
By Anna Young
Westchester County legislators plan to 

vote on a revised Immigrant Protection 
Act on Aug. 7, a bill that is intended 
to restrain the county from using its 
resources for immigration enforcement.

The decision to move the vote to early 
next month came just hours before the 
Board of Legislators had tentatively 
scheduled a vote at its meeting Monday 
night.

However, during the board’s 
Legislation Committee meeting Monday 
afternoon, legislators came to a consensus 
that language needed to be tightened 
before it could go to the full body. Also, 
advocates for the immigrant community 
had inadvertently scheduled a meeting 
Monday afternoon with County 

Executive Rob Astorino and his staff at 
the same time the Legislation Committee 
convened.

“This is a piece of legislation that has 

By Anna Young
Barile Gallagher & Associates 

Consulting Engineers celebrated the 
next chapter in the firm’s nearly 45-year 
legacy last Thursday by opening a new 
state-of-the-art corporate headquarters 
in Pleasantville. 

Unhappy with their location in White 
Plains, partners Laurence Barile and 
Paul Gallagher relocated to 39 Marble 
Ave. and designed an energy-efficient 
building from the ground up that serves 
as a model of sustainability. 

“We weren’t connected to the 
community in White Plains,” said Barile, 
whose father Pat Barile was a founding 
partner along with Tom Damiano in the 
company formerly known as Damiano 
Barile Engineers. “The great thing about 

Pleasantville is that everything is right 
here.”

By Anna Young
The Horace Greeley High School 

assistant principal who filed a racial 
discrimination lawsuit last year against the 
Chappaqua School District is appealing 
a decision by a hearing officer that 
suspended him for two years without pay. 

Michael Taylor, who has been an 
assistant principal at the school since 2004, 
charged that the penalty handed down by 
officer Carol Hoffman as a result of a series 
of 3020a disciplinary hearings held in 
March was excessive and based on flimsy 
evidence following the district’s filing of 13 
disciplinary charges against him.

Taylor’s request, filed on June 28, asked 
the court to vacate the decision. Taylor, 
who is black, has claimed the district 
retaliated against him with a series of petty 
disciplinary charges for filing the federal 
lawsuit.

The latest action mentioned that Taylor 

was not warned or counseled before 
any charges were filed. It also states that 
other district faculty members have never 
been brought up on the types of charges 
imposed against Taylor. 

Charges included bringing his mother 
to work during school hours without 
permission; exercising in a conference 
room prior to a meeting; using crude 
language after students set off a stink 
bomb; interrupting class while sporting 
a Santa necktie; removing a teacher from 
his classroom to meet his mother; offering 
unauthorized counsel regarding depression 
during a parent/teaching conference; 
allowing a student to enter a colleague’s 
empty office without permission; and 
leaving his undergarments to dry on a 
chair in his office during school hours. 

Taylor was charged with misconduct, 
conduct unbecoming of an administrator 
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County lawmakers and commissioners from 
several Westchester agencies met last week 
to revise the proposed Immigrant Protection 
Act. A vote on the measure by the full Board of  
Legislators has been pushed to Aug. 7.

The Mount Kisco Lions Club will 
hold its sixth annual Downtown 
Thunder event this Sunday 
morning, a nearly 70-mile 
motorcycle ride throughout 
northern Westchester that 
begins at Mount Kisco Village 
Hall and ends at the Boys & 
Girls Club on East Main Street. 
Bob Scopelliti, a Lions Club past 
president who helped create the 
event, is shown here with fellow 
club member Becky Davidson, 
on back of  the bike. Proceeds 
benefit Guiding Eyes for the 
Blind. Bikers are welcome. For 
more information, visit www.
mountkiscolions.org or visit the 
organization’s Facebook page.

Thunder and Lightning

MAUREEN GATES PHOTO
Pleasantville Mayor Peter Scherer, left, and 
Deputy County Executive Kevin Plunkett welcome 
the partners of  Barile Gallagher & Associates 
Consulting Engineers, Laurence Barile and Paul 
Gallagher, to the village last week. Their new 
building, constructed on the old Pizza Hut site, 
features the latest in energy-efficient technology.

146 North Bedford Rd. • Mount Kisco • Tel: 666-3177 Store Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5:30, Sun 10-4
All Sales Final, No Rainchecks, No further discounts. No Guarantees or refunds on sale items. While supplies last.

NURSERY STOCK PERENNIALS ANNUALS HOUSE PLANTS HERBS

TAKE 50% OFF!

50% OFF
TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF!

OUTDOOR
POTS

20% OFF

Michael’s Garden Gate Nursery
Customer Appreciation Sale 

Wednesday July 19th- Sunday August 6th
SEE US ON  

FACEBOOK &  
INSTAGRAM

Fresh Stock Has
Arrived!



July 18 - July 24, 2017 The Examiner2

and neglect of duty. 
“Respondent has made it clear that he is 

not currently fit to carry on his professional 
responsibilities because he has lost sight 
of the fact that his job is to support the 
educational mission of the high school,” 
Hoffman stated in her June 19 report. “His 
actions support a finding of an extreme 
lack of appreciation for the impact of his 
behavior on students, faculty and staff alike 
and warrants serious discipline.”

Hoffman also determined that Taylor 
should seek psychotherapeutic counseling 
during his suspension and provide the 
district with medical proof that he is 
capable of performing his duties prior to 
his return. 

On July 12, the Chappaqua Board of 
Education approved the hiring of the law 
firm of Shaw, Perelson, May & Lambert to 
represent the district in the matter. Calls 
placed to the firm late last week as well as 
Taylor’s attorney, Karen Zdanis, were not 
returned.

The latest litigation also accuses Hoffman 
of penalizing Taylor for his allegations 
of race discrimination and retaliation. 
The alleged incidents standing alone do 
not warrant such severe punishment, the 
complaint said. 

“The penalty issued to Mr. Taylor 
exceeds the hearing officer’s power, 
is otherwise irrational, arbitrary and 
capricious, excessive and shocking to the 
conscience, and should be vacated and 
remanded,” the lawsuit stated. 

While the complaint states that Taylor 
has never been found guilty of any 
previous 3020a charges, he was found 
to have engaged in misconduct in 2013 
for leaving his then nine-year-old child 
unattended in his office while he traveled 
to the Bronx on a personal matter. He 
similarly claimed he was treated more 
severely than other employees who 
brought their children to work. 

“Despite the district’s commencement 
of 3020a charges, it is uncontroverted 
that Mr. Taylor never violated any written 
policy or procedures of the district, and 
it is apparent that he never intentionally 
violated any specific policy,” the lawsuit 
states. 

District administrators are determined 
to move forward after a year of 
controversy surrounding Christopher 
Schraufnagel, the former high school 
drama teacher who pleaded guilty to 
engaging in inappropriate activity with 
several students. 

Greeley H.S. Assistant Principal 
Fights Two-Year Suspension
continued from page 1

Q: Could I benefit from lung cancer screening?    
A: The Low-Dose CT screen for lung cancer is a new 
form of traditional CT (computed tomography) scan. It 
uses a very low dose of radiation to provide unique 3-D 
information about the lungs, detecting ever-smaller 
lung cancers called nodules. Catching lung cancer early, 
when it’s smallest, has the most impact on prognosis 
and survival. Proof is that the LDCT Scan is reducing 
lung cancer deaths by 20 percent.*

If you meet each of these criteria, the screening, which 
is conducted at Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH), 
could potentially save your life: 

• You are between 55 and 74 years old; 
• You have a smoking history of 30 pack years –

meaning, you smoke (or smoked) one pack daily 
for 30 years, two packs daily for 15 years, 
or three packs daily for 10 years; 

• You currently smoke or quit within the past 15 years; 
• You have no symptoms of lung cancer.

Q: Should I be screened if I feel fine? 
A: If you meet the criteria, absolutely. Early-stage lung 
cancer usually presents no symptoms. Here’s why: The 
lung is a relatively large organ. Now picture a marble 
(the nodule) floating within a big balloon. For the marble 

to have a noticeable impact, it must get bigger. Only 
when that marble becomes the size of an acorn or an 
orange, do symptoms develop. That’s why screening 
is vitally important. Remember that most screening results 
are negative. Only a fractional number of people will need 
a biopsy, and a tiny percentage of those will have lung 
cancer. Also keep in mind that a biopsy performed at NWH 
is done using the most up-to-date, minimally invasive 
method possible. If lung cancer is diagnosed, NWH offers 
comprehensive treatment second to none.

Q: Can I afford the advanced LDCT screening? 
A: The screening is covered by Medicare and most 
commercial insurers. If you meet the criteria, and don’t 
have commercial insurance or Medicare, NWH can help – 
with many payment options and below-average pricing. 
If you can benefit from the screening, we make sure 
you get it.

Q: What steps should I take?
A: If you think you meet the criteria, ask your primary care 
physician about ordering an LDCT. If you don’t have a 
referring doctor, NWH’s nurse practitioner will determine 
your eligibility and possibly order an LDCT. NWH is going 
the extra mile to make this potentially life-saving screening 
100 percent accessible to everyone who needs it. 

If You Smoke or Used to Smoke
Advanced screening could save your life...

Christos Stavropoulos, MD, FACS
Chief, Thoracic Surgery Division
Director, Lung Cancer Program, 
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhcancercenter.org

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

To learn more or to make an 
appointment with our Nurse 
Practitioner, call 914.242.7695

After two years of dedication and 
diligent design, the 6,600-square-foot 
building on the site of the old Pizza Hut 
features a super-insulated envelope, 
northern glass for day lighting and views, 
ultra-high efficient heating, ventilation, 
air conditioning (HVAC) and plumbing, 
LED lighting, roof-mounted solar 
electric generation, a 26-kilowatt solar 
installation, panel-level monitoring and 
native plantings. 

“It feels great to finally have our 
own place,” Gallagher said. “This is 
our 45th year and were very grateful 
to Tom Damiano and Pat Barile, who 
started the company, for teaching us 
everything we know as far as being an 
engineer. They were great examples, not 
only as engineers but as honest and fair 
businessman.”

The firm provides consulting 
engineering services for HVAC, 
plumbing, fire protection and electrical 
systems on institutional, commercial, 
municipal, industrial, religious and 
residential projects. 

Representatives from Sunrise Solar 
Solutions, the largest locally owned and 
operated solar company in Westchester, 
was also in attendance, helping to 

celebrate the solar installation their 
company built for the new building. 

Sunrise President and CEO Doug 
Hertz said after years of collaborating 
with Barile and Gallagher on several 
projects, he was eager to design the 
company’s new solar system. 

“When you have a client that’s so well-
informed and involves you from the 
beginning it’s great to see that project 
grow,” Hertz said. “I love the business, 
I get to build systems that save people 
money and help the environment and it’s 
a great feeling to see it all come together 
and work well.”

Local officials also attended and 
Deputy County Executive Kevin Plunkett 
presented the firm with a proclamation 
from County Executive Rob Astorino. 
Plunkett said it’s the small businesses 
such as Barile Gallagher that make the 
difference in communities throughout 
Westchester, Plunkett stated. 

“We’ve been delighted to watch the 
transformation of 39 Marble Ave., and 
we’re very, very happy to welcome Barile 
Gallagher to Pleasantville’s business 
community,” Mayor Peter Scherer said. 
“Their new environmentally-friendly 
building sets a high bar for Pleasantville.”

continued from page 1

Engineering Firm Opens New Green 
Building in Pleasantville 
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By Martin Wilbur
Westchester Community College 

(WCC) students and their families can 
look forward to no tuition increase for 
the upcoming academic year, the fifth 
consecutive year the college and the 
county will keep the cost steady.

County Executive Rob Astorino and 
WCC President Dr. Belinda Miles made 
the announcement Monday morning in 
a joint news conference, renewing their 
commitment to maintain the two-year 
school in Valhalla as an affordable higher 
education option.

“It’s a gateway for many families to 
send their kids to school for the first time, 
and it’s a great college and one whose 
credits transfer to almost any school 
in the country, and so it’s a real good 
savings plan for a lot of families to get 
those credits, and then at some point, if 
they choose to go to a four-year school, 
to transfer there,” said Astorino, who sent 
the county’s portion of the WCC budget 
to the Board of Legislators to review last 
Friday.

Under the plan, the county is scheduled 
to contribute $29.9 million toward 
WCC’s $122 million budget for 2017-
18, up $67,000 over last year. Last year 
the county increased its commitment by 
about $500,000 from the previous year.

Full-time students who are New York 
State residents will continue to pay $4,200 

for the year, Miles said. About 90 percent 
of the college’s nearly 13,000 enrolled 
students are Westchester residents with 
most of the remaining student body 
coming from the Bronx or neighboring 
counties. A small percentage take online 
courses.

Miles said over the past several years 
WCC has gone from among the top five 
most expensive of the 30 community 
colleges in the state university system to 
now being ranked 24th. 

She said her administration and the 
county has worked very hard to examine 
the college’s expenses to keep tuition in 
check, an issue that has gained national 
attention. WCC has also undertaken 
analyses of its facilities and to make sure 
the school builds in efficiencies so there 
are as few unnecessary expenditures as 
possible.

“So we’re really pleased that we’ve 
been able to look internally to realize 
how we can reallocate resources and 
look for increased efficiencies within 
our operations while we’re supporting 
students and increasing pathways either 
on to the workforce directly for those 
who get the associate of applied studies 
or move onto the transfer to (four-year) 
institutions and arriving by taking their 
credits with them,” Miles said.

