
By Martin Wilbur
Chappaqua has been the home of Bill 

and Hillary Clinton since before they left 
the White House in 2001.

But having that distinction last year 
looks like it may cost the Town of New 
Castle tens of thousands of dollars it 
hadn’t planned on spending.

Town officials plan to contact Rep. Nita 
Lowey in hopes of getting reimbursed for 
police overtime associated with helping 
the Secret Service provide additional 
protection for Hillary Clinton during 
a portion of last year’s presidential 
campaign.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said last 
week that the town was on the hook for 
expenses to provide extra police service 
after it was apparent that Clinton would 

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Kisco Finance Committee is 

proposing that the village board transfer 
$2.6 million from the municipality’s 
unassigned fund balance to pay for capital 
projects in the upcoming fiscal year.

If village officials follow the 
recommendation, one of several 
suggestions the committee wants the 
village board to consider, it would help 
pay for a series of upcoming projects. 
Proposed work includes renovations to the 
village’s three firehouses, improvements to 
the Department of Public Works building, 
Comprehensive Plan update expenses and 
a professional analysis of how to address 
economic development.

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus said in 
addition to the seven-member committee’s 

By Neal Rentz
The proposed $58.95 million Mount 

Pleasant School District budget has called 
for more than three full-time equivalent 
teaching positions to be cut districtwide 
as administrators work to adhere to the 
tax cap but maintain programs.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Susan 
Guiney’s preliminary 2017-18 budget 
includes a tax levy increase of 1.28 
percent and a tax rate hike of 1.31 
percent. Spending would rise by just 
$19,000 over the current year’s budget.

Total instructional staff reductions 
would be the equivalent of 3.6 full-time 
positions, Guiney said.

The cuts and additions varied among 
the district’s grade levels, partially 
reflecting enrollment changes. There 
would be 2.5 staff positions, which 
includes teachers, aides and teacher 
assistants, added at the regular education 

elementary level while there would be a 
reduction of 3.3 full-time equivalent 
positions for the middle school and high 
school. One full-time special education 
teacher position at the elementary school 
level would be added and 3.8 positions 
would be cut in special education at the 
secondary level.  

“The choices were difficult for sure,” 
Guiney said.

Board of Education President 
Christopher Pinchiaroli slammed the 
state property tax cap, calling it “unfair 
and anti-student.” As a result of the 
financial hardships caused by the cap, he 
said some school districts may be forced 
to merge.

Last week’s meeting focused on 
the instructional portion of next 
year’s proposed spending plan, which 
comprises about 76 percent of spending. 
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Hillary Clinton’s run for president was the 
chief  reason why New Castle’s police overtime 
expenses exceeded budget by about $159,000. 
The town is seeking federal reimbursement.

Winter had one last gasp in store for everyone last week as upwards of  a foot of  snow fell 
in portions of  Westchester. With many schoolkids getting last Tuesday and Wednesday off  as 
crews were digging everyone out, some families made it over to New Castle’s Gedney Park to 
get in some sledding before the change of  season. Can warmer days be far behind? Spring 
officially arrived at 6:28 a.m. Monday.

Hello Springtime!

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Kisco Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 
presented the Finance Committee’s Fund Balance 
Report on Mar. 13.
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Q: Am I a candidate for an advanced type of 
cervical spine disc surgery?   
A: The cervical spine is in the neck, with seven vertebrae 
separated by discs. Because disc malfunction can impact 
the spinal cord, it can cause problems throughout the 
body. If you experience neck or arm pain; weakness in 
the arms; numbness and tingling in the arm or hand; or 
balance problems, you may be a candidate for a newer 
procedure called cervical spine disc replacement. 

Q: What causes these symptoms?
A: Ultimately, all symptoms result from compression 
or narrowing (stenosis) of the space for the spinal cord 
or the nerves exiting the spinal cord. As you age, your 
spinal discs lose height (that’s why we all get shorter), 
causing them to bulge. Picture gently squeezing down 
on a cream donut: It gets shorter but also wider. 
A bulging disc can press on a nerve exiting the spinal 
cord. At a later stage, the bulge can harden (calcify) into 
a bone spur, which can also compress a nerve. In the 
case of a herniated disk, now you are squeezing the 
cream donut so hard that cream leaks out. This disc 
material can put direct pressure on a nerve. 

Q: When is cervical spine disc replacement 
the best course?   
A: The traditional approach is the fusion procedure, 
which locks cervical vertebrae together permanently 
after removing the damaged discs. Now, cervical spine 
disc replacement goes a step better: By replacing the 
damaged disc with an implant closely resembling a 
human disc, it maintains the mobility of the cervical 
spine; in some cases, even improving motion. The best 
candidates are active people under 60 years, who want 
to maintain a full range of motion. 

Q: What can I expect if I have this procedure? 
A: You will likely go home the same day, take precautions 
for six weeks, then resume full activities. At Northern 
Westchester Hospital (NWH), one of the few hospitals 
in the region to perform the procedure, our surgeons 
are using the most advanced version, which permits the 
implanting of two discs at once. 

If You Have Cervical Spine Disc Problems…
Discover a Treatment that Keeps You More Mobile.

Marshal D. Peris, MD, FAAOS
Co-Director, Spine Surgery, 
Orthopedic and Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhorthoandspine.org/DrPeris

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Cervical spine disc replacement 
not only maintains your mobility 
but can even improve it.

Learn more about 
advanced spine surgery at 
www.nwhorthoandspine.org
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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Areas included in that part of the budget 
are teachers’ salaries and benefits, 
instructional administration, supplies, 
equipment, textbooks, special education 
programs, afterschool activities 
including sports, staff development and 

student transportation.  
Director of Business Administration 

Andrew Lennon said under the state 
formula the district’s tax cap for next 
year is 1.28 percent. Despite the modest 
spending increase, the district is at the 
maximum tax levy of $51,406,990, up 

$649,000 over the current year.
Lennon said several factors 

influenced the proposed teacher 
additions and reductions, most notably 
enrollment. For example, two additional 
elementary-level teachers are sought 
because second-grade enrollment will 
jump by 36 students and fifth-grade 
enrollment will increase 31 students 
over this year. 

But there is a 1.8-teacher reduction 
for Westlake High School because of 
fewer students, he said. 

A major concern expressed by some 
parents last week was the elimination 
of a full-time math support teacher at 
Hawthorne Elementary School and 
adding a teachers assistant. Parents 
said the Response to Intervention (RTI) 
elementary-level program to assist 
struggling students should not lose a 
teacher. 

Parent Jessica Miceli said RTI helped 
her daughter acquire a solid foundation 
in elementary level math after she 
initially struggled.

Another parent, Joe Rizzo, also said 
his son’s RTI teachers helped him and 
a teaching assistant would be unable to 
provide that same level of instruction to 
students who toil.

Director of Curriculum and 
Instructional Services Mary Ellis 
told parents that administrators had 

unappetizing choices.
“None of these decisions were made 

easily or lightly,” Ellis said. The board 
is scheduled to adopt a final budget on 
Apr. 18. 

Residents will vote on the 2017-18 
budget on Tuesday, May 16. 

Mt. Kisco Committee: $2.6M From 
Fund Balance for Capital Projects 
recommendation to transfer $2.6 million 
to the capital projects fund, it also urged 
maintaining a fund balance of 25 percent 
of annual expenditures and transferring 
$200,000 from the unassigned fund 
balance to the Tax Stabilization Fund.

The proposed moves would raise the 
capital projects fund to $3.9 million and 
the Tax Stabilization Fund to $318,180, 
Markus noted. 

For the fiscal year ending May 31, 2016, 
the village’s undesignated fund balance 
was $7.98 million and the total fund 
balance was $10.7 million. Those numbers 
had increased $200,000 and $1.4 million, 
respectively, from the end of the previous 
fiscal year.

Markus said the state comptroller’s 
office recommends that total fund 
balance should be no less than 20 percent 

of a municipality’s expenditures and 
unassigned fund balance should be no less 
than 10 percent. The Finance Committee is 
asking the village to continue to exceed the 
comptroller’s recommendations, Markus 
said. 

Trustee Peter Grunthal, another 
committee member, said the village should 
fund capital projects without borrowing 
whenever possible. 

Mayor Michael Cindrich and Trustee 
Jean Farber described the fund balance 
report as “excellent.” Trustee Karen 
Schleimer added that the committee has 
done outstanding work for several years. 

“They work very hard,” she said. “They 
do a phenomenal job.”

Markus said he will submit a resolution 
on behalf of the committee asking village 
trustees to agree to its recommendations at 
the board’s next meeting.

Teaching Staff Cuts Proposed in Mount Pleasant Schools Budget
continued from page 1

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Pleasant School District’s Director 
of  Business Administration Andrew Lennon 
discussed the proposed $58.95 million 2017-18 
budget on Mar. 15.
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By Martin Wilbur
The biggest snowstorm of the 2016-

17 season may have been formidable 
but it was no match for area highway 
departments and Department of Public 
Works crews who toiled around the clock 
last Tuesday to keep roads passable.

When the storm was over later in the 
day, at least a foot of snow piled up. It 
began falling during the pre-dawn hours 
of Mar. 14 and was its heaviest until about 
lunch time.

“They did a great job,” Pleasantville 
DPW Superintendent Jeff Econom said 
of his department’s workers. “They fared 
very well.”

Although facing anywhere from 24 to 
36 hours of continuous plowing, salting 
and sanding, most roads were in decent 
condition by the Wednesday morning 
rush hour. 

Then during the latter portion of the 
week, some municipalities had their 
workers get rid of snow in areas of 
downtown. Econom said if there is at least 
six inches on the ground in Pleasantville, 
the village’s DPW removes the snow from 
portions of downtown so there is as little 
negative economic impact as possible.

New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein said pre-treating roads and 
fortunate timing helped his town’s DPW. 
The seriousness of the forecast as well 
as the storm having moved in overnight 

forced many residents – not just 
schoolchildren – into a snow day.

“With the bigger storms, people tend 
to stay off the roads and a lot of people 
weren’t going to work,” Greenstein said. 
“Metro-North shut down early and a lot 
of people decided to take the day off and 
not deal with it. That helps when people 
are off the roads.”

Mount Kisco’s DPW General Foreman 
Joseph Luppino compared the traffic last 
Tuesday morning to a weekend day, so 
many people heeded the warnings. Crews 
starting arriving by midnight, when the 
blizzard warning took effect, and the 
entire DPW staff was in by 4a.m.

They finished by about 3:30 p.m. on 

Wednesday, and although the hours 
were long the operation went smoothly, 
Luppino said.

“We’ve got the best team in Westchester 
County,” he said proudly.

