
ExaminerSports

An
dy

 JA
co

bs
 p

ho
to

Parkway Pounding
Jack Minerva Breaks Free for Extra Yardage
as Pleasantville Overwhelms Blind Brook
on Homecoming Night at Parkway Field
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By Andy Jacobs
Just when it seemed the Valhalla 

football team had some hope of climbing 
back into Friday night’s game against 
Westlake, the door slammed shut on the 
Vikings’ comeback bid. 

In the blink of an eye, two consecutive 
plays early in the third quarter turned 
into a 14-point swing that all but ended 
any doubt about the outcome. Senior 
quarterback Rob DiNota ran for three 
touchdowns as the visiting Wildcats went 
on to a 42-7 rout and improved to 3-0 
with their biggest game of the regular 
season just a week away. 

“These kids did a great job this week 
getting ready for this football game,” said 
Wildcats coach John Castellano shortly 
after the anticlimactic fourth quarter had 
come to an end. “I gave ‘em a lot of stuff 
to deal with and they dealt with it like 
champions.”

Two late touchdowns in the second 
quarter had stretched Westlake’s lead to 
28-7 at halftime, but the Vikings, now 
1-2 this season, opened the third quarter 
by recovering an onside kick right at 
midfield. Seven plays later, they appeared 
about to make a dent in the Westlake lead 
as star running back Michael Ferraro 
carried the ball close to the end zone. 

But the ball slipped free just as he 
reached the goal line and the Wildcats 
recovered it for a touchback. On first 
down, DiNota, who had already run for 
a pair of touchdowns in the opening half, 
scampered down the right sideline for an 
80-yard score that put an emphatic end to 
the evening’s suspense.

“The game came down to three or four 
big plays,” said Valhalla coach Stephen 
Boyer, referring to a key interception late 
in the first half and then the dramatic 
turn of events in the third quarter that 
put a halt to the Vikings’ chances. “The 
end of the half, between that play and 
then we went down the field and fumbled 
at the 1-yard line into the end zone. And 

the next play, the kid went 80 yards and 
there’s your game.”

“We got a big break on the goal line 
there,” conceded the Wildcats’ Castellano. 
“That’s defense, and we capitalized on it. 
Rob came right back and went 80 yards. 
That kind of sealed it for us.”

The Wildcats had jumped out to a 7-0 
lead just over five minutes into the game 
as Thomas Iazzetta capped their six-
play, 47-yard initial drive with a 14-yard 
touchdown run and DiNota added the 
extra point. But the Vikings answered 
by going 67 yards in six plays in just over 
two minutes, getting on the scoreboard 
as Ralph Gonzalez III found Luke Ursillo 
over the middle for a 30-yard touchdown 
pass. 

The teams were still tied at 7-7 as the 
first quarter came to an end, but the 
Wildcats were in the midst of a seven-
minute drive that would cover 67 yards 
and finish with DiNota spinning his way 
three yards into the end zone to give 
Westlake the lead for good. 

“This is the third game in a row where 
somebody’s answering a score and we find 
a way to come right back,” said Castellano. 
“It happened in the first game against 
Blind Brook, it happened last week and 
tonight. When they tied it up, we came 
right down the field and scored again.”

The Wildcats stretched their advantage 
to 14 points with a six-play, 90-yard drive 
that concluded with Andrew DeBiase 
running 10 yards up the middle for a 
touchdown with just under two minutes 
left in the half. DeBiase’s TD was set up 
by a DiNota 24-yard pass down the left 
sideline that Iazzetta somehow managed 
to grab even though it was deflected in 
traffic. 

Suddenly trailing 21-7 with 1:50 left 
before intermission, the Vikings tried to 
respond as they started from their own 
36-yard line. But a pass by Gonzalez over 
the middle on first down was picked off 
by Dylan Ahern, who was tackled at the 
Vikings’ 33. Just three plays later, DiNota 
ran left for a 14-yard touchdown and 
Westlake built a 28-7 halftime cushion.

“You’re down two touchdowns at that 
time,” said Boyer, asked if he had any 

second thoughts about passing the ball 
late in the half. “I mean, do you just run 
the ball when you’re down 14? We tried to 
make something happen. The quarterback 
made a read and the kid jumped inside 
the slant and made a play.”

The Vikings’ misfortune late in the 
second quarter carried over to the third 
with the goal-line fumble that set the stage 
for DiNota’s electrifying run. Westlake 
closed the evening’s scoring with a 
six-yard touchdown run by Nicholas 
Martinez to cap a 10-play, 78-yard drive 
that ate up seven minutes of clock and 
gave the Wildcats a 35-point lead heading 
to the fourth quarter. 

