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By Martin Wilbur
Westchester County Executive Rob 

Astorino was inaugurated for his second 
term on New Year’s Day with renewed 
hope for greater bipartisanship and a 
realistic possibility at a run for governor 
later this year.

Accompanied by his family and a 
roomful of friends and supporters, 
Astorino was administered the oath 
shortly after noon by state Supreme 
Court Justice Robert Neary in his 
ninth-floor office at the county building 
in White Plains. The ceremony was 
followed by a public reception attended 
by an estimated 400 people.

Astorino said every 
day he comes to work he 
still feels the same sense 
of awe and responsibility 
that he felt his first day on 
the job.

“I thank everybody 
who put their trust in 
me,” he said moments 
after being administered 
the oath. “The elections 
are over. So it’s been two 
months since the election 
and now we get back to 
governing and do what 
we’re supposed to do.”

Astorino, 46, is optimistic that the first 
year of his second term will be a lot more 
manageable to govern than his first two 
years in office, and even the past two 
years when he no longer had to contend 
with a Democratic supermajority on the 
Board of Legislators. 

At its first meeting of the year on 
Monday night, the board is scheduled to 
vote on new bipartisan leadership, which 
would install veteran legislators Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers) and Jim Maisano 
(R-New Rochelle), chairman and vice 
chairman of the board, respectively. The 
county executive said that should go a 
long way to ending some of the time-
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Astorino Looks for Bipartisanship, Mulls Governor Run to Start Second Term

continued on page 7

Weathering the Big Freeze Gov. Cuomo to  
Open Way for Medical 
Marijuana in NYS
By Pat Casey 

Governor Andrew Cuomo is expected 
to announce plans this week to take 
executive action that would allow 
limited use of marijuana for medical 
reasons within the State of New York.

The announcement, made over the 
weekend and released by The New York 
Times, comes on the heels of Colorado’s 
new law, which made recreational 
marijuana use legal in that state on 
January 1.

The governor’s plan will name 20 
hospitals across New York State that 
will be able to prescribe marijuana to 
patients with cancer, glaucoma or other 
diseases that meet standards to be set 
by the New York State Department of 
Health.

During the 2013 Legislative Session 
the State Assembly passed a Medical 
Marijuana Bill that stalled in the State 
Senate. 

New Thoughts 
On Bullying

continued on page 3

County Executive Rob Astorino took the oath of  office on New Year’s 
Day at his office in White Plains with his wife, Sheila, and three children 
looking on. While he makes plans for his second term, he also may test 
the waters in a race for governor against Andrew Cuomo later this year.

Crusaders 
Basketball

Page 15

By Pat Casey
As this issue of The 

White Plains Examiner 
goes to press Winter 
Storm Hercules has 
passed, dumping about 
eight inches of fluffy 
white snow, temperatures 
have dropped to single 
digits, risen to the upper 
fifties accompanied by 
rain showers via Winter 
Storm Ion, and now will 
drop to frigid numbers 
again overnight, creating 
an icing event that could 
prove dangerous.

The weather indeed is 
the top story these past 
few days.

While the kids and some 
parents came out to play 
over the weekend there 
was a lot of serious work 

going on. In White 
Plains, DPW 
(Department of 
Public Works) 
crews kept roads 
clear as the 
Mayor’s office 
asked residents 
to remove cars 
from all city 
streets overnight 
on Thursday. 
Free parking 
was offered for 
vehicles registered 
to addresses 
within the City of 
White Plains at 
Hamilton-Main 
and Chester-
Maple Parking 
Garages for a 24-
hour period from 
continued on page 7

Taking a winter-weather joy ride. The hills behind White Plains High School provided plenty of  snow 
and room for sleds to fly through the air on Saturday afternoon. Despite harsh temperatures the 
kids came out to play.

Page 10
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By Jon Craig
City Court Judge Jo Ann 

Friia administered oaths of 
office  Monday  night to White Plains 
Mayor Thomas Roach and three 
incumbent Council members who were 
reelected in November: Democrats 
John Kirkpatrick, John Martin and Beth 
Smayda.

The newly seated council then 
unanimously elected Martin as the next 
council president, succeeding Smayda.

There was no action to fill a vacant seat 
on the seven-member Council, left open 
by Ben Boykin, who was elected to the 
County legislature.

The mayor thanked residents and city 
employees. “People who live here love 
this city,’’ Roach said. “Everyone on this 
council is focused on what is in the best 
interest of this city. We brought fiscal 
stability to this city. We’re seeing an 
interest in development of our downtown 

parcels. It is a city that gets right to work. 
We have a lot of great things coming. 
Our best years are ahead of us.”

During public comments before the 
start of the formal Council Meeting, 
Stuart Levine, owner of Vino 100, raised 
concerns that are likely to become Martin’s 

thorniest first order of business as council 
president. Levine said he’s opposed to a 
proposed addition to Chapter 4-25 of the 
White Plains Municipal Code that would 
require certain establishments including 
restaurants, bars and liquor stores to 
install a particular type of video camera 

system.
Levine says he has adequate security, 

but that the new ordinance would 
require installing a different style/make 
of camera that points straight toward the 
street. Police and building department 
officials would have access to each 
store’s video. The new equipment would 
cost thousands of dollars, Levine said 
and place a burden on new businesses. 
At a minimum, Levine said, existing 
businesses should be grandfathered in so 
they do not have to upgrade or replace 
their security systems at their cost. He 
said he was speaking for many other 
businesses downtown. Why can’t police 
just send an email blast to all downtown 
businesses to be on the lookout for 
suspects of crimes, he asked. It would be 
more effective.

The council took no action on the 
ordinance, which was set to have a 
second reading Monday.

Reelected Council Members Sworn In Monday Night

JoN CRAig PHoTo

Get On Deck with
The George Ondek Show

To all my viewers on 
Youtube and Cablevision 

I wish you all a Happy, Healthy & 
Prosperous New Year!

You can continue to watch the George Ondek Show on
Cablevision & Youtube. Current shows include guests

Ex-State Senator Nick Spano and Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano.
Also; Special Honoree John Rooney and the Rooney family  

of Empire City Raceway in Yonkers, as well as new  
Peekskill Mayor Frank Catalina..

This month sponsored by LaVilletta II in Peekskill

Gov. Cuomo to Open Way for Medical Marijuana in NYS
continued from page 1

Cuomo’s plan, however, does not 
require the State Legislature because 
it uses a provision in the public health 
law that allows the use of controlled 
substances by patients with cancer, 
glaucoma, and other diseases. 

The Antonio G. Olivieri Controlled 
Substance Therapeutic Research 
Program, at the root of Cuomo’s plan, was 
developed when Olivieri, a New York City 
councilman and state assemblyman, died 
in 1980 at age 39. Suffering from a brain 
tumor, he used marijuana to overcome 
some of the discomfort of chemotherapy, 
and until his death lobbied for state 
legislation to legalize its medical use.

Assemblyman David Buchwald 
(D-White Plains) and Assemblywoman 
Amy Paulin (D-Scarsdale) have been 
strong supporters of medical marijuana 
legislation.

“As a co-sponsor of the State Assembly’s 
bill to permit medical marijuana, and 
someone who voted for the bill this past 
year, I very much support Governor 
Cuomo’s initiative. It is time that we 

recognize that people with debilitating 
and often terminal illnesses deserve 
compassion. If medical marijuana can 
relieve some of the suffering of these 
patients, we should make sure they 
have access in a safe and orderly way,” 
Buchwald told The Examiner in an email.

In another email correspondence 
Paulin said: “I believe that Governor 
Cuomo is headed in the right direction by 
taking this action. The medical benefits 
that can be derived from marijuana are far 
too great to ignore any longer. There are 
so many people suffering from a variety 
of diseases where medical marijuana 
would make a huge difference in their 

quality of life. Of course there needs to be 
regulation and careful monitoring of how 
the drug is used. I have been an advocate 
of making medical marijuana legal in New 
York for some time, so if the governor 
is ready to make medical marijuana 
available at a limited number of facilities 
throughout the state, I wholeheartedly 

support his initiative. We  will still need 
to pass legislation to help the thousands 
of patients that need specific strains of 
marijuana, such as children with Dravet’s 
Syndrome, but this is a good first step.”

Currently, some 20 states and the 
District of Columbia allow the use of 
medical marijuana.

Assemblywoman  
Amy Paulin

Assemblyman  
David buchwald

2 Maple Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601

914-949-0566

72 East Main Street
Elmsford, NY 10523
914-592-6300

Award Winning Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is the 5th 
time recipient of the prestigious Pursuit of Excellence Award for outstanding 

funeral and community service given by the National Funeral Directors 
Association. Since 2009, we have held this honorable title. Out of the 
country’s 22,000 funeral homes, less than 100 have won this award. 

At Ballard-Durand, this award motivates us to constantly improve and find 
new ways to better serve the people of Westchester County, year after year. 

Standing L to R: Matthew Fiorillo, Roy Watkins, Stephen Mentovay
Seated L to R: Jenna Triano, Marisol Fuentes

Celebrating  

5 Years of Excellence

www.BallardDurand.com

©2013 M
KJ M

arketing

At City Hall, City Court Judge Jo Ann Friia, said, “i remember you in strollers,” as newly elected Council 
President John Martin was sworn in with his three daughters and son and wife alongside.
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By Pat Casey
The 6-acre site at 221-227 West Street, 

White Plains, was left to the Windward 
School by the property’s previous owners. 
The Windward School is an independent 
co-ed day school, located at 13 Windward 
Avenue in White Plains, focused on 
helping children in grades 1 to 9 with 
language based learning disabilities.

