
ExaminerSports

An
dy

 JA
co

bs
 p

ho
to

Taming
the

Tigers

Ben Mautner and the Bobcats
Star t the Class C Sectionals
by Beating Putnam Valley 9-5
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Early in the second half of last Wednesday’s opening-round playoff game, Fox Lane 
found itself trailing visiting Ursuline 12-7. But the Foxes closed the game with 12 
consecutive goals. Catherine Schreiber finished with six goals, while Bridgit Connors, 
Olivia Dey and Gianna New added four apiece. Three days later, the Foxes’ season ended 
with a 14-12 loss to top-seeded Yorktown… Kathryn Finnegan scored five times and 
Lauren Drillock provided four goals as Pleasantville overwhelmed Croton-Harmon 
in a first-round Class D matchup. But the Panthers then fell to Putnam Valley in a 
quarterfinal game on Friday… Geovanna Valdivieso scored the deciding goal as host 
Valhalla edged Westake 12-11 last Wednesday. Raphaela DaSilva had four goals and 
Shannon Brosnan three for the Vikings, whose season ended two days later with a loss 
at second-seeded North Salem… Briarcliff has reached uncharted territory with its 
first appearance in the semifinals after beating host Irvington 20-17 in a game that was 
suspended by darkness Friday with the teams tied and eight minutes remaining. Jordan 
Ricciardi finished with eight goals and seven assists as the Bears advanced to a meeting 
with top-seeded Bronxville. 

bridgit connors of  Fox Lane passes the ball on a 
second-half  fast break last thursday afternoon at 
Memorial stadium.

Valhalla’s Geovanna Valdivieso scored the game-
deciding goal in the Vikings’ 12-11 win over 
visiting Westlake.

Fox Lane’s catherine schreiber pursues a loose 
ball in thursday’s game vs. Ursuline. she had six 
goals in the Foxes’ come-from-behind win.

Kathryn Finnegan of  pleasantville sets her sights 
on the goal in last week’s playoff  game. she had a 
team-high five goals in the rout of  croton.

pleasantville’s Lauren drillock (center), who had 
four goals in the playoff  win over croton, battles 
for a loose ball in the second half.

Westlake’s Jessica prauda finds room to shoot between McKenzie Flaherty and goalie hannah Etlinger in 
last Wednesday’s playoff  game against Valhalla.

Alexandra Falkenberg of  Westlake tries to run past Valhalla’s Juliana corradi during last week’s class d 
playoff  game.

asantville’s Lauren schmidt controls the ball in 
last Wednesday’s 18-7 win over croton-harmon.

Fox Lane’s Gianna new controls the ball in the 
second half  vs. visiting Ursuline. the Foxes closed 
the game with 12 straight goals to win 19-12.

olivia dey of  Fox Lane uses a screen from 
catherine schreiber as she takes the ball around 
the back of  the cage vs. Ursuline.
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Girls’  Lacrosse 2017 Sectionals
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dixon Matthews of  Fox Lane passes the ball in 
the first quarter vs. host Wappingers in a class 
A quarterfinal game played at the hopewell 
Recreation park.

briarcliff’s dyllon Knight tries to get to the cage in 
the second quarter of  saturday’s 5-4 playoff  win 
over hendrick hudson.

Mike diMarco of  byram hills surveys the field as 
he holds the ball vs. the visiting putnam Valley 
tigers.

briarcliff’s nicholas cebel moves menacingly 
toward the goal during the bears’ quarterfinal 
playoff  victory on saturday.

camron Fash of  briarcliff  controls the ball behind 
the cage in the first half  vs. visiting hen hud.

Fox Lane’s dillon Morgan gets ready to fire a 
shot at the cage early in Friday’s game vs. the 
Wappingers Warriors. he finished with five goals.

bryam hills goalie Griffen Rakower turned aside 23 
sleepy hollow shots in the bobcats’ quarterfinal 
win on saturday afternoon.

byram hills’ Luke yaroscak passes the ball in the 
bobcats’ opening-round sectional victory over 
putnam Valley.

ben Mautner of  byram hills takes the ball behind the cage in the second half  of  thursday’s 9-5 win 
over putnam Valley.

A trio of  briarcliff  players (left to right), Aiden Murnane, Kevin o’donnell and Lucas benson, force a 
turnover during the bears’ win over hen hud.

