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Off and Running

Charlie McPhee and the Panthers
Begin Defense of Their Sectional Title
With a Hard-Fought and Dramatic Win
in Front of a Packed House at Ardsley
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horace Greeley quarterback Ryan Flanagan runs 
with the football on the Quakers’ opening drive vs. 
the spring Valley tigers.

sophomore quarterback spencer Rowley drops 
back to pass in Fox Lane’s game against the  John 
Jay patriots.

Fullback Andrew dibiase tries to break a tackle 
as teammate nicholas Martinez looks on in 
Westlake’s home game vs. blind brook.

horace Greeley sophomore danny Meringolo 
returns the opening kick in saturday’s home 
game vs. spring Valley.

Westlake senior daniel Grossman returns a kickoff  
during the Wildcats’ 33-12 win over visiting blind 
brook.

Fox Lane’s Andrew brown takes a handoff  from 
quarterback spencer Rowley during the Foxes’ 
lopsided loss to host John Jay on saturday night.                  

Fox Lane senior brandon Jordan runs with the 
football early in the third quarter of  saturday 
night’s game at John Jay of  East Fishkill.

Westlake quarterback Rob dinota looks down the 
field for an open receiver in the second quarter of  
saturday’s 33-12 rout of  blind brook.

Joshua olsen of  Fox Lane tries to run past dylan 
burnett of  John Jay in the first half  of  saturday’s 
game, won by the host patriots.

Matt nagler of  Greeley finds some running room 
during saturday’s game against spring Valley. the 
Quakers lost 34-28 in overtime on their brand 
new turf  field.

Fox Lane running back Joseph Albanese carries 
the football in the first half  of  the Foxes’ season-
opening game up at John Jay high school.

focus on
F O O T B A L L 
W e e k  O n e
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By Danny Lopriore
Locked in a game-long battle for 

yardage, the Pleasantville defense made 
big plays in big spots, including the 
block of a last-minute field goal try in a 
7-6 opening-day victory over Ardsley on 
Saturday afternoon.

“The defense is always a little ahead 
at this point in the season,” Pleasantville 
coach Tony Becerra said. “The defense 
bent a little but didn’t break. We had 
drives that stalled for whatever reason. 
But the defense picked everybody up.”

The defending Section 1 and state 
regional Class B champion Panthers (1-
0) scored just once, on a 23-yard run 
by Charlie McPhee late in the second 
quarter, and added the extra point kick 
by quarterback/kicker Jack Howe for the 
difference in the game. Ardsley’s missed 
extra point earlier in the game proved to 
be the difference.

“Our offense just determined we had 
to run the ball,” McPhee said. “The line 
has to win up front and I just felt I had to 
get those extra yards. I’ve developed into 
a runner that you aren’t going to get on 
the first shot. It was important in a close 
game today.”

Ardsley took the ball down to the 
Pleasantville 20-yard line in the final 50 
seconds and tried for a game-winning 
33-yard field goal on fourth down, but 
junior linebacker Nolan Egan pushed 
through the line, jumped, and blocked the 
potential game winner.

“I didn’t play my best,” Egan said. “We 
played well as a unit, but we have to get 
better. On the field goal try, I just went in 
saying I was going to block it and I got it. 
I jumped over some legs. It was a great 
feeling to help the team win.”

McPhee, who rushed for a game-high 
168 yards on 33 carries, broke several 
tackles to finish a 15-play, 71-yard 
drive that produced Pleasantville’s first 
touchdown of the new season. Ardsley 
had opened the scoring on the previous 
possession with a 42-yard touchdown 
pass from quarterback Julian McGarvey 
to receiver Vincent Manzi for a 6-0 lead.

Both teams moved the ball but failed 
to finish drives. Ardsley’s McGarvey used 
his receivers, Manzi and Jason Solano, 
to grab big chunks of yardage, but the 

Pleasantville defense made several stops 
on third and fourth down to keep the 
home team from scoring.

Pleasantville held Ardsley’s star 
running back Glenmour Osbourne, who 
rushed for more than 1800 yards last year, 
to just 61 yards.

Ardsley coach Dan DiFalco, who saw 
his team lose to Pleasantville twice last 
year by scores of 31-0 and 26-0, was proud 
of his team but frustrated at the close loss.

“We didn’t connect on a couple of balls 
(passes) and any coach worth his salt 
knows we had to pass some with their 
defense stacking to stop Glenmour,” 
DiFalco said. “I’m very proud of our 
defense. The defense won us a couple of 
games last year. We knew we couldn’t 
pitch a shutout against them, but we held 
them to one score, more than you can 
expect.”