A three-lot subdivision with housing 
for school staff including a ball field, 
which was later withdrawn, had been 
proposed by the property-owner who 
had appeared before the Planning Board 
on several occasions.

The proposed ball field was an issue of 
concern for neighbors who did not want 
traffic back and forth from the school 
to the field. The School later withdrew 
the ball field from the plan and at the 
December 19 meeting asked for a public 
hearing to be scheduled to move the 
project forward.

The proposed development would 
affect about one half the area of the site 
because of prominent rock outcroppings 
and steep slopes.

Because of the environmentally 
sensitive nature of the project, Planning 
Commissioner Elizabeth Cheteny 
advised the Board to find out if the site 
was required to follow the NY SEQRA 
process. ‘This is the careful way to do 
things,” Cheteny said. 

Planning Board Chairman Michael 

Quinn agreed, noting that the current 
state of the site, including all the sensitive 
areas, habitats, plants, native species, 
including a tree survey etc. needed 
to be marked on one plan. It was also 
questioned whether there were historic 
resources that needed to be addressed.

Commissioner Nicoletti said DPW was 
reviewing how the development would 
handle wetlands and water resource 
issues.

Before the project can move forward 
to a public hearing, Quinn determined 
that the plan had to highlight measures 
being taken by the owners to address the 

wetland issues.
At the same meeting the Board also 

considered a number of wireless antenna 
upgrades around the city. For the most 
part, the upgrades included technology 
replacements for 3G to 4G service and 
did not provide higher antennas or 
increased numbers of antennas.

A new Singular Wireless facility at 
333 West Post Road requires a special 
use permit. That antenna facility design 
was approved by the Design Review 
Board and provides major coverage for 
Scarsdale.

White Plains had asked Singular to 
approach Scarsdale for permission to 
place the antenna atop the Public Safety 
building further south on the Post Road. 
Scarsdale provided a negative response. 
White Plains is moving forward with the 
application.

To accommodate a New York State 
program to streamline the application 
process for solar energy installation in 
one and two family structures to expedite 
energy efficiency, the Planning Board 
discussed the difference between White 
Plains neighborhoods and other areas of 
the state such as Duchess County where 
lot sizes are bigger and the neighborhoods 
not so compact.

The program, which would award 
White Plains with a $10,000 grant if the 
city comes into conformance with the 
guidelines, would bypass the Design 

Review Board to save time.
Board members expressed concern 

about future impacts and that “someone 
has to look after the character of the 
neighborhoods.” Because the Design 
Board meets twice each month, the 
Planning Board felt time was not a 
concern in White Plains.

A suggestion that the Design Review 
Board provide the Building Department 
with a check list so it could take over 
that review was met with a lukewarm 
reaction.

It was discussed that by federal law 
new building structures cannot block 
the sun from existing solar installations. 
This would mean a neighbor could not 
build an addition that would block their 
neighbor’s sun. Additionally, public 
notice to neighbors is not required for 
solar installations.

Commissioner Cheteny noted that 
applications are increasing and that 
White Plains is trying to become solar 
smart.

Acknowledging that sustainability is 
important and that a decision has to be 
made about where the two twains meet 
– energy efficiency vs. aesthetics – the 
Board decided to advise the Common 
Council they were in favor of quick 
reviews, but they were not clear how 
removing the Design Review Board 
from the process would speed things up 
because it meets every two weeks.

Planning Board Considers Sub Division, Wireless Antennas, Solar Energy Program

Screen shot of  Singular Wireless 333 West Post 
Road antenna outdoor coverage area. Singular 
Wireless had requested to use the Scarsdale 
Public Safety building on the Post Road, but was 
denied.

It’s all about you.

You bet it does. So we’re devising a system to 
let you record and upload what you see. To give 
the public access to the information they need. 
Big things are happening at PCTV. Find out how 
you can get involved at pctv76.org. And have a 
positive impact on your community. Winter, 
spring, summer, and the occasional fall.

A TREE FALLS ON
BEDFORD ROAD. 
DOES IT MAKE 
AN IMPACT?   

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
100 south BedFord rd. 

suite 340
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
7 Penn PlAzA

suite 810  
new york, ny 10001

For All APPointMents CAll or eMAil

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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Harrison Funeral Home Inc. and its 
president John Balsamo recently entered 
into a consent agreement with the U.S. 
Attorney for the Southern District of New 
York to pay a $32,000 penalty and correct 
unfair and deceptive trade practices 
in connection with providing funeral 
services.

The Harrison Funeral Home admitted 

that it had violated a federal rule called 
the Funeral Rule designed to ensure that 
people receive fair pricing information 
from funeral providers to specifically 
avoid inflated prices, overcharges, double 
charges and unnecessary services.

The law requires that information about 
prices be disclosed to persons inquiring 
about funeral arrangements in the form of 

written price lists along with a statement 
of the funeral goods they selected to 
purchase.

The complaint, filed in White Plains 
Federal Court, alleged that Harrison 
Funeral Home violated the Funeral 
Rule by failing to provide the required 
pricelists on four separate occasions and 
that although Harrison and Balsamo were 

advised of their violations and given the 
option of enrolling in a voluntary program 
aimed at preventing future violations, 
they failed to do so and continued with 
the violations of the Funeral Rule.

According to the Consent Decree, the 
$32,000 penalty will be paid out in three 
payment installments.

Harrison Funeral Home Settles with U.S. Attorney Over Deceptive Practices
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According to the New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation, about 18 percent of all 
waste that is thrown away is composed 
of food scraps. You can learn about 
back yard and large-scale composting 
and how it can be both effective and 
profitable when Conservation Café 
presents “From Garbage to Black Gold: 
Realizing the Value of Food Waste,” on 
Friday, Jan. 24, at the Greenburgh Public 
Library.  

The program will feature Moderator, 
Braden Cohen, Greenburgh Nature 
Center composting/sustainability 
specialist and educator, who will 
introduce the scope and expense of food 
waste in Westchester; composting as a 
profitable solution; and basic mechanics 

of composting food along with yard 
organics.

Jean Bonhotal of the Cornell 
Waste Management Institute and the 
Department of Crop and Soil Sciences, 
will address the economics of food waste 
composting and present case studies of 
food waste composting operations in 
New York State.

Terry Laibach, recycling specialist at 
NYSDEC (New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation), will 
talk about requirements for food waste 
composting in New York and discuss 
composting facilities currently in 
operation or in the planning stages in 
New York State. 

Sarah Groat, manager of soil, recycling, 
and compost operations at Stone Barns 

Center for Food and Agriculture, will 
present how Stone Barns turns “Garbage 
To Gold” as part of both its mission and 
business operations.

A panel discussion with a question-
and-answer session will follow the 
formal presentations. 

This program is geared toward 
municipal officials, DPW officials, 
school facility managers, grocery store 
associations, restaurateurs, homeowners, 
the agricultural community, gardening 
enthusiasts, organizations that have 
high food waste disposal costs and those 
concerned about waste.

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.; the 
program runs from 8:45 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m. Admission is free.

Conservation Café programs provide 

a forum for dialogue about current 
environmental issues. Sponsors are 
Westchester County Parks, Friends 
of Westchester County Parks, Pace 
University, Grassroots Environmental 
Education, Teatown Lake Reservation, 
the Greenburgh Nature Center, Federated 
Conservationists of Westchester County, 
Mianus River Gorge and Westchester 
Land Trust.

In the event of an inclement weather 
postponement, the program will be held 
on February 7, and will move to the 
Greenburgh Nature Center.

Greenburgh Public Library is located 
at 300 Tarrytown Road in Elmsford. For 
more information call 914-721-8200 or 
visit greenburghlibrary.org.

Find Out How to Turn Garbage into Black Gold at Conservation Café

Advertise in  The White Plains Examiner  914-864-0878 
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TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

A competitive grant for $1,202,224, 
awarded by the U.S. Department of Health 
& Human Services, will allow Family 
Services of Westchester to continue 
offering Early Head Start and Head 
Start services to White Plains children 
throughout the remainder of the school 
year.

The award was announced Monday 

by Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
(D-Rockland/Westchester). 

“Head Start and Early Head Start 
programs are absolutely critical early 
childhood education services for 
our neighbors in the Lower Hudson 
Valley,”  Lowey said.  “At a time when 
misguided spending cuts are having real 
consequences for children and families 
around the Lower Hudson Valley, 
investments like this one are even more 
important. I am so pleased that Family 
Services of Westchester can continue 
to serve families throughout the school 
year.”

The grant will be used to keep current 
Early Head Start and Head Start programs 
in operation serving 280 White Plains 
families. 

According to the Head Start website, 
programs provide comprehensive 
services to enrolled children and their 
families, which include health, nutrition, 
social, and other services determined to 
be necessary by family needs assessments, 
in addition to education and cognitive 
development services. Head Start services 
are designed to be responsive to each 
child and family’s ethnic, cultural, and 
linguistic heritage.

Head Start to Receive $1.2 Million  
Federal Grant for Services in White Plains 

advertising@theexaminernews.com 
www.theexaminernews.com

914-864-0878

Advertise With Us, It Works!

