
By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board will 

attempt to reach consensus this week on 
whether it should change the receiver of 
taxes position from an appointed to an 
elected post and which model should be 
pursued.

Officials, who plan to discuss the issue 
at tomorrow night’s (Wednesday) board 
meeting, could abolish the title, which 
could give them more latitude if they 
prefer restructuring the town’s finance-
related offices. They could also choose to 
retain the receiver of taxes title and make 
it an appointed position that is either part-
time or full-time.

Maintaining the status quo is also an 
option, although based on comments from 
the board there appears to be sentiment 

toward making a change.
For any change to take effect for 2018, 

voter approval would be needed in a 
special election this spring before potential 
candidates begin the petitioning process to 
gain access to the ballot.

Board members discussed the matter 
at a Feb. 28 work session with Receiver 
of Taxes Patty Colombo to get a clear 
understanding of all of the office’s tasks 
and help them make a decision. Colombo 
has informed town officials she plans on 
retiring within the next couple of years and 
does not want to run for re-election for 
another four-year term.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said he 
would like to see the town appoint its 
receiver of taxes but is uncertain whether 
North Castle should also consider 

By Anna Young
A group of Horace Greeley High School 

students presented a petition to the 
Chappaqua Board of Education last week 
supporting a popular guidance counselor 
who is expected to be denied tenure this 
spring. 

Students, frustrated at the lack of 
response from district officials, returned to 
the Mar. 1 meeting to submit the petition 
containing 687 signatures and criticizing 
the district’s handling of the situation 
involving Student Life Coordinator Kristin 
Spillane.

“We’ve been patiently waiting for you to 
show your work and actively investigate 
this decision. We are saddened, frustrated, 
disillusioned and pretty much confused 
that you haven’t,” said senior Megan 

By Neal Rentz
President Donald Trump’s vow to tightly 

enforce immigration policies has ignited a 
torrent of reaction throughout the nation, 
from those who vigorously support it to 
those who vehemently oppose the harsh 
stance.

But in Mount Kisco, where nearly 4 in 
10 residents are foreign-born, the debate is 
more than a political talking point. There are 
community members who are increasingly 
on edge. 

“People’s lives have changed significantly 
because of the fear and anxiety that 
they’re now living under,” said Carola 
Bracco, executive director of Neighbors 
Link Northern Westchester, which helps 
integrate immigrants into the community.

“They’re afraid to take advantage of 
going to their school districts and talking 
to their kids’ teachers. They’re afraid to go 
to hospitals. They’re afraid of doing the 

things that they need to be doing in their 
daily lives in order to be integrated and part 
of our community. So things have changed 
drastically for the community that we serve.”

Mount Kisco resident Melba Adames, 
who works in Neighbors Link’s child care 
program and arrived in the United States 
from the Dominican Republic in 2008, said 
since Trump took office local immigrants 
are fearful because they feel they could be 
arrested and deported. 

According to Neighbors Link, 38 percent 
of the village’s roughly 11,000 residents are 
foreign-born. Most are from Latin America, 
with about one-third of the immigrant 
population from Guatemala. 

Complicating the issue is that there 
are an estimated 61,000 people who 
are undocumented countywide, a 2014 
Migration Policy Institute study concluded, 
although it is not known how many of those 

twitter.com/ExaminerMedia

The Examiner
FREE

March 7 - March 13, 2017 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS Volume 11, Issue 496

Serving Mount Kisco, Pleasantville, Chappaqua/Millwood/New Castle, Mount Pleasant, Armonk/North Castle & Briarcliff

continued on page 4

Mount Kisco’s Immigrant 
Community Living in Fear

North Castle Ponders Options for 
Receiver of Taxes Changes

Greeley Students Petition Board 
of Ed to Save Counselor’s Job

continued on page 6

Panthers
Capture

Class B Title
See Sports

continued on page 6

County Legislator Margaret Cunzio, center, welcomed Dr. Jasminder Luthra, second from left, 
and his wife, Vera, second from right, and staff  members to the Rose Hill Shopping Center 
in Thornwood last Thursday. In January, the Luthras opened Urgent Care of  New York that 
provides treatment for a variety of  ailments and injuries without an appointment or the need 
to visit a hospital emergency room. Urgent Care of  New York is open Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on weekends.

Doctor in the House

Horace Greeley High School senior Megan Townsend 
addressed the Chappaqua Board of Education 
last week as students submitted a petition urging 
trustees to consider retaining a popular faculty 
member who may not receive tenure.
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HAVING A COLONOSCOPY...
What you need to know about test & treatment options

Jerald Wishner, MD, FACS, FASCRS
Director, Institute for Robotic & Minimally Invasive Surgery
Director, Colorectal Cancer Program
Northern Westchester Hospital

nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrWishner

400 East Main Street | Mount Kisco, NY 10549 | 914.666.1200 | www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
pertain to your condition. Spend time weighing these options and discussing 
them with your regular doctor and your surgeon.

Q: How is robot-assisted surgery different from laparoscopic surgery?
A: Both are minimally-invasive with a faster recovery and less scarring than open surgery. 
However, robot-assisted surgery offers several advantages. With the da Vinci® Surgical 
System, used at Northern Westchester Hospital, the surgeon sits at a console and controls 
a high-definition, 3D-camera and highly-specialized, ‘wristed’ instruments that cut, clamp 
and suture through tiny incisions. Better visualization (3D vs 2D) allows critical structures 
to be seen in much finer detail. Together, the advanced imaging and ‘wristed’ instruments 
enable precise surgeries and the ability to preserve more of your healthy tissue.

Q: In addition to a colonoscopy, is there anything else 
I can do to reduce my risk for colon cancer? 
A: There are lifestyle choices you can make: Eating a high-fiber diet, maintaining your 
weight and staying active will significantly reduce your risk, according to the research. 
If you have a parent, sibling or child who developed colorectal or a related cancer such 
as endometrial, stomach, pancreas, ovary, kidney or brain before they turned 50, you 
may want to talk to your doctor about getting genetic counseling.

*Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Q: I’ll be 50 next month and the thought of a colonoscopy 
makes me nervous. What should I expect? 
A: One of biggest misconceptions is that it’ll be painful or uncomfortable. You’ll barely 
know you’ve had one. You’ll be sedated, making the procedure painless. Other than 
some post-colonoscopy grogginess and a little bloating, you won’t feel a thing. The 
toughest part is the day before when you have to take laxatives to clear the colon. 
Colon cancer begins in polyps inside the colon, and it can take five to eight years 
to develop. If pre-cancerous polyps are found, the doctor can remove them during 
the procedure. Should a colonoscopy detect cancer that can’t be treated during 
the procedure, surgery is the next step. 

Q: If I need surgery what are my options? 
A: There are a few options: traditional open surgery, laparoscopic and robot-assisted. 
Find out if your doctor is – or can refer you to a surgeon who is – board certified and 
trained in colorectal robot-assisted surgery. You’ll get the best information and best 
range of options from a surgeon who has experience with open incision, laparoscopic, 
and robotic techniques. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each as they 

Did You Know? 
Colorectal cancer is the second-leading 
cancer killer in the U.S. Screening could 
prevent at least 60% of colorectal 
cancer deaths.*
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials told a New Jersey-

based developer last week that his revised 
plans to develop a portion of the former 
Legionaries property on Route 128 
lacked consistency with the town’s draft 
Comprehensive Plan.

Soder Real Estate Equities’ returned Feb. 
28 with updated sketches for its project 
known as Rosehill, offering two new 
scenarios, each containing more than 60 
units at the site. One proposal calls for a 
series of 13 structures with between three 
and six units each and six small single-
family homes on Tripp Street. 

Another option would see a main building 
containing 30 condominiums at the same 
location as the current deteriorating 
structure with several smaller multiunit 
structures and single-family houses.

Developer Stephen Oder and his attorney, 
David Steinmetz, requested a zone called the 
Previously Developed Estate or Institutional 
Property Preservation (PDPP) Floating 
District. The 97-acre parcel land is currently 
zoned two-acre residential, but with steep 
slopes, wetlands and other environmental 
limitations at the site, no more than 12 to 14 
single-family homes would likely fit.

Oder had also sought to move forward 
with a revised Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS).

While the town board complimented 
Oder for his willingness to work with the 
town and neighbors on Tripp Street and 

Rose Hill and for unveiling an impressive 
plan, the failure to address more points in 
the new Comprehensive Plan made officials 
hesitant. The town board is expected to 
soon set public hearing dates for the draft 
plan with anticipated adoption within 
several months.

“We can’t carve this property out of the 
Comp Plan even though it hasn’t been 
formally adopted yet. It has to be part of the 
plan,” said Councilwoman Lisa Katz.

“We have to make this proposed 
development fit within some of the confines 
of the plan,” she added.

Councilman Adam Brodsky said he had 
difficulty reconciling multifamily housing 
that carries a sharp increase in density in 
low-density areas of town while the new 
plan, nearly five years in the making, calls 

for new development in the hamlet centers.
“What we’re looking at tonight does not 

comply with the Comprehensive Plan, in 
my view,” Brodsky said.

Oder said he understood that he couldn’t 
change the site’s location but his proposal 
addresses some of the lifestyle options that 
aren’t currently met in town.

He also said that he wouldn’t build single-
family houses on the site because there isn’t 
a market for that type of development. Oder 
then revealed that he’s been receiving offers 
from religious institutions and various 
organizations interested in buying the land 
but has so far resisted.

Despite town officials and neighbors 
deeply concerned over density, developing 
the site requires a certain number of units.

“You can’t just chop away, chop away,” 

said Oder, who did not specify a minimum 
threshold of units. “Then what am I doing 
this for? I’m not doing this for my health.”

Steinmetz said while the parcel’s location 
can’t be changed, the housing mix, units 
ranging from $600,000 to $2.5 million 
and from about 2,500 square feet to 4,500 
square feet, does speak to some of the varied 
housing needs the town lacks and what the 
Comprehensive Plan is trying to address.

Furthermore, there isn’t a market to 
develop much single-family housing in 
northern Westchester, he said.

“There’s nothing wrong with you guys 
thinking a little out of the box, and I know 
there are maybe folks on the planning 
board and the Comp Plan (Steering 
Committee) who will disagree with me 
because the outlying neighborhoods should 
not be presented with a different type of 
development,” Steinmetz said. “Well, that’s 
not what many planners will tell you.”

In addition to the location, Supervisor 
Robert Greenstein said he was concerned 
that the proposed sale prices were too 
expensive. If residents were looking to 
downsize from a large single-family house, 
he didn’t see why they would move there.

Greenstein also said that if there are other 
benefits to the town, such as connecting 
the neighbors up to town water, which the 
development would use, the board might 
look upon a multifamily proposal at the site 
more favorably.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Architect Richard Granoff  displays sketches to the New Castle Town Board last week of  revised plans for 
the former Legionaries property on Route 128. 

New Castle Officials: Rosehill Doesn’t Comply With Comp Plan
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are in Mount Kisco.
Laura Newman, director of development 

and communications for Neighbors Link, 
said many immigrant families have reason 
to be afraid.

“There are many families with mixed 
immigration status, for example, an 
undocumented parent may have children 
who are U.S. citizens,” Newman said. “So 
people are worried for those around them 
even if they, themselves, have legal status.”

Last Thursday, New York Secretary of 
State Rosanna Rosado discussed some of 
these issues at Neighbors Link to help calm 
community fears. Rosado told audience 
members that Gov. Andrew Cuomo was 
dedicated to protecting immigrants.

She said state police are not permitted 
to ask individuals about their immigration 
status and have been trained to refrain from 
acting as immigration authorities. The state 
has a hotline through the Office for New 
Americans to answer the public’s questions.

“I encourage people to call first to ask 
questions before taking action and before 
being subjected to what is sometimes very 
common immigration fraud,” she said. 

The Office for New Americans provides 
financial assistance for immigrants who are 
wading through the naturalization process. 
Many immigrants who have contacted the 
office were unaware that they qualify for a 
federal waiver so they don’t have to pay a 

fee, Rosado said. 
Nearly one million people in New York 

are eligible to become citizens but have not 
initiated the process, she added.

With the glare of the spotlight on issues 
surrounding immigration, Neighbors 
Link’s mission remains the same, except 
its workload has increased significantly, 
Bracco said. It recently held a series of well-
attended evening community forums to 
educate immigrants of their rights and what 
to do if they are stopped by authorities, she 
said. 

Neighbors Link, which provides ESL 
and adult education, child care, workers 
and other programs to about 3,000 people 
annually, hired two immigration attorneys 
at the start of the year to help protect 
community members’ rights. It provides the 
services to those who need them regardless 
of immigration status.

“Neighbors Link’s mission has always 
been to integrate the whole community,” 
Bracco said. “It’s always been to work with 
the immigrant community with programs 
and services, and as well to work with 
longer term residents and those who would 
be our allies to help them understand the 
immigrant experience.” 

Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich 
said he is not aware of raids conducted in 
the village by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). 

“Generally, I hear (about) it after the fact 

and I haven’t heard anything in the last 
several months,” he said.

Kieran O’Leary, a spokesman for the 
county Department of Public Safety, also 
said department officials have no knowledge 
of ICE activity in Mount Kisco nor has it 
been asked to assist in raids.

“We do not engage in enforcement 
activities solely for the purpose of enforcing 
federal immigration law,” O’Leary said. “We 
would cooperate with any law enforcement 
agency conducting a criminal investigation 
but we would not be involved if the sole 
focus was to determine the immigration 
status of a person or persons.”

Cindrich said there was “a lot of 
misinformation” about actions related 
to immigration taken by the Trump 
Administration.

“I think that people are hypersensitive to 
some of the language being used,” he said.

Rosado said she would ask Cuomo to 
support legislation being considered by 
the Board of Legislators to strengthen the 
county’s Immigration Protection Act. 

The board’s Democratic caucus has 
proposed four new provisions of the act 
that was originally signed into law by 
former county executive Andrew Spano: 
safeguarding confidentially of information 
shared with all county departments; 
prohibiting county officers and officials 
from honoring ICE detainer requests 
that do not give rise to criminal probable 

cause; ensuring any service provided by a 
county agency shall be made available to 
all who are eligible notwithstanding their 
immigration status; and protecting the 
county from liability due to false arrests and 
imprisonments.

The measure is expected to be discussed 
in committee starting this month by county 
lawmakers.

Rosado said if county officials asked 
Cuomo for his backing he would support 
the bill.

“I’m proud to take that message back,” she 
said.

The governor’s office is also looking to 
obtain private funds for the Immigrant 
Defense Project, which provides legal 
services to immigrants, Rosado said. Private 
funding is sought because the state Senate 
has not agreed to appropriate funds. 

“The governor has a very strong record 
on human rights. We’re going to be as strong 
as we can in New York,” Rosado said.

