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Regional Rout

Nolan McAndrew and the Panthers
Run Past Section 9 Champ Highland
in the First Round of State Playoff
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By Andy Jacobs
A fast-moving thunderstorm arrived at 

Kingston’s Dietz Stadium last Thursday 
evening shortly after the Westlake boys’ 
lacrosse team had stepped onto the field 
to begin pregame warmups. 

When the thunder and lightning finally 
departed, the Wildcats took over for 
Mother Nature.

Scoring early and often, Westlake set 
off its own offensive fireworks, drubbing 
Section Nine champion James I. O’Neill 
20-3 in the opening round of the Class 
D state regionals. Michael Leva scored 
five goals and assisted on two others, 
while Rob DiNota added four goals as 
the Wildcats followed up their impressive 
upset of Bronxville with a dominating 
performance against the overmatched 
Raiders.

“They’re definitely confident  and 
we’ve got a couple of our guys playing 
the best lacrosse that they’ve played all 
season right now,” said Wildcats coach 
Hunter Burnard about his team, which 
made its first-ever appearance in the 
state tournament about as anxiety free 
as possible for him. “So it’s good timing. 
Some of our guys are definitely playing 
their best.”

The game, delayed an hour by the 
weather, was just 45 seconds old when the 
Wildcats’ Kyle Donnery, taking advantage 
of an O’Neill turnover, fired a shot past 
Raiders goalie Aaron Florence to open 
the evening’s scoring. Three minutes later, 
Leva, from the right doorstep, tallied his 
first goal at the end of a fast break.

It took just another seven seconds 
for the Wildcats to jump ahead 3-0 as 
DiNota, who won 13 of 15 face-offs in the 
first half, raced the ball down the middle 
of the field, faked a shot and then sent the 
ball past Florence. Less than 45 seconds 
later, Dylan Donnery scored the first of 
his two goals and the Wildcats suddenly 

had a 4-0 cushion less than five minutes 
into the contest. 

“We felt prepared coming into this one,” 
said Burnard, who saw film of O’Neill 
against the one common opponent the 
teams had – Haldane. “We just wanted 
to make sure the guys came out mentally 
ready to play. You know, you come 
emotionally ready to play and then all of 
a sudden you have to calm yourself down 
and refocus after an hour rain delay. But I 
think our guys did a pretty good job.”

A goal by the Raiders’ Brian Kelly 
cut the Westlake lead to 4-1 with 4:44 
remaining in the opening quarter, but late 
in the period Leva and James Gorman 
provided goals nine seconds apart, 
enabling the Wildcats to build a 6-1 lead 
after the opening 12 minutes. 

O’Neill got its second goal of the evening 
nearly two minutes into the second 
quarter, but wouldn’t score another until 
the final seconds of the fourth period. 
Meanwhile, Westlake, which had scored 
20 times in the sectional final against 
perennial power Bronxville, tacked on 
another six goals over a six-and-a-half-
minute stretch that increased its lead to 
12-2 at halftime. 

Adding to the indignity for the Raiders, 
the goal that gave the Wildcats a 10-2 
advantage with 4:25 left in the half, 
was actually put past the increasingly 
frustrated Florence by one of his own 
teammates. Then, just 30 seconds later, 
Ryan Donnery played cat and mouse with 
Florence from right of the cage, faking 
low and then easily depositing the ball 
into the back of the net.

Leva scored three of his goals in the 
third quarter, and DiNota added the 
two other Westlake goals as the Wildcats 
extended their lead to 17-2 after three 
quarters. According to Burnard, though, 
the emphasis at halftime was hardly on 
offense.

“Our goal in the second half was to not 
allow any more goals and just get on their 
hands and make life difficult when they 
were on offense,” he said. “Defense is just 
working hard, so we just wanted them to 
continue to work hard in the second half.”

It took over four minutes for Westlake 
to score once the fourth quarter got under 
way. Kyle Donnery picked up a loose ball 
left of the cage and sent a one-hopper past 
Florence for his third goal of the game. 
Nicholas Papaleo and Nicholas Gorman 
added the Wildcats’ final two goals of 

the game, but the highlight of the fourth 
quarter came when Burnard lifted goalie 
Nick Ryan with 4:35 left on the clock.

As Ryan trotted off the field, after 
finishing his night with 15 saves, he 
received a loud round of cheers from the 
appreciative Westlake crowd.

“It was great,” said Burnard about the 
ovation for his junior goalie. “They all love 
Nicky Ryan, so it was good to get him that 
applause. We graduated a great goalie last 
year in Brendan Birkelbach and that was 
a question mark coming into the season. 
And he has exceeded all expectations. 
He’s by far the most improved player and 
one of our most valuable players. He’s an 
all-league goalie and we can’t say enough 
about him.”