Most municipalities declared a state of 
emergency late Monday, which helped 
snow removal crews clear streets relatively 
unimpeded. Car owners were prohibited 
from parking on certain streets, while 
keeping traffic to a minimum.

North Castle Supervisor Michael 
Schiliro said declaring an emergency is 
not something that is done often but he 
thought it was necessary last week. It 
turned out the storm was a 36-hour event 
for the DPW workers, but they did an 

excellent job, he said.
“They just kept up with it and working 

with the schools to make sure everything 
was set for Wednesday,” Schiliro said. 
“They just do a tremendous job. I can’t say 
enough about them.”

Although officials from the local 
municipalities didn’t have precise updated 
overtime and supply budget information 
available late last week, all expressed 
confidence that they were in good shape.

Now that it’s spring, there is also the 
hope that this was the last winter weather 
event until next December.

“We’re right around where we 
budgeted,” Schiliro said.

Local Municipalities Smoothly Weather Major Snowstorm
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Last Tuesday was certainly a day for the birds – at least if  you hate snow. Two geese brave the elements 
on the frozen pond at New Castle’s Gedney Park.
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be the Democratic nominee.
“She’s a candidate for president and we 

have to provide police service because 
she’s a candidate for president and we 
didn’t get reimbursed because she didn’t 
win. That’s ridiculous,” Greenstein said.

While Town Administrator Jill 
Shapiro was unable to provide precise 
overtime expenses for the police service 
for Old House Lane, the street where 
the Clintons live, according to a Mar. 
10 communication from Comptroller 
Robert Deary, the majority of the town’s  
additional overtime of $159,197.91 that 

was over budget last year was as a result 
of that service.

Shapiro said the extra coverage 
started on June 7 and lasted through 
Election Day. The town’s responsibility 
of additional police service took effect 
whenever Hillary Clinton was at home 
during that five-month period, she said.

The cost of the regular level of Secret 
Service protection provided to the 
former president and first lady does 
not cost the town extra money, Shapiro 
added.

Greenstein said he wasn’t optimistic 
that the town would recoup any portion 
of the money, but thought it was worth 
the effort to make the request to Lowey.

“Considering our history when Bill 
Clinton was president and how long it 
took us to get reimbursed for that, I’m 
really not very hopeful, but I think we 
should try,” he said. “It’s writing a letter 
to our congresswoman, which is not 
that big a deal. But I can’t say that I’m 
hopeful.”

Last August, a few weeks after Hillary 
Clinton officially became the nominee, 
Old House Lane was blocked by the town 
to anyone who didn’t live on the street 
or needed to reach one of the houses 
for the remainder of the campaign amid 
security concerns.

continued from page 1

Quite a Run

The fourth-grade girls from St. Patrick’s in Bedford beat out 18 teams from across the 
region to capture the Hoopfest championship title in Milford, Conn. on Sunday. The girls 
went undefeated in the tournament, winning six times in as many tries. St. Patrick’s battled 
a team from North Haven, Conn. in the championship game, winning 16-15. Pictured are, 
bottom left to right, Berit Rose, Cara Drapala, Sophia Bueti, Joie Levy and Vange Forte, 
and top row, left to right, Coach Peter Freilich, Katherine Freilich, Ava Shuster, Samantha 
Barrett, Natalie Ellrodt, Assistant Coach Mark Drapala and Sophie Abt.
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L ike thousands of other Americans, 
Andrea Garbarini’s life was forever 
scarred on Sept. 11. She lost her 
husband, Charley, a New York City 

Fire Department lieutenant, at the World 
Trade Center, who perished with 342 other 
firefighters and well over 2,000 civilians.

But Garbarini, a Pleasantville resident 
with two sons, has also seen how the tragedy 
has spawned astounding stories of charity, 
kindness and purpose among many of the 
victims’ families.

“Many families did amazing things,” 
Garbarini said. “Large and small acts of 
kindness for their fellow human beings. I 
felt these stories hadn’t come out the way I 
would have liked to have seen it come out.”

More than two years ago, Garbarini first 
thought about producing a documentary 
relating the stories of how a few of her fel-
low fire department widows not only coped 
with their losses but have displayed a resil-
iency some never thought they had, turning 
the event for into a calling that has reshaped 
their lives. After more than a year of plan-
ning, filming for “From the Ground Up,” 
concluded on Feb. 17. 

Working with friends Beth and George 
Gage, a husband-and wife filmmaking team 
from Telluride, Colo., Garbarini had many 
stories to chose from but decided to go with 
some of those of the people that she knew 
best. Families of Sept. 11 victims, in many 
ways, have become a family.

“It’s the family you never wanted but you 
have it and you’re thankful for it,” she said.

Just weeks before 9/11, Maureen Fanning, 
who realized her husband’s dream of estab-
lishing a group home for autistic children, 
and her husband, Jack, the parents of two 
autistic sons, discussed how if they won the 
lottery they would build a home on Long Is-
land for other families; Una McHugh, whose 
husband, Dennis, loved taking their young 
daughter to the library, established a founda-
tion to build a library in his name near their 
Rockland County home; and the family of 
Stephen Siller, who created a race retracing 
the firefighter’s last steps to help contribute 
to the Stephen Sill Foundation. After finish-
ing an overnight shift that morning, Siller, a 
father of five, was on his way home to Staten 
Island when he heard the Twin Towers were 
on fire and ran through the Brooklyn Bat-

tery Tunnel with 70 pounds of equipment 
after traffic was stopped. The foundation has 
raised more than $7 million to date.

Garbarini will take all money raised by 
the documentary and contribute to the 
foundations created by the families as well 
as other charities.

“I felt it’s extremely important with the 
10th anniversary coming that our stories be 
told in a fair and dignified manner by us, and 
that’s really what drove me to do this,” said 
Garbarini, who also appears in the film.

The Gages have begun the editing process 
and are aiming to have the project complete 
for the 10th anniversary of the terrorist at-
tacks. They hope to condense the story to 
fit into a half-hour time slot and pitch it to 
cable networks.

The filmmakers, who befriended Garbar-
ini when she came to Colorado during the 
summer of 2002 with other 9/11 families, 
said they were intrigued by the concept, fo-
cusing on firefighters’ widows and how they 
have tried to overcome their losses.

“They certainly had their grief, and in 
working through their grief they’re doing 
incredible things,” George Gage said.

While time helps heal some wounds, for 
many families, there are the constant re-
minders of 9/11, Beth Gage said. Despite the 

outpouring of generosity from the public 
following the attacks, some felt guilt about 
accepting money.

For Garbarini, with the major hurdle of 
filming have been cleared, the other chal-
lenge is financial. Through the close of film-
ing, she has raised about half of the film’s 
$100,000 budget she needs.

A nonprofit organization, Sparky Pro-
ductions, has been created to help raise the 
funds. It can be found on the Gage Produc-
tion’s website as well as the site created for 
the film. Garbarini said she is also searching 
for corporate and private donations to assist 
with the financing.

“Hopefully, this will all come together,” 
she said. “I never knew what it meant to be 
an executive producer. I don’t know if I’d 
ever do one again.”

Garbarini credits the Pleasantville com-
munity for helping her able to stay in her 
home. Her sons are now teenagers. She 
smiled when asked how her husband would 
have thought of the project.

“I think Charley would probably think, 
‘Here she goes again,’” Garbarini laughed.

To read more about the project, view a 
trailer of “From the Ground Up” or to do-
nate, visit.www.911filmproject.com.

Pleasantville 9/11 Widow  
Looks to Complete 

Documentary

The family of  Stephen Siller, featured in Andrea Garbarini’s documentary “From the Ground Up,” created 
a foundation that has raised more than $7 million for children in the firefighter’s name. An annual race 
through the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, above, is one of  the major fundraising events for the organization.

Andrea Garbarini, pictured here with her husband, Charley, and two sons, is the executive producer of  a 
documentary film “From the Ground Up” telling the story of  widows of  firefighters killed on 9/11. Charley 
Garbarini, a New York City Fire Department lieutenant, died at the World Trade Center.

By Martin Wilbur
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By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board will hold 

a public hearing tomorrow (Wednesday) 
night to attract comments on whether 
it should convert the receiver of taxes 
position from an elected to an appointed 
post.

If the hearing, which is part of the 
board’s regular meeting, is closed, it could 
be followed by a vote on a resolution that 
would trigger a special election in 60 to 
75 days asking residents whether they 
want to make the switch. 

Should voters approve the change, 
the election of the next receiver of taxes 
would not appear on this November’s 
general election ballot. The position 
would become appointed effective Jan. 1.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said if the 
board were to pass the resolution this 
week, the special election would likely 
be held in late May. He wasn’t sure if 
the hearing will be closed followed by a 
board vote Wednesday night, but said he 
is confident that making the receiver of 
taxes an appointed position is the right 
thing to do.

“It (the election) costs some money, 
but the related savings of making it long-
term and making it more efficient as 
time goes on would dwarf the cost of the 
election, and I really think it’s worth it,” 
Schiliro said.

Town officials have estimated a $10,000 
expense for the election, but have cited 
ways to trim costs by phasing in changes 
in the office. 

The issue was raised during the past 
couple of months after the current 
receiver of taxes, Patty Colombo, had 
originally told town officials that she 
would be retiring at the end of this year 
but had changed her mind and wanted to 
stay an additional year or two. However, 
she did not want to run for another four-
year term.

Prior town boards have discussed 
making the change in the past but hadn’t 
moved forward with any plans. 

Other board members also supported 
the move, saying it is a professional 
position rather than a political office. 
Councilman Jose Berra said if the town 
upgrades technology over time, the job 
can be done more efficiently. 

“I would like to go ahead and do 
this,” Berra said. “I think it’s a good 
idea. I think technology has changed. I 
think Patty has moved things along to a 
very good place, but if we’re looking at 
somebody else moving in, I think it can 
be made part of some other functions 
and it can be done more efficiently, and 
over time, especially as technology keeps 
on improving, it’ll make things cheaper 
to do.”

Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto 
also agreed with moving ahead with the 
change, and said the town was fortunate 
to still have Colombo to help with a 
switch.

“I feel that this should be an appointed 
position. I don’t think we could entertain 
it without (Colombot0 being part of the 

transition and part of the team,” she said.
The board has apparently dropped the 

possibility of abolishing the position and 
restructuring the finance-related offices.

Wednesday evening’s North Castle 
Town Board meeting will be held at 
Town Hall and is scheduled to begin at 
7:30 p.m.