Adames said she was pleased with the 
secretary of state’s comments. 

“She can help people here,” she said. 
For those with questions regarding issues 

facing immigrants, contact the Office for 
New Americans at 1-800-566-7636 or visit 
www.newamericans.ny.gov.

Mount Kisco’s Immigrant Community Living in Fear
continued from page 1
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Kisco officials are reviewing 

four multimillion proposals that would 
upgrade the village’s three firehouses.

The plans range from renovations 
and expansions to replacement of the 
structures, which were built decades 
ago. 

A conceptual design presentation 
was outlined by H2M Architects and 
Engineers at the village board’s Feb. 27 
meeting. The proposals were presented 
by Joseph Mottola, senior vice president 
and director of architecture at H2M, 
and senior architect Veronica Byrnes. 

Mottola said part of their analysis 
included six workshops that were held 
with members of Mount Kisco’s four 
fire companies. 

Mutual Engine & Hose is housed in 
the firehouse across the street from 
Village Hall on Main Street, the Union 
Hook & Ladder and Mount Kisco Fire 
Rescue Police occupy the Green Street 
firehouse and the Independent Fire 
Company firehouse is on Lexington 
Avenue near Columbus Avenue.

The facilities, all built or last renovated 
50 to 60 years ago, have pressing issues 
that must be addressed by the village, 
the H2M representatives said. Needs 
outlined in last week’s presentation 
include roof and window replacement; 
equipment upgrades; installation of 

toilets and access to the second floors of 
the fire stations that are compliant with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act; 
updating antiquated electrical systems; 
installation of LED lighting; replacing 
nonfunctioning cameras; and replacing 
generators at all three firehouses.

“The structures have not keep pace 

with the substantial development and 
growth of the fire protection districts 
the Mount Kisco firefighters serve,” said 
Mayor Michael Cindrich. 

Although no decision has been made 
on how to proceed, last week village 
trustees focused mainly on Option A, 
which at a cost of $10,292,387 would 
provide renovations and additions to 
the three firehouses. 

Option B, costing $6,467,133, would 
provide upgrades only. Option C calls 
for construction of a new firehouse 
and closing the current facilities, but 
carries a $22,398,375 price tag. At a cost 
of $1,865,000, Option D outlines the 
repurposing of the firehouses. 

Cindrich said the cost of the project 
could be funded through a 20-year 
bond.

He questioned the feasibility of 
Option C because there is no land to 
build a new firehouse. He also said the 
three firehouses are centrally located, 
which is crucial in limiting response 
time.

Cindrich also said there are 
circumstances that call for firefighters 
to sleep at their assigned firehouse, 
requiring the need for improved 
facilities. 

“Not everybody lives right next to the 
firehouse,” Cindrich said. 

Francis Mannion, chairman of 

the Mount Kisco Board of Fire 
Commissioners, told trustees that the 
current firehouses need expansion. 
Today’s apparatus used by the 
departments are larger than in the past, 
he said.

The village board will study the 
info, analyze the proposals and have a 
report prepared addressing property tax 
impacts, Cindrich said.

Discussions on the matter will 
continue, but the village board did not 
announce a date when the issue will be 
addressed again.  

Mount Kisco to Explore Firehouse Expansions, Renovations

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Francis Mannion, chairman of  the Mount Kisco 
board of  fire commissioners, addressed the 
village board last week regarding four options to 
upgrade the Mount Kisco Fire Department’s three 
firehouses.
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Townsend, one of about 10 students who 
appeared before the board. “We are not 
satisfied with speaking out once, receiving 
a pat on the back and then going back to 
business as usual. When you said you 
heard us, we took that to mean that our 
voices mattered to you.”

On Jan. 25, more than 30 students 
confronted trustees over rampant 
speculation that Spillane may be forced to 
leave the district.

Junior Will Seidman, who mentioned 
that students are disappointed the board 
and administration failed to reach out to 

them after they addressed district officials 
in January, said it is critical Chappaqua 
retains Spillane.  

Students at that meeting said the 
counselor created the Peer Leadership and 
Ambassadors Program that brings students 
closer together and The Senior Experience 
Steering Group, an internship program 
that allows upperclassman to spend the 
final weeks in high school working with 
professionals in fields they may want to 
pursue as careers. 

Spillane has also helped students form 
clubs, serves as a boys’ and girls’ varsity 
soccer coach and has given students a 
platform to speak openly about their 

concerns. 
In 2014, Spillane was hired for the newly 

created position of outreach counselor 
for students, helping them to feel more 
connected to the school community. 

While it is not known if the consideration 
to forsake the counselor is based on 
performance or budgetary issues, sources 
told The Examiner Spillane was informed 
of the decision via memo without receiving 
a performance review or meeting with the 
district’s administration.

Townsend asked Interim Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Daniel McCann if he’s ever 
spoken to Spillane. McCann responded no. 

“This disconnect that the student body 

feels from you, it’s not going to go away 
without effort on both sides,” Townsend 
said. “We, the students, are doing 
everything we can to tell you respectfully 
that we want to bridge this disconnect and 
we want you to join us in doing so.”

Townsend said administrative 
decisions become public concern when 
they drastically affect the well-being of 
hundreds of students. 

“We are asking you to follow through and 
do your job and respect the community 
and our values,” she said.

Junior Noah Goldstein added that losing 
Spillane would be a step backward for a 
district that has endured a difficult year.

“Mrs. Spillane fosters a feeling of safety 
and friendliness and so much respect,” 
senior Kasha Ludwitz said. “So many 
people have spoken and so much has been 
said and I’m at a loss for words. Why would 
you do this?”

While trustees didn’t comment on the 
matter citing personnel issues, board 
President Alyson Gardner stated that 
employee information is private and will 
not be discussed publicly.

“Please don’t assume that you spoke 
to an empty room, but again we don’t 
comment on personnel issues and it’s not 
for policy reasons but for privacy reasons,” 
Gardner said. “In saying we hear you and 
that we’re not doing anything, that couldn’t 
be more wrong.” 

No. Castle Ponders Options for Receiver of Taxes Changes

9 Kirby Plaza • Mt.Kisco • 242-3650 
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promotion. *No card punches with specials
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Includes Punch on  
“Free Haircut Card” 

abolishing the position.
“There’s a lot of merit to converting it to 

an appointed position, to have the ability 
to hire someone in the future,” he said. 

Councilman Stephen D’Angelo said the 
receiver of taxes should no longer be an 
elected position.

“It’s not an elected position for 
somebody that you like,” D’Angelo said. 
“It’s somebody that needs to know the job.”

While abolishing the post would allow 
the town to appoint someone to complete 
the tasks and allow greater flexibility 
in reconfiguring the responsibilities of 
several offices, it does force the supervisor 

to sign off on all paperwork that is now 
authorized by the receiver of taxes, said 
Town Attorney Roland Baroni.

“The financial officer becomes the 
supervisor,” Baroni said. “You can’t delegate 
that to some clerk. If it’s not the receiver, it’s 
the supervisor.”

However, if there is still a receiver, even 
if it’s appointed and regardless of whether 
the job is full-time or part-time, there are 
greater constraints on restructuring the 
tasks between the various finance offices. 

Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto 
said a restructuring could save the town 
a significant sum, perhaps $80,000 to 
$100,000.

School taxes are collected in September 
and January while town taxes are paid in 
April, the three busiest months for the 
receiver job. There are also a multitude of 
other tasks throughout the year, including 
dealing with banks and mortgage 
companies for those homeowners with 
escrow accounts and working with the 
county on properties whose owners are 
delinquent on their taxes.

If the board agrees on how to proceed, 
it could schedule a public hearing for an 
upcoming meeting. A special election 
would have to be held at least 20 days 
following the board approving a resolution 
but within 60 days.

continued from page 1

Greeley Students Petition Board of Ed to Save Counselor’s Job
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
A brief but contentious dispute 

erupted last Tuesday evening at the New 
Castle Town Board work session after 
the planning board proposed a revised 
sequence and language in the Draft 
Comprehensive Plan.

Revisions submitted by the planning 
board on Feb. 28, 13 days after a joint 
meeting involving members from both 
boards, the Comprehensive Plan Steering 
Committee and town staff, prompted town 
Supervisor Robert Greenstein to direct 
snide criticism toward planning board 
Chairman Robert Kirkwood and member 
Thomas Curley.

“I was a little surprised after five years 
to have a smart group of people decide 
they could rewrite it, especially after our 
meeting two weeks ago when we had our 
professionals, town planner, 24 years of 
experience in town planning, and Pace, 
which is what they do for a living, tell us 
that there were reasons for the structure 
and the headings,” said Greenstein, already 
irritated that the feedback was several days 
late. “So I was surprised to see that was 
completely ignored.”

Kirkwood apologized for the tardy 
submission, but defended their proposed 
additions, saying the points were the same 
issues raised by planning board members 
the night of the joint meeting. 

“We worked very hard on it,” Kirkwood 

said. “There are a couple of elements to it. 
It is not meant to be a slap at anyone. It’s 
not a slap at anyone. If you read it, you will 
find it is not a rewrite, it’s a cut and paste.”

Meanwhile, Curley, an architect and 
professional planner, said it had been nearly 
a year since the planning board was asked 
to review the evolving Comprehensive 
Plan. He said their board’s input should 
have been sought more vigorously because 
its members regularly refer to the plan 
during their review of applications and 
have the most experience in dealing with 
the issues the document addresses.

“This document is a functioning 
document for us, right,” Curley said. “We 
rely on this document. We do. We were 
invited to review this document two times 
or three times in the last five years, and the 
last time we looked at it was (last) March. 
I had no anticipation that the next time we 
were going to see it, we’re going to get two 
weeks to look at it.”

However, Comprehensive Plan Steering 
Committee member Maud Bailey, while 
complimentary of the planning board’s 
efforts was also critical of the proposed 
changes. Bailey said revising the order of 
some of the elements does change the plan 
and doesn’t take into account the extensive 
feedback from residents during a series of 
public engagement meetings.

“I think their substantive comments are 
well worth you talking about, but I have 

to say…the new draft they proposed to 
give to you is terrible,” she said. “It really 
is confusing. When you cut and paste and 
reorganize a document, you do change its 
meaning.”

Greenstein responded that by revising 
as much as they did, it’s an insult to the 
volunteers and the community, with some 
members having spent nearly five years 
toiling over the plan.

“This is a policy document,” Greenstein 
said. “I’m not minimizing what the 
planning board does with site plan reviews, 
environmental reviews, wetlands, things 
like that. But this is a policy document. 
That’s why the town board is lead agency.”

The rest of the town board reserved 
comment on the substance of the planning 
board’s recommendations because they 
did not have time to read the submission. 

But council members Jeremy Saland and 
Hala Makowska took strong exception 
to Greenstein’s verbal barrage against the 
planning board.

Saland thanked the planning board for 
its efforts and their insight before turning 
to Greenstein.

“You may be completely right, you may 
be 100 percent right,” Saland told the 
supervisor, “but to attack the planning 
board and almost belittle them is simply 
not fair. They’re volunteers.”

Last month, Greenstein had laid out 
a tentative schedule to open the public 
hearing on the draft Comprehensive Plan 
by Mar. 28. However, the board will now 
formally discuss the planning board’s 
comments at its Mar. 14 meeting, which 
could delay the start of the hearing.

P’ville Candidate Debate Set for March 9
The Examiner will be holding a 

candidate debate this Thursday, Mar. 
9 featuring the candidates running for 
the Pleasantville Village Board. The 
event will take place in the second-
floor meeting room at Village Hall, 
located at 80 Wheeler Ave. at 7:30 
p.m. The public is invited to attend 
and there will be an opportunity 

for attendees to ask questions of the 
candidates. Editor-in-Chief Martin 
Wilbur will be the moderator.

The forum will be televised live on 
Pleasantville’s government channel 
(Cablevision Channel 78, Verizon 
Channel 39) and can be seen on 
demand afterwards at www.pctv76.
org through Election Day.

Greenstein, Planning Board Quarrel Over Comp Plan Revisions

ELECTION NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the annual election in and for the  

Village of Pleasantville will be held on Tuesday, March 21, 2017 for the 
purpose of electing two (2) Village Trustees for a term of three (3) years.  

The name and address of the nominees for Village Trustee are: 
Pleasantville Civic Party Nicole Asquith, 54 Great Oak Lane, Pleasantville, NY 

Village Party Steven Lord, 70 Greenmeadow Road, Pleasantville, NY 
Jeremiah T. Lynch, 16 Country Club Lane, Pleasantville, NY

The boundaries of the Village Election Districts shall be set forth on the map 
entitled "Village of Pleasantville Election Districts" as revised by the Town of 
Mount Pleasant dated October 1, 1982 and on file in the Office of the Village 

Clerk.  The place and time of holding the elections shall be as follows: the 
polling place of the Village Election Districts (Town Districts 13, 14, 15, 20, 

31, and 43) shall be at Village Hall, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville,  
New York in said Village and the polls shall be open from 7:00am and shall 

close at 9:00pm. - Judith Weintraub, Village Clerk
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Marion Oliva
Marion Oliva of Valhalla was 

welcomed to heaven surrounded by her 
family on Feb. 25.  

She was 89.
Oliva was born in White Plains. 

She was predeceased by her parents, 
Winifred Gallagher Healy and William 
Joseph Healy, both of whom emigrated 
from Ireland and proud of their Irish 
heritage. She was the beloved sister 
of William Healy and the late Martin 
Lester (Bud) Healy. She attended White 
Plains High School, and later in life 
returned to education at Westchester 
Community College.

Oliva was wed on July 10, 1949, to 
the love of her life, the late Chief Paul J. 
Oliva, Sr., of the Mount Pleasant Police 
Department. She devoted much of her 
life to the job she loved – religious 
education secretary at Holy Name of 
Jesus Church in Valhalla. 

Her children were her life. She is 

survived by her devoted son, Chief Paul 
J. Oliva, Jr. (Kathy Conroy) of the Mount 
Pleasant Police Department and of 
Valhalla, and her two loving daughters, 
Dr. Lori (née Oliva) (Bill) Smittle of 
Valhalla and Paulette Oliva, (Peter 
McClung) of White Plains. She is also 
survived by her adoring grandchildren, 
Cristin and Caitlin Grogan, Katrina 
Klaus, Paul Oliva III, Cassandra Klaus, 
Kiana Oliva, Emily Schlotman, Charles 
Klaus, Laura Rhuda (née Smittle) and 
Will Smittle.

The Olivas received visitors at 
Hawthorne Funeral Home on Feb. 28 
and Mar. 1. A funeral Mass was held at 
Holy Name of Jesus Church in Valhalla 
on Mar. 2, immediately followed by 
interment at Mount Calvary Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers, the family 
respectfully requests a donation to the 
Valhalla Volunteer Ambulance Corps, 
1 Westlake Drive, Valhalla, N.Y. 10595.
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Obituaries
Florence Arnold

Florence M. Arnold, wife, mother and 
proud grandmother, peacefully passed 
away on Feb. 28.