College tuition costs have been at the 
forefront of a national debate, which is 
also taking place in Westchester. Miles 
said it’s critical for WCC to do its part 
in helping to prevent students from 
plunging deep into debt, especially as 
more of its students come from families 
with food insecurity. The college has also 
opened a pantry to help students from 

needy families, she said. 
Astorino said the Board of Legislators 

could vote to approve the county’s 
portion of funding at the Aug. 1 meeting. 
He said he expects broad support from 
lawmakers.

The county executive mentioned that 
the county and WCC has done its part 
through belt-tightening and longer-
range planning that looks ahead five to 
seven years. Most of all, it helps the next 
generation entering the workforce.

“It’s a great way to not pile on debt and 
get a great education,” Astorino said.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Westchester Community College President Dr. 
Belinda Miles and County Executive Rob Astorino 
announced Monday that there will be no tuition 
increase at the college for 2017-18. 

WCC to Hold Tuition Steady for Fifth Consecutive Year
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been worked on by a lot of different people 
and a lot of different stakeholders and this 
is something that has a lot of clarity as to 
how we behave as a county,” said Majority 
Leader Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining), 
who introduced the bill earlier this year.

Minority Leader Jim Maisano (R-New 
Rochelle) urged his colleagues to examine 
the anticipated revisions from County 
Attorney Robert Meehan and be ready 
to make comments in preparation for an 
Aug. 7 vote.

“This is roll-up-your-sleeves time,” 
Maisano said. “We have a couple of weeks 
to roll up our sleeves. Every legislator 
should review the law, make suggestions, 
let us know what you think. This is the 
time to finish our work because there will 
be no further delays.”

There has been a major push from 
advocates for the Westchester immigrant 
community following President Donald 

Trump’s controversial executive order 
restricting travel by refugees and 
immigrants from seven Muslim majority 
countries. Many immigrants have become 
distrustful of law enforcement authorities 
regardless of status, Borgia said.

In February, the Board of Legislators’ 
Democratic Caucus and Legislator 
Virginia Perez (D-Yonkers) sponsored the 
Immigrant Protection Act, a measure that 
prevents the county from using any of its 
resources to assist in federal investigations 
based on race, gender, religion, ethnicity 
or national origin. 

Last week Deputy County Executive 
Kevin Plunkett and commissioners 
from the departments of social services, 
corrections, public safety and probation 
joined legislators to work on the bill. 
Plunkett said he wanted the bill to be 
crafted with bipartisan support.

“We want to ensure the constitutional 

rights of every resident in Westchester are 
protected,” said Commissioner of Public 
Safety George Longworth. “We also want 
to strike a balance to avoid discouraging 
undocumented immigrants from 
reporting crimes or otherwise seeking the 
assistance of the police.”

Longworth raised concerns regarding 
regulated interagency cooperation 
and the collection of information that 
accompanies standard booking processes 
and ongoing investigations. 

“There are unintended consequences in 
prohibiting certain forms of information 
from being communicated between law 
enforcement agencies,” Lt. Jeffrey Weiss 
added. 

Deputy Commissioner of Corrections 
Justin Pruyne agreed, stating the 
importance of collaborating with outside 
agencies, including Homeland Security, 
the Joint Terrorist Task Force, the 
Secret Service and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, following the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks.

Rocco Pozzi, commissioner of 
probation, voiced similar concerns with 
the previous wording of the bill, which 
could prohibit the sharing of information 
with a federal agency that makes an 
inquiry about someone who commits a 
dangerous crime.  

“Our only concern is that we want to 
continue to work with those agencies that 

come in making inquires about people 
who are dangerous, not only dangerous 
in our communities, but people who are 
a danger to their families,” Pozzi said. “I 
would hope that we would continue to 
cooperate and try to make our community 
safer by being able to get that element of 
individuals that we’re supervising back 
perhaps to where they belong, where 
they cannot harm their families or 
communities anymore.”

Legislator Ben Boykin (D-White 
Plains) added that the bill does not 
prohibit the county from complying with 
federal orders.

If passed, the act would protect 
confidential information shared with 
county departments and would prohibit 
officers from honoring Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) requests that 
lack probable cause. It would also ensure 
that services provided by the county will 
be available to all who are eligible, despite 
immigration status. 

“The drafting of this bill has included 
countless hours of hard work from many 
dedicated immigration advocates and 
activists,” Borgia said. “I look forward to 
our continued work together to get the 
Immigrant Protection Act over the finish 
line.”

Martin Wilbur contributed to this 
article.

County Legislators Advance Proposed Immigrant Protection Act
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P’ville Lions to Host Hole-in-One Contest 
to Benefit Guiding Eyes

The Pleasantville Lions Club 
will hold its sixth annual Hole-
in-One Contest and Raffle to 
benefit Guiding Eyes for the Blind 
this Saturday, July 22, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Parkway Field in 
Pleasantville. Prizes include $1,000 

for a hole-in-one and $100, $75 
and $50 for first, second and third 
closest to the pin. There will also 
be cash raffle prizes. The cost to 
participate is $10 for six balls and 
six raffle tickets or $20 for 18 balls 
and 15 raffle tickets. 
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By Martin Wilbur
The Town of New Castle is applying 

for a series of state grants in hopes 
of defraying downtown Chappaqua 
infrastructure costs and begin studies 
to execute goals under the recently 
approved Comprehensive Plan.

Director of Planning Sabrina Charney 
Hull recommended last week the town 
board pursue Consolidated Funding 
Application (CFA) grant money that 
is available to communities in specific 
categories that would be beneficial to 
the town. 

“Right now, I am listing the goals 
that the grants hit upon,” Hull said. 
“It may not be directly answering the 
action or undertaking the action but the 
effect of the grant application that you 
reviewed a couple of weeks ago when we 
submitted the revitalization initiative.”

Hull identified funds available in 
several key areas that are in line with 
some of the initiatives the town is 
exploring: site yield analysis of town-
owned properties in Chappaqua and 
for privately held land in the Millwood 
business hamlet, irrigation systems 
and stormwater management plans for 
downtown Chappaqua, for which there 
is at least $1 million available.

The discussion touched off some 
debate when Councilwoman Hala 
Makowska, who had unsuccessfully 

asked the board to prioritize some of 
its goals before the new Comprehensive 
Plan was adopted last month, questioned 
how these areas of focus were being 
determined. 

Makowska said that she agreed with 
pursuing grant money but there may 
be other higher priority projects that 
should also be addressed.

Hull, Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
and Town Administrator Jill Shapiro 
responded that the town was going after 
available grant money that could cover 
some of the work that had been outlined 
in the Comprehensive Plan as well as 
related to the downtown Chappaqua 
infrastructure work.

“I don’t want you to get the impression 
that because Sabrina has identified four 
things that she feels fits, that puts us 
in the best position to get monies, that 
we have closed the door on any other 
strategies that we identified in here,” 
Shapiro said.

Makowska said that she would like 
to include in the site yield analysis, for 
example, not only the town-owned 
parking near the train station but a much 
larger swath of downtown Chappaqua.

“My goal is to make Chappaqua a 
thriving destination that people are 
proud of and enjoy coming to and 
experiencing,” Makowska said. “It’s that 
simple.”

But Hull added that state grant 
reviewers look more favorably on 
municipalities that have undertaken 
studies and have documentation of 
quantifiable challenges facing their 
communities. They also give advantages 
to communities that have municipal land 
or land that is more easily under officials’ 
control, she said.

There are privately owned parcels in 
downtown Chappaqua, such as property 
on mid King Street that would be 
ripe for redevelopment, Hull said, but 
discussions with those property owners 
haven’t been arranged yet.

Despite the difference in opinion, the 

board reached consensus to have Hull 
pursue the grant writing applications. 
Hull said they will likely learn if the town 
has received any money by the fall.

“We have the grant as a focus right 
now and I am here trying to maximize 
our chances of trying to get a grant,” 
Greenstein said.

A draft letter asking the board to 
support the CFA grant submission was 
expected to be made available at Tuesday 
night’s board meeting. At a later meeting 
the town board is expected to discuss 
prioritizing the new Comprehensive 
Plan’s action items.

New Castle to Pursue Grants for Downtown Work, Comp Plan Goals

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The New Castle Town Board is expected to support a series of  grant applications to the state that could 
help pay for some of  the studies and work slated for downtown Chappaqua.
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By Martin Wilbur
The towns of North Castle and 

Mount Pleasant are working together to 
rebuild a deteriorated culvert that has 
shut down a road for about a year and 
a half and has caused vehicular safety 
concerns.

Officials from both municipalities 
have been in contact with each other 
to fix the culvert on Whippoorwill 
Crossing off of Route 120 in Armonk, 
said North Castle Supervisor Michael 
Schiliro. 

Schiliro said there is shared 
responsibility for the estimated $300,000 
cost to repair the crossing is because the 
town line falls over the watercourse that 
is beneath the culvert. On the western 
side of the water is the Town of Mount 
Pleasant while North Castle is on the 
eastern side. He believes that the cost 
should be an event split.

Since Whippoorwill Crossing comes 
off Route 120 at an odd angle it is 
difficult for southbound motorists to 
make the left turn onto the street and for 

exiting vehicles to turn right onto Route 
120. Since access from Whippoorwill 
Crossing’s other outlet has been closed 
since the problems with the culvert,

Town Administrator Joan Goldberg 
said full-size school buses that have 
been sent to pick up children going to 
the local day camps this summer have 
had difficulty making those turns into 
and out of Whippoorwill Crossing. 
During the past school year the Byram 
Hills School District sent only vans to 
pick up children along Whippoorwill 
Crossing and nearby streets, Goldberg 
said.

Resident Charles Moncion, who lives 
with his family on Route 120 in the last 
house before Whippoorwill Crossing, 
said he has seen and heard how unsafe 
the conditions are for drivers looking to 
make those turns.

“Cars are moving too fast, school 
buses can’t make that turn, we’re afraid,” 
Moncion said. “We’ve heard a lot of 
screeching, tire tracks on the road.”

Schiliro said that the town has been 

consulting with Mount Pleasant’s 
engineer and has recently produced 
a design carrying a rough estimate of 
$300,000, although that figure is not 
concrete.

“We’re waiting on Mount Pleasant 
to agree on what we originally asked 
them for, which was having their 
engineer provide us with a design and 

a cost for repairing what was originally 
discussed,” he said.

Schiliro is hopeful that once the issues 
regarding design get ironed out work 
can be started and completed quickly.

There may also need to be 
consultation with the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation, he 
said.

North Castle, Mt. Pleasant to Share Culvert Repair Cost

CUSTOM CABINETRY
FURNITURE REPAIR

914-557-6703
ArlingtonWoodworking.com

Ralph@ArlingtonWoodworking.com

54 Pond View Court
Ossining, NY 10562

ARLINGTON 
W O O D W O R K I N G

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
SPORTS MEMORABILIA

Downsizing or 
Settling an 

Estate in 
Westchester?^

SELL EVERYTHING 
IN JUST 2 WEEKS

914-502-3083 
MaxSold.com/Examiner

Local expert help in Westchester to sell everything!

The Pleasantville Lion’s Club Presents
 

Hole-in-One
      &Raffle Event

                                     To benefit local charities supported by the Pleasantville Lions
 

Prizes  
$50,000 Hole-in-One Shoot Out 

$500 Hole-in-One Preliminary Round  

$100 Closest to the Pin

Raffle Prizes too!

When: Saturday, August 10, 2013 10 AM to 4 PM  

(Rain date: August 11) 

Where: Parkway Field, Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, NY 

Cost:  $10 for 5 balls and 5 raffle tickets 

   $20 for 12 balls and 12 raffle tickets 

Open to all amateur golfers age 14 and up. 
For more information:  www.PleasantvilleNYLions.org 

Pleasantville Lions Club
6th Annual 

Hole-in-One Contest & Raffl e
Sat, July 22  10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

(Rain date: Sat., July 23 starting at 11 a.m.)

Parkway Field, Marble Avenue, 
Pleasantville

Prizes:
$1,000 Hole-in-One;
$100, $75, $50 - 1st, 2nd & 3rd Closest to Pin
Plus Cash Raffl e Prizes
Cost: $10 for 6 balls & 6 raffl e tickets;
              $20 for 15 balls & 15 raffl e tickets

Proceeds benefi t Guiding Eyes for the Blind
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4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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�A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n�	�C�r�a�f�t Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts

 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 
Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Blanket Brigade

Children from Girl Scout Troop 
2023 recently visited The Bristal 
at Armonk where the scouts 
joined seniors to make blankets 
that will be given to children 
who are seriously ill, distressed 
or otherwise in need. The effort 
was done in conjunction with 
Project Linus, which collects 
blankets locally and distributes 
them to children in hospitals, 
shelters, social service agencies 
or anywhere that a child might 
be in need of  a big hug.
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Robert Peirce
Robert P. Peirce of Valhalla died on July 

14.
He was 88.
Peirce was born on Jan. 22, 1929, to the 

late Helen Cox and stepfather Fred Witol 
in New York City. He proudly served in 
the National Guard Air Force during the 
Korean Conflict. Peirce was an internal 
auditor, working for New York Telephone 
in New York City for 40 years before 
retiring in 1990. 