No. Castle to Hold Hearing on Appointed Receiver of Taxes 
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Moving on Up

Left to right: Pleasantville Police 
Chief  Erik Gutzner, Mayor Peter 
Scherer and Lt. John Listwan at 
last Monday’s Pleasantville Village 
Board meeting where Listwan’s 
promotion from sergeant was 
unanimously approved. Listwan, 
a 23-year department veteran, 
was joined by family, friends 
and fellow officers during the 
swearing in ceremony. 

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
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By Martin Wilbur
A North Castle Town Board vote is 

scheduled for tomorrow (Wednesday) 
night that could grant Armonk developer 
Michael Fareri’s request to move the six 
affordable units from the old lumberyard 
to his proposed Main Street development.

The agenda also includes three other 
resolutions related to the issue, including 
adoption of a negative declaration which 
states that the 16-unit project at 470 Main 
St. where the six affordable units will be 
located will not have a significant adverse 
environmental impact. 

The board must also decide on two 
special use permits that would allow 
multifamily dwellings on the first floor 
and more than one dwelling unit in a 
building that is part of an accessory use in 
a central business district.

Of the other 10 units that Fareri has 
proposed at the Main Street property, 
nine will be market-rate with one 
additional affordable unit to comply with 
North Castle’s model ordinance relating 
to the development of fair and affordable 
housing. Current plans call for six one-
bedroom units and 10 two-bedroom units 
as part of the more than 13,000-square-
foot project at 470 Main St.

Town officials are also requiring him to 
return to the planning board for amended 
site plan approval for what will now be 
a 30-unit market-rate condominium 

project at the former lumberyard on 
Bedford Road. Fareri has said the 
footprint of the building will remain the 
same without the six affordable units.

The scheduled votes come two weeks 
after an extremely contentious meeting 
between the town board and Fareri and 
his attorney, Darius Chafizadeh. Shortly 
after discussions of the project began 
at the Mar. 8 meeting, Town Supervisor 
Michael Schiliro repeatedly quizzed 
Chafizadeh and Fareri about the contents 
of a town-wide e-mail blast the developer 
sent out two days earlier questioning why 
the town board has delayed taking a vote 
on the Main Street project.

During one passage in Fareri’s e-mail 
he wrote that “it appears that the Town 
Board and the Town Consultants have put 
up one barrier in front of another in an 
attempt at delaying or even denying this 
application.”

Despite the acrimony at the meeting, 
the board has agreed to take a vote on the 
resolutions.

“I don’t see anything precluding the 
board from voting on all four items,” 
Schiliro said last weekend.

Schiliro did not speculate on the vote’s 
outcome. Members have expressed 
concerns about whether he will actually 
build the twin projects if approved 
but also want to see the lumberyard 
developed after having lay fallow for more 

than a decade as Fareri has had numerous 
changes to his plans.

Fareri had already been approved to 
build a 36-unit project, which included 
the required six affordable units; however, 
he has repeatedly stated that market-rate 
condos in the same complex as affordable 
housing units would be problematic 
when it comes to common charges and 

maintenance because of the discrepancy 
in financial wherewithal between the two 
sets of residents.

He also has said that moving the 
affordable units to Main Street is more 
desirable because it’s closer to shopping 
and bus service, although town officials 
disputed the latter claim because the 
Bee-Line bus stops in front of Town Hall, 
which is closer to the lumberyard.

Fareri’s projections forecast total tax 
revenue generated by the two projects at 
more than $330,000 a year.

If approvals can be obtained now, a 
groundbreaking could happen over the 
summer, he said.

“It makes the lumberyard a better 
project, it makes more fair and affordable 
units at what I consider a better location 
and I think it’s a win for everybody,” Fareri 
said. “So, at the end of the day, we have a 
choice here. We don’t have to do this. If 
you don’t issue the special use permits lets 
go on with life. But as you said, I want to 
get it going and time is getting short.”

Among the conditions laid out by the 
town is that no Certificate of Occupancy 
will be issued for the lumberyard 
project until a permanent Certificate 
of Occupancy for the six transferred 
affordable units on Main Street has been 
obtained. Those six residences will be 
three one-bedroom units and three two-
bedroom units.

No. Castle Vote Set for Moving Affordable Units to Main Street

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Developer Michael Fareri is expected to learn 
Wednesday night whether he will be able to move 
the six affordable units from his lumberyard 
project to a different development on Main Street 
in Armonk.
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By Neal Rentz
Pace University is planning to close 

an on-campus animal museum to make 
room for additional environmental 
research space for students and faculty, 
but the proposed move has drawn some 
criticism from students and alumni.

Angela Nally, a Pace spokeswoman, 
confirmed that the college is planning 
to close the Marty McGuire Museum, 
although there is no date set for its 
closure.

Nally said the site that currently 
houses the 490-square-foot museum 
would continue to bear McGuire’s name, 
but would be used for professors to 
collaborate with each other and to work 
with students.

“Dyson College of Arts and Sciences’ 
primary mission is to provide an excellent 
education to its students,” Nally said in a 
statement. “This means that the College 
has to make decisions that support its 
academic growth and quality. Because of 
this, it was determined that the College 
needs to expand its educational facilities 
to provide students and faculty with 
critical research space.

The facility opened six years ago in 
honor of McGuire, a 2006 Pace graduate 
who was killed in a car accident in 2007. 

When the space is converted, it will be 
called the Marty McGuire Environmental 
Research Center.

The university will find homes for 
the 18 animals, beginning this summer, 
Nally said. It contains a variety of species 
including a Screech Owl; a Burmese 

python; a Hog Island boa; a water dragon 
lizard; a Moroccan spiny-tailed lizard; 
two black-tailed prairie dogs; three 
Western hog-nosed snakes; three corn 
snakes; two Eastern box turtles; two 
chinchillas; and a veiled chameleon.

Unlike the animals housed at Pace’s 

Environmental Center, those in the 
museum are not used as part of any 
course of study. The environmental 
center animals will not be affected by the 
decision.

Pace’s decision has upset many animal 
lovers. A petition on the Change.org 
website written by Sam Mayrose of 
Stony Brook, L.I., attracted 698 names by 
Sunday afternoon.

 “Don’t let these animals be taken 
away from their home and forced to find 
a new family,” the petition stated. “I’m 
sure every effort will be made to relocate 
these animals, but it would be such a 
shame to lose such a wonderful part of 
the Pace campus.”

Jackie Marks, a 2005 Pace graduate 
who earned her degree in environmental 
studies, said the college should reconsider 
its decision to close the museum. Marks 
said she worked at the museum when she 
attended the university.

“This place has a very special place in 
my heart,” said Marks, who donated her 
pet snake to the museum when it became 
too large to keep at home. 

Marks added that students often 
enjoyed visiting the museum during 
breaks in their classes.

Pace University’s Plan to Close Animal Museum Draws Criticism

The Marty McGuire Museum at Pace University, which is planned to close to make additional space for 
students and faculty. New homes will be found for the 18 animals currently living at the museum.
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County Police/Mount Kisco

Mar. 13: A village resident reported at 
2:10 p.m. that his car was missing from 
an East Main Street parking, where he 
had left it several days earlier. The man 
told officers that he decided not to drive 
home after he had been drinking, so he 
left the vehicle in the lot on Mar. 10 about 
2:30 a.m. He said he was unable to return 
to retrieve it until Mar. 12 at about 11:30 
p.m., when he discovered it was gone. 
Officers determined that the car had 
not been towed and reported it stolen 
via a law enforcement bulletin. Police 
in Fairfield, Conn. subsequently located 
the vehicle parked and undamaged in a 
funeral home parking lot.

Mar. 15: Police responded to Lundy 
Lane at 2:06 a.m. on a complaint that 
a contractor snow plowing on private 
property was leaving snow in the middle 
of the street. The plow driver was directed 
to correct the condition.

Mar. 15: A Kisco Avenue auto dealership 
reported at 12:40 p.m. that more than 
$6,200 in cash placed in the safe the night 
before was missing. The investigation was 
turned over to detectives.

Mar. 15: Police responded to Woodland 
Street at 7:12 p.m. on a report of a 
landlord-tenant dispute. A woman who 
was moving out of her apartment told 
officers that the landlord would not return 
her full security deposit. The landlord 
said he was withholding a portion of the 
money due to an unpaid utility bill. Both 
parties were advised that the dispute was 
a civil matter. 

Mar. 16: A village resident reported at 
9:27 a.m. that another vehicle struck and 
damaged her car sometime overnight 
while it was parked on Pine Street.

Mar. 16: Police responded to the 
American Legion hall on Legion Way 
at 8:10 p.m. on a report of a disorderly 
person who was refusing to leave the 
property.  The man left the area after an 
officer arrived on the scene.

Mar. 17: A motorist reported at 12:54 
p.m. that her car was struck and damaged 
by another vehicle while she was parked 
near Shop & Stop on North Bedford Road. 

North Castle Police Department

Mar. 11: A complainant arrived at 
headquarters at 1:48 p.m. to report 
a suspicious vehicle parked near his 
Old Orchard Street residence that is 
apparently following him. The vehicle 
was described as a black Mercedes with 

New York license plates. The responding 
officer spoke with the party in the vehicle, 
who checked okay. The individual is 
an investigator for an agency that was 
hired by workman’s compensation to 
investigate the complainant.

Mar. 12: Report of a suspicious 
incident on Byram Ridge Road North 
at 2:08 p.m. This department received 
notification from state police that there 
is an intruder at a residence at the given 
location. State police received a call from 
the family living there stating they were 
locked in a bedroom and heard someone 
in their house. Moments later the 
dispatching officer received a call from 
the homeowner who said everything was 
okay and there was not an intruder in 
the house.

Mar. 13: A caller reported being 
involved in a verbal dispute with another 
patron inside the post office on Main 
Street at 11:29 a.m. The dispatching 
officer advised the woman to wait for 
police assistance away from the other 
party. The responding officer spoke with 
post office staff after arrival because 
both parties involved in the dispute had 
departed.

Mar. 14: An officer reported spotting 
a suspicious vehicle with front-end 
damage and an open driver side door on 
Bedford Road at 2:37 a.m. The officer was 
unable to locate the vehicle’s operator but 
secured the vehicle and placed the keys 
into safekeeping. The officer had spotted 
the same car in the same location with 
the same front end damage about a week 
earlier but the door was closed.

Pleasantville Police Department

Mar. 12: Police received reports 
of harassment at 7:19 p.m. after a 
Pleasantville resident was struck in 
the face at Roselle Park. Police did not 
provide additional information. 

Mar. 15: A 20-year-old Briarcliff 
resident was arrested at 9:54 a.m. Police 
did not provide additional information. 

Mar. 15: A 19-year-old Pleasantville 
resident was arrested at 3:50 p.m. 
Records show the arrested party has a 
history of assault. Police did not provide 
additional information. 

