
By Erin Maher
Community members packed the 

stands at Pleasantville High School last 
Saturday afternoon for the boys’ lacrosse 
game and to also honor the life of 
Pleasantville basketball forward Quentin 
Lupo. 

Lupo, 18, was a star player on 
Pleasantville’s basketball team and a 
much-loved figure in the community. He 
died last Wednesday of an apparent self-
inflicted gunshot wound, police said.

Spectators walked into the high school 
field for the Apr. 15 game against the 
Shoreham-Wading River Wildcats. They 
were surrounded by green ribbons hung 
everywhere with “Q” or “30” printed on 
them, Lupo’s basketball jersey number. 

Fans lined up near the Pleasantville 
lacrosse booth to grab green pins to wear. 
Before the game started, countless hugs 

were exchanged and tears wiped away by 
community members in mourning.  

Justin Lupo, Quentin’s younger brother 
and a member of the school’s junior varsity 
lacrosse team, was presented a jersey by 
Will Boes who relinquished his #30 jersey 

so Justin could wear his brother’s number 
for the junior varsity game.

Justin then joined his parents, Lucy 
Diaz and Robert Lupo, on the sidelines 
for the varsity game, which was preceded 
by a moment of silence.

“In the days since Quentin’s passing, 
we have received an enormously 
warm outpouring of support from the 
Pleasantville Community and beyond,” 
Diaz said.

Listed at 6-foot-4, Quentin Lupo was 
built for basketball, even though he 
enjoyed all sports.

“He loved basketball, man…that was 
his game. He loved it…he was a baller,” 
said Lupo’s father, Robert. 

A lifelong athlete, Lupo dedicated 
himself to basketball his freshman year of 
high school. If he wasn’t on the court, he 
was thinking about the game. Rick Wolf, 
the father of one Lupo’s friends, recalled 
his persistence and commitment. 

“Quentin and my son would shoot 100 
foul shots each after every JV practice,” 

By Anna Young and Martin Wilbur
Quentin Lupo was a star athlete, a 

young man universally well-liked who was 
on the verge of making his final decision 
about which college to attend next fall.

There didn’t seem to be an inkling 
anything was wrong.

Last Wednesday, the 18-year-old 
Pleasantville High School senior 
apparently took his own life, police said. 
It appeared Lupo died from a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound while staying at his father’s 
house in Greenburgh.

Greenburgh police responded to the 
home at 12 Beaver Hill Rd. at about 6:20 
p.m. but have declined to answer further 
questions or provide additional details.

“It makes no sense and I think that’s 
what a lot of this community is feeling, 
it’s a tragedy and it doesn’t make sense 
because he’s somebody who had his life 
going in the direction he wanted it to, 

which makes it all the more difficult,” said 
Pleasantville boys’ varsity basketball coach 
Chris Welsh.

“I beat myself up over the things they 
tell you not to, should you have seen 
something, and no, he was a good kid, he 
was somebody who loved every minute 
he was playing basketball. There’s no 
explanation.”

Despite the tragedy having occurred 
during the spring break holiday, district 
officials opened Pleasantville High 
School last Thursday and Friday to 
provide counseling. On Friday, about a 
dozen parents and 70 students turned 
out, huddling in the gym and playing 
basketball together. Some cried, others 
stayed in groups comforting one another. 

Superintendent Mary Fox-Alter, who 
had tears in her eyes as she hugged 
students and parents last Friday, supplied 
construction boards for kids to write their 

feelings and thoughts. 
Fox-Alter also urged students that if 

they know of any friends and classmates 
having trouble coping with Lupo’s death to 

let school personnel know so they receive 
the care and attention they need. 

Counselors were sent last Thursday to 
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Students gathered to decorate the basketball court at Roselle Park in Pleasantville last week, in honor 
of  Quentin Lupo. 
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Community members in Pleasantville were left stunned last week when popular basketball star Quentin 
Lupo died in an apparent suicide.
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Q: Do I have sciatica?  
A: You probably do if you feel a sudden and severe 
pain, along with numbness and weakness, radiating 
from the buttocks down the back of one leg to the 
foot. The pain can be crippling. It is usually intense 
when you walk, diminishing when you lie down.  

Q: What causes sciatica?     
A: The sciatic nerve branches from the spine in the 
lower back through the hips and buttocks and runs 
down the back of each leg to the foot. Sciatica occurs 
when this nerve is pinched in the lower back by spinal 
disc herniation – protruding disc material – or by 
a larger fragment of disc material. Disc herniation 
usually occurs during normal activities, such as 
rising from bed.

Q: Am I at risk for sciatica?  
A: Sciatica is common. More than three million 
Americans are diagnosed with the condition annually.* 
Apart from the fact that 10 to 15 percent of patients 
have a family history of back problems, there are no 
risk factors. No behavior predisposes you to it.  
 

Q: What are my treatment options? 
A: If you have sciatica and it is not severe, you will 
typically receive oral steroids (anti-inflammatories) for 
seven days. Once you’re more mobile, you will engage 
in physical therapy for a period of time and then be 
re-evaluated.  If your symptoms persist, you may 
receive an injection of steroids at the nerve root 
to reduce pain. If this regimen fails, physicians will 
offer surgery. However, if a patient comes in unable 
to stand – basically bed-bound – we advise surgery 
sooner. It is important to know that 80 to 90 percent 
of patients get better without surgery.

Q: What can I expect from surgery for sciatica? 
A: This minimally invasive procedure takes under 
an hour, and consists of removing the disc material 
pressing on the nerve. Most patients are pain-free 
following surgery. We have seen patients who arrived 
unable to stand or walk for more than a few minutes, 
walk out the same day after surgery, completely 
asymptomatic. Sciatica recurs in ten percent of people, 
who may suffer recurrent bouts of the condition 
throughout their life.

Pain Shooting Down One Leg?  
What you need to know about symptoms 
and treatment of sciatica...

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
John Abrahams, MD, FAANS
Chief, Neurosurgery
Co-Director, Spine Surgery, 
Orthopedic & Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about Dr. Abrahams 
and advanced spine surgery at 
nwhorthoandspine.org

* http://umm.edu/health/medical/reports/articles/
   back-pain-and-sciatica
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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By Martin Wilbur
A proposed community residence has 

cleared another hurdle in its quest to 
operate in an Armonk house after the state 
last week refused to sustain the Town of 
North Castle’s objection to the plan.

Anne Marie Sullivan, commissioner 
for the state Office of Mental Health 
(OMH), determined on Apr. 12 that 
the presence of the Malibu, Calif.-based 
Paradigm Treatment Center at 14-16 Cole 
Drive to treat up to eight adolescents with 
depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress 
disorder and/or co-occurring dependency 
issues “would not substantially alter the 
nature and character of the area in which 
the proposed facility would be sited.”

“The Independent Hearing Officer 
found the evidence did not establish that 
the character of the area would be changed 
and therefore the Commissioner could not 
sustain the Town’s objection,” read an Apr. 
17 statement from OMH spokesman James 
Plastiras.

Plastiras said the commissioner’s 
conclusion does not provide Paradigm with 
an operating certificate. The next step in the 
process is for Paradigm to submit its Prior 
Approval Review (PAR) application for 
the agency to evaluate. That is considered 
a separate matter from the issues of 
neighborhood character and the potential 
for overconcentration of similar facilities in 
town.

As part of the PAR application, Paradigm 

must demonstrate “consistency with local 
service plans, reasonable assurance that 
funds will be available to finance operating 
expenses, safety, appropriate service to 
the target population and several other 
requirements,” Sullivan’s report read. 

The commissioner’s determination came 
a month after a nearly six-hour hearing on 
Mar. 13 held at the OMH regional office 
in Poughkeepsie where attorneys for the 
town and Paradigm presented their case by 
questioning witnesses who testified before a 
hearing officer.

The hearing was triggered after the North 
Castle Town Board had formally voted in 
late January to object to Paradigm’s attempt 
for state licensure under the New York 
State Padavan Law. The law was created to 
prevent municipalities from establishing 
zoning ordinances to block needed 
treatment facilities from being developed, 
according to OMH.

Under the Padavan Law, a municipality 
may object to a community residence if it 
represents an overconcentration of similar 
facilities and if it would change the character 
of the area.

Sullivan wrote in her determination 
that the record of the testimony failed 
to convince her that the existence of the 
treatment center within the residence 
would alter the area.

Furthermore, since only one state-
licensed facility is in the hamlet of 
Armonk, it does not meet the standard 

for overconcentration, Sullivan concluded. 
She did acknowledge three other facilities 
between 1.8 and 3.5 miles from the property, 
but none are within North Castle’s borders.

“This does not constitute a significant 
concentration of facilities that would 
substantially alter the nature and character 

of the area in which the facility is proposed 
to be based,” Sullivan stated.

An attempt on Monday to reach Terence 
McLaughlin, an Armonk resident who 
along with his neighbors has opposed 
Paradigm attempts to move into the 
property, was unsuccessful.

Proposed Armonk Treatment Center Advances at State Level
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The news was on the minds of many at the League of Women Voters of New Castle forum, Media 
and Politics: The Impact on Our Democracy, on Apr. 6 at the Chappaqua Public Library. Dr. Jeanne 
Zaino, third from left, political analyst and professor at Iona College, moderated the conversation. 
Panelists were, left to right, journalist and radio talk show host Phil Reisman, Jerry McKinstry, 
political strategist, and Cable News producer director, and executive Jon Klein. The program 
was videotaped by New Castle Community Media Center and can be viewed online at 
www.nccmc.com.
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the house of a student who spent Lupo’s 
last day with him and dropped him off at 
his father’s house.

“He was out all day Wednesday playing 
basketball and making YouTube videos so 
we don’t know why this happened,” Fox-
Alter said.

She said Quentin “was a bright shining 
student athlete, a star on our sectional 
championship varsity boys’ basketball team, 
a wonderful friend, great teammate, loving 
son and terrific brother.” 

Lupo, listed as a 6-foot-4 forward, had 
overcome a broken hand suffered during 
his junior year to become the varsity team’s 

leading scorer this season, helping the 
Panthers to recently capture the Section 1, 
Class B title. He was recognized with All-
Section and All-Conference honors and 
was recognized by other coaches in Class B 
throughout the state.

Athletic Director John Bauerlein said 
whatever spare time he had after school, 
Lupo would spend in the gym, working on 
his game and always trying to improve.

He said it would have been unlikely for the 
Panthers to win the sectional championship 
without him this season. 

“Coach Welsh and a lot of coaches and 
myself saw how hard he worked,” Bauerlein 
said. “So to me, his success wasn’t much of 
a surprise, even though to the other schools 
it may have been because he really didn’t 
play much last year, if at all. So it was nice 
(for him) to get all sorts of accolades and be 
recognized by other coaches as a top player 
in Class B basketball.”

But Lupo wasn’t only a top athlete. He 
was described as extremely caring, a loving 
son and brother and a friend to many in the 
community. A statement by his family last 
week said he enjoyed working with children 
and was considering a career in education.

“Outside of his athletic achievements, 
Quentin had a passion for working with 
children, and aspired to be a teacher,” his 
family’s statement read. “He was a loving 
and protective older brother to Justin. Quiet 
in demeanor, he always had a kind word 

and the time to support others. Quentin 
will forever be missed by his loving family 
and friends.”

Lupo had yet to make his decision about 
where to attend college, but was strongly 
considering SUNY Fredonia, where he 
drew interest from the basketball coaches, 
Bauerlein said.

His next-door neighbor, Jon Lieb, whose 
family started a GoFundMe drive to help the 

parents pay for funeral expenses and start 
a college fund for Lupo’s younger brother, 
said younger kids looked up to him. He also 
had also been a babysitter for the family.

“Quentin would be the type of kid who 
would have 10 kids following in his every 
move. This is a special, special kid,” Lieb said. 
“And he loved sports and we are big sports 
fans, we bonded over that and we attended 
many of his games. He was a fixture at our 
house and his brother Justin has been with 
us at every step of the way.”

Welsh said Pleasantville is still in shock 
over Lupo’s sudden passing. The past week 
has been emotionally draining, but it has 
helped that the entire community has rallied 
to be supportive of each other, he said.

“We have to honor his memory 
and celebrate his life, celebrate his 
accomplishments because he was such a 
great member of this community,” Welsh 
said.

A wake will be held Wednesday, Apr. 19 
from 4 to 8 p.m. at Beecher Flooks Funeral 
Home in Pleasantville. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held Thursday, Apr. 20 at 10 
a.m. at Holy Innocents Church, located at 
431 Bedford Rd. in Pleasantville.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to Lucy Diaz with a notation “In Honor of 
Quentin Lupo #30” and given directly to the 
family.

Erin Maher contributed to this article.

P’ville Struggles to Cope With Teen Suicide
continued from page 1

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO
The past season was a happy one for Pleasantville 
High School basketball player Quentin Lupo as the 
Panthers won the Section 1, Class B championship.
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Wolf said.
Although he had a quiet demeanor, 

Lupo was tenacious on the court. He broke 
his hand during his junior year, but after 
surgery and enduring pins in the hand 
and rehab, Lupo worked tirelessly to get 
back on the court, Wolf said, repeteadly 
practicing his three-point shot.

Lupo returned for his senior year 
stronger than ever. Armed with a 
consistent three-pointer, he helped lead 
the Panthers to the Section 1, Class B 
Championship. He led the team in scoring 
with an average of 13.3 points and nearly 
10 rebounds a game.

Lupo was recognized with All League, 
All Conference and All Section honors 
and was selected for the All-Tournament 
Team for Section 1. He also captured the 
MVP at the Dobbs Ferry Winter Classic 
Tournament. 

He was excited to take his game to the 
next level and compete in college, with 
visits scheduled to SUNY Fredonia and 
SUNY Morrisville.

After his high school season ended, 
Lupo joined Coach Chris Ward’s College 
Placement Team, and immediately 
bonded with the coaching staff and 
players. 

“He was a ‘we’ kid from the get-go, he 
wanted to fit in, he wanted to be a great 
teammate to the players on his team, 

he wanted to be coached, he wanted to 
be coachable,” Ward recalled. “He was 
everything we would have imagined for 
us, he fit right in. In such a short period 
of time, he had such a profound impact 
on all of us.”

While his on-court accolades were 
impressive, it was his quiet, kind 
demeanor off the court that has so many 
in the community grieving his loss.

“He was a great friend to many, a 
great inspiration to younger kids,” 
said Pleasantville Board of Education 
President Angela Vella.

Lupo used his basketball skills to 
connect with children. He participated 
in Pleasantville’s Dad’s Club, an all-
volunteer organization that runs youth 
athletic programs. He also loved working 
with children, and had aspirations to be 
an early childhood education teacher and 

coach. 
Last Saturday, more than 100 students 

and friends gathered at the basketball 
court at Pleasantville’s Roselle Park. It was 
decorated in colorful chalk messages and 
images honoring Lupo. 

As of Sunday evening, a GoFundMe 
page that was started to cover funeral 
costs for the family and help start a college 
fund for Justin Lupo had raised more than 
$45,000, surpassing the original $40,000 
goal. Next-door neighbor Jon Lieb and his 
wife set up the page after it was suggested 
by their son, Jayden, a sixth-grader, who 
thought it would be a great way to honor 
Lupo. Lupo had been a babysitter for the 
family.

“Quentin was the most sweet, loving 
person to us,” Lieb said. “Everyone often 
would say how good we were to him 
because of the time he spent at our house, 

but it was a complete two-way street 
because he enriched me, my wife and my 
son’s life by his kindness, presence and 
example.”

Anna Young contributed to this article.

Pleasantville Basketball Star Remembered, Honored By Community
continued from page 1

KAREN ANN SULLIVAN PHOTO
Quentin Lupo would typiically practice on the 
court for hours after school, often until sunset.