Matt Magnan’s spun and twisted his way in front of the cage to deliver the game-
winning goal with eight seconds left as Fox Lane defeated host North Rockland last 
Wednesday in the opening round of the Class A playoffs. On Friday, though, the Foxes 
fell 16-11 to the second-seeded Wappingers Warriors, who got seven goals from James 
Pratt and used a 6-0 run to overcome an early 3-1 deficit. Dillon Morgan scored five 
goals for the Foxes and Liam Belhumeur had four, while Walker West made nine saves… 
In Class C, Byram Hills  got three goals and an assist from Matt Grotta in a 9-5 victory 
over visiting Hendrick Hudson in the opening round. On Saturday afternoon, Grotta 
provided four goals and two assists and Ben Mautner had two goals and two assists in an 
11-3 quarterfinal win at Sleepy Hollow. Goalie Griffen Rakower made 24 saves to help 
send the fifth-seed Bobcats into a semifinal matchup against top-seeded Pleasantville, 
which got four goals from Brian Reda in an easy quarterfinal win against Lourdes… 
Westlake will be playing for its first-ever lacrosse championship on Thursday night 
after defeating Croton 16-4 on Monday. Rob DiNota scored five goals and added three 
assists for the Wildcats, who now face top-seeded Bronxville for the Class D title. An
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S P O R T S 
S C E N E

Emma Wickey of  briarcliff  watches her first tee 
shot of  the day during last week’s match at 
Metropolis country club.

davis Kim of  Greeley follows through on a 
forehand return last week at White plains 
high school. he earned a doubles berth in the 
sectional tournament.

sofia Giamartino of  byram hills sends a fly ball 
down the right-field line in last week’s season 
finale vs. nanuet.

byram hills pitcher Maggie croke delivers to 
the plate in the seventh inning of  last tuesday’s 
game.

byram hills center fielder Kayla Vesuvio holds the 
ball up for the umpire after making a diving catch 
in last tuesday’s home game vs. nanuet.

byram hills shortstop skylar sanders throws to 
first trying to complete a double play vs. visiting 
nanuet in the bobcats’ final game of  the season.

Macie Aronsky of  byram hills bats in the last 
inning of  the bobcats’ season finale vs. nanuet.

horace Greeley’s Adam Katz pitches during last 
tuesday night’s game vs. Roy c. Ketcham at 
dutchess stadium.

Greg Murray of  Greeley waits in the on-deck 
circle as he gets set to bat in last week’s game 
at dutchess stadium, won by the host Ketcham 
Indians.

briarcliff’s Aleena hussain drives the ball on the second hole in last tuesday’s match vs. scarsdale at 
Metropolis country club.

horace Greeley’s Luke Queiroz hits a serve last Wednesday en route to qualifying for the 
sectional tournament in singles.
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pleasantville’s danny Melillo singles to right in the 
last inning of  saturday’s 4-3 playoff  loss to the 
croton tigers.

Amanda skopetos stays ready at third base 
in pleasantville’s home playoff  game this past 
weekend.

pleasantville’s briana tucci pitches in saturday’s 
playoff  game vs. visiting Albertus Magnus.

stephen donato of  Westlake pitches in relief  in 
the seventh inning of  saturday’s sectional game. 
he got the Wildcats out of  a jam and they won the 
game in the bottom of  the inning.

pleasantville junior nick salzarulo fires a pitch to 
the plate during saturday’s 4-3 playoff  loss to 
croton at parkway Field.

Westlake second baseman Michael perfito holds 
onto the baseball instead of  throwing to first on a 
fielder’s choice in saturday’s playoff  win.

Westlake’s thomas carpenter sends a fly to left in 
saturday’s playoff  win over dobbs Ferry. he was 
later hit by a pitch in the seventh inning to force 
in the winning run.

Michael Matica hits the ball toward right field 
in the seventh inning of  pleasantville’s playoff  
game vs. croton-harmon.

Westlake’s Matthew Marcella takes a lead off  
first base in the Wildcats’ 5-4 playoff  win over 
dobbs Ferry.

pleasantville sophomore Alex broege makes the putout at first base during saturday’s home sectional 
game.

shortstop Mary Grace o’neill tries to field a ground ball during pleasantville’s 5-2 playoff  loss to visiting 
Albertus Magnus.
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Valhalla’s sabina Laurino runs in the 200.

caroline deVincenzo of  byram hills competes in 
the pole vault on Friday afternoon.

