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Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths
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Childcare Advocates Plead for 
More County Funding in 2015

White Plains Considers Light 
Industrial Mixed Use Zone

By Janine Bowen
Calls for increases in childcare funding 

dominated the conversation at last week’s 
public hearing on the 2015 county budget 
in Somers. 

Parents and childcare providers called 
on the Board of Legislator to increase 
Title XX subsidy funding by $1 million 
and hike reimbursements to childcare 
facilities. They also pleaded for the parent 
contribution to be reduced from 27 to 15 
percent. 

“For every single family we can help, 
this funding makes a huge difference 
in the lives of those families. But we’re 

reaching the point now where, even with 
the subsidy, it’s becoming out of reach,” 
said Dawn Meyerski, program director at 
Mount Kisco Child Care Center.  

Meyerski said that a 27 percent parent 
share is too high and that many parents 
need to rely on additional scholarships 
provided by childcare centers and 
nonprofit organizations to afford care for 
their children. 

Mistie Eltrich, president of the 
Child Care Council of Westchester, 
noted the cost of childcare is highest in 
Westchester, costing about $20,000 per 
year for an infant compared to $14,000 

Introducing  
the Tomahawk 
Steak 

By Pat Casey
There was fervent discussion at the 

White Plains Planning Board’s November 
meeting as members discussed a proposed 
change to the city’s Zoning Ordinance 
relating to the Light Industrial Districts.

The changes would affect the rear 
portion of certain properties so that 
their property lines would lie within the 
same district as the front portion of the 
property, and the creation of a new Light 
Industrial Mixed Use (LI-M) District that 
would allow residential, retail, hotels and 
other cultural uses such as libraries and 
museums in the now primarily industrial 
area near Westmoreland Avenue.

The resulting resolution is on the 
Common Council’s agenda for Monday’s 
(December 1) meeting, and a public 
hearing is expected to be scheduled for 
January 5, 2015.

According to Planning Commissioner 
Elizabeth Chetney the change is 
intended to maintain the character of 
neighborhoods with historic buildings 
dating back before 1940 and to provide 
mixed-use applications near the train 
station that would include and incentivize 
the development of residences.

“We want to repurpose older buildings 
rather than demolish them,” Chetney said, 
adding that some of the light industrial 

continued on page 6

A Winter Wonderland Comes to W’chester for Holiday Season
By Gina Valentino

Kensico Dam Plaza was 
transformed last weekend into a 
winter wonderland--literally.

Westchester’s first-ever Winter 
Wonderland, a holiday-themed 
attraction featuring ice skating, 
a Santa workshop, boutique 
vendors, a food court and sleigh 
rides, brought out a large throng 
of residents ready to kick off the 
holiday season. 

County officials ushered in 
the event with the opening 
ceremony early Saturday evening 
highlighted by a spectacular 
light show featuring 2.5 million 
dancing LED lights set to holiday 
music.

Presented by Westchester 
Medical Center and the 
Westchester County Department 
of Parks, the lighting ceremony 
attracted crowds from all over 

the county. Five-year-old 
Sasha Honig of Hartsdale came 
with his mom to enjoy the 
Winter Hayride, one of several 
attractions for children. 

After a year of preparing 
for the event, Joseph Stout, 
executive director of Friends 
of Westchester County Parks, 
said he attributed the opening 
night crowd to the sponsorship 
helping to get the word out. 

Winter Wonderland 
sought to emulate New York 
City’s Rockefeller Center 
with an outdoor ice skating 
rink provided by American 
Skating Entertainment Centers 
(ASEC). Bridget Donohue, 
administrative assistant for 
ASEC, estimated more than 150 
children and adults laced up 
their skates to take to the ice.

(Left to right) Santa Claus, Kathleen O’Connor, Commissioner of  Parks Department, County Executive Robert Astorino, Joseph 
Stout, Executive Director of  Westchester County Department of  Parks, and Joanne Fernandez, chairperson of  Parks. Inset 
photo: Westchester’s first-ever Winter Wonderland features a light show with 2.5 million LED lights. continued on page 13
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The Passion
 Lives Forever.

Don’t let the biker in your life take their farewell ride in anything else.
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A SPECIAL TRIBUTE FOR A SPECIAL PASSION.
Exclusive use in the Westchester, Rockland, Putnam and Fairfield areas of our 

Tombstone® Motorcycle Hearse® Motorcycle Hearse® . We are proud to offer this one-of-a-kind specialty 
vehicle for the motorcycle enthusiast or someone wanting something unique for a 

family member. In the past, families have been bound by customs when making funeral 
arrangements; today, our Tombstone® Hearse provides you with a dignified alternative ® Hearse provides you with a dignified alternative ®

to the traditional hearse that you will remember as long as your loved one.

www.BallardDurand.com  
Elmsford
72 East Main Street
(914) 592-6300

White Plains 
2 Maple Avenue

Don’t let the biker in your life take their farewell ride in anything else.
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Matthew J. Fiorillo, CFSP • Owner/Funeral Director (914) 592-6300(914) 949-0566

Don’t let the biker in your life take their farewell ride in anything else.

The Passion
 Lives Forever.

Photo © 2014 Tombstone Hearse & Trike Co.®

in Rockland and $16,000 is Nassau. Her 
organization provides scholarships to 
more than 40 families in need annually, 
but with the original donor now deceased, 
that program will end in June, making an 
increase in county funding more critical. 

Many parents who spoke during the 
hour-long hearing said that because of 
the high cost of childcare, they are forced 
to make difficult choices. Some noted 
that with the 27 percent contribution 
rate, payments often exceed their rent or 
mortgage. In addition, many fear that if 
the cost isn’t lowered, they will be forced 
to move away or opt for subpar childcare 
options. 

Tarrytown resident Maciel Burgos, a 
mother of a five-year-old who attends the 
Ossining Children’s Center and a seven-
month-old who attends Mount Kisco 
Child Care Center, said the programs have 
greatly benefitted her family. However, 
she is going into debt making payments 
and a lower parent contribution would 
help keep her children in the program. 

“I don’t want to lose this. I don’t want 
to be giving my child to someone that’s 
just going to put my child in front of the 
TV,” Burgos said. “I’ve been working since 
I was 14 years old; I never have asked for 
help except for now, which I really do 
need. I don’t want to be a statistic, I don’t 
want to be on welfare and I don’t want to 
stay at home.”

Last year, the county allocated $1.4 
million to expand Title XX subsidies to 
allow more qualified families to benefit; 
however, the funding is slated to be cut 
in half for the 2015 budget because those 
funds remain largely unused. 

Howard Milbert, executive director 
of the Ossining Children’s Center and 
the co-president of the Westchester 
Early Childhood Directors Association, 
explained that the funds were unused 
because of late enrollment and failure to 
publicize the subsidy’s availability.

“It’s true they were unused, but 
to say that they were unneeded is a 
misinterpretation,” Milbert said. 

Many who spoke at 
the Nov. 25 hearing at 
Somers High School 
noted that children who 
are able to attend proper 
day-care facilities have 
an advantage when 
they start kindergarten. 
They noted that county 
funding for childcare 
services is an investment 
in the future, enabling 
children to get a good 
start in their education, 
which helps them as they 
get older. 
“Because of the high 

cost of quality childcare, 
some children do not 

receive the tools they need to succeed 
in school and beyond in the rest of their 
lives, said Katherine Loda, a member 
of the Mount Kisco Child Care Center’s 
board of directors. “Yet those children are 
our future leaders and no one benefits if 
half of the future leaders do not receive 
the tools that they need to succeed in life.” 

While funding for day-care was the 
main focus of those attending the hearing, 
representatives from other organizations 
also called for increased funding. Several 
asked for a cost-of-living adjustment for 
nonprofit organizations.

Although the 2015 budget calls for a 3 

percent increase in funding to nonprofits, 
Joanne Mongelli, deputy director of 
ArtsWestchester, noted her organization’s 
funding would still be $216,000 less than 
what it received in 2011. 

ArtsWestchester Board of Directors 
Vice President Bob Roth noted that the 
funding reduction over the past three years 
has forced program cuts, particularly for 
special needs residents. ArtsWestchester 
was able to fund 11 special needs projects 
in 2012 compared to two in 2013 and 
2014, he said.

Tammy Evans, a representative from 
Open Door Family Medical Center, with 
five locations in Westchester, asked that 
the county restore $1.5 million in funding 
for federally qualified health centers. Prior 
to the termination of its contract with 
the county in 2013, Open Door received 
more than $500,000 annually to fund 
screenings for diseases, immunizations 
and treatment of communicable diseases. 

Evans noted that Open Door currently 
serves 40,000 uninsured Westchester 
residents and is more accessible than the 
two county-operated health clinics, which 
are open fewer days and have shorter 
hours. 

The third and final budget hearing 
is scheduled for this Thursday, Dec. 4 
at the county building in White Plains.  
The budget is required to be adopted by 
Dec. 27. 

Most of  the speakers at the Nov. 25 public hearing on the 2015 county 
budget urged legislators to increase childcare subsidies for next year.

JANINE BOWEN PhOtO
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By Pat Casey
Kenneth Chamberlain 

Jr. and Mayo Bartlett  of 
Westchester for Police Reform 
were joined by about 30 
demonstrators at Fountain 
Plaza in White Plains Tuesday 
night, Nov. 25th to protest 
the failure of a Missouri 
grand jury to indict a police 
officer in the shooting death 
of unarmed teenager Michael 
Brown.

On November 24th, the 
grand jury had cleared Darren 
Wilson, a white Ferguson 
police officer, in the Aug. 9 
shooting death of Brown, who 
was black. Announcement 
of the grand jury’s decision 
sparked violence in Ferguson 
and protest rallies across the 
country.

The solemn, prayerful 
gathering in White Plains was peaceful, 
yet speakers stressed the need for greater 
community collaboration to improve 
police treatment of young black males.

“We do not have the answers and we 
do not know for certain  what happened 

when Michael was killed,” said Bartlett, 
a lawyer representing the Chamberlain 
family and other victims of alleged police 
violence in Westchester County. “What we 
are fighting for are our children. We owe 
it to them and to the future generations 
to ensure that law enforcement uses best 

practices.”
Bartlett is representing the Chamberlain 

family in a civil lawsuit against the White 
Plains Police Department and the County 
DA’s office for what they consider to be 
a wrongful death caused by poor law 
enforcement training and practices.

Kenneth Chamberlain Sr., 68, 
died when he was shot by White 
Plains police during a medical 
emergency call at his home in the 
city’s Winbrook neighborhood. A 
retired Marine, Chamberlain had 
a history of mental instability.

Chamberlain Jr. and Bartlett 
said at the gathering that they 
bore no hatred and embrace law 
enforcement.  Bartlett noted, 
however, that in good conscience 
he could not advise any client 
experiencing  a medical or 
psychotic episode to call 911 
because he was unsure that 
best practices are in place in 
Westchester for dealing with 
people who have a history of 
mental instability.

“Law enforcement is part 
of the community and it has 
accountability to that community,” 
Bartlett said.

He further noted that Westchester 
for  Police Reform is working with law 
enforcement agencies in the county to 
secure funding for body cameras and 
other mobile technology that can be used 
by police.

White Plains Gathering Expresses Support for Michael Brown Family

Mayo Bartlett, in the yellow jacket, addresses those gathered at Fountain Plaza in White Plains Nov. 25th regarding the need for 
law enforcement to embrace best practices.
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Westchester County  
Initiates Catch Up Vaccine Clinic

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

707 Nepperhan Ave. • Yonkers, NY 
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 •Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com

• Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential • Diesel Fuel
• Full Oil Heating Service and Installations • Oil Tank Installation and Removal 

• Oil Tank Testing • Full Environmental Services
• Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

J.F.J. Fuel, Inc.

“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

White Plains Students Honored 
at “Women in Tech” Awards

Nine White Plains high School students attended the Women in tech Awards Luncheon, held at the 
tappan hill Mansion last week and sponsored by the Westchester County Association. All of  the 
students were nominated by their science or engineering teachers as leaders who are interested 
in StEM (Science, technology, Engineering, Math) fields as a career.  they were accompanied by 
Science Coordinator Margaret Doty. the Women in tech luncheon honors leading women scientists in 
the county’s technology and science fields, in celebration of  Global Entrepreneurship Week. Pictured, 
left to right, are Olivia Powell, Rizza Estacio, Lily Wincele, Dr. Doty, Michelle Krug, Jennifer Jasne, Sarah 
Samaranayake, Daysi Fuentes, Gabriella Alexandrou and Catalina Martinez.

