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Lift  Pleasant ville to the Title
and Ends Bronxville’s Reign

Pride of the Panthers
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CONGRATULATIONS
Athletes on a Great Fall Season!

GOOD LUCK on Your Team’s 
State Championship Quest!! 
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By Danny Lopriore

Jalen Leonard-Osbourne rushed for two 
touchdowns and caught a pass for another 
score as Ardsley battled through a first-half 
defensive struggle to defeat Westlake 24-
10 in a Section 1, Class B football semifinal 
game at Edgemont High School Saturday.

Ardsley (8-0), the defending Section 1 
champion, defeated Westlake (5-4) in the 
semifinal for the second straight year and 
advanced to a title game matchup with No. 
2 Byram Hills next Saturday. The Panthers 
topped the Wildcats 21-10 in the regular 
season finale for both teams two weeks ago.

The top-seeded Panthers and No. 4 
Westlake were locked in a close game at 
halftime with Leonard-Osbourne’s 39-yard 
touchdown run providing Ardsley with a 
slim 7-0 lead.

Ardsley quarterback Luke Mantini tossed 
a short pass to Leonard-Osbourne at the 
Westlake 39-yard line early in the third 
quarter and the speedy back evaded several 
tackles along the left sideline before making 
a dash back across the field into the right 
corner of the end zone to make the score 13-
0. The point-after kick made the score 14-0 
with 6:05 remaining in the third quarter.

“We depend on our defense to stop the 
other team and we did that again today,” 
Mantini said. “We’ve been holding teams 
to about nine points a game. Westlake 
always plays tough defense, so we wanted 
to keep moving the ball and looking to break 
something with Jalen. He gives us an edge 
with his speed and his ability to find holes.”

Despite being stalled several times by 

the Westlake defense, 
Leonard-Osbourne 
broke several plays, 
amassing 168 rushing 
yards on 24 carries 
and 87 receiving 
yards on 5 catches. 
He said the coaching 
staff’s offensive game 
planning was perfect.

“Our coaches 
prepare us really well 
and we knew what 
we needed to do,” 
Leonard-Osbourne 
said. “We just had to 
execute. The offensive 
line never gave in. 
Those guys gave us 
openings and we hit 
on some big plays. We 
have to just do what we 
have been coached to 
do.”

Ardsley’s Darren 
Judge kicked a 24-yard 
field goal to stretch the lead to 17-3 early in 
the fourth quarter.

Westlake scored its first points on a 28-
yard field goal by sophomore Josh Gelman 
to make the score 17-3 late in the third 
quarter and the defense didn’t give up much 
more until Leonard-Osbourne scored from 
11 yards out for a 24-3 lead with under eight 
minutes remaining in the game.

Westlake junior quarterback Matthew 
Sardo, who moved the offense well at times 

but was hampered by 
several penalty calls 
in the first half, led his 
team to a touchdown 
late in the fourth 
quarter, scoring on a 
10-yard keeper to cut 
the deficit to 24-10. 
The junior rushed for 
37 of the 47 yards in the 
scoring drive.

“That was our game 
plan the whole week, 
to hold him (Leonard-
Osbourne) to short 
gains and not let him get 
loose because he can 
break big plays,” Sardo 
said. “The defense 
played hard. We just 
allowed a couple of big 
plays. Our defense kept 
us close. We just didn’t 
make enough plays on 
offense.”

Westlake linebacker 
Nick Euvino recovered a fumble to stop a 
Panther drive and helped lead the defense 
that kept the Wildcats in the game. The 
defense made two big stops inside its own 
15-yard line to help keep the game close.

“We put in a good game plan and played 
our hearts out as we always do,” Euvino 
said. “It’s frustrating because it was maybe 
five plays that we didn’t execute that made 
the difference. But they have a player that 
can do that.”

Euvino, a senior, said he knows the 
Wildcats will be improved next season with 
Sardo and other underclassmen taking over.

“We have a very strong program, coaches 
and tradition,” he said. “These younger 
players worked their butts off all year. We 
all worked very hard and I know they will 
be better next year. I’m proud of the way we 
gave it all out there.”

Westlake coach John Castellano said the 
untimely penalties and the special talents of 
Leonard-Osbourne provided the difference 
in the game.