She was 93. 
Born in New York City, Arnold’s 

family moved to Thornwood while she 
was in elementary school. She lived in 
Thornwood until she became an Army 
nurse in World War II. She proudly 
served as a nurse, where she ultimately 
met and married Frederick “Fritz” 
Arnold. They were married 58 years 
before his passing in 2003. She worked 
as a registered nurse spending most of 
her career as a psychiatric nurse. 

Arnold loved to travel and she and 
Fritz went on exciting trips, especially 
to Europe. Last May, she had the 
opportunity to visit the World War II 
Memorial in Washington D.C., which 
gave her a great deal of pleasure. She 
also enjoyed spending time with her 

friends. Mostly, she cherished the time 
she spent with her family. 

She leaves behind her children, 
Maureen Arnold, Judith Hecker (David) 
and Rick Arnold (Donna), and her 
granddaughter, Kailee Kenney (Doug). 
She is predeceased by a son, Brian; her 
parents, William J. and Mae O’Brien; 
and a brother, Ray O’Brien. 

Arnold loved her dogs as trusted 
family members, many of whom came 
from rescues. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Mar. 3. The funeral Mass 
was held at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Chapel in the Gate of Heaven Cemetery 
on Mar. 3 followed by entombment.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
SPCA of Westchester in Briarcliff 
Manor in her name would be greatly 
appreciated.

Jack Carosi
Jack Carosi, husband, father, proud 

grandfather and World War II veteran, 
peacefully passed away on Feb. 23. 

He was 96.
Carosi, the son of the late Anatolia 

(DeRubeis) and Dominick Carosi, 
was born on Jan. 12, 1921, in Tussio, 
Abruzzo, Italy. He was a decorated 
veteran who served with the 116th 
Infantry. He participated in the H-Hour 
landing on Omaha Beach on D-Day, 
June 6, 1944. He received the Bronze 
Star, Purple Heart and Good Conduct 
Medals. Upon discharge, he married the 
love of his life, Bice Carosi. He worked 
for the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
for 34 years.

Carosi leaves behind his children, 
Arthur Carosi (Dayle), Patricia 
Vitelli (Frank) and Laura Carosi; 

grandchildren Nicholas Pinto, Paula 
Vitelli and Michael Carosi; and by 
nieces, nephews, cousins and many 
friends. He was predeceased by son 
Dominick Carosi, a Vietnam veteran.

Carosi was a member of the Gilbert 
Rauh Post 1574 of the America Legion 
in Thornwood and the Serra Club. He 
loved to dance and was the life of the 
party, always making everyone smile.

Visitation was on Feb. 26 at Hawthorne 
Funeral Home. The funeral Mass was 
held at Immaculate Conception Church 
on Gun Hill Road in the Bronx on Feb. 
27. Burial followed at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne. 

Donations may be made to the 
veterans group of your choice, Westhab 
or a charity of your choice.

Steven Schoener
Steven Thomas Schoener passed 

away peacefully in his sleep on Feb. 24 
surrounded by his family.

He was 65.
Schoener is survived by his wife of 

42 years, Nancy; four children, Laura 
Abbatantuono (Joe), Steven (Mary), 
Kevin, Tommy (Molly); and five 
grandchildren. 

Schoener was born in the Bronx and 
moved to Hawthorne in 1976, where 
he raised his children. In addition to a 
loving husband, father and grandfather, 
he was a deli owner, a lab tech, a hospital 

administrator, a boater, a fisherman, a 
golfer, a coach, a scout leader and a very 
active member of Emanuel Lutheran 
Church. He will be greatly missed by his 
entire family and many friends.

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Feb. 27. A funeral Mass was 
held at Emanuel Lutheran Church in 
Pleasantville on Feb. 28. Interment was 
private. 

In lieu of gifts, please make donations 
to the Emanuel Lutheran Church or the 
USO of Metropolitan New York.  

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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By Neal Rentz
The owner of a North Bedford Road 

property in Mount Kisco is looking to 
replace the current Applebee’s restaurant 
with three new businesses, including 
a Starbucks featuring a drive-through 
window.

Urban Edge Properties of Paramus, 
N.J., the entity that owns the parcel at 
185 N. Bedford Rd., needs a zoning code 
change from the village board before site 
plan approval can be pursued from the 
planning board.

Last week Mayor Michael Cindrich 
noted that the village’s current law prohibits 
drive-through service for businesses, with 
the exception of banks. The lone exception 
is the Burger King restaurant at nearby 
230 N. Bedford Rd., which had its drive-

through approval grandfathered in. 
Urban Edge Vice President for 

Development and Construction Aanen 
Olsen said Applebee’s does not want to 
renew its lease after being located on the 
property for nearly 20 years. Olsen declined 
to say when Applebee’s lease would expire, 
although the restaurant is still in operation. 

Olsen told trustees that Urban Edge 
wants to renovate the building to house a 
Starbucks, “a fast, casual restaurant” and a 
retail store. He not divulge the identity of 
the restaurant being considered for the site. 
Urban Edge has not yet lined up a potential 
retail business for the site, he said.

The proposed Starbucks would also have 
service inside and an undisclosed number 
of seats.

Olsen said Urban Edge has spoken 
with the operator of the Starbucks at 41 S. 
Moger Ave. to inform them of his client’s 
intentions. He said “they have no problem” 
with the potential of a second Starbucks 
opening in Mount Kisco. 

Trustee Peter Grunthal said more than 
one Starbucks could operate successfully 
in Mount Kisco. 

“There’s a Starbucks on every two or 
three blocks,” in Manhattan, Grunthal said.

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 
countered that he did not want a new 
Starbucks to take business away from the 
current location. That could be harmful to 
other downtown businesses, he said.

Corey Chase, senior project manager for 
Atlantic Traffic and Design, told the board 

his firm studied traffic during last year’s 
Christmas shopping season in the area of a 
Starbucks on Route 6 in Cortlandt, which 
has a drive-through window and is located 
on a comparable location. During busy 
times the line of cars at the window did not 
impact traffic outside the site. 

“It’s all self-contained,” he said.  
But Trustee Karen Schleimer responded 

that she was concerned that a long line of 
cars at the window could add excessive 
congestion to the area during the morning 
rush hour.

Cindrich said the board would discuss 
the matter again but needed additional 
time to review the current law addressing 
drive-through windows. 

Starbucks Drive-Through Proposed for Mt. Kisco’s Applebee’s Site

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The owner of  the property that currently contains the Applebee’s restaurant at 185 N. Bedford Rd. 
is seeking approval to allow renovation of  the free-standing structure and include a Starbucks with a 
drive-through window.
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Paradigm Commissioner’s Hearing 
Moved to Friday

The New York State Office of Mental 
Health announced last week that the 
commissioner’s hearing regarding 
the Town of North Castle’s objection 
to Paradigm Treatment Center’s 
proposed residential facility in Armonk 
was changed to this Friday, Mar. 10. 
Originally, the hearing was scheduled for 

today (Tuesday).
The hearing will take place at the 

agency’s Hudson River field office in 
Poughkeepsie. The independent hearing 
officer retained by the Office of Mental 
Health for this case has determined that, 
given limited space, the hearing will not 
be open to the public. 



March 7 - March 13, 2017 The Examiner10

Mount Kisco Police Department

Feb. 27: Police responded to Barker 
Street at 10:38 a.m. on a report that a man 
was slumped over at a bus stop. Officers 
determined the man was dozing and was 
not in any medical distress.

Feb. 28: Security at Northern 
Westchester Hospital reported at 6:54 
p.m. that a drone crashed to the ground 
near the North Building, almost striking 
an employee walking nearby. The drone 
was turned over to police.

Mar. 1: A 49-year-old homeless 
man was charged at 5 p.m. with petty 
larceny, a misdemeanor, after he was 
found in possession of $18.21 worth of 
merchandise that he allegedly took from 
Target on North Bedford Road. He was 
arrested while being interviewed outside 
the store regarding a complaint about him 
harassing shoppers at Stop & Shop.

Mar. 2: A Hillside Avenue resident 
reported at 8:33 a.m. that she observed 
a man a day earlier come on to her 
property and look at a package that 
had been delivered to the house. When 
she confronted him, he told her he was 
looking for a woman named Jessica before 
leaving.  

Mar. 2: A village resident reported 
at 11:10 a.m. that someone stole his 
son’s iPhone the night before at a North 
Bedford Road business. The boy put the 

phone down briefly and it was gone when 
he went to retrieve it.

Mar. 2: A 51-year-old Lexington 
Avenue man was arrested at 12:04 p.m. 
and charged with third-degree criminal 
trespass, a misdemeanor, after he locked 
himself inside a bathroom at the Mount 
Kisco Public Library on Main Street. He 
had previously been given a notice from 
the library barring him from the facility 
until Aug. 1 because of past problems. 

Mar. 3: An officer on patrol found a 
license plate on the 400 block of East 
Main Street at 10 a.m. The vehicle’s owner 
was contacted and made arrangements to 
pick up the lost plate at the Green Street 
precinct.

North Castle Police Department

Feb. 24: Report of a small child asleep 
inside an unattended vehicle parked in 
a North Broadway lot at 6:42 p.m. The 
responding officer reported the owner of 
the vehicle is on the scene upon his arrival. 
The officer spoke with and admonished 
the car owner. The child checked okay.

Feb. 25: Report of an intoxicated 
16-year-old girl at a Hillview Court 
residence at 12:29 a.m. Armonk EMS was 
dispatched.

Feb. 25: Westchester County 
Department of Emergency Services 
reported a brush fire at 6:49 p.m. behind a 

home on Windmill Road. The fire started 
due to a lightning strike.

Feb. 27: A complainant reported at 
1:59 p.m. a past larceny that occurred in 
her store at the Armonk Town Center on 
Main Street. 

Feb. 28: Report of a trespassing 
incident at BOCES on Old Orchard Street 
at 8:19 a.m. A former employee, who is 
not welcome on the grounds, arrived and 
entered Building D. The employee is not 
acting aggressively at this time but could 
potentially pose a threat, according to 
staff. The responding officer reported the 
matter is adjusted.

Feb. 28: Information received via the 
anonymous tip line revealed there may 
be squatters residing at a Custis Avenue 
residence. The complainant stated that the 
house has no utilities turned on but two 

cars are usually parked outside the house 
and people apparently stay there every 
night. There is also a terrible stench and 
“thousands of cats crawling in and out.” 
The building department was notified.

Pleasantville Police Department

Feb. 27: Police arrested a 40-year-old 
man at 8:30 p.m. on Manville Road for 
attempted assault and harassment.  

Mar. 1: Police arrested a 40-year-old 
Bronx man at 3:57 p.m. on Pleasantville 
Road and charged him with third-degree 
assault.

Mar. 2: A 32-year-old Yorktown 
woman was arrested at 12:21 a.m. on 
Bedford Road and charged with seventh-
degree criminal possession of a controlled 
substance, a violation.

Obituaries

Police Blotter
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continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

Lesley Purdy
Lesley A. Purdy, formerly of Thornwood 

and Yorktown Heights, died on Mar. 3. 
She was 63.
Purdy was born on Jan. 9, 1954, to 

Wilfred and Vilma (nee Torelli) Machin 
in White Plains. She is survived by her 
father, Wilfred Machin, of Danbury, 
Conn.; by her loving children, Nicholas 
(Nicole) Purdy of Valley Stream, N.Y. and 
Kelly (Stephen) Hanrahan of Greenwich, 
Conn.; one brother, Douglas (Suzanne) 
Machin, of Danbury; and by her one 

cherished grandson, AJ. 
Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 

Home today (Tuesday) from 4 to 8 p.m. 
A funeral Mass will be held at Holy 
Innocents Church in Pleasantville on 
Wednesday, Mar. 8 at 10 a.m. followed 
by interment at All Souls Cemetery in 
Pleasantville. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
Alzheimer’s Association would be 
appreciated.

Peter Mariuzza
Peter Mariuzza of Briarcliff Manor 

passed away on Mar. 1. 
He was 84.
Born Dec. 12, 1932, in Friuli, Italy, he 

immigrated to America as a child. He had a 
long and successful career as an illustrator 
in New York City, and served in the 
armed forces. A gifted artist, he designed 
renowned movie posters, magazine covers 
and print ads. In retirement, he taught art 
classes in the local community. He was an 
avid gardener and fishing enthusiast and 

loved his pets. 
He is survived by his wife, Linda; his 

children, Paulette, Lisa and Peter; and 
his grandchildren, Kelly Anne, Colette, 
Dylan, Dana and Kayla. 

The family received friends at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville on 
Mar. 4. A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated at Holy Innocents Church in 
Pleasantville. Entombment followed at 
Ferncliff Mausoleum.
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By Erin Maher
Bedford Central School District 

Superintendent Dr. Christopher Manno 
unveiled the district’s $128.9 million 
preliminary budget for 2017-18 last 
week, which complies with the tax cap 
while adding three new teachers.

Under the current plan, Bedford 
would see a 1.95 percent tax levy 
increase, or $2,244,025, the highest 
allowable number while adhering to the 
cap. Administrators have yet to calculate 
the tax rate increase for taxpayers.

The first draft of next year’s budget 
increases spending 1.67 percent over 
the current year.

Manno said the preliminary spending 
plan calls for the addition of three 
elementary school teachers, which 
lowers class size to Board of Education 
guidelines. This year, some grades 
exceeded the board’s recommended 
limits. 

Officials also hope to add 1.5 
librarian positions, which would bring 
the number of elementary school 
librarians to 2.5, much-needed relief as 
the district has operated this year with 
one librarian splitting time among the 
district’s five primary schools.

Another proposed change 
restructures the Special Education and 
Pupil Personnel Services departments, 
eliminating an elementary school level 
special education coordinator position.

The budget also sets aside $30,000 
for an attendance and district residency 
survey this spring. Next spring the 
district plans to spend another $15,000 
for a demographic study.

The district has faced mounting 
financial problems, which forced 
officials to present an initial budget 
last May to voters that far exceeded the 
tax cap. Nearly 59 percent of the voters 
favored the plan, falling just short of 
the required 60 percent approval to 
override the cap.

While the revote passed easily a month 
later, the district was forced to cut 52 
positions districtwide for this year. 

In a report released in January from 
the state comptroller’s office, Bedford 
was ranked the third most fiscally 
stressed school system in the state at the 
end of the 2015-16 school year.

Manno said the district must have 
fiscal discipline and continue to strive 
for innovative budget solutions. 