Graduate Open House

LIU.EDU/HUDSON

OR

• Teacher Education ~  
(Early Childhood, Childhood, 
Adolescent, Special Education, 
Autism, Literacy, TESOL and 
Bilingual)

•Educational Leadership

•Crisis Management  

•School Counseling 

• Mental Health Counseling 
 (with CASAC Option)

• School Psychology  
(Bilingual Extension Available) 

• Marriage and Family Therapy 
(with CASAC Option)

• Business Administration  
(M.B.A. or Advanced Certificate) 

• Public or Health Administration  
(M.P.A.) 

• Pharmaceutics 
(Cosmetic Science or Industrial 
Pharmacy)

M A S T E R ’ S  A N D  A D V A N C E D  C E R T I F I C A T E  P R O G R A M S

MEET WITH FACULTY 
DIRECTORS

AFTERNOON & NIGHT 
GRAD CLASSES 

TOUR CAMPUS

LIU Hudson Extension Site at  
Rockland Community College 

Student Union Room 3214 
Rockland Community College

145 College Road, Suffern, NY 1090
RSVP: Rockland@liu.edu 

LIU Hudson at Westchester
Dance Building Annex

SUNY Purchase
735 Anderson Hill Road

Purchase, NY, 10570 
RSVP: Westchester@liu.edu

ERIN MAHER PHOTOS
A moment of  silence was observed for Pleasantville High School senior 
Quentin Lupo before last Saturday’s varsity lacrosse game at the 
school. Green Pleasantville ribbons, inset, were handed out.
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By Anna Young
A developer of senior residences is 

set to present to Pleasantville officials 
by the end of the month the latest 
assisted living proposal for the United 
Methodist Church property on Bedford 
Road.

Bedford Road Partners and Sunrise 
Senior Living, a company that 
specializes in building and operating 
senior care facilities, are looking to 
once again build an assisted living 
community on the four-acre parcel at 
70 Bedford Rd.

Over the last year, Sy Gruza, a land 
use attorney representing Bedford Road 
Partners, has met with the village board 
several times to work on the upcoming 
proposal. 

“In the work sessions, we’ve discussed 
with the board what we propose to do 

and have considered their feedback,” 
Gruza said. “We expect the board will 
be pleased in what we’re proposing.”

While little information could be 
revealed about the upcoming plan, 
Gruza said the design further minimizes 
visual impacts to the community and 
the changes that have been made reduce 
potential adverse impacts.

“We think this project will be a 
significant benefit to the village as a 
whole without burdening the community 
it’s adjacent to,” Gruza said. “The project 
itself changes from how it’ll look from 
the prior Benchmark project.” 

In June 2014, the controversial vote 
to rezone the church’s property for the 
proposed 87-unit Benchmark project 
was supported by three of five village 
board members, but failed because a 
valid petition submitted by neighboring 

property owners required a four-vote 
supermajority. Mayor Peter Scherer 
and Trustee Steven Lord opposed the 
rezone. 

Despite the uproar, Scherer continued 
to maintain that it’s a good project for 
the village but an assisted living facility 
would be better suited in the central 
downtown area. 

“I was clear to them that unless the 
project changes significantly from 
Benchmark, I would still be opposed to 
it,” Scherer said. “Trying to shoehorn 
a facility in the Methodist Church 
(property) is a bad planning problem. 
I’m not optimistic about it but we’ll see 
what they bring to us.”

Both Lord and Trustee Nicole Asquith 
said during the recent village trustee 
campaign that other areas of Pleasantville 
could be suitable for assisted living, citing 
the potential ramifications of changing 
the zoning at the Methodist Church site.

Trustee Joseph Stargiotti stated that he 
doesn’t have a strong opinion about the 
project and is open to entertaining an 
application. 

“During that process the applicant 
will have to provide its evidence of the 
impacts to the community, and the 
community will have an opportunity 
to provide their evidence about those 
impacts,” Stargiotti said. “Only with all of 
that evidence will I be able to develop an 

opinion about whether or not the zoning 
should be changed to allow it. Until then, 
I am totally open-minded.”

Trustee Colleen Griffin Wagner did 
not respond for comment. 

Despite strong opinions on the issue, 
Scherer said that the board has an 
obligation to look at whatever Sunrise 
may propose and hold a fair hearing. 

“We appreciate that everyone on the 
board has indicated they are going to 
review the proposal with an open mind 
and let the facts dictate their ultimate 
vote and position on the application,” 
Gruza said.  

Greeley’s Competition Field, Track 
Closed Until August

Beginning this week, Competition 
Field and track at Horace Greeley 
High School will be closed for 
renovations and unavailable for use. 
For the public’s safety, avoid this 

active construction zone as workers 
install a turf field, new track surface 
and lighting. It is anticipated that 
this area will re-open for use in mid-
August.
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Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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Revised P’ville Assisted Living Plan in Works for Church Site
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County Police/Mount Kisco

Apr. 10: A resident reported at 5:55 
p.m. that someone damaged the driver’s 
side door of her car while it was parked 
outside Mrs. Green’s on Lexington 
Avenue.

Apr. 11: A North Bedford Road auto 
dealership reported at 9:52 a.m. that 
a customer drove his car off the lot 
without paying for the repairs. Officers 
contacted the man and family members 
and advised that the man return to settle 
the bill. The man did not comply and 
the case was turned over to detectives.

Apr. 11: Report of a shirtless man 
running through yards on Brookside 
Avenue and yelling at 1:09 p.m. Officers 
located the man who said his dog had 
run out of the house and he was trying 
to find it.

Apr. 12: Police responded to South 
Moger Avenue at 1 a.m. on a report 
that two women were involved in a loud 
argument in a car. Officers located the 
women who said they had been talking 
and laughing but had not been involved 
in an argument.

Apr. 12: A village business owner 
reported at 10:30 a.m. that someone 

stole five checks and successfully cashed 
one of them. The owner also reported 
that she had to fire someone recently 
and suspects the former employee. 
The investigation was turned over to 
detectives.

Apr. 12: Police responded to Amuso 
Drive at 11:57 a.m. after a building 
superintendent found a lost dog at his 
building. Officers were able to reunite 
the dog with its owner, who lives on 
Croton Lake Road.

Apr. 12: At 1:09 p.m., report of 
someone having duplicated a Richmond 
Community Services employee’s 
paycheck, who then tried to cash the 
fraudulent copy. The investigation was 
turned over to detectives.

Apr. 12: Police responded to Amuso 
Drive after a resident reported at 2:09 
p.m. that a home health aide with 
whom she had a dispute was refusing 
to leave her apartment. Officers spoke 
with the caregiver’s employer by phone 
and escorted the employee from the 
apartment.

Apr. 13: Police responded to Foxwood 
Circle at 1:37 p.m. on a report that the 
front door of a residence was struck 
by eggs. The owner said she had had 

a dispute with a relative and believed 
that person was responsible. An officer 
contacted the relative who agreed to 
return and clean up the mess.

Apr. 14: A Spring Street resident 
reported at 12:02 p.m. that she is fearful 
of a pit bull that is walked on a leash by 
a child in the neighborhood. The caller 
said the dog has been aggressive toward 
her and others but is restrained by the 
girl. The resident, however, fears that 
the dog could break free from the child 
and attack someone. She has asked the 
family to have an adult walk the dog 
but they have refused. The complainant 
wanted her concerns documented.

North Castle Police Department

Apr. 7: Report of an unauthorized use 
of a vehicle at 8:09 p.m. The complainant 
reported at headquarters that his ex-
wife apparently used his car without 
his permission. The incident was made 
a matter of record at the request of the 
complainant.

Apr. 8: A complainant stated at 
2:01 p.m. that a waist training belt 
was apparently taken from her vehicle 
on North Broadway after she had the 
vehicle detailed at the listed location. 

Apr. 10: A report of two raccoons in 
the backyard of a house on Emmalon 
Avenue at 11:48 a.m. The animal control 
officer was dispatched but was unable 
to capture the raccoons.

Apr. 11: Report of a damaged utility 
junction box on Hickory Kingdom 

Road at 12:13 p.m. The box, which is at 
the intersection of East Middle Patent 
Road, was apparently struck by an 
unknown vehicle sometime within the 
past month. The damage was confirmed 
by the responding officer. Verizon was 
contacted for repair.

Apr. 11: Report of a tractor-trailer 
knocking down utility wires near Stop 
& Shop on North Broadway at 2:56 p.m. 
The responding officer stated that Con 
Edison is on the scene helping to move 
the Verizon fiber optic line. Verizon 
needs to be notified.

Apr. 11: A complainant reported at 
headquarters at 2:59 p.m. that his front 
license plate, (NY) FLN1538, is missing.

Pleasantville Police Department

Apr. 10: A 45-year-old Pleasantville 
man was arrested at 5:30 p.m. on 
Manville Road and charged with 
aggravated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle following an initiative 
stop. 

Apr. 11: Police reported that during 
the early morning hours on Apr. 9, two 
autism decal magnets were stolen off 
police cars outside police headquarters 
on Wheeler Avenue.

Apr. 14: A 20-year-old Briarcliff 
Manor man was arrested at 11:50 
p.m. after threatening police officers 
at headquarters on Wheeler Avenue. 
Police charged the man after he was 
asked to leave the premises multiple 
times.  

Police Blotter

A 58-year-year old Mount Kisco man 
who was a former chief of the village’s 
fire department, was arraigned on Apr. 
7 on two felony charges relating to child 
pornography.

Raymond Zaccari, of 1 Spencer St., was 
arraigned on Apr. 7 in Greenburgh Town 
Court on one count each of promoting 
an obscene sexual performance by a 
child, a Class D felony, and possessing an 
obscene sexual performance by a child, a 
Class E felony.

Investigators from the Westchester 
County District Attorney’s Office 
executed a search warrant at his 
residence. The warrant was based on 
a CyberTipline report filed by Google, 
according to the office of Westchester 
County District Attorney Nicholas 
Scarpino.

Google discovered that a person 
using an IP address associated with 
the defendant’s home had uploaded 
an image of child pornography to an 
associated Google Plus Photos account. 
Zaccari lives at the address with his wife 
and adult daughter.   

Zaccari is employed as a 
groundskeeper at the Rippowam Cisqua 
School in Bedford and has also served 
as a bus driver for afterschool activities 
and special events, the district attorney’s 
office said. 

After the defendant’s arraignment, the 

school was contacted and informed of 
the arrest.

The defendant’s bail was set at $25,000 
cash over $50,000 bond. As a condition 
of his bail, Zaccari is prohibited from 
being around children under 17 years 
old.

He is scheduled to appear in Mount 
Kisco Justice Court this Thursday, Apr. 
20.

--Martin Wilbur

Mount Kisco Man Charged 
With Child Pornography

Raymond Zaccari of  Mount Kisco, who was 
recently charged on two felony counts associated 
with child pornography.

Moving Up

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Pleasant Police Patrolman Chris Franco was presented with his sergeant’s shield by 
Chief  Paul Oliva at the Apr. 11 town board meeting. Franco’s appointment by the board was 
unanimous.
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By Anna Young
During a school year filled with 

controversy and frayed tensions between 
the public and Chappaqua School 
District officials, a board of education 
member’s blog has triggered a new round 
of angst for some in the community.

Trustee Jeffrey Mester said he created 
“View From The Board Table” in 
December, a blog documenting board 
meetings, to provide the public with 
transparency. It also offers thoughts, 
commentary and photographs that 
features fellow trustees, guest speakers, 
students and the audience.

“Civil communication is fostered by 
understanding the point of view of the 
person or persons with whom you are 
communicating,” said Mester, a 10-year 
board member. “Here is my point of 
view. Here is my view from where I sit. 
Here is what I look at when people come 
to the meetings.” 

However, some community residents, 
many of whom had harshly criticized 
the district’s handling of the controversy 
surrounding former drama teacher 
Christopher Schraufnagel, regularly 
filled the meeting room earlier this 
school year.

In recent months, however, attendance 
at board meetings has steadily dwindled. 
Some parents said they no longer attend 
meetings due to Mester’s conduct, 
asserting they find his behavior 
unnerving, improper, arrogant and an 
inappropriate attempt to manipulate and 
intimidate the public.

“(It’s) voyeuristic and reckless 
behavior that he just can’t seem to be able 
to stop. This has become a dangerous 
psychological obsession which has 
already hurt people and shows no signs 
of letting up,” said Sanford Benardo, who 
is running for school board next month.

He said Mester’s photo taking during 
meetings is inappropriate in his official 
capacity. 

Barbara Buxbaum, leader of the local 
group Families Advocating for Children 
and Transparency at School (FACTS), 
said residents felt they were being 
judged for their comments, recorded 

inappropriately or surveilled. 
Mester also keeps a public Instagram 

account where he will occasionally post 
photos from board meetings. 

Mester said he was surprised when 
told that community members took 
issue with his blog. He said it’s difficult 
for him to reconcile someone who says 
they don’t want to be photographed at a 
public meeting when it is already being 
videotaped and posted online. 

“No side comments are made on those 
videos,” said a parent who wished to 
remain anonymous. “The capturing of 
audience members, his comments and 
suppositions – like someone getting 
advice – seems inappropriate.” 

Unless a community member steps 
forward to the podium or there is a guest 
speaker during a board meeting, only 
administrators and trustees are heard 
speaking on the meeting tapes.

Parent Sandy Sjogren said she is 
concerned that Mester fails to see that 
taking photographs of the community 
is improper while sitting with the board.

“I don’t see how taking these photos 
helps the community or moves the 
board along in any way; I almost feel 
it is voyeurism,” Sjogren said. “These 

meetings are videotaped for the 
community at large. That is enough.” 

Mester began taking photos following 
several heated board meetings last 
fall. He said his instincts to report and 
document the proceedings took over. 

After receiving a Freedom of 
Information Law (FOIL) request in 
November from Chappaqua resident 
Robin Murphy, who requested pictures 
or videos taken during meetings by 
trustees, Mester felt there was public 
interest in his photos. He created his blog 
on Dec. 20. 

“It was at that moment it occurred to 
me that at least one person was interested 
in what was a board member’s point of 
view, so I posted them and felt that with 
a lot of members of the community not 
appreciating our legal limitations on 
what we could say publicly about the 
situation and saying we were not being 
transparent, I decided that I would add 
basic commentary,” Mester said.

But Murphy explained that she sent 
the FOIL request because the behavior 
of a trustee taking photos of audience 
members seemed out of line and likely 
meant to intimidate.

“It wasn’t the view from the board 

table I was looking for but rather his 
motivation,” Murphy said. 

Mester said he was surprised that 
people would take issue with his 
blogging, saying “it is self-evident that 
adding my own commentary is the very 
definition of adding transparency.”

But other community members said 
Mester has confused the issues.

“Blogging is opinion, transparency is 
getting facts,” Sjogren said.

“What Mester fails to understand is 
that the community wants answers, not 
pictures of what happens at a board 
meeting,” said another parent who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. “His 
blog is petty and vindictive, and shows 
him to be unconcerned about and deaf 
to the community, and more concerned 
with hearing himself talk, showing his 
pictures and inflating his sense of self-
worth.”

“As to transparency, his blog is 
anything but,” the parent added. “Mester 
picks and choses his pictures, often 
shows people in a distinctly unflattering 
way and makes snarky remarks about the 
audience.”

Parent Will Wedge said he believes 
the blog reflects a subconscious desire to 
prove to the community that Mester the 
board member is always watching. He 
added the blog is a deterrent to anyone 
who may want to comment during 
meetings. 

“This is a great symbol of his disrespect 
of the community that has elected him,” 
Wedge said. 

While Mester said the feedback he’s 
received from constituents, friends and 
neighbors has been limited but almost 
universally positive, he is considering 
whether to discontinue the blog or alter 
its format.