“That’s a good team,” said Castellano 
about the vanquished Vikings. “There’s 
a lot of great athletes over there. I’m up 
all night trying to figure out a way to stop 

Ferrara.”
“We’ve just got to regroup, put a hard 

week in next week, get better each day,” 
said Boyer, whose Vikings now prepare 
to face unbeaten Edgemont. “I tell the 
kids you’ve got to push the needle. We’ve 
either got to go one way or the other, but 
we’ve got to start moving the needle in the 
right direction, especially against these 
very good teams.”

The Wildcats, meanwhile, await their 
showdown with defending sectional 
champion Pleasantville on Saturday 
afternoon. The clash is sure to draw plenty 
of attention, but Castellano, for one, is not 
about to get caught up in the hype.

“To be honest with you, it’s a football 
game,” he said. “I know it’s Pleasantville, 
but it’s a football game. It’s the middle 
of the season. It’s another football game. 
You know, we just wanna come out and 
play OUR GAME. If we play our game 
and they’re better than us, they’re better 
than us. But it’s gonna be a helluva game, 
I think.”

Valhalla quarterback Ralph Gonzalez carries the 
football in the first half  of  Friday’s home game vs. 
the Wildcats.

Westlake quarterback Rob dinota throws a pass 
during Friday night’s win over Valhalla. he ran for 
three touchdowns. Westlake running back thomas Iazzetta picks up 

some yardage on the Wildcats’ opening drive at 
Valhalla on Friday evening.

Westlake Rolls to a Victory Over the Vikings

Andy JAcobs photos

Michael Ferrara of  Valhalla runs with the football in the second half  as Westlake’s tyler Eglauf  tries to 
make a tackle.

the Wildcats’ charles Greco finds some running 
room as he carries the ball in the fourth quarter 
vs. host Valhalla.
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By Danny Lopriore
Nick Salzarulo was everywhere 

Saturday night, making big defensive 
stops and lugging the ball on offense to 
anchor Pleasantville’s 38-6 victory over 
visiting Blind Brook on Homecoming 
Day.

The senior fullback/linebacker heard 
his No. 32 repeated by the public address 
announcer over and over again as he led 
the Panthers’ defense by recovering a 
fumble, making numerous tackles and  
rushing for 45 yards and a touchdown on 
offense.

“We knew they did a lot of option 
offense, but we came prepared and 
once we got over the Homecoming Day 
distractions, we played together as a 
defense,” Salzarulo said. “The defense 
played well, especially our guys coming 
up as juniors. We practice first whistle, 
the guy makes the play; second whistle, 
11 hats to the ball. We want to tire the 
offenses out.”

The defending Section 1, Class B 
champion Panthers upped their record to 
3-0 and now head for a showdown with 
unbeaten rival Westlake (3-0) Saturday 
afternoon at 1:30 at Westlake.

“We know what to expect with 
Westlake because they are so well coached 
and make very few mistakes,” Panthers 
coach Tony Becerra said. “We have to be 
disciplined, and just like with Blind Brook 
stick with our keys and assignments. The 
defense has been able to deal with the 
option offense for the most part.”

The home team opened the scoring 
with a 22-yard field goal by quarterback/
kicker Jack Howe in the first quarter as the 
Panthers’ offense stalled early. Howe, who 
threw for 103 yards and a touchdown, 
also made all six of his point-after kicks.

But it was No. 32 who got the 
Homecoming crowd going when he 
recovered a fumble to stop a Blind Brook 
drive inside the Panthers’ 20-yard line late 
in the second quarter. The Panther offense 
answered the wake-up call, scoring on the 
very next play when running back Jared 
Wilens raced 83 yards for a touchdown 
and a 9-0 lead.

“Our offense has been getting more 
comfortable with both the running and 
passing game,” Salzarulo said. “The 
defense has to be consistent to compliment 
the offense. I try to take some of the load 
off (Charlie McPhee), who runs the ball 
so hard and is such a good running back. 
We need guys to step up to give him a 
break and I’m willing to do that.”

Blind Brook responded quickly, using 

a pass on a fake punt to set up a short 
touchdown run and the Panthers’ lead 
was cut to 10-6 at halftime.

“Jared’s run was a big play that got us 
going,” Becerra said. “He is a sophomore 
and is one of our speed guys. Howe is 
getting the ball to receivers in open spots 
and that helps with the running game as 
well. We are getting contributions from 
the running back group, Nick, Jared and 
Danny (Minerva).”