He is survived by his devoted wife, 
Jean (nee Grana) Peirce, of Valhalla; his 

loving son, Robert A. (Joan S. Jia) Peirce 
of Hastings-on-Hudson; and by his 
four cherished grandchildren, Matthew 
and Danielle Peirce and Michael and 
Katharine Yang. He was predeceased by 
his son, Steven Peirce, in 2001. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on July 17. A funeral Mass was 
held this morning (July 18) at Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Chapel at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne at 10 a.m. 
Entombment followed.

Frank Golczewski
Frank W. Golczewski of Thornwood 

died on July 14 at his residence. 
He was 74.
Golczewski was born on Sept. 6, 

1942, to the late Francis and Josephine 
Golczewski in Yonkers. He proudly 
served in the U.S. Marines and was a 
retired decorated firefighter with the 
Yonkers Fire Department for 30 years, 
retiring in 1998. 

Golczewski is survived by his devoted 
wife, Rosalee (nee Marciano) Golczewski, 
of Thornwood; his loving children, Marie 
(Tom) Regan, of Yorktown Heights, Lori 

(Patrick) O’Malley of Pleasantville, Scott 
(Christine) Golczewski of Pinellas Park, 
Fla. and Jeffrey (Michelle) Golczewski of 
Briarcliff Manor; and his 11 cherished 
grandchildren. 

Visitation is today (July 18) at 
Hawthorne Funeral Home from 4 to 8 
p.m. A funeral Mass is scheduled for 
Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Wednesday, July 19 at 10 a.m. followed by 
interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to St. Jude’s 
Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, 
Tenn. would be appreciated.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

North Castle Police Department

July 7: Report of an erratic driver 
heading northbound on Route 22 out 
of North White Plains at 12:23 a.m. 
The complainant stated the vehicle, 
described as a dark Toyota Camry with 
a New York registration of HRJ5710, 
was swerving from lane to lane, and 
the operator was turning the car’s 
headlights on and off. All units were 
advised and will monitor the area.  

July 7: A party reported at police 
headquarters at 2:18 p.m. to report 
that numerous fake checks have been 
written against his checking account at 
Bank of America.

July 8: A complainant reported at 
police headquarters at 3:37 p.m. stating 
that his vehicle was struck by another 
vehicle in the parking lot behind 
Armonk Country Kitchen earlier this 
week, which caused damage to his 
car’s rear left bumper. He stated that he 
spoke with the other driver who told 
him to repair the damage and he would 
pay for it. The complainant called the 

listed party after he repaired the vehicle 
for $1,200 and was told that the party 
will not pay for the damages. The 
complainant was advised the incident is 
a civil matter.

July 10: A complainant arrived at 
headquarters at 8:18 p.m. to report 
receiving numerous harassing text 
messages.

July 11: An e-911 caller reported at 
11:35 a.m. that a patron inside the Wells 
Fargo Bank on Main Street has become 
irate and a bank employee is requesting 
police assistance. The responding 
officers reported that the subject left the 
premises peacefully; matter adjusted.

Pleasantville Police Department

July 14: A 25-year-old White Plains 
woman was arrested at 1:40 p.m. for 
committing several acts of fraud, 
including involving Medicaid and 
fraudulent checks. The case continues 
to be investigated and more charges 
could be pending.

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Obituaries Police Blotter

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878
email advertising@theexaminernews.com
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According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, drug 
overdose is the leading cause of accidental death in the US, 
with 52,404 lethal drug overdoses in 2015. Opioid addic-
tion is driving this epidemic, with 20,101 overdose deaths 
related to prescription pain relievers and 12,990 overdose 
deaths related to heroin in 2015.

Pleasantville Pharmacy, Inc.
62 Wheeler Ave.

Pleasantville, NY 10570

Sal Dileo – Pharmacist
Phone: (914) 769-0002

Fax: 769-0111

Pleasantville STRONG
80 Wheeler Ave.

Pleasantville, NY 10570

Nicole Malgarinos – Coalition Coordinator
pvillstrongcoalitioncoordinator@yahoo.com

www.pleasantvillestrong.org
www.facebook.com/PleasantvilleSTRONG

 AND DISPOSE OF YOUR UNUSED PRESCRIPTIONS AT 
THE Pleasantville Police Department Dropbox

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OPIOIDS 
Please Contact

HELP KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE
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Opioids are generally used to treat pain and include both 
prescription painkillers and heroin.

What is an opioid emergency or overdose?
Opioids can cause a person’s breathing to slow or even 
stop – this is considered an overdose.  All opioids put 
people at risk. Opioid overdoses happen when people mix 
drugs with other medications, alcohol or over the counter 
drugs or simply by taking too much.

Pleasantville Pharmacy is here to help and all inquiries will 
remain con�dential.  Please ask a pharmacist or registered 
pharmacy tech for more information about how to get your 
NARCAN® today.

Pleasantville Pharmacy has joined the �ght against opioid 
overdose and is a NYS licensed provider of NARCAN® 
(naloxone) Nasal Spray.  By keeping NARCAN® in your 
home you will have the ability to save the life of a 
neighbor or loved one.  Once NARCAN® is administered, it 
takes 2-5 minutes to start working and the e�ects last for 
30 to 90 minutes, giving the patient enough time until 
emergency medical services can arrive.

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN
BE PREPARED AND SAVE A LIFE!
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According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, drug 
overdose is the leading cause of accidental death in the US, 
with 52,404 lethal drug overdoses in 2015. Opioid addic-
tion is driving this epidemic, with 20,101 overdose deaths 
related to prescription pain relievers and 12,990 overdose 
deaths related to heroin in 2015.

Pleasantville Pharmacy, Inc.
62 Wheeler Ave.

Pleasantville, NY 10570

Sal Dileo – Pharmacist
Phone: (914) 769-0002

Fax: 769-0111

Pleasantville STRONG
80 Wheeler Ave.

Pleasantville, NY 10570

Nicole Malgarinos – Coalition Coordinator
pvillstrongcoalitioncoordinator@yahoo.com

www.pleasantvillestrong.org
www.facebook.com/PleasantvilleSTRONG

 AND DISPOSE OF YOUR UNUSED PRESCRIPTIONS AT 
THE Pleasantville Police Department Dropbox

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OPIOIDS 
Please Contact

HELP KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials held a ceremonial 

groundbreaking last Thursday morning 
for the $11.6 million Chappaqua 
infrastructure and streetscape project that 
promises to reinvigorate the heart of the 
business hamlet.

Preliminary work and staging began 
within the past week. The project is 
expected to be completed in about 18 
months. 

“Our hamlet has gone too long without 
the attention it deserves,” Councilman 
Adam Brodsky, chair of the town’s 
Streetscape Committee, said during the 
ceremony in front of town hall. “Having 
a beautiful and functioning town will 
entice new businesses to our downtown 
and help those already here to prosper. By 
making this investment we are sending a 
strong message that not only is our hamlet 
the heart of our community, but it is a 
manifestation of the pride we all share in 
our homes.”

The infrastructure improvements, which 
account for most of the $11.6 million 
project, includes replacement of about 
1,650 feet of 12-inch water main, about 
2,650 feet of eight- and 15-inch sewer 
mains and new stormwater management 
systems along North Greeley and South 
Greeley avenues to alleviate flooding. 

There will also be a new traffic signal 
installed at the intersection of King 

Street and South Greeley Avenue with 
new crosswalks and elimination of the 
righthand slip lane from South Greeley 
onto King Street.

Once the infrastructure work is 
complete, a wide assortment of aesthetic 
improvements is expected to beautify the 
downtown and encourage pedestrian foot 
traffic, said Supervisor Robert Greenstein.

“In short, the project will make it safer 
and more enjoyable to walk around our 
downtown, and finally provide us with 
an infrastructure platform that allows 
our downtown to grow and prosper and 
for our merchants to grow and prosper,” 
Greenstein said. 

Some of the more notable streetscape 

work will feature new 
sidewalks throughout 
downtown; new 
granite curbing; 
brick crosswalks, 
ornamental LED 
lighting; bollards and 
bicycle racks; fencing; 
stone wall seating; and 
a downtown clock.

There will be a 
3,000-square-foot 
public space with 
bluestone and tables 
and chairs on the 
corner of King Street 
and South Greeley for 
the public to gather.

Brodsky said the traffic signal at King 
Street and South Greeley with a four-
way crosswalk will mark a critical safety 
improvement, particularly for the many 
students who congregate downtown on 
Friday afternoons during the school year 
after classes are dismissed.

Town Engineer Robert Cioli said the 
key challenges will be to communicate the 
progress, work with downtown merchants 
and residents when any problems arise 
as well as coordinating the work that is 
scheduled to be done during the day and 
the overnight work.

The town has an around-the-clock 
resident engineer, John Kazawic from the 

construction management firm Boswell 
Engineering, to oversee the project and 
contractor ELQ Industries, Inc., Cioli 
said. Kazawic is using the space formerly 
occupied by E-Z Sports on South Greeley 
as his headquarters for the duration for the 
project.

To alleviate the impact as much as 
possible the work in the most traveled 
portion of downtown, from the Shell 
station at Woodburn Avenue north to the 
Rite Aid as well as lower King Street, will 
be done overnight between 8 p.m. and 5 
a.m.  

Daytime work will be on South Greeley 
Avenue just north of town hall to the Shell 
station and north of Rite Aid on North 
Greeley Avenue. That will take place from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“The town board realized it could be 
an issue and wanted to see the work done 
at night to have less interference with the 
traffic during the day,” Cioli said.

The schedule calls for the water main 
work and the sewer work on North 
Greeley Avenue to be done by October, 
while the sewer work on South Greeley to 
completed by March. The streetscape work 
is tentatively scheduled for completion by 
the end of November 2018, Cioli said.

For more information about the project 
and to sign up for updates, visit www.
DowntownStrong.com.

New Castle Celebrates Start of Downtown Chappaqua Work 

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
New Castle officials held a ceremonial groundbreaking last Thursday 
morning in front of  town hall to celebrate the recent commencement 
of  work for the $11.6 million downtown Chappaqua infrastructure and 
streetscape project.
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The Twigs, a volunteer arm of Northern 
Westchester Hospital (NWH), donated 
$100,000 recently to support four hospital 
programs. 

The gift, raised primarily from sales at 
the Twigs Thriftree Thrift Shop located on 
Lexington Avenue and around the corner 
from the hospital, will be allocated to 
caregiver, cancer, community health and 
integrative wellness programs.

“The Twigs’ mission is to donate all net 
proceeds from shop sales and fundraisers 
to NWH and its affiliate programs,” said 
Maureen Kilfoyle, the organization’s 
volunteer president who presented the 
$100,000 check to NWH President and 
CEO Joel Seligman at the Twigs 53rd 
annual luncheon. The event celebrated its 
volunteers’ “endless efforts and boundless 
enthusiasm.” 

Each of the following four programs 
will receive $25,000: The Ken Hamilton 
Caregivers Center (KHCC), where family 
caregivers find respite and support; 
The Bruce and Andrea Yablon Cancer 
Health and Wellness Program, created to 
empower patients diagnosed with cancer 
to live a healthy lifestyle in ways that 
powerfully touch mind, body and spirt; 
the Community Health Education and 
Outreach Program, which partners with 
schools and local groups to build a healthier 
community; and the Integrative Medicine 
Program, dedicated to enhancing patients’ 
health and wellness.

In addition to their annual financial 
gift, Twig members with an “artisanal 
touch,” create patient comfort items such 
as layettes, cough pillows, tray favors and 
baby blankets, hats and sweaters. Over 
the last 12 months, Twigs donated 78,500 
volunteer hours, whether working in the 
shop or crafting comfort items for patients.

Since its founding in 1945, when 
early Twigs members held teas, bridge 
parties and harvest festivals in support 
of the hospital, the group has escalated 
its fundraising through operation of its 
Thriftree. The shop has donated more than 
$3.5 million to the hospital. 

In recent years, the group’s generous 
contributions have made possible the 
Twigs Serenity Garden outside the 

Emergency Department and the Twigs 
Healing Garden in the Cancer Health 
and Wellness Center, plus gifts earmarked 
for specific equipment for women and 
children. Today, the group has about 
150 adult members, as well as teens who 
volunteer in the Thrift Shop. 

For shop hours, to make a donation or 
for additional information on the Twigs 
Thrift Shop, contact 914-666-6557 or 
visit www.twigsofnwh.org. You can also 
follow the Twigs on Facebook, Instagram, 
YouTube and Pinterest.

Twigs-Thriftree Donates $100G to Northern Westchester Hospital

Joel Seligman, Northern Westchester Hospital 
President and CEO, with Twigs President Maureen 
Kilfoyle, who presented the $100,000 check at 
Twigs’ 53rd annual luncheon.
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www.pleasantville-ford.com
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Westchester
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Some of  the items that Twigs volunteers have 
made and donated to Northern Westchester 
Hospital. TWIGS OF NWH PHOTOS
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By Emma Greene
Dying, coughing, addiction. All 

words that describe the consequences 
of smoking and vaping. 

Smoking and vaping laws are not 
strict enough, and the items used to 
smoke and vape are too accessible to 
young people. Though some might say 
that the government already has laws 
against smoking and vaping, those are 
not taken seriously enough. 

Some claim that kids and young 
adults should have the freedom to make 
their own choices. Not when many kids 
under the age of 18 lack common sense 
about the issue. Vape pens and cigarettes 
are too accessible to young people and 
many are misinformed. It’s time to set 
the record straight.