The Wildcats went on to defeat Section 
2 champion Greenwich 12-5 on Saturday 
behind three goals and three assists from 
Leva. Next up is a state semifinal on 
Wednesday evening against Long Island 
champ Babylon at Adelphi University. 
That game figures to be a far greater 
challenge than the one Westlake received 
from O’Neill in its first-ever appearance 
in the state tournament.

“Um, I’ll take 20 to 3 every day,” said 
Burnard, with a laugh. “It was awesome.”

Wildcats Storm Past O’Neill in the State Playoffs

the Wildcats’ Rob dinota gets set to fire a shot 
in the first half  of  Wednesday’s 20-3 win over 
section 9’s James I. o’neill.

Kyle donnery of  Westlake moves the ball up 
the field in the Wildcats’ lopsided victory in the 
opening round of  the state playoffs.

nicholas Gorman races up the field in the first 
quarter of  Wednesday’s state playoff  game, won 
easily by the Wildcats.

Michael Leva controls the ball behind the cage in 
last Wednesday’s regional game at dietz stadium.

Westlake’s dylan donnery runs past o’neill’s Jack barnes during last week’s state regional playoff  game 
in Kingston.

Westlake’s Jeff  Ausiello takes the ball toward 
midfield in the first half  vs. section 9 class d 
champion o’neill.
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By Andy Jacobs
According to Pleasantville boys’ 

lacrosse coach Chris Kear, the day is 
coming when the Panthers won’t be able 
to take teams in Section Nine for granted.

“They’ve always had great athletes 
in Section Nine,” he was saying last 
Wednesday afternoon. “It’s just a matter 
of getting a stick in their hands earlier. It’s 
only a matter of time before Section Nine 
is playing close games with Section One 
and beyond.”

Right now, though, the Panthers are 
far too formidable for Section 9’s current 
Class C champion, Highland, which 
stayed within shouting distance for two 
quarters before getting crushed after 
halftime in the opening round of the state 
regionals. All-Americans Brian Reda 
and Declan McDermott combined for 11 
goals as Pleasantville defeated the Huskies 
17-6 at Dietz Stadium in Kingston. 

Reda, who finished with six goals and 
three assists, scored twice in the opening 
half, which ended with the Panthers 
holding a 7-3 advantage. As they gathered 

in a corner of the field for their halftime 
chat, the Huskies tried to convince 
themselves the game was far from over. 

“We’re still in this,” one player shouted. 
“Four goals is nothing.”

The Panthers’ Kear had the same 
feeling.

“Yeah, they were in the game,” he said. 
“They have some great athletes, they 
were hustling all over the field. They were 

outhustling us on groundballs. 
But in the end, I think our 
shooters were just a little bit 
better and we were able to 
pull away with some pinpoint 
shooting and were able to beat 
their goalie. And their goalie 
was good. Hats off to him.”

Pleasantville midfielder 
Pat Doherty had opened the 
game’s scoring just 59 seconds 
after the opening face-off and 
the Panthers never trailed. 
They scored three times before 
Highland got on the board with 
a goal from Roger Hegeman 
with three and a half minutes 
left in the opening quarter. 
Reda’s goal with just six seconds 
on the clock gave Pleasantville 
a 4-1 margin heading to the 
second period. 

The teams traded goals over the first 
few minutes of the second quarter, but no 
one found the back of the net again after 
Lucas Cohen scored his second goal of 
the game with 5:13 remaining in the half. 
The Panthers had to settle for a four-goal 
edge at intermission.

“To start the game, we scored on our 
first shot, which I really liked,” said Kear. 
“I thought we were gonna come out hot. 
We kind of bogged down a little bit when 
they were playing their zone, and we 
misconnected on a couple of passes and 
a couple of shots that seemed to be pretty 
easy looks to me. So basically it was just 
a little bit of sloppy stick work. We didn’t 
have the longest warmup, but that’s not an 
excuse.”

McDermott scored a pair of goals 
before the third quarter was even two 
minutes old, stretching the Pleasantville 
lead to 9-3 and sending a clear message 
to the three-time Section Nine champion 
Huskies that their season would soon be 
ending.

A goal by Christian Canino moved 
Highland back within five with 8:45 left 
in the period, but Reda scored three more 
times and McDermott fired in a shot with 
13 seconds remaining in the quarter, 
enabling the Panthers to build their lead 
up to 13-5 with 12 minutes remaining in 
the game. 