“I get that there can be a difference 
between what is legal and what is 
appropriate,” Mester said. “Quite frankly, 
I think it would set a dangerous precedent 
to squelch speech because it may make 
someone uncomfortable, to squelch 
transparency by an elected official.”
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Chappaqua School Trustee’s Blog, Photos Rankle Residents

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Chappaqua Board of  Education Trustee Jeffrey Mester, second from right, takes a photo with his phone 
during a recent board meeting.
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Grace Ahrlich
Grace A, Ahrlich, a longtime Carmel 

resident and a former resident of New 
Castle and Mount Kisco, died at the age 
of 99 at Salem Hills Healthcare Center in 
Purdys on Apr. 1.

Daughter of the late Joseph and Nora 
(Ehren) Vetter, Ahrlich was born Jan. 
28, 1918, in New Castle. She grew up in 
Westchester County. During World War 
II, she worked in several factories to aid 
the war effort. Later in life she became 
a cafeteria worker in the Chappaqua 
School District.

Survivors include three children, 

Roy (Vera) Thompson of Bedford Hills, 
Robert Thompson of Carmel and Shirley 
Conklin of Staatsburg, N.Y.; eight 
grandchildren, Teresa (Chris) Rivers, 
Robert Thompson, Ronald Thompson, 
Penny Thompson, Robert (Debbie) 
Thompson, Allen Thompson, Karen 
Dennis and Michelle Cusack; four great-
grandchildren, Keith, Alyssa, Ashton 
and Nicole; several nieces and nephews, 
including Stanley (Alexis) Jablonka, 
Michael and Ronald Jablonka and 
Jeannine (Jose) Guerra; and many great-
grandnieces and great-grandnephews 
along with many friends and relatives 
and the staff at Salem Hills.

Ahrlich was preceded in death by her 
two husbands, Clarence Thompson and 
Herman Ahrlich; her infant son, Allen 
Thompson; her son, Ronald Thompson; 
and her siblings, Ruth Hudgins, Corrinne 
Rodosky, George Vetter, Robert Vetter 
and Nora Jewell.

Services were held on Apr. 7 at 
McHoul Funeral Home in Hopewell 
Junction and followed by interment at St. 
Denis Cemetery in Hopewell Junction. 
Memorial donations can be sent to the 
Wounded Warrior Project, c/o Castle 
Point VA Healthcare Facility, Wappinger 
Falls, N.Y. 12590 or the Dutchess County 
SPCA, Hyde Park N.Y. 12538. 

Obituaries

Kyle Empey
Kyle Glenn Empey of Hawthorne died 

suddenly on Apr. 11 at his residence. 
He was 19.
Empey was born on June 21, 1997, 

to Randy and Christine (nee Laurie) 
Empey in Pune, India. He graduated from 
Westlake High School, Class of 2016, 
and was currently attending Westchester 
Community College in Valhalla. 

He is survived by his heartbroken 
parents of Hawthorne and by his many 
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Apr. 15. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Apr. 17. Interment was private. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention at www.afsp.org would be 
appreciated.

Henry Fries
Henry Fries, formerly of Armonk, died 

on Apr. 7. He was 81.
Fries was born Sept. 29, 1935, in New 

Rochelle to Viola and Henry Fries. He 
attended Blessed Sacrament High School 
where he was active in football and 
baseball, and later entered Iona College 
where he majored in business. He enlisted 
in the United States Navy, then went to 
Fordham University School of Pharmacy, 
where he graduated with honors.  

He married Joyce Paulding and they 
raised their family in Armonk. He began 
his career as a pharmacist, eventually 

opening Rexall Pharmacy in Goldens 
Bridge. He later began his second career in 
commercial real estate. Fries was affiliated 
with Houlihan Lawrence and served as 
president of the Westchester County 
Board of Realtors. He taught continuing 
education classes for many years, and was 
appointed president of the New York State 
Association of Realtors. 

Fries reveled in trips to Montauk, deep 
sea fishing and spending time at their 
vacation home in Florida.  

He is survived by his beloved 
companion, Lucellana Monsalve; his 
sister, Christine Sherbine; and his three 
children, Lisa, Gregory and Valerie. 

He adored his many grandchildren – 
Catherine, Christopher, Lauren, Lucy, 
William, Gregory and Jack.  

Fries touched many lives, and his wit 
and charm will be sorely missed.  

Visitation was at Cassidy-Flynn Funeral 
Home, Inc. in Mount Kisco on Apr. 12, 
followed by the funeral at St. Francis of 
Assisi Church. Burial followed at South 
Salem Cemetery.

Arthur Greason
Arthur D. Greason, Jr. of Yorktown 

Heights died Apr. 10 at Rosary Hill 
following a brief illness.  

He was 73.
Greason was born June 9, 1943, to Arthur 

and Doris Greason, nee Rathschmidt. He 
served in the United States Marine Corps. 
In 1971, he began a career as a restaurateur 
culminating in 27 years as owner and 
chef at Gordo’s Restaurant in Hawthorne 
and The Red Schoolhouse Restaurant in 
Cortlandt Manor.

Greason leaves his son, Arthur D. 
Greason III (Jody), and two grandchildren, 
Hayley and Tyler. He is also survived 
by his mother, Doris Greason, sister 
Georgeanne Melius and brothers Edgar 
Greason (Melissa) and Jeffrey Greason. He 
was predeceased by his loving wife, Mary 
Louise Greason, his father, Arthur D. 
Greason, and his brother William Greason.

A memorial service was held Apr. 15 at 
Beecher Funeral Home in Pleasantville.

Maria Zambelli
Maria Angello Zambelli of East 

Brunswick, N.J. passed away on Apr. 8.
She was 94.  
Zambelli was born on Aug. 20, 1922, 

to Anthony and Rose Angello of Mount 
Vernon. Following her 47-year marriage 
to the late Andrew E. Zambelli, she lived 
in Pelham and Mount Vernon for 26 years. 
She attended local schools and graduated 
from the College of New Rochelle and 
Columbia University. 

Zambelli was employed by the Mount 
Vernon Board of Education for more than 
20 years before her retirement in 1979, 
when both she and her husband moved to 
Palm Harbor, Fla. She was a member of the 
Women’s Golf League in Highland Lakes, 
Fla., became secretary of the scholarship 
program at the Italian American Club of 
Clearwater and was the first president of 
the Highland Lakes Bocce Club that her 
husband initiated. She was a co-editor of 
the Highlander Newspaper, a member of 
the Alumnae Association of the College 
of New Rochelle and the New York State 
Retired Teachers Association. 

Zambelli is survived by three children, 
Rachele (Charles) Macli of Hawthorne, 
N.Y., Andrea (Charles) DeNapoli of 
Monroe, N.J. and Peter (Linda) Zambelli 
of Hilton Head, S.C.; six grandchildren, 
David (Stephanie) and Michael 
(Melissa) Macli, Jennifer (Nicholas 
Prisco) and Andrew (Maggie Hancock) 
DeNapol, Matthew Zambelli and 
Kristina (Matthew) Loftus; three great-
grandchildren, Maxwell Macli, Giovanni 
DeNapoli and Calvin Macli; and a sister, 
Gloria Gallagher, of Albany. Besides 
her husband and parents, Zambelli was 
predeceased by her sister, Josephine 
Angello. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Apr. 12, followed by a 
Requiem Mass at Holy Rosary Church in 
Hawthorne. She will be buried at Bushnell 
National Cemetery in Florida where her 
husband is already interred. 

In lieu of flowers, a donation may be 
made in her memory to VNA Health 
Group, 23 Main St., Suite D-1, Holmdel, 
N.J. 07733.
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials have reaffirmed 

the town’s policy and state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman’s guidelines 
to refrain from asking about a person’s 
immigration status unless an individual 
has been arrested.

With increased attention being paid to 
what role local police and government 
should play to enforce federal 
immigration laws in light of tougher talk 
on the matter in Washington, the town 
board met earlier this month with Police 
Chief Charles Ferry to discuss the issue.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said 
there is no change to what the town’s 
policy has been, but the board and Ferry 
wanted to inform the community that 
if an undocumented person has been 
the victim of a crime or has witnessed a 
crime, the New Castle Police Department 
will not delve into that individual’s status.

“That’s the message we want to send 
because at the end of the day because at 
the end of the day that’s going to make us 
all safer,” Greenstein said.

Too often, immigrants, particularly 
those who are undocumented, are 
fearful to step forward and volunteer 
information because they would then 
attract attention from law enforcement. 
Therefore, the opportunity to collect 
important information to solve a crime 
and apprehend a suspect can be lost.

Ferry said if the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) contacts his 
department for assistance on a matter, 
the New Castle police do not initiate 
actions relating to immigration.

“We are not going to engage in law 
enforcement activities solely based on 
somebody’s immigration status,” Ferry 
said. “We want people to speak up 
and not feel intimidated to talk to our 

officers.”
As part of its public education effort, 

the town is distributing flyers around 
town that contain the heading “Build 
Trust Reduce Crime.” The message will 
also be included on officers’ business 
cards. Half of the flyer is in English and 
the other half is in Spanish.

The town’s existing policy closely 
mirrors Schneiderman’s report issued to 
all police chiefs and sheriffs in the state 
on Jan. 19, “Guidance Concerning Local 
Authority Participation in Immigration 
Enforcement and Model Sanctuary 
Provisions.”

Also within the past two weeks, the 
board sent a letter to state Sen. Terrence 
Murphy (R-Yorktown) voicing its 
displeasure with two Senate bills that he 
is supporting.

One proposed law, S6253, would allow 
the state to monitor individuals seeking 
asylum within its borders. The other 
measure, S3848, would require cities that 
issue forms of identification to maintain 
the information application and submit 
it to the Department of Homeland 
Security.

Bill S6253 would also require residents 
who entered New York as refugees to 
register with the state. Resettlement 
agencies would have to monitor and 
report on the activities of these refugees 
as well.

The letter to Murphy, signed by 
Greenstein and supported by the full 
board, stated that immigration is a 
federal issue and the existing vetting 
process involving the FBI, CIA and 
Homeland Security is extensive, taking 
about two years for a refugee to enter the 
United States.

Furthermore, the second proposed 
legislation would be “divisive and 
counter-productive” likely resulting 
in a sharp decrease in government-
issued identification, which people 
use to identify themselves to report 
crimes, open bank accounts or visit their 
children’s schools.

“In our view, the enactment of new 
legislation at the state level which 
duplicates existing federal procedures 
or that ultimately makes citizens less 
safe would be irresponsible and short-
sighted,” the town’s letter stated. 

New Castle Reaffirms Policy on Handling Immigration Status

An image of  the flyer that the Town of  New 
Castle is distributing to the public, informing the 
community that local police will not be initiating 
probes into a person’s immigration status. 

A Journey Toward
Preventing Cancer
We’re in this together . . . 

Join Phelps Hospital/Northwell 
Health Cancer Institute for a 
buffet luncheon and presentation.

Learn about cancer 
prevention, screening, 
detection and treatment 
from a panel of Phelps 
physicians specializing in 
breast surgery, dermatology, 
gastroenterology, urology, 
head & neck cancer, lung 
cancer, medical and 
radiation oncology 
and radiology. 

Thursday, April 27, 2017
11:00 am - 3:00 pm

DoubleTree by Hilton
455 South Broadway
Tarrytown, New York

RSVP: 914-366-3435
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By Martin Wilbur
If it’s Earth Day weekend, then it’s 

time for North Castle’s Town Wide 
Clean Up Day.

The event, where volunteers pick up 
trash along the roads, is being held on 
Saturday this year, moved from Sunday 
the past couple of years, since Zero 
Waste Day has been dissolved.

“It’s great, it’s really great,” said 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro. “It’s a 
great community thing and it’s great for 
organizations. It’s a great community 
event.”

It will take place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The event’s coordinator, Byram Hills 
High School junior Malorie Lipstein, 
said residents can arrive at Town Hall 
in Armonk and black garbage bags 
and clear bags for recyclables will be 
provided. Residents can also report to 
the North White Plains Community 
Center if they care to work in that part 
of town.

“It’s an opportunity for the entire 
community to come together with all 
their neighbors to pick up the different 
garbage and recyclables and everything 

along our roadside and in our parks 
and everywhere around North Castle,” 
Lipstein said.

For those who volunteer, make sure 
to wear jeans or long pants and work 
boots and bring an old pair of gloves. 
Volunteers do not have to stay for the 
entire six hours, but can sign up for 
two- or three-hour shifts.

To sign up, e-mail cleanupnorthcastle@
gmail.com. For more information, visit 
www.northcastleny.com. In case of rain, 
it will be held on Sunday.

North Castle Town Wide Clean Up Set for This Saturday

CHALLENGE
T H E  1 4 T H  A N N U A L 

COLON CANCER

REGISTER
and find more information at 

coloncancerchallenge.org

Join thousands for the  
tri-state area’s premier colorectal 

cancer awareness event:  
the 14th Annual  

Colon Cancer Challenge.  
The Challenge offers colorectal 

cancer survivors, and family 
and friends of those affected 
by colorectal cancer, a unique 

opportunity to help raise public 
awareness and contribute to the 
fight against this often fatal yet 

preventable disease. 

04.02.17  
RANDALL’S ISLAND  

NEW YORK, NY

04.30.17  
MANHATTANVILLE COLLEGE

PURCHASE, NY

FOR CHILDREN 6–10 YEARS OLD

5:00–7:00PM

Special !
Early Sign-up Discount
(Good only during the event)

 THE NEW 10 AND UNDER
YOUTH TENNIS PROGRESSION

SATURDAY

FR
EE TENNIS

EVENT
APRIL 29

FE
AT
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G

Contact
Zuka Mukhuradze
zuka@sawmillclub.com
914 733-4007

Contact
Zuka Mukhuradze
zuka@sawmillclub.com
914 733-4007

Courts 1-5

FUN  GAMES  PRIZES
NEW! USTA 10 AND UNDER

PATHWAY

Mt. Kisco Beautification Committee Seeking Spring Clean Up
The Mount Kisco Beautification 

Committee is asking civic organizations 
and residents to volunteer to help pick 
up litter in the areas of the village listed 
below. 

Volunteers are being asked to select 
an area before Apr. 24 and contact Cece 
Yozzo at 914-666-5396 to confirm the 
location so that each spot is covered and 
there are no duplications. 

Trash bags and gloves will be provided, 
and the Village of Mount Kisco has 
insurance that covers volunteers. 
Volunteers are being asked to arrange to 
complete the clean up by May 29 so the 
village will be litter-free for the annual 
Memorial Day Parade, which will be 

held on that day. 
• Kisco Avenue/Saw Mill Parkway 

entrances/exits. (Select either the east 
side or the west side.)

• Kisco Avenue/Parkway to Preston 
Way. (Both sides)

• Kisco Avenue/Preston Way to Route 
133. (Both sides)

• Preston Way/Kisco Avenue to Route 
117. (Both sides)

• Route 133/Kisco Avenue to South 
Moger Avenue traffic light. (Both 
sides)

• Kirby Plaza
• South Moger Avenue parking lot.
• Lexington Avenue. (Leito Drive to 

Moore Avenue or the police station 

to Moore Avenue.)  
• Lexington Avenue, Moore Avenue to 

Route 117. (Both sides)
• Main Street, Moore Avenue to 

Lexington Avenue. (Both sides)
• Main Street, Moore Avenue to Crane’s 

Furniture. (Both sides)
• Radio Circle
• Blackeby parking lot
• Police station and courthouse.  
• Route 117/Route 133 to Barker Street. 

(East or west side)
• Route 117/Barker Street to Preston 

Way. (East or west side)

Free Saw Mill 
Club Tennis 

Event for Kids 
April 29

The Saw Mill Club will be 
holding its inaugural 10-and-
under event on Saturday, Apr. 29 
from 5 to 7 p.m. This event is for 
children six to 10 years old and 
open to everyone, both members 
and non-members. There will be 
demonstrations, fun, games and 
prizes.

The goal of the event is to 
introduce your child to the New 
USTA 10 & Under Pathway, which 
will be implemented this fall in all 
Saw Mill Club programs. At the 
event, parents will have a one-time 
opportunity to take advantage of 
the very attractive early sign-up 
offer.

