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Bobcats’ Path to a Title Game Again Blocked by John Jay

By Andy Jacobs

For the second year in a row, the Byram
Hills hockey team crossed paths with the
John Jay Indians in the semifinal round of
the Section 1, Division 2 playoffs.

And for the second year in a row, it
was the Indians who advanced to the
championship game, while the Bobcats
made another frustrating exit from the
Brewster Ice Arena.

Sophomore forward Jack Browne
scored three times, while Brian Daley
added two goals and two assists, as the
top-seeded Indians skated past fourth-
seeded Byram Hills 8-3 on Friday night.
Two of Brownes scores came during a
four-goal, third-period explosion by John
Jay that turned the contest into a rout.

“Theyre very disappointed,” said
Bobcats head coach A.]. Cloherty after
his players had slowly skated off the ice
for the last time this season. “They had
high hopes and expectations coming into
this season, and rightfully so. They really
wanted a chance to play for the big one on
Saturday and they fell just short”

Despite a second period in which John
Jay controlled the puck, outshooting
the Bobcats by a whopping 18-8
margin, a goal by Will Cohen with 2:38
remaining moved Byram Hills within
3-2. Unfortunately for the Bobcats, just
90 seconds later, the Indians’ Chase
Goldman, who finished with a goal and
three assists, skated up the right wing,
then made a perfect pass to the left side of
the crease where a waiting Browne easily
tipped the puck past goalie Grace Lunder.

“Yeah, if we stick to 3-2 after the second
period, it’s a totally different game,” said
Cloherty. “But they caught us flat-footed.
One of our defensemen made a mistake,
they capitalized on it, 4-2, and that really
took the wind out of our sails. But they did
dominate us in the second period. They
came out hot and our players couldn’t
counter their attack. That’s why there’s the
10-shot differential”

The Bobcats’ Lucca Conigliario works his way
toward the net in the sectional semifinal vs. John
Jay on Friday night.

The goal by Browne, his first of the
game, with 59 seconds left in the second
period enabled the Indians to take a
two-goal lead to the final period. The
Bobcats never really recovered, and just
64 seconds into the third period Browne
tallied his second goal, all but putting an
end to the Byram title aspirations.

“We told the kids,” said Cloherty, “if we
give up that fifth goal, it's gonna be a rough
rest of the period. And the first minute
and a half, they scored a goal. That was
that. You could see the disappointment
on the kids’ faces and it’s hard to bounce
back”

It was actually John Jay that had to
bounce back earlier in the evening. A
goal by senior John Fontana, assisted by
Michael Salandra, with just under five
minutes remaining in the opening period
put the Bobcats on the scoreboard first.
But the Indians’ John McKeon knotted
the score with 1:27 left in the period.

The Indians, who would go on to win
the section championship the next day,
grabbed the lead for good on a tip-in goal
by Daley with 8:40 to go in the second
period, moments after a Bobcat power
play had ended. Just 24 seconds later,
Goldman gave John Jay a 3-1 cushion by
skating down the right wing, moving to

John Jay’s Charlie Oestreicher tries to poke the puck away from Ethan Behar of Byram Hills during Friday
night’s Division 2 semifinal playoff game at Brewster Ice Arena.

Michael Salandra of Byram Hills scores an empty-net goal to seal the Bobcats’ 6-3 victory over Pearl
River in the sectional quarterfinals last Tuesday evening.

his left and sending a shot past Lunder.

The goal by the Bobcats’ Cohen late in
the second period that sliced the Jay lead
in half seemed to give Byram hope again,
but the Indians quickly dashed those
hopes with their third-period onslaught
that left Lunder removing the puck from
the net over and over again.

“The defense hung her out to dry;” said
Cloherty. “She’s great at everything. The
one weakness is the breakaways and we
gave up way too many breakaways for her
to handle. She’s probably disappointed
because she holds herself to such a high
standard. But as a coach, I couldn’t have
asked for her to do anything more. In the
second period, she made seven or eight
impossible saves at point-blank range that
most goalies would let in”

The Bobcats had advanced to face John
Jay by defeating fifth-seeded Pearl River
6-3 in Tuesday night’s quarterfinal game
in Brewster. Salandra, just a freshman,
had three goals and an assist. It was
his power-play goal with just a second
remaining in the second period that broke
a 2-2 deadlock and gave the Bobcats the
lead for good. His empty-netter with
37 seconds left in the game sealed the
outcome.

Regrettably for the Bobcats, the same
John Jay team that had ended their 2016-
17 season with a tension-filled 1-0 double
overtime win in last year’s semifinals was
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Byram Hills senior goaltender Grace Lunder stays
ready in front of the net during Friday’ semifinal
game against the John Jay Indians.
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waiting for them again. This time, though,
there was far less drama.

“It was still a great season,” said
Cloherty. “The season we put together,
the schedule, it was the hardest you’ll see
in the last 20 years that we've had. Filled
with huge D 1 teams. We only played five
D 2 opponents. It was a success. It helped
prepare us and it made us stronger”

Asked when hell start planning

for the inevitable showdown with the
Indians next year, he answered, “For me,
personally, immediately, even though my
girlfriend will hate me for it”

Byram Hills senior Willie Mann controls the puck in
last Tuesday’s quarterfinal playoff win over Pearl
River at Brewster Ice Arena.

Bobcats head coach A.. Cloherty watches his
team skate against top-seeded John Jay in Friday
night’s sectional semifinal game.
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Quakers Shake Up Section One Hockey by Stunnmg Pelham

By Andy Jacobs

Maybe it wasn't quite on the same scale
as the 1980 “Miracle on Ice” at the Lake
Placid Olympics, but the Horace Greeley
Quakers sure shook up the status quo in
Section One hockey on Friday night.

Freshman Dylan Mutkoski’s goal in the
sixth round of an overtime shootout gave
the Quakers an improbable victory over
four-time defending champion Pelham in
a Division 2 semifinal that probably could
have used Al Michaels on hand to reprise
his famous “do you believe in miracles?”
call.

Unfortunately for the Quakers, though,
they had to return to the ice just 14 hours
later to face John Jay in the championship
game at Brewster Ice Arena. The top-
seeded Indians took advantage of a weary
Greeley team that had just endured
four seven-and-a-half minute overtime
sessions and came away with a 5-3 victory.