Before the holiday season kicks 
into high gear, the county health 
commissioner urges all residents to get 
flu shots and other needed vaccines at a 
free vaccine clinic on Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 
the Westchester County Center, from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Because supplies are limited, residents 
are asked to register in advance.

The health department clinic will offer 
free flu vaccines to residents ages 4 and up 
and free HPV and meningococcal vaccine 
for college students.

Residents who are uninsured or whose 
insurance does not cover vaccines also 
may receive Zoster vaccines for ages 60 
and up to protect against Shingles, MMR 
for women of childbearing age who 
neither received this vaccine nor had the 
diseases measles, mumps and rubella, 
and Tdap for residents ages 19 and up 
who never received a Tdap vaccine. 
This vaccine provides protection against 
tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis and 
is especially important for adults who 
spend time with infants, who are not fully 
protected from these diseases.

Westchester residents are encouraged 
to call 914-995-7425. Walk-ins are also 
welcome. Supplies of each vaccine are 
limited and are not guaranteed.

“Good health is our most precious gift 
at any time of year,” said Sherlita Amler, 
MD, Commissioner of Health. “Sign up 

as soon as possible for this clinic, because 
we are offering residents the chance to 
catch up on a variety of safe and effective 
vaccines they may have missed, and some 
of them are quite costly. Families should 
also schedule flu shots right away for 
family members six months and older – 
including pregnant women.” 

To date, the health department has 
expanded access to adult vaccines by 
giving nearly 1,000 vaccines at clinics 
across the county. 

People most at risk for complications 
from the flu include pregnant women, 
adults age 50 and older, children under the 
age of five and their caregivers, residents 
of nursing homes and other long-term 
care facilities and anyone who has certain 
underlying medical conditions.

To prevent spreading the flu, cough or 
sneeze into your elbow and wash your 
hands often with soap and water. If you 
do get a respiratory infection, stay home 
until 24 hours after your fever subsides 
to avoid spreading your germs. Clean 
surfaces you touch frequently, such as 
doorknobs, water faucets, refrigerator 
handles and telephones. Get plenty of 
rest, exercise and eat healthy food.

For more information about the 
flu, contact the Westchester County 
Department of Health at 914-813-5000 
or go to www.westchestergov.com/health.
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New  Year
New Low 

Rates
New 
Classes

Give the gift of fitness! $500 (a $275 savings!)
½ hr consultation & five 1 hr sessions with Personal Trainer 
Plus unlimited full usage of fitness facility including pools, 
60+ classes, Racquetball, Track, Gym, etc. for one month!  

(MUST START IN JANUARY, 2015)

New  You!New  You!New  You!New  You!
Go to whiteplains.ymca-cnw.org/ 
Go to whiteplains.ymca-cnw.org/ 
Go to whiteplains.ymca-cnw.org/ 
Go to whiteplains.ymca-cnw.org/ 

for more info or call 914.949.8030
for more info or call 914.949.8030
for more info or call 914.949.8030
for more info or call 914.949.8030

The YMCA. 
Everything 
from A-Z

 

It’s all about you.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and 

neighbors, we’d like to encourage you to support your 

local businesses. Watch our “Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy 

Pleasantville” special on PCTV and pctv76.org for ideas. 

And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

THINK 
LOCAL
SHOP 
LOCAL

The Little Mermaid NY  
Regional Premiere at WPPAC 

the New York regional premiere 
of  “Disney’s the Little Mermaid,” starring 
Broadway’s John treacy Egan as the sea 
witch “Ursula,” will be on-stage from 
December 19 to January 4 at the White 
Plains Performing Arts Center. Based 
on the 1989 Disney film and one of  
hans Christian Andersen’s most beloved 
stories, “Disney’s the Little Mermaid” is a 
hauntingly beautiful love story for the ages 
with music by eight-time Academy Award 
winner Alan Menken; lyrics by howard 
Ashman and Glenn Slater and a book 
by Doug Wright.  Fresh from Broadway, 
the NY Regional Premiere of  the Little 
Mermaid promises an exciting journey 
‘under the sea’ with Ariel, one of  Disney’s 
most beloved princesses. the White 
Plains Performing Arts Center is honored 

to be the first professional theatre in New York to present this iconic show since it was on Broadway. 
“It’s the perfect family show just in time for the holidays and we can’t wait for our audiences to enjoy 
this timeless tale.” said Jeremy Quinn, WPPAC Producing Artistic Director and the Director of  the Little 
Mermaid.  “We are so thrilled to have John treacy Egan play Ursula.” Egan, who was “Chef Louis” 
in the original Broadway production; is a Westchester resident with an extensive performance career 
including the Broadway productions of:  Casa Valentina, Sister Act, the Little Mermaid, the Producers, 
Jekyll & hyde and Bye, Bye Birdie. Music direction is by Stephen Ferri (Les Miserables, Disney’s On 
the Record) and choreography by Lexie Fennell Frare (Les Miserables, Disney’s On the Record) 
with set design by Evan hill, lighting design by Jamie Roderick and sound co-designed by Jonathan 
hatton and Scott tunkel. tickets start at $25. Visit the theatre box office Monday-Friday (11 a.m. to 6 
p.m.), purchase the tickets online at www.wppac.com or call 914-328-1600. For Group Sales, please 
contact barbara@wppac.com.

Mary Beth Morrissey to  
Head Aging Services Initiative

White Plains resident Mary Beth Quaranta Morrissey, an attorney who focuses on health law and 
is nationally recognized for her work on palliative and end-of-life care issues, has been named as 
the new chairperson of  the Westchester Public/Private Partnership for Aging Services (WPPP). the 
goal of  the WPPP is to help seniors age with independence and dignity in their communities, as well 
as to assist caregivers. WPPP members represent governments, businesses and volunteer service 
agencies. Members work to fundraise, underwrite specific programs and/or donate in-kind services 
that expand needed programs to the elderly. Most of  the funds raised benefit programs run by the 
Westchester County Department of  Senior Programs and Services (DSPS).Morrissey has been active 
in the partnership for three years and most recently served as its vice chairperson. She is also co-
chairperson of  the Livable Communities Palliative Care Collaborative, a joint initiative of  the WPPP 
and DSPS. Morrissey is also president of  the State Society on Aging of  New York, an interdisciplinary 
membership society. In addition, she is founder and president of  the New York State Southern 
Region Collaborative for Palliative Care, a broad-based consortium of professionals and health care 
providers dedicated to research, education and advocacy to improve the health and well-being of  
individuals with serious illnesses. Morrissey has written extensively for professional publications, and 
earlier this year received the Westchester Women’s Bar Association Above the Bar Award for “Most 
Socially Conscious Attorney.”  
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White Plains Considers Light Industrial Mixed Use Zone

uses in the area would still be maintained.
Self-storage facilities, auto repair shops 

and junkyards do not add vitality to the 
area and should not be continued uses, 
Chetney believes.

Fast-food restaurants are also on the 
“not approved use list”, as are cabarets, 
but Planning Board members questioned 
whether that would be too restrictive.

Chetney said that because fast food 
establishments tend to be automobile-
oriented, needing large parking areas, 
they should be eliminated from the area.

Since the new district would require 
special permits, the Common Council 
would act as lead agency on development 
projects and determinations would be 
made site by site.

The possibility of 75-ft buildings with 
no new setback requirements, next to 
single and two-family homes, in the 
rezoning proposal, was another cause for 
concern by some Board members.

Planning Board member Bob Stackpole 
said that deciding what to allow and 
what not to allow involves aesthetics 
and environmental considerations that 
perhaps should not be made by the 
Common Council, especially when 
preservation decisions are being made, 

which could open the door for political 
involvement.

Stackpole was also concerned that if 
uses such as auto repair shops became 
nonconforming and those businesses 
wanted to remain in White Plains, where 
would they migrate to? “Where would the 
spillover occur?” he asked.

Because the Common Council wanted 
to get the public hearing resolution 
scheduled for the next Monday meeting, 

the Planning Board was pressured to 
make recommendations when they would 
have preferred to take more time with the 
rezoning proposal and look at maps of the 
area.

Several Board members asked how 
architectural features of existing buildings 

are documented, which lead to questions 
about the Historical Preservation Law that 
has been drafted and is in process.

Chetney explained that the preservation 
law would eventually deal with that issue, 
but that because a commission would 
be developed and the law had not yet 
been passed, it would take years before 
buildings were actually listed.

Despite the fact that everyone on the 
Board agreed that the Light Industrial 
Zone is an eyesore in White Plains in its 
current condition, there was consensus 
that the city needs a preservation law 
sooner than later. “We don’t want to do 
this piecemeal,” Stackpole said. 

Earlier in the evening, at the same 
meeting, the developer of 40 Reynal Road 
in White Plains came before the Board 
requesting an eighth extension on the 
previously approved site plan of what 
was repeatedly called a severely sensitive 
environmental site.

Noting that requesting an extension 
eight times, is a record in White Plains 
development history, Board members 
questioned the accuracy of comments by 
the owner’s representative that material 
conditions on the site had not changed. 
A partially submerged bridge that could 

be altering the hydration in the area was 
cited.

Stackpole indicated that from a public 
safety perspective the bridge should be 
looked at.

Paula Piekos, the resident abutting the 
site, said she believes flooding in the area 
is not caused by the bridge and that the 
3-foot setback from the flood plain that 
allows water to rush by the foundations of 
the proposed development was startling 
and not responsible.

Members of the Conversation Board 
requested that the Planning Board once 
again refer the project out to them because 
in the eight years members had come and 
gone and the situation required a new 
look.

“White Plains 
needs an Historical 
Preservation Law 
sooner than later.”

SMALL NEWS  IS BIG NEWS
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I hope you all 
had a peaceful 
and joyous 
holiday weekend. 
Thanksgiving is 
a time to gather 
with family and 
friends to express 
gratitude for all that 
we treasure. I am 
especially grateful 

for the wonderful community we have 
in Harrison. As we gather this holiday 
season, and reflect on the good tidings 
of the past year, I encourage you to 
celebrate the season of giving. State and 
local organizations will be increasing 
their efforts to assist food banks and 
soup kitchens. Donating food, stocking 
shelves and feeding those in need are 
meaningful ways to volunteer your time 
and celebrate the spirit of generosity. It’s 
an excellent opportunity to celebrate life’s 
good fortune and I urge all to take part. 
For more information on how you can 
get involved, please call our Community 
Services Department at 670-3025.

It has come to my attention that there 
is some inaccurate information being 
circulated concerning a proposed local 
law regarding residential parking in 
downtown neighborhoods within close 
proximity to the train station. To clarify, 

the Town Board is considering a law 
that is designed to protect residents, 
in those neighborhoods, from high 
volume commuter parking. The Board 
has received numerous complaints from 
residents, in those neighborhoods, that, 
due to commuter parking, they are 
unable to park their vehicles on their 
streets during the work day. 
The proposed law would 
require residents in the 
effected neighborhoods 
to obtain permits, free of 
charge. The permits will 
be affixed to their car(s), 
thereby enabling them to freely park in 
their neighborhood. A public hearing, 
concerning these issues, will be held in 
Town Hall on December 4th at 7:30 pm. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate our Police Chief, Anthony 
Marraccini. The New York State Shields, 
a law enforcement fraternal organization, 
honors active officers who have done 
outstanding work in fostering positive and 
professional working relationships among 
various law enforcement agencies. Chief 
Marraccini is the recipient of this year’s 
“Boss of the Year” award and I am happy 
to recognize this very commendable 
achievement. 

Harrison is a wonderful place to begin 
your holiday shopping. Locally owned 

shops and restaurants offer a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere and it’s a great 
spot to get together, with neighbors and 
friends, as you get ready for the season’s 
celebrations. While making your way 
through your shopping list, be sure to 
drop in to local establishments and join in 
the festive mood. 

If you would like to create 
something beautiful for yourself 
or your loved ones this holiday 
season, join the West Harrison 
Library staff ’s earring making 
program. No need to bring 
anything but your creativity. All 

that is asked is that you make one pair, to 
donate to a battered women’s shelter, for 
every pair you make. Donations of beaded 
jewelry (including broken pieces) are 
welcome. This program is open to adults 
and children, nine and up. 