Pleasantville came out of the halftime 
locker room fired up. Howe hit an 
elusive Charlie McPhee with a 40-yard 
touchdown strike for a 17-6 lead and the 
defense, led by Salzarulo, Tim Driscoll, 
Cullen Dell and James Daniele stopped 
Blind Brook again. Jaden Kammer was 
also a regular visitor to the Blind Brook 
backfield making big plays.

A 14-yard pass from Howe to Declan 
McDermott led to a five-yard touchdown 
run by McPhee, who gained 66 yards on 
14 carries in the game, and the Panthers 
opened up a 24-6 lead with 11 minutes 
remaining. McDermott busted a 51-yard 
scoring run to make the score 31-6 and 
Salzarulo completed the scoring with a 
6-yard run.

“I’d say our success is based on our 
conditioning,” said Salzarulo. “You have to 
have that inner strength to push through 
late in games. We do at least 45 minutes of 

conditioning through each practice and 
we also do strength circuits Monday and 
Thursday to stay strong.”

No. 32 was already looking toward 
Westlake before leaving the field.

“Westlake is so well coached and does 
so many things well,” he said. “We have 
to each do our job, not make mistakes 
and handle their option offense. It is a big 
challenge.”

the panthers’ declan Mcdermott runs for a 
touchdown in the fourth quarter vs. visiting blind 
brook.

pleasantville junior quarterback Jack howe gets 
set to throw a long pass in saturday night’s 
lopsided win over blind brook.

sophomore running back Jared Wilens gets past 
blind brook’s Joseph denn on his way to an 83-
yard touchdown during saturday’s pleasantville 
win at parkway Field.

Workhorse Salzarulo Lifts the Panthers to a Victory
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pleasantville’s Jack Minerva carries the ball in 
the first quarter of  saturday night’s 38-6 home 
victory.
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Fox Lane first-singles player Leah tuluca follows 
through on a backhand return during her match 
Friday vs. Ellie Margolin of  byram hills.

Westlake players, left to right, samantha castellano, Julia Remo, Vanessa Lembo and nicole desimone 
form a wall in front of  goalie susan pinchiaroli in last Wednesday’s home game vs. Valhalla.

Abby bayuk of  Fox Lane starts her service motion in her match at second singles against dana d’onofrio 
of  byram hills.

Ally Waldman of Fox Lane concentrates on a forehand in Friday’s first-doubles match vs. visiting byram hills.

Michela brittis-tannenbaum of  Fox Lane serves 
the ball during her match at first doubles on 
Friday afternoon. Westlake sophomore samantha castellano gets 

ready to boot the ball during the Wildcats’ home 
game vs. Valhalla.

Fox Lane’s Allesandra brittis-tannenbaum 
reaches up to hit a forehand return during her 
match at third singles on Friday afternoon.

Valhalla’s Gianna Iuni settles the ball in the Vikings’ 
road game last week vs. rival Westlake.

Valhalla goalkeeper cassandra thomas moves 
quickly to her right to make a save in last 
Wednesday’s game at Westlake.

Juliana castellano of  Westlake takes the ball up 
the right sideline during last week’s game vs. the 
Valhalla Vikings.
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briarcliff  quarterback henry Anderson is 
pressured by Ardsley’s Jordi delgado as he 
throws the football in saturday’s game.

christina skrzypczak of  pleasantville surveys the 
field as she controls the ball in saturday’s game.

Ian becker finds himself  in the end zone with a 
touchdown reception for briarcliff’s lone score in 
saturday’s home game vs. Ardsley.

dana d’onofrio of  byram hills hits a backhand 
volley during her match at second singles on 
Friday vs. host Fox Lane. Ardsley star running back Glenmour Leonard-osbourne Jr., who scored three touchdowns saturday, 

tries to elude briarcliff/hamilton defensive back Jayson bernard.

devon Wolfe of  byram hills gets ready to hit a 
backhand return during her match at first doubles 
on Friday afternoon.

briarcliff’s dan cavanagh turns upfield after 
making a catch in saturday’s loss to Ardsley.

pleasantville sophomore Jade Farina sends a 
shot toward the hen hud goal in saturday’s 4-2 
panther victory.

pleasantville sophomore midfielder sophie Ruhl 
wins a race to the ball during the panthers’ home 
win over hendrick hudson on saturday.

nick Reish of  briarcliff  leaves Ardsley’s Anthony 
decicco behind as he runs with the football in the 
second half  of  saturday’s game.

byram hills’ Ellie Margolin smacks a forehand in 
her first-singles match on Friday afternoon vs. Fox 
Lane’s Leah tuluca.

tori craig of  pleasantville moves the ball across 
the field in saturday afternoon’s 4-2 victory.
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By Tony Pinciaro
When Sarah Bard was presented with 

an opportunity to play field hockey in 
college and have an integral role in the 
program’s development, the former 
Lakeland standout jumped at it.