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services:
“I’m glad I have chosen your newspaper for my advertising and I

appreciate all that you have done to help me promote my business.  Advertising 
in The Examiner has been one of my better business decisions.  I’ve gotten more 

compliments and family inquiries from The Examiner story and ads I’ve run than 
any other newspaper, post cards or anything else I’ve ever done.  I’ve always felt 

that consistent advertising works and this is proof of that. Once again I thank you 
for the success from the ads I’ve placed in your newspaper.”  

The Academy of Our Lady of Good Counsel:
“The Examiner is our ‘go to’ paper for local news that is personal, positive and 
precise. It brings the community together and gives the Big White Plains City, a 

Small Town feel. The Examiner highlights student successes whether it be leadership, 
academics, athletics, or service. Adults, students (and their grandparents) look for 
the Examiner on Tuesdays to see who made the news this week!! It is fun to check 
out what Stepinac and White Plains High School are up to. As a principal, it is a 

great way to see what’s going on in the city and in the City Hall.”

Glam Star Mobile Pet Grooming:
“Right o�  the bat my � rst ad brought in 13 new clients who were not 

aware of the service I provide. I plan on advertising with the Examiner on 
a regular basis from now on. I’m very happy with the results.”

Congresswoman Nita lowey

Advertise in  The White Plains Examiner  914-864-0878 
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5 p.m. Thursday.
The City’s ban on overnight on-

street parking from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. was 
strictly enforced and will continue to be 
throughout the season. “Cars left on the 
streets create cleanup problems leading 
to hazardous conditions,” said Karen 
Pasquale, Special Advisor to the Mayor, in 
an email.

Pasquale also noted that a report by 
DPW Commissioner Bud Nicoletti 
indicated the City was about one-third of 
the way through its snow removal budget, 
about $1 million, including over-time, 
diesel fuel, truck repair and maintenance 
as well as supplies of salt and brine.

DPW received an order of salt on 
Wednesday and has more on order to 
meet future storms.

Because of the extremely cold weather, 
DPW mixes the salt with calcium chloride 
to help boost its effectiveness.

Despite snow cleanup efforts, regular 
trash removal and recycling crews came 
through on Friday as scheduled.

With the extreme fluctuations in 
temperature, White Plains Hospital has 
issued a statement, advising people to be 
careful of black ice overnight on Monday. 
The hospital reported a 50 percent spike 
in Emergency Room visits Sunday. In one 

hour in particular the ER registered 41 
patients for treatment. 

The County opened shelters for families 
and individuals seeking relief from the 
frigid temperatures. From January 1 to 
January 5, the number of people using the 
County centers rose slightly from 154 to 
164. A 24-hour hotline at 914-995-2099 is 
available seven days a week.

Similarly, White Plains asks residents 
in multi-family buildings that have no 
heat,  and  which have not received a 
satisfactory response from the building 
manager or superintendent as to the 
cause of the problem, to contact the City 
Building Department at 422-1269 or 422-
1287 during normal business hours and 
the Department of Public Safety non-
emergency line at 422-6111 after normal 
business hours.

There have been no power emergencies 
over the weekend however residents are 
encouraged to report downed power 
lines and power outages to Con Edison 
on line at  www.coned.com  or by calling 

1-800-75-CONED.
In case of emergencies, the City of White 

Plains utilizes a system called CodeRed to 
communicate important information to 
residents and business owners. Right now, 
CodeRed utilizes landlines as the primary 
means of contact. The City encourages 
residents and business owners to add their 
mobile phone number and email address 
to the CodeRed Community Notification 
system. Go to www.cityofwhiteplains.com 
and click on the CodeRed Registration 
link on the home page to add your 
information.

Wipe out!

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

Weathering the Big Freeze 

Astorino Looks for Bipartisanship, Mulls Governor Run to Start Second Term

JoN CRAig PHoTo

Street with a holiday card view in the Highlands.
PAT CASEY PHoTo

New-tech style on a traditional sled design, fun 
for both Mom and child

JoN CRAig PHoTo

Snow upon rooftops upon rooftops, a typical 
White Plains window view.

PAT CASEY PHoTo

Snowy day visitor.
PAT CASEY PHoTo

Working up an appetite sledding down and 
then climbing back up the hill again and again 
and again. …

JoN CRAig PHoTo

Maxing the ride out until the board stops. JoN CRAig PHoTo

To create a clear parking lot, the snow has to 
go somewhere. Crews working near the train 
station in Harrison

JoN CRAig PHoTo

wasting antics that have plagued county 
government since he took over four 
years ago.

“The circus atmosphere, the charades, 
hopefully come to an end real soon,” 
Astorino said in an interview with The 
Examiner following the inauguration 
ceremony. “We’ve got work to do. We’ve 
got differences of opinion and that’s fine 
and it should happen, but ultimately we 
have to come to conclusions and move 
forward. I think what we’ve seen with the 
bipartisan coalition ... we are ready to 
compromise and nobody gets everything 
that they want. But ultimately we don’t 
work for ourselves; we’re working for the 
people.”

As he enters the next phase of his 
administration, Astorino acknowledged 

that he is still actively exploring a 
gubernatorial run next fall against Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo. Almost immediately 
following his resounding re-election 
in November, state Republicans began 
courting him about the possibility of a 
matchup that would feature Astorino, 
a Mount Pleasant resident, against 
Cuomo, who lives in New Castle, for the 
state’s highest office.

He said he doesn’t want to be a 
sacrificial lamb and would likely make 
his decision whether to run or not in the 
next two months.

“It’s something I have to consider 
because maybe you get this shot once,” 
Astorino said. “But I feel very, very 
strongly about the direction this state is 
going in, and it’s not the right one and 

that concerns me.”
Astorino maintained that Cuomo has 

reneged on most of the key promises 
that he made. He pointed to the failure 
to enact mandate relief, which has 
prevented New York from diminishing 
its grip as the highest taxed state in the 
nation while severely hampering school 
districts, municipalities and counties. 
Also, he said little has been accomplished 
in the way of ethics reform, in making 
the state more attractive for business and 
in preventing the exodus of residents to 
other parts of the country.

“I do think Gov. Cuomo has a 
record that’s not worthy of re-election,” 
Astorino said. “He came in with some 
bold ideas and didn’t do any of them, 
and we’ve gotten worse as a state.”

Before he started his second term, 
Astorino reached out to three new 
neighboring officeholders to impart 
whatever words of wisdom about the job 
that he could and to introduce himself 
— Rockland County Executive Ed Day, 
Orange County Executive Steve Neuhaus 
and New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio.

Four years ago Astorino remembered 
speaking with the three preceding 
Westchester County executives. While 
they all had valuable advice, one thing 
he heard stood out: the day has to end.

“Go home to your family and that 
is important because this is an all-
consuming job,” he recalled. “You 
have to realize at some point you have 
to shut the door, shut the lights off and 
go home.”
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2014 has certainly come in with a 
wallop! The frigidly cold weather is 
a shock to the senses as well as the 
pocketbook – if you are concerned about 
keeping home heating bills down. It’s 
difficult to figure when the temperature 
range within 24 hours is 50 degrees.

But that’s not the only thing about 
2014. For some reason the Colorado 
Marijuana drug law allowing recreational 
use beginning January 1 seems to have 
inspired the older generation. At a New 
York party with several over the age of 
eighty celebrants there was a clinking 

of champagne glasses to honor the 
decision made by Colorado State. Not 
so much because they planned to go 
there and partake, but just because it 
was happening at all.

Perhaps this was because, unlike their 
Baby Boomer children who had already 
partaken of the weed at some point in 
their lives, the door was finally opening 
to a new experience. 

One door that did open was congenial 
debate about marijuana use. Forget 
about the cold temperatures. Last year’s 
frigid exchanges over gun control 

have given the floor to a more mellow 
exchange.

An interesting survey would be to find 
out how many marijuana smokers are 
not in favor of gun control.

Amusing themes aside, it is heartening 
to see Governor Cuomo lighten his 
grip on medical marijuana legislation. 
For patients suffering, if the chemical 
compounds in marijuana strains can 
help, then they should be used.

Then again, having reached over 
the age of eighty, perhaps there’s a 
perspective shift we all can learn from.

Clare Polidore
Clare A. Polidore, formerly  of  

Brewster, died suddenly on January 2, 
2014 in White Plains. She was born in 
New York City on October 24, 1966. 
Clare was the devoted wife of Vincent 
Polidore and the loving mother of 
Vincent Polidore, Jr. and Daniel 
Polidore. Also surviving are her father 
Harry Gaffney and step-mother Marie 
Gaffney, sisters Elizabeth Gaffney and 
Eileen Gaffney, and brother Michael 
Gaffney and wife Kathleen Gaffney. 
Her mother Mary Gaffney pre-deceased 
her in 1989. Survivors also include her 
mother-in-law Helen Polidore, sister- 
and brother-in-law Lisa and John Hoyle, 
numerous loving nieces and nephews, 
and one great niece.

Ms. Polidore was Managing Director, 
U.S. Equities, for Trust Company of 
the West and worked in the investment 
industry for more than 25 years. 

Duncan MacRae
Duncan T. MacRae Sr., a West Harrison 

resident, died January 1, 2014 at the age 
of 65. He was born December 12, 1948 
in New York City to the late Roderick 
MacRae Jr. and Grace Lavin MacRae.

Duncan was a graduate of White 
Plains High School and attended 
Fordham University. He then served 
in the U.S. Army and was a decorated 
veteran of Vietnam, serving with the 
First Cavalry Division and was awarded 
the Bronze Star, Air Medal and Army 
Commendation Medal.