Uninformed kids and adults think that 
vape pens are a healthy way to smoke 
without killing your body. However, 
vaping does the same amount of damage 
as cigarettes, but in a different way. 

With smoking, tobacco is burned, 
creating a chemical vapor, nicotine, 
which is highly addictive. This causes 
cancer, and the burning of cilia in the 
lungs, which takes three to nine months 
of not smoking to repair. Vaping injects 
the nicotine directly into the body by 
use of a liquid containing nicotine and 
can cause eye damage and redness and 
life-threatening respiratory infections. 
Even though the effects of vaping may 
be as harmful as smoking, they are still 
somehow promoted as healthier. This 
false idea needs to be addressed. 

Though the law prohibits people 
under 18 from purchasing vape pens or 
e-cigarettes, this law seems to be ignored 
online. Vape pens available for purchase 
online are far too accessible for children 
to buy. There are many simple methods 

to do so, one of which is for children to 
use their parents’ credit card without 
permission. 

Why does this work? This is because 
since the Internet lacks protections. 
Oftentimes, the minor only has to 
check a box to ensure that they are a 
legal adult. Another method is fake IDs. 
Minors make them to purchase alcohol 
successfully, so why can’t they do the 
same with e-cigarettes? 

But why is this happening? It is 
because the laws set up to protect 
children are not taken seriously. 
Even the people making the laws are 
not taking this life-threatening issue 
seriously. The FDA has legalized vaping 
in the U.S.; some of the health hazards 
and scientific research for safety are yet 
to be completed. Furthermore, the FDA 
will require a warning sign on all vape 
pens by 2018, so today kids wouldn’t 
know vaping is dangerous because the 
warning sign isn’t in place yet. That is 
another reason why the claim that kids 
should have the freedom to make their 
own choices is irrelevant. 

Additionally, in New York there is 
the Clean Indoor Air Act of 2003. This 
means that no one can smoke or vape 
inside public places. However, from 
my personal experience, this law is 
disregarded. Every year, my family and 
I go to a local restaurant on St. Patrick’s 
Day to watch the bagpipe players, 
and every year there are at least two 
men smoking inside. This causes the 
musicians to cough after their pieces, 
and it caused many others to feel 
uncomfortable. This is another reason 
the claim that the laws are adequate is 
wrong. 

Vape use among middle school and 
high school students has increased 

sharply in recent years, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). Among middle 
school students, e-cigarette use 
increased from 3.9 percent in 2014 
to 5.3 percent in 2015. From 2011 to 
2015, among all high school students, 
significant increases were observed 
for current use of e-cigarettes, from 
1.5 percent to 16 percent, the CDC 
reported. 

It is time to take action, and America 
needs to act quickly. Instead of the 
buying age being 18, it has to be raised 
to 21, so that developing young bodies 
don’t get damaged by these potentially 
deadly products. If these laws are broken 
by anyone, then there should be serious 
consequences, like school suspension, 
bans from public places and week-long 
jail sentences and it should remain on 
the minor’s permanent record. 

Health and legal consequences, using 
fact-based information about smoking 
and vaping, should be given to young 
people through yearly school assemblies 
and signs in public places. This way, 
they will know the facts behind it all, 
instead of just the consequences. 

The final action should be that all 
vape pens be taken off the market until 
the FDA finishes its safety and health 
research on vaping. With these reforms, 
a major change could happen and the 
lives of young people could be saved. 

Smoking and vaping laws and the 
misconceptions surrounding vape and 
cigarette use need to be reformed to 
stop these easy-access body-killers from 
taking over this new generation.

Mount Kisco resident Emma Greene is 
entering eighth grade at Fox Lane Middle 
School.

In recent weeks, many Westchester 
communities have taken steps to 
reaffirm a policy of inclusivity when 
grappling with federal immigration 
enforcement issues. To this end, the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators 
will likely be facing an important vote 
as early as July 17th.  

The pending legislation – the 
Immigrant Protection Act (Act 
9928) – would, if passed, prevent the 
county from using any of its taxpayer-
funded resources to assist in federal 
investigations based on race, gender, 
sexual orientation, religion, ethnicity 
or national origin. The act also 
safeguards confidential information 

shared with county departments and 
prohibits officers from honoring U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) requests that lack probable cause. 
The legislation would also ensure that 
services provided by the county will 
be available to all who are eligible, 
notwithstanding their immigration 
status.  

I believe that diversity within our 
towns is what allows our community to 
flourish. By supporting and protecting 
immigrants who call Westchester 
County home, we help keep our 
businesses strong and our schools 
vibrant. An inclusive and supportive 
community is a healthy one – for  

all of us.    
I urge the current legislator for our 

district to use his voice and his vote 
to protect our immigrant neighbors by 
voting in support of this legislation. 
We need our officials at the local level 
to protect all Westchester County 
constituents. It is what I would do if I 
were elected to represent District 2 for 
the Board of Legislators, as I hope to be 
this coming November.

Kitley S. Covill
Westchester County Legislator 

Candidate, District 2
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By Martin Wilbur
When Ilene Africk looks through the lens 

of a camera, she catches images that can 
leave one wondering “How did she think of 
that?”

Africk has loved photography since 
childhood, but it wasn’t until moving to 
Armonk about 15 years ago when she 
fully immersed herself in the craft, taking 
courses at Westchester Community College 
and mentoring under two local professional 
shutterbugs.

“I felt that by study and opening your eyes 
you could really learn to look through your 
own eyes and see things,” Africk said. “They 
give you a jumping off point.”

Over the past decade, Africk, who does 
mainly abstract work, has been featured 
in group exhibitions throughout the 
county and in Connecticut through her 
membership in two Westchester-based 
organizations, Ground Glass Photo Club 
and Red Circle PhotoArts. Her work is 
also on display at Tazza Café in downtown 
Armonk and she has sold photos to her 
periodontist’s office and other people who 
have noticed and love her work.

Some of Africk’s more notable pieces 
that she has exhibited include a series of 
photographs featuring building reflections 
in Manhattan and downtown White Plains, 
which originated as a course assignment, 
and a wet books collection that shows the 
possibilities of what happens when books 
have been left out in the rain or submerged 
on a swimming pool step or by the water’s 
edge at the beach.

Using four different cameras, a Nikon 
D600 and three Fuji models, she describes 
what she does more as fine art photography, 
leaving portraitures and landscape photos 
to others.

“I did one (wet book photograph) where 
I left it out in the rain for months, and then 
I brought it in and I shot it,” Africk said. “I 
had one other one that was like a catalogue 
and I left it outside. After it was outside for a 
while, I rolled it up and I just started shaping 
it.”

Africk, a judge for the Armonk Outdoor 
Art Show for the past decade, has managed 
to follow several artistic-related pursuits 
throughout her life despite having little 
formal training before enrolling in her 

photography courses when 
moving to Westchester.

A Bronx native, Africk 
discovered her love of 
photography through two 
uncles who were professional 
photographers. Africk loved 
the arts, but when she was 
growing up, academic pursuits 
were looked upon more 
favorably, and her mother 
suggested she become a 
teacher because she could be 
off during the summer when she had her 
own children.

She went to Harpur College (now 
Binghamton University) and earned her 
graduate degree at Tufts. For one year, 
Africk taught French, but left teaching 
because she quickly realized it wasn’t what 
she wanted to do.

“Back then, I never would have known 
about F.I.T. or Parsons (School of Design) 
and I wish that’s where I had gone, but I 
didn’t even know those schools existed,” 
Africk said. “In my high school, you were 
in an academic course but you didn’t thing 
about doing that sort of thing.”

After marrying her husband, David, 
and raising two children on Long Island, 
Africk started the first of two businesses, a 
dress design business catering to teenage 
girls. That’s where she started to reacquaint 
herself with photography by having her 
daughter and her friends model some of her 
dresses to sell to stores around the United 

States.
About 10 years later, Africk 

ended that business because she 
wasn’t happy with how styles 
were progressing. Instead, she 
worked with an artist to paint 
walking canes. That also lasted 
about a decade and its end 
roughly coincided with her 
move to Armonk.

“I had to start doing new 
things when things died, when 
things were over,” Africk said. 

“I wanted to do something in the arts but I 
had to figure out what it was.”

She and her husband relocated after 
her husband’s company, Master Card, 
transferred him to the corporation’s 
Purchase office. He commuted for about 
seven months, before the couple decided to 
live locally.

Shortly after the move is when Africk’s 
childhood hobby blossomed into more 
of a serious pursuit. She took a variety of 
photography courses to learn the craft and 
experiment, with her different cameras and 
lenses, including an iPhone photography 
course.

Africk said it is her goal to continue to 
learn and improve her photography. Being 
part of an exhibit, including one coming 
up in August at the Upstream Gallery in 
Hastings-on-Hudson through her Red 
Circle PhotoArts membership, is a special 
thrill.

“There’s nothing like it,” she said.

know your
Neighbor

Ilene Africk, Photographer
Armonk

7/17 All Malbec 

7/18 All Sauvignon Blanc 

7/19 All Sparkling Wine 

7/20 All Zinfandel 

7/21 Massanois In-Store Tasting 
4-7pm  

7/22 Indie Imports In-Store Tasting 
2-5pm 

7/23 All Pinot Noir 
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By Martin Wilbur
It won’t be your typical early morning 

swim for dozens of hardy souls this Sunday 
who will converge at the Chappaqua Swim 
& Tennis Club to shortly after daybreak.

This weekend is the club’s annual 
participation in Swim Across America, a 
nationwide effort to raise money for cancer 
research and patient support. Organizers for 
Chappaqua’s swim, the sixth year the club 
is participating, hope to at least match last 
year’s 90 swimmers and $85,000 raised. That 
total was the second highest total raised in 
one venue in the United States in 2016.

“To me, it’s a great cause, a great event,” 
said Tony Sibio, Swim Across America’s 
Long Island Sound (SAA-LIS) Chapter 
president, which is celebrating 25 since the 
chapter’s initial swim in the Sound in 1992. 
“It’s different than a black-tie event or a golf 
outing.”

Swimmers will collect donations 
beforehand and take to the pool to complete 
laps totaling either a half-mile or a full 
mile. One does not need to be a champion 
competitor to participate, said Carrie Dillon, 
a committee member for Swim Across 
America’s Long Island Sound chapter. A 
wide range of ages have signed up for the 
event from young children to seniors.

“People takes breaks, you can use a board. 
This is not a very competitive event,” Dillon 
said. 

Many participants who turn out for the 
Swim Across America events – this is one of 

seven pool swims this month plus the open 
water swim in Long Island Sound on July 
29 – have been impacted by cancer or know 
someone who has. 

That’s how Chappaqua Swim & Tennis 
coach Dan Levy got involved eight years 
ago after his sister was diagnosed. He and 
Dillon and some members from the club’s 
swim team participated in Orienta Beach 
Club’s swim in Mamaroneck. Six years ago 
they believed there was enough interest in 
Chappaqua to host their own swim. 

It proved to be the right choice, and 
now other area clubs and teams are joining 
Chappaqua Swim & Tennis at its site to 
participate, representing much of northern 
Westchester, Levy said. There are teams 
from Lewisboro, Katonah, Bedford Village 
and other locales joining in on Sunday, he 
sdaid.

“I feel like this will be, at least I’m hoping, 
it will be the first year we’re getting the 
community around us, and I just don’t 
mean the Chappaqua community but the 
Westchester community, the other swim 
teams in the area to bring contingent of 
their own and this is sort of what we hoped 
would happen eventually,” Levy said.

Not that extra motivation is needed, but 
joining the swimmers on Sunday will be 
former Olympian Cristina Teuscher, a New 
Rochelle High School graduate who was a 
member of the U.S. women’s relay team that 
captured a gold medal at the 1996 Games in 
Atlanta and before returning to take home 

a bronze medal in the 200-meter individual 
medley in 2000 in Sydney.

All the money raised from the swims 
will support immunotherapy research at 
the Swim Across America Laboratory at 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, 
pediatric oncology research at Morgan 
Stanley Children’s Hospital of New York-
Presbyterian and patient services with 
Westchester-based Cancer Support Team, 
Sibio said.

He said the work and the swims will go on 
until the day that nobody dies from cancer.

“My feeling is until we have a 100 percent 
cure rate, we’re not done,” Sibio said.

Membership at the club is not needed 

to participate. Those interested in signing 
up or for more information, can visit 
www.swimacrossamerica.org/long_island. 
Donations can be sent to SAA-Long Island 
Sound, P.O. Box 217, Larchmont, N.Y. 
10538.

This Sunday’s event will run from 6:30 
to 9:30 a.m. Other remaining swims in 
addition to the July 29 event in Long Island 
Sound from 6 a.m. to noon will take place 
at Lakeside Field Club in North Salem on 
Sunday, July 23 from 5 to 8 p.m. (barbecue 
to follow) and at the Lake Isle Country Club 
in Eastchester on Saturday, Aug. 5 from 6:30 
to 9:30 a.m. 

Swimmers Take to the Pool to Fight Cancer One Lap at a Time

Dan Levy, left, the swim coach at Chappaqua Swim & Tennis Club, will help lead dozens of swimmers this 
Sunday morning to participate in the 2017 Swim Across America fundraising event to raise money for 
cancer research.
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RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

GET THE JOB DONE!
ATTN: LANDSCAPERS & CONTRACTORS BUY AND SAVE BIG!