Bard chose Pace University, which was 
debuting field hockey in the fall of 2015.

“For a new program, I knew it wasn’t 
going to be easy because we were going 
to be young, but coming from a great 
high school program, I was up for the 
challenge,” said Bard, a member of four 
Lakeland state-championship teams.

Bard and her teammates, including 
three fellow Section 1 players — 
Brewster’s Carly Corbett and Mahopac’s 
Jane Kasparian and Kim Schiera —  have 
made tremendous strides in the program’s 
first two years.

Pace went 6-12 in its maiden season 
and then last year the Setters finished 9-9. 
The Setters have raised their collective 
level of play and are currently 5-0 this 
season. Pace opened with a 6-0 win 
over St. Thomas Aquinas, also a third-
year program, then defeated Southern 
Connecticut State 5-1 and recently 
triumphed over Assumption 1-0 on a 
Jenna Sanossian goal in the second half.

Pace coach Kayte Kinsley was no 
stranger to building a program. The 
former Putnam Valley standout and 
starter on the Tigers’ 2005 New York 
State Class B championship team was the 
architect of Mercy College’s field hockey 
team, which premiered in 2010. That 
experience gave Kinsley an advantage 
when she was named Pace’s coach in 2016.

“Starting the field hockey program 
at Mercy College has been one of my 
greatest coaching honors and there is no 
doubt that experience has given me the 
tools and resources to be successful at 
Pace University,” said Kinsley, an Adelphi 

graduate. “Trying to put a new program 
on the map doesn’t happen overnight, but 
it is something that definitely gets easier 
after years of laying the groundwork. I 
have learned to be patient and appreciative 
of the fact that I get to build it from the 
ground up.”

Kinsley put her Section 1 roots to work, 
enabling her to land Bard, Kasparian, 
Schiera and Corbett.

“It’s exciting to see how far Section 1 
field hockey has grown over the years,” 
Kinsley said. “I had one of the greatest 
field hockey experiences at Putnam Valley 
and it’s special to get to coach in the area 
I grew up in. There are so many talented 
field hockey teams and a large pool of 
athletes who have the ability to play at the 
collegiate level.

“Having four former Section 1 field 
hockey players on our team allows us to 
show many more local athletes that they 
can attend a school in their back yard, 
play for a really competitive program 
and get a top-of-the-line education,” she 
added. “It’s the best of both worlds. The 
Section I players we have on our team 

are extremely talented; 
their technical skills 
and knowledge of the 
game prove that they 
are being coached by 
very dedicated high 
school coaches.”

Kasparian, who 
has one goal and one 
assist this season, 
Corbett and Schiera 
are midfielders, while 
Bard plays defense.

Along with the 
Section 1 quartet, 
Kinsley has gone 
international with 
three players from 
the Netherlands and 
one from Germany. 
She has also cultivated 
seven players from 
Pennsylvania.

Bard agrees with her 
coach when it comes 
to Section 1 players. 

She also noted that some Section 1 players 
attended the Pace field hockey clinics and 
are interested in the school and program.

“I knew of Jane and Carly before I 
came to Pace,” said Bard, a finance major. 
“I knew they were great players having 
played against them and having scouted 
them. All the teams in Section 1 are always 
putting in the extra effort. If you come 
from Section 1, you’re going to know how 
to play the game and play it well.”

The program’s rise, in two short years, 
is not surprising. Six wins in its inaugural 
year, followed by nine wins and a .500 
record in year two, gave Kinsley optimism 
heading into 2017.

“In just two seasons this team has 
already experienced great success,” 
Kinsley said. “As we transition into our 
third year, I am very optimistic and 
excited about where this program is 
headed. We have a team full of dedicated, 
hardworking student-athletes who excel 
both on the field and in the classroom.

“In order to continue growing and 
moving forward, it’s important for our 

upperclassmen to be challenged. We 
brought in a really strong freshman class, 
which makes everyone have to continue 
working to bring their game to the next 
level. One of the things I am most proud 
about is seeing these ladies grow into 
mature young women who represent the 
school and our field hockey program to 
the highest degree.”