Pleasantviille quarterback Jack Howe, 
who made the start after returning 
from a lacrosse injury suffered in May, 
completed 9 of 20 passes for 66 yards. 
Receiver Declan McDermott caught five 
Howe passes for 55 yards.

Pleasantville, 11-1 last season en route 
to a Class B state championship run that 
ended with a loss to Glens Falls in the 
state semifinals, hosts Nanuet Friday at 7 
p.m.

Quarterback Jack howe throws a long pass during 
pleasantville’s season-opening 7-6 victory.

the panthers’ declan Mcdermott runs the football up the middle in the third quarter of  saturday’s 
game.

pleasantville defensive players, left to right, nick salzarulo, Jadan Kammer, cullen dell and Zenun hoti 
wait near the line of  scrimmage for Ardsley’s offensive unit to break its huddle.

pleasantville running back charlie Mcphee carries 
the ball in the second half  of  saturday’s game at 
Ardsley.

pleasantville lineman nolan Egan (58) blocks 
a potential game-winning field goal in the final 
minute of  saturday’s game vs. Ardsley.

Pleasantville Defense Anchors an Opening-Day Victory
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focus on
2017 U.S.  OPEN

Week One

Roger Federer, bidding for his 20th Grand slam 
title, hits a forehand volley during his five-set win 
over Mikhail youzhny in the second round.

Venus Williams, already a finalist at two slam 
tournaments in 2017, has advanced to the 
quarterfinals.

Wimbledon champion Garbine Muguruza, seeded 
third, fell to petra Kvitova in straight sets in Arthur 
Ashe stadium on sunday evening.

Alex Zverev, seeded fourth and expected to make 
a deep run this year, was eliminated in the second 
round by borna coric before a capacity crowd on 
Grandstand court.

Maria sharapova, returning from a lengthy ban, 
won three matches in Ashe stadium before getting 
ousted by 16th-seeded Anastasija sevastova on 
sunday.

second-seeded simona halep had the misfortune 
of  drawing Maria sharapova in the first round and 
was out of  the tournament after day one.

Angie Kerber, the defending women’s champion, 
was ousted by Japan’s naomi osaka in the 
opening round.

top-seeded Rafael nadal hits a backhand in his 
opening-round victory vs. serbia’s dusan Lajovic 
last tuesday afternoon.

18-year-old phenom denis shapovalov won three 
qualifying matches, then drew a lot of  attention 
with his style and charisma as he reached the 
fourth round.

sixth-seeded dominic thiem hits a backhand 
return during his straight-sets win over taylor 
Fritz on thursday afternoon.

Karolina pliskova, the top seed and 2016 finalist, 
has advanced to the quarterfinals.

Juan Martin del potro, the 2009 open champion, 
won his first three matches, setting up a Labor 
day round-of-16 showdown with dominic thiem.
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Mercurial nick Kyrgios lost in four sets to 
Australia’s John Millman on the temporary 
Armstrong stadium in the first round.

Ana Konjuh, seeded 21st, scampers across the 
court to hit a forehand in her first-round loss to 
Ashleigh barty of  Australia.

15th-seeded Madison Keys belts a forehand 
return during her second-round win over tatjana 
Maria on the temporary Armstrong stadium.

Rising American taylor Fritz celebrates during his 
opening-round victory vs. Marcos baghdatis.

seventh-seeded Grigor dimitrov won his opening 
match in straight sets, then was knocked out 
of  the tournament by promising young Russian 
Andrey Rublev.

Aga Radwanska, the women’s 10th seed, hits 
a backhand in her second-round match last 
thursday on court 17.

Jelena ostapenko, the reigning French open 
champion, returns a serve in her opening-round 
match on Ashe stadium.

Anastasija sevastova, reaching for a backhand return in her first-round match, has 
advanced to the quarterfinals after beating Maria sharapova on sunday.

Veteran david Ferrer had a short stay in Flushing Meadows, losing 
to diego schwartzman of  Argentina in the opening round on day 
one.

coco Vandeweghe defeated Lucie safarova in the 
round of  16 on Labor day as she bids for her first 
appearance in a Grand slam final.

Marin cilic, the 2014 champion at Flushing 
Meadows, was eliminated from the wide open 
bottom half  of  the draw when he lost in the third 
round.

tomas berdych, seeded 15th, follows through on 
a backhand in his opening-round win over Ryan 
harrison.
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the new members of the Westchester 
Sports Hall of Fame, which honors 
outstanding men and women in 
professional and amateur sports.