Mar. 16: A New Jersey towing 
company repossessed a 2015 red Ford 
Escape at 3:45 a.m. on Bedford Road. 
Prior to repossessing the car, the owner 
was contacted numerous times but did 
not respond.  

Antoinette Goffredo
Antoinette Goffredo of Wappingers 

Falls and formerly of Pelham, died on 
Mar. 14. 

She was 81.
Goffredo was born on Feb. 29, 1936, 

to the late Ernest and Petronella (nee 
DeSpirito) Carpentieri in Mount 
Vernon. She was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Frank Goffredo, in 
2012. She is survived by her loving 
children, Joseph Goffredo and Angela 
Goffredo, both of Wappingers Falls, 
and Laura (Paul Cenname) Goffredo of 
Yorktown Heights; her two cherished 

grandchildren, John and Gianna 
Cenname; two brothers, Joseph (Louise) 
Carpentieri of Hawthorne and Michael 
(Gina) Carpentieri of Sayville, N.Y.; and 
one sister, Ann (Vincent) Saporito, of 
Thornwood. Goffredo was predeceased 
by her brother, Frank Carpentieri, and 
sisters, Laura Martginetti and Helen 
Bersito. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Mar. 17. A funeral Mass was 
held at St. Catherine’s Church in Pelham 
on Mar. 18, followed by interment at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery in New Rochelle.

Local Children’s Authors to Launch New 
Music, Social Justice Books

Obituaries Police Blotter

Award-winning author Susanna Reich’s 
“Stand Up and Sing! Pete Seeger, Folk 
Music and the Path to Justice” and New 
York Times bestselling author Gary 
Golio’s “Strange Fruit: Billie Holiday 
and the Power of a Protest Song” will 
be unveiled this Friday evening at The 
Village Bookstore in Pleasantville.

Reich and Golio, who grew up in the 
Rivertowns and have been Ossining 
residents for 36 years, will launch their 
books about music and social justice at 
The Village Bookstore at 7:30 p.m. They 
will also appear at The Voracious Reader 
in Larchmont on Saturday, Mar. 25 at 
2 p.m. “Stand Up and Sing!” illustrator 
Adam Gustavson will join the authors 
at The Village Bookstore. The events, 
which will feature readings, signings, 
live music and singalongs, are free and 
recommended for ages six and up. 

“Stand Up and Sing!” is the first-ever 
picture book biography of Seeger, one 
of the 20th century’s leading advocates 
for human rights. During the McCarthy 
Era, he was blacklisted, displaying 
extraordinary courage in the face of 
power and injustice. 

With songs like “Turn, Turn, Turn,” 
“Where Have All the Flowers Gone?” and 
“If I Had a Hammer,” Seeger sowed the 
seeds of the 1960s folk revival, and as an 
outspoken opponent of the Vietnam War, 
took President Lyndon Johnson to task. 

In “Strange Fruit: Billie Holiday and the 
Power of a Protest Song,” Golio tells the 
story of a young jazz singer who put her 
life and career on the line by debuting a 
song for which she’d be insulted, assaulted 
and spat upon. “Strange Fruit,” written 
by Bronx schoolteacher Abel Meeropol, 
was a haunting piece of music about a 
horrifying subject – lynching. 

Golio, known for tackling controversial 
subjects, weaves a story about the power 
of art to influence hearts and minds and 
to effect social change. Charlotte Riley-
Webb’s vibrant illustrations complement 
the powerful poetry of the text, adding 
movement and evoking a jazz-like 
excitement. 

The Village Bookstore is located at 
10 Washington Ave. in Pleasantville. 
The Voracious Reader is located at 1997 
Palmer Ave. in Larchmont.

Joseph Giordano
Joseph N. Giordano of Fishkill and 

formerly of Thornwood died on Mar. 18. 
He was 82.
Giordano was born on Feb. 24, 1935, to 

the late Michael Angelo and Maria (nee 
LaSorsa) Giordano in Mount Vernon. 
He was a retired electrician in New York 
City and later worked parking lot security 
for the Mount Pleasant School District 
at Westlake High School, affectionately 
known as Mr. G to the students. 

Giordano was a proud member of 
the Knights of Columbus, St. Dominic 
Council, in Thornwood, where he also 
served as Past Grand Knight and proudly 
led the Basketball Free Throw program 
for many years. 

He is survived by his devoted wife, 
Ann (nee Scalone) Giordano, of Fishkill; 

his loving daughters, Maria Elena (Seb) 
Formoso of Cortlandt Manor and 
Michele (Boris) Lopez of Peekskill; one 
sister, Teresa Ciccimarra, of Thornwood; 
one brother, Nicholas (Marie) Giordano, 
of Durham, Conn; his three cherished 
grandchildren, Danielle and Sophia 
Lopez and Gabrielle Formoso; and his 
nieces and nephews.  

Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home today (Tuesday) from 2 to 4 p.m. 
and 7 to 9 p.m. A funeral Mass will be held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Wednesday, Mar. 22 at 10 a.m. followed 
by interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital at Westchester 
Medical Center, 1 Kids Corner, Valhalla, 
N.Y. 10595 would be appreciated.
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By Martin Wilbur
Rotary members everywhere choose 

a variety of charities and organizations 
throughout their home community, 
region, nation and around the world to 
donate their time and energies.

For its pancake breakfast last Saturday 
morning, the Mount Kisco Rotary Club 
decided to help an organization close to 
home.

The club selected the Mount Kisco Little 
League as this year’s designated recipient 
of the proceeds from the annual event held 
at Holiday Inn, which donated the food 
and space for the breakfast.

“This year (we chose) something with 
the kids, keep the kids off the streets,” said 
Rotary Club President Bruce Desmond. “It 
just benefits everybody. The coaches do so 
much for this community, it’s also a thank 
you to them.”

Parents, coaches and players were joined 
by Rotarians and community members 
who turned out to have a robust all-you-
can-eat breakfast consisting of eggs, 
waffles, fruit, sausage, bacon, mini muffins, 
and of course, pancakes. 

Desmond and Mount Kisco Rotarian 
Dan Taplitz, also a Little League coach, 
said the breakfast, which is scheduled for 
either spring or fall, raises about $2,000. 
The money directly assists the identified 
organization help achieve its mission.

Mount Kisco Rotary leaders last year 

donated the money to the Appalachia 
Service Project, which builds and fixes 
houses in for low-income families in rural 
areas of West Virginia and neighboring 
states.

Taplitz said making the Little League the 
focus of this year’s breakfast highlights the 
needs of a local organization.

“We’ve invited the Mount Kisco Little 
League to help raise awareness for people 
who want to get involved in the community 
and it’s a way for the Rotary Club to give 
back to a great local organization,” Taplitz 
said.

The money raised last Saturday will help 
Little League purchase new equipment, 
jerseys, equipment bags, ball buckets and 
field maintenance. While user fees pay for 
some of the ongoing expenses, the Mount 
Kisco Little League must also find other 
ways to find revenue. A barbecue is also 
held later in the season.

Mount Kisco Little League President 
Bob Byrns said having the honor of being 
selected for this year’s pancake breakfast 
recipients also required participation from 
the organization’s roughly 170 players and 
their families.

“It makes us feel good and it gives us a 
little bit of a responsibility to make sure we 
have a good turnout among the families 
who participate in the Little League,” Byrns 
said during the three-hour breakfast. “So 
far, we’ve seen a lot of our Little League 

members show up, so we’re very happy 
about that.”

Craig Sulema, a Mount Kisco Little 
League executive board member, said 
fundraising is a key element because the 
village has a relatively small, self-contained 
base of families. The Little League is 
appreciative of the Rotary’s efforts, he said.

“We’re a small community, we don’t 
draw off of other areas,” Sulema said, “so it’s 
important to give back to the community 
and make sure the kids and families are 
having an experience they enjoy, and that’s 
really our goal, to make sure that when 

they come to Mount Kisco Little League 
they appreciate what we’re doing and 
they can see the results of fundraising and 
registration.”

The Little League’s opening day will be 
Saturday, Apr. 22 and will kick off with the 
annual parade up Main Street to the fields, 
said J.C. Barone, also an executive board 
member.

The Mount Kisco Rotary Club 
contributes each year to about 25 
organizations. Its largest fundraiser is the 
Tastes of Northern Westchester in the fall, 
Desmond said.

Mt. Kisco Rotary Pancake Breakfast Benefits Little League

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Community members turned out for the Mount Kisco Rotary Club’s pancake breakfast last Saturday 
morning. The breakfast raised money for the Mount Kisco Little League.
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senior living is yours at The Knolls… 

The perfect atmosphere, 
size and location

erfectly plentiful

Welcome toWelc The Knolls, a senior
living community set amidst the
striking natural beauty of  Westchester
County, where you’ll:

• Remain close to family and friends,
and close to everything you know
and love about New York

• Find the right mix of  amenities,
services, programs, dining options
and residence choices

• Live where residents and  staff
members know one another bymembers know one another bymembers know one another by
name

• Appreciate the sponsorship
of  Bethel, a not-for-profit
organization serving
Westchester County seniors
for more than 100 years

• Enjoy life in a large,
thoughtfully designed
apartment, at a great value

• Love the assurance of  a full
continuum of  healthcare
services, available on campus

55 Grasslands Road
Valhalla, NY 10595

914-721-0717  • TheKnolls.org

Call 914-768-8299 today to
request a FREE Information Kit

or cut this coupon out and send to
the address shown below.

Name _____________________________

Address____________________________

City _______________________________

State_________________ Zip__________

Phone _____________________________

Email _____________________________
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After seven years leading the 
Valhalla Union Free School District, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Brenda 
Myers announced last Monday that she 
will retire in August. 

The Valhalla Board of Education 
accepted her resignation at its Mar. 
16 meeting. During her tenure at 
Valhalla, Myers ensured community 
collaboration and the success of all 
students. 

“Leaving Valhalla is hard, but I 
am proud of the hard work of our 
students, staff and community” Myers 
said. “Dedicating my work to public 
education has been inspiring. When 
everyone pulls together on behalf of 
children, the results are magical. The 
best part of my job has been working 
with creative and caring students. I am 
thankful for the opportunity to serve 
our children.”

Myers has been implemented 
comprehensive and united support 
systems for families districtwide, has 
advocated for equity and access for 
all children and improved the quality 
of instructional programs to focus 
on 21st century learning. She also 
invested in districtwide capital projects 
to keep children safe, and developed 
a sustainable and long-term budget 
development plan to steer Valhalla in 
the right financial direction.

Myers, who has 33 years experience 
in public schools, previously served as 
superintendent of the Groton Central 
School District in western New York 
State and deputy superintendent of 
Broome-Tioga BOCES. She has also 
taught primary school, high school 
social studies and K-12 literacy. 