“(Jalen) is a very talented player,” 
Castellano said. “He could play at any level 
in the section. You can’t use penalties as an 
excuse, but we had some tough calls. We’re 
young. We made a few mistakes. This year 
was a learning experience for the younger 
players and the seniors really showed 
leadership.”

Westlake placekicker Bailey Rodgers 
ended her varsity career by kicking the 
extra point on Sardo’s touchdown in the 
fourth quarter.

Ardsley coach Dan DiFalco made no 
adjustments at halftime and told his players 
to focus on the game plan.

“We told the guys at halftime that there 
were no adjustments, but to do your job, 
finish the play, catch the ball and continue 
going with what we practiced,” DiFalco 
said. “Westlake always works hard. It’s our 
job to execute and it showed in the second 
half when we made plays. The reason why 
we came out ahead in close games is the 
defense, which has been very good all year.” 

Matt sardo scored the lone touchdown for 
Westlake in saturday’s semifinal playoff 
game. 

Ardsley Trips Westlake in Class B Sectional Semifinal
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By Andy Jacobs

By the time Saturday’s Section 1, Class B 
semifinal playoff game was a half-minute old, 
the Byram Hills football team had already 
provided its fans with a pair of highlights and 
its opponent, Pearl River, with a couple of 
headaches. 

More highlights and headaches were 
soon to follow as the Bobcats scored early 
and often, led by the breakaway running 
ability of Matt Weiler, who turned the first 
quarter into his own personal advertisement 
that he is finally fully healthy again. Second-
seeded Byram Hills opened up a 26-0 lead 
in the opening 12 minutes and then coasted 
to a 39-14 win against the third-seeded and 
overwhelmed Pirates.

“I’m just so happy for them,” said head 
coach Doug Carpenter after watching his 
Bobcat players earn a long-awaited berth in 
a sectional final. “I told them that I felt after 
the game like more of a fan than I did a coach. 
Certainly I’m very proud of them and I’ve 
been able to be a part of watching them grow. 
But I’m just so happy that they got to this 
chance to get to the section championship.”

Weiler served notice that it was going to 
be a long afternoon for Pearl River when he 
took a handoff on the game’s first play from 
scrimmage and bolted 60 yards all the way 
to the Pirates’ 9-yard-line. On the next play, 
quarterback Nick Picca tossed to his right to 
Jack Tillinger for a touchdown. Though they 
missed the extra point, the Bobcats had a 
quick lead just 32 seconds into the contest. 

“When he’s able to pop those,” said 
Carpenter of the dazzling runs Weiler 
provided in the first quarter, “it’s certainly 
an adrenaline kick for our team.”

The Bobcats soon got another shot of it 
when they took possession of the ball again 
after the Pirates’ first drive of the day stalled 
in Byram  territory and they were forced to 
punt. From the 14-yard-line on first down, 
Weiler grabbed a shovel pass from Picca, 
burst into the open field and romped 86 
yards to the end zone. The point-after snap 
was fumbled and Picca was stopped short of 
the goal line, so the Bobcats had to settle 
for a 12-0 lead with 5:23 to go in the first 

quarter. 
After Pearl River went three-and-

out, Byram Hills quickly added another 
touchdown, going 52 yards in six plays. The 
last one was a 36-yard run on third down 
by Steven Franco, who broke some tackles 
before finding the end zone. Picca then ran in 
for the two-point conversion that stretched 
the Bobcats’ lead to 20-0 with 1:39 still left 
in the first quarter. 

Less than a minute later, the Bobcats 
were on the board yet again as Daniel Ahern 
picked off a Matt Daly pass and returned it 
30 yards for another touchdown. The two-
point conversion attempt was stopped, but 
Byram Hills still had a whopping 26-point 
lead and the first quarter wasn’t over yet. 

The Byram Hills lead swelled to 33-0 
midway through the second quarter when 
Weiler broke free and left everyone chasing 
him down the left sideline as he raced in for 
an electrifying 78-yard touchdown. For a 
Pearl River team that had easily advanced 
past Pleasantville in the quarterfinals a 
week earlier, it was a first half to forget. 