Duncan served with the White Plains 
Fire Department, retiring as a Lieutenant. 
For many years, he was President of Local 
274 of the International Association 
of Firefighters, as well as holding the 
office of Executive Vice President of the 
State Union and was a labor relations 
consultant after retirement.

On August 12, 2000 he married Kathy 
Christ in Norwalk, Connecticut. Besides 
his wife Kathy of West Harrison, he 
is survived by his children, Timothy 
(Suzanna) MacRae of Charlotte, NC, 
Duncan T. MacRae Jr. of Mahopac Falls 

and Alison Covert of Mahopac Falls. 
Also surviving are his grandchildren, 
Ian and Tommy MacRae and his 
brother Roderick (Robin) MacRae III of 
Paterson, NY.

Stephen Miano
Stephen Miano of White Plains, 

passed away December 30, 2013. He was 
51. Stephen was born October 28, 1962 
in the Bronx to the late Anthony and 
Lena (Azar) Miano. He is survived by his 
sister Suzanne Muratore and brothers 
Robert and Rick Miano. Besides his 
parents Stephen is also predeceased 
by his brothers Anthony and Michael 
Miano.

Should someone wish to make a 
donation in Stephen’s name, the family 
suggests the Grace Church Community 
Center. www.gracecommunitycenter.
org.

Carl Monturo 
Carl Francis Monturo, age 78, of 

Raleigh, NC and Boynton Beach 
FL passed away peacefully Monday 
December 30, 2013 at Duke University 
Medical Center, Durham NC with his 
family by his side. He was the father 
of Reverend Father Christopher W. 
Monturo, Pastor of Saint Anthony of 
Padua Church, West Harrison.

Carl was born in New York City to 
the late Carl A. and Albina G. Monturo 
on June 2, 1935. He grew up in the 
Kingsbridge Section of the Bronx. He 
was a 1956 graduate of Iona College, 
where he was a founding member of the 
St. Matthew Business Club. Carl Worked 
for the New York Telephone Co. where 
he met his future wife Kathleen Hill. Carl 
retired from the telephone company in 
1991 after 25 years of service. He resided 
in Lilburn Georgia with his family 
from 1979 to 2003 and were founding 
parishioners of St. John Neumann 
Catholic Church. In his retirement Carl 
enjoyed traveling the world with his 
family. He was a 4th degree Knight of 
Columbus serving as Grand Knight and 
Faithful Navigator. He was also involved 

in the Junior Achievement and the 
Telephone Pioneers of America.

Carl is survived by his wife of 45 years, 
Kathleen G Monturo of Raleigh NC; four 
children, Matthew T Monturo, Augusta 
GA; Reverend Father Christopher W. 
Monturo, West Harrison NY; Celeste 
Monturo of Sheboygan Falls; Mark F. 
Monturo of Raleigh NC; his Uncle Louis 
J. Monturo of Boynton Beach FL and two 
grandchildren, Christopher M. Monturo 
and Reagan M. Monturo both of Lilburn 
GA.

Louise King
Louise S. King, 93, passed away on 

December 29, 2013, at her Rye Brook 
home. She was born on July 4, 1920, to 
the late Martha and Harry Straus of New 
York City and Asheville, NC. Besides 
playing the piano and accordion, she 
was a gifted creator of many needlepoint 
items and had built a series of collector-
quality dollhouses and shadow boxes. 
She is survived by her daughter, Patricia 
King Gerleit and her husband Steven, as 
well as by her son, Thomas and his wife, 
Kathryn. Louise had six grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren. Besides 
her parents, Louise was predeceased 
by her husband, Roger, and a daughter, 
Kathryn Louise. In lieu of flowers, 
donations should be made to the White 
Plains Hospital Center. 
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Police Blotter
Rapist Pleads Guilty to Four Violent Sexual Assaults

White Plains Resident Arraigned on Grand Larceny and Fraud Charges 

Silvio Raul Illescas (DOB 01/03/73) of 
79 North Goodwin Avenue, Elmsford, 
New York pled guilty last week to two 
counts of Predatory Sexual Assault, one 
count of Rape in the First Degree, and one 
count of Assault in the Second Degree, 
relating to four violent sexual assaults in 
the Town of Greenburgh, the Village of 
Tarrytown and City of Yonkers.

On August 9, 2011, at approximately 9 
p.m., in the first of the four sexual assaults, 
the defendant, asking for directions, 
approached a woman in the vicinity of 
Payne Street and Massaro Park in the 
Town of Greenburgh as she was walking 
home after getting off from work. He 
then grabbed the victim’s purse off of her 
shoulder and ordered her to get into his 
car or he would kill her. He then drove 
to a secluded area near a Home Depot 
store at Austin Avenue and Sprain Road 
in Yonkers where he choked and sexually 
assaulted her. 

Approximately a year and a half later, 
on February 13, 2013, the second sexual 
assault occurred when the defendant 
responded to an escort advertisement that 
this second victim posted on backpage.
com, an internet bulletin board site. 

At approximately 10 p.m., the same day, 
the defendant met the victim in a hotel 
room that she had rented at the Westchester 
Marriott hotel in the Town of Greenburgh. 
Once inside the room, the defendant 
advised the victim that he wanted to have 
sex without wearing a condom. When the 
victim told the defendant that she would 

not comply, 
the defendant 
attacked her, 
punching her 
in the head 
and then 
pressing a 
knife to her 
neck telling 
her that he 

would kill her if 
she did not comply with what he wanted. 
A struggle ensued and the defendant 
choked her leaving serious bruise marks 
to the side of her neck.

The defendant then threatened the 
victim with a handgun and sexually 
assaulted her.

Before leaving, the defendant forcibly 
stole three cell phones that belonged to 
the victim and warned her that she should 
not report anything to the police.

Ten days later, on February 23, 2013, 
the defendant used one of the stolen cell 
phones and called another woman who 
had posted a similar advertisement for 
escort services on backpage.com.

Shortly after midnight on that day, the 
defendant met the victim in her hotel room 
where she was staying at the DoubleTree 
hotel in the Village of Tarrytown. 

While inside the hotel room the 
defendant pulled out a kitchen knife and 
approached this victim.  With the knife 
inches from her face, the defendant told 
her that he wanted to have sex without a 
condom.  When the victim said no, the 

defendant proceeded to jab the knife 
about the victim’s body, including her 
face, neck, and chest. 

The defendant then attempted to 
sexually assault the victim. While the 
assault was going on, the victim managed 
to get off the bed and run towards the 
hotel room door. As she tried to open 
the door, the defendant came up behind 
her and stabbed her in the neck causing 
a serious laceration. Leaving the knife 
behind, the defendant fled.

Approximately eight days later, on 
March 3, 2013, the defendant used 
another phone stolen from the February 
13th case to call a third woman who had 
also posted an advertisement for escort 
services on backpage.com.   

The defendant arranged to meet her at 
the La Quinta Hotel, located in the Town 
of Greenburgh.  The defendant arrived 
at approximately midnight on March 3, 
2013.  

Once inside this victim’s room they 
agreed to engage in consensual sex, but 
when the defendant insisted that they have 
sex without a condom, the victim refused 
and advised the defendant that she did not 
want to have sex with him any longer. The 
defendant then pulled a knife, threatened 
the victim and sexually assaulted her.  

Greenburgh police were contacted 
immediately after each incident and 
initiated an investigation. Detectives from 
the Greenburgh Police Department and 
the Tarrytown Police Department, the 
Westchester County Police Department 

working closely with the Sex Crimes 
Bureau of the DA’s office and forensic 
work by the Westchester County Lab in 
Valhalla were instrumental in developing 
a suspect and ultimately in charging the 
defendant.

After the defendant was arrested by 
Greenburgh police on March 4th, 2013, 
prosecutors from the Sex Crimes Bureau 
and detectives in communication with the 
DNA section of the Westchester County 
lab learned that the escort cases were 
linked to the previously unsolved open 
case from 2011 using CODIS, the national 
DNA databank. 

“If not for all four of these women 
immediately crying out, contacting police 
and helping with the investigation, this 
predatory rapist, who was becoming 
increasingly more violent, would still 
be at large. Aggressive and coordinated 
detective work by both the Greenburgh 
and Tarrytown police departments and 
expeditious forensic analysis by the 
Westchester County Department of Labs 
and Research surely prevented more 
women from becoming victims,” said 
District Attorney Janet DiFiore in a media 
statement. 

Sentencing will be on February 25th, 
2014. The defendant faces a maximum of 
25 years to life in state prison.

Assistant District Attorney Fredric I 
Green, Chief of the Sex Crimes Bureau 
and Assistant District Attorney Joyce 
Miller of the Sex Crimes Bureau are 
prosecuting the case.

John Stewart DOB (06/28/66) of 
70 Dobbs Ferry Road, White Plains, 
was arraigned last week on a 10 count 
indictment charging him with Grand 
Larceny, eight counts of Criminal 
Possession of a Forged Instrument, and 
one count of Scheme to Defraud. 

Between November 21, 2012 and May 
7, 2013, the defendant on eight occasions 
cashed business checks made out to eight 
different individuals totaling at least 
$21,985.

The checks were stolen from Q & A 
Reporting Services located at 175 Main 
St., in White Plains.

On May 9, 2013, the victim went 
to the White Plains Police to report 
that unauthorized people had cashed 
business checks from Q & A Reporting 
Services and a second victim’s Attorney 
Trust Account.