Next year’s budget could also see some 
reductions. In addition to the reduction 
of one special education coordinator, 
four full-time aides and clerical staff 
would be cut to equalize building ratios. 
Two custodian positions at the Fox 
Lane High School and middle school 
campus would be consolidated to one 
head custodian. 

Trustees were impressed by 
Manno’s presentation, praising it for 
its thoroughness. However, some 

still voiced questions and concerns. 
Board member Angelo Rubbo said 
neighboring school districts pay 
much less in administrative costs than 
Bedford. 

While the budget proposed added 
a few positions, Trustee Beth Starpoli 
mentioned the past cuts in recent years 
have been a major hardship for the 
district.

“In reference to the 52 positions [cut] 
last year, we need to remember we 
have lost positions every year for the 
last eight or nine years…and I know 
we focus on the 52, but I just want the 
board to remember that we’ve been 

dealing with efficiencies and cutting 
back, cutting back, and there’s been a 
lot that’s been lost along the way on top 
of the 52 positions.”

Some residents who attended last 
week’s meeting voiced concerns as 
well. Erica Sharpentier of Mount Kisco 
suggested that the $30,000 allotted for 
the attendance and residency survey be 
used to hire another .5 librarian.

“With 3.0 librarians, we could 
endeavor to serve the children of all 
of our elementary schools evenly,” 
Sharpentier said.

Nina Velasquez of Bedford agreed 
with the request. She said librarians 

for younger students are an invaluable 
asset.

“Librarians in elementary schools do 
more than just hand out books, they 
help kids with their English skills and 
homework since some of their parents 
cannot do that,” she said.

The board is scheduled to adopt 
a final budget on Mar. 29. The state 
mandated budget hearing will be held 
on May 3, with the annual statewide 
budget vote and school board election 
set for May 16. 

For further information on the 
proposed budget, visit www.bcsdny.org.

Bedford’s $128.9M School Budget Tax Cap Compliant, Adds Teachers

All Roads Lead To
PLEASANTVILLE

The Ultimate Combination for Customer Satisfaction

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY 

www.pleasantville-ford.com

The Center of 
Westchester

County

In Business for over 40 years! Come See Why!

Total Value
Get more, without paying more!

Total Convenience
Easy to get to 

from everywhere!
Total Service

Caring, Award-winning 
service!

Pleasantville



March 7 - March 13, 2017 The Examiner12

Are you finding it difficult to keep up 
with your healthy New Year’s habits? 
Tackle those resolutions with renewed 
energy in March during National 
Nutrition Month and remember that 
small changes, made over time, can add 
up.

The 2017 National Nutrition Month 
theme, “Put Your Best Fork Forward,” 
encourages everyone to start small – one 
forkful at a time. Whether you’re planning 
meals to prepare at home or making 
selections when dining out, it’s crucial to 
develop a healthy eating style that you can 
maintain.

“To make lasting, healthful changes 
to your eating habits, it’s important to 
start small,” said registered dietitian, 
nutritionist and Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics spokesperson Caroline 
Passerrello. “Registered dietitian 
nutritionists can help you develop 
personalized solutions that will keep you 
healthy and allow you to still enjoy your 
favorite foods throughout your entire life.”

Passerrello offers these ways you can 
“Put Your Best Fork Forward.”
• Choose Healthier Options When 

Cooking at Home. “Eating a variety of 
healthful foods across and within all 

food groups helps reduce the risk of 
preventable, lifestyle-related chronic 
diseases, including cardiovascular 
disease, type 2 diabetes and obesity,” 
Passerrello said. “Eat more vegetables, 
fruits, whole grains, fat-free or low-fat 
dairy, lean proteins and oils.”

• Find Healthful Options When Dining 
Out. “Finding healthful options at 
restaurants is easier today than it ever 
has been,” Passerrello said. “Most 
restaurants offer healthful options. 
Look for items that are steamed or 
roasted, and ask for sauce, dressing 
and cheese on the side. To-go boxes 
can help control portions. Eat half 
your meal at the restaurant and take 
the other half home.”

• Set a Good Example for Your Children. 
Parents are the most important role 
models for their children. “Modeling 
healthful eating habits starts in the 
kitchen,” Passerrello said. “Involving 
your kids in the cooking with age-
appropriate tasks, serving balanced 
meals with a variety of nutrient-rich 
foods and enjoying dinner together as 
often as possible are among the many 
things you can do to help your family 
be mindful of their eating habits.”

• Consult a Registered Dietitian 
Nutritionist. “A healthy lifestyle is 
much more than choosing to eat more 
fruits and vegetables. While that is 
important, it’s also essential to make 
informed food choices based on your 
individual health and nutrient needs,” 
Passerrello said. “A registered dietitian 
nutritionist can educate you and guide 
your food choices while keeping your 
tastes and preferences in mind. They 
are able to separate facts from fads 
and translate nutrition science into 
information you can use.” To find a 
registered dietitian nutritionist in 
your area, visit www.eatright.org.

The Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics’ National Nutrition Month 
website, eatright.org/NNM, includes 
articles, recipes, videos and educational 
resources to spread the message of 
good nutrition and an overall healthy 
lifestyle for people of all ages, genders 
and backgrounds. You can also follow 
National Nutrition Month on social 
media using #NationalNutritionMonth.

This National Nutrition Month, keep 
up the good work you began in January 
by recommitting to health and wellness in 
March.

No doubt it’s been a tough year for 
the Chappaqua Board of Education. 
Scorned for clumsily stumbling through 
the unseemly Christopher Schraufnagel 
scandal last summer and fall, trustees 
have appeared to be in self-preservation 
mode for much of this year whenever 
critics head to the microphone at public 
meetings.

In September and October, the board 
meeting room was full of residents 
demanding answers to how the former 
drama teacher was allowed to continue 
his bizarre and predatory behavior for 
years.

For some in the community, it was time 
to move on once former superintendant  
Dr. Lyn McKay handed in her resignation 
on Oct 31. A pound of flesh had been 
exacted and that was good enough. It 
also helped that the district correctly 
hired a firm to examine its policies and 
procedures, and presumably something 
will eventually come of that.

In the just over four months since 
McKay’s departure, the district has 
slowly refocused its attention on the 
business of educating students. But the 
fallout from Schraufnagel remains.

Twice over the past six weeks a group 
of Horace Greeley High School students, 
upset that a popular counselor will likely 

be denied tenure this spring and be 
booted from the district, came to address 
the matter and demand answers. At the 
very least, aware that there was little to 
nothing officials could or would say, 
the students spoke bluntly, eloquently, 
passionately and respectfully, wanting 
to let trustees and administrators know 
how displeased they’ve been with their 
performance.

Most school boards and municipal 
boards would have likely had the same 
response, reciting the standard can’t-
talk-about-personnel line. 

But confidence in this board has 
eroded to the point where refusal to 
speak about issues is perceived as having 
something to hide. That is a direct result 
of its poor handling of the Schraufnagel 
episode, and trustees have been on the 
defensive ever since.

It’s time the board of education 
understans that although they don’t get 
paid they are elected officials, but the 
people who come to criticize them aren’t 
political opponents but their neighbors 
seeking answers.

Rowdy Astorino Forum Wasn’t 
Democracy’s Finest Hour

During more than seven years in 
office, County Executive Rob Astorino 
has generated his share of critics. It’s 

safe to say almost any officeholder in the 
home stretch of a second four-year term 
will have his or her share of detractors.

But the circus that invaded White 
Plains City Hall last week wasn’t free 
speech or justified confrontation on 
issues. It appeared like nothing more 
than rabble-rousers on steroids with 
no discernable goal except to be loud 
and disruptive, part of an increasingly 
disturbing trend.

Certainly, you can click off the list of 
grievances against Astorino since he 
took office in January 2010. From his 
public sparring with the feds over the 
affordable housing settlement to the veto 
of the gun show ban, there is plenty.

But you also have to give him his props 
for maintaining his pledge to hold taxes 
in check and for shepherding a pretty 
robust business revival considering what 
the economy was like seven years ago.

To Astorino’s credit he stayed until the 
end of the Feb. 27 forum, addressing the 
questions posed and refusing to flinch.

If the protestors don’t approve of the 
county executive’s job performance, 
then there’s an election in November. 
Elections do matter, not only in 
years that are divisible by four but  
every year. 

Column
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letters to the editor.  Please 
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all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
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By Martin Wilbur
As a teenager growing up in Buffalo, 

Audrey Brooks was captivated by a 
program on the local Public Broadcasting 
Service channel.

The show featured yoga practitioner 
Lilias Folan, and Brooks quickly became 
enthralled with the physical, mental and 
spiritual benefits of yoga, sparking an 
unwavering passion for the practice.

“So, I would do yoga with her on 
television and I just was fascinated,” Brooks 
said. “I just found it very interesting, the 
breath and the movement and just what a 
difference it made in how you were feeling. 
It was just really different for me compared 
with other kinds of exercise. It was exotic. 
I think there was probably an element of 
that, too.”

Throughout her adult life, Brooks has 
continued practicing yoga, sometimes 
alone but frequently taking classes 
whenever she could, wherever she might 
be. That included seven years in England 
and Japan, where she and her family lived 
when her husband worked in the banking 
industry abroad. 

“It’s kind of great. You can take it 
anywhere you are and just fit right in,” 
Brooks said. “Everyone’s been doing the 
same thing with a different flavor.”

Eight years ago, after spending the first 
portion of her career as a magazine writer 
and raising three sons, Brooks, 62, took an 
intensive, monthlong yoga teacher training 
course to become a certified instructor. 
She didn’t have designs on becoming an 
instructor, per se, although Brooks hasn’t 
dismissed the idea entirely. She simply 
wanted to learn more about yoga.

Today, she is chairman of the board of 
directors of the Yoga Teachers Association 
of the Hudson Valley (YTA), a nonprofit 
educational organization formed in 1979 
to improve the quality of yoga education in 
the region.

“At the YTA, there are a lot of people who 
don’t teach but come to our workshops. 
There’s so much to learn. There are so many 
different ways of approaching the different 
aspects of it,” said Brooks, a 23-year Mount 
Kisco resident.

The three-hour workshops, led by 
nationally recognized guest instructor, 

are held the second Saturday 
afternoon of each month 
from September through 
June at Club Fit in Briarcliff 
Manor. The next one is 
scheduled for this Saturday.

Brooks, who graduated 
from SUNY Buffalo, arrived 
in New York after finishing 
school to pursue a career 
as a writer. She first landed 
a job in the advertising 
department at Revlon, before 
realizing her dream, writing for Glamor 
and Seventeen magazines.

Brooks and her husband moved overseas 
to London and Japan. She quickly grew 
fond of the Japanese culture – the food, the 
politeness of the people and how they live 
their lives.

“I loved it, absolutely loved it,” Brooks 
said. “It’s a dramatically safe country, and it 
affects you immediately. You can leave your 
purse on a park bench and two hours later 
when you come back it’ll still be there.”

It is also where she worked for nonprofit 
organizations for the first time. Upon 
returning to New York, Brooks started 
working for the Mental Health Association 
of Westchester, where she eventually 
became senior communications and 
development associate.

“It gives you an opportunity at 
supporting things in the community that 
are needed,” she said of the satisfaction 
derived from working for nonprofit 
organizations.

For Brooks, it also allowed 
her to do what she could to 
help those suffering from 
mental health issues. She said 
there is a strong connection 
between yoga and how it helps 
with anxiety and depression.

“Anxiety is a really big issue 
for people, and just doing a 
simple breathing exercise, 
inhaling and exhaling,” 
Brooks said. “Just elongating 
your breath, the exhale, can 

be huge. It sounds so small but it can make 
such a huge difference for people who are 
dealing with anxiety.”

It was during her time at the Mental 
Health Association, that Brooks combined 
her passion for helping others with her 
love of yoga. She collaborated to create 
the annual Get on Your Mat for Mental 
Health, held each year on Court Street in 
downtown White Plains on the first day 
of summer, where hundreds gather on 
the street with their mats for a massive 
outdoor yoga session.

Brooks, who enjoys art, including 
painting and collage and serves on the 
Chappaqua Library Board of Trustees, said 
yoga is something she’ll always do.

“Most people, I think, they get into it 
and will do something every day, whether 
it’s only breathing, and there are wonderful 
positions for relaxation,” she said.

To learn more about the local workshops 
and the Yoga Teachers Association of the 
Hudson Valley, visit www.ytayoga.com.

know your
Neighbor

Audrey Brooks
Yoga Enthusiast, Mt. Kisco

FOR MORE THAN FOUR DECADES
WE HELPED POWER THE HUDSON VALLEY.

And now, as part of an agreement with the State, Entergy is working
toward an early and orderly shut down of Indian Point by 2021. 

Our agreement with New York State will see Indian Point 
Unit 2 shut down by April 30, 2020, and Unit 3 by April 
30, 2021. Until then, Indian Point will continue powering 
New York safely, securely and reliably with the facility’s 
full staff of nearly 1,000 nuclear industry professionals.

Entergy has owned the two nuclear plants at Indian Point 
for more than 15 years. Since purchasing the generating 
units, we’ve safely delivered hundreds of millions of 
megawatt hours of virtually emissions-free electricity 
to the Hudson Valley and New York City, while investing 
more than $1.3 billion in new equipment and safety 
improvements. 

Currently, Indian Point provides about 25 percent of 
the electricity used in New York City and Westchester 
each year. Indian Point’s capacity factor, the ratio 
of a plant’s actual output compared to its potential, 
has increased under Entergy’s ownership from 
approximately 60 percent to more than 90 percent. 
The plants at Indian Point have proven to be one of the 
most reliable generating stations in New York State.

Key considerations in our decision to shut down 
Indian Point ahead of schedule include sustained 
low and projected wholesale energy prices, as well 
as increased operating costs and continuing costs 
for license renewal beyond the $200 million already 
spent. Record low natural gas prices have driven down 
electricity prices in this area by about 55 percent 
over the last ten years, to a record low level. At this 
current and projected rate, Entergy simply couldn’t 
continue operating Indian Point in a manner that was 
economically viable.

We fully recognize that this planned shutdown is a 
signifi cant event for the local economy and for our 
surrounding communities. Importantly, we will be here 
for the next four-plus years, producing electricity, 
providing jobs and wages, paying taxes and making 
local purchases. In addition, following shutdown 
Entergy will provide $15 million in funding as part of our 
continued commitment to community stakeholders and 
environmental stewardship. We believe this approach 
supports an orderly shutdown, and provides time 

and resources for the state and local communities to 
transition to new energy and economic opportunities. 

As we work toward an orderly shutdown, safety is and 
will continue to be the top priority of everyone at Indian 
Point. Based on thousands of hours of inspections each 
year, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
has placed both plants in its top regulatory column for 
safety. We fully intend to continue this exemplary safety 
record over the coming years.

We thank all our neighbors here in the Hudson Valley, 
and especially in the Village of Buchanan, for your 
support and friendship. It has been an honor to serve 
you for more than four decades.