“Its been a whirlwind,” admitted
Quakers head coach Dan Perito, looking
back on 24 hours of postseason euphoria
and disappointment for his third-seeded
team. “It’s hard to put the whole season
into a time capsule right now and look
back on it. But give it some time and I
think we can take a look back and realize
we accomplished a lot”

Facing top-seeded John Jay, the
Quakers quickly descended from Cloud
Nine and were forced to spend all of
Saturday afternoon battling from behind.
Just over a minute after the opening
faceoff, Chase Goldman put the Indians
on the scoreboard and they remained in
front the rest of the way.

Jay’s Jack Browne scored the first of his
two goals, on a wrist shot from the left
that found the far side of the net, with
just 53 seconds left in the period and
Greeley found itself trailing 2-0 at the first
intermission.

“l knew going in we were gonna
be dragging a little, especially in the

-

The Quakers’ Ryan Renzulli moves the puck up
the ice in last Tuesday’s 4-0 quarterfinal victory
over Rye at Brewster Ice Arena.

beginning,” said Perito, whose team was
outshot 21-7 in the opening period. “I
was hoping we could get a couple shifts
for everyone, get our legs under us and
kind of ease into it. Second shift, John Jay
was able to get a goal. We still weren't fully
into it yet”

The Quakers did manage to narrow
their deficit to just 2-1 three minutes into
the second period when Ryan Renzulli
won a race for the puck behind the net
and sent it in front where Jake Cronin
deposited it past Indians goalie Taylor
Isom. But just 10 seconds later, John Jay’s
John McKeon one-timed a shot past Arye
Wolberg to restore the Indians’ two-goal
advantage.

“There was some life on the bench and
it really gave us a shot in the arm,” said
Perito about the goal from Cronin. “But
then we gave it right back, which was
tough. You know, that kind of takes the
wind out of your sail”

Even more wind came out of the
Quakers’ sails early in the third period
when an odd-man rush by John Jay led
to a McKeon pass from the right wing to
Brian Daley in front for another Indian
goal that left the Quakers trailing 4-1 with

-

Greeley players, left to right, Dillon Rusiecki, Garrett Katchis and Evan Scott set their sights on the loose
puck with a wide-open net in front of them during the third period of Saturday’s championship game.

Horace Greeley's Reed Putnam tries to maintain his balance as he reaches for the puck in Saturday
afternoon’s Section 1, Division 2 championship game vs. John Jay.

11:44 left in the game. But just a minute
later, Greeley answered with an unassisted
goal from Alex Milne. And with 9:21 to
go, Liam Whitehouse scored to narrow
the deficit to just one goal.

“I've never questioned the heart, the
effort and the hustle of this team all
year; Perito said. “We've fallen behind
numerous times and been behind late in
games. We've tied the game twice in last
minutes of a game and won in overtime
before. So I knew that no one was gonna
quit”

But the Greeley comeback bid was
thwarted as Browne, who had a hat trick
in Jay’s semifinal win over Byram Hills,
scored a spectacular goal with just 4:16
left on the clock, somehow maneuvering
through a pair of Quakers and then poking
the puck past Wolberg while falling face-
first onto the ice. The goal by Browne
all but sealed the outcome and soon the
Indians were flinging their sticks, gloves
and helmets all over the ice in celebration
of their first title in five years.

“It’s just a tough play and that was really
a back breaker, mentally,” said Perito of
the dazzling goal by Browne that dashed
the Quakers’ hopes. “But, again, we never
quit. We almost got a fourth goal there at
the end, just snuck by the post. We were
fighting an uphill battle all day with the
conditions coming back from last night
16 hours later. Obviously even one day’s
rest would’ve been great. But out of our
control. We don’t have a say in that, really.

Dillon Rusiecki of Greeley fires a shot toward
Rye goalie Peter Patouhas in last Tuesday's
quarterfinal playoff game, won by the Quakers.
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We played the hand we were dealt”

For Perito and the Quakers, trying
to beat both Pelham and John Jay on
successive days proved to be just too big a
hurdle. But they gained plenty of respect
around the region, especially after battling
the perennial powerhouse Pelicans to a
1-1 stalemate through 75 minutes of tense
hockey at the Ice Hutch as Wolberg, just a
freshman, made 45 saves.

“He was a wall in net for us,” said Perito.
“I mean, he was unbelievable last night.
He’s one of the reasons why we won that
game.”

The Quakers wound up just one win
shy of capturing their first sectional title
and Perito, his first year at the helm now
behind him, will have a lot to savor from
a memorable season.

“I told ‘em before the third period
and T just told ‘em again there, I could
not be prouder of this group of players
for everything they accomplished,” he
said. “You know, we had never won a
league title, we had never gotten to the
championship before. They accomplished
so much in one season. That’s something
at the very least they can hang their hats
on. Right now it’s not what they want to
hear, it’s not the result they wanted. But
when they take a minute and look back on
it, they’ll be able to appreciate it”

Greeley freshman goalie Arye Wolberg made 45
saves in the Quakers’ stunning upset of four-time
defending champion Pelham on Friday night.
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Briarcliff Crushes North Salem in a Class B Quarterfinal

By Danny Lopriore

The Briarcliff Bears advanced to the
Section 1, Class B basketball semifinal
round with a blistering 80-34 victory over
visiting North Salem Wednesday.

The third-seeded Bears, who lifted their
overall record to 18-4 and are in the Final
Four at the County Center for the fourth
consecutive season, face No. 2 Irvington
next.

“We always preach that we play until
the clock says zero, whether it’s a tight
game or we're up or down 20,” Bears coach
Cody Moffett said following the lopsided
win. “I told the guys just before we took
the floor that I wanted to close my eyes
and not look at the score and hear you
guys focus on defense and see you guys
playing with intensity”

Moffett is not as concerned about who
his team is playing, but how they are
playing as the semifinal approaches.

“If you come out with the mentality
that it's more about how we're playing
and not who, that’s the goal,” he said. “My
only concern now is the next game. That’s
why we care about intensity throughout a
game.

Senior guard Jack Ryan provided
the early impetus for the runaway win,
scoring 10 of his 14 points in the first
quarter as the Bears jumped to a 22-9
lead. Junior guard Miles Jones, who led
all scorers with 20 points, took over in
the second quarter, pushing the fast break
offense and scoring seven of his points in
a26-1 run.