Westlake’s Eric nieves turns on the speed as he 
runs the 200.

Grayson Kaminer of  byram hills runs his next-to-
last lap in the 3200.

Fox Lane’s Katie Freeman and briarcliff’s devon 
bombassei lead a pack of  runners in the 800.

pleasantville’s Isabelle Graj clears a hurdle 
as she competes on Friday.

Greeley’s claire hotchkin nears the 
finish line as she runs in the 400.

Jennifer Mui of  byram hills run side by 
side with somers’ Anjali Kapur in the 
3000.

byram hills’ sam Mayers turns the 
corner in the 200.

sophia Gelard starts to accelerate as 
she begins running the 400.

Fox Lane’s dillon Aryeh sets the pace just past the 
halfway point in the 800.

Valhalla’s Vaughn Rutledge competes in the 110 
hurdles on Friday at harrison high school.
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Welcome back baseball fans...the week 
ended with an amazing Mother’s Day 
event celebrating the moms, grandmas 
and special ladies in our players lives. 
Thank you for all that you do. On the 
field we have made our final turn for the 
finish line. And...here they come down 
the stretch...

In the MKLL and minor league 
standings we now have 3-game leads at 
the top with Cassidy Flynn (10-2) and 
Varamo (6-0)  flexing their muscles. On 
the MKLL side we have an extremely tight 
race for the #2 seed in the playoffs as Exit 4 
Food Hall, M&R Deli and Robison Oil are 
separated by just 0.5 games. This last week 
of action will decide which team gets the 
bye in round 1 of the playoffs. As for the 
minors it looks like all playoff seedings 
have already been set so the coaches are 
tinkering with lineups and working on 
their pre-game speeches. 

Over in MKLL…
Our Game of the Week was an extra 

inning, come from behind, anything can 
happen type of game between SW&G 
and Cassidy Flynn. SW&G jumped out 
early behind some big hits and smart 
baserunning. Hayden Brown was the 
catalyst with a key RBI single and multiple 
hit-saving grabs in centerfield. Trailing 7-2 
in the bottom of the 6th, Cassidy-Flynn 
rallied for 5 runs to send the game into 
extra innings capped by a 2-run bomb by 
Roan “Goin’ Goin’ Gone” Guyder that tied 
the game. The game remained knotted at 
7-7 through the 7th and 8th innings with 
players, coaches, umpires and fans on the 
edge of their seats. Actually the umpires 

were standing, and 
hungry, but it was 
very tense. In the top 
of the 9th SW&G 
went ahead 11-9 
showing their team 
speed as they stole 
home twice.  But 
Cassidy Flynn…
and another Guyder 
were not done. Jason 
Tavolocci led off the 
bottom of the 9th 
with a single setting 
the stage for Max 
“Clutch” Guyder to 
tie the game with an 
opposite field blast…11-11. The big mo…
momentum…had now officially swung 
to Coach Barone’s squad. The next batter, 
Achylles Pons-Beltsyk belted a triple and 
scored on an RBI grounder by rookie 
Luke Tavolocci for the 12-11 win. What 
a game!!

Rocky’s orange crush Robison crew 
had a busy week with four games. This is 
where Coach Andy Newberg’s strength 
& conditioning program has proven to 
be a differentiator. Coach Newberg has 
run organized team activities that include 
hot yoga, P90x and even Sweatin’ to the 
Oldies with Richard Simmons. Even with 
the extra conditioning the team got off to 
a sluggish start dropping weekday games 
to Exit 4 and Cassidy Flynn but the team 
came back strong over the weekend. 
On Saturday Robison was flying as they 
defeated Elks 13-1. The offense was  paced 
by Chris Bueti (2 doubles 4 RBI), Jack 
Cicchelli, Michael Sorio and “blazing” 
Tess Newberg as she smashed a double 
and scored on a pure hustle play. Great 
pitching by Nick Cacovic, Nick Pierce and 
Cicchelli. The win was followed-up by a 
flawless performance against first place 
Cassidy Flynn as Robison pulls out a 5-3 
win. The game was owned by Cacovic 
and Bueti as each dazzled on the mound 
and hit HRs. Bueti smashed a 3-run HR 
in the 3rd putting Robison put in front. 
Cacovic added insurance with a solo HR 
in the 6th. The team was aided by great 
defensive plays by Jonah Bai and Daniel 