The checks were cashed at The Check 
Cashing Place located at 44 North 
Central Avenue in Elmsford.

A total of 34 checks had been stolen 
and cashed by this defendant, one 
previously apprehended defendant and 
other unapprehended defendants.  

The Elmsford Police were notified 

by the White Plains Police and a joint 
investigation ensued.

On May 30, 2013, the Elmsford Police 
received a report of a male attempting to 
cash a stolen check at The Check Cashing 
Place.

Information was developed placing 
the defendant and another individual, 
Kenneth Pegram, (DOB 08/07/68) of 
52 White Plains Avenue, Elmsford, on 
different occasions, at the check cashing 

location, with the 
forged checks.

Pegram pled 
guilty to Grand 
Larceny in the Third 
Degree on October 
28, 2013, and is 
awaiting sentencing. 
On July 12, 2013, 

Elmsford detectives 
observed the 

defendant walking on Lamont Street and 
Nepperhan Avenue. He was subsequently 
placed under arrest. The defendant was 
remanded to County Jail. His next court 
date is February 6th, 2014.He faces a 
maximum sentence of seven years in 
state prison.

Assistant District Attorney Steven 
Vandervelden, Chief of the Organized 
Crime and Criminal Enterprise Bureau is 
prosecuting the case.John Stewart

Silvio Raul
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Responding to Teasing and Bullying:  Are Adults Giving Kids the Right Advice?
It is very common for adolescents to 

get teased. Even the most popular among 
them experience teasing. It’s the way a 
person responds to being teased that 
determines the frequency and severity of 
it. Adults often tell adolescents to ignore 
teasing, to walk away, or to tell a teacher 
or adult. But is this the best way to help 
adolescents survive and thrive in their 
social environment, or are adults doing 
them a disservice by offering such advice? 
The research I refer to here defines 
teasing as verbal assaults and bullying as 
including acts of physical aggression.

Research shows us what socially 
accepted adolescents are doing in response 
to being teased. It turns out that they are 
not ignoring, walking away, or telling 
on classmates. Teasing that is especially 
mean spirited is meant to push buttons. 
Teasers want to get a reaction. They want 
to ignite sadness, anger, and acting out. 
Walking away is as much a reaction as is 
ignoring a comment all together. Telling 
a teacher can be social suicide and might 
lead to more teasing. Dr. Elizabeth 
Laugeson, Director of the UCLA PEERS 
Program (Program for Education and 
Enrichment of Relational Skills), offers 
proven strategies for handling teasing. In 
response to a teasing remark, individuals 
should give a response that shows that the 
comment did not bother them or, even 
better, to make the teaser sound lame. 

Short comments such 
as, “Is that supposed to 
be funny?” or “Whatever 
man,” or “Yeah anyway,” 
can often put a stop to 
further teasing remarks.  

Teasing among friends 
is often referred to as 
banter. Banter is playful 
and not mal-intended, 
though it can escalate 
into ugliness if kids aren’t 
careful. Friends know 
how to push buttons 
because they know each 
other’s secrets. If the end 
goal is to keep friends, 
adolescents should keep 
banter light and look for 
signs that a conversation 
might be headed in a 
negative direction.

Bullying is more serious than teasing 
or banter and requires distinct strategies, 
says Dr. Laugeson. Many adults tell kids to 
run away and tell someone; some suggest 
fighting back. If a person has a tendency 
to get physical, a sarcastic remark is likely 
to escalate the situation. Telling a teacher 
could be similarly damaging too if it 
provokes a bully to retaliate. Dealing with 
bullying is very tricky. Students are often 
damned if they do and damned if they 
don’t. Here are some strategies taught at 

the PEERS program to 
help individuals take 
control of bullying.

•Avoid the bully if 
you can help it. If you 
know that he visits his 
locker at a certain time 
of day, for example, 
avoid that hallway at 
that time.

•Don’t provoke the 
bully unnecessarily. 
Do not report minor 
offenses. Do not, for 
instance, tell on a 
bully who roams the 
hall without a hall 
pass.  

•Don’t try to 
befriend the bully. 
Many adolescents 

think they can charm the bully but 
doing so only draws more attention. The 
bully is likely to escalate bullying acts or 
to pretend to be your friend and then 
manipulate you.

•Avoid being alone. Bullies look for 
kids who are by themselves. Try to be 
with friends but when you can’t, try to 
stay in the vicinity of an adult.  

Many of these strategies seem unfair. 
Why should my child have to avoid 
his locker during fourth period or 
not act like himself when he pleases? 

Unfortunately schools have not yet found 
a way to combat bullying all together, but 
hopefully these strategies can help keep 
your children out of some sticky situations 
in the meantime. Despite the four above-
mentioned strategies, of course, if your 
child feels he is in danger, encourage him 
to seek help from an adult.

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime specializes in working with 
individuals on the autism spectrum 
doing individual psychotherapy and 
conducting various social skills groups. 
Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.com, 
e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com or call 
(914)712-8208.
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By Dr.  Jaime Fleckner Black

“The way a person 
responds to being teased 
determines the frequency 

and severity of it.”
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IS BIG NEWS
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The Costly Business of Liquidating Wine Inventories

How To Find a Great Realtor? One May Fall from the Sky!

As a seasoned 
wine writer, I 
often find myself 
extolling the 
ethereal, exotic 
and esoteric 
aspects of wine. 
As a result, on 

occasion I overlook the true nature of 
wine. As an agricultural product it is 
inexorably dependent on the vagaries 
of nature. However, it also provides 
subsistence to growers and winemakers, 
and as such it is a business venture entered 
into by those seeking to maximize cash 
flows and profits.  

I recently read with interest the account 
of the business aspect of the wine industry. 
A global wine producer, Treasury Wine 
Estates, announced that it had suffered 
a financial loss by gaming the marketing 
of its wine brands. In anticipation of 
increased demand, it took steps to build 
its wine inventory. But its gamble did not 
pay off.

Treasury Wine Estates is a mid-size 
producer, arising in 2011 as a spin-
off of Foster’s, the Australian wine 
and beer producer. Its brands include 
many Australian and American labels, 
including Rosemount and Lindemans in 
Australia and Chateau St. Jean, Beringer 

and Chateau Sovereign in the United 
States. It reported 2013 pre-tax earnings 
of $197 million, on sales of $1.5 billion 
and 32 million cases of wine. It has made a 
concerted effort to build the United States 
market, setting an aggressive goal of a 40 
percent market share. But 
it is this very market where 
Treasury suffered its misstep.

Let’s place its dilemma 
in perspective. In 2013, 
overall wine sales increased 
in virtually every global 
market, boding well for wine 
companies’ profits. But not 
for Treasury.

In 2013, the United States became the 
world’s highest consumer of wines, a 
boon for many wine companies. But not 
for Treasury.

In this market environment, it seems if 
you produce it, they will drink it. But not 
for Treasury.

In 2013, Treasury found itself with an 
excess of wine from earlier vintages; it 
overestimated the demand for its wines 

in the United States, causing a large 
inventory of older, out-of-date wines as 
the new vintages were coming to market. 
The affected brand names were not 
disclosed.

Treasury’s accountants and marketing 
executives were faced 
with the dilemma of 
dealing with this glut. 
What to do? 

Discount the wines? 
This is difficult since 
retailers have already 
stocked shelves with 
new releases and are not 
interested in older wines 

in the $8 to $15 price range.
Reassess your sales forecast methods? 

Reduce vineyard acres planted? Each 
requires a multi-year strategy and a 
logistics nightmare.

Destroy the excess inventory and incur 
a financial write-down? Take your poison 
and move on? And if so, what are the 
repercussions on Treasury’s stock price 
and its reputation on Wall St.? 

Treasury made the difficult business 
decision: liquidate its agricultural bounty. 
It recorded a $145 million expense, 
resulting in a 53 percent drop in annual 
profit. There were three components of 
this write-down: 1) most alarming, the 

equivalent of six million bottles of older 
wines, valued at $32 million, was literally 
poured down the drain, the ultimate form 
of liquidation of assets; 2) a write-down 
of $36 million for older bottles of wines 
retained for onward sale; and 3) a loss 
of $77 million on bulk wines and grape 
contracts.    

The head winemaker (CEO) of Treasury 
was summarily dismissed for this financial 
debacle. A statement was issued by the 
chairman of Treasury: “Following the 
write-down of U.S. inventory, the board 
has undertaken a review and concluded 
that now is the right time to look for 
a new CEO. The board believes TWE 
needs a leader with a stronger operational 
focus to deliver the company’s growth 
ambitions.” 

It seems that, unlike Wall St., bad 
commodities investment decisions 
in the wine industry have personal 
repercussions.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at  
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

If you are listening to the real estate 
news right now and agree that it’s an ideal 
time to buy or sell a home, you soon may 
be looking for a great realtor to help you 
through the process, and it should be 
fairly easy to find one. In fact, you may 
even have to duck one falling from the sky. 
Seriously.

Consider that Barbara Bodnar, an 
associate broker at Coldwell Banker in 
Yorktown Heights where I hang my hat, 
took to a skydiving gig to demonstrate the 
more adventurous side of her personality 
on her website. Teresa McMannus, 
another realtor in the office, also took to 
the skies by hiring a plane for an aerial 
photograph of the community in which 
she specializes and used it for all of her 
marketing materials. 