“I'm not always looking to shoot first,
but we got the break going and I just tried
to finish,” Ryan said. “I had some open
shots.”

North Salem may have been defeated
before the game started, losing leading
scorer and rebounder Kendrick Tchoua,
who moved out of the district almost
overnight after having practiced with
the team Saturday. According to North

The Bears' A Panarese tries to locate a teammate

to pass to in the low post during last week’s Class

B quarterfinal game.
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Briarcliff quard Miles Jones pushes the ball up the
court in last Wednesday's Class B quarterfinal rout
of visiting North Salem.

Salem coach Henry Sassone, Tchoua
unexpectedly moved with his step father
back to Maryland this week.

Junior Taijon Tribble was a factor off the
bench early when starter Brian McCann
got into early foul trouble. Tribble was
a force inside, grabbing six rebounds
and scoring 11 points and playing tough
defense. Tribble and the rest of the Bears
reserves played major minutes, proving
that the bench was not just a place to sit.

“No one thinks about how we are on the
bench and not starting because coach has
us all in the game,” Tribble said. “When I
get in the games, it’s about playing good
defense, doing my job, playing as a team.
Today I got to contribute points too.”

While the offense was producing
points, the Briarcliff defense never let
up despite stretching the lead to 48-10 at

Briarcliff senior guard Ross Lachtman searches
for an open teammate in the fourth quarter of last
Wednesday’s quarterfinal win vs. North Salem.
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Senior guard Jack Ryan drives to the basket in the
second half of Briarcliff's easy playoff win over
North Salem.

halftime and 64-24 after three quarters.

Reserve players Nick Reish and Tucker
Wexler helped keep up the offensive and
defensive intensity despite the big leads.
The Bears’ bench scored 32 points in all,
led by Tribble, Reish with four and Henry
Anderson with 8.

“We all have a job to do and coach
expects us to keep up the level of intensity,”
Wexler said. “We talk on the bench and
watch what’s going on”

According to Reish, each of his
teammates has a role to play.

“Coach is always telling us about

Nick Reish of Briarcliff shoots the ball from the
left baseline in the Section 1, Class B playoff win
over North Salem.

Briarcliff senior Tucker Wexler rises for a shot
in the lane in the first half of the Bears’ playoff
victory against the North Salem Tigers.

keeping up the intensity no matter what
the score is,” he said. “We all do that when
we get in the game.”

Mofett’s coaching philosophy exactly.
The bench, no matter who is sitting there,
is in the game.

“We talk about things on the bench,
whether it’s the starters or the reserves,’
he said. “If I yell at a player, I echo it down
the bench. It helps so they don’t make the
same mistakes when they go back in”

The Final Four coach said that he
stresses defense throughout despite the
score.

“When I yell at guys defensively, it's not
perceived as being disrespectful because
we have to have that attitude and brand
because defense travels,” Moffett said.

And he hopes that Bears’ Brand travels
all the way to a Section 1 title.
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Quakers Defeat Suffern to Earn a Trlp to the County Center

By Andy Jacobs

It took more than three minutes for the
Horace Greeley boys’ basketball team to
finally put some points on the board in
Friday evening’s Section One, Class AA
quarterfinal playoff game.

Once the Quakers did, though, there
was no stopping them.

Behind a dominant second quarter
that broke open a close game, Greeley
earned a 55-41 victory over the visiting
Suffern Mounties. Brandon Gecaj scored
a game-high 16 points, while Chris Melis
added 15 as the Quakers punched their
ticket to the Westchester County Center
for Wednesday’s Class AA semifinals.

“The magical season continues,” said
Quakers first-year head coach Felix
Nicodemo shortly after his fourth-seeded
team had put an end to a County Center
drought that lasted almost 15 years. “I'm
so happy for this team and all the kids
on it. They deserve it. They’ve worked so
hard. I'm speechless right now.”

Suffern, seeded 12th, had jumped
out to an early 5-0 lead before Melis,
driving to the basket at will, scored three
consecutive baskets in an 80-second
burst that gave the Quakers a lead they
never relinquished the rest of the way.

“He was able to pick his spots and was
able to get to the rim basically whenever
he wanted and take high-percentage
shots,” said Nicodemo about his star
sophomore, who also finished the night
with 10 rebounds. “On the scouting
report, one of the things I identified was
they were gonna have matchup problems
with us, and we really took advantage of
the dribble penetration”

The Quakers were clinging to an 11-
10 lead after the first eight minutes, but
proceeded to score the first nine points
of the second quarter. The spurt began
with a Gecaj 15-foot baseline jumper
that was soon followed by Greg Karr’s
3-pointer from the right elbow. Jeremy

Greeley guard Jeremy Block dribbles toward
midcourt flanked by teammate Chris Melis during
the Quakers’ 55-41 playoff win over visiting
Suffern.
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Block spun his way through the lane
for a bucket, then Gecaj capped the run
with a left-corner 18-footer to give the
Quakers their first double-digit lead of
the contest.

Suffern, struggling against the
Quakers’ relentless zone press, went
without a single point for nearly the first
four minutes of the quarter and wound
up getting outscored 16-3 in the period
to fall into a 14-point halftime hole.

“I knew they were big, they were
disciplined and they ran their sets very
well,” said Nicodemo about the Mounties.
“But we were prepared and were able to
execute the game plan. We said we were
gonna pack it in and if they were gonna
hit some shots from the outside we
would be OK as long as they’re contested
because they really have an inside game?”

Greeley managed to open up an
18-point cushion when Karr, a senior
who ended up with 10 points, connected
on a leaner from left of the key with 4:17
remaining in the third quarter. But the
Mounties closed the period with back-
to-back 3-pointers from Anthony Grant-
Johnson and Jimmie Warren to close
within 37-26 heading to the final quarter.

A pair of free throws by Block, followed
by Gecajs old-fashioned 3-point play,
capped a 7-2 Quaker burst at the start of
the fourth quarter that rebuilt a 16-point
advantage with 4:13 left on the clock.
But the Mounties weren’t quite done,
answering immediately with a 9-2 run
and moving to within 46-37 on two Will
Krebs free throws with 2:01 to go.

That was as close as they would get,
though, as Greeley sealed the outcome

Greeley senior guard Ryan Sullivan sets up the
Quaker offense in the sectional quarterfinals.

