
By Martin Wilbur
Last week’s downgrade of Westchester’s 

financial ratings may not have come as 
a surprise to County Executive George 
Latimer but it doesn’t make the challenge of 
balancing the 2019 budget and rebuilding 
the county’s evaporating fund balance any 
easier.

On Nov. 27, it was announced that ratings 
agencies Standard & Poor’s and Fitch had 
adjusted the county’s long-established AAA 
rating to AA+ while Moody’s downgraded 
the county to AA1.

Following seven years of zero tax 
increases under former county executive 
Rob Astorino and the results of a state 
comptroller’s audit released in September 
showing Westchester was one of the most 
fiscally stressed governments in the state, 

By Martin Wilbur
Chappaqua Crossing developer 

Summit/Greenfield is expected to have 
a temporary left turn lane ready on the 
northbound side of Route 117 at Roaring 
Brook Road in time for next week’s 
opening of Whole Foods.

New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein said the town was informed 
last week that the anticipated right turn 
lane from southbound Route 117 onto 
Roaring Brook is being worked on and 
there will be a makeshift left lane in 
hopes of preventing large-scale backups 
as more drivers are expected to turn into 
the campus.

On Nov. 16, the Town Board and 
Planning Board met jointly with 
Summit/Greenfield representatives, 

issuing the developer an ultimatum 
that unless there is a place for vehicles 
to await the left turn, they risked the 
town could refuse to grant a Temporary 
Certificate of Occupancy in time for the 
supermarket’s Dec. 12 opening. 

“I think what they’re going to be doing 
is using more of the land to the right as 
you’re proceeding north,” Greenstein 
said. “They’re going to be using more of 
that shoulder, too.”

In addition to the turn lanes, 
Greenstein said the town will use its 
police officers to help direct traffic, 
particularly during peak hours. Summit/
Greenfield has agreed to reimburse the 
town the expense of using its officers, he 
said. 

“If we’re going to let them open 

By Neal Rentz
An issue that has been a longstanding 

problem in Mount Kisco may finally be 
addressed in the near future.

The Village Board is considering 
policy changes for stricter enforcement 
of the municipality’s building, fire and 
zoning codes to better protect the public.

“We want to clearly state that the 
village will not compromise safety 
especially when it comes to New York 
State building and fire codes,” said Mayor 
Gina Picinich. “It is important that we 
enforce our local zoning code.”

Over the years there has been repeated 
concern regarding some property owners 
who have violated the zoning code. For 
example, there have been landlords who 
own a three-family house in a zone that 
permits one-family residences, Picinich 
said. 

“Our Building Department will work 

with property owners to ensure they 
understand their path forward,” she said. 
“In most instances full remediation, 
including restoration to legal zoning, 
will be required.”

There would be few exceptions under 
a revised policy the mayor said. There 
are a limited number of properties that 
were purchased based on erroneous 
documentation. In those instances, the 
village may permit the non-conforming 
situation to continue until ownership 
changes. Once that property is sold, 
however, it would be required to comply 
with the zoning, Picinich said.

The Village Board has been working 
with Village Attorney Whitney Singleton 
and the Building Department during the 
past year to improve enforcement. 

Picinich said under the revised policy, 
a Certificate of Occupancy would be 
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County Executive George Latimer has his 
hands full after Westchester’s credit rating was 
downgraded last week and reserves are at about 
half  of  recommended levels.

ED ELLIOTT PHOTO
The Pleasantville Recreation Department, the Chamber of  Commerce and Pace University 
co-sponsored this year’s Christmas tree and menorah lighting at Tree Island in Pleasantville 
last Wednesday. There was hot chocolate served by members of  the Pleasantville High School 
Visions Club and carolers from Pleasantville Middle School who performed a variety of  seasonal 
songs.

Wonderful Time of Year
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before the final improvements are done, 
we’re going to make sure that we have 
mitigations in place,” Greenstein said.

With the opening of Whole Foods 
next Wednesday, town officials are 
expecting a surge in traffic to the 
campus, particularly with the holidays 
approaching. When DeCicco’s opened 
in Millwood two years ago, the volume 
of cars at the site increased markedly for 
several weeks. 

As of last week, Con Edison was 
expected to remove utility poles on 
Route 117 to complete the two turn 
lanes, he said. Also, the new traffic signal 
on Roaring Brook Road in the vicinity 
of the entrances to Chappaqua Crossing 
and Horace Greeley High School had not 
yet been turned on. While there is power 
to the site of the new signal, a meter had 
yet to be installed that would enable the 
traffic light to function, Greenstein said.

revoked if a property runs afoul of 
building, fire or zoning codes and are not 
corrected. 

Another proposed policy would 
be for properties with a pre-existing, 
non-conforming condition to obtain 
a variance from the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for future changes, she said. If 
that doesn’t occur, the village would take 
legal action, Picinich said.

Picinich said the trustees are 
considering an appeal process in which 
property owners challenging a ruling by 
the building inspector could go before 

the ZBA or initiate legal proceedings 
to overturn the decision. Challenges 
involving state code would have to be 
appealed through the state.

Tenants living in an illegal building 
will be given ample time to relocate. 

The board has been working for years 
to deal with safety issues, said Deputy 
Mayor Jean Farber.

“This is the sanest document we’ve 
come up with,” she said.

It is not known exactly how many 
illegal properties there are in Mount 
Kisco as there are ongoing inspections 
and reviews, Picinich said. During the 

past year the Building Department has 
stepped up enforcement, she said.

Trustee Karen Schleimer said she is 
concerned for the property owners who 
may have bought a multifamily house 
believing they had a valid Certificate of 
Occupancy based on wrong information. 
It would be unlikely those owners could 
ever sell their house for anywhere near 
the price they bought it for unless they 
spend an enormous sum for it to be code 
compliant.

As a real estate attorney, Schleimer 
said that when a title company provides 
her with a copy of the Certificate of 

Occupancy, she assumes it is valid.
“My comments do not apply to owners 

who make illegal alterations to their 
properties nor to situations where there 
is an issue as to safety,” Schleimer said. 
“Those must be corrected. My concern is 
only for the innocent purchaser who will 
have no remedy but suing the village, the 
realtor or their attorney.”

But Farber and Picinich said real estate 
agents go into building inspectors’ offices 
on a regular basis to ensure the legality of 
a Certificate of Occupancy.

continued from page 1
Eighteen high school basketball 

teams from Westchester and nearby 
counties will face off in the 20th 
annual Slam Dunk Tournament. 
The tournament is scheduled 
for Wednesday, Dec. 19 through 
Saturday, Dec. 22, at the County 
Center in White Plains. Games are 
scheduled for 4:30, 6:15 and 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 19 through Friday, 
Dec. 21. The schedule for Saturday, 

Dec. 22 is 11:15 a.m. and 1, 2:45, 4:30, 
6:15 and 8 p.m. The snow date is Dec. 
23.

Admission is $5 per day. Tickets 
can be purchased at the County 
Center box office. Parking is $10. 

A complete bracket of games 
and other info is available at 
www.countycenter.biz. For other 
information, contact the County 
Center at 914- 995-4050.

20th County Center Slam Dunk 
Tourney on Tap for Dec. 19-22

Mt. Kisco Weighs Policy Revisions to Bolster Code Enforcement
continued from page 1

Q: How can spinal cord stimulation help 
relieve chronic pain?    
A: Pain pathways travel in specific locations within the 
spinal cord. Based on knowledge that the spinal cord 
can, under certain conditions, turn off the pain signals, 
medical research has developed ways of influencing the 
transmission of pain impulses passing through it. 

Highly sophisticated computerized batteries have been 
developed that deliver individualized electrical impulses 
to the spinal cord. Today’s stimulator implant, which 
is similar to a pacemaker, can eliminate or significantly 
reduce chronic pain unresponsive to other approaches.

Q: Am I a good candidate for spinal 
cord stimulation? 
A: Do you have structural problems, such as a 
herniated disc? Or, perhaps you’ve undergone several 
spine surgeries. Most patients referred for spinal 
cord stimulation are managed by a chronic pain 
specialist. They’ve probably tried a host of medicines, 
including narcotics, but over time, their pain has 
become increasingly resistant to medications. Many 
have undergone physical therapy treatments, 
weight reduction programs and a variety of 

alternative medicine treatments such as acupuncture. 
Understandably, these people are desperate. They come 
to me to see if this will work for them. 

Q: If I’ve been approved for the treatment, 
what’s next?  
A: Guided by x-ray, an electrode is placed in your spinal 
canal. You’ll be brought into a state of light sedation 
in order to provide feedback as to placement. Once the 
electrode is in the area of pain, the patient is sent home 
to monitor its effect. If pain is reduced by 50 percent 
or more, you’re considered a candidate for permanent 
placement of a simulator. 

Q: What are the outcomes of this procedure?   
A: The permanent procedure takes about an hour and 
usually involves an overnight hospital stay. Post-surgery, 
the stimulator is individually programmed, and over the 
course of several visits with me, it is increasingly fine-
tuned to provide the greatest pain reduction. Patients 
have different responses, with most people enjoying pain 
relief. For some, the implant eliminates virtually all pain. 
In others, pain is reduced by 50 percent. For a minority, 
the procedure is a failure. The battery life in today’s 
implants remains effective for about ten years.

Spinal Cord Stimulation
Pain Relief When All Else Fails...

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
(914) 666-1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
Alain C. J. de Lotbinière, MD
Medical Director, 
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Co-Medical Director, 
Gamma Knife Center
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about 
Dr. de Lotbinière, visit
nwhradiosurgery.org/
drdelotbiniere

Turn Lanes Expected for Whole Foods 
Opening at Chap Crossing
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CALIFORNIA MERLOT SALE

SAUVIGNON BLANC SALE

BLACK BOX
• MALBEC
• PINOT GRIGIO
• CABERNET SAUVIGNON
• SAUVIGNON BLANC
• CHARDONNAY ALL 3 LTR

$1999

$1199
50.7 oz.

YELLOW TAIL
SHIRAZ

CHARDONNAY 50.7 oz.

$1099

JACK DANIELS’
$4799

1.75 LTR.

JIM BEAM
MAKERS 

MARK

$2999
$4999

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

• CHARDONNAY
• MERLOT
• CABERNET
   SAUVIGNON

$599
BERINGER
CALIFORNIA COLLECTION

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

DODD’S CABERNET SAUVIGNON SALE

CALIFORNIA PINOT NOIR SALE

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT ITEMS. AVAILABLE WHILE THEY LAST. SALE ENDS IN ONE MONTH. ALL 750ml UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. IN EVENT OF TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LISTED PRICES WILL PREVAIL. IN ORDER TO KEEP OUR SALE PRICES SUPER LOW, CASH AND CARRY ON ALL SALE ITEMS.

$3299
1.75 LTR.

DEWAR’S SCOTCH or 
Johnnie Walker Red

JOHNNIE 
WALKER BLACK
CHIVAS 
REGALOR

LARGE SIZE GIN SALE!
• FLEISCHMANN’S......................... 15.99
• GORDON’S ................................... 19.99
• BEEFEATER ................................. 35.99
• TANQUERAY ............................... 39.99
• BOMBAY SAPPHIRE ................... 39.99

ALL 1.75 LT

MALT SCOTCH SALE

Johnnie 
Walker Blue 750 ML

• LAPHROAIG Select ..................39.99
• GLENMORANGIE .....................39.99
• MACALLAN...............................59.99
• GLENLIVET LTR .........................59.99
• TALISKER  10Year Old ..............................59.99
• LAGAVULIN ..............................69.99

Svedka
VODKA
Belvedere
VODKA

$1999
1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

Finlandia
VODKA
Smirnoff
VODKA

$2799

$2099
1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

DODD’S STANDARD BRAND SALE

LOUIS JADOT
• BEAUJOLAIS
   VILLAGES ............. .9.99
• MACON BLANC .. 10.99

$1999

MARK
WEST

$899 CASTLE
ROCK

$799 PINOT
PROJECT

$1099

699$4

1.75 LTR.999$6

NEW LOW PRICE!!

CANADIAN CLUB
$2399

1.75 LTR.

HOLIDAY ZINFANDEL SALE

APOTHIC
RED

$899

GREY 
GOOSE

ABSOLUT 
VODKA

KETEL ONE 
VODKA

STOLICHNAYA
VODKA

$4999

$2799

$3999

$2999

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

SPANISH RED WINES RATED 90+ 

DODD’S CALIFORNIA CHARDONNAY SALE

DODD’S CONNOISSEUR’S WINE SELECTION

Your 
Choice!

$999
ST. FRANCIS.........10.99  J. LOHR..........11.99  RODNEY STRONG..........11.99  SIMI........12.99
BUTTER......13.99  LA CREMA “Monterey” ...15.99 SONOMA CUTRER ....23.99 FLOWERS ......39.99
NEWTON Un� ltered Rated 93 RP..................39.99 GRGICH HILLS............29.99 KISTLER..................69.99

• ALVAREZ TOLEDO MENCIA ROBLE 2013 Rated 90 WE .................
• SA RA DA Seleccion Garnacha 2009 Rated 90 WA ..........................
• SABOR REAL Joven 2008 Rated 90 WA ...........................................  
• LA TRIBU 2010 Garnacha, Syrah, Monastrell Rated 90 WA ...........
• CASTANO MONASTRELL 2016 Rated 90 WA ..................................  
• LAGAR DE ROBLA Mencia 2012 Rated 91 WS .................................
• ANGOSTO Tinto Malbec, Garnacha 2009 Rated 91 WA ..................
• AL GAIREN 2015 Rated 90 WA .........................................................  
• ALTOS DeLa HOYA 2015  Rated 90 WA ............................................  
• CIMS DEL MONTSANT 2010 Rated 90 WA .......................................
• FLAVIUM SELECCION MENCIA 2011 Rated 90 WE ........................
• DON AURELIO TEMPRANILLO CRIANZA 2014 Rated 92 WE ............

Your Choice!

$799
Your Choice!

$999SAMPLE
CASE PRICE$105.88

   MEIOMI 
Pinot 
Noir ........17.99

• 2013 ODDERO BAROLO 
Wine Advocate says “Beautifully delicate and nuance expression of nebbiolo” 
Rated 93.....................................................................................Was $49.99
• 2015 BASTIDE MIRAFLORS Syrah & Old Vine Grenache
Wine Advocate says “Almost too good to be true” Rated 94 .......Was $16.99

•BABICH Sauvignon Blanc
•KRIS Pinot Grigio 099$1

YOUR CHOICE

DODD’S FREE 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

Too busy at work? Too busy with the kids? We at Dodd’s understand your busy 
life. Dodd’s delivery service offers customized shopping brought directly to 
your door. Call us today to place your orders 914-762-5511

KENDALL 
JACKSON
10.99

• BOGLE ...............................................8.99
• VILLA MARIA Rated 90 WS ...............9.99
• BABICH Great Price ...........................10.99
• KIM CRAWFORD ....................................12.99

• Robert Mondavi .........25.99
• Jordan ........................54.99
• Stag’s Leap .................54.99
• Caymus Rated 94 WA ......89.99
• Opus 1 .................INQUIRE

• BLACKSTONE ................................................ 8.99
• BOGLE ............................................................ 7.99
• COLUMBIA CREST “Grand Estate” ............. 8.99
• CLOS DU BOIS ............................................. 12.99
• KENDALL JACKSON .................................. 15.99
• DUCKHORN ................................................. 44.99

CORDIAL SALE
ALL 750 MLYOUR CHOICE $799Cline •Ravenswood

Dancing Bull
• Seghesio 2015 Rated 90 WS ................................19.99
• Ridge “Three Valleys”   ..................................27.99
• Ridge Geyserville Rated 95 WA ..........................36.99

230 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD•MILLWOOD
MILLWOOD SHOPPING CENTER Off Taconic Pky

   LIQUOR CITY • 762-5511
              www.doddswineshop.com

• KAHLUA ...................................20.99
• BAILEYS IRISH CREAM .......................23.99
• AMARETTO DI SARONNO ......24.99
• SAMBUCA ROMANA ................25.99

GEORGE DUBOEUF 
2018 BEAUJOLAIS NOUVEAU $9.99

OPEN 
SUNDAYS 

12-5

DODD’S POPULAR WINE BRAND SALE

DODD’S SPECIAL WINE BUYS

$3999

$1299

• J. Lohr ......................... 15.99
• Franciscan ........17.99
• Benziger ...................... 17.99
• Kendall Jackson ......... 17.99
• Simi ............................. 18.99

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$16999

•MEZZACORONA PINOT GRIGIO 50.7 oz. ................................................................................11.99
• ROBERT MONDAVI WOODBRIDGE CHARD OR CAB 50.7 oz                                    11.99
• BAREFOOT ( Chardonnay, Cabernet, Pinot Grigio) 50.7 oz Large Size. ..........................11.99
• BOLLA ( Soave, Valpolicella, Bardolino) 50.7 oz Large Size. ....................................................11.99
• RUFFINO CHIANTI  50.7 oz Large Size......12.99    750 ml.....7.99 
•HARVEY’S CREAM SHERRY.....13.99  DRY SACK..........14.99  LILLET................17.99
• ZONIN MONTEPULCIANO 1.5 lt.............8.99   LINDEMAN’S CHARD 750 ml..... 5.59
•LINDEMAN’S CHARDONNAY, MERLOT, SHIRAZ 1.5 LT .....................................................9.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate Per Case$18

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate Per Case$18

CUSTOMIZED ORDERS: If you don’t see it 
and want it, we will special order for you.

VISIT OUR EXTENSIVE LIQUOR SELECTION: Over 63 
Bourbons, 21 Ryes, 54 Malt Scotches and 34 Tequilas.