The Times reported last week that an 
upscale realtor in Connecticut is now 
employing the use of remote-controlled 
drones to capture dizzying video shots of 
multimillion dollar estates he represents. 
I’m sure that agents in my more modestly 
priced area of upper Westchester would 
like to distinguish themselves by obliging 
our clients with the deployment of 
drones, but that would say goodbye to our 
commissions.  

That doesn’t mean that there aren’t 
1,001 other ways that realtors can’t stretch 
themselves with a heap of creativity and 
sweat to capture your attention and 
business by distinguishing themselves in a 
very crowded field.

Consider this piece 
an ode to the wonderful 
folks who work as 
realtors. You may think 
that we’re competitors, 
but we’re really not. We 
are each our own special 
“flavor,” appealing in our 
own special ways, and 
ultimately, we all end 
up working together 
on one side or the 
other of a transaction. 
Sure, sometimes we 
compete for a listing 
but eventually we end 
up working as a team to 
get a house sold, usually 
one representing the 
seller and the other the 
buyer.

The great real estate mogul and 
television personality Barbara Corcoran 
said in her autobiography, “go with what 
you’ve got” to succeed and we in real estate 
all take that advice in drawing attention to 
ourselves to win your favor.  

We all start with some basic skill we 
possess, either innately or from past 
experience. It might be just in how we 
network or even our conversational style. 
A top listing agent at my firm, for instance, 
is Maureen Connolly who was formerly 
a flight attendant and, as such, became a 
master at conversation. Just listening to her 
when she meets someone new is a master 

class in breaking the ice. Or, it 
could be something received in 
the mail from a realtor like my 
friend Hallie Sherck who sends 
newsletters out to her targeted 
market for direct mail with the 
consistency of clockwork. It 
takes a special stamina to have 
the patience and organizational 
skills to get that done.

It might be the slogans that 
realtors use because of their 
name or areas of specialization. 
Another friend, Rose Delagi, 
who is particularly adept at 
navigating complex, sticky 
deals, promises that she’ll “take 
the thorns out of your real 
estate transaction.” My buddy, 
Tom Santore, who specializes in 
vacant land and construction, 

takes as his slogan “from the ground up.” 
My real estate persona is somewhat 

schizophrenic. When I started in the 
business, because my last name is the 
name of a famous Renaissance painting by 
Botticelli, I used the slogan “Real Estate as 
a Fine Art.” But afterwards, when I fell back 
on my experience as a journalist/publicist, 
I began writing for this newspaper as The 
Home Guru, then created a website, www.
TheHomeGuru.com, with a caricature as 
its mascot. So, I guess I’m showing two 
sides of my personality: both artsy and 
cartoonish. 

Many realtors don’t fret about marketing 

at all in reaching prospects, but drum up 
business by rolling up their sleeves, getting 
on the telephone and calling up expired 
listings and FISBOS (for sale by owners). 
That, in my opinion, takes real guts and 
resilience in the face of possible rejection.

There are even some who will walk up to 
homeowners’ doors, knock and ask if they 
are planning to sell any time soon. At least 
this is what some motivational speakers 
have told their audiences. But whenever I 
have heard stories like that I wonder how 
much a death wish those realtors have 
had. Telling is one thing, doing is another.

So if you get a phone call from a 
nervous but motivated voice saying “have 
you thought about selling your home now 
or anytime in the near or distant future?” 
give the realtor a chance. It took a lot of 
guts and determination for her or him to 
call. Who knows? You may find a great 
person on the other end of the line who 
can give you some useful information and 
help when you’re ready to make a move. 

Or you might just wait until you try to 
dodge the next skydiving realtor plunging 
from the sky.

Bill Primavera is a Residential and 
Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a marketer 
and journalist who writes regularly as 
The Home Guru. For questions about 
home maintenance or to discuss with him 
the purchase or sale of a home, he can be 
reached directly at 914-522-2076.

By Nick Antonaccio

‘ facing the dilemma of 
dealing with a glut.’
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Adoption
ADOPT: The sTOrk DiDn'T cAll; 
we hOPe yOu will! Loving, happy 
family seeking to adopt baby to complete
our family. Contact Robin/Neil:† 866-
303-0668, www.rnladopt.info

Auctions
Buy or sell at AArauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

Help WAnted
Oil Drivers wAnTeD: slOmin’s, 
the prominent, established HVAC com-
pany, is looking for full-time, seasonal 
Oil Drivers.  Qualified candidates will 
be responsible for delivering home heat-
ing oil to residential customers in an as-
signed territory. We offer a competitive 
salary (hourly base + commission) and 
generous benefits package, incl. medical, 
dental, prescript., vision, supp. long term 
disability and life ins., and more. Class A 
or B CDL license w/ Hazmat and Tank 
endorsements required. At least 6 months 
- 1 year exp. Must be able to lift at least 
50 lbs. Previous oil delivery experience a 
plus. Must be able to pass a pre-employ-
ment drug test and background check. 
Applications accepted m-F, 8am-5pm at 

125 lauman ln. hicksville, ny 11801 
or fax resume to 516-932-8431 or call 
516-932-8108.

Airline cAreers begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

Home improvement
hAs yOur BuilDinG shiFTeD Or 
seTTleD? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 

and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

lAnd
nys lAnD FOr sAle 8.6 Acres/$19,995 
with Financing! Beautiful Ridge Top 
Maple Forests With Evergreens, Wild Ap-
ple Trees, Babbling Brook & Major Deer 
Trails. Easy Access Off Rt 13. Minutes To
Salmon River Fishing & State Game 
Lands. Call Now: 1-800-229-7843 or 
email info@landandcamps.com

miscellAneous
sAwmills from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

music instruction
PiAnO lessOns in yOur hOme. 
Experienced, patient piano teacher.  I 
teach all levels and ages, beginners wel-
come. $35.  Please call scott Pollack at 
914-235-5416 or email spollack@west-
net.com

out of stAte reAl estAte
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 

Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

WAnted
mOsT cAsh PAiD FOr paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PleAse cAll AArOn AT 914-
654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

exAminer mediA Classifieds 010714

Looking for 50 Homeowners 
to Qualify for a FREE 
Home Solar System

The U.S. Government and State of New York have financial 
incentives that provide homeowners the opportunity to 
replace your electric provider with solar power.

845-694-3536

Own Your Own Home
Have a Southernly-Facing Roof
Little to No Shading
Credit Score of 680
Pay an Electric Bill

Roof Diagnostics Solar is now qualifying 50 homes for a FREE home 
solar system.  Call 845-694-3536 to see if your home qualifies!

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Call today for all your septic pumping,
 inspection, and installation needs!

t y ] e

$20 off             Your next  
septic pumping
*not to be combined with any other offer

EarthCarE SEPtIC SErVICE

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Available 24/7  
year round

800.428.6166 • www.earthcare.us

HVR32
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The Westchester County Department 
of Public Safety is accepting applications 
for seasonal park rangers to patrol 
county parks this summer. Applications 
are due by February 21 and are available 
online at the Department of Public 
Safety’s web pages: www.westchestergov.
com/ps.

Uniformed park rangers work 
under the supervision of county police 
officers to maintain a safe and enjoyable 
atmosphere in the county’s parks. They 
assist park users, provide information 
on park rules and procedures, help 

in searches for lost children, perform 
basic first aid on occasion and make 
regular security checks of buildings and 
facilities.

First-time park rangers are paid $14 
hourly. Salaries are higher for those who 
have worked as a ranger for the county 
before. 

To qualify, applicants must be a high 
school graduate, at least 19 years of age, 
a U. S. citizen, a resident of Westchester 
County and possess a valid New York 
State driver’s license by the time of 
appointment.

Accepted candidates must attend 
a two-week training program at the 
Westchester County Police Academy.

“Working under the supervision of 
county police officers, park rangers 
help to ensure that Westchester’s parks 
and pools are safe and enjoyable for 
those who use them,” Public Safety 
Commissioner George N. Longworth 
said. He noted that many police officers 
in Westchester, including himself, had 
their first exposure to a law enforcement 
career by working as a seasonal park 
ranger. 

Applications Being Accepted for County Seasonal Park Rangers

Debra (r) and Debbie flank their well-stacked 
nine-patty Wayback burger.

Know the perfect place to go for a night out this week? Submit event to pcasey@theexaminernews.com

White Plains
After DArkH

H
H
H

H
H

H
H

HAPPY HOUR
Beechmont Tavern – 3-7PM, 
Weekdays ½ appetizer specials, drink  

    specials, WINGS!

Black Bear Saloon – 4-7PM, 
Weekdays All drink ½ off, $5 appetizers

Bob Hyland’s Sports Page Pub – 
4-7PM, Weekdays $1 off all drinks

City Limits – 9PM, Daily
$4 wines and draft beers, $7 cocktails, 
25% off appetizers!

Brazen Fox – 4-8PM, Weekdays
$4 drafts, $5 martinis, $5 cocktails, $5 
wines, $15 samplers

Elements – 4-8PM, Daily
$3 and $4 drafts, $5 wine and well 
drinks, $6 select martinis, $8 mojitos

Executive Billiards – Happy Hour, 
3-7PM, Mon-Thurs 
$10 per hour per table, $3 beers

Lazy Boy Saloon – 4-7PM, Weekdays
Beer and drink discounts

Porter House – 12-8PM, Mon-Sat
$3 and $4 drafts, $5 martinis and 
cocktails, ½ off appetizers at the bar

Ron Black’s Beer Hall – 4-8PM, 
Weekdays $4 and $6 beers pints, $5 
wines, appetizer specials 

Wicked Wolf Tavern – 4-7 PM, 
      Weekdays½ off all drinks, $5 appetizers

Vintage – 11AM-7PM
Live bands, $4 drink specials

TUESDAY, January 7
The Brazen Fox 10-11PM Bonus 
Night

Lazy Lounge  Bar Trivia – 9PM

Ron Black’s Beer Hall
Battle of the Brains Trivia – 8PM $100 
for the winner!