Entery_IPClosure_WestExaminer_9.75x5.8_137.indd   1 2/16/17   2:35 PM
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By Anna Young
What began as an informative public 

forum hosted by County Executive Rob 
Astorino last Monday evening was marred 
by an angry, aggressive overflow crowd 
at White Plains City Hall that continually 
disrupted the meeting.

Astorino’s appearance was the next event 
in the ongoing “Ask Astorino” series, which 
has been making its rounds throughout 
the county, where he discusses issues 
such as affordable housing, Indian Point, 
county taxes, plans to include an outdoor 
ice skating rink at Kensico Dam Plaza and 
the proposed privatization of Westchester 
Airport. 

But similar to elsewhere throughout the 
nation, where Republican officials have 
tried to address constituents at town hall 
meetings, last week’s forum turned ugly 
as chants that included “Rob Astorino 
has to go,” from the roughly 300 people in 
attendance took over the event. 

Heavy security surrounded Astorino, 
with almost 200 people inside City Hall 
and about another 100 protestors outside, 
forced to stand behind police lines. About 
20 uniformed White Plains police officers 
were on hand, indicating that large numbers 
were expected. 

But security didn’t stop the crowd from 
screaming at Astorino and turning on one 
another as residents inside and outside of 
the building began arguing issues such as 

gun control, immigration, climate change 
and funding for Planned Parenthood.

After Astorino finished his 20-minute 
presentation, he opened the floor to answer 
questions, which included inquiries about 
President Donald Trump’s executive 
order restricting travel by refugees and 
immigrants from seven predominantly 
Muslim countries, environmental issues, 
police relations, recent Westchester hate 
crimes and his veto allowing a gun show at 
the County Center.

“The purpose of our immigration laws 
is to make sure the right people come into 
our country,” Astorino said. “I am not, nor 
will I ever, favor a religious test to enter 
our country, but a background check 
absolutely.”

As Astorino defended his decision to veto 

legislation allowing gun shows to be held 
on county property, he received scattered 
applause, but also loud yelling and chants of 
“Shame.”

He explained the pistol permit process 
and how his decision was based on the law. 
The county executive added that there’s 
been a surge in pistol permit applications 
from women and small business owners. 

“These are legitimate rights of people 
whether you like it or not,” he said. 

When it was suggested by a county 
resident that banning gun shows would 
reduce bias incidents within the county, 
Astorino stated officials throughout the 
county do not tolerate hate crimes, but are 
unable to control the actions of all of those 
bent on disruption.

During the 90-minute forum, members 

of the crowd grew increasingly frustrated, 
screaming “Answer the question,” “This is 
what democracy looks like,” and “Do your 
job.” Many said they felt Astorino evaded 
their questions.

“This is very discouraging to see how 
citizens are shoved aside by our county 
executive, to be treated like outsiders 
and not citizens is a total insult,” said an 
Ossining resident who refused to give her 
name. “I would like to see a public hearing 
really be a public hearing because we’re here 
to make our voices heard because we care 
about democracy.”

Others argued that their free speech was 
limited, asserting that security confiscated 
homemade signs they had brought to the 
event. 

Joseph Dalli, a county public safety 
employee, explained that wood signs or 
large signs that obstructed the views of other 
people were removed for safety reasons.

Larchmont resident Lori Wells said 
her two signs made out of 8-by-10-inch 
construction paper were seized and thrown 
away in front of her. 

Stacy DiCristofaro, also from Larchmont, 
was critical of Astorino, saying that 
Westchester needs a more effective leader to 
support its citizens. 

“Call my office is not a good enough 
response, it’s not acceptable because he 
works for me,” she said.

Astorino Confronted By Angry Crowd at White Plains Forum
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County Executive Rob Astorino held another forum in his “Ask Astorino” town 
hall series last week but a rowdy, overflow crowd repeatedly interrupted him 
during the 90-minute meeting.

ANNA YOUNG PHOTOS
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SEt IN tHE HEARt Of tHE VILLAGE   
Pleasantville | $1,175,000 | Stunning 4-bedroom, 4-bath Colonial has been completely
renovated with modern updates while maintaining the charm from the early 1900’s.
Updated kitchen with granite counters and stainless steel appliances, living room with
fireplace, dining room with trey ceiling and beautifully detailed woodwork, family room with
11-ft. vaulted ceiling and fireplace plus study. 4701372 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988

LOCAtION, LOCAtION, LOCAtION   
Chappaqua | $659,000 | Story-book 3-bedroom, 2-bath Cape rests on level yard in a
desirable Chappaqua Ridge neighborhood. Expanded and renovated yet still offering a
flexible open floor plan including a first floor bedroom and full bathroom. Perfectly suited
to today's lifestyle. Move right in and have the ability to walk to train and town. Web#
4702119 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988

BEAUtIfUL fOxwOOD CONDO  
Pleasantville | $419,000 | Light and bright 2-bedroom plus den, 1.5-bath garden unit in
quiet location enjoys wooded and courtyard views. Eat-in kitchen with dining area and door
out to balcony. Spacious living room. Complex offers a picturesque country setting,
meticulously kept grounds, 3 pools, tennis courts and plenty of parking. Minutes to charming
Villages of Pleasantville and Chappaqua. Web# 4705716 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988

INCREDIBLE VALUE   
Pleasantville | $394,000 | This brick Cape Cod-style home offer endless potential. Main
level offers a living room with brick fireplace, dining room and eat-in kitchen plus 2
spacious bedrooms and a full bath. The upper level features 2 additional bedrooms and
a full bath. Full unfinished walk out basement leads to a lush, level yard. Breezeway to the
garage. Web# 4707079 Armonk Office 914.273.1001

101 KING STREET,CHAPPAQUA, NY 10514.  914.238.3988. ©
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Perhaps you’ve never 
thought much about foam 
rubber as a stuffing for 
furnishings, but I for one 
have never cared for it. In 
fact, I’ve always had a kind of 
inborn aversion toward foam 
rubber.

I remember how 
disappointed I was not so 
long ago when I ordered a 
wingback chair from Macy’s 
through a newspaper ad, not 
thinking about the materials 
used, and finding it stuffed 
with foam rubber.  Well, I 
thought, it’s not as though 
I acquired the throne from 
King Tut’s tomb. It was 
relatively inexpensive and I’d just live 
with it until I found a replacement with 
better materials before removing the 
rubbery edition to the guest bedroom. 
For me, sitting on foam rubber makes 
me feel suspended in space by little air 
bubbles and never quite settled in place. 
This is not a new issue with me.

I still remember the joy and 
excitement when my mother came 
home one day with several tremendous 
paper bags filled with new pillows for 
the whole family.  

“And they’re foam rubber!” she 

exclaimed, as though modern 
science had finally reached 
our home. I was only seven 
years old and had little to say 
about what surrounded me in 
our home, but one thing was 
certain: when I lay my head 
on foam rubber, I couldn’t 
sleep. I simply tossed the 
pillow aside and lay flat on the 
mattress.

Mother insisted that I try 
to get used to it, but after 
a week of tossing my new 
pillow aside, feisty fellow that 
I was, she finally relented and 
bought me a feather down 
pillow. My older brother and 
sister knew from that point 

that I was the “different” sibling in the 
family, and I rather liked the distinction.  

There was only one application in my 
home where foam rubber has served as 
an ice breaker among first-time visitors 
to my home. It was its use as the mat 
beneath the wall-to-wall carpeting 
in our central hallway, the result of a 
somewhat arbitrary decision made some 
years ago. The red carpeting already had 
a deep rich pile, and combined with the 
mat, visitors literally sink into it as they 
walk across, all but losing their balance 
– especially women in heels.  

I couldn’t swear to it because I’m not 
the testing lab for Consumer Reports, 
but I suspect that its use has extended 
the life of that carpeting many years. 

Where did this foamy substance 
come from, I wondered, and how long 
has it been around? I learned online 
that the pioneering work was done by 
an Otto Bayer in Germany in 1937. I’m 
sure many people who enjoy bouncing 
around on it are grateful for his work 
ever since. 

But as for me, I’m an old-fashioned 
guy who likes sofa pillows filled with 
goose feathers and goose down that 
have to be plumped up again after I sit 
on them. I remember the time when an 
exceptionally large fellow came to our 
home and sat on our camelback loveseat 
and all but squashed its all-down pillow 
to a flat pancake. When he rose to leave 
the room, unconsciously I went to the 
chair to fluff up the pillow again. While 
he made a joke of it, saying that I might 
at least have waited until he left the room 
to restore the furniture, I’m sure he was 
hurt by it, and I was embarrassed.

While down pillows are the highest 
quality filling that can be purchased, 
they are also the most expensive. They 
must have down-proof ticking under 
the upholstery fabric to prevent feathers 
from poking through. Sometimes they 

still do. Also, there is the constant re-
fluffing required. However, down used 
with other materials, such as polyester 
fiber, is a good option.  

To be fair, there are foams labeled 
“high resilient” (HR) that are more 
comfortable and reduce that droopy, 
saggy feel that can come over time. It 
even comes with an “indentation force 
deflection” number ranging between 
6 and 45 that tells you in advance the 
softness or firmness of the upholstered 
piece.

The foam stuffing in that 
disappointing wingback chair, however, 
must have been on the lower end of the 
scale. It has since been donated to a 
worthy charity and hopefully to a happy 
new owner who doesn’t have so much 
a princess-and-the-pea issue as I do. I 
have since replaced that chair with one 
that features a pillow that, when I plop 
on it, doesn’t bounce back at me. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

My Lifelong Aversion to Foam Rubber in the Home

1. convoluted (adj.)
   A) cube shaped   B) tapering to a point   C) coiled

2. lunette (n.)
   A) a diamond shaped object   B) a spherical body   C) a crescent shaped object

3. dendroid (adj.)
   A) disk-shaped   B) tree-shaped   C) tooth-shaped 

4. decussate (adj.)
   A) X-shaped   B) Y-shaped   C) Z-shaped

5. volute (n.)
   A) five-faced polyhedron   B) a scroll-shaped form    C) a pointed apex

6. obcordate (adj.)
   A) having no right angle   B) broadly elliptical   C) heart-shaped 

7. torus (n.)
   A) a rounded mass   B) doughnut-shaped surface   C) a hollow cylinder 

8. amygdaloid (adj.)
   A) almond-shaped   B) shaped like a wand    C) chainlike in shape

Shapes of Things to Come. This week the quiz is based on words associated with shapes. I’ll 
give it to you straight, this is not a pyramid scheme, but rather a chance to get your vocabulary 
ship-shape. Now that your interest is peaked, have fun doing the quiz and don’t get bent out of 
shape if you do not get them all correct.

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz 

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. C. Twisted, wound together, coiled 
2. C. A crescent or half moon shaped object
3. B. Tree-shaped; dendriform
4. A. Intersected or crossed in the form of an X 

5. B. A spiral or scroll-shaped form 
6. C. Heart-shaped with the narrow end at the base
7. B. A surface having the shape of a doughnut 
8. A. Almond-shaped 
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.

MIKE RICHTER

Bar Specials, Rangers Trivia & Giveaways
Need a ride? ECC is providing a round trip bus from MSG to the casino.

Please email; EmpireCityCasinoViewingParty@msg.com in order to reserve.

MEET AND GREET WITH RANGERS LEGEND

SUNDAY, MARCH 12TH  • 6PM • Rangers vs. Detroit

R A N G E R S
V I E W I N G  P A R T Y

SUNDAY, MARCH 12TH  • 6PM • Rangers vs. Detroit
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By Martin Wilbur
A popular upscale Chappaqua resale 

shop that had been in danger of closing 
has received a new lease on life open after 
Support Connection came to terms to 
operate the store.

The Discovery Shop, which for about 
30 years helped raise money for the 
American Cancer Society at 400 King 
St., was taken over last Wednesday by the 
Yorktown-based nonprofit that provides 
services to women battling breast and 
ovarian cancer and their families.

Fantastic Finds is the store’s new name, 
but other than the name change and some 
minor details, it will operate similarly to 
its longtime predecessor. 

Kathleen Quinn, Support Connection’s 
executive director, said she was 
approached by a few of the organization’s 
advocates last year who brought the 
impending closure of The Discovery Shop 
to her attention. Following a review, the 
Support Connection board of directors 
determined that it was a good opportunity 
for a new revenue stream for the 21-year-
old organization and could help broaden 
its audience, she said.

“It also is an opportunity for people 
in the Chappaqua area and central 
Westchester to get to know what we do,” 
Quinn said. “So we think it’s going to be 
a great way to, even though we’re so busy 
and we have so many people come to us, 
this is another opportunity to let people 

know we’re there for them.”
Quinn said the previous lease expired 

Feb. 28. It is anticipated the shop could 
boost revenues for Support Connection’s 
current $538,000 operating budget by 
$75,000 to $100,000 annually, she said. 
The lease is for five years. 

Support Connection retained the 
same manager, Joanne Mortell, and its 
roster of about 50 volunteers who take 
turns staffing the shop Monday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Mortell said Support Connection’s 
arrival was a relief to the volunteers who 
enjoyed working at the store and didn’t 
want to see it close as well as for the people 
who come looking for bargains. Last year 
when word reached some volunteers the 
store could close, they reached out to 
several nonprofits.

“They were all very concerned, so some 
of the volunteers contacted other charities 
and sent letters out and we had a couple 
of charities that were quite interested, 
Support Connection being one of them,” 
said Mortell, who has volunteered at the 
shop for 28 years.

Branching out to Chappaqua is not only 
likely to extend Support Connection’s 
reach, but already new shoppers have 
visited, including two women who came 
down from Putnam Valley during on 
Fantastic Finds’ first day, Mortell said.

Similar to before, Fantastic Finds will 
accept only new or gently used men’s and 

women’s clothing, jewelry, accessories, 
household items such as small or accent 
furniture, housewares, small appliances 
and china and musical instruments. 
Electronics, including computers and 
DVD and CD players, are not accepted.

Donations of those items are accepted 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day the 
store is open. Everything in the store is 
from donations.

Quinn said she is grateful for the new 
opportunity and to open a new chapter in 
Support Connection’s history.

“We’re very, very proud that we do our 
work well,” she said. “We take pride and 
passion in the work that we do.”

The shop will be getting a new telephone 
number shortly. For more information, 
visit www.supportconnection.org.

Lighthouse Theatre Director to Manage Chappaqua Arts Venue
By Martin Wilbur

New Castle officials last week approved 
the appointment of Lighthouse Youth 
Theatre founder and Artistic Director 
John Fanelli to manage the Wallace 
Auditorium at Chappaqua Crossing.

In a separate move, the board also 
approved renaming the facility the 
Chappaqua Performing Arts Center.