There was no letup for Pleasantville at 

the start of the fourth quarter as Nolan 
McAndrew and Reda scored just 12 
seconds apart in the first half minute. 
As the clock ticked away the game’s final 
moments, the Panthers could start to turn 
their attention to the future.

A 15-5 rout of Section 2 champ 
Glens Falls on Saturday, highlighted by 
McDermott’s five goals, advanced the 
Panthers to their annual showdown 
against Long Island power Cold 
Spring Harbor in the state semifinals 
on Wednesday afternoon at Adelphi 
University.  

Despite the easy time the Panthers had 
getting past Highland last Wednesday, 
Kear knows they’ll have to raise their level 
much more if the third time is to finally 
be the charm against the Long Island 
champion Seahawks. 

“We’re gonna have to come out a lot 
sharper,” he said. “It’s something we talked 
about at the half. We felt like we were in a 
good position. We had a lot of good looks. 
But in the second half, we just needed to 
be a little sharper, connect on the passes, 
get our shots on cage. And they did that.”

Panthers Start the State Playoffs With a Rout of Highland

pleasantville goalie Jack Fitzgerald keeps his eyes 
on the ball in the fourth quarter of  the panthers’ 
17-6 regional win over section 9’s huskies.

brian Reda leaves a highland player behind as he makes his way to the cage in pleasantville’s rout of  
the huskies last week.

the panthers’ declan Mcdermott is defended by 
highland’s Roger hegeman during the opening 
round of  the state playoffs.

pleasantville’s Lucas cohen moves toward the cage for a shot in the second half  of  last Wednesday’s 
regional playoff  game at dietz stadium in Kingston.

Greg driscoll controls the ball in the fourth quarter of  
pleasantville’s 17-6 regional win over highland.

pleasantville’s charlie Mcphee (left) and James 
daniele apply pressure against highland’s Jesse 
Weaver during last Wednesday’s state regional 
game at dietz stadium.
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On the grounds of the USTA’s National Tennis Center, where so much of the sport’s 
history has occurred over the past four decades, two varsity players from Horace 
Greeley High School made a little bit of their own on Saturday morning.

James Wei and Dylan Glickman defeated their Quaker teammates, Spencer Lowitz and 
Kenta Toto, 6-4, 6-4 in an all-Greeley final for the doubles title at the state tournament, 
becoming the first players from the school to win a state tennis championship.

“The match was just such high quality,” said Quakers head coach Bennett Romney 
shortly after his top-seeded duo had put the finishing touches on their momentous 
victory. “This was as good as it gets. It was just back and forth and everyone held serve, 
everyone was playing well.”

The match, played at the indoor facility due to some rain just before its scheduled 
start, was the culmination of a spectacular season for the Quakers.

“As a team, we accomplished all our goals,” said Romney. “We went 13 and 0, 
undefeated. We won the San Marco Invitational Tournament, which was one of our 
goals. These four all went to States last year, and they just reshuffled the deck a little bit. 
Their goal starting in March was definitely to come back.”

Just nine days earlier, the two Greeley doubles teams had met in the finals of the 
Section One tourney, with Wei and Glickman winning by a nearly identical score. By 
reaching the sectional finals, the four Quakers earned a berth in the state tournament, 
played in the shadow of Arthur Ashe Stadium just a lob away from the brand new 
Grandstand Court that opened last year. 

Lowitz and Toto, seeded eighth in the tournament, easily won a pair of matches on 
Thursday to advance to the Friday quarterfinals, where they then defeated the second-
seeded team in straight sets. In the semifinals, also on Friday, they cruised past fourth-
seeded Sang Jin Song and Zachary Khazzam of Roslyn 6-2, 6-1. Wei and Glickman had 
a first-round bye, then won three successive matches in straight sets to reach the final. 

“It’s great for Greeley and the recognition for all the boys,” said Romney. “But, believe 
it or not, it’s a little hard for a coach and I think all of the fans and the supporters of both 
because all the kids are so likable, all four of the boys. You know, it’s great that we have a 
Greeley winner, but I think watching the match is difficult for everybody.”

According to Romney, the experience his players gained from playing in Queens a 
year ago was invaluable to their success this time around.

“It is a huge advantage understanding how the state tournament works, the two 
matches in a day, the length of the day, preparing yourselves, what to expect,” he said. 
“Being here last year, and this is James’ third year here, I think it’s a big edge knowing 
what to expect.”

Wei will soon be graduating, but the other three will all be back again next year, 
hoping to continue the Quakers’ success of 2017. 

“It’s just like, wow, you can’t have a better finish for all the kids,” said Romney after 
witnessing the dream doubles final. “I’m so happy for everybody involved.”

-Andy Jacobs

Greeley Doubles Team 
Wins State Championship

Greeley tennis players, left to right, Kenta togo, spencer Lowitz, James Wei and dylan Glickman all 
reached the finals in doubles at the state tennis tournament.

dylan Glickman puts away a high backhand volley 
late in the second set at the national tennis 
center.

James Wei and dylan Glickman wait at the net for 
the post-match handshake after their 6-4, 6-4 
victory in the state doubles final.

James Wei goes airborne as he serves the ball in 
saturday’s title match.

spencer Lowitz moves forward to hit a volley during saturday’s state doubles final in Queens.
Kenta togo follows through on a smash at the net in the championship double match on saturday 
morning.
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By Andy Jacobs
The Valhalla softball team was just 

four outs away late Thursday afternoon 
from advancing to the Class B regional 
finals of the state tournament. Then the 
clock struck midnight on the Vikings’ 
Cinderella playoff run. 

A two-out double off the bat of Marlboro 
seventh-grader Kasey Conn that just 
eluded the glove of right fielder Breanna 
Ciardullo plated the tying and go-ahead 
runs in the bottom of the sixth inning and 
lifted the Section Nine champion Iron 
Dukes to a 5-4 victory over the Vikings in 
an opening-round regional game played 
at Middletown High School. 

“Unfortunately, it was just a case of 
inexperience,” said Valhalla coach John 
Hayes, moments after his young team 
had fallen in a contest it led 3-0 halfway 
through. “In the fourth inning, we made 
an error. That opened it up a little bit. And 
then, honestly, just the inexperience kind 
of, you saw it right there, the pressure 
kind of setting in. You know, you learn 
from it. You learn from it.”

For a good portion of the nearly 
cloudless afternoon, the Vikings’ winning 
formula through the Section One playoffs 
was back on display. They jumped ahead 
early and left it up to sophomore pitcher 
Jillian Caldarola, who had tossed three 
consecutive shutouts, to seal the deal. 
She stranded a pair of Marlboro runners 
in the first inning, retiring 10 batters in a 
row before the Iron Dukes finally ended 
her scoreless streak in the fourth. 

“Ah, she was wonderful,” said Hayes 
about Caldarola. “She got out of some 
jams. At the end, they started to catch up 
to her a little bit, how we were working. 
That last inning, I think the last three 
batters had singles up the middle, and that 
cost us. For a rookie season, to take us this 
far, we’re very excited for the future.”

The present wasn’t bad, either, for the 
Vikings, especially when sophomore first 
baseman Giana Bencivengo stepped to 
the plate with two outs in the top of the 
first and nearly sent a Melonie Papuli 
pitch rocketing over the distant fence in 
deep left-center field. The ball landed up 
against the fence for a booming double, 
then Bencivengo took third on a wild 
pitch. But Deanna Yurus grounded to 
short to end the inning.

“Giana hit it to the deepest part of the 
park, 242, and it hit off the fence,” said 
Hayes. “You couldn’t have hit it any better. 
Haven’t seen a shot that far and then, 
unfortunately, it hit that fence.”

Kaitlyn Doherty led off the second 
inning by blasting another double to left. 
Two outs later, she stole third base, then 
scored the game’s first run when Emily 
Strupinsky barely beat the throw to first 
after her grounder to third base was 
bobbled. Ciardullo reached on a bunt 
single before the inning ended on Bella 
Riguzzi’s liner to third.

Caldarola began the top of the third 
with a single to center field. Bencivengo 
followed with a single down the right-
field line and Caldarola scored on an 

errant throw back to the infield. A 
single to center by Yurus brought home 
Bencivengo and stretched the Valhalla 
lead to 3-0. 

Caldarola was cruising along on 
the mound until she walked Shannon 
Camuso with two outs in the fourth. 
Kaitlyn Tudico lofted a fly to left that fell 
out of the glove of Strupinsky, putting 
runners on the corners. Alysia Kelley 
soon dumped a single into right, scoring 
Camuso and ending Caldarola’s bid for a 
fourth successive shutout. 

In the fifth inning, Marlboro tied 
the game with a pair of unearned runs. 
Conn reached on a throwing error and 
Victoria Sorace beat the throw to first by 
Caldarola on a bunt in front of the plate. 
A wild pitch brought in Conn and Sorace 
eventually scored on a sacrifice fly by 
Taylor Felicello. 

But in the sixth, the Vikings jumped 
ahead again as leadoff hitter Juliana 
Abbondola reached on an error, moved to 
second on 
Christina 

Ferrara’s sacrifice bunt, to third on a wild 
pitch and scored on Strupinksy’s grounder 
to second base.