Throughout her distinguished career, 
Myers has become a prominent leader 
and advocate of the state’s public 
schools. She is recognized across 
New York for her work on leadership 
development, instructional theory and 
assessment design.

During her time in Valhalla, Myers 
has been regarded as a “rare leader 
with the knowledge, abilities and 
energy” to implement strong forward 
thinking strategic planning, said Board 
President Bob Ierace. She also had the 
vision to create aligned goals, design 
implementation plans to achieve those 
goals and successfully implement her 
plans.

“With that skillset, she led Valhalla 
from a struggling school district to one 
of which the community can be proud,” 
Ierace said. “We have been lucky to 
have her. We will miss her – especially 
her passion for education. Our students’ 
successes can be traced back to Dr. 
Myers’ expertise and dedication.”

The school board is currently in 
the process of hiring a search firm 
to assist in the selection of a new 
superintendent. Its goal is to complete a 
seamless transition between Dr. Myers 
and her successor. The district’s new 
superintendent is anticipated to begin 
on Sept. 1.

“Since arriving in Valhalla in 2010, Dr. 
Myers has elevated the district, inspired 
staff to set higher standards and carried 
everyone along the wave of education 
innovation,” said Trustee member Mike 
Doran. “If the board of seven years ago 
could see into the future and know 
the higher standards and progress she 
would bring to Valhalla, it would be 
extremely proud of its decision.”

Valhalla Schools’ Super Myers to Retire This Summer

Valhalla Superintendent of  Schools Dr. Brenda 
Myers will retire in August following a 33-year 
career in public schools. Myers has served in the 
district for the past seven years

All Roads Lead To
PLEASANTVILLE

The Ultimate Combination for Customer Satisfaction

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY 

www.pleasantville-ford.com

The Center of 
Westchester

County

In Business for over 40 years! Come See Why!

Total Value
Get more, without paying more!

Total Convenience
Easy to get to 

from everywhere!
Total Service

Caring, Award-winning 
service!

Pleasantville
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By Jackie Marks
This May it will be 12 years since 

I graduated from Pace University in 
Pleasantville. I started freshman year as 
a psychology major thinking I wanted 
to become a criminal psychologist, but 
graduated four years later with a degree in 
environmental studies. 

Since graduating, I received a master’s 
degree in international affairs from 
American University, a second masters 
in natural resources and sustainable 
development from the University for 
Peace, launched a successful career in 
non-profit communications focused 
on conservation and sustainability and 
volunteered for numerous environmental, 

animal welfare and urban agriculture 
organizations. I currently sit on the 
board of the local chapter of the national 
EcoWomen organization and have 
traveled the world, met my husband and 
put down roots in Washington, D.C.

Pace is where I set my personal and 
professional goals and values. The pivotal 
shift from psychology to environmental 
studies had a lot to do with non-
traditional, experiential learning that 
I gained at Pace, not from textbooks, 
lectures, homework or lab work. 

In my freshman year, I got a part-time 
job at the Pleasantville Environmental 
Center as a student naturalist and 
animal caretaker, and the center quickly 
became my home away from home while 
pursuing my degree.

I joined Pace’s Naturalists Actively 
Teaching an Understanding and 
Appreciation of the Environment 
Club (NATURE) because I wanted to 
engage with others who cared about the 
environment, and soon decided I wanted 
to do more and give back, so I ran – and 
won – for NATURE Club president. We 
hosted many events and opportunities 
for students to experience and protect 
nature. We brought wolves to campus 
to learn about their essential role in the 
ecosystem; hosted a beach clean up to 
protect the ocean; completed community 
service projects at Rockefeller State 
Park Preserve and much more. The 
Environmental Center was our home 
and inspiration.

The center and its collection of animals 
has evolved over the years and no longer 
sits in the same location on campus since 
I graduated. But its value has remained 
the same. The animals at the center 
offer refuge and peace for students to 
take a break from the stresses of being a 
college student, as it did for me. It allows 
students to see, touch, even smell some 
of the animals they may be learning 
about in class. 

Equally important, the animals 
offer the non-traditional, experiential 
learning that no classroom or lab can 
offer, such as hearing the distinctive trill 
of a screech owl call or the sound of the 
impact when a Burmese python catches 
its prey. 

The animals at the center complement 
what students learn in their textbooks. 
The animals are a learning resource that 
help students learn from, connect with 
and escape from the world.  

The animals now live in the Marty 
McGuire Museum, which may not have 
official curricula associated with it or 
have fiscal value for Dyson College, but 
it has value to the entire university, all 
of its students and even the neighboring 
community. 

Its qualitative value is what should 
be evaluated and celebrated. Dyson 
College prepares you for a life of leading; 
the college and the university should 
recognize that leadership is gained not 
only in the classroom or the lab, but 
outside of traditional studies when 
students learn by experience and make 
connections in the world that aren’t 
available in a textbook. This is how I 
got to where I am today, and why I feel 
strongly that plans to turn the Marty 
McGuire Museum into the Marty 
McGuire Environmental Research 
Center should be reconsidered.

My time spent in the museum 
in its many shapes and forms has 
meant so much to me over the years. 
I still visit every time I make my way 
up to Westchester. My hope is that 
decisionmakers at Pace University and 
Dyson College reconsider closing this 
important community resource so that 
future generations of students have the 
same chance to experience the animals 
and learn in ways that traditional 
learning cannot offer.

Jackie Marks is a 2005 graduate of Pace 
University.

Corrections
In last week’s article regarding 

Westlake High School’s block schedule, 
it incorrectly stated that an e-mailed 
letter sent from the district to residents 
about the potential loss of the scheduling 
next year came from Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Susan Guiney. The letter 
originated from the Mount Pleasant 
Board of Education.

Last week’s article about the recent 
Pleasantville Middle School Science 
Olympiad team victory at the regional 
competition had the incorrect date for the 
team’s launch. The squad first formed in 
2012-13. Also, one of the team members, 
Richik Acharya, earned a medal for the 
Reach for the Stars category in the recent 
competition, not Dynamic Planet. The 
Examiner regrets the errors.

Clarification
In the Feb. 14 Business of the Week 

featuring Seafood Grill, it has been 
brought to our attention that the article 
gave the impression that owner Michael 
Mazzella’s former restaurant, Bistro 146 
in Pleasantville, is no longer operating. 
Bistro 146 remains open for business.

There was a time when New York State 
would hold itself up as a leader in public 
education.

Those days are a distant memory, in 
part because of the 2011 approval of the 
state’s tax cap.

It went into effect for the first time for 
school budgets for 2012-13 and was at 2 
percent that year. It hasn’t been at that 
level since, plunging to a microscopic 
0.12 percent for the current year’s budget. 
By comparison, this year’s school tax cap 
of 1.26 percent should be a bonanza.

Except it isn’t, not in the convoluted 
world of the cap.

The Mount Pleasant School District 
has proposed a spending increase of 
about $19,000 in the 2017-18 budget 
but has exhausted its ability to raise 
more money because the tax levy has 
managed to increase by $649,000. Not 
an extra dollar to be had, unless officials 
would like to try taking their chances 
getting approval from 60 percent of the 
voters.

District officials are forced to move 
teaching positions around like chess 
pieces, and in one instance have 
proposed using a teacher’s assistant 
instead of a teacher.

Arguments in strict acceptance of the 
cap include how school spending was 
out of control for decades. But voters 
were approving those budgets, meaning 
they wanted to spend that money.

Despite the presence of the cap, 
Westchester remains the most highly 
taxed county in the nation. Calls for 
mandate relief and alternate funding 
of public education continue to fall 
on deaf ears, making it a matter of 
time before school districts, even in 
Westchester, will have to sacrifice the 
special qualities that set them apart.

Guest Column

Editorial
Mt. Pleasant School Budget Shows That Tax Cap is Bad for Education

Pace Would Lose Valuable Resource By Closing Animal Museum 
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By Martin Wilbur
Everyone handles getting older 

differently. As Robert Bonvento 
approached his 70th birthday, he decided 
to use his talents to help himself and others 
gain a greater perspective about aging.

A writer and actor who has transitioned 
into and out of varied careers, Bonvento 
interviewed eight people all at different 
stages, ranging from a six-year-old child to 
a 103-year-old. 

Using music, audio, photography, 
videography and his own spoken words, 
he weaves their stories into one-man 
multimedia show, “Aging – a Bad Rap,” this 
Sunday at Tarrytown Music Hall at 2 p.m.

“It’s what they’ve dealt with, how they’ve 
handled some of the tragedies, what have 
been some of their successes, what they 
hope to accomplish, what they feel they 
have accomplished and we just basically 
talk about their lives in a very, very 
personal way,” said Bonvento, now 71.

Aside from different ages, Bonvento, who 
was raised in Tarrytown and graduated 
from Sleepy Hollow High School, looked 
for people with varied experiences. Some 

of the people featured in the production 
he has known personally and others were 
introduced to him to interview.

“Each individual that we contacted and 
we sat down with, has such a rich life and 
such an honest life within them that there 
was so much interaction there,” Bonvento 
said.

“What I found is that each one of these 
people that we contacted, they unfolded like 
layers of onions,” he added. “Some of them 
make you tear up, but they just had such 
depth to them.”

The production is a benefit for Hope’s 
Door, the Pleasantville-based nonprofit that 
combats domestic abuse and assists victims 
with a range of services. That choice of 
charity is not by accident.

The show blends two – or maybe three 
– of Bonvento’s careers into one effort. 
After serving in the Army and graduating 
from the University of New Hampshire, 
Bonvento earned his master’s degree and 
became a counselor in community mental 
health centers in the 1970s. He worked 
with people battling substance abuse or had 
experienced physical abuse, sexual abuse 

and depression.
His career was rewarding – 

he had always wanted to work 
in a “helping profession” – 
but the difficult situations he 
encountered took its toll. By 
late in the decade he needed 
a different outlet where he 
could escape – and found one.

“When I had done that 
work for a while, I had the 
need…to take a break from 
that for a while, so I took an 
acting class in the evening and it was an 
improvisation class,” said Bonvento.

The acting class and subsequent 
instruction turned into his next career, a 
12-year period where he worked on stage 
in various off-Broadway productions and in 
television. His first big break occurred when 
he auditioned and was accepted as a writer 
who also hosted an on-camera segment for 
PM Magazine, one of the first television 
entertainment shows. Originally picked up 
by one of the networks, it was later shown 
in the New York area on Metromedia, the 
forerunner to Fox on Channel 5.