The town has entered into a five-
year professional services contract 
with Fanelli and his Armonk-based 
youth theater company to manage the 
auditorium, said Councilwoman Lisa 
Katz. New Castle took ownership of the 
facility last year as part of an agreement 
with Chappaqua Crossing developer 
Summit/Greenfield.

“He is going to bring a lot of new 
ideas,” said Katz, the town board’s liaison 
to the Arts & Culture Committee. “He’s 
wonderful with youths, he’s very well-
respected in our community, so we’re 
very happy to have him.”

She said other top candidates for the 
position will also work with Fanelli on a 
variety of projects.

As part of the agreement, Fanelli will 
bring municipal youth theater programs 
to the town, Katz said. He will not be 
paid up front but if revenues at the venue 
exceed certain thresholds each year, he 
will be paid a certain percentage above 
those levels, she said.

Katz did not provide what the annual 
revenue targets are or what percentage 
would be used to calculate any money 
that Fanelli would earn from the position.

Fanelli founded Lighthouse Youth 
Theatre in 2006 and has long been 
involved in stage productions for 
youngsters.

Town Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
said New Castle has been noted for its 
top sports and recreation programs for 
children, and now with the hiring of 
Fanelli and the programs he will bring, 
the town will emerge as a leader in youth 
arts and culture.

“Kids would be forced to go to other 
towns for programs,” Greenstein said. 

“Now these kids are going to have 
programs in our town, so I think it’s 
incredible.”

Lighting and sound upgrades are being 
made at the Chappaqua Performing Arts 
Center, which was built in 1987. Katz said 
the name change will be a benefit to the 
town, making it instantly recognizable 
and raising its profile.

“I think it’s much more demonstrative 
of where it is so people can find it and the 
type of entertainment we want to have 
there,” she said.

Left to right, Fantastic Finds volunteers Ellen Cober, store manager Joanne Mortell, Jennie Menton and 
Pauline Gudisman are pictured with Support Connection staff  member Celeste Baccari at the Chappaqua 
shop. Last week Support Connection took over operation of the store at 400 King St.

Support Connection Takes Over Longtime Chappaqua Resale Store 

The Wallace Auditorium at Chappaqua Crossing 
was officially renamed the Chappaqua 
Performing Arts Center last week. The town 
also entered into a five-year agreement with 
Lighthouse Youth Theatre founder and Artistic 
Director John Fanelli to manage the facility.

Tent Spaces for P’ville Music Fest to Go 
on Sale March 11

The 13th annual Pleasantville Music 
Festival has announced that Tent City 
spaces will be available for this year’s 
festival, beginning this Saturday, Mar. 
11. The tent spaces are exclusively sold 
through the Pleasantville Recreation 
Center office.

Tent City sites for the 2017 festival, 
scheduled for Saturday, July 8, will be on 
sale for the first time from 8 a.m. until 
noon this Saturday at the recreation 
office located at 48 Marble Ave. The office 
is open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Prices for tent spaces range from $75 
for the front row, $60 for the second row 
and $50 for all other rows. A minimum of 
two festival tickets must be purchased at 
the current price level with each tent site 

sale. If festival tickets have already been 
purchased, proof of purchase must be 
supplied. Purchasers must provide their 
own tents. The Pleasantville Recreation 
Center accepts only cash and checks 
(made out to the Village of Pleasantville). 
No credit cards are accepted. Advance 
ticket prices are $40 per adult ticket, 
$28 for students (12 to 21 years old) and 
seniors 65 and over.

The Pleasantville Music Festival, 
known as New York’s Backyard Jam, 
has great local food and drink, a warm 
positive vibe and world-class rock.

Up-to-the-minute information will be 
posted on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and at www.pleasantvillemusicfestival.
com. 
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By Anna Young
The economy can be quite 

unpredictable and life’s challenges 
can play havoc with so many people’s 
personal finances. 

To address those challenges and 
point people toward a more secure 
financial future, Leslie Tayne, founder 
and CEO of Tayne Law Group (TLG), is 
expanding her law practice nationwide 
and developing a Debt Resolution 
Franchise Program. 

Tayne opened her practice 16 years 
ago, offering debt management, debt 
resolution and bankruptcy alternatives 
for consumers, business owners and 
professionals who are in need of help 
with managing their finances. There are 
existing offices in Mount Kisco, White 
Plains, Long Island and Manhattan.

Tayne said it was critical to open a 
client-centric law firm that specializes 

in creating financial solutions while 
providing a supportive and trusting 
environment. 

“There’s so much anxiety people have 
with law firms and dealing with their 
debt,” Tayne said. “I created this position 
to help customers and consumers deal 
with credit card debt, student loan debt 
and provide real world solutions to not 
only help people get out of debt but live 
with the debts they do have and create a 
better financial future.”

Tayne’s firm also offers support 
services for clients who have unsecured 
loans, lines of credit, consumer-based 
loans and business loans. 

“It’s a very dangerous area of the law 
because you’re taking people’s financial 
lives, and if you misstep someone’s 
financial situation, you put them in a 
seriously compromising position,” she 
said.

Looking to expand her services 
outside the state, Tayne created a Debt 
Resolution Franchise Program allowing 
her to further advance her mission to 
reshape the debt resolution industry. 

“What I’ve found over the years is 
there’s a real need for debt resolution 
services that are trustworthy, reliable 

and that don’t take people for granted 
and truly make a difference in people’s 
lives,” Tayne said. “That’s what I created 
with this program.”

Her business model focuses on 
building an environment of trust, 
comfort and results to point her clients 
toward financial freedom. The model 
includes an open-door policy she 
established that does not charge clients 
service fees or an hourly rate. 

Tayne explained the firm examines 
a client’s total debt, creates a financial 
strategy and devises a budgeted monthly 
payment of what the client can afford 
while leaving plenty of leeway. The firm 
doesn’t earn its fee until the creditors 
are paid, she said.

“When people have debt there’s no 
extra money and they think the lawyer 
will cost them so much money,” Tayne 
said. “I’ve created the program on a 
formula that it does not negatively 
impact and make things worse. We want 
to make things better, we want happy 
clients.”

Tayne Law Group, P.C. is located at 
118 N. Bedford Rd. in Mount Kisco and 
445 Hamilton Ave. in White Plains. For 
more information call 914-301-3300.

Leslie Tayne, founder and CEO of Tayne Law Group.
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Tayne Law Group
Mt. Kisco

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Tuesday, Mar. 7
Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 

with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

Social Security Information Session. 
The first in a three-part elder law series. 
Whether you are in the early stages of 
planning your retirement or already 
retired, these programs will provide 
valuable information to guide you along in 
the process. Phelps Hospital Auditorium, 
701 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also Mar. 14, 21 and 28. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Wednesday, Mar. 8
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-up. Whether you 
just gave birth to your first or fourth child, 
join us and enjoy time to meet and chat 
with other new moms in the Romperee 
Indoor Playground. This is not a structured 
class, but rather an opportunity to hang 
out with your new baby. We also invite 
guest speakers to come and share their 
expertise about various topics that interest 
parents of new babies. World Cup Schools, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 

a.m. Free. Every Wednesday through June 
21. Info: 914-238-9267.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 
provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 800-272-3900 or visit www.
alz.org/hudsonvalley. 

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 

Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Meditation Series: Midday Mind 
Break. Benefits of meditation include 
increase focus and memory; increased 
health; reduced stress, anxiety and pain; 
and increased productivity and happiness. 
Led by Alka Kaminer. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd., East, 
Armonk. 12:15 p.m. Free. Also Mar. 15, 
22 and 29. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.com.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Also Mar. 15, 22 and 29. Info: 914-
273-3887. 

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org. 

Lego Club. We provide the Legos, you 
bring your imagination. A fun-building 
club for students in grades 2-6. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4 to 6 p.m. Free. Meets the second 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-864-
8041.

Art Series: Berthe Morisot. Women’s 
History Month continues with a look at the 
Impressionist works of Edouard Manet’s 
sister-in-law, born in 1841. This French 
artist first exhibited her work at 23 years 
old and the subsequent years found her 
developing her own artistic voice as she 
moved into the Impressionist style. Equally 
comfortable in oils, watercolors and pastels, 
her images of the countryside were just as 
lauded as her portraits. Discussion led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Agriculture: A Carbon-Free Diet. 
Each of us make food choices multiple 
times daily, and the aggregate pollution 
of those decisions has major impacts on 
our global climate. Experts dish on the 
carbon intensive industrial agriculture 
system. Topics to be explored include food 
labeling, homesteading and regenerative 
food systems. Part of the Climate Science, 

Climate Action Series. In partnership 
with the Lower Hudson Sierra Group. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. Refreshments at 7 p.m. 
Program at 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-
3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.
org.

Timing is Everything: A Lecture on 
Plants, Pollinators and People. This 
engaging lecture will cover phenology, why 
it can help us understand the ecological 
impacts of climate change, how you can 
join thousands of community scientists 
around the world in phenological 
monitoring and what the public can do 
to create pollinator gardens and restore 
habitat in your community. Led by Kerissa 
Battle, a research ecologist whose work is 
focused on social-ecological connectivity, 
network resilience and plant-pollinator 
conservation. Katonah Village Library, 26 
Bedford Rd., Katonah. Refreshments at 7 
p.m. Lecture at 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
232-1999 or visit www.bedfordaudubon.
org.

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

Thursday, Mar. 9
Breakfast Club. A monthly breakfast 

meeting designed for seniors. Includes 
breakfast, a presentation on a topic of 
interest to seniors and a light exercise 
program. Phelps Hospital cafeteria, 701 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 8:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937. 

Osteoporosis Education and Support 
Group. For individuals with osteoporosis, 
providing education on nutrition, exercise, 
medication and activities of daily living. 
Phelps Hospital Boardroom (Level C), 701 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 10:45 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-2270.

Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 

continued on page 24
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This month is a 
time of seasonal 
change, as we head 
toward spring and 
the sense of renewal 
it brings. If we take 
a moment to notice 
the subtle shifts 
in nature that are 
quietly happening 
around us, such as 
snowdrop flowers 
peeking out of the 
ground or the sun 
setting later in the 
day, it can be helpful 
to ground us on 
appreciating the moment.

Another way we can feel refreshed 
is by stepping away, even if just 
briefly, from the pull of needing to 
be connected constantly 
by phones, computers 
and televisions. One 
way to approach this is 
by finding an activity on which we 
are so focused that we lose track of 
time, resulting in reduced stress, 

increased happiness 
and enhanced 
creativity.  

The renowned 
Hungarian 
psychologist Mihaly 
Csikszentmihalyi 
defined this 
experience as flow, 
and he extensively 
researched and 
wrote on the topic.  
Csikszentmihalyi 
once said that 
flow is “…being 
completely involved 
in an activity for its 

own sake. The ego falls away. Time 
flies. Every action, movement and 
thought follows inevitably from the 
previous one, like playing jazz. Your 

whole being is involved, 
and you’re using your 
skills to the utmost.” 

This is also known as 
being in the zone (typically referring 
to sports or competitive activities) 
or being in the groove.

Following are three general areas 
to consider as you choose an activity 
to try this month. I hope you feel 
rejuvenated.  

Athletic 
What type of movement did you 

enjoy when you were a child? Is 
there a particular physical activity 
that you have wanted to try? If so, try 
a group class or individual 
instruction. Observe how 
you feel during and after 
the sport.

Creative 
Play a musical 

instrument; it need 
not be complicated or 
expensive. Make a piece 
of art or experiment 
with a new recipe. Write 
in a journal free-form, 
without expectations about 
length of time or topic. Cultivate 
playfulness with a child or with your 
dog. Plan out your garden.

Sensory
Pay attention to your senses as 

you go through the day. As you 

enjoy your meals, notice the vibrant 
color of the vegetables, the scent of 
the ripe fruits* and the texture of 
the grains. Experiment with various 
ingredients or spices.  

Let me know how what activities 
you decide to try this month!

*Helpful fact: If you decide to 
enjoy an exotic fruit such as a 

pineapple this month, 
the way to tell that it is 
ripe is as follows: gently 
pluck one of the leaves at 
the top of the pineapple, 
and if the leaf comes out 
easily, the fruit is ripe.  

Joanne Witmyer is the 
founder of Indigo Health 
and Wellness, based in 
Briarcliff Manor. She 
teaches group workshops, 

offers consulting to 
companies and helps individuals 
achieve their wellness goals – 
particularly during times of change 
and transition. You can reach Joanne 
at 914-208-1022 or at Joanne@
IndigoHW.com.  

Immersing Yourself in an Activity Can Be Rejuvenating 

By Joanne Witmyer

Nourish
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 030717

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
Medical Billing and Coding Career 
Training at Sullivan and Cogliano Train-
ing Centers Call 1-888-535- 9909 or click 
learn.sctrain.edu Financial Aid Available 
to those who qualify. sctrain.edu/disclo-
sures

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HELP WANTED
IN-HOUSE IT SUPPORT (Osorio 
Cachaya Law Offices, PLLC; White Plains, 
NY): Manage and maintain servers, PC’s, 
software and hardware, back-up servers, 
and troubleshoot IT issues. Need (1) B.A. 
Degree in IT related field with coursework 
in networking and network security, (2) at 
least three years of experience in IT; and 
(3) fluent in English & Spanish. F/T, avail-
able for (1) 9 AM to 5 PM and/or (2) 12 
PM to 8 PM. Interested parties fax re-
sumes to (914) 761-8076..

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
Cash buyer seeks large acreage 200+ 
acres in the Central/Finger Lakes and 
Catskills Regions of NY State. Brokers 
welcome. For immediate confidential re-
sponse, call 607-353-8068 or email info@
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LAWN AND GARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES -SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg 
$129 Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367
www.lowcosttrees.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LEARN-
ING ANALYTICS GROUP, LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/07/2011. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 

process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
2435 Pinetree Pl Yorktown Hts, NY 
10598 Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF STONE 
HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC. Filed 
with SSNY on January 3, 2017. Office in 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC. upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Lisa Stone 2245 Mark Rd., Yorktown 
Heights NY, 10598. Purpose: Any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF THE FORMATION OF: 
HALITE GROUP, LLC.  ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 12/30/16.  Office lo-
cation: Westchester.  SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process: 
156 Great Oak Lane, Pleasantville, NY  
10570.  Purpose: any lawful acts. Pro-
vides management consulting services. 