“I have a lot of respect for coach (Michael) 
Oliva and the rest of his staff at Pearl 
River,” said Carpenter. “What they were 

able to do with their group after suffering 
from a tragedy in their community and 
beat Pleasantville the way that they did, 
it was a remarkable job. We have a lot of 
respect for the toughness of Pearl River 
and the resiliency. We’ve played them a 
decent amount over the years and they’re a 
community that values sports. So we knew 
we were gonna have to play really good 
football, especially up front. But being able 
to get those breaks in the game where Matty 
was able to punch out was nice. It was fun.”

Pearl River did manage to get on the board 
late in the second quarter as Daly threw a 
five-yard touchdown pass to Logan Flaherty. 
Byram soon moved the ball down to the 
Pirates’ 19-yard-line, but with one second 
left on the clock a Picca pass intended for 
Ben Weinhoff fell incomplete and the score 
remained 33-7 at intermission.

An interception by Picca quickly ended the 
Pirates’ first possession of the second half, 
but by the midway point of the third quarter 
he and Weiler had become spectators on the 
sidelines thanks to the big Byram lead. So 
it was backup quarterback Hayden Fruhling 
who supplied the Bobcats with their final 
points of the day, running up the middle on 

fourth-and-five for a 23-yard touchdown with 
just over a minute left in the period.

The lone Byram highlight of the final 
quarter was Ahern’s second interception of 
the day. Pearl River did add a 57-yard TD 
pass from Ryan O’Neill to Matthew Vilaboy 
with 5:11 remaining, but by then the Bobcats 
were already starting to celebrate their 
seventh win in eight games this season and 
by far the biggest. 

“It’s gonna feel amazing,” said Weiler, 
asked about next Saturday’s appearance 
at Mahopac in the sectional final against 
Ardsley. “It’s been our goal since the 
beginning of the season and now we’re 
finally here. We’re not really satisfied with 
just being there. We’re trying to keep going 
as long as we can. We know we haven’t 
played our best football yet.”

Carpenter, too, is relishing the opportunity 
to coach against his former college roommate 
once again and maybe get some payback 
after last month’s 24-17 loss to the Panthers. 

“They were able to capitalize on some 
mistakes that we made,” he said, looking 
back on the regular-season showdown. “I’d 
love a shot at redemption and I think our 
kids would too.”

Junior quarterback hayden Fruhling carries for a 
big gain in the second half of saturday’s playoff 
victory against pearl River.

Jack tillinger runs with the ball in the second 
quarter of saturday’s semifinal.

bobcat running back Matt Weiler picks up big 
yardage in the first quarter of the sectional 
semifinal against visiting pearl River.

the bobcats’ ben Weinhoff cuts across the field 
during the 39-14 playoff rout of pearl River.

byram hills senior steven Franco breaks through 
the line of scrimmage during the bobcats’ 
lopsided win in the sectional semifinal game vs. 
the pearl River pirates.

Bobcats Advance to the Class B Final by Routing Pearl River

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS

byram hills quarterback nic picca leaves a trio of pearl River players behind as he carries the football 
in saturday’s class b semifinal game.
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the Quakers celebrate after the goal by Isabelle 
Klein gave them a 1-0 lead in the section 1, class 
A championship game.

natalie Laskowski of Greeley watches the ball 
leave her stick during saturday’s sectional final 
at nyack high school.

talia belowich moves the ball past midfield in 
Greeley’s 1-0 victory over Mamaroneck in the 
class A title game on saturday night.

Greeley’s stephanie Kasulka sends the ball up the 
field in the first half of saturday evening’s title 
game.

the Quakers’ Grace Arrese tries to deny a pass 
vs. Mamaroneck in the first half of the class A 
championship game.

horace Greeley’s sophia Rutman gets set to fire 
the ball toward the goal in the sectional final vs. 
Mamaroneck.

Greeley players hanna Lane and paige dalrymple 
lead their teammates off the field following 
saturday’s 1-0 win over Mamaroneck in the class 
A title game.

horace Greeley players, left to right, Isabelle Klein, Lily schoonmaker, siena Jarrin, caroline Flannery 
and sophia Rutman pose together with the championship plaque after defeating Mamaroneck on 
saturday evening at nyack high school.

the Quakers’ Isabelle Klein, who scored the game-deciding goal, chases the ball in the second half of 
saturday night’s class A championship game vs. Mamaroneck.

the Quakers’ Lily schoonmaker tries to win a race for the ball during the second half of the 1-0 win 
over Mamaroneck in the class A championship game.