Wicked Wolf Tavern 
Tijuana Tuesdays
$2 Coronas, $2 Tequila Shots, $2 Tacos

WEDNESDAY, January 8
Black Bear Saloon Beat the Clock 
Wednesdays $2 domestic drafts 
starting at 7PM, prices go up 50 cents 
every half hour, $5 fishbowls

Bob Hyland’s Sports Page Pub
Trivia Night – 7:30PM sign up, 8PM 
start

Brazen Fox Ladies Night 5-11PM.  A 
portion of all proceeds is donated to 
the Breast Cancer Foundation.

Dunne’s Pub Music Seisun – 7:30-
10:30PM Traditional Irish music with 
Brian Conway and friends!

Executive Billiards Ladies’ Night
$10 Ladies play all night, $4 tropical 
ball drinks

Lazy Lounge
JAM SESSION 9PM-1AM 

Featuring: Curtis Winchester, Gil 
Parris & Special Guests! Great Beer, 
Wine and Food Specials all night!

Ron Black’s Beer Hall
Beer-BQ 4– 10PM; featuring special 
beer of the night.

Wicked Wolf Tavern Mug Nights – 
9PM $7 mugs and $3 refills, $5 
appetizers

Vintage Team Trivia – 7:30PM with 
Quiz Master Dan Doherty

THURSDAY, January 9
Black Bear Saloon Big Ass Beer 
Thursdays $10 1-liter boot for all 
drafts, $5 refills

Brazen Fox Suds for Scrubs – 9PM
Show your Medical ID for $5 drafts!

Dunne’s Pub Oktoberfest every third 
Thursday

Ron Black’s Beer Hall 
DJ Bingo 7:30PM

Vintage White Plains Idol Karaoke 
8PM to Midnight

FRIDAY, January 10
Black Bear Candy Land, 9 PM to close

The Brazen Fox
DJ party After 11 PM

Lazy Boy Saloon
BIG SALAD  Featuring Christine 

Tambakis from Tangled Vine! 

Porter House
Live DJ – 11PM

SATURDAY, January 11
The Brazen Fox NCAA Football 
Saturdays – 3:30 p.m. Special Bar 
Menu DJ Party After 11 PM

Lazy Lounge
Live DJ!

Porter House
Live DJ – 11PM

SUNDAY, January 12
Black Bear Saloon MLB Sundays – 
Join us for all games!
$19.95 for unlimited domestic drafts, 
hot dogs, wings

Bob Hyland’s Sports Page Pub
Sunday Football AL1 Games – Beer &  

    wing combo specials

Elements Join Chopper Dan for the 
best Classic Rock n Roll. 8PM
Bring your guitar and attitude!

Porter House
Beer specials during all NFL games.
Lazy Lounge
Live DJ!

Wicked Wolf Tavern
Sunday Funday $3 drinks every 
weekend.
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We’re happy to help spread the word 
about your community event. Please 
submit your information at least three 
weeks prior to your event and include 
the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. 
Entries should be sent to Pat Casey at 
pcasey@theexaminernews.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 7
10th Annual Antiques Lecture and 

Appraisal Series. An informal lecture 
by an antiques specialist followed with 
questions and answers. Today, Tony 
Roy of Westchester Central Trains & 
Hobbies, an expert on model railroads, 
will discuss various types of model trains 
and equipment. Audience members 
are then offered an opportunity to have 
two items verbally appraised. Sponsored 
by the New Castle Historical Society. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. to noon. Free. 
The series continues on Jan. 14 and 21. 
Info:  Visit www.newcastlehs.org.

Tuesdays at Dorry’s. Chuck Bell, 
Programs Director for Consumers 
Union, nonprofit publisher of Consumer 
Reports, will discuss the Affordable Care 
Act (sometimes called Obamacare). 
Chuck will explain how the ACA 
implementation is going in New York 
State, which operates a health insurance 
marketplace called New York State of 
Health. He will address these questions: 
Where can consumers get more 
information, and get their questions 
answered about the new law? What are 
the implications of continued political 
opposition to the ACA, and technical 
problems on the HealthCare.gov web 
site? Why did private insurers cancel 
some individual market and small 
business policies, and force consumers to 
seek new coverage? How does the ACA 
seek to control costs and improve the 
quality of care? Everyone is invited to 
join this weekly table talk at 6 to 7 p.m. 
Food ordering starts at 5:30 p.m. Dorry’s 
Diner, 468 Mamaroneck Avenue, White 
Plains. Call 914-682-0005 for more 
information.

Wednesday, Jan. 8
Mother Nature’s Story Time.  

Children, with a parent or caregiver, can 
enjoy winter days with nature-themed 
stories, nature walks, live animals and/
or crafts. For children two to four years 
old. Meets six consecutive Wednesdays. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale 10 to 11 a.m. Members: $50 
per child. Non-members: $90 per child. 
Info and registration: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-

one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs.  Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Poetry Slam and Open Mike. 
Slammers should bring one original 
poem of up to three minutes. Registration 
begins at 6:30 p.m. and ends at7 p.m., the 
competition begins soon after. C-hosted 
by local poet and slammaster Eric ZORK 
Alan. Refreshments served. White Plains 
Public Library, 100 Martine Avenue, 
White Plains.

Building a Better Future Now. 
Redesigning Our Regional Energy and 
Transportation Structure and How You 
Can Be Involved. Decentralized energy 
and walkable communities are the 
framework for shifting to a sustainable 
economy and lifestyle in Westchester 
is happening now. Come find out 
about how local municipalities are 
collaborating.  Nina Orville, director of 
the Southern Westchester Energy Action 
Consortium (SWEAC) will report on 
some of the most exciting sustainability 
initiatives in our region and tell you how 
you can be involved. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. Program at 
7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-3470  or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

American Civil War Series. Seeing 
Through 19th Century Eyes – The July 
1863 Draft Riots with professor, author, 
media producer Joshua Brown. Presented 
by Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War in Association with the White Plains 
Historical Society; 7:30 p.m. at the Jacob 
Purdy House, 60 Park Avenue, White 
Plains. Call 914-949-4679 for more 
information.

Thursday, Jan. 9
Opening Reception for “Grace in 

Motion: Dance Photography.” This 
exhibit, featuring five photographers, 
captures the dynamism of the human 
body in motion through the camera’s 
lens, transforming the elusive quality 
of dance into enduring images of grace 
and beauty. Photographs of studio and 
live performances will be featured, 
highlighting dancers and companies 
from around the world. Arts Westchester, 
30 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. 6 to 
8:30 p.m. Free. Exhibit continues through 
Jan. 25. Gallery hours Tuesday through 
Saturday 12 to 5 p.m. RSVP for reception 
encouraged. Info and RSVP: Contact Lea 
Banks at 914-424-4220 ext. 330 or email 
LBanks@artswestchester.org.

Saturday, Jan. 11
“Landscapes” Opening Reception. 

Explore new vistas in this exhibition of 
works by members of the Mamaroneck 
Artists Guild. Visitors can experience 
both natural and manmade landscapes as 
seen through the eyes of an eclectic mix 
of artists utilizing a wide range of artistic 
media. Mamaroneck Artists Guild, 126 
Larchmont Ave., Larchmont. 3 to 5 p.m. 
Free. Exhibit continues through Jan. 
25. Gallery hours are Tuesday through 
Saturday 12 to 5 p.m. Info:  914-834-
1117.

A New Year at Cranberry. Bring in the 
New Year with a refreshing hike around 
the preserve. Cranberry Lake Preserve, 
Old Orchard Street, North White Plains. 
1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-428-1005.

Whoo’s There? Owl Prowl. This 
fun and informative program about 
will have you meeting owls up close, 
learning about their unique behaviors 
and then culminating with a night hike 
through the forest looking and listening 
for our nocturnal neighbors. Bring 
flashlights. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 6 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-723-3470  or visit  www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse. 
Robin and Linda Williams in concert, 
7:30 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
for audience sing-along; snacks, fair 
trade coffee and water available before 
performance. Tickets $20 in advance 
and $25 at the door; children 6 to 12 
$10; students at the door $15 with ID. 
Memorial United Methodist Church, 
250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains. Call 
914-946-1625 for more information. 
Visit www.brownpapertickets.com/
producer/5602 to order tickets.

Sunday, Jan. 12
Warm Up With Mammals. Come 

out of the cold and warm up as we see 
how mammals cope in winter’s frosty 
temperatures. All welcome. Teatown 
Lake Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley Rd., 
Ossining. 11 a.m.  to noon. Members: 
Free. Non-members: $5. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 914-
762-2912 ext. 110.

Celebrating Winter Trees and 
Winter Animals. Learn how trees and 
animals not only survive but thrive 
during the cold winter months. Enjoy 
a short woodlands nature walk and a 
visit from some winter-hardy critters. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: $5. 
Non-members:$8. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Danceworks. The modern dance 
troupe from Westchester Community 
College, will teach the basics of modern 
dance with audience participation. 3 
p.m. at White Plains Public Library, 
100 Martine Avenue, White Plains. This 
program is intended for children.