Our Recreation Department is currently 
taking applications for winter programs. 
Back by popular demand, basketball, 
archery and pre-school soccer clinics will 
be offered in January. Please remember 
that parents must have current ID cards 
to register children for all programs. 2015 
cards are now available for purchase. 
Proof of residency required. For more 
information, call Leo Mintzer Center at 
949-5265 or Sollazzo Center at 670-3039.

On a related note, the Recreation 

Department is now receiving “Letters to 
the North Pole.” Please include your name 
and home address. Letters should be 
addressed to “North Pole” and dropped off 
at the Sollazzo Center, the Mintzer Center 
or at the Recreation Department in Town 
Hall no later than December 19th. 

The next “Lunch with the Mayor” is 
on Friday, December 12th. I will be at 
Sophia’s Pizza located at 212 Harrison 
Avenue in Downtown Harrison. I will 
be at this location from 12:30 to 1:30 and 
look forward to meeting with residents 
and talking about issues facing our 
community. 

From the Harrison Mayor and Town Hall, December 1, 2014

Ron Belmont, 
Supervisor/Mayor of 
Harrison Guest 

Column
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As many of you have already 
experienced firsthand, the reconstruction 
work on the Crane Road Bridge has 
taken a noisy turn. Demolition of the 
second roadway has been scheduled for 
times that Metro-North does not run 
trains through the area, roughly from 2 
to 6 a.m.; and will take about three to 
four weeks to complete.

I am very concerned about reports I 
am receiving about the level of noise, and 
the lack of notice to the residents of Old 
Edgemont and Greenacres. To do this 
kind of work, including blasting, at the 
dead of night, is a severe imposition on 
the thousands of residents in the area. To 
cause this kind of inconvenience in the 
heart of the holiday season is even worse.

Sometimes work at odd hours cannot 

be avoided, especially in an area with 
passenger railroads below; but at the very 
least residents need to be able to plan their 
lives, especially during the holidays. To 
that end, I have asked the Department of 
Public Works Commissioner to provide 
a specific schedule with the precise times 
of work, as the Department   has been 
doing with road closures during this 
project; and to transmit the information 
as widely as possible, in an effort to 
provide timely notice to all residents.

I have also asked the Department of 
Public Works to provide all information 
on the noise levels they are creating, 
their efforts to negotiate a more resident-
friendly demolition schedule with Metro 
North, and their noise amelioration 
measures. I will let you know when I 

receive a response.
  Meanwhile, please contact me with 

your experiences with the work in 
question, so that I have an accurate 
idea of what is going on, and how it is 
affecting the neighborhoods in the area. 

 We all know that the bridge needs to 
be replaced, and that its location over the 
Metro North tracks makes scheduling 
the work a real nightmare. But the people 
who live in the area and pay our salaries 
deserve every notice, consideration and 
amelioration we can provide to them. I 
stand ready to work with DPW and all 
of our colleagues in government to help 
make that happen.        

–Mary Jane Shimsky, Westchester 
County Legislator, District 12

Operation Holiday Joy. For the people 
served by The Mental Health Association 
of Westchester (MHA), a gift is a rare and 
precious thing. Receiving a gift carries 
with it many positive and important 
messages including that someone 
cares about you, that you are worthy 
and important. Would you join us for 
Operation Holiday Joy this year?

You can choose to: Sponsor an 
individual or family, and shop from their 
wish list. Donate a store gift card (Target, 
Kmart, Stop and Shop, etc.). Make a 
financial contribution and we will shop 
on your behalf.

We look forward to talking to you. To 
join our very special group of gift-
givers,  please call  914-265-7511  or 

email  development@mhawestchester.
org.

A community-based mental health 
agency, MHA supports more than 
25,000 individuals annually through a 
comprehensive array of mental health 
services striving to help each individual 
to achieve their personal goals and to 
lead independent and healthy lives.

The Fairview Fire Monitors Committee 
has endorsed Claire Pizzuti, a lawyer 
and businesswoman, for election to the 
Fairview Board of Fire Commissioners 
in Greenburgh. The election will take 
place on Tuesday, Dec. 9 from 3 to 9 p.m. 
at fire headquarters, 15 Rosemont Blvd., 
and Fire Station 2 on the corner of Dobbs 
Ferry and Worthington Roads. She is 
seeking the seat of Commissioner Fred 
Calaicone who is not seeking re-election. 

Ms. Pizzuti is committed to protecting 
taxpayers and providing transparency in 
the decisions of the fire commissioners 

who have kept the community in the dark 
while it has acted with impunity in raising 
taxes, becoming one of the costliest of the 
880 independent fire districts in the state.

She has an excellent record as a civic 
volunteer in Greenburgh during her 
residency of more than 30 years, serving, 
among other things, as sergeant with 
both the Greenburgh Auxiliary Police 
and Greenburgh Community Emergency 
Response Team. She is on the board and 
treasurer of Hilltop Farms Association 
and has attended all public meetings of 
the fire district since taxpayers banded 

together. 
The Monitors Committee was created 

nine months ago by district residents 
outraged by escalating, exorbitant 
property taxes and secrecy by the 
commissioners. In the past two years 
the Fairview District budget leaped to 
$12.4 million, a gain of $1.5 million with 
successive tax hikes of 6 and 5.7 percent. 
Yet the 45-man department continues to 
be understaffed. 

–Milton Hoffman and Dennis Kalian, 
coordinators for the  

Fairview Monitors Committee

“Keys to Safe Driving,” a series of five 
free programs sponsored by the county’s 
Department of Senior Programs and 
Services, will take place during Older 
Driver Safety Week from Dec. 1 to Dec. 
5. The sessions, presented by DSPS’ Older 
Driver Coalition, will offer tools, tips and 
techniques that older drivers can use to 
be on the road as safely as possible for as 
long as possible. The programs will also 
explore when it is time to stop driving, 
and what alternative transportation 
services are available when seniors decide 
to relinquish their keys.

Each session will cover similar material. 
Walk-ins are welcome, but registration 
is preferred. To sign up, telephone the 
director at each of the sites.  

Lawrence Cunningham from 
Westchester County’s Department 
of Public Works and Transportation 
(DPWT) will be at each session to help 
seniors interested in signing up for the 
MTA Reduced-Fare MetroCard.  

Tuesday, Dec. 2: Tuckahoe Community 
Center, 71 Columbus Ave., Tuckahoe, 
12:15 to 1:15 p.m. Call Judy Connolly 
director at 914-337-0390.  Discussion 
leader: Ronni Siegel, clinical team leader 
of Burke Rehabilitation at United Hebrew. 

Wednesday, Dec. 3: Memorial United 
Methodist Church Chapel, 252 Bryant 
Ave., White Plains, 12 noon to 1 p.m. 
Call Scott Havelka, interim executive 
director, The LOFT 914-948-2932, Ext. 
12. Discussion leader:  Mary Ellen Burns 
of DPWT.

Thursday, Dec. 4: Hugh A. Doyle Senior 
Center, 94 Davis Ave., New Rochelle, 1 
to 2 p.m. Call Phyllis Maucieri, director, 
at 914-235-2363.Discussion leader:  Dr. 
Kathleen Golisz, associate dean and 
professor, School of Health and Natural 
Sciences, Mercy College.

Friday, Dec. 5: Joseph Caputo 
Community Center, 95 Broadway, 
Ossining, 11 a.m. to 12 noon, Kathy 
Asaro, director, 914-762-1350. Discussion 

leaders: Lawrence Cunningham and 
Anna Wyganowska, both of DPWT. 

For more information about the Older 
Driver Coalition and help it offers year-
round to seniors and their families, call 
914-813-6188.

Crane Road Bridge Overnight Repair Work Is Costing Residents Their Sleep 

Will You Be an MHA Angel this year?

Fairview Monitors Committee Endorses Pizzuti for Fire Commissioner

This Week Is Older Driver Safety Week – Special Programs Offered

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited by 

space constraints. Letters are subject 
to editing and may be withheld from 
publication on the discretion of the 
editor. Please refrain  from personal 

attacks.  Email letters to pcasey@
theexaminernews.com. 

The White Plains Examiner requires 
that all letter writers provide  

their name, address and  
contact information. 
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Police Blotter
Greenburgh Police Department

Stolen iPhone. On November 13 
at about 3 p.m. a police officer was 
dispatched to follow up on a claim of a 
lost cell phone. The victim reported that 
while he was at Panera Bread at 915 S. 
Central Ave., an unknown party took his 
cell phone off of the table when he got up 
to get something and left his phone on 
the table. When he returned it was gone. 
The victim said he looked all over the 
restaurant as well as spoke with employees 
and could not find the phone. He reported 
that the last time he signed on to the “find 
my iPhone” app, it was showing that it was 
located in the East River. This report filed 
for documentation only.

Child Welfare Check. On November 
14 at about 9:30 p.m. officers responded 
on a call from a woman who had received 
a phone call from a child named Frankie 
who had called her residence asking for 
help. The child said he was 3 years old and 
did not know where he was. He was cold, 
afraid his parents would beat him, and 
he could not wake up his Grandmother 
Lori. The child further said it sounded 
like a man was trying to get in the house, 
but the door was locked. He could not 
see out of the house as it did not have any 
windows and he wanted to go to his new 
home. The call was disconnected a short 
time later. Officers were able to determine 
that the call came from an unlisted 
cell phone and a check of the caller ID 
revealed it called two previous times that 
same night. Officers were able to establish 
contact with an adult who identified 
herself as Lori, grandmother of Frankie 
who was sleeping and just woke up. She 
reported her location was in the Bronx. 
The New York City Police Department 
was contacted and units from the 45 
Precinct responded as Greenburgh Police 
Communications kept Lori on the line. 
The 45 Precinct was notified at 10 p.m. 
and a second time at 11:15 p.m. At 11:45 
p.m. Greenburgh Police Communications 
terminated contact with Lori as the 45th 
Precinct had not yet responded and it was 
not believed Frankie was in danger based 
on the conversations by police officers 
and Greenburgh Police Department 
Communications. 

Suspicious Person. On November 13 
at 3:30 p.m. a Mrs. Mahoney reported to 
police officers that she was involved in an 
incident where an unknown male flagged 
her down and attempted to solicit money 
for unnecessary work on her vehicle. Mrs. 
Mahoney reports that she was driving 
northbound on South Central Avenue in 
the area of the “old Mrs. Greens” and was 
waved down by the vehicle next to her. She 
reports that the driver was pointing toward 
the back of her car and she thought there 
was something wrong with her vehicle. 
She states that she pulled over somewhere 
in the area of 372 S. Central Avenue and 
the unknown male got out of his vehicle 

and told her that her rear bumper was 
hanging off. She states that she had some 
previous damage but nothing that would 
require any bodywork. She stated that she 
exited her vehicle and the male entered 
her vehicle and moved it out of the 
roadway. He then went toward the rear 
bumper of her vehicle and began “fixing” 
her bumper. She states that he may have 
also looked under the hood of her vehicle, 
but she was uncertain. He then told her 
that he had completed the work and that 
normally he would charge $4,000 in his 
shop for this work, but would take $400 as 
payment. Mrs. Mahoney advised him that 
it was a lot of money and that her daughter 
was on her way to meet her. Upon hearing 
this, the unknown male stated that he was 
in a rush and left the area in his vehicle. 
The male was described as white, possibly 
Hispanic, in his 40’s, medium/stocky 
build, with dark curly hair, possibly 
driving a white 4-door sedan (unknown 
make or plate). Mrs. Mahoney reports 
that nothing was missing from her vehicle 
and she was uncertain what direction the 
man took when he left. The vehicle was 
inspected and a small amount of a white 
toothpaste-like substance was found on 
the rear bumper. The man had reportedly 
told Mrs. Mahoney that it was “glue.” Mrs. 
Mahoney was advised not to stop for 
anyone trying to flag her down and to also 
notify the police should she ever have a 
similar incident in the future.