While Bonvento could hardly believe 
he got that job, the best was yet to come. 
He met a casting director for the popular 
soap opera “All My Children,” and snagged 
a recurring role as a restaurant maître d, 
which lasted six years.

“As an actor, you’re always looking for 
work,” he said. “Unless you’re nailed down 
with a multiyear contract and doing pretty 

nicely, you’re always looking 
for work.”

Bonvento moved to Los 
Angeles for some other 
television opportunities, and 
had a role in a film “Private 
Wars,” which was shown on 
HBO. 

He and his wife, a nurse, 
and their two children longed 
to return to New York, but 
Bonvento no longer wanted to 
endure the grind of constant 

auditions. Instead, he decided to start a local 
newspaper in 1997. Now, 20 years later, the 
monthly River Journal, covering Tarrytown, 
Irvington, Sleepy Hollow, Briarcliff Manor 
and Ossining, has carved an important 
niche in those communities, Bonvento said.

“I decided to look and see how I could 
use my talents and do things that were 
meaningful to me,” he said.

Presenting this Sunday’s show is next in 
the string of many meaningful endeavors 
for Bonvento. He said he isn’t nervous about 
his return to the stage because he knows 
exactly what he wants the show to be.

“I want it to be a high-energy, sensitive, 
comedic and unpredictable show,” 
Bonvento said. “That’s what I want it to be 
and it has every opportunity to be that.”

Tickets for “Aging – a Bad Rap” are $25 
for adults and $15 for seniors and students. 
Tickets can be purchased by visiting www.
tarrytownmusichall.org or by calling 877-
840-0457.

know your
Neighbor

Robert Bonvento
Actor/Writer/Publisher

Join the Prenatal Yoga Community
@
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Kathleen Goldring 
kgoldring@sawmillclub.com
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Kathleen Goldring 
kgoldring@sawmillclub.com

Beginners Welcome!
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Child care is available.

77 Kensico Drive
Mt Kisco, NY 10549
sawmillclub.com

77 Kensico Drive
Mt Kisco, NY 10549
sawmillclub.com
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Breathe better
Birth better

Saw Mill Club 
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Join anytime
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OVER FIVE ACRES OF NEW VEHICLES IN STOCK!

RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

 *36/39 MONTHS  MONTH LEASE WITH $0,  DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $795 BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, RAM CREW $28,678, 
RENEGADE $16,785, PACIFICA $18,463, CHEROKEE $21,751, PATRIOT, $15,953 10K   MILE ALLOWANCE. UP TO 30¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES 
INCLUDE INCENTIVES ALL VEHICLE LISTED -$1000 CONQUEST LEASE OR CFC RETURN LEASE MUST EXPIRE PRIOR TO 3/5/18 NO TURN IN REQUIRED FOR CONQUEST RETURN LEASE.  SEE US FOR DETAILS .  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR 
SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY3/31/17

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

NEW 2017 RAM

RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4

EXPRESS PACKAGE!
AUTO, EXPRESS PACKAGE, 20” CHROME WHEELS, U-CONNECT, 

SPRAY-IN BEDLINER, TRAILOR HITCH STK#11917T, MSRP $45,015

NEW 2017 JEEP

PATRIOT 4X4
NEW 2016 JEEP

RENEGADE LATITUDE 4X4

THE FUN TO DRIVE 4X4!
AUTOMATIC, 4X4, COLD WEATHER GROUP, MY SKY SUN ROOF, AND 

MUCH MORE, STK# 16244J, MSRP $28,260

THE PERFECT JEEP SUV! 
LUXURY GROUP, 4X4, DUAL PANE SUNROOF, 8.4 TOUCH SCREEN, 

NAV, 21 PACKAGE, STK#16334J, MSRP $37,850

NEW 2017 JEEP

CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4

BRAND NEW 2015 CHRYSLER

200 ALL WHEEL DRIVE

ALL WHEEL DRIVE  4 DOOR SEDAN!
AUTOMATIC, ALL WHEEL DRIVE, ALLOY WHEELS, POWER WINDOWS 

AND LOCKS, NAVIGATION, DUAL PANE SUNROOF. STK#9346

4X4 ALL WHEEL DRIVE!
23G PACKAGE, AUTOMATIC, 4X4. BACK-UP CAMERA, POWER 

WINDOWS AND LOCKS,  STK#16477J, MSRP $28,975

THE BIG ZERO
DOWN EVENT

$0
DOWN

THE BIG ZERO
DOWN EVENT

$25,995
SAVE $8,415

MSRP $34,410

$324 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

$289 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$174 LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

$265 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

NEW 2017 CHRYSLER

PACIFICA TOURING L 

BEYOND LOADED LUXURY VEHICLE!
LEATHER,  8 PASSENGER, REMOTE START, PREMIUM AUTO, KEY 

SENSE  STK#5589C, MSRP $37,775

$249 LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

$0
DOWN
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MADNESS
DON’T MISS THE

& ALL THE LIVE GAME ACTION

FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS DURING
TOURNAMENT GAMES

Blackjack, Three Card Poker, Baccarat, Craps and Roulette are video lottery games operated by the New York Lottery.  Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. 
Please play responsibly. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, help is available. Call the 24-hour toll-free help line at 1-877-8HopeNY.



March 21 - March 27, 2017 The Examiner18

Now that I live in a 
maintenance-free condo, I 
am sometimes asked if I miss 
anything about living in a 
single-family house, with those 
many chores involved.

The one thing I miss most 
is that funny little room that 
transitioned my guests and I 
from the outside to our country 
kitchen – the mudroom. It 
measured only 8 feet by 9 feet, 
but inch for inch, that space was 
the most practical and most 
used location in my house.

It’s that in-between area 
that allows one to move 
with impunity from one 
environment that may be 
dusty, dirty, muddy or wet into 
a cleaner space. 

At least that is the purpose it served 
when we were an agrarian society and 
kicked off boots muddied from a day in 
the fields before entering the main house. 

Mudrooms were popular from the 18th 
century to the 1920s. But as our society 
shifted from farming to less physical 
endeavors, mudrooms were banished in 
back to give way to the foyer in front. 

But in the 1950s, perhaps because 
Americans started to collect more “stuff” in 
a prosperous time following World War II, 
the mudroom regained popularity, adding 

storage space to the function 
of housing coats and shoes. 
And in the 1970s, it morphed 
into a combo storage/laundry 
room when homeowners 
demanded that washers and 
dryers make their way up from 
the basement. 

Eventually designers 
questioned the wisdom of 
combining a place for shedding 
dirt with laundering, and 
washers and dryers made their 
way to the more convenient 
second-story bedroom level.

Today the mudroom serves 
many individualized needs 
of the homeowner and most 
times is now incorporated 
into the footprint of the 

house, taking space from the kitchen and 
most often situated as an entry from an 
attached garage. I’ve listed homes where 
the mudroom has featured a pantry as 
an extension to the kitchen, an office, a 
hobby center, a sports equipment storage 
facility, a potting room for the garden and 
a changing room for the pool, the latter of 
which is the case with my mudroom.

When I found my home, it featured a 
motley mudroom that had been tacked 
on to the back of the house sometime 
after 1860. All but abandoned in terms of 
maintenance, it was a loosely framed lean-

to with a cracked cement floor, and the 
ceiling was just the raw rafters of the roof, 
overlaid with wood shingles. There was no 
insulation and only wood shelves on one 
wall suggesting that the structure may have 
doubled as a potting shed. 

Because it was the direct access from 
our driveway to the kitchen, it was hardly 
an attractive entrance to the house.

In my boldest construction project 
before or since, I chipped away the broken 
cement and hand-poured a new concrete 
foundation from a number of mixings in 
my wheelbarrow. I insulated the walls and 
created a nice closet and space for a half-
bath. Other than the installation of the 
bathroom fixtures and a new windowed 
door that replaced one with decaying 
solid wood, I did all the work myself. 
And, now, as a semi-retired fixer-upper, I 
recall that work from long ago with great 
satisfaction. 

When designing a mudroom and 
selecting its finishes, it’s well to remember 
that there’s a reason that the word “mud” 
lingers in its name. Materials for flooring 
should, therefore, be durable, easy to 
clean and water resistant. This is not the 
space for wall-to-wall carpeting, but tile, 
vinyl, natural slate or porcelain tile are 
excellent flooring choices.

Wall treatments also should not be 
delicate, but might be a solid vinyl which 
can be scrubbed without damage, or 

paneling that will be more forgiving when 
visitors lean against the wall to remove 
soiled shoes or boots.

One design trick is to use the same 
cabinetry in the mudroom that is used 
in the kitchen, giving the impression that 
both rooms are bigger than they actually 
are.

Mudrooms often don’t have windows, 
although it’s ideal if they do. If not, 
overhead lighting is preferred rather than 
wall fixtures that protrude into cramped 
space or standing lamps that could 
interfere with cleaning the floor.

A modern mudroom might best include 
closed storage areas and a large closet 
organized in a way to separate clothing 
and equipment for the outside. Lacking 
a closet, the mudroom can accommodate 
an armoire for storage purposes.

Considering how many uses the 
mudroom has today, perhaps it deserves 
an upgrade in title to the all-purpose 
room.  

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Mudroom: Unglamorous Name, Spectacular Function

December 30 - January 5, 20154 The White Plains Examiner

SmaLL NewS IS  
BIG NewS

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

continued from page 3
Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.
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SHOP LOCAL
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By Richard Louv
Every summer, when I was in junior 

high and high school, my buddy Pete 
Sebring would disappear for a few weeks 
to a camp in the mountains west of 
Colorado Springs. I resented it. For me, 
those humid July weeks back in Kansas 
dragged, and then Pete would come home 
telling tales of adventure — as if he had 
been to some alpine Oz.

As it turns out, that camp shaped Pete 
in ways neither of us realized at the time. 
He credits his summers in Colorado with 
giving him a foundation for success and 
longevity – more than three decades – as 
a teacher.

“The camp encouraged me to invent 
activities, such as pioneering, survival 
hikes and overnights, and identifying 
native plants of central Colorado,” he 
said. “Once while picking ground plums, 
which tasted like raw green beans, we 
uncovered an ancient hunting site full 
of arrowheads, charcoal, and flint chips. 
I also encountered brown bears, coyotes, 
pumas, and wolves – one white and one 
black. Only the kids with me believed me.”

I was one of those who didn’t believe 
that Pete had encountered wolves. This 
morning, I checked the history: The 
Colorado Department of Resources 
reports that, while wolves were, by official 
measure, eradicated in the 1930s, “there 

have been sporadic reports of wolves 
in Colorado over the decades” — none 
confirmed. They may have been wolf-
hybrids or dogs or, just maybe, wolves. 