Caparole.
It was a tough 

week for the young 
Elks team with an 
0-4 record losing 
to M&R, SWG, 
Robison and 
Cassidy Flynn. 
Despite being on the 
losing end the team 
continues to have 
flashes of breaking 
out. Against SWG 
on Thurs, Anthony 
Luppino blasted a 
double to LF and 
Paul Wichmann 

went 2 for 5. The “core four” of Spolansky, 
Simon, Mannion, and Larizza continue to 
show true heart as they take the mound 
game after game against the formidable 
MKLL lineups. Only a few games left in 
the regular season for this young squad 
but their heads are held high as they 
dream of a playoff upset.

It was a bounce back week for M&R 
winning 2 of 3 to get themselves back 
into the race for a first round playoff bye. 
Infield defense has been a big part of 
the teams identity this season and it was 
evident this week. Led by Lev Simkhai 
on the mound and in the batters box 
(3rd HR of the season) the team is now 
7-5 entering the last week of the regular 
season. Contributions throughout the 
team as Joe Shea “It Isn’t So” had a multi-
game and made his pitching debut, 
Garrett Westervelt came through with 
a key hit and strong pitching from Gigi 
& Malcolm “Big Mack” Seidman helped 
pace the team. 

Exit 4 came through with two wins 
this week to keep them in the race. Early 
in the week, Exit 4 enjoyed victories 
over Robison and M&R 9-2 and 11-5 
respectively.  Once again, Daniel Davis, 
Danny “Triple Threat” Orta, and Jeff 
Tripodi contributed multiple hit games 
as “Babe” Tripodi went deep with another 
3-run homer to get things rolling. The 
pitching rotation of Will Oliverio, Josh 
Taplitz and Jeff Tripodi  limited the attack 
giving the offensive a chance to explode.  

In the minors AAA division…
Varamo continues with their undefeated 

season looking to match the Examiners 
2016 run. The pressure may start to build 
on Coaches Sal-Horn-Son VC Ballers 
with “Blackjack” Grayson, “Crusher” 
& “Bones” Salvatorelli and “Ducky” 
Hirschorn preparing for their playoff run. 
The Examiner is laying back in the weeds 
leaning on their championship experience 
to pull off the upset. Coach Diorio knows 
he has “Jono” Diorio, Alex Montaño-
Miller and Sammy DeMarco (big 
week) to provide team leadership while 
youngsters Liam Provost and Vincenzo 
Valvano blossom into superstars. Shell is 
also sitting right behind ready to pounce 
on any slipups by the VC Ballers. Drew 
Bagley and Eion McCintyre provide a 
formidable duo to compete on any given 
day. McCarthy rounds out the group in 
a rebuilding year but showing they will 
be a force next season. John and Luke 
Grasso lead the team with strong recent 
games from James McDonald and Tyler 
Graham. 

In the seniors division ...
The U15 Mount Kisco Chiefs improved 

to 4-2 with a pair of victories this past 
week. On Wednesday the Chiefs travelled 
to Pound Ridge and came away with 
a 12-8 win over Bedford Pound Ridge 
(BPR) Vegas followed by Saturday’s 10-5 
home win over BPR White. Each day had 
their close-game moments but the Kisco 
kids pulled out victory. Clutch hitting 
by Ben Belfiglio and Anthony Sinapi on 
Wednesday highlighted a 4-run 6th inning 
to break open an 8-8 game.  The same 
could be said for PJ Boles on Saturday 
as he delivered the big blow with a 3-run 
home run over the RF’s head to push the 
Chiefs to an 8-2 lead. Key contributions all 
week from AJ Townsend, Mike Luppino, 
David Boucher and Luca Chousa. And… 
Newberg, Luppino, Rosen and Boucher 
controlled the games on the mound. Let’s 
keep it rollin’ Chiefs!!

Well folks that’s all for TWIB Mount 
Kisco baseball. See ya’ll next week.

This Week in Baseball (TWIB) – Mount Kisco Baseball 5/20
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Kicking It Into High Gear

Briarcliff Senior Ryan Gallagher
Runs Past Greg Fusco of Somers
With Just Over a Lap Remaining
on the Way to Winning the 3200
at the 2017 County Championships

An
dy

 JA
co

bs
 p

ho
to