YES! BRAND NEW 2016 RAM

PROMASTER 1500  LOW ROOF

$26,995
SAVE $6,500

MSRP $33,495

YES! BRAND NEW 2016 RAM

PROMASTER 2500  HIGH ROOF
6 SPEED AUTOMATIC

Uconnect 5.0, Interior Convenience Group, Rear Hinged Doors 
w/Fixed Glass, Wide Power Heated Mirrors,. STK#11556T

$30,995
SAVE $6,935

MSRP $37,930

AGGRESSIVE DEALS ON DEALER JEEP DEMOS!
Save Up To $10,000 Off MSRP

8 AVAILABLE CALL FOR DETAILS!

3.6L AUTOMATIC
Top features include air conditioning, a trip computer, turn 

signal indicator mirrors, and much more.. STK#11552T

GET THE JOB DONE!
ATTN: LANDSCAPERS & CONTRACTORS BUY AND SAVE BIG!

SAVE  $10,996 
ON OUR LAST 

2016 RAM 
TRUCKS

UP
TO

$32,881
SAVE $9,834

MSRP $42,715NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 ST 
QUAD CAB
 RED, AUTOMATIC, 27J PACKAGE, HEMI, 
20” ALLOY WHEELS, SIDE STEPS AND 
MORE, STK#11819T

$35,475
SAVE $10,640

MSRP $46,115NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 SLT 
QUAD CAB
 RED, AUTOMATIC, 27S PACKAGE, HEMI, 
20” ALLOY WHEELS, BEDLINER AND 
MORE, STK#11746T

$37,252
SAVE $10,738

MSRP $47,990NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 SLT 
CREW CAB
 RED, AUTOMATIC, 26S PACKAGE, HEMI, 
20” ALLOY WHEELS, NAVIGATION AND 
MORE, STK#11679TT

$37,104
SAVE $10,996

MSRP $48,100NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 SLT 
QUAD CAB
 MAX STEEL, AUTOMATIC, 27S PACKAGE, 
HEMI, 20” ALLOY WHEELS, NAVIGATION 
AND MORE, STK#11775T

PRICES INCLUDE ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 7/30/17



July 18 - July 24, 2017 The Examiner16

Some years ago, I wrote a piece 
with this same title and, since 
that time, my wife has purchased 
two new vacuums. Having tried 
them both only once, (I’m not 
a big vacuum guy) the crude 
expression “it sucks” still conveys 
my sentiments about this 
household item.

Funny, but after I wrote that 
first article, a woman called 
me and asked if I was aware of 
where that term originated. I 
assured her I was, and followed 
up by saying that if there is any 
consumer product about which 
we could appropriately use the 
term, it should be the vacuum 
cleaner.

Despite manufacturers’ claims from 
different brands and models that my wife 
and I have collected during our home 
cleaning history, we have never found a 
vacuum cleaner that really performs the 
job as promised. Maybe we expect too 
much.

When I was a Madison Avenue neophyte, 
everyone in my agency was astonished 
when we read that the Swedish company 
Electrolux introduced its vacuums to the 
United Kingdom with the slogan, “Nothing 
Sucks Like an Electrolux.” 

We couldn’t know whether it was an 
innocent blunder in rhyme or if the 

company intended the word’s 
more common reference to gain 
attention. But the slogan was 
soon changed to “Thinking of 
You,” which I suppose is a good 
supporting sentiment to the first 
slogan.

Maybe my wife and I are just 
cursed with bad luck in selecting 
and caring for our vacuums. 
We lost our first purchase by 
leaving it in the elevator of our 
apartment house the day we 
moved in. Since losing that first 
one, the search was on, always 
for a model that would have 
greater sucking power than the 
last. 

Another reason we bought so many 
different vacuums is that it was always 
a question of whether we wanted the 
convenience of a small canister model that 
moved about with ease but with lackluster 
suction, or the sturdy, heavy upright model 
that seemed to suck more dirt from the 
carpeting. So, we kept switching back and 
forth.

Since the advent of QVC, my wife has 
purchased and returned no less than three 
different vacuums, including one of Oprah 
Winfrey’s “favorite things” that promised 
picking up a bowling ball with its suction. 
We found it couldn’t pick up some New 
Year’s confetti.

The last model my wife returned was a 
Dyson, which has had a good reputation 
for a long time. But in her test run we 
found that – you guessed it – it didn’t suck. 
She repackaged it skillfully with countless 
other items that she returned to QVC. I 
suspect that the return of this large item 
will definitely get her “tagged” as a chronic 
recidivist.

You might think that somebody would 
have gotten the suction thing right by this 
time, considering how long the appliance 
has been around. 

The first vacuum cleaners invented in 
America in the 1860s were so large and 
cumbersome that they had to be operated 
manually by two people, one to operate the 
bellows to create suction and the other to 
move the mouthpiece over the floor.  In 
1899, John Thurman of St. Louis invented 
a gasoline-powered version, considered 
the first motorized vacuum cleaner. A 
major technological leap came in 1901 
when Hubert Cecil Booth of London 
invented the electric vacuum. It, too, was 
so large that its vacuum pump and motor 
were housed in a horse-drawn cart from 
which a long hose was extended into the 
best houses, including Queen Victoria’s.

Because vacuum cleaning was 
considered a great way to improve health 
and sanitation by sucking up tons of 
germ-laden dust from public places like 
theaters and shops, the quest was on to 

invent smaller versions that could be more 
conveniently maneuvered in homes. Many 
inventors jumped into the fray. 

By 1924, when Electrolux introduced the 
tank vacuum cleaner to the United States, 
its unique design became the standard of 
excellence and many inventors improved 
upon the system. The latest advancement 
is the robotic Roomba, a small disc-
shaped vacuum that cruises around a 
room using sensors to negotiate furniture 
and other items. I say, no thanks, I don’t 
want anything that sucks roaming around 
my house automatically with no human 
intervention. 

With our most recent upright model, my 
wife and I had to invite our adult daughter 
over to the house just to show us how to 
release the dust container (no longer a bag) 
for emptying. 

But hope springs eternal that someday 
someone will invent the perfect vacuum 
cleaner that is small, easy to operate and 
with effective sucking power.
Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site is 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and his 
blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage 
the services of The Home Guru to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

I Never Say ‘It Sucks’ Except for My Vacuum Cleaner

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS •  LEADERS • REPAIRS

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Spring Projects!

Take Advantage of our 
SPRING SAVINGS!

WC10415H99 PC - 1817

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-On-Hudson, NY

MIRACLE
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

NO $ DOWN!!
under $20,000

914.271.9119

SPRING AHEAD...

We’ll help you Save Money on your heating bills!

0000050209; Team Kisco; 3/5/09; DEFAULT

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Summer Projects

Call NOW for a FREE estimate 
with our Summer Savings!

Summer’s Here!

We’ll help you save money on your cooling bills

WC. Lic. #10415H99 • P.C. Lic. #1817 
YNK 307 • H-12519-07-23-00
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Olympic Skater Provides Westchester Kids With the Golden Touch
By Anna Young

Olympic figure skater Gracie Gold 
spent last Friday at Westchester Skating 
Academy in Elmsford offering local 
young skaters advice on technique, skill 
and what it takes to compete.

For the second year in a row, the 
Olympian graced the rink with over 
70 girls from the summer figure 
skating camp hoping to pass along her 
knowledge and experience to the next 
generation of skaters.

“There’s a whole world of knowledge 
out there that’s constantly challenging 
you and there’s always more things 
to learn,” said Gold, who is currently 
training in Michigan for the 2018 
Winter Olympics in Seoul, South Korea. 
“I love teaching and helping kids no 
matter where it is.”

Gold, 21, made her Olympic debut at 
the 2014 Winter Games in Sochi, Russia 
where she won a bronze medal in the 
team event and placed fourth in the 
ladies’ singles competition. She is also a 
two-time U.S. national champion. 

Campers ranging from three to 15 
years old spent the afternoon asking 
questions and taking photos with Gold, 
eager to receive tips from a world-
class athlete. Ossining camper Sophia 

Fortunato said meeting Gold was 
special for her. 

“She’s the first famous person I’ve 
ever met and it was really exciting,” the 
10-year-old said. “She showed us some 
of her spins and gave us really helpful 
feedback on the ice.”

Allie Sabini, 11, also from Ossining, 
said she admires Gold and was initially 
nervous to meet her. 

“She’s a great example of persevering 
through tough times,” Sabini said. “If 
you’re having a tough time she’s a great 

reminder to keep going and to keep 
working hard.”

Last year, the rink’s skating director, 
Stacy Isenberg, wanted to bring in an 
elite figure skater to teach for a few 
hours at the camp. When Isenberg 
approached campers with the idea, she 
said several requested that Gold teach 
them for the day. 

“It was just a cool invite to come to 
Westchester,” Gold said. “I had such a 
great time last year and all the kids were 
really nice that when I received the offer 

again to come, of course I wanted to.”
Isenberg added that during Gold’s two 

visits she’s proven to be a role model for 
many young skaters. 

“Every kid gets something different 
out of meeting Gracie, but I think more 
than anything, they get motivation,” 
Isenberg said. “Every kid realizes that if 
they work hard they can do what she’s 
doing.”

Ardsley resident and Westchester Skating Academy 
camper Abigail Isenberg, 12, spends a moment 
with Olympic figure skater Gracie Gold last Friday. 
Gold spent the day at Westchester Skating Academy 
in Elmsford as a guest instructor.

ANNA YOUNG PHOTOS
Olympic figure skater Gracie Gold, kneeling bottom right, takes a group photo with Westchester Skating 
Academy campers last week.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS



July 18 - July 24, 2017 The Examiner18

Tuesday, July 18
Building Club. Do you like building 

with LEGOs?  Children are invited to 
build and create anything they choose. 
For children five to 10 years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 4 to 5 p.m. Free.  Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 
with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Also July 25. Info: 914-273-3887.

Art Lecture: Eternal Spring. Come 
for a presentation by Dr. Michael 
Norris, former museum educator at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Explore 
ancient to medieval art and plants through 
images of the private gardens of the Met 
and its branch museum, The Cloisters. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 7:15 to 8:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

“Strange Weather.” An advance 
screening of this film directed by Katherin 
Dieckmann. It’s a poignant, lyrical drama 
about a mother (Holly Hunter), who in 
an effort to deal with her grief over the 
death of her son, enlists a friend to travel 
the back roads of the deep South to settle 
a score. Steeped in a strong sense of place 
and full of convention-defying characters, 
the film premiered to critical acclaim at 
the Toronto International Film Festival. 
Followed by a post-screening discussion 
with Dieckmann moderated by film critic-
in-residence Marshall Fine. The Picture 
House Regional Film Center, 175 Wolfs 
Lane, Pelham. 7:30 p.m. $15. Seniors and 
students: $12. Info and tickets: Visit www.
thepicturehouse.org.

Wednesday, July 19
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 

analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 
provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening, learning and speaking skills. 
Recommended for children one to two-
and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-769-0548 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Ayurvedic Approach to Treat Common 
Disorders. Dr. Somesh Kaushik, an 
ayurvedic and naturopathic physician, will 
offer five educational seminars covering 
body-system disorders and discuss 
therapeutic recommendations that include 
diet, supplements and treatments as well as 
take-home techniques of therapeutic yoga 
postures, meditations and mantras. The 
body systems covered will include nervous 
system, cardiovascular system, respiratory 
system, circulatory system and digestive 
system. The immune system will be woven 
throughout. Dr. Kaushik is the owner 
and chief medical practitioner of Kaushik 
Ayurvedic and Naturopathic Clinic in 
Cross River. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Wednesdays through Aug. 9. Info: 
914-273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.
org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 

crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org. 

Truss Us, It’s Sturdy. In this hands-on 
STEM lesson, students will explore why 
certain shapes are stronger than others and 
how they distribute load and withstand 
force differently. Using what they learn, 
students will build and test the strength 
of their own truss bridges. For children 
entering grades 3-5. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 4 
to 5 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Art Series: Camille Pissarro. Born 
in St. Thomas in 1839, Pissarro is the 
mastermind behind the impressionist 
movement. His nuanced landscapes and 
loose brush strokes helped open the world 
to the movement in a groundbreaking 
way. Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Chappaqua Concert Series: Country 
Fresh. Enjoy a modern country hoedown. 
The third of five outdoor concerts on 
consecutive Wednesday evenings. 
Produced by the Chappaqua-Millwood 
Chamber of Commerce and the New 
Castle Recreation & Parks Department. 
Recreation Field, South Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-
3909 or visit www.mynewcastle.org/
departments/parks-recreation-2.

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

“Stop Making Sense.” Director Jonathan 
Demme made his documentary debut with 
this infectious masterpiece showcasing 
the Talking Heads, just after their big 
mainstream success with the album 
“Speaking in Tongues” and the single 
“Burning Down the House.” You don’t 
even need to be a Talking Heads fan to love 
this film. Part of the Sounds of Summer 
2017: Music Films, Old and New series. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Members: $8. 
Non-members: $13. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Thursday, July 20
Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Bridge for Beginners With Joel Goren. 
Classes for beginners who want to learn 
the basics of bridge. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 10:15 a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org. 