For more information or to sign 
up, contact Zuka Mukhuradze, 
director of tennis, at 914-733-
4007 or at zuka@sawmillclub.
com, or Rick Levine, tennis office 
manager at rlevine@sawmillclub.
com.
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By Martin Wilbur
It’s no secret that the American 

population continues to age as medical 
advances and greater knowledge about how 
to stay healthy emerge. 

But longevity creates other problems, 
such as providing services to the aging 
population that previously may not have 
been needed.

One service whose popularity is steadily 
increasing in Westchester is RideConnect, a 
Family Services of Westchester program that 
provides free transportation by volunteer 
drivers to residents 60 years old and over, 
most of whom are on fixed incomes or 
who can no longer drive. They are taken to 
doctors’ appointments, shopping, religious 
services or social visits anywhere in the 
county or southern Putnam.

However, the demand for RideConnect, 
which is based in Mount Kisco, far exceeds 
the service’s ability to find enough volunteer 
drivers, said its Director Karen Ganis.

Last week, Ganis and RideConnect’s 
Mobility Manager Marietta Manoni 
appealed for more volunteers. It doesn’t 
have to be a time-consuming commitment, 
but if someone can provide just one ride 
a week that would help keep up with the 
demand.

“Whatever they willing to do we’re willing 
to have it because we have so many people 
looking for rides to everything, to doctors’ 
appointments, to grocery shopping, to 
church, to synagogue,” Ganis said. “We even 
have a client who herself is a volunteer.”

In 2012, RideConnect’s first year, 
there were 993 rides and referrals to 
other agencies. Last year that number 
mushroomed to 15,971 rides and referrals, 
according to Ganis.

However, RideConnect, which receives 
about 80 percent of its funding from the 
federal government and most of the balance 
from Westchester County, currently has a 
roster of only about 150 volunteers, she said.

Ganis said that some of their drivers still 
work while others are retirees. There is a 
strong vetting process to screen volunteer 
drivers, who can be from 21 to 80 years old. 
They must pass a background check and 
have a clean driving record.

Aside from saving seniors from 
prohibitively expensive livery service 
providers, it is common for volunteers and 
clients to form friendships, Manoni said. 

“It’s also a comfort level,” she said. “With 
us, we’re kind of a little mom and pop 
shop, so they’re very comfortable with our 
volunteers. 

“Our volunteers may be strangers, but 
not for long,” Manoni added.

Ganis said the satisfaction many of the 
volunteer drivers derive from helping 
people who might otherwise be house-
bound is its own gift.

“The volunteers will tell you they get as 
much as they give,” Ganis said. “The stories 
they get from the clients are funny. A lot of 
them are World War II veterans and have 
unbelievable stories to share. Depression-

era babies who can tell you about going 
through some hard times. I think our 
volunteers get a lot out of it.”

Garrison resident Tom Brennan, a retire 
college instructor at St. Thomas Aquinas 
in Sparkill, said he volunteers whenever 
he can and finds the seniors incredibly 
friendly and grateful.

“You can’t believe how appreciative these 
people are,” said Brennan, who drives in 
northern Westchester. “We’re like a lifeline 
to their doorstep.”

Della Howell of Mahopac, also a retiree 
who has been volunteering for close to 
three years, said she cherishes her time 
driving, talking with the passengers and 
learning.

“They’re as important to me as I am to 
them,” Howell said. 

Volunteers can operate any kind 
of vehicle. For more information on 
volunteer opportunities, contact Karen 
Ganis ant 914-242-7433 or visit www.
rideconnectwestchester.org.

Program Seeks Volunteers to Provide Free Rides for Seniors

RideConnect Mobility Manager Marietta Manoni, 
left, with one of  the service’s clients, Louise Spano  
of  Yorktown Heights. RideConnect provides free 
transportation for seniors 60 and up for pickups 
and drop-offs anywhere in Westchester and 
southern Putnam.

All Roads Lead To PLEASANTVILLE

ACTION SALE

Not responsible for typographical errors

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY 

www.pleasantville-ford.com

MILEAGE STOCKFEATURING: PRICE
 2011 SUBARU LEAGACY LTD  109746  17-004A  $11,995.00
 2010 SUBARU WRX  SEDAN  46345  16-172A  $20,995.00
 2013 VW  PASSAT  66991  P7642  $9,995.00
 2013 SUBARU IMPREZA S/W  39473  P7591  $15,995.00
 2013 VW TIGAUN SE  43066  P7541A  $14,995.00
 2012 SUBARU FORESTER  58753  16-440A  $15,995.00
 2009 SUBARU FORESTER LTD  93573  P7522A  $13,995.00
 2012 FORD ESCAPE  89732  F027B-17  $14,995.00
 2012 VW TIGUAN FWD  39822  P7270  $11,995.00
 2007 MINI COOPER CONV  84716  P7536A   $7,995.00
 2006 VW JETTA  117670  12VW-109A   $5,995.00
 2010 HYUNDAI ELANTRA  97351  16-365A  $7,995.00
 2007 SUBARU WRX S/W  81945  16-089A   $13,995.00
 2011 VW TIGUAN  45104  P7589  $16,995.00
 2007 SUBARU OUTBACK  110951  P7553  $9,995.00
 2008 FORD F150  86881  F212A-17  $15,995.00
 2010 FORD ESCAPE LTD  107968  F448A-16   $10,995.00
 2010 SUBARU FORESTER LTD  75117  P7598  $14,995.00
 2010 SUBARU FORESTER  135165  P7551A  $8,995.00
 2009 SUBARU LEGACY  94028  17-218A  $8,995.00
 2009 SUBARU FORESTER  77230  P7569A  $11,995.00
 2009 FORD F150 CREW XLT  95121  F474A-16  $19,995.00
 2009 SUBARU FORESTER  117255  P7623  $10,995.00
  2005 SUBARU LEGACY  97776  16-342A   $6,995.00
 2004 VW BEETLE CONV  84972  P7537   $7,995.00
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

On Monday, Apr. 3, the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators 
unanimously passed historic legislation 
for the Westchester BioScience & 
Technology Center in Valhalla, a $1.2 
billion project that will importantly spur 
further economic development in our 
district. I am very proud to support this 
public-private partnership after many 
months of collaborative discussions with 
my colleagues and all parties involved.

The project will be developed by Fareri 
Associates on 60 acres of county-owned 
land known as “North 60,” part of the 
Grasslands Reservation, located just 
north of the Westchester Medical Center 
and New York Medical College. 

The lease agreement is ultimately a wise 
long-term investment in our community. 
This development is expected to create 
nearly 4,000 construction jobs and 8,000 
new permanent jobs upon completion; 
generate tax revenue for the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District, the 
Pocantico Hills Central School District, 
the Town of Mount Pleasant, and 
Westchester County ($7 million in 
annual rent and $9 million dollars in 

new real estate property taxes); preserve 
more than 40 acres of open space; and 
utilize green technologies. 

There is no residential housing 
component to this project, meaning 
there will be no additional burden on 
our school districts.

While there are three phases of the 
project, the completed complex will be 
three million square feet – utilizing only 
46 percent of the land – and will include 
medical offices, bio-tech and research 
labs, retail space, a hotel and a Children’s 
Museum-Living Science Center.

As a former school teacher and current 
college instructor, I am particularly 
excited about the potential educational 
opportunities for students in the 
bioscience field, as well as the interactive 
children’s museum that can be utilized 
by all children in Westchester County 
and beyond.

John Fareri, president of Fareri 
Associates, raised the funds to build 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital, which 
is named in honor of his daughter and 
located adjacent to the Grasslands 
Reservation. 

Fareri Associates will also spend $40 
million on infrastructure improvements 
in the Grasslands area, including road 
access to alleviate traffic concerns, sewer 
and electrical hookups to the property 
prior to the first phase of construction 
and storm water management to service 
the 80-acre site. Upgrades to the access 
from Route 9A will be a major part of 
that infrastructure work. During the 
state Environmental Quality Review 
Act (SEQRA) process, which will be 
conducted by the Town of Mount 
Pleasant given the project’s location, 
there will be opportunities for public 
input regarding traffic management and 
other environmental concerns.

Once the town completes its due 
diligence on the project, Fareri Associates 
can begin construction of the foundation 
and basic infrastructure.

Overall, I’m pleased the Board of 
Legislators was able to advance this 
development one step further to 
becoming a reality.

Margaret Cunzio
County Legislator, District 3

Mount Pleasant

The quiet of what should have been 
an enjoyable spring holiday week was 
shattered in an instant in Pleasantville 
last week.

When word filtered out on Thursday 
that high school senior Quentin Lupo 
had died the previous day in an apparent 
suicide, it seemed surreal.

By everyone’s account, Lupo was the 
type of young man that anyone would 
have been proud to have as their own 
child – or certainly be the friend of your 
child. A standout athlete with a quiet, 
unassuming demeanor, a great friend, 
teammate, sibling and son, and a good 
student, it seemed as though he was in 
a place you hoped any recently turned 
18-year-old would be.

Lupo was close to making his final 

decision of where to attend college next 
year, and seemed to be intrigued with 
the possibility of continuing to play his 
beloved basketball, although there were 
certainly other possibilities as well.

What has made Lupo’s death so 
difficult to accept is that there didn’t 
seem to be any of the common warning 
signs of larger problems, at least not 
outwardly to the people at school and 
in the community who knew him well.

In recent years, mental health 
issues have moved to the forefront, as 
continued acts of aggression or self-
harm have plagued communities and 
schools throughout the nation. But 
it appears that despite how much we 
know, there is still so much we have to 
learn. 

One of the only positives to come out 
of last week, is that it highlighted how 
important community is in times of 
tragedy.

Whether it was the families who 
attended last Saturday’s Pleasantville 
boys’ lacrosse game in the middle of 
a holiday weekend, or school district 
personnel who made themselves 
available during a week when schools 
were closed to help students and 
even some parents, there are friends, 
neighbors and acquaintances ready to 
help.

And for Lupo’s closest friends and 
family, everyone’s prayers are with you 
and hopefully the community continues 
to serve as an important resource for all 
of you for years to come.

Editorial
Pleasantville Residents Lean on Each Other at Most Difficult Time

North 60 an Important Step Forward for Mt. Pleasant, Westchester
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 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

Letters to the Editor

Tax Day comes but once a year – except 
for New Yorkers. 

For us, Tax Day comes once a month, 
with every utility bill. We pay the third 
highest price for electricity in the country, 
and about 25 percent of that is taxes.

Our aggregate utility tax burden costs 
us at least $1.6 billion annually, and costs 
us jobs and opportunity by driving away 
businesses that can’t afford to pay that 

much for energy. Adding insult to injury, 
our state’s latest budget does nothing to 
relieve us of the gross receipts tax; the 
“temporary,” but thus far, permanent 18-a 
surcharge; the System Benefits Charge; 
and the Renewable Portfolio Standard 
and Energy Efficiency Portfolio Standard 
surcharges. Any one of these could, and 
should, have been eliminated or cut.

Unfortunately for long-suffering New 

Yorkers enduring the utility-tax version 
of “Groundhog Day,” all we can hope for 
is better luck next year.

Rob DiFrancesco
Executive Director, New York 

Affordable Reliable Electricity 
Alliance

It’s Always Tax Season for New York Energy Customers
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By Martin Wilbur
Since the Town of New Castle 

assumed ownership of the old Wallace 
Auditorium at Chappaqua Crossing last 
year, there’s been a concerted effort to 
turn the facility into a dynamic venue. 

The town hired a theater manager, 
officially changed its name to the 
Chappaqua Performing Arts Center 
and has searched for way to raise money 
to make necessary upgrades.

The next step in the transformation 
takes place this Saturday night.

Singer Frank Shiner, a Chappaqua 
resident and a member of the town’s 
Arts & Culture Committee, will be 
performing a benefit concert for the 
425-seat theater. He pitched an idea 
to the committee to do a show to the 
committee and the group liked the idea.

“I thought how cool it would be to do 
a local show, cover the costs of renting 
the theater, insurance and all those 
things, and everything thereafter, all the 
ticket profits go to it, just to kick it off, 
to bring attention to it,” Shiner said.

The concert will also serve as a preview 
for Shiner’s next album, “Lonely Town, 
Lonely Street,” which is scheduled to be 
released on May 19. It is a collection of 
12 songs, that includes blues and R&B 
with a touch of jazz, a genre that was 
coined “blue-eyed soul” during the 
1960s. He plans on performing each 

of the album’s songs, favorites such as 
“Rainy Night in Georgia,” “I Love You 
More Than You’ll Ever Know” and 
“Love is a Losing Game,” which he has 
reinterpreted.

Shiner said he hopes Saturday’s 
concert will be an event that helps 
bring the community together. During 
the recent Horace Greeley High School 
performance of “Grease,” he volunteered 
as a makeup artist and hair stylist for 
the boys, and noticed how disappointed 
the students were when the show ended. 

The cast heard he was going to have 
a concert at the Chappaqua Performing 
Arts Center and wanted to attend. 
Instead, Shiner invited them to open for 
him, and perform some of the numbers 
from the school musical. It also won’t 
hurt that many of the proud friends and 
family will pay to see them.

“To see the community come together, 
to put this performing arts center come 
together is so exciting, especially at a 
time when we’re hearing potentially that 
funding may be removed from the arts, 
it’s the perfect time to bring attention to 
this kind of facility,” Shiner said.

The concert will also feature the 
theater’s new sound system that was 
recently installed. 

Shiner said he’s now devoted his time 
to singing fulltime after recently selling 
his business, where he still serves as a 

consultant. Last weekend he appeared 
at the Ridgefield Playhouse and this 
Thursday he will performing at the 
World Café Live in Philadelphia.

But this week, Shiner’s attention is on 
making sure the Chappaqua Performing 
Arts Center is a success. 

“We can really do something special 
for the community and for the whole 
family,” Shiner said.

For those in the audience who attend 
Saturday’s show in Chappaqua, there 
will be a special opportunity to buy 

“Lonely Town, Lonely Street” four 
weeks before it officially goes on sale.

For more information about Frank 
Shiner and to buy tickets for Saturday’s 
concert, visit www.frankshiner.com. 
Tickets are $20 each for adults, $15 for 
children and students. It is scheduled to 
begin at 8 p.m.

The Chappaqua Performing Arts 
Center is located at 480 Bedford Rd. 
(Route 117) and is located within the 
Chappaqua Crossing campus.

Singer and Chappaqua resident Frank Shiner will be performing a benefit concert this Saturday night at 
the Chappaqua Performing Arts Center.

Blue-Eyed Soul Crooner Set to Shine at Chappaqua Theater
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WestchesterOneCommunity.com

WESTCHESTER

ONE COMMUNITY
MANY CULTURES 
Diversity strengthens Westchester.
It attracts talented people, stimulates creative  
thinking and promotes tolerance and understanding.
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Ah, that first breath of spring, even 
after a moderate winter, really revives 
the spirit, doesn’t it? Along with that 
feeling of near euphoria each year, 
always comes the anticipation of getting 
out into the garden.

But, oh my, this is the first year I 
do not have the pleasure of a garden, 
ensconced as I am on the top floor of 
a beautiful condo building. However, 
I can rely on the fond memories of all 
those springs when I got down on my 
knees for the first time to accomplish 
some pleasant garden chore.

I can remember vividly the excitement 
of projecting the growth and color I’d 
be enjoying in the weeks ahead, but 
invariably I also think of my mother. 

My mother was my first gardening 
adviser and one of her strict rules was 
to avoid kneeling. Although she never 
gave me a good reason for complying, 
she was convinced that one should 
bend over, rather than kneel, for garden 
chores that required closer proximity to 
the ground. I do know that my mother 
was very pleased with her agility 
into later life and probably wanted 
to demonstrate that ability in all her 
activities. Or maybe she had heard of 
“gardener’s knee.” 

In recent years since my mother has 
passed on, I had become aware that my 
back seemed to go awry more often than 

my knees. So, with no small amount 
of guilt, I kneeled to plant those first 
seedlings that I bought from my local 
supplier. But I protected myself with 
either a garden kneeler or knee pads, 
which I don’t remember being around 
when I was a child.  

Of course, squatting is a good in-
between measure, but I found that more 
taxing than either bending or kneeling.

Because I was always as time-
conscious in the garden as anybody with 
a full-time job, every step I took to plan 
and plant my garden was orchestrated to 
reduce labor and maximize enjoyment 
of color and greenery from early spring 
to late fall.  

For instance, while I envy those 
people who can build outdoor frames 
for planting seeds early or do it inside, I 
relied on garden centers for my annual 
seedlings that are all ready for popping 
in the ground. Vicariously I enjoyed the 
planting from seed activity by watching 
my young grandson proudly nurture his 
own vegetable garden.

Here’s my earliest spring garden 
routine:

I first cleaned up all that nasty debris 
that I left last fall that kept the ground 
from heaving and, at the same time, fed 
the birds, lying in a state of rot in my 
annual and perennial beds.  

Then, if I was quick about it, I would 

prune my apple and cherry 
trees before they develop 
buds. (I really had to scurry 
to do this if I didn’t have time 
the previous fall.)

I lost interest in vegetable 
gardening after giving it 
a whirl the first couple of 
seasons, but for those of you 
who still are, you can put 
lettuce seeds in the ground 
right now. Every couple 
of weeks, start a new row 
to get results throughout 
the summer. If you’re into 
planting onions and other 
hardy vegetables, now is the 
time to do it.

Light thinning can be done 
in April to any shrub or tree 
except lilacs. The latter should have 
been done after blooming last year, 
because if you do it now, there will be 
no bloom this year.

Prepare your flower beds by adding 
compost or fertilizer right now. I kept a 
natural compost pile that I cultivated for 
a long time, and each year I robbed this 
black gold to enrich the soil, depleted 
from the previous year’s growth.

Mulch now for a weed-resistant 
summer. Each year, I would call my 
trusty tree man to drop off a load of 
finely chopped chips. One load that I 

would hide behind my garage 
would serve my property for 
a season.

As you are preparing 
for planting your annual 
and perennial beds, the 
earliest spring bulbs will 
be blooming. Afterwards, 
be sure to deadhead them 
(remove the remains of the 
blossoms) but don’t remove 
the leaves. Let them die back 
naturally so that they can 
feed the bulbs for next year. 

Also, remember to 
schedule the time needed to 
trim spring-flowering shrubs, 
everything from forsythia to 
azalea, right after blooming, 
for thicker growth and more 

blooms next year.
And, for anyone who gardens like 

I do, kneeling rather than bending, 
remember to protect your knees with 
those pads or kneelers. Sorry mom. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.
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If We Put Our Heads Together and Think Spring...
Maybe it will be Here Sooner!
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We’ll Help You Save Money on your Heating & Cooling Bills
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L ike thousands of other Americans, 
Andrea Garbarini’s life was forever 
scarred on Sept. 11. She lost her 
husband, Charley, a New York City 

Fire Department lieutenant, at the World 
Trade Center, who perished with 342 other 
firefighters and well over 2,000 civilians.

But Garbarini, a Pleasantville resident 
with two sons, has also seen how the tragedy 
has spawned astounding stories of charity, 
kindness and purpose among many of the 
victims’ families.

“Many families did amazing things,” 
Garbarini said. “Large and small acts of 
kindness for their fellow human beings. I 
felt these stories hadn’t come out the way I 
would have liked to have seen it come out.”

More than two years ago, Garbarini first 
thought about producing a documentary 
relating the stories of how a few of her fel-
low fire department widows not only coped 
with their losses but have displayed a resil-
iency some never thought they had, turning 
the event for into a calling that has reshaped 
their lives. After more than a year of plan-
ning, filming for “From the Ground Up,” 
concluded on Feb. 17. 

Working with friends Beth and George 
Gage, a husband-and wife filmmaking team 
from Telluride, Colo., Garbarini had many 
stories to chose from but decided to go with 
some of those of the people that she knew 
best. Families of Sept. 11 victims, in many 
ways, have become a family.

“It’s the family you never wanted but you 
have it and you’re thankful for it,” she said.

Just weeks before 9/11, Maureen Fanning, 
who realized her husband’s dream of estab-
lishing a group home for autistic children, 
and her husband, Jack, the parents of two 
autistic sons, discussed how if they won the 
lottery they would build a home on Long Is-
land for other families; Una McHugh, whose 
husband, Dennis, loved taking their young 
daughter to the library, established a founda-
tion to build a library in his name near their 
Rockland County home; and the family of 
Stephen Siller, who created a race retracing 
the firefighter’s last steps to help contribute 
to the Stephen Sill Foundation. After finish-
ing an overnight shift that morning, Siller, a 
father of five, was on his way home to Staten 
Island when he heard the Twin Towers were 
on fire and ran through the Brooklyn Bat-

tery Tunnel with 70 pounds of equipment 
after traffic was stopped. The foundation has 
raised more than $7 million to date.

Garbarini will take all money raised by 
the documentary and contribute to the 
foundations created by the families as well 
as other charities.

“I felt it’s extremely important with the 
10th anniversary coming that our stories be 
told in a fair and dignified manner by us, and 
that’s really what drove me to do this,” said 
Garbarini, who also appears in the film.

The Gages have begun the editing process 
and are aiming to have the project complete 
for the 10th anniversary of the terrorist at-
tacks. They hope to condense the story to 
fit into a half-hour time slot and pitch it to 
cable networks.

The filmmakers, who befriended Garbar-
ini when she came to Colorado during the 
summer of 2002 with other 9/11 families, 
said they were intrigued by the concept, fo-
cusing on firefighters’ widows and how they 
have tried to overcome their losses.

“They certainly had their grief, and in 
working through their grief they’re doing 
incredible things,” George Gage said.

While time helps heal some wounds, for 
many families, there are the constant re-
minders of 9/11, Beth Gage said. Despite the 

outpouring of generosity from the public 
following the attacks, some felt guilt about 
accepting money.

For Garbarini, with the major hurdle of 
filming have been cleared, the other chal-
lenge is financial. Through the close of film-
ing, she has raised about half of the film’s 
$100,000 budget she needs.

A nonprofit organization, Sparky Pro-
ductions, has been created to help raise the 
funds. It can be found on the Gage Produc-
tion’s website as well as the site created for 
the film. Garbarini said she is also searching 
for corporate and private donations to assist 
with the financing.

“Hopefully, this will all come together,” 
she said. “I never knew what it meant to be 
an executive producer. I don’t know if I’d 
ever do one again.”

Garbarini credits the Pleasantville com-
munity for helping her able to stay in her 
home. Her sons are now teenagers. She 
smiled when asked how her husband would 
have thought of the project.

“I think Charley would probably think, 
‘Here she goes again,’” Garbarini laughed.

To read more about the project, view a 
trailer of “From the Ground Up” or to do-
nate, visit.www.911filmproject.com.

Pleasantville 9/11 Widow  
Looks to Complete 

Documentary

The family of  Stephen Siller, featured in Andrea Garbarini’s documentary “From the Ground Up,” created 
a foundation that has raised more than $7 million for children in the firefighter’s name. An annual race 
through the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, above, is one of  the major fundraising events for the organization.

Andrea Garbarini, pictured here with her husband, Charley, and two sons, is the executive producer of  a 
documentary film “From the Ground Up” telling the story of  widows of  firefighters killed on 9/11. Charley 
Garbarini, a New York City Fire Department lieutenant, died at the World Trade Center.
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continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL



April 18 - April 24, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 19

Versatile plants that provide food and 
shelter for birds, butterflies and bees 
and add splendor to the landscape, will 
take center stage at The Native Plant 
Center’s 18th annual Native Plant Sale 
on Saturday, Apr. 29, from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Westchester Community College 
in Valhalla. Admission to the sale is free.    

“Native plants are special and are 
sought out by more people each year,” 
said Carol Capobianco, director of The 
Native Plant Center. “The sale continues 
to grow as gardeners recognize the 
wildlife value and beauty of native 
plants.” 

Pollinator magnets, monarch 
butterfly host plants, and 
hummingbird- and songbird-friendly 
species will be for sale including 
mountain mint (Pycnanthemum 
spp.), milkweed (Asclepias spp.), 
trumpet honeysuckle (Lonicera 
sempervirens), and blueberry 
(Vaccinium spp.). More than 100 
plant species and varieties and more 
than 3,000 plants will be available.   

The Native Plant Center’s two 
“plant of the year” picks for 2017 will 
be for sale. The Native Woody of the 
Year, spicebush (Lindera benzoin), 
is a deciduous shrub whose fragrant 
yellow flowers in early spring provide 
color to awakening woodlands, 
whose red fruit attracts birds, and 
whose aromatic leaves turn yellow in 
fall. 

The masses of lavender-pink 
flowers of wild geranium (Geranium 
maculatum), the Native Perennial 
of the Year, attract pollinators to the 
shade garden; the seeds are eaten by 
birds and mammals.

Also offered at the sale will be 
enduring garden favorites such 
as phlox (Phlox spp.), coralbells 
(Heuchera spp.) and asters 
(Symphyotrichum spp.) as well as 
beautiful grasses, ferns and shrubs. 
Always offered, too, are a few 
surprises not easily found elsewhere. 

Native plant specialists will be on 
hand throughout the sale to answer 
questions and assist gardeners in 
choosing great options for their sites. 

The sale is located on Westchester 
Community College’s main campus 
at 75 Grasslands Rd. in Valhalla. 
Sale attendees should enter the East 
Grasslands Entrance and park in Lot 
1. 

Volunteers are needed to prepare 
for the sale and to assist on sale day. 
Anyone interested in volunteering, 
or those seeking further information 
about the sale, should call 914-606-
7870, visit www.nativeplantcenter.org 
or e-mail wcc.nativeplant@sunywcc.
org. 

The Native Plant Center was 
established in 1998 as the first 
national affiliate of the Lady Bird 

Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, 
Texas. The Native Plant Center maintains 
demonstration gardens and educates the 
public about the environmental necessity, 
economic value and natural beauty of 
native plants through conferences, field 
trips, and classes in its Go Native U 
continuing education program. 

Native Plant Center Annual Sale Scheduled for April 29

   www.dainslumber.com                                             
2 N. Water Street ∙ Peekskill, NY  

Quality Lumber, Building Materials & Hardware 
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More than 100 plant species and 3,000 plants 
will be available at the upcoming Native Plant 
Sale in Valhalla.
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HISTORIC CHARM 
Pleasantville | $989,999 | Located in Pleasantville’s Historic District, 
this lovely 4-bedroom Colonial exudes charm and appeal. Inviting 
porches, circular driveway and marble wood-burning fireplace set 
on a beautiful half-acre of level property. Web# 4710125.

PRISTINE RANCH 
Chappaqua | $819,000 | Light-filled 4-bedroom Ranch on cul-
de-sac with level park-like property. Tastefully renovated interior 
with whole house generator, lawn sprinkler, central air and new 
windows and wood floors. Close to all. Web# 4712228.

GRACIOUS AND WELCOMING 
Pleasantville | $649,000 | Set on level property, this 4-bed-
room Colonial features an inviting wrap-around front porch, 
high ceilings, generously proportioned rooms, arched entry-
ways, pocket doors and a remodeled kitchen. Web# 4709186.

TURN-KEY COLONIAL 
Pleasantville | $559,000 | Charming 3-bedroom home 
with wonderful curb appeal, beautifully remodeled kitchen, 
central air, hardwood floors throughout and private stone 
backyard patio. Easy commute to NYC. Web# 4710965.
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By Martin Wilbur
Last year Dan Welsh was faced with a 

decision that may have been difficult for 
others to make.

Welch was working in the tech 
department for the Harrison School 
District, content with his job, his hours and 
benefits.

But having been keenly interested in 
recycling and environmental issues since 
college, Welsh, 57, didn’t let a special 
opportunity last summer slip through 
his fingers. He accepted an offer to 
become program director of the state’s 
first Community Choice Aggregation, 
Westchester Power, a program connected 
with Sustainable Westchester. Its 
immediate goals are to buy energy in bulk 
and increase the use of renewables and 
lower costs for consumers throughout the 
county.

“This is about the most exciting place 
I could be right now,” Welsh said at 
Westchester Power’s office in Mount Kisco. 
“I had a choice between staying at a nice 
civil service job with a retirement building 
up and (working) 8 to 4 and you’re home, 

or this, a little nonprofit startup, which 
is amazing and doing groundbreaking 
things, but who knows where it’s going 
ultimately.”

The efforts of forward-thinking leaders 
have already helped more than 100,000 
residents who live in the 20 municipalities 
that signed up to participate in the initial 
bulk purchasing effort last year to start 
saving money.

For Welsh, there’s excitement because 
Westchester Power is at the forefront 
regionally of not just operating an energy-
buying co-op, but to create a longstanding 
and hopefully permanent renewable 
energy infrastructure. 

“This gives us the heft and the attention-
getting ability to now talk to all kinds of 
people, vendors and consultants, to say 
how are we going to be able to craft at the 
top of this program renewable energy right 
here in our neighborhoods,” Welsh said.

One concept that is being developed 
is community solar, Welsh said. For 
those residents who have too many trees 
around their property or a homeowners’ 
association that won’t allow solar panels on 

houses in a development, 
there may be an appropriate 
offsite location close by to 
place them. Then a local 
co-op can be created and 
residents in the area can 
subscribe and share the 
power that’s created, he said.

The concept of having a 
co-operative arrangement 
doesn’t just have to be 
limited to the procurement 
of renewable energy, Welsh 
said. It can also be applied to 
other services, including refuse collection, 
to help reduce costs.

Welsh, who was Westchester-born and 
raised in Lewisboro where he currently is 
serving his third term on the town board 
and one of the few elected officials in New 
York registered with the Green Party, said 
2017 is vitally important for Westchester 
Power. The two-year agreement for the 
participating municipalities participating 
in the bulk energy contract that use Con 
Edison will be coming due next April. 
(For NYSEG customers, the contract won’t 
expire until 2019.)

The challenge will be to head back into 
the communities and renew the contract, 
educate a wider cross-section of the county 
and attract others into the program.

“We want to connect with local 
leaders and libraries and not-for-profit 
organizations, letting people know how 
we’re doing, that they’re in the program 
and that this contract is coming up, and we 

expect to mail them a request 
and get them to sign on to the 
next round,” Welsh said.

A few years ago, working 
for an organization like 
Westchester Power wasn’t where 
Welsh envisioned himself, even 
though he had been involved 
with Sustainable Westchester 
and its predecessors.

A SUNY Albany graduate 
who studied physics and 
political science and learned 
Chinese, he was hired by an 

engineering firm running the company’s 
office in China.

Welch returned to the United States 
after 14 years when the company relocated 
down south and his wife, an acupuncturist, 
already had launched her business locally. 
The couple has two children, with one still 
in college.

He then worked for a magazine publisher 
in its web department, followed by stints 
working in IT for the Chappaqua School 
District and then the Harrison schools.

Welch said his career switch when the 
Westchester Power opportunity presented 
itself was necessary because he needed 
change/

“That’s probably one of the reasons 
that got me up and out of my chair and 
got me this job, too,” he said. “Just do it, 
make yourself change and to take on the 
challenges.

For more information about Westchester 
Power, visit www.westchesterpower.org.

know your
Neighbor

Dan Welsh
Program Director, Westchester Power
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As Allen Asher puts on his boxing 
gloves and steps into the ring with his 
trainer, he is filled with confidence as 
he is able to move in ways he didn’t 
think were possible anymore.

“If someone told me I’d be boxing 
today, I would have never believed 
them,” said Asher who suffers from 
Parkinson’s disease.

The collaboration between the LSVT 
Program at Northern Westchester 
Hospital’s (NWH) Chappaqua Crossing 
rehab facility along with Rock Steady 
Boxing at The Lexington Avenue 
Gym has helped Asher and many 
others battling movement disorders to 
retrain the brain and learn movements 
that help counteract the neurological 
deterioration.

“With Parkinson’s, your voice becomes 
less pronounced, your handwriting 
shrinks and your movements get 
smaller,” Asher said. 

Rather than waiting until Parkinson’s 
limits movement, the program 
promotes movement patterns and 
an early adoption of exercise-based 
physical and occupational therapy to 
develop healthy habits. Patients learn 
to use “big” movements to help them 
function throughout daily life. 

“When I do these exercises, I hear 
that voice in my head reminding me to 
try harder and to stretch further,” Asher 
said.

Patients also benefit from LSVT 
LOUD, where they work with a speech 
therapist who helps improve vocal 
loudness and speech. Both programs 
are 16 one-on-one hour-long sessions 
– four consecutive days a week for four 
weeks.

“The Rock Steady Boxing Program 
at Lexington Avenue Gym is a 
wonderful opportunity for graduates or 
participants of NWH’s LSVT Program 
at Chappaqua Crossing to continue 

improving movement patterns and 
overall function in an encouraging 
group environment,” said Michael 
Silverman, director of rehabilitation 
and wellness. “Whether patients receive 
rehab at NWH, exercise with Rock 
Steady or both, they are being motivated 
by truly passionate clinicians and 
coaches who are dedicated to helping 
them improve functional deficits and 
overall quality of life.”

Caregivers of patients with 
movement disorders may also benefit 
from a wellness program. The facility is 
launching a free wellness and exercise 
program for the caregiver and their 
loved one. 

“There’s nothing else like it offered 
within our community,” Silverman said. 
“The strength, wellness, flexibility and 
cardiovascular fitness of caregivers is so 
important.” 

Fran Gardner, caregiver and co-
planner of Northern Westchester’s 
Wellness and Exercise Program, said 
there was a strong need for a mutually 
beneficial program for her loved one 
and herself. 

“I am excited to have an activity I can 
share with my husband; caregivers need 
an outlet for exercise and empowerment 

too,” Gardner said. 
If you are a caregiver to someone with 

a movement disorder, you may benefit 
from this 12-week program that runs 
from Apr. 18 through July 6. Classes 
will be held twice a week on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 

Time to Fight Back Against Movement Disorders at NWH

People suffering from physical limitations can 
stay active with the help of  Northern Westchester 
Hospital’s LSVT Program.
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Therapists for Northern Westchester Hospital’s 
LSVT program help patients battling movement 
limitations, such as Parkinson’s disease, and their 
caregivers stay fit and active.
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1. How many basketball games in a row did the U Conn women’s basketball team win in a row 
before losing in the Final Four against Mississippi State? 
   A) 81    B) 101   C) 111

2. Which tennis player won their 23rd Grand Slam singles title at the Australian Open in January?
   A) Serena Williams    B) Venus Williams   C) Roger Federer 

3. Which team won more spring training games in 2017, Yankees or Mets?
   A) Yankees    B) Mets   C) Won the same number

4. What Major League Soccer (MLS) record was set on March 12, 2017?
   A) Most goals in a MLS game    B) Coldest MLS game    C) Largest MLS crowd

5. How many points did Anthony Davis score to set an NBA All-Star Game scoring record?
   A) 42    B) 52   C) 56

6. What city hosted the NHL’s Winter Classic, an outdoor regular season hockey game?
   A) Chicago    B) Buffalo   C) St. Louis 

7. Which number Super Bowl was played on February 5, 2017, the first to go to overtime? 
   A) L (50)    B) LI (51)   C) LII (52)

8. On February 19, 2017, which PGA player became the number 1 ranked male golfer?
   A) Jason Day    B) Jordan Spieth   C) Dustin Johnson 

End of the First Quarter. A lot has happened in the world of sports so far this year. The quiz this 
week will test your knowledge of some of the big sports stories during the first few months of 2017. 
So take some time out and see how well you score on the quiz. 

WHAT A SPORT!
By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. C. The NCAA men’s record is 81 held by UCLA
2. A. Serena defeated her sister Venus 6-4, 6-4 to 

win the title
3. A. The Yankees won 24 games, the Mets had 15 

victories 
4. B. The official temperature was 19 degrees 

Fahrenheit at kickoff in Minnesota
5. B. Davis broke the previous record of 42, set by 

Wilt Chamberlin in 1962
6. C. The St. Louis Blues defeated the Chicago 

Blackhawks 4-1
7. B. Super Bowl LI was played in Houston, TX
8. C. Johnson replaced Day as world number 1 

Spring has sprung! 
Flowers are starting to 
bloom, temperatures 
are rising and birds are 
chirping. 

If you suffer from 
seasonal allergies, “Ah, 
spring,” might soon turn 
into “Ah-choo, spring!” 
Seasonal allergies, 
sometimes called 
hay fever, are allergy 
symptoms that happen 
during certain times 
of the year, usually when outdoor 
plants release their spores. Trees, 
grasses and weeds are all releasing 
pollen into the air. These spores 
and pollen can cause congestion, 
coughing and sneezing in people 
with seasonal allergies. 

If you are one of the more than 30 
million Americans who suffer from 
seasonal allergies, we at AFC Urgent 
Care Yorktown have some tips that 
will help you stop sneezing this 

allergy season.
Reduce Exposure to 

Triggers
Simply being outside 

can irritate allergy 
symptoms. Stay indoors 
as much as possible on 
days when it is dry and 
windy; these are optimal 
days for pollen. The best 
time to go outside is 
following rain, because 
most of the pollen will 
have been washed away. 

After coming in from outdoors, be 
sure to wash your clothes and take 
a shower to ensure that pollen and 
allergens don’t make their way into 
your house.

Watch Pollen Counts
Be aware of the days when pollen 

is especially high. Check out the 
National Allergy Map to see pollen 
levels in your area. On days where 
allergens are high, consider taking an 
antihistamine to prevent symptoms. 

Also, cleansing your nasal passages 
with at-home kits after high-allergen 
days will reduce seasonal allergy 
symptoms.

Keep Inside Air Clean
The air you are breathing inside 

your home should be clean and 
allergen-free. Keep the windows and 
doors in your home closed and have 
the air conditioner running. This will 
make sure that no air from outside 
is getting in, and that the air inside 
your home is moving. Another way 
to protect your house is to purchase 
a High Efficiency Particulate Air 
(HEPA) filter. HEPA filters clean 
your air to make sure you aren’t 
breathing in allergens that may have 
made their way into your home.

This spring, make sure that you’re 
not feeling too under the weather to 
enjoy the warm weather. If you feel 
that your seasonal allergies aren’t 
under control, visit us at AFC Urgent 
Care Yorktown to find a solution.

Dr. Rajesh Gupta practices at AFC 
Urgent Care Yorktown. He can be 
reached at 914-930-5550 or visit 
www.afcurgentcareyorktown.com.

Get Your Allergies Under Control and Enjoy the Spring Weather

By Dr. Rajesh Gupa
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
SENECA COUNTY: Tax Foreclosed 
Real Estate Auction Wednesday, April 19, 
2017. Registration: 6:00PM Auction Start: 
7:00PM 25+ Parcels Available. Location: 1 
DiPronio Dr, Waterloo, New York 13165 
County Office Building within the Office 
for the Aging department. Parking avail-
able in the south lot. For details visit www.
auctionsinternational.com or call 800-
536-1401 ext. 110

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FINANCIAL
FIX’N FLIPS, HARD MONEY/ 
BRIDGE LOANS, No Documents- Stat-
ed Income Loans, up to 90% PP, 100% 
Rehab, Purchase- Refinance, One-Four 
Units, Mixed Use, Commercial Buildings, 
888-565-9477

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg $129 

Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited Sup-
ply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
Cash buyer seeks large acreage 200+ 
acres in the Central/Finger Lakes and 
Catskills Regions of NY State. Brokers 
welcome. For immediate confidential re-
sponse, call 607-353-8068 or email info@
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LAWN AND GARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES -SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg 
$129 Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367
www.lowcosttrees.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAG-
DOM, LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 3, 2017. Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Lori S. Gage, 12 Elskip Lane, 
Greenwich, CT 06831. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of KP & LM, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on December 29, 2016, Location: West-

chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 1 South Broad-
way Unit 4F, White Plains NY 10601. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A NY 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC). NAME: SWAT LIMO, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filling date with 
Secretary of State (SSNY) was 27 February 
2017. Office location: Westchester Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served and SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to 208 West Street, Mount Kisco, 
NY 10549. Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ME-
DINA CONSULTING USA LLC. Art. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 03/02/2017. Of-
fice loc: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
77 Tackora Trail, Ridgefield, CT 06877. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ENTER-
PRISE WEB SPECIALISTS, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on February 
03, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
3H Agent Services has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 3H Agent Servic-
es shall mail process to: Enterprise Web 
Specialists, LLC 1767 Central Park Av-
enue #374 Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 926 
SJA Realty, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 

NY (SSNY) on January 27, 2017. Office 
location: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The Post 
Office address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803. The principal 
business address of the LLC is: 926 Wyn-
newood Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
HUTCH95 REALTY MANAGEMENT, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
February 3, 2017. Office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against 
it may be served. The Post Office address 
to which the SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC served upon 
him/her is: 926 Wynnewood Road, Pel-
ham, NY 10803. The principal business 
address of the LLC is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NIN-
JACATSTUDIO, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 10/03/2016. NY 
office location: Westchester County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. The post office address to which 
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him/her is 
3700 Campbell Ct., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose/character of LLC: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION  
OF BEVERAGE MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES LLC, a foreign limited liabil-
ity company (“LLC”) Cert. of Formation 
filed with Sect’y of State of DE, Div. of 
Corps., PO Box 898, Dover, DE 19903 
on 3/7/2014. Cert. of Authority filed with 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 12/14/16. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served, 
SSNY shall mail process to: David B. Pet-
shaft, P.C. 222 Bloomingdale Rd, Ste 116, 
White Plains, NY 10605 Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A 
LICENSE, NUMBER 1146489, for beer, 
wine and liquor has been applied for by 
the undersigned to sell beer, wine and 
liquor at retail in a restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 5 Ma-
maroneck Avenue, White Plains, West-
chester County, New York for on prem-
ises consumption. Morton’s of Chicago/
White Plains LLC DBA Morton’s The 
Steakhouse

continued on next page

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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By Peter Chieco
Fans of the popular television 

show “Shark Tank” are familiar 
with the show’s basic concept: in 
the hopes of obtaining financial 
backing, aspiring entrepreneurs 
pitch their unique new products 
and business ideas to hugely 
successful venture capitalists, 
or “sharks,” who then judge the 
idea’s merit and decide whether 
or not to invest in it.

Each episode is formulaic. After the 
hopeful entrepreneur makes his or her 
presentation, he or she will ask for a deal: 
Will a shark offer, say, $100,000 in return 
for a 10 percent share of the business? 
The sharks respond with detailed 
(often aggressive) questioning of the 
entrepreneur’s assertions that the company 
is worth $1 million. What these investors 
are doing, in essence, is determining the 
true value of the company.

Evaluating a company or asset is 
essential, too, for real-life investment. 
Here are some parameters to help frame 
consideration of a company’s value.

Earnings. A company’s income 
statement may tell investors the story of 

how much revenue streams in 
and how much profit remains 
after all expenses. But current 
year (or quarter) earnings are 
not a guaranteed predictor of 
future results.  What’s the longer-
term history of earnings? Are 
they stable or do they increase 
regularly?

New competition and 
advances in a given industry may 
greatly affect earnings.  Think 

how digital cameras overtook traditional 
film models…and then cell phones began 
inching out many digital cameras.

Leadership. How long has the company’s 
management been in place? Investors 
know that the imminent departure of 
a recognized company founder – for 
retirement, perhaps – could decrease 
a company’s value. On the other hand, 
innovative young hires might increase 
profits by new branding, by changing 
to a more sustainable method of doing 
business, or by finding ways to decrease 
liabilities.

A Harvard Business Review study 
demonstrated that investors allocate 
about one-third of their decision making 

to quality of leadership. The researchers 
identified metrics designed to help 
investors evaluate a company. Some 
questions include personal proficiency: 
to what extent do leaders demonstrate 
the personal qualities to be an effective 
leader (e.g. intellectual, emotional, social, 
physical and ethical behaviors)? 

There’s also talent management: do 
leaders manage the flow of talent into, 
through and out of the organization? 
Specifying qualities such as these may help 
investors zero in on what’s important to 
them.

Liabilities. How does a company 
finance its overall operations? What’s the 
status of a company’s short-
term and long-term debt? 
Sharply increasing debt may 
suggest a risky situation. Is 
the company taking on new 
debt in order to expand? 
Or is the company refinancing existing 
debt because it cannot meet its financial 
obligations? 

Intangibles. Even though they are not 
part of the typical numerical calculations, 
intangibles may hold sway over investors. 
Some of a company’s intangible assets 

include its customer loyalty, brand 
recognition, intellectual property, strong 
sales force, social media presence or even 
its domain name.

Because of the recent run-up in stock 
prices since the election, many analysts 
are suggesting that equity prices are 
too high, i.e. overvalued in relation to 
corporate earnings. However, analysts at 
Morgan Stanley have explained that the 
combination of earnings and interest rates 
is a more accurate way to assess whether 
securities are under or overvalued. Under 
those considerations, it seems that prices 
represent fair valuations as well as the 
potential for additional upward movement 

in carefully-selected 
securities.

Detailed research into a 
given company’s value may 
help direct the strategies 
of investors and financial 

advisers alike, giving them information 
that in the long run might decide if they 
sink or swim.  

Peter Chieco is a financial adviser with 
the Global Wealth Management Division 
of Morgan Stanley in Greenwich, Conn. He 
can be reached at 203-625-4897. 

A Lesson from ‘Shark Tank:’ Understanding a Company’s Valuation
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A 
LICENSE NUMBER 1301628 for an On 
Premises Liquor License has been applied 
for by Kisco Kitchen LLC. under the Al-
coholic Beverage Control Law for prem-
ises located at 445 East Main Street. Mt. 
Kisco, New York 10549, County of West-
chester for on-premises consumption.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BASIL-
BOX LLC. Art. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 04/10/17. Office: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 26 Meadow Ln, #B, Pleasant-
ville, NY 10570. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE “A LOCAL LAW 
amending Section 104.11(5)(f) of the 
Laws of Westchester County to pro-
vide the County authority to enter into 
a lease agreement for approximately 60 
acres of County-owned property located 
at the north portion of the Grasslands 
Reservation(also known as the Valhalla 
Campus at Grasslands) in the Valhalla 
section of Mount Pleasant, New York, 
and commonly referred to as the “North 
60” with Fareri Associates, LP, its succes-
sors or assigns, for a term not to exceed 
ninety-nine (99) years for the purpose 
of creating a research and development 

complex to support the County of West-
chester’s growing medical and bio-tech 
industry.” A Local Law, the description of 
which is cited above, was adopted by the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators 
in session April 3, 2017 and approved by 
the County Executive on April 6, 2017. 
This Local Law, Local Law Intro No. 8787- 
2017 which is subject to a referendum on 
petition shall take full effect sixty (60) 
days after its adoption. A copy of the full 
text of said Local Law is available for in-
spection during regular business hours in 
the Office of the Clerk of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators, 8th Floor, 
Michaelian Office Building, 148 Martine 
Avenue, White Plains, New York 10601.
SUNDAY VANDERBERG Clerk & Chief 
Administrative Officer of the Westches-
ter County Board of Legislators West-
chester County, New YorkDated: April 
11, 2017 White Plains, New York

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Harris Bed Bug Kill-
ers/ KIT Complete Treatment System.  
Available: Hardware Stores. The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com. Try Harris Guar-
anteed Roach Killers Too!