“The athletes, coaches, journalists and 
other notables recognized by the Hall 
of Fame have set an example for our 
community, especially for the young 
people who look up to them,” said County 
Executive Rob Astorino who announced 
the new inductees last week. “This is 
our way to recognize the enormous 
contributions they have made to sports 
and the future.”

The Hall of Fame selection committee 
has named Frank McLaughlin, Rick 
O’Keeffe, Jimmy Roberts, Paul Natale and 
Rich Leaf to the 2017 class.

McLaughlin was the longtime athletic 
director at Fordham University, his alma 
mater, where he was also a star basketball 
player and a New York Knicks draftee. He 
was head coach at Harvard and coached 
with Digger Phelps at Fordham and Notre 
Dame. McLaughlin began his career in 
the early 1970s and continues today as 
Fordham’s vice president of student affairs 
for athletic alumni relations and external 
affairs.

O’Keeffe had a 27-7 record with a 0.40 
ERA, five no-hitters and a perfect game 
for Yorktown High School, where he 
also batted .438. The Milwaukee Brewers 

drafted him fifth in the nation straight 
out of high school in 1975. He played 209 
games in the minor leagues (53-51) over a 
nine-year span.

Roberts, a White Plains High School 
graduate, is best known for his work as 
a sportscaster with NBC and ABC. He 
has covered the World Series, the Super 
Bowl, the NBA Finals, the Olympics and 
the Masters golf tournament, winning 13 
Emmy awards. He remains active after 
starting his career in 1975.

Natale coached baseball and football at 
Hendrick Hudson High School beginning 
in 1971 and his career spanned 35 years. 
He had more than 500 wins as a baseball 
coach. Natale now volunteers as an 
adaptive physical education coach with 
challenged veterans at the Montrose VA 
and is involved with “Play for Freedom,” 
working with veterans suffering from Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder.

Leaf, a Scarsdale High School graduate, 
is known as “The Voice of the County 
Center.” He has been the announcer for 
the Section 1 boys’ and girls’ basketball 
tournaments for 36 years. He is also 
the announcer for Iona College men’s 
and women’s basketball, Scarsdale and 
Mamaroneck basketball and numerous 
tournaments. In addition, he has been 
officiating soccer since 1981 and is the 
current president of the Westchester-

Putnam Approved Soccer Officials 
Association.

The Hall of Fame honors outstanding 
professional and amateur sportsmen and 
sportswomen, living or deceased, who 
have gained prominence in their fields and 
who have made substantial contributions 
to sports in Westchester County. Since 
its establishment, the organization has 
inducted more than 200 individuals.   

 The 50th anniversary induction dinner 
will be held on Thursday, Oct. 19, at the 
County Center in White Plains. The 

reception is at 5:30 p.m. with the ceremony 
to follow at 7 p.m. To attend, contact Kevin 
Cook at kdc2@westchestergov.com.

In addition, all past inductees are invited 
for the golden anniversary celebration. 
They may contact Cook as should anyone 
with current contact information for 
previous inductees.

The Westchester Sports Hall of Fame 
is sponsored by Westchester County 
Parks. The plaques of the members are on 
display at the County Center.

County Announces 2017 Westchester Sports Hall of Fame Inductees
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the Quakers’ benjamin cannon considers his 
options as he surveys the field during Friday’s 
game against the host patriots.

Greeley’s Eli peretz battles for possession of  the 
ball along the right sideline in Friday afternoon’s 
game at John Jay of  East Fishkill.

horace Greeley’s harris Allen searches for open 
teammates before booting the ball in Friday 
afternoon’s game.

the Quakers’ William seidman scans the field in 
search of  a teammate to pass to during Friday’s 
0-0 tie.

Matt Lafortezza settles the ball near midfield in 
the Quakers’ season opener in East Fishkill.

Ryan sullivan of  Greeley controls the ball in the 
second half  of  the Quakers’ 0-0 season-opening 
tie against John Jay.

John Jay goalie chris preston tries to knock the 
ball away from Greeley’s Matt Lafortezza after a 
Quaker corner kick in the second half  of  Friday 
afternoon’s game.

Greeley’s Zachary dulman gains control of  the 
ball late in the first half  vs. host John Jay.

Greeley soccer players huddle just before the start of  overtime in the season opener at John Jay. the 
Quakers settled for a scoreless tie vs. the patriots after 90 minutes of  play.

Jonathan seidman gets set to pass the ball early in the second half  of  horace Greeley’s scoreless tie 
against the John Jay patriots.
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Wildcat Walt z

Westlake QB Rob DiNota Carries the Ball
in Saturday’s 33-12 Season-Opening Win