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Bridge for the Advanced Beginners. 
Do you want to improve your bridge 
game, but our beginner class is redundant 
for you? This class is for people with 
some knowledge of the game. With Joel 
Goren. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 2 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

“Angels in America: Part I.” In the 
midst of the AIDS crisis and a conservative 
Reagan administration, New Yorkers 
grapple with life and death, love and sex, 
heaven and hell. Andrew Garfield plays 
Prior Walter along with a cast including 
Denise Gough, Nathan Lane, James 
McArdle and Russell Tovey. This new 
staging of Tony Kushner’s multi-award 
winning two-part play is directed by 
Olivier and Tony Award-winning director 
Marianne Elliott. Part one (“Millennium 
Approaches”) was first performed at the 
National Theatre in 1992 and was followed 
by the second part (“Perestroika”) the 

continued on next page

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 
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Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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following year. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 2 p.m. 
Members: $25. Non-members: $35. Part II 
on July 27 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents and 
caregivers will make new friends and share 
time together. For children one to four years 
old; with a caregiver. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2 to 
2:45 p.m. Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Gardening 101. A series of classes for 
those looking to polish up their gardening 
skills while also learning how the Food 
Bank for Westchester is helping to feed 
area neighbors who are experiencing 
hunger. Participants will get a behind-the-
scenes look at the Food Growing Program, 
learn techniques for their own garden and 
plant watermelon seeds to take home and 
continue nurturing. Sponsored by Stop & 
Shop. 20 Hammond House Rd., Valhalla. 
3 to 4 p.m. or 4 to 5 p.m. $25. (Proceeds 
benefit the Food Bank for Westchester.) 
Also July 27. Registration required. Info and 
registration: Visit foodbankforwestchester.
org/events/gardening101.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 

Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Armonk Chamber of Commerce’s 
Third Thursday. Downtown Armonk 
will come alive with music, art, activities, 
wine tastings and merchant and restaurant 
specials. This month there’s a classic car 
show at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
music and activities at Armonk Square and 
specials throughout downtown. Downtown 
Armonk. 5 to 9 p.m. Car parade at 6 p.m. Car 
show from 6:30 to 8 p.m. The third Thursday 
of each month through August. Info: Visit 
www.armonkchamberofcommerce.com.

“13th.” A screening of this Academy 
Award-nominated documentary by Ava 
DuVernay about slavery being outlawed in 
the U.S. Constitution except “as punishment 
for a crime.” Followed by a panel discussion 
with Rev. Dr. Darren Ferguson, Kahlil 
Koromantee, and Shannon Wong, three 
dynamic individuals with personal and 
professional expertise on the African-
American experience of the criminal justice 
system. Part of the Ossining Documentary 
and Discussion Series. Ossining Public 

Library, 53 Croton Ave., Ossining. Seating 
at 6:15 p.m. Screening at 6:30 p.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.OssiningDocumentaries.
org.

Sunset Jazz at Lyndhurst Concert 
Series: Steve Kroon Latin Jazz Sextet. The 
third of eight Thursday night jazz concerts. 
Presented by New York-Presbyterian. 635 
S. Broadway, Tarrytown. 6:30 p.m. Free. 
(Concert is canceled by 3 p.m. in the event 
of rain.) Info: Visit www.jazzforumarts.org.

Village of Mount Kisco Summer 
Concert Series: Jordelli. Leonard Park, 
Mount Kisco. 7 p.m. Free. Info: Rain date: 
Aug. 3. Info: Visit www.mountkisco.org.

English as a Second Language Class. 
Strengthen your English skills through 
pronunciation exercises, grammar exercises 
and conversation practice. All are welcome 
to participate in these informal small 
English Language Learner group classes. 
The friendly, flexible yet structured setting 
is ideal for those who want to improve 
their English communication skills. Led by 
Stacey Fields. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Thursdays through Aug. 10. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Friday, July 21
Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with Amy. 

A great dance fitness workout for those who 
like to sweat, sizzle and tone while moving 
to the beat of exhilarating rhythms with 
a low impact/high intensity approach. A 

perfect class for those who need to protect 
vulnerable body parts such as knees, 
shoulders and back. Try a free trial class. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to 
noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. Info: Call or 
text the instructor at 914-643-6162.

Play Days at Jay. Pack a picnic and spend 
the afternoon at John Jay Homestead. 
Explore the six discovery centers and help 
volunteers collect eggs from the chicken 
coop. Education staff will lead a short 
hands-on activity. John Jay Homestead, 400 
Jay St. (Route 22), Katonah. 12 to 2 p.m. 
Free. Fridays through Oct. 27. Info: 914-
232-8119 or visit www.johnjayhomestead.
org.

Jazz at Pierson Park Concert Series: 
Michael Tate & 3D. The third of eight 
Friday night jazz concerts. Presented by 
New York-Presbyterian. Pierson Park, 
West Main Street, Tarrytown. 6:30 p.m. 
Free. (Concert will be moved to the senior 
center in the park in the event of rain.) 
Info: Visit www.jazzforumarts.org.

“You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.” 
Westmoreland Sanctuary Nature Center 
& Wildlife Preserve’s outdoor theatrical 
production. Local community theatre at its 
finest and most fun where cast members 
– children and adults – come from across 
the county to perform in this interactive 
show. Proceeds from ticket sales support 
the center’s environmental education 

continued from previous page

continued on page 20

By Silas White
With anti-Muslim hostility rising 

nationally, a group of about 100 people 
gathered on Sunday at the Ethical Culture 
Society in White Plains to discuss ways 
to combat and prevent Islamophobia and 
associated hate crimes.

The event, organized by the Westchester 
Coalition Against Islamophobia (WCAI), 
featured two speakers: Dr. Mahjabeen 
Hassan, chair of the American Muslim 
Women’s Association (AMWA), and 
Khusro Elley, treasurer of the Westchester 
Coalition against Islamophobia and 
trustee of the Upper Westchester Muslim 
Society. 

Both speakers used personal anecdotes 
to inform the public and dispel myths 
about Islam. Hassan spoke about women 
and Islam, and her own relation to Islam 
as a Muslim woman. 

“What goes through your mind when 
you see a Muslim woman who has 
decided to cover her head with a scarf, 
which is called a hijab?” Hassan asked 
the audience. “I will try to bring my own 
stories in here so if you see a Muslim 
woman covering her hair you realize she 
is not uneducated, she is not suppressed, 
she has a mind of her own, and she can 

talk to you in an intelligent way.”
During Elley’s remarks, he addressed 

media portrayal of Islam as a political 
institution rather than a religion.

“Islam is an extension of Christianity, as 
Christianity is an extension of Judaism,” 
he said. 

By portraying Islam as foreign and 
radical when it is not, “we are setting 
ourselves up for a clash of civilizations,” 
Elley said.

After each speaker’s presentation, a 
question-and-answer session was held 
where members of the audience asked 
Hassan and Elley questions about their 
faith. 

Elley dismissed myths about jihad and 
Sharia Law, stating that linguistically 
jihad simply means, “struggle” and that it 
is not a violent concept or a declaration of 
war against other religions.

Elley also responded to an audience 
question about Sharia Law. 

“Sharia Law is about…how Muslims 
should govern themselves,” he said. 
“Nobody is trying to pass Sharia Law in 
the United States. Why are people in the 
United States so concerned? Who’s asking 
for (Sharia Law) in the U.S.? Certainly not 
Muslims.”

According to Hassan, meetings like 
the event held in White Plains are 
particularly important in communities 
like Westchester.

“We (Muslims) can only reach those 
that are already open-minded,” she said. 
“But those individuals can reach the 
close-minded.”

WCAI describes itself as a grassroots 
organization of concerned individuals of 
all faiths committed to opposing bigotry 
and discrimination. According to WCAI 
President Charles Chesnavage, WCAI 
formed in 2012 when anti-Muslim ads 
posted by Pamela Geller of the American 
Freedom Defense Initiative appeared on 
Metro-North train platforms.

Islamophobia has appeared in a 
variety of forms from stereotyping 
to discrimination in daily life and 
harassment in schools, as well as efforts 
to prevent the establishment of mosques, 
according to WCAI. 

“History has taught us that none of us 
is safe when any of us are threatened,” a 
WCAI information sheet stated.

The meeting was open to the public 
and well-attended by local officials, a 
representative of the Greenburgh Human 
Rights Association and representatives 

from various religious or human rights 
groups. 

WCAI members meet the third 
Thursday each month at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Ethical Culture Society of Westchester. Its 
meetings are open to the public. 

Panel’s Speakers Seek to Dispel Misconceptions About Islam

Khusro Elley, treasurer of  the Westchester 
Coalition against Islamophobia and trustee of  
the Upper Westchester Muslim Society.
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and conservation efforts. Westmoreland 
Sanctuary, 260 Chestnut Ridge Rd., Mount 
Kisco. 6:30 p.m. $22. Westmoreland 
Sanctuary members: $20. Children (15 and 
under): $15. Also July 22 and 29 at 2 and 
6:30 p.m., July 28 at 6:30 p.m. and July 23 
and 30 at 3 p.m. Info an tickets: 914-666-
8448 or visit www.westmorelandsanctuary.
com.

Friday Night Cinema: “Vertigo.” 
Hitchcock’s classic 1958 thriller starring 
Jimmy Stewart and Kim Novak. Afraid of 
heights and caught up a world of obsession, 
manipulation and desire, a police detective 
is forced to retire after his fear of heights 
causes the death of a fellow officer. His 
subsequent obsession with the beautiful 
Novak spirals into of madness and lies. 
Post-screening discussion led by Professor 
Valerie Franco. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Saturday, July 22
Pleasantville Farmers Market. 

Experience the largest year-round farmers 
market in Westchester and the one voted 
Best of Westchester from 2014 to 2017. 
With 56 vendors and seven nearby parking 
lots, the market is a delicious good time 
every This week, the Mike Risko Music 
School will be on hand for kids from 9:30 
to 11 a.m. and the music series will feature 
classical/pop guitarist Austin Charnis 
from 10 a.m. to noon. This market is a 
dog-free environment. Memorial Plaza, 
Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday through Nov. 18. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Locally-
raised and produced food to the community 
in a weekly market, creating a connection 
between shoppers and small-scale food 
producers in the region. Chappaqua 
train station. Chappaqua. 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Invasive Plants and Native Species 
Education Session. The Mount Kisco 
Conservation Advisory Council in 
partnership with the village’s Tree 
Preservation Board present this session to 
help gardeners and naturalists of all ages 
overcome the challenges presented by 
invasive plant species and care for native 
varieties in order to support pollinators, 
biodiversity and sustainable beauty. A 
short talk and demonstration on the care of 
native plants and the recognition of harmful 
Invasive species will be followed by a guided 
walk in the surrounding park and woods, 
where participants will learn to identify the 
plants in the wild. Led by a group of local 
experts. Tea House at Leonard Park, Mount 
Kisco. 9:30 a.m. Free. 

Hole-in-One Contest and Raffle. The 
Pleasantville Lions Club will hold this sixth 
annual event. Prizes include $1,000 for a 

hole-in-one and $100, $75 and $50 for first, 
second and third closest to the pin. There 
will also be cash raffle prizes. Proceeds to 
benefit Guiding Eyes for the Blind. Parkway 
Field, Marble Avenue, Pleasantville. 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. $10 for six balls and six raffle tickets 
or $20 for 18 balls and 15 raffle tickets. Rain 
date: July 23 at 11 a.m.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Also July 29. Info: 914-273-3887.

Meditation Workshop. Michael 
Cardillo will help you reach peace and a 
clear vision in meeting your life’s goals. An 
AA member, he will share his knowledge 
and meditation techniques. Open to all. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. 
Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. 
Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-215-1720 
or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Group Summer Exhibition Opening 
Reception. Summer is the season that 
shapes our lives through memories 
collected, embellished, catalogued and 
augmented each year. View a collection 
of works by different artists that embody 
an entire summer’s worth of enrichment 
and inspiration. The Lionheart Gallery, 
27 Westchester Ave., Pound Ridge 4 to 7 
p.m. Free. Exhibit continues through Sept. 
1. Gallery is open Wednesday through 
Saturday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 
from 12 to 5 p.m. Info: 914-764-8689 or 
visit www.thelionheartgallery.com.

Boys of the Bronx Doo Wop Night: 
The Belmonts and John Kuse and 
The Excellents. The Belmonts feature 
smooth vocals, spot-on harmonies and 
an incredible lineup of hits that make 
this concert a performance you will 
love. John Kuse and The Excellents are 
one of the premier groups on the circuit 
today. Westchester Broadway Theatre, 1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Dinner at 6:45 
p.m. Show at 8:30 p.m. $84 per person 
(plus tax). Show only: $50 per person (plus 
tax). Info and tickets: 914-592-2222 or visit 
www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Moms and Dads Rock for Northern 
Westchester Hospital’s Music Therapy. 
Come for an evening of music, dancing, 
laughter and a rockin’ good time. Featuring 
local bands Lawless, ONL and The Shaves. 
Beverages will be provided. A gourmet 
food truck will be on hand to sell food. For 
adults 21 and up. Rippowam Cisqua School 

Auditorium, 325 West Patent Rd., Mount 
Kisco. 7 p.m. $100. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.nwhconnect.org/2017Rock or contact 
Whitney Wasserman at 914-242-8382 or 
e-mail wwasserman2@northwell.edu.

Live Music at Chappaqua Station: 
Pito Carolyn Leonhart. With a hat 
tipped to New York’s musical renaissance, 
Chappaqua Station welcomes local and 
international musicians to the historic 
train station. Think intimate lounge setting, 
warm bourbon glow, farm fresh cuisine 
and an inclusive spirit of Westchester’s 
vibrant culture. Chappaqua Station, 1 
Station Plaza, Chappaqua. First seating 7 
to 8:30 p.m. for $10 per person for table 
reservation. Second seating 9 to 10 p.m. for 
$5 per person. First come, first served at 
bar with no cover charge. Tickets available 
through Eventbrite. Info: 914-861-8001 or 
visit www.chappaquastation.com.