Music of Freedom Interfaith Concert. 
Celebrating Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
with performances by Congregation Kol 
Ami Choir, memorial United Methodist 
Church Choir, Mt. Hope A.M.E. Zion 
Church Inspirational Choir, Shinnyo-
En Buddhist Temple Ceremonial Taiko 
Drums, the Turkish Center Sufi Dervish 
and others at Memorial United Methodist 
Church, 250 Bryant Avenue, White 
Plains. Light refreshments will be served 
after the concert. There is no admission 
fee, but a free-will offering is appreciated.

Tuesday, Jan. 14
10th Annual Antiques Lecture and 

Appraisal Series. An informal lecture 
by an antiques specialist followed with 
questions and answers. Today, James 
Levinson, of James Levinson Inc., a 
dealer in estate and fine jewelry, will 
discuss “Do You Know What You Have? 
“Audience members are then offered an 
opportunity to have two items verbally 
appraised. Sponsored by the New Castle 
Historical Society. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
10 a.m. to noon. Free. The series 
continues on Jan. 21. Info: Visit www.
newcastlehs.org.

Manhattanville College School of 
Graduate and Professional Studies 
Business Info Session. This session 
will provide an overview of graduate 
programs offered and what to expect 
when applying and enrolled.  Hear from 
program directors, current students and 
the admissions team about the newly 
redesigned and expanded master’s degrees 
and advanced certificates in various areas 
of study. Reid Castle at Manhattanville 
College, 2900 Purchase St., Purchase. 6 
to 7:30 p.m. Free.  RSVP required. Info 
and RSVP: 914-323-5150, visit  www.
mville.edu/graduate/admissions/school-
of-graduate-and-professional-studies/
open-houseinfo-session/information-
session-registration.html or email 
GPSadmissions@mville.edu.

Ongoing Events
“In Celebration.” A holiday exhibit 

featuring artists Susan Breen, Carole 
Porter Maurer, Patricia Nix and Ivan 
Pazlamatchev. The Art Gallery at the 
Rockefeller State Park Preserve, 125 
Phelps Way, Pleasantville. 9:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. daily. Parking: $6. Exhibit runs 
through Jan. 27. Info: 914-631-1470 or 
email proleeds@aol.com.
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WHITE PL AINS EX AMINER SPORTS

By Albert Coqueran
To begin the New Year at Stepinac 

High School, Crusaders Head Varsity 
Basketball Coach Steve Herman invited 
all four levels of the Molloy High School 
Basketball Program to challenge his 
Crusaders squads, at Stepinac, on Sunday, 
Jan. 5.

It was a historic event at Stepinac High 
School, as it was the first Quadruple-
Header Basketball Tournament ever in 
the school’s history on the same day. The 
Molloy Stanners traveled from Queens to 
White Plains with their Freshmen, Junior 
Varsity, Varsity B and Varsity teams to 
play the Crusaders respective squads.

And what the Stanners teams 
brought home to Briarwood, Queens 
was four victories. The Stanners swept 
the tournament, while crushing the 
Crusaders Varsity Team, 87-62, beating 
the Freshman Crusaders, 61-51, stopping 

the Varsity B Team, 41-31, and squeaking 
past the Crusaders Junior Varsity team in 
the final seconds of the game, 59-56.

The game of the day 
was the Junior Varsity 
contest, as Head Coach 
Bobby Russo’s young 
Crusaders team was 
beaten in the closing 
seconds of the game, 
59-56, by the Molloy 
Junior Varsity. The 
Crusaders J.V. were 
defeated by Molloy 
in the CHSAA AA 
Semifinals last year 
to end their 2012-13 
season.

The Crusaders J.V. 
(3-4) missed a shot 
with 10 seconds left on 
the clock with Molloy 
winning 57-56. Then 

Crusaders guard Kaeleen Henderson 
nearly stole the ball from the Stanners on 
an out of bounds play with 5.7 seconds 

remaining in the game but the ball went 
back out of bounds. 

Stanners’ guard David Priolo sealed the 
deal for Molloy by sinking two free throws 
with 4.5 seconds left in the game. Priolo 
had a game-high 22 points for the Stanners 
junior varsity. “We fouled their best man. 
They (Molloy) did a good job of getting 
the ball to their shooter,” commented 
Russo. “Molloy is a well rounded team 
and they are well coached,” complimented 
Russo, in the midst of his first season as 
Junior Varsity Head Coach. 

This is the second year that the 
Crusaders have had a CHSAA Varsity B 
Team. They did not fare any better against 
Molloy’s B Team, while losing by 10 points, 
41-31. Also the Freshmen contest ended 
with a 10-point deficit for the Crusaders 
as well, while losing 61-51.

The Molloy varsity (7-1) is led by first 
year Head Coach Mike McCleary, who 
took over for legendary Molloy Head 

Coach Jack Curran, who passed away in 
March 2013 after a 55-year reign leading 
the Stanners Boy’s Basketball Team. 

McCleary tenured as the Athletic 
Director at Molloy and was Curran’s 
assistant coach for 15 years before being 
hired as the Stanners’ Head Varsity 
Basketball Coach after Curran’s death.  
McCleary, also still remains the Athletic 
Director at Molloy. 

McCleary is succeeding the highest 
winning high school basketball coach 
in New York City and New York State in 
the late Curran. “I miss Jack. He was an 
incredible influence on me and the whole 
program. It is a tremendous legacy that he 
leaves behind him,” declared McCleary. 
“I do not try to be him; I just try to be 
me, because you cannot be him, you just 
cannot be that great,” admired McCleary.

Stepinac was out-classed by Molloy, 
87-62, in the varsity finale of the 
four-game tournament. The Stanners 
varsity celebrated with two 20-point 
performances in the game. Columbia 
University bound senior guard C. J. Davis 
dropped in 20 points, as did forward 
Jayson Cetheute. The Stanners also got 14 
points each from Donte Warren and Gabe 
Fitzpatrick.

Stepinac fought tough in the first half, 
while losing, 37-27, at halftime. But guard 
Walter King, who carried the Crusaders in 
the first half with 15 points, only scored 
three points in the second half. King 
ended the game with 18 points. Crusaders 
Tyrin Miller had 11 points and Naim 
Thomas added nine points in the loss to 
the Stanners.

The Crusaders were outscored by 
Molloy in the third quarter 31-15 and 50-
35, in the entire second half. The Stanners 
got open looks throughout the second half 
and made shot after shot. “It was a game at 
halftime but the third quarter killed us,” 
commented a disappointed Herman. “It is 
kind of easy to make shots when we are 
not defending them,” said Herman, who 
is trying to make things work in his first 
season at the helm.

Stepinac was defeated by Fox Lane 
High School, 56-53, in the Slam Dunk 
Tournament, at the Westchester County 
Center, on December 28. But they 
bounced back at home with a big win 
against St. Raymond’s High School, 85-79, 
on December 30.

Nonetheless, the Crusaders win over the 
Ravens was only their second victory in 
nine games, while having beaten Salesian 
High School to open their season, on 
December 6. Presently, with the Molloy 
loss, the Crusaders varsity record remains 
2-7.

“It is frustrating to me because it is just 
an effort thing. This is almost like a Jekyll 
and Hyde team because you just do not 
know which Stepinac team you are going 
to get,” stated Herman.

Stepinac No Wins in Four-Game Tournament versus Molloy

Molloy High School forward Jayson Cetheute (#11) leaps to beat Stepinac forward Tyrin Miller (#15) 
to the basket for two points. Cetheute scored 20 points, as the Stanners varsity routed the Crusaders 
varsity, 87-62, at Stepinac, on Sunday.

The Crusaders varsity basketball team honors the playing of  the National Anthem before the start of  
their game against Molloy High School. The Crusaders varsity contest was the finale of  a four-game 
tournament, as the Freshmen, Junior Varsity and Varsity b Teams also challenged the Molloy Stanners, 
on Sunday at Stepinac.

Molloy High School Head basketball Coach Mike 
McCleary has some “big shoes to fill” as he takes 
over the Stanners boy’s basketball Program, 
after the passing of  legendary Molloy Head Coach 
Jack Curran who died in March 2013, after leading 
the Stanners for 55 years.

Crusaders Junior Varsity Head Coach bobby Russo (right) just missed 
leading his JV team to the only win in the four-game tournament against 
Molloy High School at Stepinac. The junior varsity Crusaders lost 59-56, 
as the Stanners made their free throws in the final seconds of  the game.

AlbERT CoquERAN PHoToS
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ENJOY A COMPLIMENTARY THREE-DAY MEMBERSHIP 
*

FOR YOU AND A FRIEND!
Contact a Membership Advisor at (866) 846-0995 by January 21st!
99 Business Park Drive, Armonk, NY | www.GetToTheGym.com

*First time visitors who are local residents only. Must be 18 years or older and present proper photo ID. THE GYM rules and regulations apply. Non-transferrable.

Stepinac Crusaders 
Play Hard 

Against Molloy 
High School 

Stanners
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Crusaders varsity forward Tyrin Miller drives to the hoop on an aggressive play to score against the Molloy 
High School varsity team. but the Stanners from queens proved too much for the Crusaders defeating them 
by 25 points, 87-62, on Sunday, at Stepinac High School.