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF 
BEVERAGE MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES LLC, a foreign limited liability 
company (“LLC”) Cert. of Authority filed 
with Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/14/16. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served, SSNY shall mail process to: David 
B. Petshaft, P.C. 222 Bloomingdale Rd, 
Ste 116, White Plains, NY 10605. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: RAY 
BLUE MUSIC, LLC. Articles of or-
ganization filed with NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) on 11/29/16. Office in Westches-
ter County, SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 107  
Armstrong Avenue, Peekskill, NY 
10566, which is also the principal  
business location. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE G ELITE SPORTS 
AND FITNESS, LLC. Art. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 12/22/16, with an exis-
tence date of 01/01/2017. Office: Putnam 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 39 Hilltop Dr., Mahopac, NY 
10541. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FRUIT 
& PEPPER, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/30/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 109 
Robins Rd., New Rochelle, NY 10801. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MEN-
TAL HEALTH COUNSELING SER-
VICE WESTCHESTER, PLLC. Arts of 
org filed with Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 01/26/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
the PLLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 110 Washington Ave., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: To provide Mental 
Health Counseling.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC).  
NAME: DGOLDCONSULTING, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 01/04/17. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 24 Larissa 
Lane; Thornwood, New York 10594, 
principal business location of the LLC. 
Purpose: any lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NO-
ZELGOV, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on Jan. 06, 2017. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Yves Jerome 60 Morrow 
Ave. 5KS Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF YOU-
CREATE, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/13/17.  Office in Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 25 Caruso Pl., Armonk, NY 
10504. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF McAllis-
ter & Quinn, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/24/2017. 
Office: N/A. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail process to the principal busi-
ness address: 1030 15th St NW, Ste 590W, 
Washington, DC 20005. Purpose: any 
lawful acts.

FORGEMASTER GAMES, LLC, Filed 
w/ NY Dept. of State on January 5, 2017, 
Located at 622 Midland Ave, Yonkers, NY, 
10704, Westchester County. The NY Sec-
retary of STATE has been designated as 
the agent upon whom may be served may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
NY 11228. Purpose Any Lawful Act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KDB 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with SSNY 
on 2/15/17.  Office Location: Putnam  

continued on next page
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A false positive screening 
mammogram is defined as a 
mammogram that results in calling 
back a patient for additional imaging. 
For every 1,000 women having a 
screening mammogram, 100 are called 
back, 20 of those are recommended to 
have a biopsy and five of these women 
are diagnosed with breast cancer. 

Reassuring a patient that 
the overwhelming majority of 
mammograms and even biopsies are 
normal can calm much of a woman’s 
anticipatory anxiety. 

Unfortunately, patients who 
have had a false positive screening 
mammogram are more likely to delay 
a return for their next screening. For 
women over the age of 50, delaying 
a mammogram or getting one every 
other year, would miss up to 30 percent 
of cancers. Additionally, one out of six 
breast cancers occur in women 40 to 
49 years old. Typically, cancers found 

in younger women 
grow faster and are 
more aggressive. 
Thus, missing an 
annual screening at 
any age can lead to a 
considerable increase 
in morbidity and 
mortality.

When calculating 
the individual risk 
of a patient for 
developing breast 
cancer, current 
models include the 
number of false 
positive biopsies a 
woman has had. Women who have 
had a false positive mammogram 
are actually at a greater risk for 
subsequently developing breast cancer. 
This is why it is extremely important 
that women don’t miss or delay an 
annual screening mammography, 

even if they have had 
the experience of 
having a false positive 
mammogram in the 
past.

Fortunately, there 
have been more 
recent advancements 
in breast imaging, 
resulting in a 
decreased number of 
false positives. Digital 
breast tomosynthesis, 
or more commonly 
known as 3D 
mammography, has 

led to a 30 to 40 percent 
reduction in the call-back rate.

Furthermore, proper screening 
technique is essential. It is imperative 
that a woman get screened at an 
American College of Radiology-
accredited facility (ACR), which 
ensures the acquired images adhere to 

strict quality standards. Additionally, 
board certified radiologists 
specializing in breast imaging have 
the most experience in interpreting 
these studies. This advanced level of 
expertise ensures the highest quality 
of interpretation. 

At Northern Westchester Hospital 
and Yorktown Imaging at Northern 
Westchester Hospital, the breast 
imaging radiologists each have more 
than 20 years of such experience. We 
also have the latest, most up to date, 
specialized equipment, including the 
3D mammography unit.

Schedule your mammography 
today. Yorktown Imaging at Northern 
Westchester Hospital can be reached 
at 914-245-5200.

Dr. Stefanie Zalasin is a breast-
imaging specialist and site director 
of Yorktown Imaging at Northern 
Westchester Hospital.

Don’t Let False Positive Stop You From Annual Mammogram

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 030717
continued from previous page
County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: KDB Prop-
erty Maintenance LLC, P.O. Box 1669, 
Carmel, NY 10512. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 197 
FOWLER ROAD, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on February 13, 2017. 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent for service of process  
on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of  
process to: Timothy J. Maher, 12 Oak 
Valley Lane, Purchase, New York 10577.  

Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY  
DIRECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.

COM TO VIEW PLANS AND IN-
VOICES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN.  
845-734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
FINGER LAKES WATERFRONT 6.5 
acres- $99,900 Long lake frntge, beauti-
ful private woodlands, Pristine spring fed 
lake! 15 tracts avail from 2 to 25 acres! 
Buy now! Prices and int rates will be ris-
ing! Call 888-479-3394 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

LENDER FORCES SALE! 39 acres- 
$89,900 WELL BELOW MARKET! Beau-
tiful Catskill Mtn setting. Views, woods, 
meadows, stonewalls! Approved for  
your new getaway! Terms avail.  
Call 888-905 8847

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-

tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

FREON R12 WANTED: We PICK UP 
and pay CA$H for R12. Cylinders or case 
of cans. EPA certified. (312) 291-9169; 
sell@refrigerantfinders.com

To Place a 
Classified Ad  

Call 914-864-0878 
or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays 
at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

By Dr. Stefanie Zalasin

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS   •  914-864-0878
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Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Bridge for Beginners With Joel 
Goren. Classes for beginners who want 
to learn the basics of bridge. The lessons 
are designed for players with little or no 
previous knowledge of bridge. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:15 a.m. Free. Also 
Mar. 16, 23 and 30. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Bridge for the Advanced Beginner/
Intermediate Player. Do you want to 
improve your bridge game? but you’re too 
advanced for the beginner class? for people 
with some knowledge of the game. With 
Joel Goren. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 2 p.m. 
Free. Also Mar. 16, 23 and 30. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Author Talk. George Saunders, one of 
the literary world’s most beloved authors, 
will talk about his new novel, “Lincoln 

in the Bardo,” and his other works. The 
event will be a highlight of the Durst 
Distinguished Lecture Series, which brings 
preeminent writers to the public. Purchase 
College’s Humanities Lecture Hall, 735 
Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 4:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-251-6550 or visit www.
purchase.edu.

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Scholars Lecture: New York and the 
U.S. Constitution. A lecture led by Akhil 
Reed Amar, a sterling professor of law and 
political science at Yale, where he received 
the university’s highest award for excellence 
in teaching. Followed by a book signing. 
John Jay Homestead, 400 Jay St. (Route 22), 
Katonah. Registration and refreshments at 
6:15 p.m. Lecture at 7 p.m. Members: $20. 
Non-members: $25. Reservations strongly 
suggested. Info and reservations: 914-232-
8119, e-mail friends@johnjayhomestead.
org. or visit www.johnjayhomestead.org.

Author Talk. Come learn why the 
beautiful and unique photographs of 
people, farms, mansions, Kensico Dam, 
Armonk Airport, schools, churches and 
celebrations were included in Sharon 
Tomback’s recent book from Arcadia 
Publishing “North Castle.” North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Neko Case. This two-time Grammy 
nominee is the consummate career artist 
– fearless and versatile, with a fierce work 
ethic and a constant drive to search deeper 
within herself for creative growth. Case 
began collecting her musical community 
shortly after leaving home at 15. Known 
now for her extraordinary voice and 
songwriting, she drummed for emerging 
punk groups, including Cub and Maow. 
Out of that punk foundation, however, 
grew Case’s exploration of country. “The 
Virginian,” her 1997 solo debut, is a 
joyous collection of originals and covers. 
Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown 
St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $45, $65, $80 and 
$100. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or 
visit www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Friday, Mar. 10
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 

Group. If you’re caring for a loved one 
with Alzheimer’s disease, receive the 
emotional, educational and social support 
needed to successfully care for someone 
with dementia.  Phelps Hospital, Room 
545, 755 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 10 
a.m. to noon. Free. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-366-3937. 

Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with 
Amy. A great dance fitness workout for 

those who like to sweat, sizzle and tone 
while moving to the beat of exhilarating 
rhythms with a low impact/high intensity 
approach. A perfect class for those who 
need to protect vulnerable body parts such 
as knees, shoulders and back. Try a free 
trial class. Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 
Memorial Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 
11 a.m. to noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every 
Friday. Also Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Info: Call or text the instructor at 914-643-
6162.

Friday Night Cinema: “Bread and 
Tulips.” This Italian award-winning 
comedy from director Silvio Soldini stars 
Bruno Ganz as a mysterious waiter who 
helps out the lovely Rosalba when her 
family completely forgets about her during 
a family vacation and leaves her stranded 
with no way to get home. An unplanned 
detour to Venice can never be a bad 
idea – or can it? In Italian with English 
subtitles. Post-screening discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

“The Drowsy Chaperone.” Beat the 
winter blues and enjoy an uproarious 
evening of madcap music and dance with 
the annual Pleasantville High School 
production. Pleasantville High School, 60 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 8 p.m. Adults: 
$15. Children, seniors and students: $12. 
Also Mar. 11, 17 and 18 at 8 p.m. and Mar. 
12 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: 866-967-8187 
or visit www.phsplay.org 

Saturday, Mar. 11
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

Pleasantville Farmers Market is the 
largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester and the one voted “Best 
of Westchester” in 2014 to 2016 by the 
readers of Westchester Magazine. With 
over 40 vendors participating in the indoor 
market, the delicious good time continues. 
Pleasantville Middle School, 40 Romer 
Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday through Mar. 25. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Echoes and Reflections: Professional 
Development Program on Teaching 
the Holocaust. Echoes and Reflections 
is a multimedia program that provides 
U.S. secondary-level educators with 
professional development and print 
and online resources to teach about the 
Holocaust in today’s classrooms. Includes 
a light breakfast and lunch. In-service or 
Continuing Teacher and Leader Education 
(CTLE) hours will be awarded. The 
second of a three-part series scheduled for 
consecutive Saturdays. New Rochelle High 
School, 265 Clove Rd., New Rochelle. 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. $40. Two sessions: $70. Info 
and tickets: Contact Julie Scallero at 914 
696-0738 or e-mail jscallero@hhrecny.org.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 

breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Also Mar. 18 and 25. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Meditation Workshop. Michael 
Cardillo will help you reach peace and a 
clear vision in meeting your life’s goals. An 
AA member, he will share his knowledge 
and meditation techniques. Open to all. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. 
Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why March is a 
special time for packs in North America. 
Whether the wolves are living on the 
Arctic tundra or the high desert of the 
southwest, wolf families are out searching 
for prey as they prepare for the birth of this 
year’s pups. Guests will visit ambassador 
Wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr 
and the center’s critically endangered red 
wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. 
Adults: $14. Children (under 12): $11. Also 
Mar. 19 at 11 a.m. and Mar. 12 and 25 at 
2 p.m. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday and Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Saddle Up Saturdays With Jonathan 
Demme: “Seven Samurai” and “The 
Magnificent Seven.” This series returns to 
try and recapture the heady thrill of settling 
into the theater for the delicious ritual of 
getting immersed in a full-tilt Saturday 
Western matinee. Demme will appear at 
select screenings. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. Noon. 
Members: $8. Non-members: $13. Most 
Saturdays through March 25. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Pranayama, Bandha, Mudra: The 
Power of the Breath. The Yoga Teacher 

continued on page 26
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Last week I 
reported on the 
latest trend in 
wine sales in the 
United States, 
the proliferation 
of offerings 
of red blends. 
Winemakers have 
become alchemists, 
toiling in their 

laboratories of vineyard and winery, 
crafting personal expressions of wines 
that reflect the land. 

Surveying barrels of fermented grape 
juice maturing in their cellars, they 
painstakingly assemble wines from 
multiple grape varietals and multiple 
plots. At times, they may pair dozens of 
individual expressions of their vineyards 
in order to achieve an end product that 
best expresses their imprint on a wine.   

This artisanal approach is at its epitome 
with those vineyards that have the 
financial capital to invest in the finest 
land, buildings and equipment. Recently, 
I had the good fortune to attend an 
exclusive wine tasting and luncheon by 
one such winery. 

The proprietors of Tenuta dell’Ornellaia 
presented the latest vintage of their 
signature wine, Bolgheri Superiore. The 
winemaker, Axel Heinz, led the attendees 
in a tasting of the individual wines that 

comprise the Ornellaia blend. 
This week I invite you to join me on a 

virtual tour of my experience.
Before me at the tasting table were 

nine wines to be sampled. Heinz walked 
the assembled group through each one, 
providing his comments on the terroir 
of each wine and his logic in utilizing a 
particular grape, from a particular plot, 
in a particular quantity, for blending the 
2014 Ornellaia.

Envision yourself sitting with me, as 
mesmerized as I was, delving into the 
very essence of the creation of a wine as 
expressed by the alchemist himself. 

Together we sample as Heinz does, 
seeking the best expression of local 
terroirs and Italian winemaking 
sensibilities. Here are the individual 
wines and a synopsis of my tasting notes.

We first taste three Merlots: the 
Bolgherese plot wine is a lighter style, 
fresh and rich in fruit; the Ginestraio 
plot produces greater concentration and 
more body; the Bellaria plot is the best of 
the Merlots, more balanced and complex 
than the others.

Next, we indulge in two Cabernet 
Francs: Bellaria Alta is a soft, silky wine 
with light tannins; Bellaria is also a lighter 
style, but nicely balanced, bringing forth 
the best expression of the grape.

On to the three Cabernet Sauvignons: 
Olivino amazes me with its supple, 

velvety texture; Bellaria Alta is more 
balanced and has pure finesse and 
balanced tannins and is very feminine; 
Ornellaia Old Vine plot has a fuzzy 
mouthfeel, nice balance and a strong 
backbone.

And then, the ninth wine, Petit Verdot, 
from the Bellaria Alta plot. Unctuous and 
inky, this is an exceptional full-bodied 
wine, with significant but balanced 
tannins. Heinz comments this was an 
exceptional vintage and influenced him 
to add a high percentage to the overall 
blend.  

 As we progress from the first to the 
last wine, we listen to Heinz express the 
winery’s philosophy:

“Our goal is to produce 
a fresh wine with fresh 
aromas and taste.”

“Each vintage has a 
different story to tell.”

“In good, but more 
so, in poor vintages, 
the basis for success is 
in the lowest common 
denominator – this is the 
essence of our wines.”