Jazz and Soul: Charlie Lagond. The 
Small Town Theatre Company presents 
the second of four outdoor summer 
concerts featuring this Westchester-
based saxophonist. The co-founder of 
the Lagond Music School, he has worked 
as a professional musician for more than 
35 years, performing around the world 
with artists including Chet Baker, Woody 
Herman, Buddy Rich, Bernard Purdie, 
Chuck Mangione, The Jackson 5, The 
Temptations, Natalie Cole and Kid Creole 
and the Coconuts, with whom he has 
performed at several presidential inaugural 
balls and at a command performance by 
request of Princess Diana. Bring a lawn 
chair and a picnic basket. Wampus Brook 
Park, Maple Avenue, Armonk. 8 p.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.SmallTownTheatre.com.

Sunday, July 23
Downtown Thunder: The Sixth 

Annual Charity Motorcycle Ride. A 
benefit for Guiding Eyes for the Blind. A 
police-escorted ride through the scenic 
Hudson Valley, all you can eat barbecue, 
free raffles, music, vendors and Nick’s 
ice cream truck. Registration and start at 
Mount Kisco Village Hall, 104 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. Registration at 8 a.m. Start 
at 10 a.m. Riders return about noon for 
the barbecue at the Boys & Girls Club of 
Northern Westchester, 351 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. Suggest donation: $25 per 
rider and $40 for rider and passenger. 
All bikes are welcome. Pre-registration: 
Visit www.mountkiscolionsclub.org. Info: 
Contact Bob Scopelliti at 914-760-0014. 

Italian Heritage Festival. Music and 
dance, arts and crafts and food vendors. 
Bring blankets and folding chairs. Rain or 
shine. Kensico Dam Plaza, 1 Bronx Parkway, 
Valhalla. 12 to 7 p.m. Free admission and 
parking. Info: 914-231-4033. 

Arab-American Heritage Festival. 
Music and entertainment, crafts and food 
vendors. Ridge Road Park, Hartsdale. 12 to 
7 p.m. Free admission. Info: 914-864-PARK.

Butterflies, Bees and Birds in the 

Native Plant Meadow. Visit the center’s 
meadow with a naturalist who will fill 
you in on the intricacies of life in this rich 
ecosystem — who does what, who eats 
who and how all these living things interact 
and depend upon each other. Enter the 
butterfly exhibit for a close encounter with 
butterflies. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. Members: 
$5. Non-members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Monday, July 24
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday. RSVP suggested. Info and RSVP: 
Contact Tina Campbell at 914-441-1383 
or e-mail tinacambell@masternetworks.
net. or just drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Young Explorers Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Jazz at Henry Gourdine Park Concert 
Series: Erik Lawrence Quartet. The 
second of four Monday night jazz 
concerts. Presented by New York-
Presbyterian. Henry Gourdine Park at 
the Riverfront, Ossining. 6:30 p.m. Free. 
(Concert will be moved to the Joseph G. 
Caputo Community Center, 95 Broadway, 
Ossining in the event of rain.) Info: Visit 
www.jazzforumarts.org.

Belly Dancing. Learn this captivating 
Middle Eastern dance and enrich your 
cultural knowledge. Whether you want 
to dance professionally or just have fun 
and get in shape, this is the place to start. 
Josie’s International School of Dance, 42 
Memorial Plaza, Level B, Pleasantville. 7 
p.m. $20. Every Monday. Info: 914-332-
8670 or visit www.josiedance.com.

continued from page 19
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Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

By Dr. Rajesh Gupta
Summertime and the kids are home with loads 

of free time. They may feel inclined to relax on 
the couch until school starts up again in the fall, 
but don’t let them miss out on the lively energy 
of those summer months. Here are several healthy 
activities that you and your little ones can enjoy 
together.

Find a Farm and Get to Picking
Strawberries, blueberries, blackberries or 

whatever savory treat you and your kids enjoy, pick 
them yourself. Local farms and nurseries are the 
perfect locations to tackle a fun task of collecting 
something you both like together. 

Once your buckets are filled, head to the kitchen 
to try out your favorite fruit-filled recipes. Visit 
your local farmers market for a larger selection 
and give your children a few dollars to spend. Turn 
this into a yearly tradition and they’ll look forward 
to it every time. Now you can check a few items off 
your grocery list in exchange for sweet memories.

Put Your Green Thumb to the Test
If you currently have a home garden, or are 

willing to practice your planting skills, encourage 
your kids to join you. Take the time to plan how 
big or small you’ll make your garden and where 
and what vegetables or flowers you want to grow. 
No need to commit to a huge project; this will 
be a rewarding pursuit for everyone involved, 

no matter the size. You could even offer a small 
section as their own responsibility. They will take 
pride in playing an important role in the summer-
long upkeep and benefit from having a healthy 
snack right outside the house.

The Outdoors are in
Ditch the digital distractions (except for maybe 

a camera) and head outside to soak up the vitamin 
D. Spend a Saturday with your children navigating 

a nearby state park or nature reserve; you can 
spend some time hiking, swimming, canoeing or 
taking a leisurely nature tour. 

Depending on your child’s age and abilities, 
there are a wide variety of outdoor adventures 
to undertake. This is a great chance to get some 
exercise and give your kids the opportunity to 
explore. Pack the sunscreen, plenty of water and 
a picnic lunch for your day-trip destination, and 
you’ll be good to go.

Create Your Own Masterpiece
Whether it’s decorating flower pots, painting a 

picture or assembling a homemade bird feeder, 
you can’t go wrong with arts and crafts. A few 
simple supplies and a child’s imagination can go 
a long way. Exercising your child’s mind with 
creative crafting has been linked to lifelong brain 
development gains. This is also a smart way to 
keep busy while escaping the summer heat or 
seeking shelter from a thunderstorm.

But don’t forget to keep a close eye on 
your children to prevent injuries during your 
summertime fun. Staying hydrated and avoiding 
sunburn will ensure the good times last even 
longer. 

Enjoy and have a safe and happy summer!
Dr. Rajesh Gupta is medical director of AFC Urgent 
Care in Yorktown.

The Best (And Healthiest!) Summer Activities for You and Your Kids
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 071817

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
Equipment Auction: Taylor, PA, Live/
webcast 7/13/2017. Dump Trucks, Hydro-
mobiles, Telescopic Forklifts, Trucks, 
Trailer. Visit cowley1.com 570-499-8883 
AU0023L

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 

Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a Free info 
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West-
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500 

HEALTH
SILDENAFIL Active Chemical in VI-
AGRA 20mg, 30 Tablets for $35. By 
Greenstone, a Pfizer Company. Rye Beach 
Pharmacy- Rye, NY. 914-967-0856, Ext 5ñ 
Can FedEx. RyeRx.com; info@ryerx.com

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

HOMES FOR SALE
CORTLANDT MANOR $640,000 20 
Conklin Avenue OPEN HOUSE 7/22 12 
– 2 PM New 4 BR/2.5BA Colonial!  EIK, 
FDR, FPL, CAC, deck, walk out finished 
basement. Still time to customize!  Cold-
well Banker Residential Brokerage, Yor-
ktown 914-245-3400

 LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 2, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/26/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 3, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/25/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HIGH 
HILL ASSOCIATES LLC filed with the 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 05/16/2017. 
A Management Consulting business with 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 3 High 
Hill Farm Pl, Thornwood, NY  10594. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LAY-
FIELD, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
March 30, 2017. Office location West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the busi-
ness address: 312 Main Street Apt. 6F 
White Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF RE-
GAL VOYAGE INTERNATIONAL, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 
4/7/17. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Terry Mansfield and Victoria Mans-
field, 14 Steven Drive, Unit #2, Ossin-
ing, NY 10562. Purpose: any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JUST 
BREATHE HEALING CENTER, LLC.  
Arts of Org filed with the Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/19/2017. Office 

loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process to the 
principal business address: 731 Saw Mill 
River Road, Ste. 7, Ardsley NY 10502. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AC-
CENTS DRAPERY & INTERIORS 
LLC. Articles of organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York on April 
14, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Mary Jimenez, 527 Halstead Ave Mama-
roneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LABOY 
CONSTRUCTION LLC.  Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/27/2017.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: c/o 
LABOY CONSTRUCTION LLC, 65 
Winchester Avenue, Peekskill, New York 
10566.  Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WNW 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 6/15/2017. 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: CT Corpo-
ration System, 111 Eighth Avenue, New 
York, NY 10011. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of JMD Se-
curity LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 05/18/2017.  Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: Joseph DeCan-
dia, 35 Aspen Road New Rochelle, NY 
10804.  Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION Notice 
is hereby given that a license number 
1301628 for an On Premises Liquor Li-
cense has been applied for by Kisco Kitch-
en LLC. under the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law for premises located at 441 
Main Street. Mt. Kisco, New York 10549, 
County of Westchester for on-premises 
consumption.

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING The 
Board of Trustees of the Village of Pleas-
antville will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, July 24, 2017, 8:00pm prevailing 
time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville, 
NY to hear comments as it pertains to a 
Local Law Amending Chapter 173 Ve-
hicles & Traffic, Section 173-64, Sched-
ule XVI, entitled “No Stopping Certain 

continued on next page
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The natural 
and scientific 
components of 
winemaking are 
similar to the 
production of 
numerous other 
products. These 
products share 
the core processes 
and procedures of 

winemaking, but deviate at some point in 
their unique lifecycles. The end results bear 
the imprint of the winemaking process but 
are distinct unto themselves. 

Examples abound. Coffee, cheese, 
bread, yogurt, chocolate, beer and spirits 
production share certain critical steps of 
winemaking that have a major influence on 
the end product sold in the marketplace. 

This week, I’m focusing on a comparison 
of the chain of ingredients and processes 
that result in your favorite wine, coffee and 
chocolate.

To do so, I’ve identified four major 
elements along the production chain that I 
feel best exemplify these similarities:

1. The baseline agricultural 
environment.

Wine: Select grape varietals will only 
thrive under a very specific balance of soil, 
climate, elevation and exposure to the sun 
(in the aggregate, referred to as terroir). 

Coffee: The unique terroirs of select 

regions of South America and Asia are 
conducive to the best expressions of certain 
coffee bean varieties. 

Chocolate: The finest cacao beans are 
grown within 20 degrees of the equator, 
where a consistently warm and humid 
terroir produces thriving cacao trees and 
crops. The most highly prized crops are 
from Ecuador, Venezuela and the West 
Africa region. 

2. The core ingredients. 
Wine: The horticultural species that 

produces the finest wine grapes is Vitis 
Vinifera. From this species, hybrids have 
been developed that thrive in specific 
regions. An example: Burgundy wines 
produced from the Pinot Noir grape in the 
Burgundy region. 

Coffee: Two species account for the 
greatest production of beans. The Arabica 
species is highly flavorful and relatively 
low in caffeine and acidity and accounts for 
nearly 70 percent of coffee sold and brewed 
around the world. The Robusta species 
tends to be more bitter, less flavorful and 
contains double the caffeine of the Arabica.

Chocolate: The species commonly grown 
is Theobroma. Three strains of Theobroma 
dominate cacao bean production. The 
Criollo is the most highly prized, followed 
– in decreasing flavor and quality – by 
Trinitario and Forastero.

3. The transformation process.
Wine: Harvested grapes are fermented 

utilizing select forms of yeast for various 
periods of time, and then crafted in a 
winery to achieve a desired aroma, flavor 
and alcohol profile. 

Coffee: Coffee berries are harvested at 
their peak. Beans are then extracted from 
the berry, typically through a fermentation 
process, dried to 11 percent moisture, 
bagged and shipped (as “green coffee”) to 
roasting houses. 

Chocolate: Beans are extracted from a 
harvested cacao pod, fermented and dried. 
As with winemaking, fermentation is the 
key step that differentiates 
one finished chocolate 
product from the next. 
This step, in the hands of 
a chocolate processor, the 
second link in the chain, 
creates the true flavors and 
textures that chocolatiers 
seek.

4. The final influence. 
Wine: Fermented wines may be aged 

and/or blended by a winemaker to craft a 
unique statement of his or her creativity.

Coffee: The green coffee beans 
undergo roasting and brewing processes. 
Professional roasters coax the internal heat 
of beans to 400 degrees, until the internal 
oils begin to emerge. Light, medium or dark 
roasts refer to the duration of the roasting 
process. It is through this process that the 
distinctive aromas and flavors of each batch 

of (now brown) beans are created. 
Chocolate: A chocolate manufacturer, the 

third link in the process, roasts fermented 
beans. These beans are separated into three 
components – a liquid (for flavor), a butter 
(for texture) and a powder (for finesse). 
The recipe for the proportions of these 
ingredients, combined with sugar, lecithin 
and vanilla, creates the ultimate bulk 
chocolate sold to chocolatiers. 

The bulk chocolate, it is sold onward 
to select chocolatiers, the final link in 
the process. The ultimate fine chocolate 

bar is crafted from their 
proprietary recipes and 
processes. 