HORACE GREELEY
2019 Section 1, Class A

Field Hockey Champions
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the panthers’ Allison portera is about to score her third goal of the game during the second half of 
sunday’s 3-0 victory over bronxville in the class b championship game.

pleasantville players, left to right, Lauren drillock, Avery Manna, Allison portera, Analese picart and 
norah Foley pose with the class b championship plaque on sunday at Arlington high school.

PLEASANTVILLE
Section 1, Class B

2019 Soccer Champions

Mary Grace o’neill of pleasantville takes the 
ball up the left sideline in the first half against 
bronxville.

the panthers’ Katie Moses tries to settle the ball 
in front of bronxville’s Jessica sondey during 
sunday’s title game.

pleasantville junior Amber nanaj moves the ball 
across the field in the class b title game.

Grace capko of pleasantville races up the field 
with the ball in the second half of sunday’s 
section 1, class b championship game at 
Arlington high school.

the panthers’ carolyn Lee uses her head to send 
the ball up the field in sunday’s title game.

pleasantville junior Analese picart boots the ball 
away as teammate Julia o’Reilly looks on.

pleasantville goalkeeper Lila donohue thwarts 
a scoring chance for the broncos’ Alex doukas 
late in the first half of the class b championship 
game.

Lexie Rippstein heads for the goal in 
pleasantville’s 3-0 title victory over the bronxville 
broncos.
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VALHALLA VIKINGS
2019 Section 1, Class D
Volleyball Champions

Valhalla senior Linda Rossi concentrates on the 
ball as she returns a Rye neck serve in the class 
c championship match.

the Vikings’ Linda Rossi rises to block the ball in 
sunday’s 3-0 victory over the Rye neck panthers.

sophia cavallo bumps the ball as Valhalla 
teammate Isabella Masucci looks on in the 
Vikings’ three-games-to-none sweep of Rye neck 
in the class c final.

Valhalla players watching from the bench on 
sunday evening indicate the Vikings need just 
one more point to repeat as sectional champions.

Isabelle Masucci bumps the ball in front of 
teammate Linda Rossi during the section 1, class 
c championship match vs. Rye neck.

Valhalla senior Jasmine Grant soars over the net 
to put the ball away during sunday’s class c title 
match at pace University.

Valhalla’s stephanie sicilian (left) and Linda 
Rossi hold the class c championship plaque aloft 
after defeating Rye neck on sunday night.

Jasmine Grant displays her imposing talent near 
the net in Valhalla’s 3-0 title win over Rye neck.

the Vikings’ natalie barbuto returns the ball in 
the 3-0 sweep of Rye neck on sunday.

Valhalla junior sophia cavallo gets set to deliver 
a serve during sunday night’s title match.

the Valhalla volleyball team stands together during pre-match player introductions on sunday evening 
at pace University.

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS
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focus on
BYRAM HILLS

2019 Sectional Playoffs

BYRAM 
HILLS

Boys Soccer

byram hills’ Amanda Lammers gets set to serve 
in the bobcats’ 3-0 loss in the finals to Ardsley 
on sunday.

nicholas bisgaier looks to work his way around a 
Rye defender in the semifinals.

bailey Goldstein sends a pass in the second half 
of the semifinal game against the host Garnets.

byram hills’ bryan Roden heads the ball away 
during the bobcats’ 4-2 semifinal loss at Rye.

Megan Lee of byram hills bumps the ball in front 
of teammate sofia Giamartino in the class b 
championship match vs. the Ardsley panthers.

byram hills senior Madison Fang returns the ball 
in sunday’s class b title match against Ardsley.

the bobcats’ sofia Giamartino reaches to 
return the ball during the sectional final at pace 
University on sunday.

byram hills senior Veronica Zawojek sends the 
ball past a pair of Ardsley players during the 
section 1, class title match at pace University.

stefana Latella (10) and caroline Kelly jump 
together trying to block the ball as byram hills 
battles Ardsley in the class b championship 
match.

yusuf hafez races down the sideline for the ball late in the second half.

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS

ROB DiANTONiO PHOTOS
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Isabelle Klein Scores the Only Goal
as Greeley Dethrones Mamaroneck
in the Section 1, Class A Title Game
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T I G E R  TA M E R