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate 

Per Case

$30

• Columbia Crest ............... 8.99
• Ravenswood ................... 8.99
• Clos Du Bois                     9.99
• Estancia                            9.99
• Cannonball ....................10.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In
Rebate Per Case

$24
Mfr.’s Mail-In
Rebate Per Case

$30

• CLOS DU BOIS 
• TOASTED HEAD 
• ESTANCIA
• CH. ST. JEAN or HESS
• MERIDIAN 
• COLUMBIA CREST “Grand Estate”
• CHATEAU ST. MICHELLE

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate Per Case$30

$24Mfr.’s Mail-
In Rebate 
Per Case

Mfr.’s 
Mail-In 
Rebate 
Per Box

$4

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE

• EXCELSIOR Cabernet Sauvignon ...............6.99
• 14 HANDS Cabernet Sauvignon ..................7.99
• LOS VASCOS Cabernet Sauvignon .............8.99
• RELAX RIESLING ........................................8.99
• OYSTER BAY Sauvignon Blanc .................10.99
• CANNONBALL Cabernet Sauvignon ........10.99
• PINE RIDGE Chenin/Viognier Rated 90 WA .10.99
• HAHN Cabernet Sauvignon......................11.99

• GUIGAL Cotes Du Rhone ...................................11.99
• FERRARI CARANO Fume Blanc Rated 90 WA ......11.99
• KIM CRAWFORD Sauvignon Blanc ...................12.99
• LAYER CAKE Your Choice! Shiraz or Malbec ...12.99
• ZACCAGNINI Montepulciano D’Abruzzo .........13.99
• BUTTER Chardonnay .........................................13.99
• DECOY “Duckhorn” Cabernet Sauvignon ........17.99
• CLOUDY BAY Sauvignon Blanc Rated 93 WS ........25.99

Svedka
VODKA

$1999 Finlandia

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE
OPEN 

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE

DODD’S CHAMPAGNE SALE

•KORBEL BRUT .................................................................................................................................11.99
• COOK’S Brut.......................7.99   FREIXENET Cordon Negro..........................9.99   CINZANO  .........................8.99
• HENKELL TROCKEN..........8.99  MARTINI & ROSSI  Asti Spumante.........12.99  PIPER SONOMA Brut........16.99
• CHANDON Brut....................15.99  PIPER HEIDSIECK Brut....................34.99  MOET Imperial.....................39.99
• PERRIER JOUET...........39.99  LOUIS ROEDERER.......39.99  MUMM.........39.99  TAITTINGER................39.99
•VEUVE CLIQUOT Brut “Yellow Label”.............................................................................41.99
  DOM PERIGNON  Brut....................................149.99 LOUIS ROEDERER “Cristal”...........................................199.99

HIGHLY RATED ITALIAN WINES
• ANTINORI SANTA CRISTINA ...................................... 7.99
• MONTE ANTICO 2012 Rated 92 Suckling ............................................................. 9.99
• ANTINORI TOSCANA ROSSO ........................................................................ 15.99
• SAN FELICE “IL GRIGIO” CHIANTI CLASSICO 2014 RISERVA Rated 91 WA .. 19.99
• LA LECCIAIA BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO 2012 Rated 92 WS ............................. 39.99
• RUFFINO RISERVA DUCALE CHIANTI ..................................................... 19.99
• RUFFINO RISERVA DUCALE Gold Label ................................................... 29.99
• ANTINORI TIGNANELLO 2014 Rated 93 WA ................................................. 89.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate 
Per Case

$24

2016 
San Felice 

Chianti Classico
Rated 94 WS

2006
Ch. Simard 

St. Emillion

$1399 $1999

MATUA SAUVIGNON BLANC
$10.99

• HAHN Cabernet Sauvignon......................11.99 • CLOUDY BAY Sauvignon Blanc 
MATUA SAUVIGNON BLANC SANTA MARINA PINOT GRIGIO

$9.99 50.7 oz
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immediate action was needed. Earlier in the 
year the county rating was still AAA but a 
negative outlook was assigned.

In an interview with The Examiner last 
Friday, Latimer said his goal over the next 
three years is to restore the fund balance 
from its current projected $70 million at the 
end of 2018 to the more than $140 million 
that would return it to the desired 8 percent 
of the operating budget. He also hopes to 
restore the AAA rating by the end of his 
term.

“The basis for doing that is to show the 
ratings agencies that we have a commitment 
to steady revenue, that we move away from 
one-shots and bonding for certain uses and 
that we have a stable fiscal management 
team,” Latimer said. 

Latimer has proposed a 2 percent tax 
increase that will account for $11 million 
of the $71 million budget gap. He said 
other potential revenues for 2019 would 
be if the state legalizes sales tax on Internet 
purchases, a move that could raise about $6 
million for Westchester; hope that the state 
legalizes sports betting and/or the use of 
recreational marijuana that would net an 
undetermined amount of money; mulling 
an increase in sales tax from the current 
7.375 percent (of which 4 percent is state 
sales tax); and impose new fees for Airbnb 
and surcharges for Uber and Lyft.

More than $8 million will be bonded 

to pay for anticipated tax certioraris. A 
temporary hiring freeze has also been 
proposed that will leave an increasing 
number of vacancies as some workers retire 
during 2019.

He said options are limited but using 
fund balance is off the table. Any additional 
revenues would be placed toward rebuilding 
the reserve fund. 

“The opportunity to do things are mostly 
over time because we didn’t get from AAA 
to AA1 in a year,” Latimer said. “It took a 
number of years of a consistent policy, 
which is what the bond rating agencies were 
concerned about.”

The potential for the most controversy 
is the proposed transfer of the County 
Center parking lot to Westchester’s Local 
Development Corporation (LDC), yielding 
the county a projected $22 million, not 
including the loss of about $2.5 million in 
annual parking revenues. Some legislators 
and critics have compared the proposed 
move as a one-shot revenue source similar 
to Astorino’s aborted Westchester County 
Airport privatization plan, while others are 
concerned about the loss of parkland.

A series of approvals would need to be 
obtained for the transfer, but Latimer said 
that no action would be taken before July 1 
to give the county time to see what the state 
legislature does regarding fresh revenue 
streams.

“If we can get additional revenue from 

any one of those sources, then we don’t need 
to do the deal,” Latimer explained. “We can 
take that off the table. I’m very comfortable 
about saying that the deal itself has been 
compared to the airport deal and it’s not like 
the airport deal.”

First, there will be no change in use, 
Latimer said. The lot will continue to be 
where vehicles are parked. It will also 
remain in Westchester’s domain. As a result, 
there is the potential it could be leased back 
to the county at some point, he said.

One critic, however, Board of Legislators 
Minority Leader John Testa (R-Peekskill), 
said that the airport deal and Playland 
were examples of smart public-private 
partnerships that would have provided the 
county with the necessary money to stave 
off a credit downgrade.

“For the past year I have urged the county 
executive and my Democrat colleagues on 
the Board of Legislators to avoid future credit 
downgrades by embracing smart, ongoing 
revenue sources like private partnerships at 
the County Airport, Playland and the North 
60 biotech development,” Testa said. These 
are important projects that have apparently 
been scrapped in favor of one-shots like 
selling off a parking lot in parkland.”

Another veteran legislator, Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers), who was 
noncommittal on the parking lot transfer, 
said the credit downgrade came as a result 
of Astorino’s unwillingness to agree to 

even 1 percent tax increases, a roughly $37 
annual bump for the average household.

“But he refused to do it and now we’re 
paying the piper,” Kaplowitz said. “Our 
reserves are well below the percentages we 
should have. The AAA rating has gone away 
and the ratings agencies have finally woken 
up to what’s happening.”

Despite the financial storm clouds, 
Latimer said he is confident that the 
legislature and Gov. Andrew Cuomo will 
approve some new revenues in 2019. 
Latimer also said that while the days of 
no tax increases are gone, he pledged that 
future budgets will be tax cap compliant.

Cost certainties are also in place through 
2021 with the recent settling of the CSEA 
contract.

As the Board of Legislators works on the 
budget this week with a tentative adoption 
set for next Monday, Dec. 10, Latimer said 
sound fiscal approaches, rather than a 
political ideology, will bring Westchester 
back to full fiscal health.

“We gave them a budget that is balanced, 
we gave them a budget that does not go into 
fund balance, we gave them a budget that 
does not slash and burn the staff, we gave 
them a budget that gives them a 2 percent 
property tax increase,” he said.

The final public hearing on the 2019 
budget is scheduled for this Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. at the County Building in White 
Plains.

Latimer Searches for Revenues Navigating First County Budget
continued from page 1

(914) 232-3570
Route 100 Somers

(Between IBM & Pepsico •1 1/2 miles
north of Rt. 35 Junction)

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 8-6

Prices in Effect 
until Dec. 24

Christmas Trees
Fraiser Fir • Norway Spruce • Alberta Spruce

Poinsettias
(4 1/2’ - 10” Pot)

All Colors $5.95 & up

Fresh Wreaths 20”  
(Handmade on Premises)

Plain ........................................... $20
Decorated ................................. $35

Katonah Nursery, Inc.

Fresh White 
Pine Roping 

Available

968 Broadway Thornwood 
(ShopRite/CVS Shopping Center) 914 741-1920

WE BUY
GOLD, PLATINUM, DIAMONDS

SILVER, WATCHES & SILVERWARE

968 Broadway Thornwood 

SILVER, WATCHES & SILVERWARE

A Perfect Piece for Every Occasion

 Experience = Success 

Sharon Foley
NYS Lic Real Estate Salesperson
ERA Insite Realty Services
370 Manville Rd., Pleasantville
Offi ce:  914-769-2222
Cell:  914-649-1157
E-Mail:Sharon.Foley@ERA.com

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home.
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with 20 years of experience and success 

in Real Estate, and now with the power and tools of ERA behind me, 
I will be happy to answer all your questions.

Please Contact Sharon Foley (née Tompkins)
 And remember - my time is your time. 
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By Erin Maher
The Bedford Board of Education 

revealed a proposed policy last week 
with guidelines to determine next year’s 
placement for Dual Language Bilingual 
Education (DLBE) and traditional 
classroom students from Mount Kisco 
Elementary School.

In an effort to address arguments 
that the traditional classroom students 
were not receiving an equitable 
educational experience, trustees asked 
the administration to devise a School 
of Choice policy. The policy’s first 
draft was crafted by Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Christopher Manno and 
other administrators.

Under the current guidelines, parents 
of Mount Kisco Elementary School 
students who will enter grades 1-5 next 
year must decide whether to join or 
opt out of the DLBE program before 
March. A more concrete deadline for 
making a decision is currently under 
consideration by the administration. 

Students who are enrolled in the 
DLBE program will attend Mount Kisco 
Elementary and will continue in the 
program through fifth grade, the draft 
policy states.

Should the number of students who 
opt out of the program be able to fill 
two traditional classes, the students will 
stay at Mount Kisco. However, should 
the number of children who opt out 
fail to fill two classes, they would be 
rezoned to attend one of the district’s 
four other elementary schools. The 
school they would be rezoned to would 
be determined by district officials based 
upon “the consideration of logistical, 
operational, space, class size guidelines, 
capacity needs and requirements,” 
according to the policy. All rezoned 
students will be provided busing.

All students in each grade who are 
not part of the DLBE program would 
attend the same elementary school 
through fifth grade. Students from 
different grades may be sent to different 
elementary schools. Siblings may attend 
the same elementary school upon 

request.  
In addition to rezoning students, the 

policy would offer the DLBE program at 
Mount Kisco to students in the district’s 
other elementary schools, depending on 
available space and interest. A lottery 
system may be applied to determine 
which students are included. Busing 
will also be provided for these students.

Students can withdraw anytime from 
the DLBE program and would attend 
the elementary school that their grade 
was assigned.

The draft policy will be discussed at 
the board’s Policy Committee meeting 

this week. Potential adoption of the 
policy is scheduled for the Board of 
Education’s Dec. 12 meeting. 

School of Choice is an attempt to 
rectify ongoing complaints from Mount 
Kisco Elementary School parents 
regarding inequities between the DLBE 
and traditional classrooms. Since 2015, 
Mount Kisco Elementary, which has a 
large number of students from Spanish 
speaking families, has offered parents 
of children in grades 1-5 the choice of a 
single-language curriculum or to enroll 
in the DLBE program after their child 
finishes kindergarten.

Last December, the administration 

presented trustees with a strategy to 
create a more equitable experience by 
including a School of Choice option for 
parents who decide against enrolling 
their child in the DLBE program. 
Those children would have been sent to 
West Patent Elementary School for the 
traditional class.

After that plan was scuttled following 
intense opposition, school officials 
decided to offer integrated classroom 
time for traditional class students. 
However, parents of those students have 
contended that the integration plan has 
been inadequate.

Bedford Officials Unveil Preliminary School of Choice Policy
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By Martin Wilbur
North Castle’s longtime Receiver of 

Taxes Patricia Colombo will retire at the 
end of the year, ending 17 years of service 
in the post.

Last Wednesday evening, the Town 
Board unanimously but reluctantly 
approved her retirement effective Jan. 1.

Colombo, originally from the Bronx 
but whose was part of Byram Hills High 
School’s second graduating class in 
1969, has worked for the town for close 
to 30 years. She said she will miss the 
camaraderie and support in a community 

where most people still know each other.
“It’s like a family. It became my family,” 

Colombo said. “They were by my side 
when I lost my parents, when I lost my 
husband. It’s like the old towns, like years 
ago, where people really cared about each 
other. It hasn’t become such a metropolis-
type atmosphere.”

Although she is retiring from full-
time employment, residents and town 
employees will still see her around Town 
Hall. Colombo intends to work part-time 
or as a consultant for an undetermined 
period of time to train her successor and/

or help the town transition the Receiver of 
Taxes office into the Finance Department, 
said Supervisor Michael Schiliro.

Schiliro said there are likely to be 
changes in the future with how the office 
functions and how it interacts with the 
Finance Department.

Colombo was initially elected to the 
tax receiver’s position for the first time 
in November 2001 and was re-elected 
three times. In May 2017, North Castle 
scheduled a referendum vote that was 
approved by the public converted the 
position to an appointed post. 

Colombo informed town officials prior 
to that vote that she would likely be retiring 
within a couple of years, which was part 
of the reason for the proposition. Board 
members at the time also described the tax 
receiver’s job as more closely resembling a 
professional high-level administrative post 
and whose occupant should be appointed 
rather than elected.

The board appointed Colomobo to 
the position for 2018 after her last term 
expired.

Board members praised her 
professionalism and how she effectively 
interacted with the public.

“Thank you for all the years you put in 
here,” said Councilman Stephen D’Angelo.

North Castle Tax Receiver Colombo to Retire at Year’s End

New Castle to Launch Discover Chappaqua Site Next Year North Castle Receiver of  Taxes Patricia Colombo

Armonk 
Vision CAre

Experience the benefit of a Doctor 
owned practice.

Quality eyecare and personal attention are our focus at 
Armonk Vision Care. We are a family optometry practice 
that prides itself on the individual care and attention we 
provide all of our patients. Your entire family is welcome 

at Armonk Vision Care.

Elide Plaza
111 Bedford Road
Armonk, NY 10504

office@armonkvisioncare.com

Hours:
Tue, Thu, Fri

10:00 am - 5:30 pm
Wed 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Sat 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

 Please give us a call to schedule an appointment:
Phone: 914 273 4264 • Fax: 914 273 4265
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optometric practice.
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community for over 
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We offer an extensive line of designer 
frames including sunwear and childrens.

2 Byram Brook Place
Armonk, NY 10504

office@armonkvisioncare.com
www.armonkvisioncare.com
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Community for over 
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MODERATELY
PRICED, OR 
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TO FIND WHAT
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AFTER ALL, WE’VE
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FOR A WHILE.

8A South Moger Avenue, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 • (914) 241-2232

Join us for our  Join us for our  holiday season!

AT LIMITED

By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Town Board agreed 

last week to appropriate funds for a new 
website in about six months promoting 
downtown Chappaqua that will coincide 
with the anticipated completion of the 
infrastructure and streetscape project.

Officials agreed to spend up to $6,626 
for the Discover Chappaqua website 
that will highlight the shops, restaurants 
and activities in the hamlet in hopes of 
enticing people to visit the downtown 
once the work is complete.

“It’s going to hopefully be a website 
that’s going to promote why this is a great 
town to live, to work and to play and 
to promote all the great things that we 

have here in town and really use it,” said 
Supervisor Robert Greenstein.

It is expected that the town and the 
Chappaqua-Millwood Chamber of 
Commerce will work together to provide 
the content for the site.

While the town is laying out the money, 
the funds are part of the negotiated $1.5 
million payment the town received from 
Chappaqua Crossing developer Summit/
Greenfield that will be used toward 
improving downtown Chappaqua, said 
Councilwoman Ivy Pool. The money was 
derived to help mitigate the effects that 
the mixed-use development, particularly 
the retail component, at the old Reader’s 
Digest campus would have on the 

downtown.
Town officials are planning on holding 

a ribbon-cutting ceremony or another 
type of celebration sometime next spring 
or early summer once the downtown 
work is completed, Greenstein said. 

Most of the infrastructure work, 
including new gas mains, drainage and 
sewers, has been completed in time for 
the winter. There will be new sidewalks 
and curbing installed, some of which has 
already been done, along with new lights, 
trash receptacles and benches downtown. 

There will also be installation of the 
new traffic signal at the intersection of 
King Street and South Greeley Avenue.
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By Martin Wilbur
Residents concerned about the 

increasing presence of coyotes in the local 
area should follow a few common-sense 
precautions to protect themselves, their 
families and pets and peacefully co-exist 
with the wild dogs.

That was the message from Chris Nagy, 
a wildlife biologist and director of research 
at the Mianus River Gorge, during an 
hour-long presentation at Pleasantville’s 
Clinton Street Center last Thursday 
evening. It was the second public forum 
scheduled by the village this fall featuring 
a coyote behavior expert to ease residents’ 
fears following repeated sightings in 
Pleasantville in recent months.

Nagy said coyotes overwhelmingly look 
to stay far away from humans. 

“They have to be taught bad behavior,” 
Nagy said. “There’s no reason why a 
30-pound animal is going to approach a 
150-pound animal that walks with two 
legs, makes lots of noise and yells all 
the time unless they are taught that that 
might be a good idea.”

Coyotes mate in February and the 
females give birth in April after a 60-
day gestation period, he said. For about 
the next three months the families raise 
their young pups in dens, which is when 
sightings typically increase. Nagy said 
the parents frequently search for food, 
and toward the latter part of that period, 

the offspring start exploring, becoming 
increasingly independent.

Should anyone encounter a den, the 
most aggressive coyote behavior would 
likely be a stare-down from the adult, he 
said. The most common place to come 
across a den in this area is walking in the 
woods. If necessary, particularly if anyone 
is walking a dog in the woods and a den 
is seen, Nagy said you should walk in the 
other direction.

If the dens are too close to human 

activity, chances are the coyotes will 
move, he added.