With this further 
knowledge of the 
similarities and differences 
of these three products, I 
encourage you to compare 
and contrast the numerous 

products in the marketplace. You’re likely to 
discover new favorites of each.
Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 20 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member 
of the Wine Media Guild of wine writers. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings and 
wine travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Wine, Coffee and Chocolate: More Similarities Than You May Think

continued from previous page
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Hours”, Ashland Avenue as follows: ADD:
Section 173-64, Schedule VXI “No Stop-
ping Ashland Avenue East and West 
7:00am to 4:00pm Monday through Fri-
day, except July and August 75 feet north 
and south of the inter-section with the 
“school access driveway”-Judith Wein-
traub Village Clerk, Village of Pleasant-
ville, Westchester County, New York

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MUD-
DY PAWS DOG AND CAT COM-
PANIONS, LLC, filed with SSNY on 
4/20/2017. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 

upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Legalinc Corporate 
Services Inc, 1967 Wehrle Drive, Suite 
I-086, Buffalo, NY 14421. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SOUNDSHOREPHOTO, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 03/22/17. 
Office loc: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
bee designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 3 West End 
Place, Harrison, NY 10528. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

LEGAL NOTICE NOTICE OF FOR-
MATION OF A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY (LLC) BRITTANY DIG-
NAN CONSULTING LLC dba NEAT 
Method. Articles of organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
on 5/31/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated,  
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: 15 Winslow Rd, 
White Plains, NY 10606. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: LOOKING FOR SOME-
THING THAT WILL ENRICH YOUR 
LIFE? Join our Sept 2017 or Jan 2018 Vol-
unteer Puppy Raiser Class. Application on 
website. Putnam Service Dogs. 917-449-
5359, info@putnamservicedogs.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/ KIT Complete Treatment Sys-
tem.  Available: Hardware Stores. The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com. Try Harris  
Guaranteed Roach Killers Too!

REAL ESTATE
WATERFRONT CABIN SITE 5 AC 
- $79,900 Tiny unspoiled lake, private 
woodlands, Utils. Stunning upstate NY 
location! Terms avail . 888-479-3394

HUDSON VALLEY LAND BARGAINS 
5 TO 50 ACRES FROM $49,900! 20 mins 
from Albany, 2 hrs GW Bridge! Woods, 
stonewalls, privacy! Terms! 888-905-8847
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

RECRUITMENT
RESTAURANT STAFF NEEDED. Assis-
tant manager $1000 week, Kitchen Help-
ers $12-$18 per hour.  Full time/nights/
weekends (Avg 40hrs per week) 914-738-
1413 edooffice2017@gmail.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 071817
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Thomas Dachik of  Bedford Hills/Katonah delivers 
a pitch in the Hawks’ 10-0 win over Mt. Kisco.

The Hawks’ Chris Radovic pitches in the final 
inning of  the 10-0 win over visiting Mt. Kisco.

Mt. Kisco’s Evan Reed gets ready to swing at a 
pitch vs. BHK.

David Boucher of  Bedford Hills/Katonah hits the 
ball up the middle during the Hawks’ game vs. the 
Chiefs.

Oscar Morabito stays ready at second base in 
BHK’s 14U home game vs. Mt. Kisco.

BHK 14U infielders, left to right, Matt Eiden, Ryan 
Lorenzo, Alex Kornblau and Oscar Morabito stand 
together during a pitching change.

BHK’s Vinny Derbabian runs toward third base in 
the Hawks’ home victory vs. Mt. Kisco.

The Chiefs’ A.J. Townsend runs the bases in last 
week’s game at Bedford Hills.

Mt. Kisco pitcher Spencer Rosen fires to the plate 
in the Chiefs’ game against Bedford Hills/Katonah.

Mt. Kisco shortstop Matt Antolino fields a late 
throw at second as BHK’s Thomas Dachik steals a 
base in last Sunday’s 14U game.

Mt. Kisco second baseman Matt Luppino waits for 
a chance to field the ball in last Sunday’s game.

Luke Torre of  the Mt. Kisco Chiefs swings the bat 
vs. the host Hawks.

f o c u s  o n
GREATER HUDSON VALLEY

BASEBALL LEAGUE
Mt. Kisco vs. Bedford Hills/Katonah 14U
Sunday, July 9 • Bedford Hills Memorial Park
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Lauren Schmidt prepares to fire a shot in the 
Panthers’ playoff  rout of  Croton.

Nolan McAndrew gets set to launch a shot at the 
cage early in the season.

Brianna Tucci pitches during a Panther home 
softball game.

Brian Reda dodges his way to the goal in the 
Panthers’ 12-11 overtime loss to Shoreham-
Wading River.

The Panthers’ Riley Kennedy goes high in the air 
to send a shot on goal vs. visiting Briarcliff.

First-singles player Mark Indriolo hits a forehand 
return during a match at Valhalla.

Isabelle Graj competes in the hurdles at the 
Westchester County Championships.

The Panthers’ Jean-Christophe Yahia runs in the 
800 at the league championships.

The Panthers’ Nick Salzarulo reaches back for a 
little extra as he pitches in a game at Parkway 
Field.

Panthers outfielder Nick Satriale swings the bat 
during a home game vs. Briarcliff.

Kristie Guttridge stays ready at shortstop before 
her senior season ended with an injury.

The Panthers’ Jack Howe moves toward the cage 
in a home win over Briarcliff.

Michael Matica sends a fly ball toward right field in 
the sectional playoffs.
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PLEASANT VILLE
Spring 2017

A Look Back
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The Renegades’ Oscar Rojas runs to third base in 
Friday’s game vs. Mahoning Valley.

Mahoning Valley right fielder Will Benson is 
greeted by pitcher James Karinchak after making 
a dazzling diving catch in the second inning vs. 
the Renegades.

Renegades second baseman Vidal Brujan steps 
on second base for a force out and avoids a 
collision with shortstop Taylor Walls.

Hudson Valley’s Rafelin Lorenzo hits a foul ball as 
he bats in the third inning vs. the Mahoning Valley 
Scrappers.

Angel Perez takes a big swing in the bottom of  
the third inning of  the Renegades’ 8-0 home win.

Taylor Walls awaits a pitch as he bats in the first 
inning of  Friday’s game.

The Renegades’ Vidal Brujan beats the throw to 
first baseman Samad Taylor for a bunt single in 
Friday night’s game at Dutchess Stadium.

Hudson Valley’s Isaac Benard races around the 
bases during Friday’s win over the Scrappers.

Brendan McKay, far left, the fourth pick in the 2017 MLB draft, watches from the dugout as his new 
teammates play Mahoning Valley.

Hudson Valley’s Nicholas Padilla delivers a pitch in Friday night’s 8-0 victory over Mahoning Valley. He gave up just three hits in six innings to earn his first win.

f o c u s  o n
RENEGADES BASEBALL
Friday, July 14 • Dutchess Stadium
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By Andy Jacobs
The Tampa Bay Rays realize they’re 

in uncharted territory trying to tap 
the full potential of multitalented top 
prospect Brendan McKay, the 21-year-
old University of Louisville star recently 
chosen with the fourth selection in the 
2017 MLB draft.

“This is unprecedented,” said Mitch 
Lukevics, the Rays’ director of minor 
league operations, during an introductory 
McKay press conference at Dutchess 
Stadium late Saturday afternoon in 
advance of the college player of the 
year’s pro debut with the Hudson Valley 
Renegades 24 hours later. “What Brendan’s 
gonna go through here in the Hudson 
Valley, it’s really unprecedented with him. 
You know, being a first baseman, DH and 
pitch, it’s gonna happen. We’re excited.”

The reason for that excitement is that 
McKay, who hits and throws left-handed, 
just completed one of the most spectacular 
single seasons in NCAA baseball history, 
blasting 18 home runs and batting .341 
while also winning 11 games as the ace 
of the Cardinals’ pitching staff. With his 
abilities at the plate and on the mound, 
he has been called by scouts the best two-
way player since Dave Winfield starred 
for the University of Minnesota more 
than four decades ago. 

According to Renegades manager Craig 
Albernaz, tasked with overseeing the first 
steps in McKay’s unique ascension to the 
big leagues, he’ll have plenty of help along 
the way.

“This is a group effort from the whole 
organization, not just on my part,” he said. 
“With Mitch and all our coordinators 
and scouting department, there’s a very 
detailed and structured plan for Brendan 
to see how it goes with him. He’s been 
doing it his whole life, so there’s been a lot 
of input from him — how he did things — 

and we took that into consideration. And 
as the days go on, how he’s feeling, we’re 
gonna sort of play it by ear and go from 
there.”

For his part, McKay, a soft-spoken, 
low-key young man who seems far more 
content to let his bat and arm do the 
talking, is anxious to return to the playing 
field for the first time in nearly a month. 

“Just overall excited to be in the Hudson 
Valley and to get back into the swing of 
things,” he said as he addressed the local 
media for the first time. “Expectations 
for the season are just get in the swing 
of things and focus on being able to 
perform at this level and figuring out how 
to handle your body with the different 
change of schedule. Just getting used to 
the type of baseball played in the minor 
leagues.”

Only a couple of weeks removed 
from receiving a record-high seven-
million-dollar signing bonus from the 

Rays, McKay now finds himself about to 
embark on the next chapter of his baseball 
career, wearing a Renegades uniform in a 
very unfamiliar location. 

“Getting to the park and seeing it and 
everything, and getting to drive around 
a little bit, going places, I thought it’s a 
great place,” said McKay, a Pennsylvania 
native who once pitched 71 consecutive 
shutout innings in high school. “I thought 
it’s a great place. It feels small, but I realize 
that it’s pretty big. It’s like a comforting 
smallness to it. But I like the area and it’s 
gonna be a fun time.”

McKay had homered in his final game 
for Louisville, a 4-3 loss to TCU in the 
College World Series that brought an 
end to a record-setting 53-12 season for 
the Cardinals, who began the year with 
19 straight wins. He arrived in Dutchess 
County on Thursday and watched three 
games from the dugout before getting a 
chance Sunday to face live pitching for the 
first time in three and a half weeks. 

Facing the Mahoning Valley Scrappers, 
Albernaz penciled in McKay as the 
designated hitter and had him batting 
third in the lineup for a Hudson Valley 
team that had a strong start to its season 
before an 11-game losing streak sent the 
Renegades plummeting in the standings.

In the first at-bat of his professional 
career, McKay swung at a 3-0 pitch 
and rapped into a 4-6-3 inning-ending 
double play. He came up in the bottom 
of the fourth with another runner on 
base and promptly fouled out to third. 
His disappointing debut concluded 
with strikeouts in his final two plate 
appearances. 

But it won’t be long before the rust wears 
off and he starts displaying the skills that 
led to speculation the Minnesota Twins 
might select him with the first pick in the 
draft. His availability at No. 4 was reason 
to rejoice for Tampa Bay. 

“As a representative of the Rays,” said 
Lukevics, “we’re proud to have Brendan 

with our organization, our No. 1 pick this 
year. A No. 1 pick in a long line of really 
good No. 1 picks, from Josh Hamilton to 
Evan Longoria to David Price, to mention 
a few. Obviously he has a promising future 
based on the potential that he showed at 
the University of Louisville. That’s why 
he’s the No. 1 pick. It’s slow and steady, 
and that’s the best course of action. We’ll 
evaluate every day and see how this year 
will turn out for Brendan.”

“It’s great to be mentioned with all 
those names. They’re all great players that 
I’ve seen growing up watching on TV,” 
said McKay, who isn’t really sure how 
long he’ll need to reach the majors. “In 
my mind, I’m ready whenever that time 
comes. At that moment, I’ll be accepting 
of it and be ready for it whenever the 
organization feels fit for it.”

A Top Prospect Makes His Debut With the Renegades

Batting for the second time in his pro career, 
Brendan McKay fouls out to third base vs. 
Mahoning Valley.

McKay was chosen by Tampa Bay with the fourth 
pick in the 2017 MLB draft.

Top prospect Brendan McKay fields a question 
during Saturday’s press conference.

Hudson Valley’s Brendan McKay runs down the 
first-base line in his first plate appearance on 
Sunday afternoon.

McKay, the national college player of  the year, 
takes a mighty swing during Sunday’s game.

Brendan McKay awaits a pitch as he bats in the 
seventh inning on Sunday.

AN
DY

 JA
CO

BS
 P

HO
TO

S



Michael’s 
Garden Gate Nursery

Customer Appreciation Sale
Wednesday July 19th- Sunday August 6th

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30, Sun 10-4

50% OFF
914-666-3177

146 North Bedford Road
Mt. Kisco, Rt. 117

SPECIAL SALE
ALL Outdoor Pots and 

Window Boxes

20% OFF

Michael’s 
Garden Gate Nursery

Customer Appreciation Sale
Saturday July 14th - Tuesday July 31st

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30, Sun 10-4

50% OFF

914-666-3177
146 North Bedford Road

Mt. Kisco, Rt. 117
SPECIAL SALE

On Outdoor Pots
Window Boxes • Planters

25% OFF
Clay, Cement, Ceramic, Thermolite

TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF!

TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF!

TAKE 50% OFF!TAKE 50% OFF!TAKE 50% OFF!

FRESH 
STOCK!

FRESH 
STOCK!

FRESH 
STOCK!

FRESH 
STOCK!

ALL SALES FINAL, NO RAINCHECKS, NO FURTHER DISCOUNTS, NO GUARANTEES OR REFUNDS ON SALE ITEMS. 

FRESH
STOCK!

Unusual Plants

and More and Much More

Too Many to List! Ivy and Much More!

SEE US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM