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 

In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acres- 
$89,900 NO REASONABLE OFFER RE-
FUSED! Delaware County, Catskill Mtn 
setting! Views, woods, meadow! EZ terms 
avail! Call 888-479-3394 today! NewYork-
LandandLakes.com

Waterfront Land Sell-Off! April 29th 
& 30th 16 Estate Sized Lakefront Tracts 
from $89,900! Buy at a Fraction of market 
price! Private wooded setting, spring fed 
lake with trophy bass! 3 hrs NY City! EZ 
Terms avail! Call 888-479-3394 to register 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

By Peter Chieco

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored investment advice. 
The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of  a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and 

objectives. Investing involves risks and there is always the potential of  losing money when you invest. The views expressed herein are those of  the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of  Morgan 
Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, member SIPC.

The Prudent 
Portfolio
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Tuesday, Apr. 18
Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 

with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

Adam Trent Magic. This Broadway 
and television star exemplifies a new 
generation of magician. As one of the 
stars of the hit Broadway show “The 
Illusionists,” which shattered box office 
records in 2014015 run, and his many 
television appearances, Trent is one of 
the most in- demand illusionists working 
today. Westchester Broadway Theatre, 1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $84 per person (plus 
tax). Show only: $50 per person (plus tax). 
Info and tickets: 914-592-2222 or visit 
www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also Apr. 25. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Chappaqua Library Board of Trustees 
Meeting. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave, Chappaqua. 7:45 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-238-4779.

Wednesday, Apr. 19
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Spring Garden Lecture: Andrea Wulf. 
For the founders of our country, gardening, 
agriculture and botany were elemental 
passions. Wulf will explore the story of the 
revolutionary generation from the unique 
perspective of their lives as gardeners, 
plant collectors and farmers. Presented by 
Friends of John Jay Homestead, Bedford 
Garden Club, Rusticus Garden Club and 
the New York Unit of the Herb Society of 
America. John Jay Homestead, 400 Jay St. 
(Route 22), Katonah. 10 a.m. Free. Info: 
Visit www.johnjayhomestead.org.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 

newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-up. Whether you 
just gave birth to your first or fourth child, 
join us and enjoy time to meet and chat 
with other new moms in the Romperee 
Indoor Playground. This is not a structured 
class, but rather an opportunity to hang 
out with your new baby. We also invite 
guest speakers to come and share their 
expertise about various topics that interest 
parents of new babies. World Cup Schools, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday through June 
21. Info: 914-238-9267.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who may 
not be trained artists. The library provides 
colored pencils and intricate mandala 
patterns, just bring your creativity. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening, learning and speaking skills. 
Recommended for children one to two-
and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-769-0548 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

“La Notte.” A talented but callow 
novelist (Marcello Mastroianni) enjoys 
the acclaim afforded by his just-published 
novel, while his marriage to a well-to-do 
woman (Jeanne Moreau) deteriorates. As 
she grieves for a dying friend, he is both 
bemused by and attracted to the advances 
of other women, particularly the ravishing 
daughter (Monica Vitti) of a potential new 
benefactor. Released in 1962, the second 
film in Michelangelo Antonioni’s famous 
trilogy captures the glamour and amorality 
of Italy’s postwar nuovi ricchi. Jacob 
Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 and 7:30 p.m. Members: $8. 
Non-members: $13. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Tech Help. Tech help is available and will 
be provided by local high school students. 
Drop in with your tablet, smartphone or 
laptop. A librarian will also be available 
to assist with more technical questions. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3 to 4 p.m. Free. 
Wednesdays, through June 14. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org. 

Art Series: Max Beckmann. Labeled 
a degenerate artist by the Third Reich, 
this German Expressionist spent his last 
years in New York with his wife, Quappi, 
after escaping Nazi persecution. We 
will examine some of his wonderfully 
colorful and evocative self-portraits, social 
commentary and large scale triptychs. 
Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 

Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

Thursday, Apr. 20
Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Bridge for Beginners With Joel 
Goren. Classes for beginners who want 
to learn the basics of bridge. The lessons 
are designed for players with little or no 
previous knowledge of bridge. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:15 a.m. Free. Also 
Apr. 27. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Bridge for the Advanced Beginner/
Intermediate Player. Do you want to 
improve your bridge game? but you’re too 
advanced for the beginner class? for people 
with some knowledge of the game. With 
Joel Goren. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 2 p.m. 
Free. Also Apr. 27. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 

continued on page 28

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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Must be an Empire Club Member. Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.

TUESDAY, APRIL 18TH • 2PM-8PM
Your chance to win

$1,040 CASH
every 30 minutes
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Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Horace Greeley and the Greeley 
Family in Chappaqua. New Castle 
Town Historian Gray Williams will 
present this talk. Yorktown Historical 
Society, Yorktown Heights Community 
Center, 1974 Commerce St., Yorktown 
Heights. 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.
newcastlehs.org.

“The Mask of the Jaguar King.” The 
Schoolhouse Theater presents this new 
play by Stuart Warmflash about a strong-
willed archeologist working fervently to 
unlock the mystery of an ancient Mayan 
ruin. Quetzal is her silent, disturbing 
counterpart and has many mysteries of his 
own. The Schoolhouse Theater, 3 Owens 
Rd., Croton Falls. 8 p.m. $38. Seniors: $35. 
Also Apr. 21 and 22 at 8 p.m. and Apr. 23 
at 3 p.m. Info and tickets: 914-277-8477 or 
visit www.theschoolhousetheater.org.

Friday, Apr. 21
Tai Chi Class. A graceful form of exercise 

that helps reduce stress and is beneficial 
for a variety of other health conditions. It 
promotes serenity through gentle, flowing 
movements performed in a slow, focused 
manner accompanied by deep breathing. 
Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns, 42 N. 
Broadway, Tarrytown. 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Free. Also Apr. 28. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-366-3937.  

Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with Amy. 
A great dance fitness workout for those who 
like to sweat, sizzle and tone while moving 
to the beat of exhilarating rhythms with 
a low impact/high intensity approach. A 
perfect class for those who need to protect 
vulnerable body parts such as knees, 
shoulders and back. Try a free trial class. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to 
noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. Info: Call or 
text the instructor at 914-643-6162.

Friday Night Cinema: “My Life in 
Ruins.” This 2009 romantic comedy stars 
Nia Vardalos as a tour guide in Athens 
as she loses her way while helping her 
touring clients to find theirs. In English. 
Post-screening discussion led by Professor 

Valerie Franco. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Friday Night Film Series: “Rams.” In 
a secluded valley in Iceland, estranged 
brothers Gummi and Kiddi live side by 
side, tending to their sheep. Their ancestral 
sheep stock is considered one of the 
country’s best, and they are repeatedly 
awarded for their prized rams who 
carry an ancient lineage. When a lethal 
disease suddenly infects Kiddi’s sheep, 
the entire valley comes under threat. As 
the authorities close in, the brothers will 
need to come together to save the special 
breed, and themselves, from extinction. 
The second of a six-film series. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands 
Rd., Valhalla. Doors open at 7:10 p.m. 
Refreshments at 7:20 p.m. Screenings at 
7:45 p.m. $11. Seniors: $10 (60 and older). 
Info and tickets: 914-723-3186.

“No Greater Love Than This.” Cantus, 
the highly-acclaimed men’s professional 
choral ensemble will perform a concert 
exploring those things common to soldiers: 
camaraderie, bravery, honor, elation and 
loss through music by William Billings, 
Bob Chilcott, John Lennon, Lee Hoiby and 
others. Of note will be the performance 
of a work for this program commissioned 
by Jeff Beal (“House of Cards”). Rye 
Presbyterian Church, 882 Boston Post 
Rd., Rye. 7:30 p.m. Premium Seating: $20. 
General seating: $10. Info and tickets: 914-
967-0842 ext. 16, or e-mail jcharneski@
ryepc.com. Tickets also available at the 
door the evening of the concert.

The Jayhawks. The incredible 
harmonies and distinctive arrangements 
of this group set them apart from the rest 
of the 1980s Minneapolis music scene. 
By the early ‘90s, they became a driving 
force and inspiration behind the growing 
Americana movement. Combining the 
talents of singer-songwriters Gary Louris 
and Mark Olson, The Jayhawks released 
their major label debut, the acclaimed 
“Hollywood Town Hall” (1992) on the 
Def American label. This was followed 
by “Tomorrow the Green Grass (1995),” 
which produced the alternative radio 
hit single “Blue.” Tarrytown Music Hall, 
13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $38, $48, 
$55 and $68. Info and tickets: Visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Lou Gramm in Concert. The voice 
behind Foreigner and one of the greatest 
singers in rock history, Gramm’s unique 
vocals and hit songs have placed Foreigner, 
among Billboard’s top artists of all time. 
Their 16 Top 40 hit songs defined an era. 
In 1987, while still with Foreigner, Gramm 
released his first solo album, “Ready or 
Not,” which received critical acclaim and 
contained the top five hit single “Midnight 
Blue.” Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 
Brown St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $45, $55 and 

$65. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit 
www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Hoff-Barthelson Music School 
Artist Series: Nicole Johnson. Cellist 
Nicole Johnson performs a recital of 
Impressionistic, contemporary and 
traditional works. Included on the 
program are Claude Debussy’s “Sonata 
for Cello and Piano,” traditional Bulgarian 
dance tunes and works by contemporary 
composers Hilary Tann, Paul Wianko, 
Carter Brey and Chinary Ung. Joining 
Johnson are faculty members Tomoko 
Uchino, piano, Chi-Chi Lin Bestmann, 
viola, and guest cellists Mizuka Hayakawa 
and Melanie Hus. Greenville Community 
Church, 270 Ardsley Rd., Scarsdale. 8 p.m. 
$18. Seniors (65 and over): $15. Students 
(18 and under): Free. Info and tickets: 914-
723-1169 or e-mail hb@hbms.org. Tickets 
will also be available at the door.

“Lot’s Wife.” A new play by Albi Gorn 
directed by Karina Ramsey. Presented 
by ArtsWestchester in partnership with 
Westchester Collaborative Theater. 
ArtsWestchester, 31 Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains. 8 p.m. $10. Info and tickets: 
Visit www.artswestchester.org.

Saturday, Apr. 22
Jay Walking With Bedford Audubon. 

Join Bedford Audubon naturalist Tait 
Johansson to look for early spring 
migrating birds. Meet in the main parking 
lot. John Jay Homestead, 400 Jay St. (Route 
22), Katonah. 8 a.m. Free. Registration 
recommended. Info and registration: Visit 
www.johnjayhomestead.org.

Pleasantville Farmers Market. 
Centrally located in the heart of Westchester 
County in our beautiful, historic walking 
village and perfectly positioned on your 
way to your destination, or better yet, 
as a destination in itself. Experience the 
largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester voted “Best of Westchester” in 
2014, 2015 and 2016. With 56 vendors and 
seven nearby parking lots. Rain or shine. 
The market is a dog-free environment. 
Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Every Saturday through Nov. 
18 (except May 20). Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Celebrate Earth Day in Mount Kisco. 
Hike the Kisco Mountain trail for an 
easy guided walk and celebrate at the 
library with music, food, talk and more. 
Organized by the village’s Conservation 
Advisory Council. Hike starts at the top of 
Mountain Avenue at 9:30 a.m. Celebration 
at 11:30 a.m. Free. Info: 914-673-3888 or 
e-mail EarthDayMK@gmail.com.

Fall Prevention: A Matter of Balance. 
Many seniors have a fear of falling and 
restrict their activities. This eight-session 
program emphasizes practical strategies 
to reduce this fear and increase activity 
levels by improving strength, balance 
and flexibility. Phelps Hospital, C Level 

classroom, 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Saturdays 
through May 6. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-366-3937.

Pitch in for Parks. Lend a helping hand 
to make the preserve even more beautiful 
than it already is. Bring work gloves. 
Cranberry Lake Preserve, Old Orchard 
Street, North White Plains. 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-428-1005.

Spring Boutique. Featuring crafts by 
local artisans. Jewelry, health and beauty 
products, pillows, custom stationary, 
clothing and more. Sponsored by the 
Mount Kisco Lions Club. Boys and Girls 
Club of Northern Westchester, 351 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sheep-to-Shawl Festival. From fiber to 
fashion, experience the process of turning 
wool into cloth, watching as sheep are 
shorn by hand and getting a chance to dye 
and weave yarn – all done just like it was 
in the 18th century. Scottish border collies 
demonstrate their sheep- and duck-herding 
savvy, and new this year, furry alpacas 
from Faraway Farm join the menagerie. 
Master storyteller Jonathan Kruk regales 
the crowds with lively tales and Historic 
Hudson Valley’s expert costume designer 
judges a can’t-miss fashion show featuring 
18th-century outfits. Hands-on activities 
for kids, including wool-themed crafts 
and a dress-up area to try on reproduction 
1700s clothing. Philipsburg Manor, 381 
N. Broadway (Route 9), Sleepy Hollow. 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Adults: $14. Seniors: 
$12. Children (3-17): $6. Historic Hudson 
Valley members and children (under 3): 
Free. Onsite prices are $2 more per tickets: 
Also Apr. 23. Info and tickets: Visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

Meditation Workshop. Michael 
Cardillo will help you reach peace and a 
clear vision in meeting your life’s goals. An 
AA member, he will share his knowledge 
and meditation techniques. Open to all. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. 
Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why April is a special 
time for packs in North America. Whether 
the wolves are living on the Arctic tundra 
or the high desert of the southwest, wolf 
families are out searching for prey as they 
prepare for the birth of this year’s pups. 
Guests will visit ambassador Wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the center’s 
critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican gray wolves. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $14. 
Children (under 12): $11. Also Apr. 29 and 
30. Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 

continued from page 26
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By Neal Rentz
Four filmmakers currently developing 

new works are participating in the 
Greenhouse 2017: Emerging Documentary 
Voices from the Middle East and North 
Africa series scheduled to open Sunday at 
the Jacob Burns Film Center. 

Programmer Karen Sloe Goodman who 
organized the fourth renewal of this series 
that runs through Apr. 27, said the film 
center is working with the Greenhouse 
Documentary Development Program, 
which nurtures emerging documentary 
filmmakers in the Southern Mediterranean 
region, including the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

The program is “a place to grow new 
talent,” Goodman said. 

The artists-in-residence program 
provides directors with expense-paid trips 
to the Burns for a few weeks where they 
can work on their films with Media Arts 
Lab staff.

The four women filmmakers 
participating this year are Sara Nacer 
from Algeria, founder and president of 
the arts and film production company 
SN Productions and a public relations 
specialist. She is co-director of the 
Greenhouse work-in-progress feature 
documentary “La Rockeuse du Désert” 
and is currently based in Montreal.

Laura Bustillos is a Mexican 
documentary director and photographer 

from Ciudad Juarez, the border sister city 
of El Paso, Texas, where she is currently 
developing the “Undocumented Freedom” 
film series and is co-director of “La 
Rockeuse du Désert.”

Turkish filmmaker Ayse Toprak, who is 
based in Istanbul, is working on social and 
political documentaries. She has produced 
films for PBS and Al Jazeera in London and 
Doha and is co-director of the Greenhouse 
work-in-progress feature documentary 
“Mr. Gay Syria.”

Ekin Çalışır, also from Turkey, has 
worked at Al Jazeera Turk as a journalist 
and producer of short documentaries. 
She has produced international news and 
current affairs for the Turkish Radio and 
Television Corporation and is co-director 
of “Mr. Gay Syria.” She is currently directing 

a documentary called “Our Border.”
The works will be included in this year’s 

series. Film clips from the four directors 
will be part of the opening night program, 
which also includes a screening of “The 
Wonderful Kingdom of Papa Alaev.” That 
documentary, directed by Tal Bardas and 
Noam Pinchas, is about musician Papa 
Ala and his family. He moved to Israel 
following the collapse of the Soviet Union 
in the early 1990s. 