As we contemplate how we might 
blend these and other wines into the 2014 
vintage, Heinz provides the big reveal: 
2014 was a beautiful vintage: 34 percent 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 32 percent Merlot, 
20 percent Petit Verdot and 14 percent 

Cabernet Franc. This blend differs 
from previous vintages, reflecting the 
essence of each grape varietal and plot. 
“(It) represents the heart of the estate, 
Ornellaia’s ‘Essence.’” 

As we walk away from this memorable 
event, we begin to realize the rationale 
behind the high price that such an 
outstanding wine commands. But even if 
$200 is more than we are able or willing 
to spend, we now know the process and 
investment necessary to produce such a 
unique wine. 

Not to fret over price. There are many 
examples of blends that fit every budget. 

Next week, local wine merchants will 
recommend red blends from around 

the world that are sure 
to please the most 
discerning palate.

Nick Antonaccio is 
a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine 
tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the 
Wine Media Guild of 

wine writers and offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Living Vicariously Through Your Wine Columnist’s Adventures
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Association’s monthly workshop with 
Boston yoga teacher and trainer Daniel 
Orlansky. Experience harmony, lightness, 
joy and a radiant spirit with breathing 
exercises and inner energy practices drawn 
from classical and Kundalini Yoga. Learn 
how to enhance and extend the breath and 
draw upon our inner locks—or bandhas—
to channel our heightened pranic energy. 
Bring a yoga mat. The Yoga Studio at 
Club Fit, 584 N. State Rd., Briarcliff 
Manor. 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. In advance: 
YTA members--$45. Non-members: $65. 
At the door: YTA members--$55. Non-
members--$75. Pre-registration requested. 
Info: Contact Audrey Brooks at 914-582-
7816 or e-mail ytapresident@gmail.com. 
Registration: Visit www.ytayoga.com. 

Pack Chat for Kids. Children will learn 
about the mythology surrounding wolves 
and the important role of wolves in the 
natural world. This is an exciting time for 
wolves; they are out searching for prey as 
they prepare for the birth of this year’s pups. 
Also, visit ambassador Wolves Atka, Alawa, 
Nikai and Zephyr and the center’s critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican 
gray wolves. Dress for cold weather. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem 2 p.m. 
Adults: $14. Children (under 12): $11. Also 
Mar. 12 and 18 at 11 a.m. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Move Without Pain. Learn and practice 
highly effective habits to obtain a more 
natural spinal alignment; discover simple 
yet powerful and highly effective practices 
based on ancient Eastern healing wisdom 
and modern evidence-based clinical science 
to improve flexibility; and explore breath 
work, therapeutic bodywork, meditation 
and mindful movement practices to 
dissipate excessive muscle tension, fatigue 
and stress. Learn to sit, stand and move 
with greater ease. Presented by Dominique 
Daly. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 2 p.m. 
Free. Also Mar. 18. RSVP required. Info 
and RSVP: 914-273-3887 or at the reference 
desk.

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.emanuelelc.org.

Full Moon Wolf Walk for Pups of All 
Ages. As the snow begins to melt and the 
ground softens, earthworms emerge as the 
new season begins. While keeping cozy 
by the outdoor fire pit, guests will enjoy 
sweet snacks with a symphony of howls 
from the 20-plus wolves that call the Wolf 
Conservation Center home. Guests will 
learn about the history of wolves in the 
United States, their importance in a healthy 
ecosystem and the efforts to save these 
magnificent creatures for future generations. 

Guests then will take a short moonlit walk 
to visit ambassador Wolves Atka, Alawa, 
Nikai and Zephyr. Please bring flashlights. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
6 p.m. $20. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Spaghetti Dinner and Music. An open 
mic where everyone is welcome. Sponsored 
by Pleasantville Circle of Friends. St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., 
Pleasantville. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. Music at 
8 p.m. $10 donation. Info: Text questions to 
914-486-3336.

Saturday Night Jazz at Chappaqua 
Station: Daniel Lauter Quartet. With a hat 
tipped to New York’s musical renaissance, 
Chappaqua Station welcomes local and 
international musicians to the historic 
train station. Think intimate lounge setting, 
warm bourbon glow, farm fresh cuisine and 
an inclusive spirit of Westchester’s vibrant 
culture. Chappaqua Station, 1 Station Plaza, 
Chappaqua. First seating 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
for $10 per person. Second seating 9 to 10:30 
p.m. for $5 per person. First come, first 
served at bar with no cover charge. Tickets 
available through Eventbrite. Info: 914-861-
8001 or visit www.chappaquastation.com.

3rd Annual Professional Comedy 
Night at Scarsdale Synagogue. Doors 
open at 7:30 p.m. Show starts at 8:45 p.m. 
Includes deli dinner catered by Loeser’s deli, 
desserts and, of course, comedy. Bring your 
friends. Open to everyone. A portion of 
the net proceeds will be donated to Dorot, 
a nonprofit organization that serves a 
broad spectrum of seniors from the active 
and mobile to the homebound. Scarsdale 
Synagogue, 2 Ogden Rd., Scarsdale. Doors 
open at 7:30 p.m. Show starts at 8 p.m. $70. 
RSVP required. Info, including details on 
the comedians and RSVP: http://bit.ly/
shalomcomedy.

Hypnohype: Comedy Hypnosis Show. 
Ready to see something shockingly 
funny beyond your wildest imagination? 
Experience Hypnohype, a fast-paced, 
action-packed, high-energy live comedy 
hypnosis show featuring your friends – or 
you. Master hypnotist Asad Mecci puts 
audience volunteers into a trance, and 
through the power of suggestion has them 
do all kinds of crazy and hilarious things 
on stage. It’s explosively entertaining 
because it’s real people doing outrageous 
antics – without inhibition. White Plains 
Performing Arts Center, 11 City Place, 
White Plains. 8 p.m. $20 and $25. Info 
and tickets: 914-328-1600 or visit wppac.
com.

Sunday, Mar 12
Project FeederWatch. Whether you’re a 

beginning birder or a budding ornithologist, 
we’ve got you covered in this new program 
for nature and bird lovers. Join a naturalist 
for morning bird watching, gather data for 
Project FeederWatch and brush up on local 
bird identification. For children seven years 

old and up. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Sunday and Monday. Info: 914-723-
3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.
org.

Monday, Mar. 13
Bird Walk. Beginners welcome. Bringing 

binoculars is encouraged. Rockefeller State 
Park Preserve, 125 Phelps Way (Route 
117), Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. Free. Second 
Monday of each month. Info: 914-666-6503 
or visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.org.

Going Public: Native Plants Take Root 
From Parks to Parkways. The Native Plant 
Center’s 2017 Spring Landscape Conference 
will explore the use of native plants in public 
spaces. The conference will include five 
presentations that will feature successful 
designs, address funding and maintenance 
challenges and discuss native plants that 
can survive these demanding spaces. 
Westchester Community College Native 
Plant Center, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The fee depends on 
whether professional credits are requested. 
Snow date: Mar. 17. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-606-7870 or visit 
www.nativeplantcenter.org.

Master Networker Meeting. Join this 
high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-oriented 
entrepreneurs and business leaders. Come 
be a guest any Wednesday to learn more 
about this world-class business training 
and referral program. Mount Kisco Coach 
Diner, 252 E. Main St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday. RSVP suggested. 
Info and RSVP: Contact Tina Campbell 
at 914-441-1383 or e-mail tinacambell@
masternetworks.net. or just drop in. 

Young Explorers Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Comics and Graphic Art Program. 
Young adults can join Alex Conte, graduate 
of the Kubert School, for a monthly comics 
discussion and graphic art club after school. 
Talk about your favorite comics, learn 
about what it is like to be an illustrator and 
create your own sequential art. All supplies 
will be provided. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
3:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Belly Dancing. Learn this captivating 
Middle Eastern dance and enrich your 
cultural knowledge. Whether you want to 

dance professionally or just have fun and 
get in shape, this is the place to start. Josie’s 
International School of Dance, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Level B, Pleasantville. 7 p.m. $20. 
Every Monday. Info: 914-332-8670 or visit 
www.josiedance.com.

 
Tuesday, Mar. 14

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Music & Movement. Shake, shimmy 
and dance. For children two to five years 
old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 11:45 a.m. 
Free. Every Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Better Breathers Club/Pulmonary 
Fibrosis Support. An interactive support 
group for people with breathing disorders 
or pulmonary fibrosis. Participants who 
use oxygen may switch to the hospital’s 
supply during the meeting. Light 
refreshments served. Sponsored by Phelps, 
the American Lung Association and the 
Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation. Phelps 
Hospital’s Walkway Conference Room (G 
Level), 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 12 
to 1 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-366-3712.

The Young Irelanders. Composed of 
the best rising talent Ireland has to offer, 
The Young Irelanders combine the best 
sounds and traditions of traditional Irish 
and Celtic music with folk, pop and world 
sounds. With six musicians playing more 
than 14 instruments as well as two world-
renowned dancers, The Young Irelanders 
are the best of the best. Featuring former 
members of Riverdance and Lord of the 
Dance. Westchester Broadway Theatre, 1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Lunch at 11:15 
a.m. Show at 1 p.m. $64 per person (plus 
tax). Show only: $50 per person (plus tax). 
Dinner at 6:15 p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $84 
per person (plus tax). Show only: $50 per 
person (plus tax). Info and tickets: 914-
592-2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.
com.

Diabetes Educational Program for 
Adults. Learn what diabetes is, what 
medications are available, how to prevent 
and manage complications, blood sugar 
targets, what foods to eat, how to count 
carbs and much more for this two-
session program. A physician referral 
and attendance at both classes is required. 
Second session is Mar. 23. Phelps Hospital, 
Room 545, 755 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. 2 to 4 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-366-
2270.

continued from page 24
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Kisco is home to a property 

that has been listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places since 1984 
and is a popular place to visit and hike.

The Merestead Estate, a county park 
located on a 130-acre parcel located at 
455 Byram Lake Rd., has a long and rich 
history in the community. 

The main house is open for tours 
and the wooded portion of the site is 
a popular spot for walking, said Peter 

Tartaglia, deputy commissioner of 
the county parks department. Several 
thousand visitors make use of the 
property’s trails and several hundred 
come for the house tours, which are 
typically given on weekends.

The property consists of farmland, 
woods, gardens and buildings, including 
the former estate of William Sloane 
(1873-1922), who was president of W & 
J Sloane, a Manhattan furniture and rug 
store, and his daughter Margaret Sloane 
Patterson (1910-2000). 

“They were active in the community,” 
Tartaglia said. 

The 21,000-square-foot Georgian 
Revival-style main house was built in 
1906, he said.

Patterson and her husband, Dr. Robert 
L. Patterson, Jr., bequeathed Merestead, 
which is a Scottish word for farmland, 
to the county to be used as a park and 
historic house museum, leaving it as a 
trust to the county in 1982, Tartaglia 
said. It opened as a county park after 
Margaret Sloane Patterson died on Aug. 
3, 2000, he said. Only one of their three 
children are still alive.

The two-story main house is the focus 
of the tours. Other significant structures 
on the grounds include the Delano and 

Aldrich hay barn and carriage house. 
Tartaglia said there’s a pet cemetery 
and roots cellars and the stone lanterns 
can all be seen when hiking around the 
property.

The two-story main house also 
periodically is the site for classical 
music concerts. 

The grounds and trails are open daily 

year-round from 8 a.m. to dusk. Access 
to the trail system is located across 
the street from the main driveway to 
the property. Follow the signs to the 
parking lot. No dogs are allowed.

For more information, call 914-666-
4258 or www.parks.westchestergov.
com.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Glam Gala Raises $50G for Pediatric Cancer Research
By Neal Rentz

Gia’s Glam Gala, a fundraiser for 
an organization that seeks to fight 
childhood cancer, raised about $50,000 
at the Mount Pleasant Community 
Center on Feb. 26. 

The event was organized by the 
Gentile family, who live in town, and 
their friends. Gia Gentile, a first-grader 
at Hawthorne Elementary School, 
was diagnosed last fall with Stage 4 
Neuroblastoma, a form of childhood 
cancer. She is undergoing treatment for 

the disease.
Gia’s mother, Dana, said the Feb. 26 

event attracted about 1,000 people. 
“It was just amazing,” she said. 
Proceeds will benefit Band of Parents, 

which helps families whose children 
have the same illness as Gia. The 
organization helps fund research and 
clinical trials of treatments to battle 
childhood cancers.

The event featured a disc jockey, a 
photo booth, makeup for children, face 
painting, glitter tattoos, head shavings 
and hair extensions. Since elephants 
are Gia’s favorite animal, jeweler Gino 
Rubino and his partner and brother 
Felix, who own Rubino Jewelers in 
Larchmont, created blue jade bracelets 
with elephant chains that were sold at 
the event. 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY PARKS PHOTO
The main house located at the historic Merestead Estate in Mount Kisco.

PRECIOUS MOMENTS PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTOS
Gia’s Glam Gala, a fundraiser for Band of  Parents, an organization that seeks to fight childhood cancer, 
raised about $50,000 at the Mount Pleasant Community Center on Feb. 26 in honor of  Gia Gentile. 
Carmine, Santino, Gia, Dana and Jordana Gentile are shown above at the event with the princesses from 
A Moment of  Magic.

Historic Merestead Estate Open for Tours, Hiking in Mount Kisco

Some of  the items that were created and sold at 
the Feb. 26 Gia’s Glam Gala.

Job seekers of all ages are invited 
to the Playland Job Fair on Saturday, 
Mar. 11, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Westchester County Center 
in White Plains. On-the-spot 
interviews will be conducted at this 
event for the first 300 candidates to 
arrive.

Positions to be filled include 
cashiers, ride operators, lifeguards, 
EMTs, electricians, carpenters, 
painters, mechanics, custodial staff 
and graphic designer. Playland’s 
seasonal employment runs from 
April through September.

Although no prior experience 
is required for most positions, 
prospective employees should have 
a positive attitude, enthusiasm, 
good communication skills and the 
ability to work a flexible schedule.

Applicants must be at least 16 
years old. Some positions require 
applicants to be a minimum of 
18 years of age. Applicants under 
18 who plan to complete their 
application prior to the job fair must 
have the form signed by a parent or 
guardian to be considered for an 
interview. Those under 18 who wish 
to complete their application onsite 
at the job fair must bring a parent 
or guardian to the event to sign the 
form in order for an interview to 
take place.

Eligible applicants who may wish 
to enroll for direct deposit must 
bring a voided blank check or a 
bank-issued direct deposit setup 
form that includes routing number 
and account number printed on the 
document. 

To apply during the job fair, bring 
a completed application, a valid 
photo identification, Social Security 
card plus contact information for 
three references. Applications can 
be obtained by calling 914-813-
7010 or at www.PlaylandPark.
org, where an application can be 
downloaded or submitted online. 

Job Seekers Invited 
to Attend March 11 
Playland Job Fair
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Count y Center Crusher

   

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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