“Their night howls were long, sonorous, 
and unnerving, Pete recalled.

One more reason I wished I could have 
gone to summer camp with him.

Still, during those years, I had my own 
adventures – a free-range childhood spent 
fishing and chasing snakes and building 
forts in the woods. Those experiences 
shaped my life every bit as much as Pete’s 
time at camp shaped his.

Today, too few children and young 
people have either experience – free-
range or camp. In my book, “Last Child in 
the Woods,” I describe how young people 
can likely tell you about the Amazon rain 
forest, but they’ll likely be hard-pressed to 
describe the last time they explored the 
woods in solitude or lay in a field listening 
to the wind and watching the clouds 
move. Nature is becoming an abstraction, 
something to watch on the flip-down TV 
screen from the back seat of a minivan.

In 2005, “Generation M: Media in 
the Lives of Eight- to Eighteen-Year-
Olds,” conducted by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation, revealed that children are 
plugged into some kind of electronic 
medium an average of five-and-a-half 
hours a day, 

“the equivalent of a full-time job, 
and more time than they spend doing 
anything else besides sleeping.”

One reason kids aren’t going outside 
as much is parental fear. News and 
entertainment media have conditioned us 
to believe that life outside the front door 
is far more dangerous than it actually is, at 
least from stranger-danger. Nonetheless, 
this fear is unlikely to go away, which 
is one of the reasons parents are likely 
to value camps even more in the future 
than they do today. Risk is always a part 
of life, but camps can offer parents the 
reassurance that their children will be safe 
as they receive the gifts of nature.

The physical benefits are obvious. Others 
are more subtle, but no less important. 
For example, research shows that nature 

experiences significantly reduce children’s 
stress. Free play in natural areas enhances 
children’s cognitive flexibility, problem-
solving ability, creativity, self-esteem, and 
self-discipline. Effects of Attention Deficit 
Disorder are reduced when children have 
regular access to the outdoors. Studies 
of outdoor education programs geared 
toward troubled youth – especially those 
diagnosed with mental-health problems – 
show a clear therapeutic value.

Children are happier and healthier 
when they have frequent and varied 
opportunities for experiences in the out-
of-doors.

Nature-oriented camps also help care 
for the health of the earth; many studies 
show that nature play in childhood 
is the chief determining factor in the 
environmental consciousness of adults.

Clearly there’s more to camp than 
s’mores. Pete could have told us that. In 
fact, he did.

Richard Louv is the author of  “Last Child 
in the Woods: Saving Our Children from 
Nature-Deficit Disorder” and chairman 
of the Children & Nature Network (www.
cnaturenet.org).

Reprinted by permission of the American 
Camp Association. 
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If you are college-bound or already 
enrolled, experts say it’s worth investing 
the time to investigate scholarship 
opportunities – even if you think you may 
not be eligible for most opportunities. 

According to a recent study, more than 
a third of college costs in the U.S. were 
covered by scholarships and grants in the 
2015-16 academic year.

“Scholarship money doesn’t have to be 
paid back, and it can significantly reduce 
out-of-pocket college costs for families,” 
said Martha Holler, senior vice president 
at Sallie Mae. 

Holler also points out that scholarships 
are not just for star football players and 
valedictorians. From scholarships for dart 
players and vegetarians to filmmakers and 
those fluent in Klingon, available awards 
run the gamut and extend well beyond 
academics or athletics to a wide range of 
activities, interests and affiliations.

“Have a passion for designing greeting 
cards? There’s a scholarship for that! 
Interested in helping people understand 
the perils of texting when driving? There’s 
a scholarship for that too,” Holler said.

With this in mind, Holler and the 
experts at Sallie Mae are offering the 
following scholarship tips.

• Be thorough. Don’t overlook smaller 
scholarships. Even a few hundred dollars 
can help offset the cost of textbooks and 

supplies.
• Be proactive. Apply for scholarships 

every year. About half of available 
scholarships are for students already 
enrolled in college.

• Be diligent. Pay attention to details. 
Follow instructions and proofread 
carefully.

• Be careful. Never pay for scholarships 
or for scholarship searches. School 
counselors and school financial aid offices 
can recommend reputable options. One 
such site is Scholarship Search by Sallie 
Mae, a free scholarship search tool that is 
home to five million scholarships valued 
at $24 billion dollars. The tool responds 
with matches that identify relevant 
scholarships and their award amounts, 
application requirements and deadlines, 

and it automatically 
sends updates when it 
identifies new matches. 
Those who register are 
automatically eligible 
to win the Plan for 
College Sweepstakes, 
which awards $1,000 
each month to a winner 
selected at random.

• Be on time. 
Meet deadlines. 
If an application 
can’t be submitted 

electronically, use certified mail. Stay 
organized and ahead of deadlines by 
using automated calendar alerts.

For more scholarship tips, visit 
SallieMae.com/ScholarshipSearch.

College scholarships come in all shapes 
and sizes and billions of dollars are 
awarded each year. By applying to all the 
scholarships for which you are eligible, 
you can be sure you are not passing up 
any opportunity to reduce your potential 
debt down the line.

This article is reprinted by permission of 
statepoint.net.

Tips for Students, Parents to Help Land a College Scholarship
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Soundview Prep is designed for college bound students who 

desire a more personalized and inspired educational experience.

With a 4-to-1 student-faculty ratio, small class sizes embody

Soundview Prep’s philosophy that students best develop academic

skills and self-esteem when teachers understand the learning

style, passion, and interests of each student. Join us for an 

Information Session or Closer-Look Day, and see what makes a

Soundview Prep education so meaningful and transformative.
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Tuesday, Mar. 21
Open Classroom: Guitar Ensemble. 

Guitar Ensemble students from Purchase 
College’s Conservatory of Music perform 
in the galleries. Neuberger Museum of 
Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
3 to 4 p.m. $10. Museum members and 
Purchase College students, faculty and 
staff: Free. Info: 914-251-6100 or visit 
www.neuberger.org.

Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 
with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

Container Gardening. No space for an 
in-ground garden? Do you have terrible 
soil conditions? Want to change things 
up in the landscape? Master Gardener 
Linda Bradshaw will discuss how to do 
this and more with moveable containers 
and window boxes. Presented by the 
Hudson Park Children’s Greenhouse 
Committee. New Rochelle Public Library’s 
Ossie Davis Theater, 1 Library Plaza, New 
Rochelle. 6 to 8 p.m. Free (Donations 
greatly appreciated). Info: Visit www.
hudsonparkgreenhouse.org. 

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also Mar. 28. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Chappaqua Library Board of Trustees 
Meeting. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave, Chappaqua. 7:45 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-238-4779.

Wednesday, Mar. 22
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-up. Whether you 
just gave birth to your first or fourth child, 
join us and enjoy time to meet and chat 
with other new moms in the Romperee 
Indoor Playground. This is not a structured 
class, but rather an opportunity to hang 
out with your new baby. We also invite 
guest speakers to come and share their 
expertise about various topics that interest 
parents of new babies. World Cup Schools, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday through June 
21. Info: 914-238-9267.

Cooking by the Book. Children are 
introduced to the ingredients, encouraged 
to explore them with all senses and learn 
how to measure and take turns, making a 
dish inspired by a children’s book. While 
the food is cooking, the children listen 
to the story, reinforcing what they have 
learned during the cooking lesson. To 
conclude, the children and their caregivers 
enjoy the final dish and receive the recipe 
to take home. For children three to six 
years old (with a caregiver). Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-864-
0130.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 
provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 

prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 800-272-3900 or visit www.
alz.org/hudsonvalley. 

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Meditation Series: Midday Mind 
Break. Benefits of meditation include 
increase focus and memory; increased 
health; reduced stress, anxiety and pain; 
and increased productivity and happiness. 
Led by Alka Kaminer. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd., 
East, Armonk. 12:15 p.m. Free. Also Mar.  
22 and 29. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.com.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Also Mar. 22 and 29. Info: 914-273-
3887. 

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Reading and a Conversation. Rachel 
Kushner, an acclaimed novelist and short 

story writer, will have a reading followed 
by a discussion. Kushner is the author of 
two novels, “Telex from Cuba” and “The 
Flamethrowers and a collection of short 
stories, “The Strange Case of Rachel K.” 
Part of the Durst Distinguished Lecture 
Series. Neuberger Museum Study at 
Purchase College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-251-
6550 or visit www.news.purchase.edu.

Art Series: The Norton Simon. 
Originally known as the Pasadena Art 
Institute and then The Pasadena Art 
Museum, it was one of the few modern 
art museums in California during the 
1960s and ‘70s and was instrumental in 
supporting local California artists. With 
a superb sculpture garden housing some 
of the world’s heavy-hitting artists, the 
Norton Simon features an exterior façade 
comprised of tiles created by acclaimed 
American ceramic artist Edith Heathe. 
Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

Bedford Chamber Concert Series. 
Featuring a piano four-hands (two 
players at one piano) performance by 
married pianists Misha and Cipa Dichter. 
The internationally acclaimed duo will 
play music by Mozart and Schubert, 
including the latter’s “Fantasia in F Minor.” 
Refreshments served at intermission. St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal Church Fellowship 
Hall, 382 Cantitoe St. (Route 22), Bedford. 
8 p.m. $40. Info: 914-522-5150 or visit 
www.bedfordchamberconcerts.org. 

Thursday, Mar. 23
Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

continued on page 23
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Bridge for Beginners With Joel 
Goren. Classes for beginners who want 
to learn the basics of bridge. The lessons 
are designed for players with little or no 
previous knowledge of bridge. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:15 a.m. Free. Also 
Mar. 23 and 30. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children two-
and-a-half to five years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 

own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Bridge for the Advanced Beginner/
Intermediate Player. Do you want to 
improve your bridge game? but you’re too 
advanced for the beginner class? for people 
with some knowledge of the game. With 
Joel Goren. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 2 p.m. 
Free. Also Mar. 23 and 30. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 

favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

“Inside Out: Increasing Curb Appeal 
to Sell Your Home.” Nelson Salazar, real 
estate salesperson from Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage in Katonah, has 
brought together local experts to join him 
on a panel discussing tips on improving 
curb appeal inside and outside the home. 
Light refreshments served. Katonah 
Village Library, 26 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 
6 p.m. Free. Registration encouraged; 
walk-ins welcome. Info and registration: 
914-666-0066 or e-mail mfeuer@
cocommunications.com.