The Quakers’ Greg Karr shoots the ball in the first
half of Friday night's sectional playoff game vs.
Suffern.

by scoring the game’s next nine points,
seven of them from the free-throw line.
The only bucket, a Melis finger roll in
the lane with 1:14 remaining, gave the
Quakers a 12-point cushion and all but
assured they would soon be making the
drive down to White Plains to meet top-
seeded Mt. Vernon in the semifinals.
“You know, I pictured this and how
it would feel, and I know a lot of the
players did too,” said Nicodemo. “It felt

Horace Greeley’s Brandon Gecaj drives the left
baseline in the first half of Friday evening’s home
playoff game vs. Suffern.

Greeley sophomore Chris Melis takes the ball to
the basket as a trio of Suffern Mounties try to
stop him during Friday’s Class AA playoff game.

just like we imagined it and I could not
be happier for these kids that they get to
experience this in our first year, all of us
together.

“At the beginning of the season, we
wrote down goals for this team,” he
added. “The first thing was to beat Fox
Lane. We did that. The second thing was
to win the league. We did that. The third
thing was to get a high seed in sectionals.
We were able to do that. And the fourth
thing was make it to the County Center.
And we're able to check that off now.
Now the last thing is to hopefully play
well enough where we can make a run,
try to win the whole thing?”

But is beating the mighty Knights
on the County Center floor asking too
much of his players?

“I say it over and over, answered
Nicodemo. “If this team plays up to their
potential, they can beat any team they
step on the court with?”

Horace Greeley head coach Felix Nicodemo
directs his Quakers in the second half of Friday
night's playoff win.
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Briarcliff’s Big Third Quarter Stops the Eagles

By Danny Lopriore

Stifled and challenged by an
underdog Dobbs Ferry team in the
first half, the Briarcliff girls’ basketball
team outscored the visiting Eagles by 13
points in the third quarter to pull out a
70-57 victory in the quarterfinals of the
Section 1, Class B tournament.

The second-seeded Bears (20-1)
advanced to the Westchester County
Center once again and are set to meet
No. 3 Putnam Valley in the semifinals.

Dobbs Ferry, the No. 7 seed, finished
its season at 12-10.

Looking like a team with spring fever
on an unusually warm 70-degree winter
day, the Bears seemed unsettled from
the start of the game, missing scoring
chances while letting the Eagles slip
through their defense. Briarcliff led 18-
16 after one quarter, but trailed 33-32 at
halftime.

“I felt the whole first half we were a
little too hyped and we couldn’t breathe,”
Bears coach Don Hamlin said. “I spent
all halftime telling them to just breathe.
You can get too tight and things just get
tougher. We didn’t defend at all in the
first half. We got it going in the third
quarter and we got it done...moving
on”

The Bears emerged from their
halftime locker room as if they knew
a trip to the County Center was in

Kacey Hamlin scored 14 points in the quarterfinal
win over Dobbs Ferry.

jeopardy. Junior Maddie Plank scored
eight points, including two 3-pointers,
Alana Lombardi added seven and Kacey
Hamlin another five in Briarcliff’s 24-
11 third-quarter run that resulted in a
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Briarcliff junior guard Maddie Plank finished with
a game-high 15 points in last week's playoff win.

56-44 lead.
Plank, who earlier last week
committed to attend Princeton

University in the fall of 2019, finished
with a game-high 15 points and Hamlin
added 14. But it was freshman Jordan
Smith who made the difference on both

BEAR BLAST

ends of the court by controlling the
boards. Smith grabbed 14 rebounds and
added eight points while playing strong
defense inside.

“Jordan was amazing today, Hamlin
said. “She’s a freshman and she helped
us so much. You really have to defend
our top three players, so if Jordan just
does what she does, adds defense and
rebounding, we're really good.”

Dobbs Ferry, led by freshman Kayla
Halverson with 13 points, junior
Camryn McCarty (11) and freshman
Julia Schwabe (10), played tough
defense and battled the Bears up and
down the court to stay in the game. The
Eagles played the Bears even again in
the fourth quarter and pulled to within
61-54 before Plank scored seven points
in the final five minutes to seal the win.

Hamlin said the first half struggle
may have been the result of his team
looking to their star player to carry the
load early.

“We did a bad job of looking to
Maddie too much in the first half,” he
said. “They were focused on her and
we stood around and watched Maddie
play, too. Once we started moving off
the ball, we did a much better job. Give
Dobbs Ferry credit for making us work.”

Lombardi finished with eight points,
Julia Dalessandro scored six and Julia
Barbalato added five for the winners.

Briarcliff basketball fans cheer on their team duringMonday night’s Section 1, Class B semifinal victory over Irvington at the Westchester County Center.
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Valhalla Cruises Past the Broncos in a Clas

By Andy Jacobs

Valhallas Sam Morillo had already
just about done it all for the Vikings last
Wednesday afternoon when she decided
there was one more task she could
handle.

So with just over two minutes left in
the Section One, Class B quarterfinal
game against visiting Bronxville, Morillo
jogged the length of the court to retrieve
a towel from the Vikings’ bench in order
to dry a wet spot along the baseline.

“That was the fastest I've seen her
run,” Valhalla head coach Stephen Boyer
would say, jokingly, a bit later. “T was like,
‘Where are you going? Don’t go off the
court! I didn’t know what she was doing.
But she’s the captain and the leader of
our team.”

Morillo, the Vikings dominating
senior center, finished with a game-
high 29 points as fourth-seeded Valhalla
eased past the fifth-seeded Broncos 54-
38 to earn a berth in the tournament
semifinals at the Westchester County
Center once again.

“It’s been a great three-year run,” said
Boyer. “This is our third year in a row
and obviously the competition increases
once you get to the County Center. But
its a hard fight to get to the County
Center. We can say most teams haven’t
been there. We were there three years in
arow.

Before she helped dry the court,
Morillo was wreaking havoc on the
Broncos at both ends of the floor. She
scored five baskets in the fourth quarter
during a 12-6 run as Valhalla turned a
seemingly precarious 38-28 lead into
a 16-point cushion with two and a half
minutes left on the clock.