Unlawful Possession of Marijuana. 
On November 16 at 2:30 a.m. a police 
officer on patrol and traveling west on 
White Plains Rd., observed a vehicle 
coming off the off-ramp of I-287, also 
traveling westbound on White Plains 
Rd. While driving behind the vehicle the 
officer observed that the gray Chevrolet 
had left the far right lane and proceeded 
to cross over two marked lanes of traffic to 
its left without using an indicator to do so. 
The vehicle then proceeded to merge back 
into the center lane also without using 
its indicator. After approximately a half 
mile, the officer observed that the vehicle 
had crossed over into adjacent lanes 
approximately three times and that the 
operator had a difficult time maintaining 
his lane. At that time the officer conducted 
a traffic stop and approached the driver. 
When approaching the vehicle the 
officer saw the driver throw a small 
white object out of the window, which 
was later determined to be the remains 
of a marijuana cigarette. While speaking 
with the driver, the officer could detect a 
strong odor of marijuana coming from 
the vehicle. The driver indicated that he 
had smoked the marijuana cigarette while 
traveling home from Stamford and that 
he had an additional marijuana cigarette 
on the front passenger seat, which was 
visible. While speaking with the driver, 
the officer observed that his eyes were 
watery and bloodshot, and he had slurred 
speech. The driver was asked to exit the 

vehicle. As the driver got out of the car a 
strong odor of alcohol was detected and 
he was administered several field sobriety 
tests, which he failed. A blood alcohol 
test later revealed a positive reading of 
.09 percent. The driver was placed under 
arrest and taken to police headquarters. 
The marijuana cigarettes and a urine 
sample were vouchered into evidence and 
the suspect was released to his mother.

Driving While Intoxicated. On 
November 16 at about 3 a.m. multiple 
Greenburgh Police Units were dispatched 
to a motor vehicle accident with injuries 
in front of 188 Tarrytown Rd., where a 
vehicle with a New Jersey license plate 
was rolled over facing eastbound on 
Tarrytown Rd. At the scene the driver 
and all passengers were out of the car. 
The female driver, age 22, said that after 
having a few drinks at the Black Bear 
Saloon in White Plains she had decided 
to drive home with four other passengers 
in the car. While speaking with the driver, 
police noticed that her breath smelled 
like alcohol and the Standardized Field 
Sobriety Test was conducted, yielding a 
blood alcohol level of .125. All occupants 
of the vehicle had complaints of pain 
and were transported to the Westchester 
Medical Center for further evaluation. All 
the passengers also accused the driver of 
speeding and braking hard causing the 
vehicle to flip over. The car was totaled 
and towed away. Blood samples taken 
were submitted as evidence at Greenburgh 
Police Headquarters and the driver was 
given a court date of November 21.

Petit Larceny. On November 16 at 
about 2 p.m. a woman reported that she 
had $500 cash stolen from her vehicle, 
which was parked in front of Hurricanes 
at149 S. Central Ave. When police arrived 
at the scene, the victim said she believed 
that her vehicle was locked, but she and 
her brother had entered several times 
while retrieving items for their party at the 
restaurant. Upon inspection of the vehicle, 
there were no signs of forced entry. The 
money had been left in the center console 
and was not visible from outside of the 
vehicle. The restaurant manager said 
there is a camera with a direct view of the 
vehicle and that the surveillance footage 
is available upon request. The victim’s 
10-year-old nephew reported that he saw 
a man reach into the driver’s side of the 
vehicle (unknown race, wearing a long-
sleeve shirt, light blue jeans, and brown 
shoes). The child said he briefly saw the 
backside of the man reaching into the 
vehicle, but did not tell anyone because 
he did not know that it was his aunt’s car; 
the vehicle was recently purchased. Video 
surveillance footage is being sent to police 
headquarters for further investigation.

Petit Larceny. On November 16 at 
11:30 a.m. a Hartsdale resident was 
contacted by a Cablevision representative 

(Simon) by phone, who and asked her 
about changing her Optimum account. 
The Cablevision representative allegedly 
told her that he could tell her how to 
lower her monthly cable bill. When the 
victim replied that she would definitely 
be interested, Simon then put his manager 
“Carlos Castillo” on the phone. The so-
called Cablevision representative told 
the victim to purchase a Green Dot 
MoneyPak prepaid card from CVS in the 
amount of $450 and send it to him so she 
could pay her current balance, additional 
months, and the future service fees. The 
victim went to the Knollwood Road CVS 
and purchased the prepaid card as Mr. 
Castillo instructed. She then called back 
Mr. Castillo and gave him the code on the 
back of the prepaid card. Mr. Castillo gave 
her a confirmation code for the funds and 
she hung up thinking the transaction was 
completed. Approximately 30 minutes 
later, Mr. Castillo called the victim back 
stating he never received the funds of 
the prepaid card and he needed her to 
resend the funds. The victim refused 
to resend and hung up. She then called 
Cablevision who informed her the earlier 
representatives have no affiliation with 
their company and her account was still 
active with no changes. The victim was 
advised by Cablevision to document the 
incident. 

Tresspass. On November 18 at 5 p.m. 
the store manager at Trader Joe’s at 215 N. 
Central Ave., contacted the Greenburgh 
Police Department to tell them about an 
unwanted party at her establishment. The 
manager reported that there had been 
several incidents in the past involving an 
elderly customer who uses profanity and 
racially charged remarks to instigate verbal 
altercations with customers and staff. The 
manager explained that the situation is an 
ongoing issue with this customer and after 
having several conversations with the 
customer, she consulted with Trader Joe’s 
upper management and they requested 
that the customer be barred from the 
establishment. The manager is concerned 
that the customer’s behavior and actions 
could result in an altercation at the 
store, although no incidents occurred 
on the date of the report. The customer 
in question was spoken to and advised 
that because of her behavior and the past 
incidents her business is no longer wanted 
at Trader Joe’s. She was advised by police 
to refrain from returning to the store or 
she would be subject to arrest for Trespass. 
The customer stated that she had made a 
couple of comments to several customers 
in the past, but did not believe that it was 
anything that should result in her being 
barred from the store. She was provided 
with the phone number to Trader Joe’s 
management to lodge a complaint. The 
store manager was advised to contact 
police headquarters if the offending 
customer should return to the store.



December 2 - December 8, 201410 The White Plains Examiner

Ralph Cardi
Ralph Cardi, a resident of Pleasantville, 

died peacefully at Westchester Medical 
Center on November 29. He was 80. Ralph 
was born in the Bronx on April 9, 1934 to 
Louis and Ida Cardi. He is survived by 
his loving sons Paul and John Cardi, and 
siblings Louis Cardi and Virginia Rago.

After graduating from Samuel Gompers 
High School, he was drafted into the US 
Army and proudly served in Korea. On 
June 9, 1957 Ralph married Frances 
Marciante of Mt. Vernon. Together they 
spent 57 wonderful years together until 
Frances’ passing this past July.  

Ralph worked as a surveyor for 
Mt. Vernon Contracting and Yonkers 
Contracting until starting his successful 
landscaping business in 1981. A kind, 

decent, loving man with a sharp wit and 
a soft heart, Ralph will be missed by those 
who had the gift of knowing him.

Wake services to be held on Wednesday 
Dec. 3rd from 2-4 & 7-9 p.m. at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home, 418 Bedford Road, 
Pleasantville; 914 769 0001. Mass of 
Christian Burial to be held on Thursday, 
Dec. 4th at 10 a.m.  at Holy Innocents 
located at 431 Bedford Rd, Pleasantville. 
Burial following at All Souls Cemetery, 
Pleasantville.

Joan Harvey
Dr. Joan Harvey-Klein, psychotherapist, 

activist, and mother of 10, passed away 
peacefully at her home in New Rochelle 
on November 24. She was 81. Dr. Harvey 
was born in Los Angeles and moved 
to New York in the early 1950s where 
she worked as an actress, appearing on 
the soap opera The Edge of Night. In 
the early 1960’s, she received her PhD 
from New York University, and was 
a psychotherapist, working right up 
until the time of her death. She is the 
director of several documentary films 
including “We Are the Guinea Pigs” and 
“America: From Hitler to MX,” and was a 
passionate spokesperson for human and 
environment rights and political justice 
until the end of her life. Dr. Harvey was 
the wife of Ralph Klein who predeceased 
her in 2011. She is survived by 10 children, 

Joshua, Susan, Wendy, Michael, Amanda, 
Megan, Antonia, Johnathan, Timothy, 
and Hannah. She was buried at Sleepy 
Hollow Cemetery. The family requests 
that donations be made in Joan’s name 
to any of the following organizations: 
Earthjustice:  http://earthjustice.org/; Ella 
Baker Center for Human Rights  http://
ellabakercenter.org/; Physicians for Social 
Responsibility:  http://www.psr.org/; 
Equal Justice Initiative:  http://www.eji.
org/; Doctors Without Borders:  http://
www.doctorswithoutborders.org/” 

Fayek Fahmy
Fayek A. Fahmy, 82, of White Plains, 

passed away on November 23. He was 
born in Tanta, Egypt on March 3, 1932. 
Fayek married Mary on September 10, 
1961 in Egypt. Together they immigrated 
to New York in1969. Fayek then worked 
to obtain a New York version of his C.P.A. 
license and he became a trusted friend 
and advisor to many for over 50 years. 
Fayek was honored for his years of service 
and dedication to the Coptic Orthodox 
Church.

Fahmy is survived by his wife of 53 
years, Mary; his two children, Mona 
(Laurence) Beyer of Battle Creek, MI and 
Amani (Scott) Jensen of White Plains; 
two brothers, Foad Fahmy and Said 
Hanna; a sister Juliette Jacob and his five 

grandchildren,
Kaitlyn, Kyle and Matthew Beyer 

and Thomas and Dana Jensen. He was 
predeceased by two sisters, Fauzia and 
Soad Hanna. Fayek will be remembered 
for his dedication and service to his 
church, and his unwavering faith in God.

John Diaz
John J. Diaz of Hartsdale passed away 

peacefully on November 21st at the 
age of 79. He is survived by his beloved 
companion Theresa Kover. He is also 
survived by his sons John Jr. and George 
of Staten Island and his daughter Denise 
of Orlando, Florida. John leaves nine 
grandchildren: Matthew, Shaylynn, 
Amanda, Natalie, Sandra, Erica, Justin, 
Danielle and Sophia and great-grandson 
Zachary.

Obituaries
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When Rushing About, Remember There Were People Before Cars
By Evan Kreeger 

In the beginning there was ice.  
What we now refer to as Westchester 

County used to be a frozen wasteland 
of glaciers. When the last Ice Age began 
receding some 13,000 years ago, the 
Great Lakes streamed into Glacial Lake 
Iroquois, which eventually became Lake 
Ontario, and in turn, formed what we 
now call the Hudson River.

The Hudson River was known 
as “Muhheakantuck” by the Native 
Americans, who first discovered its shores 
around 8,000 B.C. When Europeans 
eventually made contact with the region 
in 1524, there was no such thing as land 
ownership in this area or anywhere in 
North America. Once the Dutch West 
India Company more comprehensively 
explored the Hudson River in 1609, the 
seeds of postmodern capitalism had been 
firmly planted.

Back then, present-day Westchester 
was pure country. In the teens of the 21st 
century, it is a hybrid of country and city.

Depending on where a county resident 
lives today and how they view the world, 
their home county is either a suburb trying 
to be a city or a city trying to be a suburb. 
To live, work and play in the midst of 
such a transition is to be a brave explorer 

of a new frontier. How this countywide 
identity crisis is played out in the coming 
years and decades will determine what 
Westchester will ultimately become.

Westchester County can be a very 
stressful place to inhabit, even though so 
many envision a county that can be such a 
relaxing place to call home. 

For many of us, some of our stress centers 
on the automobile. Cars, motorcycles and 
trucks, oh my. Since the dawn of the Baby 
Boom in 1946, Westchester has been 
planned, built and tested for automobiles, 

first and foremost. Bicyclists, boaters and 
pedestrians have been a mere footnote. 
Not all that much different than how most 
of the other 3,142 counties in America are 
planned, built and tested. The automobile 
was, is and may always be king.

Since I moved to Tarrytown in May, 
I have been reliving Bill Murray’s 
experience in “Groundhog Day.” Speeding 
automobiles roar by my condo at all hours 
as though there is no such thing as a speed 
limit on a street that was originally built, 
planned and tested for the 19th century.

The Force of Big 
Speed surrounds us, 
penetrates us. If you are 
a Slow Jedi at heart in 
Westchester and lean 
toward the rebel traffic-
calming alliance, here 
are ways for you to begin 
your self-empowerment 
journey.

Google “traffic-
calming.”  

Read the Wikipedia 
entry.  

Take some time to 
think about it.  

Ideally, do this in 
some of the rare speed-

free zones in Westchester such as a nature 
preserve. 

Begin to keep a daily journal of all the 
speed problems you encounter.  

Start to show up at your local city, town 
or village hall meetings.  

Begin to correspond with politicians on 
the local, county, state and federal level.  

If you have the means, purchase traffic-
calming technology like the Bushnell 
Speedster III or the Bushnell Speed Clock.  

See if there is a Transition Town 
movement at play in your neighborhood.  

Start a Facebook page on traffic-
calming for your local zip code.  

Begin blogging about traffic-calming 
using a free online tool like Squarespace 
or WordPress.

And whatever you do, please don’t 
forget that before cars there were people.

Tarrytown resident Evan Kreeger 
first moved to Westchester in 1974.  He 
has faith in the local, county, state and 
federal government to creatively engage 
in constructive dialogues to put an end 
to chronic automobile speeding and plans 
on conducting an independent traffic 
calming study. You may contact Evan 
at  evankreeger@icloud.com  or on his 
Facebook page at   www.facebook.com/
evan.kreeger1.

From Stresschester to Nextchester: Traffic-Calming in Westchester County 
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Suggestions on Aiding and Abetting the Wine Bottle Genie

Downsizing: Meet the Incredible Shrinking Man (and Woman)

The holiday 
season is in 
full swing. 
C e l e b r a t o r y 
g a t h e r i n g s , 
family dinners, 
g i f t - g i v i n g 
all create a 
joyful, sharing 

environment that typically beckons us to 
splurge a bit – on others and on ourselves. 
A few more calories are consumed; a few 
more favorite stories are shared; and a few 
more glasses of wine are (responsibly) 
imbibed.

Whether to impress business associates 
or friends, whether on the receiving 
or giving end of a celebratory dinner 
wine, consumers tend to spend more 
on individual bottles of wine during the 
holiday season. 

So the natural question that comes to 
mind for many consumers who splurge 
on fine wines for special occasions: should 
my wine breathe?

My general response is given in the 
form of an if/then algorithm. If it’s young 
(three years or less) and low to moderately 
priced (under $25), consume it from the 
bottle. If it’s older and higher priced, 
decant it.

The principle behind decanting is 
simple. In the months or years of being 

confined in the bottle, wine continually 
evolves as a living, breathing organism. 
A simple red wine with low tannins tends 
not to evolve significantly. A complex 
bottle containing varying levels of fruit, 
tannins, acid and alcohol will require a 
longer period of time to mature. In order 
to speed the aging process 
along, enabling a consumer to 
enjoy a complex wine sooner, 
decanting is recommended, 
as it increases the amount of 
surface area exposed to air.

In an age where we 
increasingly seek instant 
gratification, aging a bottle of 
wine for years, even decades, 
is unacceptable. Decanting is considered 
an acceptable, even desirable, practice.

I remember anxiously purchasing my 
first decanter many years ago and my 
initial disappointment. I had received a 
bottle of expensive 20 year-old French 
Bordeaux as a dinner gift. Anxious to 
share this still maturing wine with our 
guests, I assiduously poured the contents 
into my virgin decanter three hours before 
they arrived. 

To my chagrin, the wine’s still maturing 
aromas and taste were unchanged when I 
poured it. Dejected, I switched wines after 
pouring approximately half of the decanter 
contents. The next evening, I retrieved 

the banished half-empty decanter and 
was about to pour the contents down the 
kitchen drain, but hesitated. Compelled by 
some transcendent force, I decided to try 
one last sniff and taste of the wine. Much 
to my surprise the wine had transformed 
overnight. It displayed a kaleidoscope 

of fragrances and a 
cornucopia of rich 
flavors. My wine palate 
was forever changed; 
built-to-last wines can 
provide once-in-a-
lifetime experiences.   

However, if traditional 
decanting seems unduly 
time-consuming, fear 

not. For lo and behold, 21st century 
science has come to the rescue with 
several devices. Here are two:

1. A wine aerator. The aeration principle 
was developed by Daniel Bernoulli in 
1738. I sourced the Princeton University 
website for an explanation. Simply stated, 
as the speed of a moving fluid (liquid or 
gas) increases, the pressure within the 
fluid decreases, permitting the infusion of 
air over a short period of time.  

A few years ago I discovered an instant 
hand-held aeration device (the Vinturi, 
available at Wine Enthusiast in Mt. 
Kisco), which enables wine to breathe as it 
is being poured. I have tested this aerator 

several hundred times and it has never 
failed to enhance the wine at hand.

2. A blender. Is there a greater possible 
enhancement than a Vinturi device? The 
answer comes from several sources and 
has been dubbed hyperdecanting. Simply 
pour a bottle of wine into your household 
blender, press the high-speed button for 
30 to 60 seconds and your wine is fully 
aerated, ready to enjoy. 

I can intellectualize the theory: the 
faster and more massive the introduction 
of oxygen, the more “open” a wine 
becomes. However, I find it difficult to 
rationalize a glass of red wine topped with 
a purple head of foam. 

If you feel the need to aerate that 
special wine, you have several choices. 
Whichever you choose, be you a Boomer 
or a Millennial, your quest for euphoria is 
at hand.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 15 years 
he has conducted numerous wine tastings 
and lectures. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. 
Nick’s credo: continuous experimenting 
results in instinctive behavior. You can 
reach  him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Eventually most homeowners get to that 
stage in life when, after they’ve raised their 
families in a large home, full of stuff and 
memories, they find they have more space 
and more things than they need and decide 
it’s time to downsize. It’s finally happened 
to my wife Margaret and me.

When we moved to Westchester as 
mere young’uns more than 40 years 
ago, I was absolutely delighted. Both 
compulsive collectors at the time (we’ve 
since recovered), we moved from a duplex 
in Brooklyn Heights of about 1,500 square 
feet (I’m only guesstimating because in 
those days, who knew?) to a 3,900-square-
foot farmhouse with a tremendous attic 
and full basement.

Our intention in buying such a big 
house, even though we had only one child, 
was to be at-home entrepreneurs, and we 
have conducted a number of businesses 
on site through the years. At the same 
time, a large home allowed us to have an 
accessory apartment for rental income and 
to indulge our passion for collecting things 
big and small.

Now the time of reckoning is here. We’re 
downsizing to only 1,780 square feet. It’s 
quite a feat of planning to literally halve 
ourselves. Margaret is good at that kind 
of thing, but I am not, and where I am 
normally the bossy one in our relationship, 
with this assignment at hand, she has 
morphed into the drill sergeant.

“Bring all the breakables to the dining 

room that we’re taking 
with us,” she orders. 

“Put in those boxes 
what we’re holding for the 
tag sale,” she commands. 

“Yes, sir!” I say, 
snapping sharply to 
attention, but sensing I’ve 
carried the role-play a bit 
too far.  

In a couple of days, 
while the house looked 
in a shambles, everything 
seemed to be taking shape 
for the big move. By mid-
afternoon, the day after 
Thanksgiving, we both 
had to take a nap. Our 
bones and will had given 
out.

Having written a 
number of times about the mechanics of 
downsizing, I can tell you that the emotions 
that go into “letting go” of “stuff ” can be 
unsettling if you don’t prepare yourself. 
I’m such a softie, I guess I wasn’t prepared 
for some of it, like finding an old box that 
I hadn’t opened since I was in college, 
originally containing gift pears from 
Florida, an envelope with the inscription in 
my mother’s handwriting: “From my son 
William’s first haircut at 2-1/2 years old.” 
Inside was a shock of auburn curls that 
perfectly match the color of my daughter’s 
hair when she was that age.

Thank goodness we have 
the help of a wonderful 
mover I discovered named 
Phil D’Erasmo of Advantage 
Movers who is giving us very 
personalized attention. He 
has personally stopped by the 
house several times to counsel 
me, hand deliver boxes and 
what he calls “contractor bags” 
to get rid of my tax records 
for shredding that go back to 
1972.

He also brought me three 
different sizes of boxes and 
bubble wrap and consulted 
with us about whether we 
wanted to pack our own 
breakables. We decided to 
have him do that, however.

The most heart-wrenching 
part of our job was to decide what to let go 
of. That involves going through every item 
of clothing, every stick of furniture, every 
file, even every photograph taken before 
the days of digital photography. The time 
involved is almost overwhelming.  

I won some points in the romance 
department for having saved some items 
my wife didn’t know about, like the scrap 
of paper on which I jotted down her name 
and home phone number (no cells in those 
days) when I first met her, and all the love 
notes I saved when we were going together. 
“Ahhhh,” she cooed.

Funny, but having moved five times in 
our first five years of marriage, we vowed 
when we moved into this beloved house 
that “they’ll have to carry us out of here in 
a pine box before we’ll ever move again!” 

But times and circumstances change 
and it seems we’ll be moving happily to 
new wonderful digs with a concierge, 
indoor and outdoor swimming pools and 
a gorgeous gym that will allay any excuses 
for my not getting back to my long lost 34-
inch waist while being able to throw away 
that snow shovel. So what’s to complain 
about?

If there’s a move in your future, be sure 
to check in first with Phil D’Erasmo at 800-
444-0104.  

And here’s something else: Once we’re 
packed and moved, look for our ad for the 
neatest tag sale we’ll throw at the Ebenezer 
White Homestead for all the antiques and 
bric-a-brac that we’ve decided to let go of. 
It will be one humdinger of a sale! It will 
take place about mid-December.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency 
in Westchester specializing in lifestyles, real 
estate and development. His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

By Nick Antonaccio
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New Platform Brings Burns Film Center Education to New Level
By Martin Wilbur

Since opening 13 years ago, the Jacob 
Burns Film Center has been among the 
leaders in film education and teaching 
new ways to tell stories. That was further 
enhanced with the unveiling of its Media 
Arts Lab about five years ago. 

On Oct. 25, the Pleasantville film center 
officially launched its latest education 
initiative, a new interactive digital 
platform that not only benefits students 
and teachers, but the general public as well.

By visiting its website, www.
burnsfilmcenter.org, and clicking on 
Education, the viewer is introduced to 
the perpetually evolving world of media 
and technology. The platform’s features 
range from the first-of-its-kind visual 
glossary, where short clips show examples 
of various filmmaker techniques and the 
proper vocabulary for what is being done 
to the comparatively mundane ability for 
the public to complete online registration 
for the center’s courses.

While the technology may be new, 
it represents the next step in the film 
center’s ongoing mission of engaging and 
educating the public, said Emily Keating, 
the center’s director of education.

“It’s not a new or different direction, it’s 
sort of bringing together so many of the 
different things that we do,” Keating said. 

The platform was created by S+7, 
an emerging technology practice, and 
funded by an anonymous donor. Between 

the funding and more than four years of 
scheduling regular classes at the media arts 
lab, the film center was in a good position 
to bring its education opportunities to a 
new level.

Another unique feature is View Now Do 
Now, a collection of mini projects using 
photos, text or video that are done by 
the public. A new project is posted to the 
website for viewing each Monday, Keating 
said. 

“The goal of these is to get to the heart of 
what we’re teaching here, which is viewing 
and doing,” Keating said. “”Creating media 
today does not have to mean creating 
feature-length films for actual distribution. 

We’re living in an 
age where we’re 
all consumers 
and we’re all 
producers of 
media and we 
kind of break 
down the sort 
of big ideas 
into things that 
are playful, 
fun, creative, 
inspiring and can 
ultimately give 
one that great 
experience of 
sort of engaging 
in a visual way.”

Of course, the 
platform also is 

designed to enhance students’ classroom 
experience. Last summer seven middle 
school teachers from districts throughout 
Westchester, including Mount Pleasant, 
Scarsdale, Croton and Yonkers, attended 
the Media Arts Lab’s Summer Teachers 
Institute to be trained in a new curriculum 
called Image, Sound and Story.

The teachers returned to their schools 
this fall to employ the curriculum, which 
consists of hands-on projects for seventh- 
and eighth-grade students and includes 
capturing and editing images and video 
and revising and reflecting on their work. 
Students also produce work for the Do 

Now View Now feature.
Pierre Van Cortlandt Middle School 

in Croton sent media literacy teacher 
Johanna Mustacchi and English Language 
Arts teacher Matthew Zinman to the 
teachers institute. The teachers have 
been incorporating the curriculum into 
their classes this year and brought in 
a storytelling element during a Nov. 7 
Advisory Program meeting with their two 
seventh-grade classes.

The day’s theme was respect, which 
Zinman tied into the students’ earlier 
reading of Langston Hughes’ short story 
“Thank You, Ma’am.”

“Students are using the visual storytelling 
technique,” Zinman said. “(It) interrelates 
with the advisory theme of ‘respect.’”

Also included on the platform for 
teachers is the film center’s Learning 
Framework. Along with the traditional 
literacy of skills of reading, writing, 
speaking and listening, the framework 
platform expands those skills to include 
viewing and creating.

Keating said the platform also improves 
what the film center can offer students.

“These were things we were doing before 
but we were doing them less consistently,” 
she said. “We were using WordPress, we 
were using Blogger and we didn’t have 
a consolidated archive that could give 
students access for years to come.”

 

the Jacob Burns Film Center’s education platform, introduced in October, will 
help students and adults alike.

continued from page 1
A Winter Wonderland Comes to W’chester for Holiday Season

Nicole and Ray Rodriguez of Armonk 
said they enjoyed the Wonderland’s 
likeness to Bryant Park’s holiday display-
-without the added hassle of traveling 
into Manhattan with their three young 
children.

Joanne Fernandez, chair of the board 
of directors for Friends of Westchester 
County Parks, called the event “the 
crown jewel in Kensico Dam.”

A must-see tent for many was the Santa 
Experience, the opportunity to meet 

with Santa in his workshop and take free 
holiday photos with him. Throughout the 
month of December, entertainment will 
include an ice sculpting demonstration, 
a DJ Night and a performance by the 

Westchester Chordsmen.
Jeannie DiPalma, of Valhalla, a 

vendor selling Italian-imported pastas, 
anticipates an  increase in visitors to 
Winter Wonderland during the coming 
weeks as word spreads about all that it 
has to offer and the calendar goes deeper 
into the holiday season. The county 
projects a combined 20,000 visitors by 
the conclusion of its five-week run.

County Executive Rob Astorino, who 
was on hand for the opening ceremonies, 

urged county residents 
to provide feedback to 
the Parks Department so 
improvements can be made 
for next year.

Kensico Dam Plaza 
is located off the Bronx 
River Parkway in Valhalla. 
Winter Wonderland is 
open Wednesday through 
Sunday through Dec. 14. 
Starting Dec. 17, it is open 
daily through Sunday, Jan. 
4, except for Christmas 
Day. Hours are 4 to 10 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday 

and Fridays and Saturdays from 4 to 
11 p.m. Admission is $10;  children 
three years old and under get in for 
free. For more information, visit www.
wwinterwonderland.com.

An ice skating rink set at the base of  the Kensico Dam is featured 
at Westchester’s Winter Wonderland.

Santa Claus has set up a special 
mailbox on the front steps of City Hall 
in White Plains. The Mayor’s office says 
it is very honored that Santa has once 
again chosen White Plains for this 
very important purpose (they think 

it’s because the city has been especially 
good this year). Santa has invited all 
City of White Plains resident children 

to write to him using his special 
mailbox.

Children may drop their letters in the 
mailbox any time by Friday, December 
19. Children should remember to 
include their return address so that 

Santa can send them a personalized 
reply. White Plains City Hall is located 
at 255 Main Street.

Santa’s Mail Box
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Where to Enjoy a Glittery Holiday Celebration, Part 1
The Holiday Season 

is upon us, so whether 
you’ve been naughty or 
nice it’s time to make 
plans with friends and 
family. If you are going 
out, here are some festive 
suggestions for every 

palate, each offering a 
good dose of Holiday cheer.
Mulino’s Annual Holiday Fest Is Underway

It is over-the-top at Mulino’s of 
Westchester in White Plains during the 
holidays and it begins with the bright 
glittering lights and smell of chestnuts 
roasting at the entranceway. Take home 
a bag of them fresh from the roaster. The 
annual Christmas Holiday Fest at Mulino’s 
lasts right through the season and it’s a 

sight to behold for the whole family. 
Special Hint: Santa will be there live on 

Sunday, Dec. 21 from noon to 2:30 p.m. 
for their Holiday Open House featuring 
lots of toys and goodies for the children. 
All are invited. The fountain garden is 
beautiful as is the lavish dining room and 
bar/ lounge. General Manager Gimmy 
Cavagna and his staff are keeping the 
premises spiffy as ever: gesticulating 
Christmas decorations galore, holiday 
carolers, life size toy soldiers, the bursting 
colorful floral displays, the sparkling 
grappa and glassware collection, the 
handsome multilevel seating area. The 
Cold Seafood Platter is a wonder and 
fine to share as is their decadent version 
of Linguine Carbonara; plump tender 
Rack of Lamb served on the long bone; 
delicate Dover Sole finished off in the 
dining room; and perhaps for dessert have 
the wait staff whip up warm Zabaglione 

with fresh ripe berries tableside. And, oh 
that smooth Italian cheesecake. Open 7 
days through the Holiday Fest. Bring the 
whole family. The place sparkles. Valet 
parking. Reservations advised. Mulino’s 
of Westchester, 99 Court Street, White 
Plains; 914-761-1818; www.mulinosny.
com.
Sofrito’s Holiday Dining and 
Dancing Combo

Host-owner J R Morales 
and his team brought Sofrito, 
175 Main Street, White Plains 
(914-428-4740) up from 
Manhattan in 2011 and the 
place has become a must-stop 
on the Latin-themed dining 
and nightlife crawl. Take advantage of 
the new 3-course Prix Fixe lunch menu: 

$19.95. There are spirited 
Happy Hours from 3 to 
7 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the bar featuring 
specialty priced cocktails 
and appetizers. And 
among the best dining 
deals in Westchester 
right now are the fixed 
price multi-course 
dinners served at 
rhythm-filled Sofrito 
7 days a week. There 
is also the 4-course 
Classico: starting with 
appetizers, a second 
course of soup or 
fresh salad; choice 
of five main courses 
including Salmon in 
caper sauce with garlic 
spinach; then finish 
with dessert. Cost is: 
$45. The 5-course VIP 
includes the family 
style appetizer platter, 
followed by traditional 
Sancocho soup with 
assorted meats, root 
vegetables, sofrito and 

corn, then the fresh Sofrito Chopped 
Salad. There is a choice of five main 
courses including Paella, or Whole 
Red Snapper with coconut rice, then 
the dessert platter. Cost of the VIP: 
$55 per person before tax and gratuity. 
Check out the Latin Sushi, too. Open 7 
days a week for lunch, dinner and Sunday 
brunch. Dancing and live entertainment 
schedule. Municipal and valet parking; 
www.sofritowhiteplains.com.
Pizza, Pasta and Holiday Parmigiana

Partners Mario Lombardo and 
James Romanelli of Lombardo’s, 1203 
Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains (914-
615-9090) have been doing a bustling 
business since their opening a year ago last 
summer. They have a Happy Hour that is 
just as easy on your wallet as the rest of 
their reasonably priced Italian-American 
menu. Mondays through Fridays from 
3:30 to 6:30 p.m. the house offers half-

price appetizers, including their popular 
pizzette, and specially priced beverages 
and cocktails at the bar only. Fresh made 
appetizers and pizzette available as Happy 
Hours deals include: a stacked platter of 
Zucchini Fritti served with marinara or 
fra diavolo sauce; Zuppa di Cozze, fresh 
cultivated mussels steamed in your choice 

of white wine garlic and 
herb broth, or served in a 
fresh garlic and crushed 
plum tomato brodino; 
Calamari Italian Antipasto 
for two; Spuntino alla 
Lombardo, goat cheese 
and flame roasted peppers 
wrapped in prosciutto, 

drizzled with balsamic; and such 
shareable pizzette as the Vegetarian, with 
spinach, broccoli, flame roasted peppers 
and mushrooms topped with fresh 
mozzarella. Lombardo’s is open 7 days a 
week for lunch and dinner. Banquets for 
up to 20 guests. Catering. Free parking. 
www.lombardospizza.com
Ciao to All this Holiday

Zef and the amiable crew at Ciao, 

5-7 John Albanese Place, Eastchester 
(914-779-4646) are marking their 25th 
Anniversary at their bustling trattoria with 
a major renovation of the tri-floor building 
along with generous platters of Italian/
American cuisine served with gusto. Be 
seated and have Peter, the genial general 
manager suggest such open kitchen 
specialties as: Hot Antipasto for two, three 
or more, loaded with delectable fruits of 
the sea; fresh Arugula Salad with goat 
cheese, marinated Portobello mushrooms, 
sprinkled with balsamic vinegar; house 
made Pappardelle with fresh tomato, basil 
and chunks of fresh mozzarella; Salmon 
ala Ciao, with white wine, lemon, capers 

and asparagus; delicious Chicken Paillard, 
or Veal Salvaggio, decadently good with 
cognac, garlic, sage, shitake and porcini 
mushrooms. From the grill come such 
hefty cuts as: Broiled Veal Chop, Black 
Angus Shell Steak, Sausages Frioli served 
with peppers (hot or sweet), mushrooms, 
onions and sliced potatoes; and Pork 
Chops with vinegar peppers. Good crusty 
pizzas, too. If you have room left, try one 
of the house made desserts. Cozy, friendly 
bar. Party facilities. Open 7 days a week. 
Major credit cards. Free and valet parking. 
www.ciaoeastchester.com.
Robust Italian Out of a Sparkling Diner

Chef-owner and personable host 
Dean Vivolo of Trattoria Vivolo, 301 
Halstead Ave., Harrison (914-835-
6199), serves his robust regional Italian 
cuisine out of a vintage diner just across 
from Harrison’s Metro-North station. 
Sit at the counter, tuck into a booth, or 
take a table in the rear greenhouse and 
enjoy the surprising contemporary and 
traditional flavors emanating from his 
kitchen: tasty thin-crusted pizza; fresh 
old-fashioned Meatballs and Sausage; 

Rabbit Cacciatore; Crostino di Polenta, 
topped with wild mushrooms, gorgonzola 
and tomato sauce; Lasagna Bolognese al 
Forno; Osso Buco, tender braised veal 
shank; occasional Roasted Porchetta; and 
warm fresh Zabaglione with fresh fruit 
for dessert. Good wine list. Sparkling 
lights evenings. Open 7 days; free parking; 
www.trattoriavivolo.com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant consultant 
and former restaurant trade magazine 
editor. He has been tracking and writing 
about the food and dining scene in greater 
Westchester for over 25 years. He may 
be reached at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: 
gutreactions@optonline.net. 

 By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

A life-size nutcracker soldier guards the dining room at Mulino’s White 
Plains.

A view of  the bar/lounge at Sofrito, White Plains.
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Wolfert’s Roost Opens in Irvington 
With a $129, 38-oz. Tomahawk Steak Dish

By Jerry Eimbinder
A new eatery with the 

unusual name of Wolfert’s 
Roost has opened in the space 
previously occupied by the 
Cupcake Kitchen in Irvington. 

The menu includes a 28-day 
dry-aged, bone-in rib-eye steak 
weighing 38 ounces and priced 
at $129, known as a Tomahawk 
steak because it looks like a 
tomahawk. Chef/Owner Eric 
Korn said, “It comes with two 
sides, roasted garlic, a few 
herbs, and a quick drizzle of 
olive oil and, oh yeah, one last 
thing, if you ask for anything 
more than medium, you can’t 
have it.” 

The comfort-food menu 
developed by Korn and Chef 
Jennie Werts has medium 
plates such as a spaghetti and 
pork-ragu torta ($15) and 
large plates capable of feeding 
two that include an over-sized 
burger and fries ($16) and 
potato-less gnocchi ($18). Also offered 
are a $65 tasting menu and a large bowl 
of spicy mussels with coconut and pickled 
chilies ($22).

Fried chicken costs $18 and up, and a 
variety of salads are offered at $10 and up. 

Korn is the founder of Irvington’s 
Good-Life Gourmet, a boutique-event 
caterer a few doors away from Wolfert’s 
Roost. Werts was formerly a sous chef at 
Tom Valenti’s Quest on the Upper East 
Side of Manhattan.  

The restaurant is open only for dinner 
at this time and not open yet on Sunday. 
Lunch and weekend brunch service is 
planned.

Wolfert Ecker was a Dutch colonial 
government tax collector. His home and 
estate was bought by author Washington 

Irving and its name, “Wolfert’s Roost,” 
would become the title of one of Irving’s 
short stories. 

A prominent place in American history 
would later be gained by the property, 
located in Tarrytown near the Hudson 
River.  Irving renamed it “Sunnyside” 
and after many years had passed, it 
would become a world-famous tourism 
destination operated by Historic Hudson 
Valley.

Reservations are not accepted. Wolfert’s 
Roost is located at 100 Main Street, 
Irvington,;  www.wolfertsroostirv.com; 
914-478-8080.
Other food-related events:

Croton-on-Hudson: Memphis Mae’s 
BBQ Bistro will continue its beer/dinner 
series on December 15, 2014 with beer 

from the Southern Tier Brewing Company 
of Lakewood. Five courses and five drafts 
are planned at $55 per person plus tax 
and gratuity. 137 South Riverside Avenue;  
www.memphis-maes.com; 914-271-0125.

Elmsford: Singer/song writer Louis 
Vanaria, a Larchmont resident, will 
perform at Rini’s Restaurant in Elmsford 
on Dec. 5 with the Tony J Jazz Masters Trio 
at 7:30 p.m. Vanaria, also a veteran actor, 
appeared as the Philadelphia bootlegger 
executed by Jimmy Darmody in HBO’s 
Boardwalk Empire and as Crazy Mario in 
Robert De Niro’s film “A Bronx Tale.” No 
cover charge. 12 West Main Street;  www.
rinistorante.com; 914-592-6799.

Hastings-on-Hudson: Gabrielle 
Hamilton, Chef/Owner of Prune, a 
Manhattan restaurant, will talk on Dec. 3 

about her new book “Prune,” a 320-
page cookbook released by Random 
House on Nov. 4, 2014. Hamilton is 
also the author of “Blood, Bones & 
Butter: The Inadvertent Education 
of a Reluctant Chef,” published in 
2012. Her talk is one of three book 
readings that follow a $25 buffet 
Indian dinner, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
at Riverview, 1 Warburton Avenue. 
To reserve a seat, contact  DeLauné 
Michel’s  Spoken Interludes by email 
at  rsvp@spokeninterludes.com.  

Irvington: The Black Cat Café 
has new artwork by Danish artist 
Janus Tyrpak adorning its walls and 
available for purchase. “Two of the 
paintings are paraphrases of Goya,” 
said Kirsten Wildfang, a founder 
of Nordic Artwork, the firm that 
loaned the paintings to the coffee 
shop. Born in Muszyna, Poland, 
Tyrpak has lived in Denmark since 
1990; his work has been exhibited in 
32 countries. Celebrating its seventh 
anniversary next week, the Black Cat 
Café is open for breakfast and lunch 

seven days a week. Cash only. 45 Main 
Street;   www.blackcatchef.com; 914-231-
9060. 

Tarrytown: Equus at the Castle Hotel 
& Spa offers a four-course, tasting menu 
on Christmas Day, Dec. 25 at $89 per 
person plus tax and gratuity. Pairing with 
three wines adds $36 per person. Choices 
include scallops and truffle Mille-Feuille, 
lobster and squash ravioli, monkfish, 
Washugyu sirloin with braised oxtail, 
New Zealand venison and more. One-
night accommodation packages include 
a deluxe room, breakfast for two, and 
Christmas Day dinner for two; pricing 
starts at $615 per couple plus tax and 
gratuity.  400 Benedict Avenue; www.
castlehotelandspa.com; 914-631-1980.

 The Restaurant Examiner

tomahawk steak is the signature dish at Wolfert’s Roost, a new restaurant in Irvington.

“A Holiday Open House” will 
be conducted by Historic Hudson Valley 
at the  Philipsburg Manor  in Sleepy 
Hollow on December 6-7, 13-14 and 20-
21, 2014. 

Holiday gifts and unique Hudson 
Valley merchandise will be available for 
purchase at the manor’s  Museum Shop 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Free sweet treats and hot 
beverages will be served.

Visitors can participate in hands-on 
construction of winter-themed crafts and 
listen to live fiddle music. The area will be 
lit by candle lanterns and bonfires. 

The admission cost to 
attend  A Holiday Open 
House is $14 for adults, $12 
for seniors, $8 for children 
3-17, and free for children 
under 3 and Historic 
Hudson Valley members.

On the same dates, 
across the street at the 
Old Dutch Church, 
storyteller  Jonathan Kruk 
will present  the classic 
Charles Dickens story of 
Ebenezer Scrooge and the 

ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and 
Future. Performance times are 3:30, 4:45 
and 6 p.m. This event is recommended 
for ages 10 and older.

Combination ticket prices (for 
attending both events) are available at $24 
for adults and $20 for children under 18. 
Historic Hudson Valley members receive 
a $5 per-ticket discount.

Parking is free at the Philipsburg 
Manor, 381 North Broadway (Route 9) in 
Sleepy Hollow. For more information or 
to buy tickets,  go to  www.hudsonvalley.
org or call 914-366-6900.

Holiday Entertainment Planned for Sleepy Hollow’s Philipsburg Manor and Old Dutch Church

Philipsburg Manor in winter.
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 120214

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

adoption
A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad.Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Condos For salE
CENTRAL FLORIDA Direct Water-
front Condo at below builder cost! Was 
$560,000, Now $169,900. 3 bedroom, 
turnkey, close to major cities. Visit online 
fllakefrontcondos.com

HElp WantEd
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 

SETTLED? Contact Woodford Broth-
ers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
CATSKILL MTN SHORT SALE! 108 
acres - $189,900 Mtn views, new well, 
fields, woods, subdividable!Town rd, 
utils! $200K under market! Fin avail! 888-
479-3394 Newyorklandandlakes.com

LENDER ORDERED SALE! 10 acres - 
$29,900 Trout stream, woods, apple trees, 
town rd, utils, EZ terms! Priced $30K 
below market! 888-905-8847 or newyor-
klandandlakes.com

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close toriverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

rEal EstatE
Discover Delaware's Resort Living 
Without Resort Pricing! Milder winters 
& low taxes! Gated Community with 
amazing amenities! New Homes $80's. 
Brochures available- 1-866-629-0770 or 
www.coolbranch.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates.Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

IF YOU USED THE 
BLOOD THINNER XARELTO

and suffered internal bleeding, hemorrhaging, 
required hospitalization or a loved one died while 
taking Xarelto between 2011 and the present time, 

you may be entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Dec. 2
Tuesdays at Dorry’s.  Ali Seckin, 

MD will talk about Longevity and 
Anti-Aging. Dr. Seckin works at 
Hackensack University Medical Center 
as the Vice-Chair of Pain and Palliative 
Medicine Institute in the Department of 
Anesthesiology. As a hobby, he teaches 
anti-aging and longevity classes around 
the country. He was born in Turkey, 
where he became a Doctor of Medicine 
at Istanbul University, Cerrahpasa 
Medical School, Istanbul. “Conversation 
partners” come weekly for informal table 
talk. There is no charge. After voting 
just come and order your food from 
Sylvia and enjoy the discussion and the 
company; 6 to 7 p.m. Food ordering 
starts at  5:30 p.m. Dorry’s Diner, 468 
Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains.

Wednesday, Dec. 3
Noonday Getaway Concert. Critically 

acclaimed pianists Svetlana Gorokhovich 
and Ireno Portenko return to Downtown 
Music at Grace with a program of 
virtuoso works for piano four-hands 
including music of Bach, Rachmaninoff, 
Piazzolla and Liszt. 12:10 p.m. Free 
admission. At Grace Episcopal Church, 
corner of Main Street and Mamaroneck 
Avenue, White Plains.

Holiday Networking Mixer & 
Celebration. Celebrate the holiday 
season with Westchester Networking for 
Professionals at our Holiday Networking 
Mixer & Celebration.  Guests will meet, 
mix and get re-acquainted with friends, 
co-workers and professionals while 
enjoying open bar, complimentary 
appetizers, entertainment and grab bag 
exchange.  Attendees are asked to bring 
a non-perishable food item to donate to 
the food drive in support of Food Bank 
for Westchester.  For ticket information 
visit  http://www.wnfp.org  or call 914-
266-0347; 6 to 8 p.m. at Location: Vintage 
Bar & Restaurant, 171 Main Street, White 
Plains.

Westchester’s Winter Wonderland. 
This holiday season more than 2.5 million 
LED lights will transform the Kensico 
Dam Plaza in Valhalla into a festive 
wonderland for families and friends to 
celebrate the spirit of the season.  Open 
Wednesdays through Sundays until 
December 14. Beginning Wednesday, 
December 17 through Sunday, January 
4th the program runs continuously from 
4 to 10 p.m. weekdays and Sundays, and 

4 to 11 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays.
Neu First Wednesdays: Vitaly 

Komar. The museum hosts an intimate 
conversation with Vitaly Komar, who 
has spent much of his career reacting to 
what he has called “the overproduction 
of ideology and its propaganda,” most 
notably Soviet Socialist Realism. 
Komar’s work is included in the current 
exhibition “This Leads to Fire: Russian 
Art from Nonconformism to Global 
Capitalism, Selections from the Kolodzei 
Art Foundation Collection.” Neuberger 
Museum of Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-251-
6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

Thursday, Dec. 4
Christmas Tree Sale. The North 

White Plains Fire Company No. 1 will 
be hosting its annual Christmas tree sale 
as a fund raising event again this year. 
This event will be held at the firehouse, 
located at 621 North Broadway, North 
White Plains. All ages are welcome, and 
parking is free. The sale will continue 
through Saturday, Dec. 20th unless sold 
out. Trees are priced according to type 
and size. Thursdays and Fridays 4 to 8 
p.m.; Saturdays & Sundays 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m.

YMCA Healthy Lifestyles Seminar. 
Benefits of Holistic Practices presented 
by Chiropractor Dr. Anthony and 
Acupuncturist Karen Sayegh (both with 
practices in White Plains) is part of an 
ongoing YMCA seminar series at the 
White Plains facility on Mamaroneck 
Avenue, Thursdays through February 
5th; 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. Members of the 
White Plains YMCA may attend all 
sessions within the series for free. The 
presentations are open to the community 
at large ($5 for adults and $2 for children, 
for each date). Adults wishing to attend 
all 10 dates may do so for $40 (at $10 
savings), and children for $15 (a $5 
savings). For more information call 914 
949-8030, ext. 215 or visit www.ymca-
cnw.org.

Pet Food Fundraiser. Anthony’s Coal 
Fired Pizza of White Plains is donating 
20 percent of tracked dine-in and carry 
out meals to the Hudson Valley Pet Food 
Pantry on Thursdays through December 
18th. Tell your server before ordering that 
you are supporting HVPFP. Anthony’s 
Coal Fired Pizza is located at 264 Main 
St., White Plains; 914-358-9702.

David Benoit’s Christmas Tribute to 
Charlie Brown Featuring Local Youth 
Choir. “A Charlie Brown Christmas” 
is a tradition enjoyed around the world 
by fans of all ages. Now, 50 years later, 
contemporary jazz piano legend David 
Benoit is paying tribute to this incredible 
piece of entertainment history. This 
inspirational tribute concert will be 

performed with an all-star choir of local 
youth. Paramount Theatre Hudson 
Valley, 1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 
7 p.m. $34, $39 and $49. Info and 
tickets: 914-739-0039 ext. 2, visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com or e-mail 
boxoffice@paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Wine and Wolves. Join Ambassador 
wolf Atka and the Wolf Conservation 
Center family to toast to 14 years 
of success in the center’s mission of 
education and conservation at a festive 
holiday party. Dozens of the area’s finest 
restaurants, liquor stores and merchants 
will supply wonderful food, wine and 
holiday gifts for auction via silent bid. 
Music will be provided. Waccabuc 
Country Club’s Carriage House, (90 
Mead St., Waccabuc. 7 p.m. $100.  Pre-
registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Saturday, Dec. 6
17th Annual Margaret Eberle Fair 

Trade Festival. 30+ International & local 
fair trade arts & crafts vendors; Vendor/
Artisan led workshops about their trade; 
Hot lunch and homemade baked goods 
for sale; Free parking or Bee-Line bus 
#5 & #60; Suggested admission $2 - $5 
(A portion of your admission will be 
donated to a fair trade cause in honor 
of Margaret Eberle); Live music and 
more. Organized by: Memorial UMC, 
The LOFT: LGBT Center, Westchester 
MLK Jr. Institute for Nonviolence, and 
WESPAC; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Memorial 
United Methodist Church. Asbury Hall, 
250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains.