A question-and-answer session with 
producer Bruni Burres and Greenhouse 

Director Sigal Yehuda with film center 
Executive Director Edie Demas will follow 
the screening. 

On Apr. 26, “Mr. Gay Syria “and “La 
Rockeuse du Désert” will be presented in 
their current uncompleted forms. 

“This was really a wonderful 
opportunity,” Bustillos said.

“La Rockeuse du Désert,” filmed in 
the Sahara Desert, is about how Hasna 
El Becharia has led Algerian women 
of all ages in learning how to perform 
traditional music of the Gnawa (people 
who originated from West Africa) even 
though women are prohibited from being 
Gnawa artists. 

Despite initially running afoul of the 
authorities, El Becharia is now considered 
a hero in her country, Nacer said. 

Nacer was passionate about making 
the documentary and the women she 
encountered in Algeria. 

“Their story must be told,” she said. 
Goodman said the Greenhouse series 

also demonstrates how filmmakers 
from the Middle East and North Africa 
address a full range of subjects in their 
documentaries, not only political themes.

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located at 
364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. Call 914-
747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org for information, including ticket prices 
and the full schedule.

International Filmmakers Descend on P’ville for Documentary Series

BRONX
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JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTOS
“The Wonderful Kingdom of  Papa Alaev,” the 
documentary directed by Tal Bardas and Noam 
Pinchas, will open the Greenhouse 2017: 
Emerging Documentary Voices from the Middle 
East and North Africa series, which begins 
on Sunday at the Jacob Burns Film Center in 
Pleasantville.

Mexican filmmaker Laura Bustillos, left, and 
Algerian filmmaker Sara Nacer, artists-in-
residence at the Jacob Burns Film Center, are 
participating in the Greenhouse 2017: Emerging 
Documentary Voices from the Middle East and 
North Africa series Apr. 23-27.
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(lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. 
Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-215-1720 
or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Rand-Tiques Road Show. Featuring 
Brendan Ryan, generalist and fine art 
specialist, Butterscotch Auction accredited 
member, and Alexander Fonarow, 
Butterscotch Auction GIA-trained 
gemologist and appraiser. Proceeds benefit 
the Mount Pleasant Education Foundation. 
Rose Hill Shopping Center, 654 Columbus 
Ave., Thornwood. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. $5 
per antique appraisal. Info: Visit www.
thornwood-hawthornechamber.org.

Antiques Appraisal Day. It’s time to 
dust off your treasures. Appraisals will 
be conducted by special guest experts 
Sebastian Clarke (generalist), Katherine 
Van Dell (jewelry), Mick Byers (fine art) 
and Jennifer Pitman (silver) of the Rago 
Arts and Auction Center. Horace Greeley 
House, 100 King St., Chappaqua. Lecture 
by Clarke at 10 a.m. Expert appraisals from 
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (Guests may bring 
up to two items). New Castle Historical 
Society members: $15. Non-members: $20. 
Suggested donation for lecture: $10. Info: 
Visit www.newcastlehs.org.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Saturday and Sunday 
except Apr. 23. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Spring Family Day. Drop by for an 
afternoon of sculpture-making inspired by 
exhibiting artists Leandro Erlich and Fred 
Wilson. Explore the latest shows on family 
friendly tours, led by the team of museum 
educators. Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 
Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 1 to 4 p.m. 
$10 per children. Museum Family Circle 
Members and above: Free. Info: 914-251-
6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.  

Italian Conversation for Kids. Sara 
Machiavelli, a Bologna, Italy native, will 
teach children about her country and native 
language. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Also Apr. 29 and May 6. Info: 914-666-
8041 or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.  

Concert in A: Works by Mozart 
and Holst. Taconic Opera hosts its 
annual chamber program. Maestro Jun 
Nakabayashi, Taconic Opera’s conductor 
and music director, will emerge from the 
orchestra pit to conduct the concert, which 
features the Taconic Opera Orchestra and 
the winner of the company’s November 
2016 Young Virtuosi competition and 
the 2014 Juilliard Concerto Competition, 
violinist Hahnsol Kim. The program will 

consist of Mozart’s “Synphony No. 2” and 
“Violin Concerto No. 5,” along with Gustav 
Holst’s “St. Paul’s Suite.” Presbyterian 
Church of Mount Kisco, 605 Millwood 
Rd., (Route 133), Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. $27. 
Seniors: $20. Students: $15. Info and tickets: 
855-886-7372 or visit www.taconicopera.
org. Tickets may also be purchased at the 
door

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.emanuelelc.org.

Saturday Night Jazz at Chappaqua 
Station: Cocomama Quartet With 
Mayra Casales and Friends. With a hat 
tipped to New York’s musical renaissance, 
Chappaqua Station welcomes local and 
international musicians to the historic 
train station. Think intimate lounge setting, 
warm bourbon glow, farm fresh cuisine and 
an inclusive spirit of Westchester’s vibrant 
culture. Chappaqua Station, 1 Station Plaza, 
Chappaqua. First seating 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
for $10 per person. Second seating 9 to 10:30 
p.m. for $5 per person. First come, first 
served at bar with no cover charge. Tickets 
available through Eventbrite. Info: 914-861-
8001 or visit www.chappaquastation.com.

Loretta Lynn in Concert. This country 
music icon has fashioned a body of work as 
artistically and commercially successful – 
and as culturally significant – as any female 
performer. Lynn is the proud owner of 10 
#1 albums, 16 #1 singles, four Grammy 
Awards, seven American Music Awards, 
12 Academy of Country Music Awards 
and eight Country Music Association 
Awards. Her music has confronted many 
of the major social issues of her time, and 
her life story is a rags-to-riches tale familiar 
to pop, rock and country fans. In 1972, 
she became the first female artist to win 
the Country Music Association’s coveted 
Entertainer of the Year Award. Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. 
$68 to $138. Info and tickets: Visits www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Magic of Motown. Motown is back with 
its era of unforgettable platinum recordings. 
This dynamic tribute spans more than 
a decade of Motown classics with every 
song among the most recognizable and 
culture-defining in pop music history. 
The show features the great harmonies 
and choreographed dance steps of the era, 
featuring a seven-piece band that is a show 
in itself. Westchester Community College’s 
Academic Arts Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 8 p.m. $22. Seniors and students: 
$20. Children (under 13): $16. Info: 914-
606-6262. Tickets: Visit www.sunywcc.edu/
smartarts or at box office 30 minutes before 
show time.¬

Chappaqua Performing Arts Center 
Benefit Concert. Chappaqua resident and 
singer Frank Shiner will be performing at 

the center to raise money for the formerly 
named Wallace Auditorium at Chappaqua 
Crossing. Shiner’s will be performing. 
All proceeds will go toward the center. 
Chappaqua Performing Arts Center, 480 
Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 8 p.m. Adults: 
$20. Seniors and students: $15. Info and 
tickets: https://app.arts-people.com/index.
php?ticketing=brscm.

Sunday, Apr. 23
Wings and Wolves. Celebrate spring with 

an exciting bird of prey experience presented 
by Talons. Guests will meet beautiful 
feathered ambassadors – European Owl, 
Barred Owl, Barn Owl Lanner Falcon, Ring-
Necked Raven and Harris’s Hawk – during 
the educational and interactive bird of prey 
experience. Visitors will learn how birds fly 
and interact with their environment during 
controlled flying demonstrations. Guests 
will also enjoy visiting ambassador wolves 
and the critically endangered red wolves 
and Mexican wolves. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Adults: $20. Children (under 12): $15. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Earth Day Celebration. A day of 
volunteer projects and workshops to learn 
ways to care for the earth. Includes planting 
gardens, turning the compost, removing 
invasive plants, clearing trails and improving 
footpaths. Participation in workshops on 
backyard composting, hydroponics and 
how to plant and care for a tree. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
12 to 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Phelps Food, Wine & Beer Fest. 
Acclaimed chef Waldy Malouf will return 
to demonstrate his exceptional culinary 
skills. This unique event features elegant 
dining stations hosted by exclusive local 
restaurants. Attendees will sample the 
restaurants’ delicacies while enjoying 
wines selected by the chefs to complement 
their fare. All proceeds to benefit Phelps 
Hospital. Abigail Kirsch at Tappan Hill, 200 
Gunpowder Lane, Tarrytown. 1 to 4 p.m. 
$90 per person. Info and tickets: Visit www.
phelpsevents.org.

Briarcliff Manor-Scarborough 
Historical Society Annual Meeting. The 
meeting and officers’ and trustee election 
will be followed by Brother Balzo of the 
Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers who will 
discuss the history of the Maryknolls. 
Balzo will relate some colorful stories about 
the acquisition or the property and lead a 
tour of the historic building, the largest 
fieldstone building in the country built 
by local masons, artisans and tradesmen. 
Followed by refreshments. Maryknoll 
Mission Center, 55 Ryder Rd., Ossining. 2 
p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.briarcliffinfo.org.

“Along a Dessert Highway.” As a 2014 
Cultivate Fellow, David Biedenbender 
wrote a haunting, expansive work for Music 

from Copland House called “Red Vesper,” 
inspired by Utah’s Capitol Reef National 
Park.  Join a musical hike through Capitol 
Reef, raft down the Colorado River, visit 
Indian reservations and journey through 
a bird habitat, courtesy of Mason Bates’ 
“Red River,” David Amram’s “Native 
American Portraits” and Tawnie Olsen’s 
“Meadowlark.” Includes audience Q&A 
with Amram and Biedenbender and a 
meet-the-artist reception. Advanced ticket 
purchase strongly encouraged. Copland 
House at Merestead, 455 Byram Lake 
Rd., Mount Kisco. 3 p.m. $25. Friends of 
Copland House members: $20. Students 
(with I.D.): $10. Info and tickets: 914-788-
4659, visit www.coplandhouse.org. or 
e-mail office@coplandhouse.org.

Fei-Fei Dong in Concert. This Chinese 
pianist is a winner of the 2014 CAG Victor 
Elmaleh Competition and a top six finalist 
at the 14th Van Cliburn International 
Piano Competition. She continues to build 
a reputation for her poetic interpretations. 
Dong is scheduled to perform selections 
from Mozart, Schumann, Liebermann 
and Liszt. The Performing Arts Center 
at Purchase College, 735 Anderson Hill 
Rd., Purchase. 3 p.m. $16.25 to $40. Info 
and tickets: 914-251-6200 or visit www.
artscenter.org.

The Art of The Harpsichord: From 
Renaissance to Rock. Dr. Sándor Szabó, 
the music director and organist at The 
Reformed Church of Bronxville, will present 
this concert that will include compositions 
by the most brilliant composers of the 
Renaissance, Baroque and Classic eras 
juxtaposed with exuberant works by 
the most notable composers of the 20th 
century. The encounter of past and present 
is sure to engage both intellect and emotion. 
To be performed on a Hubbard French 
Double manual, built in 1974. Golden 
Sword International Fellowship Church, 
10 Tanglewylde Ave., Bronxville. 4 p.m. In 
advance: $5, $10 and $15. At the door: $10, 
$15 and $20. Info and tickets: 908-267-1980 
or e-mail sszabomusic@gmail.com.

Greenhouse Documentary 
Development Program Opening Night: 
The Wonderful Kingdom of Papa 
Alaev. This charming documentary by 
Greenhouse directors Tal Bardas and Noam 
Pinchas is a modern-day Shakespearean 
tale about a famous Tajik musical family: 
seven grandchildren, two sons, a daughter 
and one Papa Alaev, a gifted musician, 
divine raconteur, ex-wrestler, sometimes 
drunk and the indisputable leader of the 
tribe. Followed by a Q&A with Greenhouse 
partner and mentor Bruni Burres and 
Greenhouse director Sigal Yehuda with 
Jacob Burns’ Executive Director Edie 
Demas. Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 
Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Members: $10. Non-members: $15. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

continued from page 28
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Last week a 
subject arose 
that I’ve enjoyed 
reporting in 
past columns: 
Presidential State 
Dinners.

The longstanding 
tradition of 
entertaining world 
leaders at the White 

House typically provides a valuable insight 
into the current state of affairs between 
nations and their representatives. 

Toward the end of his presidency, 
President Obama hosted a traditional 
state dinner for China’s President Xi 
Jinping. It was the finale to a cordial visit 
by the Chinese leader, replete with the 
pomp and circumstance that surrounds 
such dinners: a well-curated menu, 
carefully selected domestic wines and all 
the glitter that emanates from ballroom 
gowns and toothy smiles.

But that is the past. President Trump 
approaches state visits and the dinner 
finales a bit differently. 

Although early in his presidency, he 
has set a unique tone when entertaining 
world leaders.

Last week’s return visit by President Xi 
to the United States is illustrative of our 
president’s tendencies and preferences. 
The traditional White House dinners 

were usurped by less formal dinners at 
the president’s Florida estate, Mar-a-Lago. 

Traditionally, White House state 
dinners fall under the purview of the 
First Lady. But for this First Family it’s 
not the White House – it’s Mar-a-Lago. 
Ensconced in New York, Mrs. Trump 
journeys to Florida on weekends and for 
special occasions to be with her husband. 
She has yet to select a White house chef. 

Traditional state dinners are carefully 
planned by the White House chef; the 
wines are selected by the White House 
Usher for Wine. But it’s not the White 
House – it’s Mar-a-Lago. President Xi 
traveled to Mar-a-Largo, not the White 
House, to meet President Trump. Dinner 
was served resort-style, in a private 
dining room, with a resort menu and 
resort wines. If you’ve ever attended a 
business or wedding dinner at a resort, 
you’ll recognize the menu: Caesar salad, 
followed by a choice of fish or beef and 
for dessert, a choice of chocolate cake or 
sorbet. Your wines? A white or a red, both 
from domestic wineries. 

This menu clearly does not have the 
trappings of an elegant, sophisticated 
menu a la decades of White House 
tradition. It’s Mar-a-Largo.     

I would be remiss not to mention the 

two wines: 2014 Chalk Hill Chardonnay 
from Sonoma and a 2014 Girard Cabernet 
Sauvignon from Napa Valley. Both offer a 
reasonable palate of aromas and flavors 
that satisfy a broad cross-section of wine 
consumers. Resort wines. But then again, 
the president is an avowed teetotaler.

However, the dinner seems quite 
upscale when compared to the president’s 
description of his preferred meals of fried 
chicken, diet Coke and Big Macs. 

And don’t forget his quip about 
President Xi during the primary last year: 
“I would not be throwing 
him a dinner. I would 
get him a McDonald’s 
hamburger and say we’ve 
got to get down to work.” 

“I would give him 
a double, probably a 
double-size Big Mac.” 

The Mar-a-Largo menu 
seems quite upscale in 
comparison.

President Trump’s predilection for 
mundane meals is in sharp contrast 
to the flamboyance of several of his 
predecessors.

Thomas Jefferson amassed a White 
House wine cellar of 20,000 bottles 
of mostly high-end French wines, 

all purchased from his presidential 
allowance. He – and several of his 
successors – entertained world leaders 
rather extravagantly from this cellar. 

Richard Nixon was a wine snob. 
During state dinners at the White 
House, he secretly enjoyed his favorite 
wine, Chateau Margaux, one of the 
most expensive Bordeaux wines, while 
he served his guests a much lesser wine. 
How? He would have the servers wrap 
bottles of wine in cloth napkins, singling 
out the Chateau Margaux for him.

Will President Trump’s dinner taste 
find its way into American lore? Will he 
set a precedent for future [residents? Will 

he change his mind and 
revert to tradition? Stay 
tuned. I’m sure there’s 
more to come.

Nick Antonaccio is 
a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine 
tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the 

Wine Media Guild of wine writers. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

The Changing of the Guard for Presidential State Dinners
‘less formal dinners at Mar-a-Largo’

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

 Experience = Success 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-649-1157
(Cell) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 
Please Contact Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 

 And remember - my time is your time. 
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