“The bottom line is we got the ball into
Sam with her not getting double-teamed
as much and she made a couple baskets
inside there,” said Boyer. “We executed
our sideline plays, got the ball into Sam
one on one and she finished”

Morillo had three buckets in each of

Valhalla senior Jenna Lynch dribbles near the top
of the key in the fourth quarter of the quarterfinal
playoff win vs. Bronxville.
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Valhalla senior center Sam Morillo powers her
way to the basket in the second half of last
Wednesday's playoff win over Bronxville.

the first two quarters and Valhalla built
a 21-15 advantage at halftime. Five
quick points from Sierra Lockhart, on
a left-elbow 3-pointer and a fast-break
layup, enabled the Vikings to open up a
double-digit lead with 6:44 remaining in
the third quarter. A 17-foot jumper by
Shannon Brosnan stretched the margin
to 30-17 exactly halfway through the
period.

Bronxville narrowed its deficit to 35-28
after a 3-point shot from eighth-grader
Kiki Tormey with 1:20 to go in the third
quarter. But Valhalla sophomore guard
Shelby Sekinski provided a free throw 14

Shannon Brosnan lines up a shot from beyond
the 3-point arc in Valhalla’s home playoff win last
Wednesday.

The Vikings’ Sierra Lockhart drives along the right
baseline in last week’s quarterfinal win over the
Broncos.

seconds later and then added a short toss
in the lane with 44 seconds left that gave
the Vikings a 10-point lead heading to
the fourth quarter.

Morillo wound up scoring 10 of
the Vikings’ first 12 points of the final
period. Lockhart, who finished with 12
points, supplied the other two on a pair
of free throws with 5:12 left. The last
of the Morillo baskets, on a feed from
McKenzie Flaherty, opened up a 50-34
advantage. The only intrigue after that
came when Bronco senior Ashley Kaye
stepped to the foul line with just 2:20
remaining and scored the 1000th point
of her varsity career.

By then, the Vikings had long since
taken command, so the impromptu
ceremony honoring Kaye that briefly
delayed the contest had no impact on the
outcome.

Vikings head coach Stephen Boyer tries to settle
his players down in the second half of last week’s
playoff win over Bronxville.

s B Quarterfinal

Valhalla Shelby Sekinski dribbles past Bronxville’s
Allie Berkery in the Vikings' 54-38 Class B
quarterfinal playoff victory.

“Its fortunate it didnt come to
that” said Boyer. “But it's a great
accomplishment by Ashley. Credit goes
to her. She’s had a great career and
Bronxville’s had a great four years with
her on the court. She got herself a ball to
take home. She’ll always remember this
moment.”

Had it not been for a furious second-
half comeback by the Vikings in the
opening round of the playoffs, Kaye’s
milestone would have come against
Westlake on her own home floor. Valhalla
found itself trailing the torrid-shooting
Wildcats 37-21 at halftime six days
earlier before turning the game around
with a big second half and advancing
with a 63-58 victory.

Morillo finished up with 34 points,
accumulating 17 of them in the
fourth quarter when the Vikings were
outscoring the Wildcats 24-11. Lockhart
had 13 ofher 19 points after intermission.
Westlake connected on eight of its 11
3-point tries in the opening half, much
to the dismay of Boyer.

“They shot almost 90 percent as a
team,” he said. “Give them credit. They
came out firing, which we knew they
would. At halftime, we just made a
little adjustment. I think our girls came
out and played a little harder and shots
started to not go in for them. Sam just
kind of took over the whole second half.
We clawed our way back. We had our
first lead with a minute left in the game.”

That comeback, and the rout of
Bronxville, now gives the Vikings a
chance to see if the third time can be the
charm at the County Center.

“They know what theyre walking
into,” said Boyer of his now-experienced
players. “But were not just here to
compete. We've done that for two years.
Let’s go win, and there’s no pressure
on us. Let’s just go play and enjoy the
experience. And it WILL be a great
experience.”
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To Place a Classified Ad
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds

Classified Ad Deadline
is Thursdays at 5pm for the

classifieds @theexaminernews.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings,
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture,
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL
AARON AT 914-654-1683

>*COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP
PRICES PAID!™* 35 years experience;
honest and reliable! Call 914-432-7835,
or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com, or text:
917-699-2496.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SAVE YOUR MARRIAGE TODAY- Buy
the Only Expertis step-by-step guide on
How You can Save Your Marriage from
divorce and collapse. Visit www.savingev-
erymarriage.com for more information.

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL

LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You
And Your Family May Be Entitled To Sig-
nificant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073
for Information. No Risk. No Money Out
Of Pocket.

AUCTIONS

CHEMUNG COUNTY Tax Foreclosed
Real Estate Auction: 100+ Lots. Wednes-
day, March 28, 2018. Registration:
7:00AM - Auction Start: 9:00AM. Holi-
day Inn Elmira-Riverview, 760 E. Water
Street, Elmira, NY 14901 Pre-Auction
Bidder Seminar: Thursday, March 15,
2018, at 6:00PM. For complete informa-
tion, visit www.auctionsinternational.com
or call 800-536-1401, Ext. 110

AUTO DONATIONS

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes,
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

FARMING

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a FREE
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

FOR SALE:

2015 GMC 2500 SAVANNAH VAN.
Under 14K miles! Excellent condition,
White, RWD, 8 cylinder, Auto, A/C,
power windows and central locking, AM/
FM radio. 284 ft of cargo space. Highway

legal. $22,000 neg. Serious inquiries only.
914 525 4962 If no answer please leave
message.

Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $179 Now $75
Beautiful, Nursery Grown.
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited
Supplyl ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367
www.lowcosttreefarm.com

GOLD /SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICES$ PAID - Visit West-
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver,
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches,
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HEALTH

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere.
No tanks to refill. No deliveries.
Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-730-7811

HEALTH & FITNESS

ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H.
Guaranteed, no prescription necessary.
Call 877-635-6052.

HELP WANTED

HHAS WANTED Osborn Home Care
located in Rye, NY is looking for certified
Home Health Aides & Companions for
our growing agency throughout NY & CT
Contact us today at 914-925-8225.

AUTO/TRUCK MECHANIC WANT-
ED. Weekdays only. Call or apply in
person at 100 Locust Avenue, Cortlandt
Manor, NY. (914) 737-6492

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for
free information 866-296-7094

EXPERIENCED DIRECTV & DISH
NETWORK TECHS NEEDED. Tools
and truck required, training available. Ex-
cellent pay! 888-313-8504

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Help your local economy and save mon-

NOW HIRING]
Tuition Assistance - Jobs - Training

NATIONAL(GUARD ===
1-800-G0-GUARD » NATIONALGUARD.com

ey with Solar Power! Solar Power has a
strong Return on Investment, Free Main-
tenance, Free Quote. Simple Reliable En-
ergy with No Out of Pocket Costs. Call
now! 800-678-0569

HOME SERVICES

Call Empire Today to schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-800-496-3180

LAND FOR SALE

FARM ESTATE SELL-OFF! 28 ac -
$46,900 Stream, pond, stonewalls, great
hunting! Near major upstate NY lakes!
888-479-3394  NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

LENDER ORDERED SALE! 20 ac -
$39,900 Pond, stream, woods, wildlife. 6
miles from Cooperstown, NY! Twn rd,
utils. Terms avail. 888-644-0366 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

LAND WANTED

SEEKING LARGE ACREAGE. Serious
cash buyer seeks large acreage 200 acres
and up in the Central/Finger Lakes/
So. Tier & Catskills Regions of NY State.
Brokers welcome. For prompt, courteous,
confidential response, call 607-353-8068
or email Info@NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KRK-
NY, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on
02/05/2016. Office Location: Westchester
County. SSNY designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to 88 Pi-
etro DR, Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose:
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAYA-
B, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on
02/05/2016. Office Location: Westchester
County. SSNY designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against may be
served. SSNY shall mail process to 88 Pi-
etro DR, Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose:
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GOFF
U, LLC Art. of Org. filed with Sec. of State
01/04/2018. Off. loc.in Westchester CO.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to 90 Mile Square
Road, Yonkers, NY 10701 PURPOSE:
Any lawful business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF APPLE
HILL CONSULTING LLC ART. OF
ORG. Filed with the Secretary of State of
NY (SSNY) on 11/15/17. Office of West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: Dwight McLeod,
60 Labelle Road, Mount Vernon, NY

next week’s publication
10552. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CHET-
TLE LABS, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on October 17th, 2017. Of-
fice in Westchester Country. SSNY has
been designated as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: 91 Grove St,
Mount Kisco, NY 10549. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF OHR
NEW YORK LLC. Arts of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 11/21/17.
Ofc. loc.: Westchester Cnty. SSNY design.
agt. upon whom process may be served &
shall mail copy of process against LLC to:
United Corporate Services, Inc 10 Bank
St #560, White Plains, NY 10606. Pur-
pose: any lawful act

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A&]J
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVIC-
ES LLC Arts of Org. filed with NY Secy
of State (SSNY) on 12/19/17. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY is desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 2 Gedney Esplanade, White
Plains NY 10605. Purpose: any lawful
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIM-
PLY SPEAKING LEP, LLC. Arts of
Org. filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY)
on 1/10/18. Office location: Westchester
County. SSNY is designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process to:
611D Larchmont Acres East, Larch-
mont, NY 10538. Purpose: any lawful
activity.

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF
CRYPTO CAPITAL MANAGEMENT
LLC. Authority filed with NY Secy of State
(SSNY) on 2/2/18. Office location: West-
chester County. LLC formed in Delaware
(DE) on 1/5/18. SSNY is designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro-
cess to: 14 Kensington Rd, Ardsley, NY
10502. DE address of LLC: 919 North
Market Street, Suite 950, Wilmington,
DE 19801. Cert. of Formation filed with
DE Secy of State, 401 Federal St, Ste 4,
Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: any lawful
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PETE’S
MEATS, LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on (1/5/2018). Location:
(Westchester). SSNY designated as agent
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to: (United States
Corporation Agents INC 7014 13th
Avenue suite 202 Brooklyn NY 11228).
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

continued on next page
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NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF
CRYPTO CAPITAL PARTNERS LP.
Authority filed with NY Secy of State
(SSNY) on 2/2/18. Office location: West-
chester County. LP formed in Delaware
(DE) on 1/5/18. SSNY is designated as
agent of LP upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to:
14 Kensington Rd, Ardsley, NY 10502. DE
address of LP: 919 North Market Street,
Suite 950, Wilmington, DE 19801. List
of names and addresses of all general
partners available from SSNY. Cert. of
Limited Partnership filed with DE Secy
of State, 401 Federal St, Ste 4, Dover, DE
19901. Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION OF AU-
THORITY OF DIVERSITY MAR-
KETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
LLC, a foreign limited liability company
(LLC), Application of Authority led with
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY)
on 7/1/2008. LLC organized in NJ on
10/12/2006. NY office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process
to: 256 Columbia Turnpike, North Tower,
Suite 108 A, Florham Park, NJ 07932. Of-
fice address in jurisdiction of organiza-
tion: 256 Columbia Turnpike, North Tow-
er, Suite 108A, Florham Park, NJ 07932.
Copy of Articles of Organiza- tion on file

with Secretary of State of NJ, 225 West
State Street - 2nd Floor Tren- ton, NJ
08625-0307 Purpose of LLC: Any lawful
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ART
BOYKOFEF, LLC filed with SSNY on
1/25/2018 located in Westchester County.
United States Corporation Agents, Inc.
designated as agent of LLC. Process may
be served against LLC to above agent lo-
cated at 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202,
Brooklyn, New York 11228. Purpose:
Recreational art instructor

FORMATION OF BROOKMONT
MANAGEMENT, LLC filed with the
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 2/9/18.
Office loc: Westchester County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be served. The ad-
dress SSNY shall mail process to Penny
Jackson, 45 Winchester Oval, New Ro-
chelle, NY 10805. Purpose: Any lawful
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW
LOOK DEVELOPERS, LLC filed with
SSNY on 1/17/18. Office loc: Westchester
County. SSNY designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail process to:
20 Van Buren Pl, White Plains,
NY 10603. Purpose: Buying and
renovation of homes.

.L-‘-.'.—_' =3 1]

To purchase a digital file, email us at
photos@theexaminernews.com.

Just include the name of the student athlete

featured in the picture or pictures you’re

interested in buying, the Tuesday publication

date in which the image or images appeared

and the page number or numbers.

Photos are $25 each.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF DEN-
NIS J. CAMPAGNA, ARBITRATOR,
LLC Art. of Org. filed with Sec. of State
01/16/18. Oft. loc.in Westchester CO.
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to Dennis ] Cam-
pagna, 50 Main Street, Suite 1000, White
Plains, NY 10606-1900 PURPOSE: Any
lawful business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE
LAW & MEDIATION OFFICES OF
LORI GREENE, PLLC. Arts of Org filed
with SSNY 1/5/18. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent
of PLLC upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to
Law & Mediation Offices of Lori Greene,
PLLC, 75 S. Broadway, Suite 400, White
Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: any lawful act
or activity.

MEDICAL/ HEALTH/ PERSONAL

Medicare doesn’t cover all of your medi-
cal expenses. A Medicare Supplemental
Plan can help cover costs that Medicare
does not. Get a free quote today by calling
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-730-9940

MISCELLANEOUS

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-567-

0404 Ext.300N

DISH Network-Satellite Televi-
sion Services. Now Over 190 chan-
nels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 2-year price
guarantee. FREE Installation. FREE
Streaming. More reliable than Cable.
Add Internet for $14.95 a month. 1-800-
943-0838

Dealing with water damage requires im-
mediate action. Local professionals that
respond immediately. Nationwide and
24/7. No Mold Calls 1-800-760-1845

Do you have chronic knee or back pain?
If you have insurance, you may qualify for
the perfect brace at little to no cost. Get
yours today! 1-800-510-3338

REAL ESTATE

Lake Memphremagog Home: 4BR,
3,397SE, Gourmet Kitchen, Master
Suite, 5+ Acres, Lake Frontage & Dock-
age, Newport, VT. Foreclosure Auction:
03/23/18 @ 11AM. THCAuction.com ¥
800-634-7653

WANTED TO BUY

Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S.
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes,
complete estates. Highest prices paid.
Call 914-260-8

ExamiBlast

Visit TheExaminerNews.com

to subscribe to
Examiner Media’s
FREE, daily e-mail newsletter

Get the latest headlines now

Putting the
PERSONAL
back in training.

1 Hour Evaluation

FREE

637 Commerce Street
Thornwood, NY 10594
914.495.3441

WILL POWER
. ONE-ON-ONE TRAINING .
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Fox Lane’s Grippi Caps a Spectacular Career

By Tony Pinciaro

Matt Grippi grew up on a wrestling
mat, so it was inevitable that the Fox Lane
senior would follow the family sport.

Prior to joining the varsity wrestling
team in seventh grade, Grippi was a
regular, matside, filming the matches of
older brothers Joey, Peter and Tommy.

Once Grippi became a varsity wrestler,
he began authoring what would be a
phenomenal six-year high school career.

He culminated his Fox Lane career
with a runner-up finish in the New York
State Division I 152-weight class at the
Times-Union Center in Albany this past
weekend.

Teammate and classmate Johnny
Santos finished third in the 195-pound
weight class.

Grippi concluded his Fox Lane
career with an impressive and lengthy
resume, including 243 varsity wins, three
sectional titles, four state championship
appearances/place finishes. Grippi was a
three-time state finalist.

“I was watching my brothers wrestle my
entire life, so I was excited when I finally
got my opportunity to wrestle with them
and compete,” said the North Carolina
State-bound Grippi. “It helped me get to
the next level as they helped me a ton with
wrestling”

Joey, Peter and Tommy could still be
found supporting their younger brother,
especially during sectionals and the state
championships. They were in Albany
watching their younger brother wrestle in
his final state championship.

Grippi, the second seed, advanced to
the finals to face four-time state champion
and senior Jacori Teemer of Long Beach
(Section 8), who will attend Arizona State
and continue wrestling.

“I am a strong believer that everything
happens for a reason,” said Grippi, who
finished the season with a 55-3 record.
“Although I really wanted that state title,
the relationships that I've created and
built, and the amount of people that have
affected me and I have affected, I would
never change that for the world.

“I'm excited for what the future has
for me. 'm extremely excited for North
Carolina State. I'm given an amazing

Pleasantville’s Len Balducci took third place in the
state’s Division 2 106-pound class.

SOLOHd SA0JVI AQNY

Fox Lane’s Matt Grippi

opportunity and I'm ready to attack it”

Accomplishments aside, Grippi is
prouder of what the team accomplished
this season. Fox Lane won numerous
tournaments, including the Section 1
Dual-Meet and Section 1 Division I titles.

“This season was awesome for the
team,” Grippi said. “We accomplished
a ton and we have so much potential.
Although I won't be there, I expect them
to do the same next season”

Santos, who was seeded fourth, reached
the championship semifinals. After a loss
to the top seed, Santos bounced back to
win his final two high school matches.

Horace Greeley boasted three state
place finishers, the most among Section
1 schools.

Senior and Bucknell-bound Jacob
Ferreira was the Division I 182-pound
runner-up, falling to New Rochelles
Jake Logan in the final. Juniors Matthew
Schreiber (99 pounds) and Aaron Wolk
(160) placed fourth and fifth, respectively.
Overall, Horace Greeley finished seventh
in Division L.

Schreiber won his first match, but lost
in the quarterfinal round, thus sending
him to the wrestlebacks, where a loss
in the next match would eliminate him.
Schreiber registered two victories,
sending him into the third-place match.

Horace Greeley's Jacob Ferreira was the Division
1 state runner-up at 182 pounds.

Matt Grippi wound up with 243 varsity wins in his spectacular career wrestling for Fox Lane.

“My coaches just kept telling me to go
for the next best thing, which was third
place,” said Schreiber, who went 4-2 at
states and finished with a 46-12 record. “I
had been in this situation before. It was
my freshman year at sectionals so I knew
I could wrestle back if I just stayed calm
and relaxed”

Wolk was upset in the first round, which
made his journey to placing even tougher.
The junior reeled off three straight wins to
reach the placing round. Even though he
lost in the consolation semifinals, Wolk
responded with a pin in the fifth-place
match.

“It's tough to come back from a loss
at states, but I had to reset my goals and
remind myself to take the tournament
one match at a time,” said Wolk, who went
48-7 this season. “I knew I couldn’t dwell
on the loss because it would just hurt me,
so I focused on my next match.

“Picking up a win really helped restore
my confidence and I started wrestling
better, and smarter. At the end of the day,
a fifth-place finish wasn't what I came
there for, but it will help drive me for next
year”

Wolk and Schreiber will be back for
coaches Mike DeBellis and Anthony
Tortora and both are hoping for a return
trip to Albany.

“It was a really cool feeling to place at
states, after not even qualifying for the

Fox Lane’s Johnny Santos wound up taking third
place in Division 1's 195-pound class at the state
championships this past weekend in Albany.

tournament last year; Schreiber said.
“Even though I didn’t reach my end goal
of becoming a state champion, I feel I
wrestled a great tournament and can't
wait until next year. Jacob and Aaron also
wrestled a great tournament, and I can't
wait to see what Jacob accomplishes next
year at Bucknell”

Pleasantville sophomore Len Balducci
is now 2 for 2 at the state championships,
placing third in the Division II 106-pound
weight class. Last year, Balducci finished
fourth at 99 pounds.

Balducci, like last year, advanced to
the championship semifinals. Despite a
loss, he reflected on what he needed to
do, came back and dominated his two
opponents in the wrestleback semis and
final.

“I was nervous during the semis,” said
Balducci, who went 41-8 this season. “My
coaches gave me space to think and reflect
on how I could wrestle. I had to put the
semifinal match behind me and focus on
the next match.

“During the wrestlebacks, I was more
aggressive, opened up more and zeroed
in on being more aggressive than I was
during my semifinal. The results were
evident in two major decisions for me.”

Balducci outscored his two opponents,
22-1, in the wrestlebacks.

Balducci now owns bragging rights
over his father, Lenny, himself a sectional
champion for Irvington, with two titles
and two state-place finishes.

“That’s for sure;” said Balducci, laughing,
in regards to some good-natured ribbing
toward his dad about having more
sectional titles. “I wouldn’t be where I
am today without him, that’s for sure.
We will continue to have fun with it as he
continues to keep me focused on having
fun, working hard and enjoying it

For the second consecutive vyear,
Balducci’s uncle, Chris, himself a sectional
champion and state champion, made the
trip from North Carolina to Albany to
watch his nephew.
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Bobcats Ousted by Hendrlck Hudson in Overtlme

By Danny Lopriore

Byram Hills and Hendrick Hudson
were locked in a tug-of-war for four
quarters Friday night before the Sailors
prevailed in overtime 59-52 in the Section
1, Class A quarterfinals.

Hen Hud guard Dylan Fraser scored five
of his team’s nine points in the overtime
session, while the Sailors’ defense allowed
just three points to pull out the victory.

The fourth-seeded Sailors (18-4)
reached the Section 1 semifinals for the
first time since 1991 and the fifth-seeded
Bobcats finished their season with a
record of 16-6.

“When you have a team that is so
skilled, like Byram Hills, you have to stick
to your guns and buckle down,” Hen Hud
coach Jordan Hirsch said. “We don’t have
incredible schemes or funky zones. We
depend on the work we put in and do the
best we can to keep them from scoring. It
was a great high school game”

The teams exchanged the lead 12 times
through four quarters with Byram Hills
leading by as many as five in the first
quarter and trailing by only three points
just once until falling short in overtime.

Tied 49-49 after four quarters, the
Bobcats could manage just one 3-pointer
by Willy Samsen in overtime. The Sailors
made six of eight free throws in the extra
session to seal the win.

Kyle James led the Sailors with 21 points,
12 of them coming in the second quarter
alone. James’ nephew, Mekhi Gray, added
12 points and 10 rebounds, including two
big offensive boards in the overtime to
maintain important possessions. Austin

Fraser added 10 points for Hen Hud.

“If we need a bucket, we go to (Kyle),”
Gray said. “We know no one can really
guard him. We talk about the rebound
game. Every single rebound is ours. If we
do that we can win. We've been dreaming
about this. We're going to the Big House
now.’

Skylar Sinon led all scorers with 23
points and carried the Bobcats’ offense
with 15 points in the second and third
quarters. Teammates Samsen and Ben
Leff added 13 and 11 points, respectively.
Samsen hit a field goal and a free throw
to tie the game at 47-47 and Leff made a
game-saving basket off a rebound with
4.7 seconds left to send the game into
overtime.

Byram Hills showed great ball
movement and stayed a step ahead of the
Sailors’ defense with Sinon hitting from
the perimeter, while Leff and Samsen
scored off screens and drives. Leff also
grabbed six rebounds and played tight
defense.

James said his game was all about
getting position inside, but that defense
won the game.

“My game is to get position and go to
the basket,” James said. “The guys all made
big defensive plays when we needed it.
Dylan, Mike, Austin, the defense worked
hard. This is a team that wanted to go far.
We have more to do”

Mike Fasolino scored just seven points
in the game, but his basket from 15 feet
out early in overtime gave Hen Hud a
52-49 lead. He followed later with a free
throw to make it 57-52. James hit a basket
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Byram Hills guard Skylar Sinon scored 23 points
in his final varsity game Friday night at Hendrick
Hudson.

on a spinning move inside and Fraser,
who finished with eight points, made two
free throws to seal the win.

“It was in the flow and I practice that
shot every day; Fasolino said. “My
teammates boost my confidence with that
shot and thank God it went in. But it has
been all about take care of each other and
take care of the ball. We are just pumped

SOLOHd Y3HOVTIVY Avd

The Bobcats’ Willy Samsen fires a shot from the
left baseline during Friday’s Class A quarterfinal
game against the Hen Hud Sailors.

to be playing in the County Center”

Hirsch said he was thrilled to see his
team reach the section’s Final Four.

“They impress me every day, he
said. “They have worked so hard to put
themselves in this spot, so it’s no surprise
they made the plays they did. They've
been together for a long time and I've
been fortunate to coach most of them
during that time. It's incredibly exciting
for the kids”

Westlake Loses to Putham
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Westlake's Frank Malandruccolo (20) and Tyler
Tsiakaros rise together trying to deny a path to
the rim in the Wildcats’ season-ending playoff
loss at Putnam Valley.

Valley in
Class B
Quarters

Westlake point guard Joseph Mazzariello drives
to the basket in the Wildcats' 54-44 playoff loss
to host Putnam Valley last Wednesday evening.
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Kacey Hamlin and the Bem’
Defeat Putnam Malley Mon
on the Cou r Hardwood
< to Move n a Game of a Title