PIVOT Open House Sale.  December 
6th & 7th from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Holiday 
art furniture and gift sale; meet the PIVOT 
team, as we support social awareness and 
enterprise in business. PIVOT is a social 
enterprise of the Osborne Association (a 
registered 501[c]3) that employs people 
who have been in conflict with the law 
or have  faced significant life challenges, 
giving them a second chance. PIVOT 
is currently featuring a collection of art 
furniture pieces, home decor items and 
lighting for the home made from recycled 
musical instruments; 145 Palisades 
Street, Dobbs Ferry (Lower Level #9).

Handel’s Messiah. The Taghkanic 
Chorale will perform George Frideric 
Handel’s most celebrated oratorio, 
Messiah, with soloists, oboists, trumpets, 
timpani and strings, under the direction 
of maestro Steven Fox. The concerts 
will be performed Saturday, Dec. 6 at 8 
p.m. at Valhalla Methodist Church, 200 
Columbus Ave, Valhalla and Sunday, 
Dec. 7 at 4 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 7 South Highland Ave (Rte. 
9), Ossining.   Audience members 
are invited to join Chorale members, 
Mr. Fox, soloists and musicians for a 

reception after the concerts. Admission 
is $25 for adults, $23 for seniors, and 
$12 for students. Children under 12 
accompanied by an adult are free. For 
tickets and information please call 914 
737-6707 or visit www.taghkanicchorale.
org.

Full Moon Holiday Wolf Walk. 
Celebrate the final full moon of 2013 
with wolves. While keeping warm by the 
outdoor fire pit, guests will enjoy warm 
drinks, sugary treats and the symphony 
of howls from the dozens of wolves that 
call the Wolf Conservation Center home. 
Learn about the history of wolves in the 
United States, the importance of them 
in a healthy ecosystem and the efforts 
to save these magnificent creatures for 
future generations. (Program will be 
cancelled in the event of rain.) Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 
5 p.m. $20. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Visit www.
nywolf.org. 

Sunday, Dec. 7
Christmas Concert. With a Latin 

Flavor; 5 p.m. at Grace Episcopal Church, 
33 Church St., White Plains; Tickets $15 
in advance, $20 at the door; Call 917-501-
8568 or 347-228-4579.

White Plains Tree Lighting. City 
Lights, Bright Holiday Lights.Get into 
the holiday spirit and join hundreds of 
your neighbors at Tibbits Park on North 
Broadway, White Plains; 4 to 6 p.m. Games, 
rides, ice sculpture, entertainment. Snow 
date Monday, Dec. 8.

Nuclear Energy and Indian Point. 
Gary Shaw, a member of the Leadership 
Council of the Indian Point Safe Energy 
Coalition, will speak on the topic of 
”Nuclear Energy and Indian Point: What 
They Don’t Tell You” at 10:30 a.m., at the 
Ethical Culture Society of Westchester, 
7 Saxon Wood Road (off Mamaroneck 
Avenue) in White Plains. Shaw was 
the lead writer of the award-winning 
documentary ”Indian Point—Nowhere to 
Run” and received the Wespac Peace and 
Justice Award for his work on the Indian 
Point issue. For more information, please 
call the Society at (914) 948-1120 or visit 
its website, ethicalsocietywestchester.org.

Bird Feeder Birds. Observe which 
birds are coming to the feeder, and then 
make a pinecone feeder to take home. 
Cranberry Lake Preserve, 1609 Old 
Orchard St., North White Plains. 1 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-428-1005.
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EX AMINER SPORTS
Harrison Boys Basketball Team Still Hungry to Take Another Next Step

Woodlands Grapplers Set for Another Solid Season on the Mats

By Skip Pearlman
After going 16-5 and making it to the 

County Center last winter – before losing 
to Eastchester in the sectional semifinals 
– the Harrison High boys basketball team 
is hungry to take the next step forward. 

But a lot of teams have a goal of getting 
their hands on a gold ball. And just like it 
is with so many other teams, it all depends 
on how quickly the Huskies’ newcomers 
can adjust to the varsity level, and mesh 
with the team’s veterans. 

“We’re kind of in the middle,” Harrison’s 
eighth-year coach Gary Chiarella said. 
“We have some with good experience, 
and we have some with zero varsity 
experience. Our JV had great success last 
year, and we hope to get them to blend 
with our experienced players. We have 
some good talent back.”

Harrison lost All-Section PG Nick 
Esposito to graduation, along with All-
League F Coby Lefkowitz, and the team’s 
top scorer, and All-League G, Matt Stein 
(15PPG).

The Huskies will be relying on senior 
F Joe Nannariello (10PPG, 9RPG last 
season) and junior PG Zach Evans – both 
returning starters – along with returning 
center Omar Neshiewat, to provide 
leadership, and the three will serve as 
team captains. 

“I’m looking for them to step up their 
game,” Chiarella said of his team leaders. 
“Last year we (the coaches) didn’t have 

to do too much… the captains set the 
tone. They’ll step up and help make the 
transition easier, help the younger players 
adjust to the varsity.”

Senior C Dustin Hart and senior guard 
Justin Stagg are also back from last year’s 
squad, leaving seven new players – juniors 

AJ Magee, Jeff Solomon, Jack Hochman, 
Frank Fiorino, Tyler Gersten and Michael 
Nannariello, and senior forward Brian 
Ganis to round out the Huskies’ roster. 

“We think Stagg and Joe can be our 
offensive leaders,” Chiarella said. “And 
others can pick up their share of scoring, 
know their roles. Omar and Joe will be 
stoppers and rebounders, they’re both 
great rebounders, and Zach will take the 
opponent’s best player.”

And with a relatively small lineup, the 
Huskies will play to their strength. “I 
think we’ll have to do a lot of switching on 
defense, pressing,” the coach said. “Other 
than Joe (6-4) and Omar (6-4) we’re a 
bit height challenged… but we feel that 
guards can rule in high school basketball, 
so we want to push and shoot. And at the 
end run plays. It will be a challenge.”

Chiarella said a few of the new players 
are likely to be heard from. “Jack can 
shoot, and Ganis can help us. I think they 
all bring something to the table.”

“To be successful, we’ll really need to 
stay disciplined, and take care of the ball,” 
he added. “Run our sets, play defense, 
and rebound. A lot depends on how 
quickly the younger players can adjust 
to the varsity level, and blend in with the 
veterans.”

Harrison plays in a league with Rye, 
Port Chester, Pelham, Eastchester and 
Byram Hills, and despite some tough 
competition, Chiarella sees the Huskies as 

being right in the mix. 
“Byram, Eastchester and Pelham are all 

excellent,” he said. “But I do believe we 
can compete for the league title. It just 
depends on how fast our team can come 
together. We got to the County Center, 
but we haven’t won the league in a long 
time. That’s always our first goal. But we 
want the County Center again, and we 
want to try to win it. They got a taste, now 
hopefully the boys are hungry.”

Harrison opens the season at home on 
December 10, taking on Tappan Zee at 
6:15 p.m.

By Skip Pearlman
Last year’s Woodlands High wrestling 

team won its first league title since 1997, 
and went on to place fifth in the section in 
Division 2. 

So there’s little doubt that coach 
Jason Parker and the Falcons will be 
aiming to repeat, and then improve their 
performance in the sectional tournament. 

But it won’t be easy.
Woodlands will be without All-Section 

152-pounder Elder Calim, who finished 
second at sectionals, as well as All-League 

picks Giovanni Betances, 
Houston Porter and 
Marshawn Dickson.

But those losses open the 
door for young wrestlers 
looking to make a name. 
“We have some solid 
returning wrestlers,” Baker 
said, “and some up-and-
coming athletes. And I 
definitely think we have 
some potential standouts.”

That list starts with 
returning All-League 
seniors Daniel Kraemer 
(160, fifth at sectionals) and 
Awa Nyambi (132, sixth at sectionals), 
who will serve as team captains. “They’ve 
both had some success, but they haven’t 
approached the All-Section area yet,” 
Baker said. “They are hungry to do that 
this season, and both are capable.”

Baker is also expecting big things from 
returning All-League juniors Antonio 
Espada (126, fourth at sectionals) and 
Sumner Kataka (138, fifth at sectionals), 
as well as returning senior Miguel Lopez 
(170).

“Antonio and Sumner got very close 
to All-Section last year,” Baker said. “I 
believe they can take the next step, and 
get to the finals. These guys (Kraemer, 
Nyambi, Espada and Kataka) all have 
great motivation. 

Seventh-grade, 99-pounder Nasim 
Norman and junior 285-pounder Dondi 
Crawford top the list of newcomers to the 
varsity who are likely to be heard from. 

“Nasim came here from New Rochelle 
last year, and I think he can be a great 
wrestler,” Baker said. “He picked up the 

sport so fast… And Dondi wrestled a 
few years ago, but he’s not your typical 
285-pounder… he’s very athletic, he can 
move like not many 285-pounders. It will 
be interesting to see him in action. They’re 
two great additions.”

The Falcons compete in a league 
with Irvington, Croton, Edgemont and 
Hastings. 

Baker said the team will need to grow 
as the season goes on, and repeating as 
league champs will be a challenge.  

“I think the team has to grow to do 
well in dual meets,” he said. “It will take 
some coming together to repeat last year 
(league title). It will take us improving and 
learning… there will be some growing, 
but I think we’ll adapt. Sectionals will be 
tough. Pearl River is now in Division 2, 
and they’re typically good. Our goal is to 
have some individuals place higher, then 
we can move up as a team. We want to put 
ourselves in position to do well.”

Woodlands opens the season 
December 3 at the Section 1 Dual Meet 
Championships at Irvington HS at  
3:30 p.m.

Junior PG and team captain Zach Evans will look 
to run the offense for the huskies again

Opposing defenses will be looking for ways to slow 
down harrison’s Joe Nannariello. 

SKIP PEARLMAN PhOtOS

Woodlands senior and team captain Daniel Kraemer (top) and the 
Falcons look for another good season on the mats.

SKIP PEARLMAN PhOtOS

Junior Antonio Espada took fourth in the section 
last winter.
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Harrison Girls Set to Run the Court, and Go Deep Into Playoffs
By Skip Pearlman

The Harrison High girl’s basketball 
team lost some good talent to graduation 
last spring, including All-Section center 
Kyle Lefkowitz and PG Paige Brabant. 
But with Gia Mancini and Gabby Morris 
back to lead a strong group of returnees 
and newcomers, the Huskies are looking 

forward to a good winter.
“We have a good combination of upper 

class experience, and a very successful 
JV team last year,” Harrison coach Louis 

Kail said. “The youth 
and experience is a nice 
combination.”

Morris, a senior 
guard, and Mancini, a 
junior guard, are the 
team’s only returning 
starters from last year’s 
11-9 squad that lost to 
Ardsley in the sectional 
quarterfinals. Junior 
forward Jess Scazzero 
and seniors Alexandria 
Franco (PG), Alexis 
Shannon (G) and Julia 
Soltz (F) also return 
from last year’s team. 

Freshmen Avery 
LaBarbara (PG) and 
Jamie Pravino (G), 
junior Stevie Capelli 
(F), sophs Kendall 
Lefkowitz (F) and 
Megan Clow (F), and 
senior Carly Uretta (G) 
all join the varsity team 
this season. 

Harrison’s opening 
night lineup could 
include Mancini, 
Morris, Capelli, 
Scazzero and Franco, 

with Lefkowitz, LaBarbara and Shannon 
coming off the bench. But nothing is 
certain.

“I think our starters have played 
together for a while,” Kail said. “The 
seniors have taken control, and done a 
great job buying into our philosophy.”

The coach said he wants his team to 
take advantage of its speed.

“ Our ability to get up and down 
the court should cause problems for 
opponents,” Kail said. “All of them can 
dribble, they all can shoot, and shoot 
three’s – which is pretty exciting.

“One thing we pride ourselves in is that 
we have no one go-to player,” Kail added. 
“We can have five or six girls who can lead 
us in scoring or rebounding in any game.”

Harrison will be in a league that 
includes Rye, Port Chester, Eastchester 
and Pelham, and Kail believes the Huskies 
can play a role.

“Winning a league title is always a goal,” 
he said. “Rye has a lot back, and they will 
be a threat. Pelham and Eastchester are 
new to the league… but I expect us to 

be in the mix in late February, and we’d 
like to go farther into the playoffs than we 
went last year.”

The Huskies open the winter season 
hosting Ursuline B December 8 at 6:15 
p.m.
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harrison junior guard Gia Mancini

Senior forward Julia Soltz.

SKIP PEARLMAN PhOtOS
Senior guard Gabby Morris is one of  two 
returning starters for the huskies. 
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