Bard transferred to Boston University 
for her sophomore year, but stayed in 
touch by watching Pace’s games online. 
This made her realize she missed playing, 
so Bard decided to return for her junior 
year. Bard has earned a starting role on 
defense, which allowed just one goal 
through the first three games.

“We come to practice every day to work 
hard and we’re playing better and better 
every game,” Bard said. “After an amazing 
two and a half weeks of preseason, we’re 
connected and this has made us a very 
good team.”

the setters’ Jane Kasparian, a graduate of  
Mahopac high school, moves the ball across the 
field in last week’s win over Mercy.

pace University head coach Kayte Kinsley talks 
to her field hockey team at halftime of  last 
Wednesday’s game at Mercy.

sarah bard, a former star at Lakeland high school, 
gets set to pass the ball in pace University’s 3-1 
win over Mercy.

the setters’ paige predmore takes the ball up the field early in the second 
half  of  last Wednesday afternoon’s game at Mercy college. pace University junior Katrina Mikitish gets ready to fire a shot at the goal in the setters’ 3-1 win over 

the Mercy college Mavericks.

Pace Field Hockey Winning With a Local Touch
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For the third time in franchise history, 
the Hudson Valley Renegades are 
champions of the New York-Penn League. 

Pitchers Drew Strotman and Andrew 
Gist combined on a one-hitter Thursday 
night and shortstop Taylor Walls 
continued his torrid playoff hitting with 
a home run in a five-run second inning 
as the Renegades defeated the host 
Vermont Lake Monsters 6-0, completing 
a two-game sweep of the best-of-three 
championship series. 

The Renegades had grabbed a 1-0 lead 
in the series on Wednesday night by 
emerging with a 3-2 victory in 13 innings 
at Dutchess Stadium. A sacrifice fly by 
Brendan McKay drove home Walls with 
the winning run and set the stage for 
Hudson Valley to capture its first title in 
five years just 24 hours later. 

The sweep of the Lake Monsters after 
the Renegades had beaten the Staten 
Island Yankees two games to one in the 
opening round of the playoffs capped a 
season in which they had to overcome 
an early 11-game losing streak that sent 
them spiraling to the bottom of the NY-

Penn League’s McNamara Division. 
Hudson Valley was still a couple of 

games under .500 after a loss to State 
College on August 8 before a 14-game 
win streak, built on a foundation of stellar 
starting pitching, turned its fortunes 
around and put the team in contention 
for a wild-card berth. 

The Renegades finished the regular 
season two and a half games behind 
first-place Staten Island, but advanced to 
the championship series by topping the 
Yankees 7-1 on the road last Tuesday in the 
deciding third game of the opening round 
of playoffs. McKay pitched five innings 
of one-hit ball and Zac Law provided a 
three-run double in the seventh inning 
that sealed the outcome.

P E R F E C T
G A M E !

pitcher declan bruder of  pleasantville proved to be unhittable on saturday 
evening. on the mound for the sherman park 9U Wildcats in the second 
game of  a doubleheader at Volunteer Field, he struck out all 12 batters he 
faced. bruder threw 51 pitches in his four innings as the Wildcats defeated 
the Kent White sox 20-0 in a game shortened by mercy rule. 

hudson Valley first baseman Justin bridgman 
tracks a pop-up during the Renegades’ 3-2 win in 
13 innings over the Lake Monsters.

the Renegades’ oscar Rojas flies out to left field 
to end the second inning in last Wednesday’s 
playoff  win over Vermont.

the Renegades’ taylor Walls is tagged out at 
home plate by Vermont catcher Iolana Akau in the 
fifth inning of  Wednesday’s championship-round 
playoff  game at dutchess stadium.

hudson Valley’s Vidal brujan motors toward third 
base during the 3-2 win over Vermont in extra 
innings last Wednesday.

Austin Franklin delivers a pitch for the hudson 
Valley Renegades in the first game of  their best-
of-three championship series vs. the Vermont 
Lake Monsters.

brendan McKay, the fourth pick in the 2017 MLb 
draft, drove in the winning run in the first game 
of  the best-of-three title series vs. Vermont with a 
13th-inning sac fly.

Renegades third baseman deion tansel chases 
a pop fly down the left-field line in last week’s 
playoff  win at dutchess stadium.

Renegades Defeat Vermont to Win NY-Penn League Title
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O n e - W a y 
T r a f f i c

Thomas Iaz zetta and the Wildcats
Rout the Host Valhalla Vikings 42-7
Under the Lights on Friday Evening
to Remain Unbeaten This Season