Caldarola retired the first two Iron 
Dukes in the bottom of the inning before 
Kelley dropped a single into center field. 
Ashely Vacca followed with another 
hit to center and both runners moved 
up an extra base on an overthrow back 
to the infield. That set the stage for the 
game’s youngest player, Conn, who came 
through with her decisive two-run double 
to right-center just out of reach of a 
sliding Ciardullo.

In the Vikings’ final turn at the plate, 
Riguzzi swung at the first pitch and 
grounded out to short. Caldarola then 
bounced out to second. Bencivengo, 
perhaps wisely, was walked on four 
pitches, before Valhalla’s stellar 18-5 
season came to an end with a check-swing 
pop-up to second by Yurus. 

“Yeah, we keep getting up to here and 
Section 9 always seems 
to have our number,” said 
Hayes. “You could see, a little 
bit bigger, a little bit stronger. 
But we were right there. I 
actually thought we were 
gonna get over the hump 
today and then onto round 
two.” 

Despite the loss, the 
Vikings provided Hayes with 
another championship year 
to remember, one he perhaps 
didn’t see coming. 

“We really had one kid 
coming back, in center field, 
a senior,” he said. “And you 
had a rookie in left, a rookie 
in right, two freshmen up the 
middle, rookie third, rookie 
first, rookie on the hill and 
rookie behind the plate. We 
have progressed incredibly. 
I’m proud of ‘em. They took 
me beyond where we ever 
thought we could go.”

Marlboro’s Late Rally Puts an End to Valhalla’s Season

the Vikings’ Giana bencivengo runs the bases in 
the first inning of  last thursday’s regional after 
blasting a long double.

Emily strupinsky moves back toward second base 
during Valhalla’s 5-4 loss to Marlboro in the state 
playoffs at Middletown high school.

Valhalla’s Jillian caldarola delivers a pitch during 
thursday’s regional playoff  game against section 
9 champion Marlboro.

Valhalla right fielder breanna ciardullo watches two runs score for 
Marlboro on a double that just eluded her glove in the sixth inning.

Valhalla head coach John hayes directs his Vikings 
from the third-base line in thursday afternoon’s 
state regional game.

Valhalla senior bella Riguzzi awaits a pitch as she 
bats in the opening round of  the state playoffs.
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briarcliff  standout Jack Zimmerman finished first in the shot put and discus at the state qualifying meet.

Valhalla’s olivia bespolka competes in the triple 
jump. she finished fifth among 33 participants.

Greeley’s Ryan Jendzejec runs the anchor leg for 
the Quakers’ 4 x 800 relay team that finished 
second to Arlington.

briarcliff’s sophia Gelard wound up sixth in the 
400.

horace Greeley’s Jessica cristino turns on the 
speed as she competes in the 200. briarcliff’s Ryan Gallagher took second in the 

1600.

horace Greeley’s claire hotchkin runs to a 
second-place finish in the 400.

byram hills’ Grayson Kaminer runs in the 4 x 800 
at the state qualifier track meet.

Westlake’s Eric nieves heads for the finish line in 
the 200.
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T R A C K  &  F I E L D
S t a t e  Q u a l i f i e r  M e e t

W h i t e  P l a i n s  H i g h  S c h o o l
F r i d a y,  J u n e  2 ,  2 0 1 7
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The Byram Jr. Bobcats youth basketball program is accepting on-line try 
out registration for their 2017-2018 competitive travel basketball teams.  We 
are offering boys teams from grades 3rd to 8th and girls teams 4th to 7th.  
Please visit our website, www.jrbobcats.org  for more information regarding 
our programs and to register for try outs! 

www.jrbobcats.org
Our program is built on the principles of skill development with the 

emphasis on team and respect for the game. We strive to provide the more 
skilled basketball...

Byram Hills 
Junior Bobcats

Small NewS iS BiG NewS
adver tising@theexaminernews.com

914.864.0878

F a s t  a n d  F u r i o u s

congratulations to the pleasantville Road Runners U14 girls’ soccer team 
for successfully advancing to the 2017 new york state cup semifinals after 
defeating clarkstown soccer club, 2-0. pleasantville will be competing 
against Manhattan in the cup Final Four later this month.

Like
our 

SportS 
photoS? 

to purchase a digital file, 
email us at 

photos@
theexaminernews.com. 
Just include the name of  

the student athlete  
featured in the picture  

or pictures you’re  
interested in buying, the tuesday 

publication date in which  
the image or images appeared  

and the page number or numbers.  
photos are $25 each.
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Michael Leva Scores Five Goals
as Westlake Defeats O’Neill 20-3
in the State Regionals in Kingston
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