Nagy said protecting pets takes routine 
vigilance. Dogs should be walked on 
leashes, and if a homeowner lets their 
dog or cat out into the backyard, that area 
should be fenced. In nearly all cases, that 
is sufficient to protect pets, he said. It is 
rare for coyotes to jump a fence or burrow 
underneath it to enter a yard.

“There are tons of things out there that 
will kill your cat if you let it be an outdoor 
cat,” he said. “It can get parasites, diseases, 
whatever, so even if coyotes aren’t in the 
picture, the argument that we have to do 
something about coyotes because my cat 
can’t go out or (I can’t) let my dog run 
around is not really a valid argument 
because you shouldn’t do that, period.”

Residents must also properly dispose 
of trash and prevent food scraps from 
attracting various wildlife, including 
coyotes. Bird feeders generally do not 
have to be taken down unless there is 
evidence that coyotes are attracted to the 
seeds.

Nagy said coyote sightings in 
Westchester, particularly in the northern 
part of the county, are normal and should 
not cause alarm.

“One of the things I want to stress 
today is seeing coyotes ought not to be 
the problem,” he said. “It’s not bad to see 
coyotes just like it’s not bad to see deer or 

a squirrel or something. They live here, 
they’re a regulated species in New York 
State.”

Earlier this fall there had been multiple 
coyote sightings so the village contracted 
to set traps in the area of Choate Lane 
and Weskora Avenue, said Village 
Administrator Eric Morrissey. Cameras 
were also mounted in that area and in the 
vicinity of Parkway Field, he said. 

The trapper was able to capture a large 
male coyote about a month ago and there 
were sightings of another large male, 
which may have been responsible for 
some menacing behavior. But activity has 
ceased, Morrissey said.

“Over the past three or four weeks we 
haven’t really seen much so last week they 
have taken the cameras away and we do 
have the police department tracking any 
sightings that they receive, and in the 
spring when there’s more interaction, or 
we anticipate more interaction, we will 
take action as needed,” Morrissey said.

Nagy said coyotes are here to stay. 
While removal of a problem coyote can 
be warranted, that should be a last resort.

“That’s why broad-scale removal of 
coyotes from a town is impossible,” he 
said. “Even when you have 20 to 30 
coyotes in the city, I don’t think it would 
be possible but in Westchester it’s not 
happening.”

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Wildlife biologist Chris Nagy reviews steps all 
residents should take to peacefully co-exist with 
coyotes at a forum in Pleasantville last week.

Common-Sense Precautions Discussed at P’ville Coyote Forum
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Holiday Guests 
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Buy a New 
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ON SALE - 50% OFF!
J H Crane & Son

128 Main St.• Mount Kisco
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that enables your dog 
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rooseveltvet.com 
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Mount Pleasant’s Levy, Tax Increase 
Just Under 2% in $52.7M Budget
By Neal Rentz

Mount Pleasant’s $52.7 million 
preliminary budget for 2019 features a 
levy that is just under the tax cap and 
would increase the tax rate by 1.97 
percent.

Total spending would jump nearly 
$1.5 million over the current year’s 
budget. The proposed tax levy increase is 
projected at 1.99 percent, about $28,000 
below the tax cap. 

For a typical Mount Pleasant 
homeowner, the 1.97 percent tax rate 
increase equates to about a $33 hike for 
next year.

No residents spoke during the first of 
two public hearings last Tuesday evening 
at Town Hall.

Town officials anticipate using 
$1,250,000 of excess revenue anticipated 
at the end of the year to balance the 
budget without tapping into reserves. 
Mount Pleasant’s fund balance is 
projected to be a strong $18.9 million at 
the close of this year, roughly 36 percent 
of the 2019 budget, Supervisor Carl 
Fulgenzi said. It is considered adequate 
to meet future unseen expenses and ease 
the taxpayers’ burden.

Town Comptroller Brian Kenneally 
said the key goal for the town was to 
adhere to the tax cap.

Contractual labor increases of 2 to 
3 percent, an anticipated 7 percent 
increase in health benefit expenses, 
equipment replacement needs and 
debt service account for much of the 
spending increase. Contractual costs 
and unfunded mandates, which typically 
increase at least 3 percent annually, 
make it difficult for the town to meet 
its obligations with a 2 percent tax cap, 
Fulgenzi said. 

The preliminary budget includes 
five new positions: two highway road 
maintenance workers, an assistant civil 
engineer, a recreation attendant and a 
police dispatcher. 

At the Nov. 27 Town Board meeting, 
Police Chief Paul Oliva said hiring a 
civilian dispatcher would allow police 
officers who have manned the dispatch 
desk to be used on patrol. 

“It’s definitely a better use of resources,” 
Oliva said. 

He said 42 police officers are working 
for the department, though town 
officials have authorized 46 officers. Last 
week, the board voted unanimously to 
authorize conditional employment offers 
to two new officers. 

The second public hearing on next 
year’s budget is scheduled for Tuesday, 
Dec. 11 at 8 p.m. at Town Hall.

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Kisco Village Board made 

a variety of changes to what will likely 
be included in the Comprehensive Plan’s 
Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS) that is expected to be voted on 
this month.

For more than four hours the board 
discussed the Comprehensive Plan at its 
Nov. 26 work session with its consultants, 
changing language based on residents’ 
comments at the recent series of public 
hearings. The hearing was closed  
on Nov. 5.

Simon Kates, a senior associate for BFJ 
Planning, the firm retained by the village 
to assist with the Comprehensive Plan 
update, said the proposed FEIS will be 
provided to the board by Dec. 13 for its 
review prior to a likely vote at its Dec. 
17 meeting. The FEIS is expected to be 
about 40 pages.

Mayor Gina Picinich said that the 
Village Board has 60 days from the close 
of the comment period to accept the 
FEIS. 

One proposed change is to allow 
townhouses on Radio Circle as long 
as the zoning requirements for front 
and rear yards are provided, said BFJ 
Principal Frank Fish.

Trustees also agreed to reduce the 
payment in lieu of parking fee from the 
current $25,000 per parking space to 

$12,000 a space for developers who fail 
to provide the required parking in the 
proposed overlay zone downtown. The 
$25,000 per space fee is much higher 
than what other local municipalities 
charge, Fish said.

The board also agreed to allow for 
indoor storage of vehicles on Radio 
Circle, including garages, which would 
be a new permitted use in the area. 

Trustee Karen Schleimer said she 
agreed with the concept of allowing 
construction of townhouses on Radio 
Circle. Schleimer supported the move 
after the board agreed with her proposal 

to prohibit the outdoor storage of 
vehicles to prevent operations such as 
car dealerships to move to Radio Circle.

Trustee Peter Grunthal said 
environmental protections that have 

been raised by the village’s Conservation 
Advisory Council (CAC) should be 
incorporated into the plan. Many of the 
CAC’s comments have been included, 
Fish responded.

Deputy Mayor Jean Farber agreed 
with the CAC that strategies to reduce 
carbon emissions should be included. 
For example, the plan should state that 
the village wants to encourage greater 
use of clean energy sources.

Another change was the board reaching 
consensus to include a statement that 
the village would advocate with local 
organizations for pre-K education 
programs. 

“This is something needed in the 
community,” Picinich said. 

There is no date when the Village 
Board may vote to adopt the revised 
Comprehensive Plan, although officials 
have targeted January for a possible vote.

Mt. Kisco Officials Revise Comp Plan Language, to Vote on FEIS

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The Mount Kisco Village Board and consultants from BFJ Planning discussed the Comprehensive Plan 
update at the board’s Nov. 26 work session. 

Chappaqua Orchestra to Hold Holiday 
Benefit Concert This Saturday
By Martin Wilbur

If you’re looking for something 
different to do this Saturday night out 
and also want to support a valuable local 
cultural resource, there’s an evening of 
good music, food, drink and company to 
be had.

The Chappaqua Orchestra, the oldest 
orchestra in Westchester County, will 
be holding its annual holiday benefit 
concert this weekend at Mount Kisco 
Country Club. The evening will be 
filled with seasonal music performed 
by Concert Master Uli Speth and Julian 
Langford, the orchestra’s cello section 
leader. 

All money raised from the event will 
to help fund The Chappaqua Orchestra’s 
programming as it celebrates its 60th 
season.

“Hopefully, the community in general 
will want to come out to support the 
group,” said Executive Director David 
Restivo. “Like I said before, it’s the 
oldest orchestra in the county and we 
find it’s important to the town and the 
community at large. We do quality work, 
for sure, and people should hear these 
two guys.”

Speth has performed alongside well-
known soloists and members of the 
Hagen, Pro Arte, Cavaliere and Ying 
quartets and the Orpheus Orchestra. 
His recent solo performances of concerti 
by Bach, Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, 
Mendelssohn and Vaughan Williams 
and recitals have earned him praise from 
multiple music critics. 

Langford is a winner of National 
Public Radio’s From the Top and has 
performed with famed cellist Yo-Yo Ma. 

Not only will guests get to listen to 
these top two professionals, but local 

student performers are also included 
in the program, Restivo said. There’s a 
talented string quartet that will perform 
from Horace Greeley High School and 
Restivo’s daughter, Lily, also a student 
at the high school, will sing Broadway 
tunes.

Guests will enjoy hot hors d’oeuvres 
and cheese and wine along with the 
music. There will also be a fun and 
surprising raffle. 

The 60th season for The Chappaqua 
Orchestra is also a season of transition. 
Restivo said the orchestra has been 
in the midst of its search for a new 
permanent conductor. This fall there 
were 92 applicants to take over the 
baton from former conductor and music 
director Michael Shapiro, who left this 
summer after 16 years to pursue other 
opportunities. 

Restivo said that one of the hurdles the 
orchestra is looking to overcome is there 
are likely local residents who would 
enjoy the many highly accomplished 
musicians who are part of The Chappaqua 
Orchestra. However, because of its local 
name the performers may not receive the 
attention the deserve.

“I think people look at the Chappaqua 
Orchestra and sometimes think because 
of its name is a community group and 
not necessarily professional, and it is,” 
Restivo said.

This Saturday’s benefit concert will 
take place between 7 and 10 p.m. Tickets 
are $100 each. For tickets, visit www.
tcobenfit2019.brownpapertickets.com. 
To learn more about the orchestra, visit 
www.chappaquaorchestra.org.

The Mount Kisco Country Club is 
located at 10 Taylor Rd. in Mount Kisco.
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By Anna Young
The Pleasantville Village Board is 

exploring a plan to sell or donate village 
property to the developer of a proposed 
mixed-use proposal to allow for the 
project to be built.

Approval for the sale or donation of 
three small parcels near the proposed 
development site at 70 Memorial Plaza 
will be needed from the Village Board. 
Developer Pleasantville Lofts LLC is 
looking to acquire the land, a portion 
of which would serve as a pedestrian 
pathway connecting Memorial Plaza and 
Cooley Street.  

“The intent is the developer wants 
to open up this space to bridge the gap 
behind Key Food to create a wide-open 
space for pedestrians,” said Building 
Inspector Robert Hughes.

Village Administrator Eric Morrissey 
informed trustees during the Village 
Board’s Nov. 26 work session that the 
parcels are being appraised. However, 
before the board can transfer the property, 

the Planning Commission must grant the 
project site plan approval.

“Those small parcels don’t have much 
value. It would be for public access and 
for the greater good,” Morrissey said. 
“Whenever you consider donating land 
you want to have an appraisal done to 
verify it doesn’t hold much value.”

Plans for the vacant 32,000-square-foot 
property located next to the post office 
include an 82-unit apartment complex 
and 7,691 square feet of first-floor retail 
space. 

The plans also call for a three-level 
underground parking garage with 137 
spaces to be used by the visitors to the 
retail establishments and by the residents 
renting the seven studio apartments, 38 
one-bedroom, 33 two-bedroom and four 
three-bedroom apartments.

Village officials are also currently 
negotiating with Pleasantville Lofts LLC 
to establish shared parking with the 
village. 

In a separate but related action, the 

board will also need to reconfigure an 
overlay district that doesn’t align with the 
property line. 

A small portion of the proposed four-
story building would be outside the 
district, so some of the development’s 
retail spaces would have different 
regulations than other commercial 
establishments.

Morrissey said the overlay district 

extends beyond 70 Memorial Plaza and 
stretches onto the property on Bedford 
Road that currently houses Playa Bowl 
and the former Photo Works storefront 
that will soon be home to a chicken eatery. 

“The property doesn’t line up,” Hughes 
said. “We’d make it a clean line and have 
the overlay district extend the full line 
instead of re-subdividing it. The thought 
is to have it lined up.”

Developer Eyes Three Village Parcels for Memorial Plaza Project

Come Support Our Local Children’s Hospitals 
During This Giving Season!

Now Through December 21, 2018 
Please Bring New, 

Unopened Toys To Our Funeral Home 
From 9:00 - 5:00 Everyday.  

These Donations Will Then Be Distrubuted 
To Maria Fareri And 

Blythedale’s Childrens Hospital’s.

PLEASANT 
MANOR’S 

2ND ANNUAL

Family Owned & Supervised • Patrick J. McNulty Sr. • Patrick T. McNulty • Patrick J. McNulty Jr. • Daniel J. McNulty

Pleasant Manor 
Funeral Home, Inc.

575 Columbus Avenue, Thornwood, NY 10594
914 - 747 - 1821

www.pleasantmanorfh.com

Paying a 
Visit

State Sen. Shelley Mayer, 
right, recently visited the 
residents of The Bristal 
Assisted Living in Armonk. 
Mayer, whose Senate district 
includes Armonk, spoke with 
residents on state issues 
affecting seniors. Pictured 
with Mayer is Samantha 
Krieger, executive director at 
The Bristal.
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North Castle Police Department

Nov. 22: A Hallock Place resident 
reported at 12:23 a.m. that her 50-year-
old husband came home after having 
been out drinking with friends and was 
passed out and moaning on the floor. 
The call was transferred to 60 Control. 
The party was transported to Northern 
Westchester Hospital.

Nov. 22: Report of criminal trespass 
on Washington Avenue at 8:24 a.m. A 
complainant reported that an intoxicated 
Hispanic female wearing a silver coat is 
walking around on her property and 
attempted to walk into her home. The 
responding officers stated that they 

placed the individual under arrest 
for criminal trespassing. A witness 
deposition was filed. 

Nov. 25: A Quartz Ledge resident 
reported at 11:59 a.m. that he left 
his vehicle unlocked overnight. This 
morning his wife advised him that the 
vehicle was rummaged through. The 
responding officer secured a witness 
deposition.

Nov. 28: A caller on Cox Avenue 
reported at 7:37 a.m. that cars are passing 
stopped school buses as her children are 
getting onto the bus. The caller stated 
that it happens multiple times each week. 
The information was forwarded to the 
patrol units.

Police Blotter

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Obituaries
Joseph Dooley

Joseph D. Dooley Sr., a lifelong 
Pleasantville resident, died Nov. 29. 

He was 92.
Born on May 8, 1926, he was son of 

the late Thomas and Jeanette Dooley. 
He is predeceased by his beloved 
wife, Carroll Dooley, nee Costanzo. A 
graduate of Pleasantville High School, 
Dooley voluntarily enlisted in the Navy, 
causing him to miss his own graduation 
ceremony. He proudly served two tours 
of active service in the United States 
Navy, 1944 to 1946 and 1950 to 1952. 

Dooley retired from the United States 
Postal Service after 38 years of service, 
serving last as the superintendent of 
postal operations in Pleasantville. 

Dooley is survived by his daughter, 
Barbara (Greg Hurd), of Manhasset, 
N.Y. and his two sons, Joseph Jr. (Helene 
Murtha) of Eastchester and Dennis of 
Pleasantville. One of Dooley’s most 
cherished roles was that of grandfather. 
He leaves behind his four grandchildren, 
Matthew and Christopher Hurd and 
Brian and Caroline Dooley. 

Visitation was on Dec. 2 from 4 to 
8 p.m. at the Beecher Flooks Funeral 
Home in Pleasantville. A Mass of 
Christian Burial took place on Dec. 3 at 
Holy Innocents Church in Pleasantville. 

Memorial donations may be made 
to Pets for Vets, Inc., P.O. Box 10860, 
Wilmington N.C. 28404 or by visiting 
www.petsforvets.com.

Joseph Dooley

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com
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Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs
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Mildred Ackerly
Mildred “Millie” Ackerly, of Brookfield, 

Conn. and formerly of Pleasantville, died 
unexpectedly Nov. 30 at home. 

She was 77.
Ackerly was born June 16, 1941, in 

Ossining. She was the beloved wife of 
Wes for 57 years; loving mother of Dawn 
Escoda and son-in-law Gary of Sandy 
Hook, Carol Haims and son-in-law 
Rob of Yorktown Heights and Matthew 
Ackerly and daughter-in-law Tara of 
Brookfield, Conn.; proud grandmother of 
Nicole, Courtney, Tyler, Ryan, Alexandra, 
Shannon and Matthew; faithful sister to 
Edward Orser of North Charleston, S.C.; 
and aunt to many nieces and nephews, 
who survive her. Her loving and devoted 
dog will miss her dearly.

Her parents, Kenneth Orville and 
Mildred Ruth Orser, and her brother, 

Kenneth L. Orser, predeceased her.
Ackerly loved traveling, playing 

dominoes, doing puzzles and most of 
all, she loved spending time with her 
family. She was a devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister and friend. She was 
her grandchildren’s biggest fan. She was 
always there to support and cheer them 
on.

She was retired from Todd Elementary 
School in Briarcliff Manor where she was 
a teacher’s aide for 18 years. She raised her 
family in Pleasantville.

She will be missed by all who knew her 
for her devotion, kindness and love.

Visiting hours will be on Tuesday, Dec. 4 
from 4 to 8 p.m. at Beecher Flooks Funeral 
Home in Pleasantville. The funeral service 
will be on Wednesday, Dec. 5 at noon at 
the Pleasantville Presbyterian Church.

Memorial donations may be sent to the 
American Cancer Society at www.cancer.
org.

A former New Castle police 
officer pleaded guilty last 
Wednesday to tampering with 
physical evidence in connection 
with a hit-and-run accident 
he was involved with in White 
Plains two years ago.

Raymond Beckley, 25, 
of Valhalla entered his plea 
before Westchester County 
Court Judge Larry Schwartz for 
seriously injuring two pedestrians, a man 
and a woman, on Hale Avenue at about 
10:30 p.m. on Nov. 13, 2016, while driving 
his Ford F350 pickup truck. 

Beckley sped away leaving the two 
victims in the street bleeding with head 
trauma and broken bones, according to 
the Westchester County district attorney’s 
office. Both victims were rushed to local 
hospitals.

After an extensive investigation by the 
White Plains Police Department and the 

district attorney’s Investigations 
Division Public Integrity Bureau 
over more than a year-and 
-a-half, Beckley was arrested 
on July 5 on the tampering 
with physical evidence charge. 
Police said that he knowingly 
concealed his truck by driving 
it out of New York State shortly 
after the incident while law 

enforcement authorities were 
attempting to locate the vehicle.

Beckley had resigned his position as 
a New Rochelle police officer earlier on 
the day of the crash, and then started his 
service for the Town of New Castle on 
Nov. 14, 2016, just hours after the crash, 
the district attorney’s office said. Beckley 
resigned from New Castle about two 
months later.

Sentencing was scheduled for Feb. 27, 
2019.

—Martin Wilbur

Raymond Beckley

Valhalla Man, a Former Cop, Pleads 
Guilty in Hit-and Run
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By Anna Young
Spirited debate erupted at the Croton 

Free Library last week during a raucous 
public forum addressing the possibility 
that New York State lawmakers will 
legalize recreational marijuana next year. 

With state officials weighing 
legalization, Assemblywoman Sandy 
Galef (D-Ossining) hosted a discussion 
last Thursday evening featuring a panel of 
experts on both sides of the issue. Galef 
said she organized the event to gather 
feedback from constituents before state 
lawmakers meet in January. 

“There’s a lot of states that are 
addressing this issue on recreational 
marijuana. Next year, I don’t know what 
we’re going to do,” Galef said. “There 
have been both successes and setbacks in 
terms of marijuana. As we get to the heart 
of the issues, is it right for New York and 
what needs to happen in order to make it 
work?”

Medical marijuana is legal in New York 
for patients who are certified by health 
care practitioners as having serious 
diseases and conditions, including cancer, 
AIDS, severe chronic pain and other 
ailments. Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who 
signed the Compassionate Care Act in 
2014 to legalize it for medical use, has said 
that the benefits of legalizing recreational 
marijuana outweigh the risks.

Recently, Cuomo concluded a series 

of listening sessions that offered advice 
on different legislative and regulatory 
approaches to legalization with a goal to 
draft a bill that lawmakers can consider in 
the upcoming 2019 session.

Throughout the two-hour forum, 
panelists with opposing views engaged 
in debate that riled the standing-
room-only audience at times leading 
to applause, profanities and shouting. 
Speakers addressed health impacts, safety 
components, criminal justice reform, 
lessons learned from other states and how 
to avoid repeating previous mistakes. 

Heather Trela, chief of staff and fellow at 
the Rockefeller Institute of Government, 
noted that while states such as Colorado 
and Massachusetts have seen an increase 
in marijuana sales benefitting state coffers, 
that bump in revenue isn’t sustainable. 
She said as additional dispensaries open 
throughout the states that have approved 
recreational marijuana, it will no longer 
be considered a luxury.

“This will eventually level out,” Trela 
said. “In Colorado, young people are 
smoking less marijuana even though 
it’s legal. It’s not rebellious anymore, it’s 
not such a big thing. This may level out 
supply-wise.”  

Kevin Sabet, president and CEO of 
Smart Approaches to Marijuana, agreed 
that the marijuana industry is out to make 
money. The profits for states are a “drop in 

the bucket” for their budgets and doesn’t 
account for the costs, he said. 

He also expressed concern that 
marijuana is being processed with higher 
levels of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), 
which makes the substance more potent.

“I do think legalization is reckless 
because I see it as an equivalent to 
essentially arming another addictive, 
powerful industry,” Sabet said. “I think 
we’ve learned our lessons with that and 
they haven’t been good lessons.”

Thomas Lee, past president of the 
Westchester Medical Society and 
Westchester Academy of Medicine, said 
medical professionals are concerned 
about legalization. States that have 
legalized marijuana have seen an uptick 
in emergency room visits and traffic 
fatalities, he said.

Sabet added that other states that have 
legalized marijuana failed to have the 
discussions that New York is currently 
having. He suggested state lawmakers 
move much slower on considering a law 
they could one day regret. 

Cristina Buccola, founder of Cristina 
Buccola Counsel and former general 
counsel to High Times magazine, 
asserted that there is no medical reason 
for a prohibition on cannabis. Buccola 
also cited the waste of more than 800,000 
arrests made during the past 40 years for 
low-level marijuana possession. 

She advised parents that the most 
responsible thing they can do for their 
children is to is stress that marijuana 
use is regulated and for adults only. 
Furthermore, cannabis retailers 
must require customers to present 
identification.

Buccola also said that minorities are 
unfairly targeted with low-level marijuana 
offenses.

“Prohibition didn’t start because of 
a medical reason, it started because of 
racism and it doesn’t work and it costs 
money,” Buccola said. “The safest way 
forward is legalization, is regulation. This 
is safer for kids, this is safer for consumers, 
this is safer for public health because then 
we can start having real conversations.”

Legalization of Recreational Marijuana Debated in Raucous Forum
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on the potential for legalization of  recreational 
marijuana.
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By Martin Wilbur
More than a decade ago, Dr. Samant 

Virk noticed that advances in technology 
were helping him and countless others 
with mundane tasks such as banking or 
shopping.

But when Virk, a practicing 
neurologist, would go to work, the tools 
that were helping millions of people 
like himself with routine matters in 
their personal lives were nowhere to be 
found to assist him, his patients or his 
colleagues. Most of Virk’s time was spent 
filling out forms, dealing with insurance 
companies and playing phone tag instead 
of helping patients.

Virk has sought to change that. A few 
years ago, he established MediSprout, 
a service he developed using a 
videoconferencing system called V2MD 
to conduct consultations and follow-up 
visits with patients rather than having 
them go through the trouble of the office 
visit. Instead of the time-consuming 
process of traveling, sitting in the waiting 
room or having the visit last longer than 
needed, the video connections could be 
as quick as five or 10 minutes long.

Doctors can also more quickly and 
easily answer a few questions patients 
may have rather than run the high 
risk of missing their calls and having 
trouble connecting when returning their 

message.
“I can eliminate these simple visits 

that they’re coming into my office for 
and wasting their day, and I’m taking 
up extra time out of my practice, and 
addressing them much more efficiently 
in follow-up care,” Virk said.

For the patient to connect with 
MediSprout’s service almost any type of 
computer or mobile device will work. 
The company, which has its office at 
New York Medical College in Valhalla, 
now works with doctors from about 25 
medical practices around the United 
States. Patients can sign up on the 
website, www.medisprout.com, and are 
charged $4 per videoconference. 

Of course, someone’s doctor also 
needs to be registered for the service in 
order for the patient to use it. Physicians 
and their medical groups can sign up on 
the website as well. The service is free for 
doctors.

Virk said he believed most office 
visits can be eliminated, although the 
videoconferencing is more likely to 
help doctors who are specialists. There 
still needs to be office visits for initial 
examinations, or in the case of primary 
care doctors, for annual physicals.

However, if doctors are aware of their 
patients’ stories and situation, the tasks 
of monitoring and answering questions 

can be done remotely.
“Our goal is to create a world where 

most of the visits that a doctor can 
perform can be virtual,” Virk said. “It’s a 
matter of connecting the doctor to that 
information so that they can do more 
and more of your visits virtually, and I 
think as we integrate technology, I want 
to get to a point where I can do 80, 90 
percent of visits virtually.”

Virk said there has been some 
reluctance on the part of the medical 
community to make use of MediSprout, 

but that is beginning to change as doctors 
start understanding its advantages and 
realizing that the telehealth market is 
the wave of the future. Furthermore, in 
health care, patients can drive change by 
letting their doctors know that they want 
to use a service that allows them to more 
easily stay in contact with their physician 
between visits.

For the doctors, it will also reduce the 
amount of time they spend documenting. 
A recent study found that doctors spend 
only about 27 percent of their time with 
patients. For many, a large chunk of a 
visit is spent with the doctor’s back to the 
patient inputting data.

In many states, insurance companies 
cover videoconferencing with patients, 
but not phone calls.

But for Virk it’s about serving the needs 
of the public more effectively.

“To me, I’m not doing enough to help 
my patients now,” Virk said. “I want to 
spend my time helping my patients and 
this is something that I want them to 
know that can create a radical difference 
while we are able to use our knowledge to 
make a greater impact on people. It’s an 
amazing, amazing tool that we can use 
and we should try to embrace it, so I think 
we’re starting to see people understand it.”

For more information about 
MediSprout, visit www.medisprout.com.

Valhalla Telemedicine Firm Looks to Improve Doctor-Patient Dynamic

Dr. Samant Virk, the co-founder and CEO of  
MediSprout, which strives to connect patients 
with their doctors more effectively through 
videoconferencing.
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By Madeline Zevon
In New York State, a Blue Wave. 

Democrats won 40 of the 63 state Senate 
seats. 

The win is momentous: Since World 
War II, due to gerrymandering and 
side deals with renegade Democrats, 
Republicans have controlled the Senate 
for 65 of 68 years. The new Senate leader 
will be Andrea Stewart-Cousins, the first 
woman to head a chamber in state history.

This is good news for the New York 
Health Act, legislation that will bring 
universal, comprehensive, affordable 
healthcare to every New Yorker. The 
bill has repeatedly and overwhelmingly 
passed the state Assembly, with 31 Senate 
co-signers last spring. Many newly-
elected senators campaigned on NY 
Health, which, like traditional Medicare, 
is single-payer and will save billions – and 
stimulate our economy, creating 180,000 
new jobs. 

This good news has triggered rabid 
opposition from health insurance and 
pharmaceutical companies, and the 
propagandists they pay. Beware widely 
disseminated “alternative facts.” Taxes, 

for example. Yes, sliding-scale taxes 
will fund NY Health, but 95 percent 
of us will pay less than we do now. 
Medical bankruptcy will be history. NY 
Health eliminates co-pays, deductibles, 
premiums and restrictive networks. It’s 
more comprehensive than any private 
insurance, covering all essential care, 
including dental, vision, hearing, 
prescriptions and long-term homecare.  

The conservative solution to the high 
cost of healthcare in this country, NY 
Health will control skyrocketing costs, 
just as traditional Medicare does (as even 
conservative think tanks acknowledge). 
It will dramatically reduce waste, which 
consumes 30 percent of every healthcare 
dollar we spend, not just because single-
payer systems like Medicare have 
overhead of 2 percent while for-profit 
insurance charges up to 20 percent, 
but because multipayer systems force 
exorbitant costs onto providers, costs that 
are uncontrollably opaque.

The United States pays twice as much 
for healthcare as other developed nations, 
but has poorer outcomes despite our 
world-class providers. If every other peer 

nation can provide universal care cheaper 
and with better quality, why can’t we?  

New York can lead the rest of the 
country, just as it first provided clean 
tap water with the Croton Reservoir, 
and second in providing a city watch. 
Canada’s single-payer system began 
in one province, despite spine-chilling 
fear mongering. Saskatchewan’s success 
melted fears; the rest of Canada adopted 
single-payer within a decade.

NY Health is poised for passage, but 
the opposition is powerful, spending big 
to maintain prodigious profits. They have 
deep pockets, but not votes. The League of 
Women Voters of Westchester Healthcare 
Committee, with members from many 
local leagues, is intensifying its grassroots 
efforts, visiting legislators, including 
our new Senate leader, writing articles, 
holding forums and doing everything we 
can to educate the public.

Will you join us?  Learn more at www.
nyhcampaign.org.

Madeline Zevon is healthcare chair of 
the League of Women Voters of Westchester 
and co-chair of the New York State League 
of Women Voters.

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

By John Farr
This latest chapter in the history of the 

Bedford Playhouse is one we can all be 
proud of.

Over a four-year period and against 
stiff odds, we raised the necessary funds 
not only to preserve a beloved historical 
cinema but transform it into a cultural 
and community resource that is bringing 
new energy (and business) to Bedford.

Located in the heart of Bedford Village, 
residents can now enjoy one of the 
highest quality film viewing experiences 
in the tristate area. It’s like going back in 
time and sitting in Manhattan’s Ziegfeld 
Theater back in the glory days, only with 
high-def AV, more leg room and fewer 
seats.

We always intended to offer more than 
just a first-rate screen and seat. Enter 
the Clive Davis Arts Center. Its creation 
signals our ongoing commitment to 
present a wide range of high-quality 
programming in an intimate group 
setting, spanning film, music, art, 
literature and more. 

Live events, where we not only 

experience the art but learn about the 
craft, are all-important. We are already 
hosting a range of distinguished actors, 
writers and filmmakers to talk about 
their work. 

Recent offerings have included a 
preview of “The Wife” with guest 
Glenn Close; a screening of “Carol” 
with Rooney Mara; remembering Gilda 
Radner with legendary Saturday Night 
Live writer Alan Zweibel; a conversation 
with Paul Shaffer and Clive Davis; a jam 
session with jazz bassist John Patitucci 
and friends; book talks with Linda 
Fairstein and Lesley Stahl and more.

And we’re just getting started.
Our aim is to build community by 

bringing our residents together for 
one-of-a-kind experiences that make us 
engage with art and with each other.

Community, after all, means 
togetherness and that’s just what we 
want to foster with our films, our other 
varied programming, café and bar, 
coming together for good conversation 
and the sharing of stories, ideas and 
experiences. 

In our first several months, we’ve 
already seen impressive levels of 
support and enthusiasm from the 
community. Ticket sales, concessions 
and private event rentals have exceeded 
our expectations and will continue to 
grow. We are currently developing our 
full cafe service and will introduce it 
soon.

As with nearly all nonprofit arts 
institutions, earned revenue alone won’t 
allow us to break even each year. We 
will continue to rely on donations to 
close the gap. As a startup, we also need 
to set aside funds for the future.

We invite you to take full advantage 
of this amazing new playhouse. Visit 
often, bring friends and tell others what 
we’re up to. Don’t assume everyone 
knows. Be a Playhouse ambassador.

 Let us know how we’re doing. Tell us 
what you’d like to see us do – and not 
do. The Bedford Playhouse is yours to 
shape. In return, we will work tirelessly 
to earn and reward your loyalty. Join us.

John Farr is the founder of the Bedford 
Playhouse.

Guest Column

The Bedford Playhouse: A New Community Resource Close to Home
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Correction
In last week’s article about the possibility 

of solar carports in Mount Pleasant, the 
lease payment figure that would be paid by 
Con Edison Development was inaccurate. 
The company is proposing to pay the town 
$28,000 annually for carports with roof-
mounted solar panels at the Town Hall 

and community center and pool complex 
parking lots and the Highway Department 
garages.

The Examiner regrets the error.
Also, as a point of clarification, Con 

Edison Development is a separate company 
owned by Consolidated Edison, Ince.
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By Martin Wilbur
During the course of the men’s and 

women’s Pace basketball season, there are 
more than a handful of home games that 
feature special events. 

There was Military Appreciation 
Weekend on Veterans Day and First 
Responders Day the following Saturday. 
Later in the year there will be Coaches vs. 
Cancer and the day of the Blue Out, where 
all spectators are dressed in blue.

Last Wednesday evening was the athletic 
department’s third annual Pride Hoops 
Night, an event celebrating the LGBTQ 
community that surprisingly few college 
athletic programs around the country hold. 

When Athletic Director Mark Brown 
was approached with the idea, he said the 
event fit well with Pace’s mission to be a 
welcoming and inclusive campus. 

“Pace is a really special place,” Brown said. 
“I’ve worked at other institutions and we 
really are a community and a very diverse 
community and our department looked at 
this as an opportunity to really illustrate our 
support and appreciation to the LGBTQ 
community.”

During the basketball doubleheader, 
which featured wins for both Setters teams 
over American International College, there 
were local and regional organizations that 
were part of the effort including the LOFT 
LGBT Community Center in White Plains, 
the Jacob Burns Film Center, the Putnam/

Northern Westchester Women’s Resource 
Center and PrideWorks. 

There was also a halftime drag 
performance at both games by dancer Miz 
Jade and Pace’s mascot, T-Bone, sported a 
rainbow cape.

Rachel Simon, Pace’s associate director 
of multicultural affairs, diversity programs 
and LGBTQ coordinator, said the evening 
highlights the broad support the LGBTQ 
community receives from the school. It also 
helps to introduce students who are part of 
the community to another part of campus 

life that they may not choose to frequent 
often.

“I think just to have so many people here, 
it feels good for both the basketball teams, 
which get a bigger turnout, and for us,” said 
Simon.

Students who attended Pride Night said 
they are deeply appreciative of the efforts 
Pace makes to include all students.

“I’m really proud to go to this school and 
people are allowed to be loud and proud 
about who they are,” said freshman Shannon 
Roberson. “It’s extremely important to me 

and I think it’s really important in society, 
especially with what’s going on in the 
government right now.”

Liz Pollard, also a freshman, said it’s one 
of the reasons why she chose to attend Pace.

“It really means a lot to see the interaction 
of the athletic department with the LGBTQ 
community,” Pollard said. “You don’t see 
that a lot and it’s important. I felt very 
welcome here at Pace and that’s why I love 
this school, they’re so open for everyone.”

Volunteers from Prideworks, a nearly 
20-year-old conference of students from 
middle school through college throughout 
the metropolitan area that provides 
resources for the LGBTQ community, were 
also on hand. Its president, Matt Thoennes, 
said helping young people to be honest 
with themselves is an important lesson and 
Pride Night assists with that effort.

“I think to show support says that Pace 
is open and welcoming and I truly believe 
that if people can’t be their true selves then 
the world misses out on what they might 
contribute,” Thoennes said.

Brown said there wasn’t hesitation 
to hold Pride Hoops Night when the 
opportunity presented itself and that it’s 
been well-received.

“It’s such the right thing to do because 
at Pace all students are valued and 
appreciated and this is way to demonstrate 
that,” he said.

Pace Hoops Teams Show Pride in Support of LGBTQ Community

Pace University’s mascot T-Bone, with his rainbow cape, helps celebrate the school’s third annual Pride 
Hoops Night last Wednesday.

 Happy Holidays!

(914) 495-3365
Conveniently located in the Thornwood Town Center Next to Thornwood Wines

1008 Broadway, Thornwood, NY 10594 • www.tobiasianbistro.com
Mon. - Thurs. 11:30 am- 3:00 pm  5:00pm - 10:00pm • Fri. - Sat. 11:30 am- 3:00 pm  5:00pm - 11:00 pm 

Sunday 3:00pm - 10:00pm

Specializing In Hibachi and Sushi, 
TOBI Brings Unique and 

Asian Inspired Flavors To Thornwood New York!
Complete Hibachi Dinners

Lunch & Dinner Specials • Full Bar
Catering & Parties for All Occasions

Off Premise Chef Available 
For Your Catering Needs

Conveniently located in the Thornwood Town Center Next to Thornwood Wines

WE 
NOW 

DELIVER

Conveniently located in the Thornwood Town Center Next to Thornwood Wines

Please Visit 
Our Other Location:

Tengda Asian Bistro 
286 Katonah Ave 

(Katonah Shopping Center)
914 232-3900

 Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays!
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Wishing you and yours the very best  of the Holiday Season

Merry
CHRISTMAS and

From the Staff at Examiner Media

Happy
HANUKKAH

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Place your holiday orders early! 

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Christmas Eve - 11:00am - 3:00pm
Christmas Day - CLOSED

New Years Eve - 11:00am - 9:30pm
New Years Day - CLOSED

Vision World
777 Bedford Road, Next to Kohl’s  • Bedford Hills 10507 •914-666-3150

WE ACCEPT MOST 
VISION PLANS

INCLUDING VSP, UFT AND 
UNITED HEALTH/SPECTERA.

FREE 
FRAME

30% AAA OR 
AARP 

MEMBERS

$100 OFF 
FRAME SALE

50% OFF 
FRAME

WITH A PRESCRIPTION LENS PURCHASE
You pay for the lenses and We’ll pay for your new 
frame. Free frame offer is from a select group of 

frames. No other discounts, coupons, vision plans or 
sales apply. Limit of 4 per customer. 

See store for details. Hurry offer expires 12/31/18

Receive 30% off your complete eyeglass purchase. 
Must purchase a frame and lenses. 

No other discounts, coupons, vision plans or sales 
apply. See store for details. Hurry offer expires 12/31/18

WITH A PRESCRIPTION LENS PURCHASE
Pay $45-$85 for frame after 50% off original price.

200 frames to choose from. No other discounts, cou-
pons, vision plans or sales apply. 

See store for details. Hurry offer expires 12/31/18

WITH A PRESCRIPTION LENS PURCHASE
Receive $100 off frame with your purchase of lenses 
at regular retail price. Offer includes Rayban, Coach,

Gucci, Prada and many more designers. 
No other discounts, coupons, vision plans or sales 

apply. See store for details. Hurry offer expires 12/31/18

30% AAA OR
AARP 

50% OFF 
FRAME

EYE 
EXAMINATIONS 
AVAILABLE BY 
APPOINTMENT.

475 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504
914-273-5222

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat-8am-5:30pm • Sun. Closed

Holiday Orders now being taken for 
Hanukkah and Christmas!

VILLAGE PRIME MEATS
OF ARMONK
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Wishing you and yours the very best  of the Holiday Season

Merry
CHRISTMAS and

From the Staff at Examiner Media

Happy
HANUKKAH

Pleasantville Diner 
10 Memorial Plaza

Pleasantville, NY 10570

Tel 914-769-8585
Fax 914-769-0726
www.pleasantvillediner.com

P L E A S A N T V I L L E

A Very Healthy 
& Happy Holiday Season to 

all our Customers

59 S. Greeley Ave • Chappaqua, NY 10514
914.861.2777 •Fax: 914.861.2775

www.ChappaquaPandH.com

From 
Key Chains 

to Big Green Eggs 
We Have Plenty 

of Gift Items 
This Holiday 

Season!

Merry 
Christmas

Happy 
Hanukkah

$10 OFF
COLOR

Irene’s Hair Salon

$2.00 OFF Any Haircut 
with this ad

914-495-3010
16 Marble Avenue,
Pleasantville, NY

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 9:30-6, Fri 
9:30-7, Saturday 9-5, 

Closed Sunday & Monday

Make Your 

Color “Light” 
Up the 

Holidays!

$10 OFFMake Your $10 OFF
With this ad

Hair Care 
Products 
on Sale!

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

Is Your Lighting Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? Ready for the Holidays? 

 Competitive 

Pricing with 

Service You 
Can’t Get 

Online!

1821 E. Main St
Rt 6 Mohegan Lake 
914-737-6780 

NilesFloorsandBlinds.com

Merry Christmas  
from 

Anthony and Pat

Sponsor a Local Family 
this Winter Holiday Season

All recipients are from
Westchester & Lower Putnam County

To sponsor a family visit us at:
Hidden Treasures & Donation Center

1736 Front Street, Yorktown Hts. NY 10598
Or Call Donna at: 
914-743-1314

Email Address: 
yorktownloveinaction@gmail.com 
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Can you guess what 
percentage of us decorate 
real Christmas trees as 
opposed to artificial trees? At 
one time in the distant past, I 
would have guessed it would 
be about half.

Every holiday season, I 
always enjoy helping my 
wife decorate our home but 
I turn from the happy Elf 
into the Grinch when things 
don’t work out well. That can 
happen when the crowning 
star won’t sit straight atop the 
tree or we happen to choose 
a real tree one year and the 
thing won’t stand up straight.

Sometimes when I get 
frustrated over the big and 
the small stuff as I decorate our home 
for the holidays, I think that maybe I’ve 
reached a stage of life when it’s time to 
celebrate holidays in a more moderated 
way and decorate the house accordingly. 
My wife hasn’t reached that stage yet, 
but maybe I have.

Things were different when we 
first married many years ago in late 

September. By Thanksgiving 
we had launched into our 
first joint home crafts project, 
making our own ornaments 
for a tree of the artificial, but 
rather convincing, variety. 
Did you know that the first 
artificial Christmas trees 
were made by a toilet brush 
company and actually looked 
like big, green toilet brushes?  

As hopelessly romantic 
newlyweds, we dedicated 
ourselves to creating highly 
sophisticated, decorative 
ornaments made from 
Styrofoam balls. Using 
straight pins that we 
purchased from the hat 
district on Manhattan’s 

West 28th Street, we attached the balls 
adorned with fine ribbons, metallic 
threads, beads, semi-precious stones, 
feathers, pearls and crystals. The 
project became an addiction that gave 
us callouses and had us losing sleep, 
night after night.

A week before Christmas, all the 
ornaments were completed and the tree 

was easily assembled in 
three pieces. We strung 
it with multi-colored 
lights and golden 
tinseled garlands, 
which we haven’t 
seen sold in the past 
30 years, and there it 
remained in the corner 
until after Valentine’s 
Day. Or was it Easter? 
Seriously! 

We liked it so much 
that we excused its 
extended stay to 
visitors as camp art. We 
just didn’t want to let go 
of that demonstration 
of our first and maybe 
our only major artistic 
project created together. 

The ridiculousness of the situation 
paid off, however, when a national 
magazine was tipped off (by me) about 
our beautiful tree and published a photo 
feature about it that appeared in mid-
summer.

I often smile as I spy young families 
picking out real trees and wreaths, 
excited to get them home for holiday 
decoration. At the same time, I realize 
that I seem to have passed into a different 
phase, someone who decorates for the 
holidays but enjoys watching our kids 

pull out all the stops 
for their kids, whether 
it be mounting Santa 
and his reindeer on 
the roof or putting 
out cookies and milk. 
Good for them, but 
not necessarily for me 
anymore.  

In my own family, 
there were a few years 
when we enjoyed four 
generations of our 
family gathering at 
our highly decorated 
home to celebrate the 
holidays. I’m looking 
forward to the day 
when we can expand 
generationally to that 

number once again.
In answer to the real versus artificial 

Christmas tree question, of the 94 
million trees sold, 80 percent of them 
will be artificial.

Bill Primavera, while a publicist and 
journalist, is also a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). To 
engage the services of The Home Guru 
to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

Memories of Decorating Trees, Real and Artificial

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Visit our office & showroom to see the variety of products 
on display, or we will bring the showroom to you.
Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.

Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

914H271H9119 
2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY

   Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

DON’T BE THAT HOMEOWNER 
WHO WAITS UNTIL THE LAST 

MINUTE TO BUTTON UP THEIR 
HOME. THERE IS STILL TIME  
TO BUTTON UP YOUR HOME.  
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE 

ESTIMATE BEFORE YOUR HOME 
CATCHES A COLD!

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Due to the fi re we have temporarily relocated to 1392 Albany Post Road

ESTIMATE BEFORE YOUR HOME FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

Redoing a kitchen or bath? 
Visit Set in Stone for all of your 

tile and countertops needs!
TILE

(Marble, Porcelain, Ceramic, Mosiac)
COUNTERTOPS

(Natural Stone and Quartz Surfaces)

71 Wheeler Avenue
Pleasantville, NY 10570

914 801-0271
setinstoneny.com

‘I often smile as I spy young families 
picking out real trees and wreaths’

JD HANCOCK  PHOTO
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By Anna Young
Ring in this weekend by heading 

over to Lucy’s Lounge in Pleasantville 
on Friday evening where local talent 
Skyfactor will be celebrating the release 
of the band’s latest album. 

After spending a full year in the studio 
and countless performances throughout 
Westchester and New York City, the 
acoustic pop/rock band, comprised 
of Westchester natives and residents, 
released “A Thousand Sounds” last 
month. It is their fourth album.

More than five years after Skyfactor 
last released an album, guitarist Jon 
Rubin said that the band spent nearly 
three years crafting the songs before 
recording. 

“We took a lot of time with this 
album and that’s where we found our 
voice,” Rubin said. “Everyone was really 
supportive, and we kept pushing each 
other vocally, lyrically and musically. 
I don’t think the music is different, but 
the energy and emotion bleeds through 
every song.”

Lead vocalist Bob Ziegler said that he 
used his songwriting as an outlet while 
transitioning through a tough period. 
With most of the songs inspired by what 
had been going on his life, the band is 
proud of the final product, he said.

“I think we definitely poured our 
hearts into this album and everyone 

stepped up their game compared to our 
last albums,” Ziegler said. “You can hear 
the emotion, and everyone is there to 
support each other through the music. 
This is the one that I like to hang my hat 
on and say I’m most proud of.”

Rubin noted that the album’s title song 
features additional vocals from longtime 
fan, YouTube star and Ninja Sex Party 
lead vocalist Dan Avidan. 

Skyfactor was formed on a rooftop in 
the East Village more than a decade ago. 
It didn’t take Rubin and Ziegler long to 
realize they had something special. They 
enlisted Cliff Rubin, Jon’s brother, to play 
bass and Ziegler’s longtime friend Jason 
Taylor to be the drummer.

“Our first record started us and 
served as a good blueprint for what we 
became,” Rubin said. “Skyfactor in 2018 
is very different than in 2006. This album 
represents the growing process of the 
band.”

While Zeiger and Rubin are thrilled 
to be reaching new heights musically, 
Skyfactor is no stranger to critical 
acclaim. In 2011, their second album, 
“Daydreams” achieved commercial 
success. Their song “Ok” was used on the 
MTV reality show “Teen Mom.” They 
also hit big with another cut off the same 
album, “Something’s Gonna Change,” 
which was used in two segments on 
NBC’s “The Voice.”

Local music fans 
may remember 
Skyfactor from the 
2011 Pleasantville 
Music Festival or their 
many appearances 
at the Pleasantville 
Farmers Market. Songs 
can also be heard on 
local radio stations. 

Following an album 
release party in the 
city last month where 
the band received a 
positive response, 
Skyfactor is excited to 
perform for their loyal 
following this Friday. 
Fans can expect the 
band to play the 
11-track album, several favorites and a 
few covers during a roughly two-hour 
performance. While there’s no opening 
band scheduled, Taylor will kick off 
the night performing some of his own 
songs before Skyfactor takes the stage. 

Rubin added that Lucy’s is the perfect 
venue to host their Westchester album 
release. With fans expected from 
neighboring communities, he hopes 
they will continue to connect with their 
music, emphasizing the deep-rooted 
collaboration that went into making 
the new album, which Rubin called 

Skyfactor’s strongest work to date.  
“We’re a family at this point and I 

think in general it definitely feels like a 
new plateau for us and the band,” Ziegler 
said. “It was an evolution but for me on 
this album this is our true voice. It took 
us awhile to get here but we found it.”

Skyfactor is scheduled to perform at 9 
p.m. on Friday. Lucy’s Lounge is located 
at 446 Bedford Rd. in Pleasantville. 
There will be a $7 cover charge at the 
door. Only adults 21 and up will be 
admitted.

For more information, visit www.
skyfactormusic.com. 

141 East Post Road • White Plains, NY • 914.686.2014
Order online at: ambadiusa.com

Tues-Sat 11:30am-3pm & 5pm-10pm • Sun 11:30am-3pm & 5pm-9:30pm

Lunch Buffet Special $9.95
Take-out Vegetarian Lunch Box $8.95

Non-Vegetarian Lunch Box $9.95

141 East Post Road • White Plains, NY • 914.686.2014 • Order online at: ambadiusa.com
Tuesday - Saturday 11:30am-3pm & 5pm-10pm • Sunday 11:30am-3pm & 5pm-9:30pm

Grand Opening
Under New 

Management RecentlyRenovated

Under New 
Management

Fine Dining
Catering

Take-Out
Delivery

Recently 
Renovated

A new fi ne dining experience. 
Taste the old world tradition

ANY PURCHASE
of $35 or more •Valid Tues-Sun 

Dine in or Pickup

ANY PURCHASE
of $50 or more •Valid Tues-Sun 

Dine in or Pickup

ANY PURCHASE
of $100 or more •Valid Tues-Sun 

Dine in or Pickup

AMBADI KEBAB & GRILL • 914-686-2014
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers.

Expires 12-26-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons

AMBADI KEBAB & GRILL • 914-686-2014
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers.

Expires 12-26-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons

AMBADI KEBAB & GRILL • 914-686-2014
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers.

Expires 12-26-18. Go to LocalFlavor.com for more coupons

$5 OFF

$10 OFF

$20 OFF
MAURA MCSPEDON
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
101 King Street, Chappaqua, NY 10514

Mobile: 914.760.8138
Maura.McSpedon@elliman.com

YO U R 
H O M E , 
O U R 
TO W N , 
M Y CA R E

elliman.com

LET’S START
PLANNING FOR
SPRING TOGETHER.

© 2018 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.   101 KING STREET, CHAPPAQUA, NY 10514. 914.238.3988 

BRETT DEUTSCH PHOTO
Pictured, from left to right, the members of  Skyfactor: Jon Rubin (guitar), 
Bob Ziegler (vocals), Jason Taylor (drums) and Cliff  Rubin (bass).

Local Band Skyfactor Aims for Greater Heights With New Album
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses.
Please play responsibly. Must be an Empire Club Member to participate.

H   T SEAT
SLOT TOURNAMENT

DECEMBER 10TH-14TH • DRAWINGS 3PM, 4PM, & 5PM

Your chance to enter a Slot Tournament & win $500 Cash
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Vanessa Williams to Headline Holiday Benefit Concert in Chappaqua
Vanessa Williams, the multiplatinum 

recording artist and actress and a 
Chappaqua resident, will headline a 
holiday benefit concert for San Miguel 
Academy of Newburgh on Tuesday, 
Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. at the Chappaqua 
Performing Arts Center.

Frank Shiner, another local resident, 
and his All-Star Band will be the 
opening act. 

The San Miguel Academy of 
Newburgh is a charity of choice 
for Williams because it offers hope 
to youngsters who are deemed at 
risk. Newburgh is the fourth most 
impoverished urban center in the U.S. 
and the ninth most violent. 

San Miguel Academy of Newburgh 
was founded by Father Mark Connell, 
executive director, 13 years ago with a 
mission of breaking the cycle of poverty 
through education. The tuition-free, 
faith-based middle school for boys in 
grades 5-8 has become a steppingstone 
to a better life not just for its students 
but for their families. 

Its success rate rivals many prestigious 
secondary education institutions. All 
120 graduates to date have matriculated 
to high school and 94 percent have 
received their diplomas. Most have gone 
on to a distinguished list of colleges, 
universities, military academies and 
trade schools. The first class of eighth-
grade graduates is now employed across 

the country. 
Orange County Bank & Trust, 

with branches in Orange, Rockland 
and Westchester, is underwriting the 
concert. 

“San Miguel Academy of Newburgh 
is a wonderful and unique example of 
excellence in our community,” said 
Michael Gilfeather, president & CEO of 
Orange Bank & Trust Company. “Our 
support of Father Mark and his team’s 
efforts is born out of an unwavering 
confidence in the good and grace-
filled work that occurs at San Miguel 
Academy of Newburgh. Our move into 
Westchester County dovetails perfectly 

with San Miguel Academy’s growing 
base of support in the county and we 
hope to partner with the community 
in our own sustained efforts as a 
resource.”

Tickets for the concert start at 
$100 each and can be bought by 
visiting www.chappaquapac.org. The 
Chappaqua Performing Arts Center 
is located at 480 Bedford Rd. within 
the Chappaqua Crossing complex. 

The Ultimate Combination for Customer Satisfaction

Total Value
Get more, without paying more!

Total Convenience
Easy to get to 

from everywhere!
Total Service

Caring, Award-winning 
service!

★Pleasantville

All Roads Lead To
PLEASANTVILLE

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road

Pleasantville, NY 
www.pleasantville-ford.com

★

All Roads Lead ToAll Roads Lead To
PLEASANTVILLEPLEASANTVILLEPLEASANTVILLEPLEASANTVILLE

In Business 
for over 
40 years! 
Come See 

Why!

The 
Center of 

Westchester
County

Vanessa Williams will headline a holiday benefit 
concert at the Chappaqua Performing Arts 
Center on Dec. 18 to benefit the San Miguel 
Academy of  Newburgh.

Holiday Donation 
Drive for Food 

Pantry This 
Wednesday at 

Grand Prix
The public is invited to 

Grand Prix New York in 
Mount Kisco this Wednesday, 
Dec. 5 from 7 to 9 p.m. for a 
live broadcast of a clubhouse 
holiday special. Join Rob 
Adams, Dave Torromeo and 
Mark Jeffers who will team up 
for the broadcast on WGCH 
1490 AM.

Adults patrons who 
bring a donation for the 
Community Center of 
Northern Westchester’s Food 
Pantry will receive a chance 
at a complementary ticket to 
race or bowl at Grand Prix. In 
addition, there will be drink 
specials at Fuel, great local 
sports guests, trivia contests 
and fun for all.

Grand Prix New York is 
located at 333 N. Bedford Rd. 
in Mount Kisco.
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To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child Health 
Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health, The Offi-
cial Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

1-888-FIDELIS • fideliscare.org
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 711

Happy, healthy, loved. These are the dreams we have for our families and friends.

So we cherish the moments that make us smile and inspire us to grow...
when we move, create, serve, play, teach, do. When we care. 

This is how health rises in each of us, and in our homes and communities. 
Because when we’re being ourselves, we all feel better.

Let’s get everyone covered.
If you or someone you know needs health insurance,  
Fidelis Care is just a call, click, or visit away.

Call: 1-888-FIDELIS

Click: fideliscare.org

Visit: A Fidelis Care community office  
near you. Search for locations  
at fideliscare.org/offices
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 Bundle up with your heavy coat, hat, 
gloves and a hot cup of tea because winter 
is coming! 

Winter is a time for family, friends and 
holiday cheer but can sometimes bring 
about a host of seasonal problems. 

One winter problem that can’t be ignored 
in New York is the weather. It graciously 
gifts us with frigid cold temperatures, icy 
driving conditions and mounds of snow. 
These conditions cause us to rely on little 
things such as salting the front steps to 
prevent falls or leaving yourself an extra 10 
minutes in the morning to defrost the car. 

But one thing we can all agree on is that 
getting rid of the mounds of snow can be 
a big pain – literally. Snow shoveling in 
particular can be a dangerous undertaking. 
Due to the strenuous nature of shoveling 
as a physical activity, it can often lead to 
injury, hospitalization or even death. 

Snow shoveling involves forceful and 
exertive movements of 
major muscle groups 
that challenge the 
cardiovascular and 
musculoskeletal systems. 
Research has shown that 
just two minutes of snow shoveling by 
sedentary males can increase heart rates 
enough to exceed recommendations 
for aerobic activity. Combine that with 
freezing cold temperatures, which cause 

blood vessels to shrink in diameter, 
thereby increasing the workload of the 
heart, shoveling can become quite a 
vigorous shock to the system. 

Possible cardiovascular incidents 
from shoveling a lengthy driveway 
can be serious and potentially life 
threatening. Therefore, it would be wise 
to seek medical attention if you start 
to experience any feelings of fatigue, 
dizziness, lightheadedness, chest pain, 
palpitations or pain throughout the upper 
extremities. 

Cardiovascular incidents may be the 
most serious and adverse response to 
shoveling, but acute musculoskeletal 
injuries account for more than half of 
shoveling-related injuries. Do you ever 
wake up with soreness the next morning 
after a snowstorm? It’s probably in your 
lower back, which would be due to 
the rotational stress on the spine after 

repetitive bending and 
lifting with your shovel. 
Not to mention this 
repetitive bending and 
lifting is often performed 

incorrectly. 
There are a few simple things that 

you can do to prevent some of the 
cardiovascular and musculoskeletal risks 
that occur from shoveling. Here are some 
recommendations. 

Proper Warm Up 
and Cool Down. Warm 
up with five to 10 
minutes of light activity 
prior to going outside 
to prepare your muscles 
for exercise. This can 
include exercises such 
as arm circles, jumping 
jacks, push-ups, air 
squats or stair climbing. 
It is also important 
to continue to move 
after you are finished 
shoveling. A sudden 
stop in activity will cause 
heart rate and blood pressure to drop 
rapidly. A proper cool down ensures that 
the systems of the body reduce gradually. 

Take Frequent Breaks. Who said that 
the driveway has to be perfectly clean in 
under 30 minutes? Try shoveling your 
driveway frequently so that you are 
managing less amounts of snow at a time 
and reducing the stress placed on your 
body. Don’t forget to hydrate during you 
break periods.

Watch Your Form. A tendency is for 
people to lift with their back. That will 
lead to lots of low back pain. Bend the 
knees a little and keep your hips back 
just as if you were going to sit in a chair. 
Keep your back nice and flat and activate 

your core by drawing 
your belly button toward 
your spine. Now you are 
in a better position to 
lift. If you feel your form 
breaking, take a break 
yourself.

Check Your Shovel. 
Technology is always 
changing and so are 
snow shovels. Find an 
ergonomic shovel with 
an adjustable shaft that 
can be fitted to your 
height. This will limit the 

need for excessive bending 
of the trunk and, therefore, minimize risk 
of injury. 

Consider these helpful 
recommendations before heading out 
the door this winter. There is plenty to 
enjoy outside, including winter sports. 
Following these simple but useful tips 
can ensure a safe and fun-filled season 
without unnecessary aches and pains. 

Dr. Chelsea Brooks is a physical therapist 
at ProClinix Sports Physical Therapy & 
Chiropractic. Brooks treats patients at the 
ProClinix’s Pleasantville location within 
Athletes Warehouse. For more information 
or if you have questions about this article, 
contact her at 914-202-0700 or at cbrooks@
proclinix.com.

A Winter Without Pain: Healthy Ways to Manage Snow Shoveling
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL
LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To Sig-
nificant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 
for Information. No Risk. No Money Out 
Of Pocket.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wish-
es, benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer 
free towing and your donation is 100% 
 tax deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Have an idea for an invention/new prod-
uct? We help everyday inventors try to 
patent and submit their ideas to compa-
nies! Call InventHelpÆ, FREE INFOR-
MATION! 888-487-7074

BUYING/ SELLLING
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

CABLE & SATELLITE TV
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & 
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second 
speed. No contract or commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

FOR SALE
BUYING DIAMONDS, GOLD, SIL-
VER, all fine jewelry and watches, coins, 
paintings, better furs, complete estates. 

We simply pay more! Call Barry 914-260-
8783 or e-mail Americabuying@aol.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HEALTH
Suffering from an ADDICTION to Al-
cohol, Opiates, Prescription PainKillers or 
other DRUGS? There is hope! Call Today 
to speak with someone who cares. Call 
NOW: 1-833-880-6049

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

HELP WANTED
LOOKING FOR A PRIVATE DUTY 
NURSE. Medicaid provider for a young 
man in Croton-On-Hudson, N.Y. Must 
have own transportation. 60 hours a week. 
Prefer 7pm to 7am Sunday-Thursday. 
Please call Maria (mom) 914-334-2388

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here ñGet 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

JOB OPPORTUNITY: $17 P/H NYC 
-  $14.50 P/H LI If you currently care for 
your relatives or friends who have Med-
icaid or Medicare, you may be eligible to
start working for them as a personal as-
sistant. No Certificates needed.  (347)462-
2610  (347)565-6200

HOMES FOR SALE
HOME WELLINGTON, FLORIDA 
$365,000 Gated Golf Community, Man-
datory Membership 3 bedrooms, 4.5 
baths, office, Granite throughout (Large 
Guest house 710 sqft) 3558 living/total 
4914 pool, Garage 2 Owner/agent Mar-
lene Gray 561-704-2682 For more de-
tails, visit http://www.flexmls.com/link.
html?1djh9z61pgos,15,1

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-657-9488.

Stay in your home longer with an Ameri-
can Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-844-286-6771

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF STAR-

DUST ADVISORS, LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filed with SSNY on 
08/02/2018. Office location is New York 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 70 Pine Street, 
Apt. 3204, New York, NY 10005. Pur-
pose: Distribution of educational prod-
ucts and services to all NYS schools.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
ART CLOSET LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion were filed with SSNY on 09/26/2018. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 50 Old Roar-
ing Brook Rd., Mount Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CU-
RATED FOR YOU BY KATRI. Articles 
of Organization were filed with the Secre-
tary of State of NY (SSNY) on 10/25/2018. 
Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 6 Barron Cir., Chappaqua, NY 
10514. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 306 
PRESCOTT STREET, LLC.  Art. Of Org. 
filed with SSNY on 10/26/2018. Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 7 Arbor St, Yonkers, 
NY 10701. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WEBER 
ROSSELLI & CANNON LLP filed with 
SSNY on 8/8/2018.  Office in Westchester, 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 7 Skyline Drive – 
Suite 350, Hawthorne, NY 10532. Pur-
pose: any lawful purpose.

APPLICATION FOR AUTHORITY OF 
SURETY TITLE AGENCY COASTAL 
REGION, L.L.C. filed with the Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 11/6/18.  Formed 
in NJ on 10/12/99. Office loc.:  Westches-
ter County.  SSNY is designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The address SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to 853 Mill Creek Rd., 
Manahawkin, NJ 08050.  The office ad-
dress required to be maintained in NJ is 
11 Eves Dr., Ste. 150, Marlton, NJ 08053. 
Cert. of formation filed with State Tre-
as., 33 W. State St., Trenton, NJ 08608.  
Purpose:  Any lawful activity.   

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SU-
JEAN STUDIO LLC filed with Secre-
tary of State NY on 11/14/2018. Office 
location: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 

continued on next page
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DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129
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Special Funding Programs For NecessaryHome 
Improvements Are Now Available, Apply Today.

Contact us today and our highly knowledgeable team 
will be able to help discover the available funding 

programs that will best �t you and your needs.
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By Anna Young
Get in the holiday spirit at The 

Paramount in Peekskill this Sunday 
afternoon for a one-of-a-kind Christmas 
celebration. 

Singer Michelle Berting Brett and her 
seven-piece Nashville band, led by musical 
director Harry Sharpe, will bring The 
Carpenters’ holiday classics and iconic 
hits to life in “Merry Christmas Darling: 
Carpenters’ Christmas.” 

“We try to honor what Karen and 
Richard (Carpenter) created,” Brett said of 
the brother-sister duo that had a succession 
of megahits in the early to mid-1970s. “I 
never get tired of singing these songs. It’s 
just a joy.”

Growing up in Canada, Brett listened to 
legends Donna Summer, Barbra Streisand 
and Karen Carpenter on her transistor 
radio hoping one day she could perform 
on stage. After studying opera and musical 
theater, Brett put together her own cabaret 
show in Toronto where she was told 
she shared a distinct similarity to Karen 
Carpenter.

“As I was singing the material, people 
started to tell me I sounded like Karen 
Carpenter,” Brett said. “Inevitably they 
would ask if I would sing her songs and 
I added it to my set. People would tell 
me how much a particular song meant to 

them and it was always such an emotional 
connection to the music.”

While working on a cruise ship in the 
early 1990s, Brett toyed with the idea of a 
one-woman show based on The Carpenters’ 
music. It wasn’t until she met her producer 
and husband, Mark Brett, years later and 
sang him “Merry Christmas, Darling” that 
her idea became reality. 

In 2009, Brett performed her very first 
tribute show in a small club in Toronto to 
critical acclaim, and four years later kicked 
off the “We’ve Only Just Begun: Carpenters 

Remembered” tour in the United States. 
“It’s been a wonderful adventure,” she 

said. “I’ve always loved The Carpenters and 
it’s always been a dream of mine to do this. 
As an artist you want to touch people on an 
emotional level.”

With the festive show featured in venues 
throughout the country, Brett said her 
performance will put audiences in the 
holiday spirit with a decorative production 
and seasonal tunes that never go out of 
style. The two-hour show will include 
holiday classics such as, “Sleigh Ride,” “The 

Christmas Song,” “Santa Claus is Coming 
to Town,” “Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas,” “Do You Hear What I Hear,” 
“I’ll Be Home for Christmas,” “Merry 
Christmas, Darling” and many others. 

“It’s a great way to spend a night out with 
the family,” Brett said.

The show’s holiday music may be 
inspired by The Carpenters’ “Christmas 
Portrait” and “An Old-Fashioned 
Christmas” albums, but Brett said she will 
also perform some of their greatest hits, 
including “Close to You” and “We’ve Only 
Just Begun.” 

While her Christmas show and tribute 
tour has had a dedicated following over the 
last five years, Brett is deeply appreciative 
that her passion for singing and admiration 
for Karen Carpenter has brought The 
Carpenters’ beautiful music to audiences.

“It’s amazing that this little tiny idea that 
I had based on a love for a beautiful singer 
has turned into this,” Brett said. “It’s been 
such a great gift.”

“Merry Christmas Darling: Carpenters’ 
Christmas” will begin at 3 p.m. Tickets 
are $29, $39 and $49. For tickets 
and more information, visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com. The 
Paramount is located at 1008 Brown St. in 
Peekskill.

Canadian singer Michelle Berting Brett, backed by a seven-piece band, will perform a holiday tribute 
show to The Carpenters this Sunday at The Paramount in Peekskill.

Christmas Show Rooted in Singer’s Admiration for The Carpenters

against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 33 Windmill Rd., Armonk NY 
10504. Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF BOND 
RESOLUTION SUBJECT TO PERMIS-
SIVE REFERENDUM PLEASE TAKE 
NOTICE that the Board of Trustees of 
the Village of Pleasantville, Westchester 
County, New York (the “Village”), at a 
meeting held on November 26, 2018 ad-
opted a bond resolution, which is subject 
to a permissive referendum, that autho-
rizes the issuance of $225,000 serial bonds 
of the Village to � nance the purchase of 
machinery and apparatus to be used for 
constructing, reconstructing, repairing 
or maintaining Village improvements, 
including a dump truck to be used by 
the Department of Public Works (the 
“Project”) the cost of each item of which 
is $30,000 or more.  � e period of prob-
able usefulness is � � een (15) years and 
the bonds are payable from amounts to 
be annually levied on all the taxable real 
property in the Village.  Pursuant to the 
New York State Environmental Quality 
Review Act and the regulations promul-
gated thereunder (“SEQRA”), the Village 
has determined that the project is a Type 
II Action requiring no further action un-
der SEQRA. Noreen Regan, Deputy Vil-
lage Clerk, Village of Pleasantville, West-
chester County, New York

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SEC-
OND MOUSE CHEESE, LLC. Articles of 
Organization were � led with the SSNY on 
10/18/2018. O�  ce location is Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
SECOND MOUSE CHEESE, LLC, 351 
Manville Road, Pleasantville, NY 10570. 
Purpose: Any lawful act or activity.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
OXYGEN- Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks 
to re� ll. No deliveries. � e All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit: 866-971-2603

Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 mg 
blue pills or Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Guaranteed, 
no prescription necessary.  Call 877-845-
8068.

Have a CPAP machine for sleep apnea? 
Get replacement FDA approved CPAP 
machine parts and supplies at little or no 
cost! Free sleep guide included! Call 866-
430-6489!

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your 
own bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-567-

0404 Ext.300N

If you or a loved one were diagnosed 
with ovarian cancer a� er use of TALC 
products sucah as Baby Powder or Shower 
to Shower, you may be entitled to com-
pensation . Contact Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a 
million families � nd senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help � nd solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call: 1-800-404-8852

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/ month (for the � rst 3 months) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-970-1623

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-877-229-5789

DIRECTV CHOICE All-Included Pack-
age. Over 185 Channels! ONLY $45/
month (for 24 mos.) Call Now- Get NFL 
Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL 1-888-534-
6918 Ask Us How To Bundle & Save!

RENTALS
MAHOPAC WAREHOUSE SPACE 
AVAILABLE, 2,000 sq.� , high ceil-
ings, free span, open � oor plan,  Secu-
rity and References. Contact Michael: 
917.662.5900

REAL ESTATE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast)Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an ìOld Floridaî � shing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
� ights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from $114,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com

SERVICES
Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. A� ordable pre-
miums never increase. Bene� ts never de-
crease. Policy will only be cancelled for 
non-payment. 855-686-5879.

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE DIAGNO-
SIS by GEEKS ON SITE! Virus Removal, 
Data Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY SER-
VICE, In-home repair/On-line solutions 
. $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 844-892-3990

WANTED
FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 cylinders 
or cases of cans. (312)291-9169; www.re-
frigerant� nders.com
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Tuesday, Dec. 4
DIY Decorate a Cookie. Decorate a 

couple of cookies for National Cookie 
Day. Sugar cookies and icing will be 
provided. Cookies donated by The Pastry 
Corner. While the cookies are peanut 
free, they are produced in a facility that is 
not nut free. For children four years old 
and up. Children under five must have 
a caregiver. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-864-0130.

English Conversations. For speakers of 
other languages seeking to improve their 
English. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Every Tuesday (except Dec. 25 
and Jan. 1). Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Neil Berg’s Broadway Holiday. Direct 
from New York, five of Broadway’s 
brightest stars will take audiences on a 
journey through Broadway history with 
the music of Kander and Ebb, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, Lerner and Loewe, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, Leonard Bernstein, Stephen 
Sondheim, Cole Porter, Irving Berlin and 
many more. Westchester Broadway Theatre, 
1 Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $89 per person (plus 
tax). Show only: $55 per person (plus tax). 
Info and tickets: 914-592-2222 or visit www.
Broadwaytheatre.com.

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Every Tuesday 
(except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Anti-Cookie Swap With Lisa Ragano. 
No need to curtail those healthy eating 
habits just because the holiday season 
is here. Get together and share some 
homemade holiday desserts that are 
delicious and good for you. Think of how 
appreciative your family and friends will 
be to enjoy these tasty treats. The dessert 
can take any form: cookie, cake, brownie 
or tart but it must have some nutritional 
value such as containing dried fruits, 
nuts or whole wheat flour or is low in 
sugar. (Providing nutritional would be 
appreciated but not mandatory.) You 
must bring servings for 12 people and 
provide the recipe. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6:45 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-273-
3887 ext. 3.

Open Book Group. “Warlight” by 
Michael Ondaatje will be discussed. Led by 
Christine Bobkoff. New Castle Town Hall 
Conference Room C, 200 S. Greeley Ave., 

Chappaqua. 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Cabaret Castle. The Manhattanville 
College Music Department’s Cabaret 
Performance Workshop will present this 
performance featuring the music of Jule 
Styne, best known for the shows “Gypsy,” 
“Funny Girl,” “Bells Are Ringing,” “Peter 
Pan” and “Gentlemen Prefer Blonds.” Songs 
will include “Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best 
Friend,” “Never Never Land,” “All I Need is 
the Girl,” “Everything’s Coming Up Roses,” 
“Just in Time” and “Let Me Entertain You.” 
Other songwriters represented will be 
Gershwin, Michel Legrand, Cy Coleman, 
Charlie Chaplin and Cole Porter. There 
will be a special guest appearance by 
Manhattanville’s pop vocal group, The 
Quintessentials. Manhattanville College’s 
Reid Hall, West Room, 2900 Purchase St., 
Purchase. 8 p.m. Free. Info: 914-323-5260.

Wednesday, Dec. 5
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one exciting 
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, 
awe-inspiring movements meant to engage 
and captivate for life. For all fitness levels. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 9.a.m. Every Monday and 
Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Also 
Dec. 10 and 12. Info: 914-769-0548 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

New Mommy and Daddy Meet-Up. 
Whether it’s your first child or your fifth, 
this is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with your 
baby. World Cup Nursery School, 160 
Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:25 to 11:10 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (through 
Dec. 14). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 

and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday (except Dec. 26). Info: 914-
231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (through 
Dec. 14). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Bilingual Storytime. Sing songs and 
read picture books in English and Spanish. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 11:45 a.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Info: Visit 914-666-
8041 or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Meditation Series: Midday Mind 
Break. Benefits of meditation include 
increasing focus and memory; increased 
health; reduced stress, anxiety and pain; 
and increased productivity and happiness. 
Led by Alka Kaminer. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd., 
East, Armonk. 12:15 p.m. Free. Also Dec. 
12 and 19. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.com.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Also Dec. 12 and 19. Info: 914-273-
3887. 

Affordable Care Act Navigator. A 
trained navigator provided by the county 
Department of Health will be available to 
help people with choosing and signing up 
for health insurance under the Affordable 
Care Act and the state health marketplace. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 2:30 to 7 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Also Thursdays from 
1 to 6 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Appointment required. Info and 
appointment for Wednesday sessions: 
914-336-6026. Info and appointment for 
Thursday and Saturday sessions: 914-813-
5192.

Chess Workshop for Children. Come 
learn chess with the help of guided 
instruction and supervised play. Included 
will be the study of strategy and tactics to 
make you a better player. For children in 
grades 1-4. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 4:15 to 5:15 
p.m. Free. Registration requested. Info 
and registration: 914-769-0548 or www. 
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 

crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 
Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

Art Series: Gustav Klimt. Like 
Utamaro, covered earlier this year, 
Klimt was known for his very sensuous 
representations of the female form. While 
he is perhaps most famous for his golden 
mosaic period, Klimt explored various 
styles during his early career, before 
creating controversy for his erotically-
charged images of women. Discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Darlene Love: Love for the Holidays. 
Love has had an amazingly long career 
that culminated in her enshrinement in 
the Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame in 2011. 
Her background vocals as lead singer 
for The Blossoms behind legends such 
as Marvin Gaye, Elvis Presley and Frank 
Sinatra (to name a few) set the stage for 
her emergence as a star in her own right. 
Her Billboard hits include: “He’s A Rebel,” 
“The Boy I’m Gonna Marry,” “He’s Sure 
the Boy I Love” and the #1 holiday classic 
“Christmas (Baby Please Come Home).” 
Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown 
St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $39, $49 and $60. 
Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com. 

Roasters Roast Battle. Eight comedians 
enter, only one can be chosen as the winner. 
Defending champion Dave Sheehan will 
be carrying “Smokey Joe” back with him. 
Hosted by Ryan DeNisco. Lucy’s Laugh 
Lounge, 446 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 8 
p.m. Free; donations welcome toward the 
pool prize. Info: Visit www.lucyslaughs.
com. 

Purchase Latin Jazz Orchestra. An 
exciting ensemble that performs music 
from all over Latin America. Featuring 
top students from the Purchase College 
Conservatory of Music, the musicians 
explore numerous genres including 
Mambo, Cha-Cha, Danzon, Festejo, 
and Porro. Whether performing classic 
compositions by the masters or newer 
works commissioned for the ensemble, 
seeing and hearing the orchestra is always 
a memorable occasion. Part of the 25 
years of jazz study celebration. Purchase 
College’s Conservatory of Music Choral 
Hall, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
8 p.m. Free. Info: 914-251-6700 or visit  

continued on page 28

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
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By James Miranda
When Salvatore D’Errico was 17 years 

old, his older brother, Richard, asked him 
what he wanted to be when he grew up. 
Salvatore was working at a pizzeria and 
thought he’d open one himself.

Instead, his older brother asked “You 
want to work with me?”

Richard D’Errico was working 
in Manhattan as a diamond setter’s 
apprentice. He was handy and had a way 
with tools, more so than his younger 
brother. But Richard showed Salvatore 
the tools and taught him the basics of his 
craft. 

The brothers began working on a bench 
in the bedroom of their Bronx home, 
fixing jewelry for family and residents in 
the neighborhood. 

That work turned out to be the 
foundation for D’Errico Jewelry.

“We need this dynamic to do this 
business,” said Richard D’Errico, whose 
parents worked together in a bakery. “The 
key to that is that we have two different 
jobs: I’m a mechanic and he’s more in 
design and sales.”

The D’Errico brothers opened the 
Westchester D’Errico Jewelry locations in 
Scarsdale and Mount Kisco in 1998 and 
2007, respectively, after they moved the 
business from the Morris Park section of 
the Bronx. Both current stores take on an 
identity of their own.

The Scarsdale store serves as the 
factory where the jewelry-making process 
takes place. There’s a constant buzzing 
from saws and the noise of compressed 
steam. While some custom work is done 
in Mount Kisco, the East Main Street 
location is a more intimate setting.

Both offer custom jewelry design, 
which is D’Errico Jewelry’s specialty, 
along with selling diamonds, engagement 
rings and wedding bands. Being able to 
take out-of-date jewelry and repurpose it 
to a customer’s liking is much of what the 
brothers do and is a part of what they call 
a “renaissance” in retail.

“We found a niche and a service that no 
one else is providing,” Richard D’Errico 
said. “The previous generations have very 
large, very different, out-of-style jewelry 
(compared to today) and that stuff is in 

the families being passed down. We’re 
able to pull that apart, take the gems and 
the metal and turn it all into something 
contemporary.” 

The process starts with a sketch and 
estimate. A customer and craftsman sit 
down to sketch out what the piece will 
look like and settle on the cost. The next 
step is bringing it to life through a 3D 
print and using that image to cast the 
actual jewelry, a method called lost-wax 
casting. 

Finally, they polish the jewelry and set 
gems or diamonds.

Half of their customers come in for 
repairs, custom orders and refurbishing, 

Richard D’Errico said. The 
ability to create custom jewelry 
has allowed D’Errico Jewelry 
to give back to the industry 
through apprenticeships and 
philanthropic endeavors such 
as creating pieces for the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation.

“We’d never knock anyone, 
but if you go into other jewelry 
stores there’s a lot of nice 
folks inside there that are well 
dressed and they’re smart but 
they’re buying and selling 
jewelry,” Salvatore D’Errico 
said. “They’re not working on 
it, they’re not servicing it. I 
always say that when you come 
into our store it’s a different 
feel. It’s like Santa Claus with 

the elves.”
D’Errico Jewelry is located at 159 E. 

Main St. in Mount Kisco and at 509 Central 
Park Ave. in Scarsdale. The Mount Kisco 
store is closed Sunday and open Monday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday 1 to 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 10:15 
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Thursday 10 a.m. to 
9 p.m. The Scarsdale location is closed on 
Monday and open on Tuesday 1 to 6 p.m.; 
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., and Thursday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

For more information, call 914-864-
2688 (Mount Kisco) or 914-722-1940 
(Scarsdale).
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D’Errico Jewelry
Mount Kisco

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

D’Errico Jewelry’s distinctive log cabin store on East Main Street 
in Mount Kisco.
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www.purchase.edu/live/events/12973-
purchase-latin-jazz-orchestra.

Thursday, Dec. 6
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize 
and parents a time to share. Recommended 
for newborns through 12 months old. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza 
Drive, Valhalla. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday (through 
Dec. 14). Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday (except 
Dec. 24 and 31). Info: 914-273-3887.

Life Line Theater Music Program. 
An outlet for unlocking the potential of 
children and adults with special needs 
through integrated arts and life skills 
programs. Drop in anytime and join 

founder Billy Ayres as he uses singing, 
dancing, creating plays, artwork and 
gardening to help participants realize 
their strengths and potential contributions 
to their communities. Ayres has created 
a technique called improvisational 
integrated music/drama. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Also Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Info: Visit www.lifelinetheaterinc.org/
index.html.

The Holiday Boutique at Philipsburg 
Manor. Holiday shoppers can browse local 
wares and support Historic Hudson Valley’s 
educational programs while checking off 
their entire gift list. Stocked with Hudson 
Valley-inspired and holiday-themed 
merchandise, including artisan foods, 
books about the region, winter solstice-
scented candles, handcrafted jewelry and 
regional artists’ work, the shelves are full 
of unique items for everyone that can’t 
be found elsewhere. Philipsburg Manor 
Visitor Center, 381 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Open Thursdays 
through Saturdays from 10 a.m. 5 p.m. and 
Sundays from 12 to 5 p.m. through Dec. 
22. Info: Visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

Holiday Boutique. Fantastic Finds, an 
upscale resale shop, will hold this annual 
sale. A perfect time to shop for gifts as 

well as holiday party attire and accessories. 
Merchandise includes a large selection of 
glassware, artwork, housewares, china, 
small appliances, home decor, bric-a-brac 
and small or accent furniture. Shoppers 
will also find gorgeous clothing, jewelry 
and accessories for men and women. There 
will be free refreshments, pop-up sales and 
more. All proceeds to benefit Support 
Connection. Fantastic Finds, 400 King St., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Info: 914-
238-9200, visit www.supportconnection.
org/fantastc-finds or e-mail fantastic.
finds@supportconnection.org. 

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening, learning and speaking skills. 
Recommended for children one to two-
and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and Thursday 
(through Dec. 13). Info: 914-741-0276 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 11:45 
a.m. Free. Every Thursday. Info: Visit 914-
666-8041 or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Book Lovers Group. “Autumn” by 
Ali Smith will be discussed. Led by 
Barbara Bernstein. New Castle Town Hall 
Conference Room A, 200 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

NT Live’s “Antony & Cleopatra.” 
Caesar and his assassins are dead, and 
General Mark Antony and Egyptian 
Queen Cleopatra have fallen in love. 
Ralph Fiennes and Sophie Okonedo play 
the famously ill-fated couple in this hotly 
anticipated production. Director Simon 
Godwin sees Shakespeare’s great tragedy 
of politics, passion and power as both love 
story and political theater. A live broadcast 
from London’s National Theatre. Jacob 
Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 p.m. Members: $25. Non-
members: $35. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 5 to 6 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Westchester’s Winter Wonderland. A 
one-of-a-kind holiday event featuring the 
Santa Experience, unlimited skating, a 
circus, great rides, food trucks, gift vendors 
and more on weekends and select dates 
through December. Kensico Dam Plaza, 

1 Bronx River Parkway, Valhalla. 5 to 9 
p.m. $20. Continues Thursdays through 
Sundays through Dec. 23 and daily from 
Dec. 26 to 31. Thursdays, Sundays and 
Dec. 26, 27 and 31 from 5 to 9 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays from 5 to 10 p.m. Info: Visit. 
www.Wwinterwonderland.com.

Job Search 123: Resume and Cover 
Letter. The second of three seminars to 
provide you the tools to help find the right 
job. Tonight ‘s session helps attendees learn 
what to include and what to leave out in a 
resume, identify the elements of a terrific 
cover letter and get tips on format and 
design. Session will include worksheets 
and handouts. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 5:30 
to 6:45 p.m. Free. The remaining session is 
scheduled for Dec. 13. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Great Books Forum Series. “The 
Name of the Rose” by Umberto Eco will 
be discussed. Discussion led by professors 
Brian Centrone and Ed Cangialosi. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Room 131, 75 Grasslands 
Rd., Valhalla. 6 to 8 p.m. Free. Info: E-mail 
Professor James Werner at james.werner@
sunywcc.edu.

“How to Survive a Plague.” A screening 
of this documentary that tells the story 
of gay men, faced with indifference and 
government inaction, taking to the streets 
to break the silence around the AIDS 
epidemic. Followed by a panel discussion of 
experts drawn from nearby communities. 
Part of the Ossining Documentary and 
Discussion Series. Ossining Public Library, 
53 Croton Ave., Ossining. Seating at 6:15 
p.m. Screening at 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.OssiningDocumentaries.org.

“The Foreigner.” The Armonk Players 
present this inventive comic romp by 
Larry Shue. The play is set in a fishing 
lodge in rural Georgia and tells the story 
of a pathologically shy young British man 
named Charlie who pretends that he can’t 
speak English in order to avoid making 
conversation with strangers – the other 
guests at the fishing lodge. Eventually, 
the other guests decide to air their 
secrets around Charlie – many damaging 
revelations made with the thought that 
Charlie doesn’t understand a word being 
said. That he does, fuels the play’s nonstop 
hilarity and sets up the wildly funny climax 
in which things go uproariously awry 
for the “bad guys” and the “good guys” 
emerge triumphant. Whippoorwill Hall, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 8 
p.m. Adults: $20. Students (18 and under): 
$10. Also Dec. 7 and 8 at 8 p.m. Info: and 
tickets: Visit: www.ArmonkPlayers.org.

Purchase Jazz Orchestra. A 17-piece 
big band that performs jazz from every 
era. From staples like Ellington and Basie, 
to more modern works by today’s leading 
composers and arrangers including 

continued from page 26

Tickets & Information:  www.pawlingconcertseries.org

Pawling Concert Series
Presents its 45th Season at Trinity-Pawling School

The Consort’s love for the early music of English/Scottish
heritage has led them to  the traditional ballads and dance tunes

of the Appalachians and Nova Scotia.  In Pawling, they will
perform a holiday program that draws from these sources.

Friday, December 14, 2018  – All Saints’ Chapel
The Baltimore Consort
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Last week in 
our virtual tour 
of Spain’s wine 
regions, we 
settled in on the 
Mediterranean 
coast, traveling 
along the southern 
areas of Alicante 
and Valencia. This 
week, still focusing 

on the third of Spain’s six wine regions, 
we’ll travel a bit west to the region of 
Jumilla. 

This region, sitting on a plateau 
surrounded by mountains, might seem 
like an arid landscape, and it would be 
but for the saving moisture and breezes 
embracing it from the Mediterranean 
Sea. Geographically west of Alicante and 
further inland, it is 150 miles southeast 
of cosmopolitan Madrid. 

Here we have the perfect formula 
for a well-balanced wine: elevated 
topography, nutrient-deprived but 
moisture-retentive soil and cooling wind 
currents to offset the intense sun. As in 
other areas of the world, local vintners 
have experimented with various grapes 
over the centuries to determine which 
varieties fare best in this microclimate. 

What they have planted and nurtured 
in over 80 percent of the vineyard 
acreage is the Monastrell grape. This 

grape has been grown elsewhere with a 
high level of success, but the Spaniards 
have stamped it with a unique pedigree. 
Elsewhere it is known as Mourvedre and 
is produced in several regions in France 
and Australia. In Spain, the locals have 
capitalized on this grape’s attraction to 
consumers and are producing a wine that 
is tailored to the American palate – fruit-
forward, modest tannins and moderate 
alcohol (13.5 percent). 

This is a true in-your-face fruit bomb. 
The characteristics of the wine sound 
more like ruminations on a food dish: 
blackberry and cherry flavors, spicy 
aroma, silky on the palate, complex 
structure, lingering finish. This is a 
perfect barbeque wine – in any season. 
Its younger sibling, rosé, is a refreshing 
and fruity summer quaffing wine.

I recently conducted a food and wine 
dinner featuring Spanish wines. The hit 
of the evening was a Jumilla from Altos 
de la Hoya, which was perfectly matched 
with tapas. Here is where the Monastrell 
grape shines. It matches well with many 
typical tapas dishes such as fish, game, 
Serrano ham, cheese, roasted peppers, 
gazpacho in a shot glass, all invariably 
garlic-laced. 

It’s now early evening on our virtual 
tour. Earlier we immersed ourselves in 
local culture by enjoying the centuries-
old tradition of an afternoon siesta and 
now we’re stopped at a typical Jumillian 
tapas bar before heading out to a local 
restaurant for dinner and late-night 
dancing. 

We saddle up to the bar, order a glass 
of Monastrell from an unlabeled bottle 
(the good stuff sometimes doesn’t make 
it out of the country) and select from the 
list of tapas. The bartender/waiter keeps 
track of what we order 
with a piece of chalk, 
writing on the slate bar 
top where we are sitting. 
We enjoy calamari, 
sardines and a sampling 
of Spanish cheeses – 
Manchego (mild, sheep’s 
milk with a slight olive 
aftertaste), Cabrales (blue 
cheese) and Mahon (tangy, lemony, sea 
salt flavors). 

We find out that the owner’s brother 
moved to Manhattan recently to open 
the American branch of the family tapas 
bar. This adds to the growing trend of 
tapas and small plate Spanish-themed 

bars and restaurants proliferating in 
the New York City area, including the 
northern counties and eastward into 
Fairfield County.

Each of the tapas and the cheeses 
we’ve enjoyed tonight are now available 
in our backyard. (We silently thank 
the globalization gods.) We jot down a 
few of our favorite wineries and wines 
we sampled along the way, which, we 
are told, are all available at our wine 
merchants in The Examiner distribution 
area: Juan Gil, Finca Luzon, Panaroz, El 
Nido and even Wrongo Dongo (all under 
$15).

Next week we will continue our virtual 
tour northward along the coast to Priorat 

and Penedes. Hasta 
luego!

Nick Antonaccio is 
a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 25 
years he has conducted 
wine tastings and 
lectures. Nick is a 
member of the Wine 
Media Guild of wine 

writers. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

‘Here we have the perfect formula for a 
well-balanced wine’

By Nick Antonaccio

The Continuing Virtual Travels of Wine and Food Enthusiasts 

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Sunday, December 9 ~ 3 p.m. Matinee 
Paramount Hudson Valley

1008 Brown Street, Peekskill, NY
For Tickets: 

ParamountHudsonValley.com 
or 914-739-0039

SOLD OUT IN 

LAS VEGAS!

Great  Family Show!
Call for Group Rates!

Broadway World calls Michelle Berting Brett 
a "Disney Princess"

Peter Noone says, "Brilliant Performance!"

Starring
Michelle 

Berting Brett
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McNeely, Clayton, Abene and Schneider, 
the orchestra swings and is always a 
pleasure to listen to. Grammy Award-
winning jazz bassist Todd Coolman and 
legendary trumpeter Jon Faddis direct 
the group. Part of the 25 years of jazz 
study celebration. Purchase College’s 
Conservatory of Music Choral Hall, 735 
Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 8 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-251-6700 or visit www.purchase.
edu/live/events/12973-purchase-latin-
jazz-orchestra.

Purchase Dance Company’s Fall Dance 
Concert. Highlighting the dynamic range 
and technical virtuosity of the company’s 
dancers and reflects the Conservatory of 
Dance’s commitment to providing the best 
of both classical and contemporary training. 
Featuring premieres and fresh restaging. 
Purchase College’s Dance Theatre Lab, 
735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 8 p.m. 
$17.50. Discounts available for seniors and 
students. Also Dec. 7 at 8 p.m., Dec. 8 at 2 
and 8 p.m. and Dec. 9 at 3 p.m. A special 
pre-concert talk with the artists moderated 
by Conservatory of Dance Assistant 
Professor Darrah Carr will be held on Dec. 
7 at 7:15 p.m. Info and tickets: Visit www.
artscenter.org. Tickets will also be available 
at the door (cash and check only).

Friday, Dec. 7
ZUMBA® With Amy. Fun cardio dance 

fitness workout, low-impact approach, 
easy learning environment. This feel-
good workout is exercise in disguise. Free 
trial class available. Addie-Tude Dance 
Center, 42 Memorial Plaza, lower level, 
Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. $14 drop-
in fee. Every Friday. Also Tuesdays from 
10 to 11 a.m. (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). 
Walk-ins welcome. Info: Call or text the 
instructor at 914-643-6162 or visit www.
amyolin.zumba.com.

“Free Solo.” Award-winning 
documentary filmmaker Elizabeth 
Chai Vasarhelyi and world-renowned 
photographer and mountaineer Jimmy 
Chin team up to produce this stunning, 
intimate and unflinching portrait of the 
free soloist climber Alex Honnold as he 
prepares to achieve his lifelong dream: 
climbing the face of the world’s most 
famous rock – the 3,000-foot El Capitan 
in Yosemite National Park – without a 
rope. Celebrated as one of the greatest 
athletic feats, Honnold’s climb set the 
ultimate standard: perfection or death. 
Bedford Playhouse, 633 Old Post Rd., 
Bedford. 2:30, 5 and 7:30 p.m.  Adults: 
$12. Children (under 12) and seniors (65 
and up): $10. Info and tickets: Visit www.
bedfordplayhouse.org.

Christmas Tree Sale. The North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 will again 
be selling Christmas trees this year as a 
fundraising event. Proceeds to benefit the 
fire company. All ages are welcome. North 

White Plains firehouse, 621 N. Broadway, 
North White Plains. 4 to 8 p.m. Parking 
free. Trees are priced according to size 
and type. Fridays from 4 to 8 p.m. and 
Saturdays and Sundays from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. through Dec. 23 (or until sold out). 
Info: 914-949-3575 or e-mail ncsfd1@
optonline.net.

Teen Movie Night: “The Incredibles 
2.” A screening of the film with pizza. For 
students in grades 5-12. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 6 
p.m. Free. Registration suggested. Info: 914-
238-4779 or visit www.chappaqualibrary.
org. Registration: E-mail paulsen.cathy@
gmail.com.

Friday Night Film Series: “Woman 
in Gold.” Helen Mirren stars as Maria 
Altmann, an octogenarian Jewish refugee 
who takes on the Austrian government 
to recover artwork she believes rightfully 
belongs to her family. With incredible 
performances by Mirren and Ryan 
Reynolds, this drama also features Daniel 
Bruhl and Katie Holmes. Post-screening 
discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Friday Comedy Showcase. Featuring 
Camille Theobald, Joe Pontillo, Ron Nobles, 
Will Murphy and James Murphy. Lucy’s 
Lounge, 446 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
7:30 p.m. $20. Info and advance tickets: 
Visit www.lucyslaughs.com. Type in the 
promo code Examiner at the prompt when 
buying tickets online.

Country Line Dance. Dancing followed 
by a complete dinner. All proceeds to go 
to the scholarship fund at Fox Lane High 
School and New York Boys’ State. Moses 
Taylor American Legion Post 136, 1 
Legion Way, Mount Kisco. 7 to 11 p.m. $15 
per person. First Friday of every month. 
Info: 914-241-0136.

Saturday, Dec. 8
Pleasantville Farmers Market. 

Experience the largest, year-round farmers 
market in Westchester, voted “Best of 
Westchester” from 2014 to 2018. With 
nearly 40 vendors participating in the 
Indoor Market, the delicious good time 
continues each week. The farmers market 
is a dog-free environment. There will be 
seasonal vendors throughout December. 
Pleasantville Middle School cafeteria, 40 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturdays through Mar. 30, 2019. Info: 
Visit www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Family Holiday Pop-Up Cards. Pop-
up cards are fun to make and give. The 
techniques are easy to learn and always 
bring a smile. This workshop will teach you 
how to make a holiday-themed card for 
anyone – even those who say “humbug.” 
Led by Susan Kaufman. Pelham Art 
Center, 155 Fifth Ave., Pelham. 10 a.m. to 

noon. Member: $41. Non-members: $45. 
(Fee includes one parent and one child.) 
Registration required. Info and registration: 
Visit www.pelhamartcenter.org.

Brunch With Santa. Santa, Mrs. Claus 
and their friendly Christmas elves are 
taking a break from their busy holiday 
schedule to host a family brunch. Share a 
memorable time with your kids in a fun-
filled atmosphere of Christmas excitement 
featuring a delicious brunch buffet. Musical 
entertainment sets the mood, including 
an old-fashioned sing-along. Bring your 
camera so you can take a holiday picture 
with Santa. Buffet includes scrambled eggs, 
bacon, sliced turkey, macaroni and cheese 
and assorted baked goods. Westchester 
Broadway Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, 
Elmsford. Doors open for first seating at 
10 a.m. and the second seating at 1:45 p.m. 
Adults: $40 per person (plus tax). Children 
(13 and under): $27 per person plus tax. 
Info and reservations: 914-592-2222 or 
visit www.Broadwaytheatre.com.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. This 
is a hands-on class that will be geared to the 
level of experience of the class and challenge 
all participants. Wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East. 
Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why it’s a special 
time for packs in North America. Whether 
the wolves are living on the Arctic tundra 
or the woodlands of the southwest, wolf 
families are out searching for prey as 
they prepare for winter. Guests will visit 
ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai 
and Zephyr and possibly the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem 2 p.m. Adults: $14. Children (under 
12): $11. Also Dec. 15 and 27-31 at 11 a.m. 
and Dec. 9 and 16 at 2 p.m. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Free. $12. Every Saturday. 
Info: 917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-
tude.com. Call or visit website because 
classes are subject to change.

Ornament Making: Up-cycled Trees. 
Create a one-of-a-kind environmentally 
friendly up-cycled tree ornament and you 
may be inspired to create your own forest. 
Use a simple template for the structure but 
by using your imagination and a variety of 
materials, customize and create any sort of 
tree design, free-standing or hanging. Since 
scissors and exacto knives will be used, the 
class is best-suited to children eight years 

old and up. Led by Susan Sass. Pelham 
Art Center, 155 Fifth Ave., Pelham. 1 to 3 
p.m. Member: $41. Non-members: $45. 
(Fee includes one parent and one child.) 
Registration required. Info and registration: 
Visit www.pelhamartcenter.org.

Yoga Teachers Association Workshop: 
Laughter, Expression and Joy! A joke a 
day might not keep the doctor away, but 
there’s scientific evidence that laughter 
evokes the relaxation response. In this 
playful workshop, participants will learn 
how to free body and mind so that laughter 
flows freely, joyfully, and spontaneously. 
Robert Rivest, an internationally admired 
Laughter Yoga teacher and certified master 
trainer, will share his unique health and 
well-being practice that blends mindful 
breathing, tai chi, expressive movement 
and Laughter Yoga to create more energy, 
vitality and joy for yoga teachers and their 
students. Rivest’s exciting exercises and 
energizing movement helps people feel 
more positive, playful, upbeat and cheerful 
when practicing and leading Laughter 
Yoga. Club Fit, 584 N. State Rd., Briarcliff 
Manor. 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. In advance: YTA 
members--$45. Non-members--$65. 
Walk-ins: YTA members--$55. Non-
members: $75. Registration: Visit www.
ytayoga.com. Info: Contact Lorraine 
Burton at 914-391-3389 or e-mail 
ytacommunications@gmail.com.

DIY Paper Mittens. Create and 
decorate your own paper mittens with 
buttons, cotton and other materials. For 
children three to eight years old. Children 
younger than five must be accompanied by 
a caregiver. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 2 to 3 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-864-0130.

Sewing Workshop. Learn basic sewing 
skills from North Salem High Schooler 
student Gabriella Posa by making courage 
capes. Courage capes are given to sick and 
hospitalized children to give them courage 
while they undergo treatment. For students 
12 years old and up. Ruth Keeler Memorial 
Library, 276 Titicus Rd., North Salem. 3 
to 5 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-669-5161 or www.
keelerlibrary.org.

“Christmas Carol.” Revelers can share 
in the spirit of the holiday season in a 
dramatic performance of Dickens’ classic. 
Along with musical accompaniment, 
master storyteller Jonathan Kruk brings 
new life to the classic Charles Dickens 
story of Ebenezer Scrooge, the ghosts of 
Christmas Past, Present and Future and 
Tiny Tim in this Historic Hudson Valley 
production. Recommended for ages 10 
and up. Historic Old Dutch Church, 430 
Broadway (Route 9), Sleepy Hollow. 3:30, 
4:45 and 6 p.m. Adults: $25. Children 
(under 18): $20. Also Dec. 9, 15 and 16. 
Info and tickets: 914-366-6900 or visit 
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“Elf.” Get into the spirit of the holiday 

season with an interactive movie screening 
of this perennial favorite. The screening 
will offer a unique viewing of the well-
loved family film by actively engaging the 
audience. Those in attendance will receive 
a participation bag filled with various Elf-
related items to use throughout the show. 
The New Line Cinema comedy, which 
this year celebrates its 15th anniversary, 
tells the story of an elf from the North 
Pole (Will Farrell) who learns of his true 
identity as a human, embarks on a journey 
to New York City to find his biological 
father (James Caan) and helps New York 
remember the true meaning of Christmas. 
Presented by the Town of New Castle, 
Standing Ovation Studios and Soup’s On 
Entertainment. Chappaqua Performing 
Arts Center, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
4 p.m. $15. Info and tickets: 914-458-5143 
or visit www.chappaquapac.org.

Orpheus Chamber Orchestra 
Featuring Steven Isserlis. Music by the 
tragically short-lived Hans Rott gives a 
tantalizing taste of a rising star admired by 
Bruckner and Mahler. British cellist Steven 
Isserlis navigates a dizzying spectrum 
of unabashed emotions in Bach’s Cello 
Concerto in A Major. Finally, Schubert 

commingles anguish and sublime beauty in 
the string quartet based on his song “Death 
and the Maiden,” which the orchestra 
plays in the lush arrangement by Mahler. 
The Performing Arts Center at Purchase 
College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
5 p.m. $40 to $75. Info and tickets: 914-
251-6200 or visit www.artscenter.org.

Evening Howl for Adults Only. Enjoy 
visiting the wolves during their favorite 
hour – dusk. Learn about the mythology, 
biology and ecology of wolves in North 
America while enjoying a spread of wine 
and cheese. Guests will take a short sunset 
hike to howl with Ambassador wolves 
Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and 
potentially behold the center’s critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican 
wolves, too. For adults 21 years old and up. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
5 p.m. $20. Also Dec. 28 at 5:30 p.m. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

“Amahl and the Night Visitors.” 
Purchase Opera presents Gian Carlo 
Menotti’s beloved opera that tells the 
story of Amahl, a curious young boy with 
an elaborate fantasy life, and his mother, 
a poor widow struggling to find a way 
for them to survive. One night, three 
wonderous, otherworldly strangers appear 
at their door, laden with riches and asking 

for shelter for the night. Awestruck and 
uncertain, the mother and her son invite 
them into their humble home, unaware that 
their lives will forever be altered. A perfect 
introduction to opera for all audiences, 
especially children. The Performing Arts 
Center at Purchase College, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 7 p.m. $20. Seniors: 
$15. Children: $5. Also Dec. 9 at 1 p.m. 
Info and tickets: 914-251-6200 or www.
artscenter.org.

The Young Masters: Hoff-Barthelson 
Music School’s Festival Orchestra Winter 
Concert. Under the direction of Jun 
Nakabayashi, listen to Schubert’s Overture 
in the Italian Style in D Major, Mendelssohn’s 
Violin Concerto in E Minor, Op. 64 and 
Bizet’s Symphony No. 1 in C Major. Violinist 
YooJin Jang, winner of the 2017 Concert 
Artists Guild Competition, joins the 
Festival Orchestra as guest soloist for the 
Mendelssohn Violin Concerto. Community 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 
468 Rosedale Ave., White Plains. 7 p.m. 
Suggested admission: $20. Students: Free. 
Info: 914-723-1169 or visit www.hbms.org.

Chappaqua Orchestra’s Holiday 
Benefit Concert. The orchestra celebrates 
its 60th anniversary season as Chappaqua’s 
premier orchestra. Come for delicious hot 
hors d’oeuvres and cheese and wine and 
enchanting music. There will also be a fun 

raffle and a heartfelt holiday celebration of 
music performed by Concert Master Uli 
Speth and Chappaqua Orchestra Cello 
Section Leader Julian Langford. Guests 
will also enjoy a very talented string 
quartet from Horace Greeley High School 
as well as Broadway tunes performed by 
young singer Lily Restivo. Mount Kisco 
Country Club, 10 Taylor Rd., Mount 
Kisco. 7 to 10 p.m. $100. Info: Visit www.
chappaquaorchestra.org. Tickets: Visit 
www.tcobenfit2019.brownpapertickets.
com. 

Sunday, Dec. 9
Pack Chat for Kids. This is the best 

introduction to wolves for families with 
young children. Kids will learn about the 
mythology surrounding wolves and the 
important role they play in the natural 
world. This is an exciting time for wolves as 
they are out searching for prey preparing 
for winter. Guests will visit ambassador 
wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr 
and possibly the critically endangered red 
wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 11 
a.m. Adults: $14. Children (under 12): $11. 
Also Dec. 16 at 11 a.m. and Dec. 15 and 
29 at 2 p.m. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: 914-763-2373 or visit 
www.nywolf.org.

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HEALTH PLAN SEMINARS
If you are Medicare and/or Medicare and Medicaid Eligible
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to learn more about choosing a Medicare Advantage Plan
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sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 866-586-8044 and 
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220. ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 
(TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 
1-800-662-1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220)) Assistance 
services for other languages are also available free of charge at the number above. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws 
and does not discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de 
derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民
權法律規定，不因種族、膚色、民族血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人。H4922_Seminar4002_M Accepted 08242018
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VENUE ADDRESS DATE TIME

White Plains Coach Diner 50 Westchester Ave., White Plains, 10601 10/16, 10/23, 10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 11/27, 12/4 9:00 am

Columbus Diner 754 Columbus Ave., Mount Vernon, 10550 10/16, 10/23, 10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 11/27, 12/4 2:00 pm

Dorry’s Diner 468 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains, 10605 10/17, 10/24, 10/31, 11/7, 11/14, 11/28, 12/5, 9:30 am

Seven Brothers 900 Saw Mill River Rd., Yonkers, 10701 10/18, 10/25, 11/1, 11/8, 11/15, 11/29, 12/6 9:00 am

Raceway Diner 833 Yonkers Ave., Yonkers, 10704 10/19, 10/26, 11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/30, 12/7,  9:30 am

City Limits 200 Central Ave., White Plains, 10604 10/16, 10/23, 10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 11/27, 12/4 4:00 pm 

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare and Medicaid contract. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal.  A sales person will be 
present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220. ATTENTION: If 
you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you.  Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a 
su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística.  Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220)) Assistance services for other languages are also available free of charge at the number above. AgeWell New 
York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York 
cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York 遵守
適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、膚色、民族血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人。H4922_Seminar4002_M Accepted 08242018
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Our Doctors.
YOur NeighborhooD.
White Plains Hospital Medical & Wellness 
provides comprehensive care for the entire family, 
conveniently located in the heart of Armonk.

Expert physicians in Primary Care, Pediatrics, OB/
GYN, and multiple specialties including Allergy & 
Immunology, Cardiology, Endocrinology, Neurology, 
Orthopedics and Rheumatology offer personalized 
service for patients and family members. Same-day 
appointments are often available.

The facility also houses a Diagnostic Imaging Center 
and Urgent Care center, operated by White Plains 
Hospital Emergency Department physicians, with 
extended hours and short wait times.

To make an appointment call 914-849-7900. Visit 
wphospital.org/armonk for more information.

White Plains Hospital Medical & Wellness
99 Business Park Drive
Armonk, NY 10504

URGENT CARE 
914-849-7999
Weekdays: 3pm -11pm
Weekends: 9am - 9pm

WHITE PLAINS HOSPITAL IS A MEMBER OF THE MONTEFIORE HEALTH SYSTEM

to make an appointment with 
a physician call: 914-849-7900

Shalini Bobra, MD
Cardiology

Stephanie Casper, 
MS, RD
Registered Dietitian

Kira Geraci-
Ciardullo, MD
Allergy & 
Immunology: 
Adult / Pediatric

Paul Fragner, MD
Orthopedic 
Surgery; Hand 
Wrist & Elbow

Michael 
Zuckman, MD
Internal Medicine

Michael 
Weintraub, MD
Neurology

Louis Vizioli, MD
Pulmonology, 
Critical Care & 
Internal Medicine

Simi Suri, DO
Obstetrics & 
Gynecology

Swati Sehgal, MD
Hematology & 
Oncology

Joshua Raff, MD
Hematology & 
Oncology

Syed Rahman, MD
Pain Management

Tejas Patel, MD
Internal Medicine, 
Nephrology & 
Hypertension

Samantha 
Lowe, MD
Pediatrics

Kay Lovig, MD
Endocrinology, 
Diabetes & 
Metabolism

Ellen Lestz, MD
Pediatrics

Zsolt Kulcsar, DO
Rheumatology

Jeffrey 
Jacobson, MD
Plastic Surgery; 
Hand Surgery

Amy Hua, DO
Neurology