Artist Talk: Fred Wilson. Purchase 
College graduate Fred Wilson (Class 
of 1976) talks about his site-specific 
installations that encourage viewers to 
reconsider social and historical narratives, 
raising critical questions about the politics 
of erasure and exclusion. Neuberger 
Museum of Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 6:30 to 8 p.m. $10. Purchase 
College students, staff and faculty and 
museum members: Free. Info: 914-251-
6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

John Jay: The Westchester Years. John 
Jay lived in Westchester County for more 

than half his life. This illustrated lecture 
explores aspects of life in the county as it 
was experienced by Jay, first in colonial 
New York, then in an independent nation. 
The program, presented by Homestead 
volunteer Barry Abisch, also reviews 
some of the local impacts of Jay’s 27-year 
public career. Refreshments follow the 
program. John Jay Homestead, 400 Jay 
St. (Route 22), Katonah. 7 p.m. Members: 
$10. Non-members: $15. Info: Visit www.
johnjayhomestead.org.

Bedford Community Theatre MeetUp. 
Do you have a passion for theater and an 
interest in meeting more like-minded 
people dedicated to the production of live 
performances? The Bedford Community 
Theatre’s first meetup will address upcoming 
productions and creating opportunities for 
readings, improvisation and musical and 
theatrical experiences in which the whole 
community can participate. No experience 
necessary. The Patio, 222 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 7 p.m. Free. Info: Visit  www.
bedfordcommunitytheatre.org.

Spring Into History Lecture Series 
Talk: Women in Hudson Valley History. 
An evening of Hudson River Valley history 
as presented by Vernon Benjamin, author 
of “The History of the Hudson River 
Valley: From Wilderness to the Civil War” 

By Anna Young
Axial Theatre will celebrate women in 

theater over the next two weekends.
The Pleasantville theater company 

will present, “Glass Ceiling Breakers,” a 
festival of seven one-act plays showcasing 
women playwrights and directors that 
coincides with the conclusion of Women’s 
History Month. The works ranging from 
comedy to drama, will tackle a wide 
range of themes from spiritual salvation 
to workplace brutality while presenting a 
diverse display of women characters and 
the men in their lives. 

After realizing how underrepresented 
women are in theater, playwrights Linda 
Giuliano and Gabrielle Fox conceived 
the idea for the festival. It will provide 
established writers a well-deserved 
spotlight. 

“Westchester provides important 
venues for theater artists seeking to 
bring their work before an audience and 
audiences seeking to be deeply moved,” 
said Giuliano, Axial Theatre’s associate 
artistic director and literary manager.

Giuliano added that she often observes 
women playwrights successfully 
creating intensely private and intimate 
experiences in the public space of the 
theater. 

The 90-minute show will bring to the 
audience stories by Fox and Giuliano 
as well as five other female playwrights 

from Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess 
counties.

Fox also hopes the production will 
draw attention to the high talent level 
and the variety of female artists in the 
region.

“I think it’s weird that in the theater 
industry, an industry that’s so open 
minded, women aren’t represented,” said 
Fox, a playwright instructor at Axial. 
“This is a great opportunity for Axial 
to celebrate women and it’s been very 

inspiring to be a part of. People will not 
be bored.”

Performances will take place at the 
Community House of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, located at 8 Sunnyside Ave. in 
Pleasantville, starting this Friday at 8 
p.m. Performances continue on Mar. 25 
and Apr. 1 at 3 and 8 p.m. and Mar. 26 

and Apr. 2 at 4 p.m. There is also a show 
on Friday, Mar. 31 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $25 for adults and 
$20 seniors and students, which 
can be purchased by visiting www.
brownpapertickets.com. For more 
information, call 914-286-7680. 

Pleasantville-based Axial Theatre Ready to Shatter the Glass Ceiling

REBECCA LEON PHOTOS
Tensions run high in the survival bunker in the political comedy “The Second Coming” by Gabrielle Fox, 
one of  seven plays at Axial Theatre’s upcoming Glass Ceiling Breakers.The festival will showcase women 
playwrights and directors. Pictured, left to right, are Anna Fawcett, Joe Albert Lima and Michael Sullivan. 

continued on page 24
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Lori Franzese and Michael Raymond Fox in 
“Small Talk” by Evelyn Mertens, one of  the seven 
plays that comprise Axial Theatre’s Glass Ceiling 
Breakers festival.
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and “The History of the Hudson River 
Valley: From the Civil War to Modern 
Times.” He will focus his talk on women 
in Hudson Valley History in honor 
of National Women’s History Month. 
Includes the program, self-guided tours 
and wine and cheese. Horace Greeley 
House, 100 King St., Chappaqua. 7:30 p.m. 
$10 recommended donation. Registration 
recommended. Info and registration: 
Contact Cassie Ward at 914-238-4666 or 
e-mail director@newcastlehs.org. 

Friday, Mar. 24
New York State Department of 

Transportation Job Fair. Information 
on full-time positions in the areas of 
highway maintenance, motor equipment 
mechanics and structural engineering. 
Attendees can fill out applications and 
information will be available in English 
and Spanish and a Spanish translator will 
be present. Sponsored by the Westchester 
state Assembly delegation. Greenburgh 
Public Library’s Multipurpose Room, 300 
Tarrytown Rd., Elmsford. 11:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Free. Info: Contact Assemblyman 
Thomas Abinanti’s office at 914-631-1605.

Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with 
Amy. A great dance fitness workout for 
those who like to sweat, sizzle and tone 
while moving to the beat of exhilarating 
rhythms with a low impact/high intensity 
approach. A perfect class for those who 
need to protect vulnerable body parts such 
as knees, shoulders and back. Try a free 
trial class. Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 
Memorial Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 
11 a.m. to noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every 
Friday. Also Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Info: Call or text the instructor at 914-643-
6162.

Pizza and a Movie Family Night. 
Featuring “Pete’s Dragon” starring Bryce 
Dallas Howard, Robert Redford and Karl 
Urban. A live action reimagining of the 
Disney animated classic, it is a movie 
about the adventures of an orphaned boy 
named Pete and his best friend, Elliot, 
who happens to be a dragon. Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 292 Elwood Ave., 
Hawthorne. Pizza at 6 p.m. Movie at 7 p.m. 
Free. Reservations appreciated. Info and 
reservations: 914-769-2546.

Breath in Motion: Wind Instruments 
Come to Life! The concert, an 
introduction to woodwinds for children, 
will feature members of the Hoff-
Barthelson Music School’s woodwind 
faculty performing everything from 
Bach to jazz. Designed to be educational, 
engaging and fun for children and their 
families.  Bring your recorders and join in 
the fun of playing simple folk songs along 
with the performers. Followed by light 
refreshments and an instrumental “petting 
zoo” where children are invited to see the 
instruments up close and ask questions. 

Suitable for children five years old and up. 
Hoff-Barthelson Music School, 25 School 
Lane, Scarsdale. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
723-1169 or e-mail hb@hbms.org.

Friday Night Cinema: “Potiche.” This 
2012 film adaptation of the hit French 
play takes us back to 1977 when a woman’s 
place was in the home. When a series of 
setbacks forces a change in administration 
in a French umbrella factory, something’s 
got to give. but what will it be? Starring 
Gerard Deparieu and Catherine Denueve. 
In French with English subtitles. Post-
screening discussion led by Professor 
Valerie Franco. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Agatha Christie’s “The Mousetrap.” The 
longest running play on London’s West End 
comes to Lyndhurst Mansion. It’s murder...
and spine-tinglingly fun when an eclectic 
group of strangers are stranded in a remote 
mansion during a severed snowstorm. 
Sargent Trotter arrives to investigate a grisly 
crime that appears connected to someone 
there. Presented by M&M Performing 
Arts Company. Lyndhurst Mansion, 635 S. 
Broadway (Route 9), Tarrytown. 7 p.m. $35. 
Seniors: $30. Children (16 and under): $25. 
Also Mar. 25 and 31 and Apr. 1 at 7 p.m. 
Mar. 26 and Apr. 2 at 6 p.m. Info and tickets: 
888-71-TICKETS or visit www.Lyndhurst.
org.

Launch Event and Author Signing. 
Local authors Susanna Reich and Gary 
Golio and illustrator Adam Gustavson 
will be on hand to celebrate Reich’s new 
children’s book “Stand Up and Sing! Pete 
Seeger, Folk Music and the Path to Justice. 
Includes a reading, signing, live music and 
singalong with the authors. For children six 
years old and up. The Village Bookstore, 10 
Washington Ave., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-769-8322. 

Ralphie May. On the comedy scene 
for over 25 years, May was runner-up on 
the hit show “Last Comic Standing.” The 
Tennessee native currently has his own 
Netflix production called Unruly, which he 
describes as “the biggest launch in Netflix 
history.” May began his professional 
comedic career at 17 when he opened for 
his idol and mentor Sam Kinison. He’s best 
known for his unfiltered, unadulterated 
and uncensored jokes that are realistically 
understandable but hysterically funny. 
Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown 
St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $35 and $40. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Glass Ceiling Breakers: A Women’s 
Playwright Festival. Believed to be a first 
for a Westchester theater, this celebration 
of women playwrights features seven one-
act plays written and directed by women. 
Coinciding with Women’s History Month, 
the plays range from farce to fantasy, 
tackle themes from spiritual salvation to 
workplace brutality and present a diverse 

parade of women characters and the men 
in their lives. Presented by Axial Theatre. 
St. John’s Episcopal Church Community 
House, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 8 
p.m. $25. Seniors and students: $20. Also 
Mar. 25 and Apr. 1 at 3 and 8 p.m. Mar. 26 
and Apr. 2 at 2 p.m. and Mar. 31 at 8 p.m. 
Info: 914-286-7680. Tickets: Visit www.
brownpapertickets.com (search: Axial 
Theatre).

Saturday, Mar. 25
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

Pleasantville Farmers Market is the 
largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester and the one voted “Best 
of Westchester” in 2014 to 2016 by the 
readers of Westchester Magazine. With 
over 40 vendors participating in the indoor 
market, the delicious good time continues. 
Pleasantville Middle School, 40 Romer 
Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: 
Visit www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Fall Prevention: A Matter of Balance. 
Many seniors have a fear of falling and 
restrict their activities. This eight-session 
program emphasizes practical strategies 
to reduce this fear and increase activity 
levels by improving strength, balance 
and flexibility. Phelps Hospital, C Level 
classroom, 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Saturdays 
through May 6. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-366-3937.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

League of Women Voters Forum on 
Potential Constitutional Convention. 
Voters in New York State will decide this 
November whether to have a constitutional 
convention. This occurs every 20 years as 
mandated by the state constitution. The 
Rivertowns League of Women Voters is 
hosting this informational forum, which 
will cover the historical background 
of this process, the pros and cons of a 
convention, how the constitution can be 
changed, determining procedures for the 
convention and policy areas for possible 
change. Featuring legal experts John 
Nonna, Nicholas Robinson and Jay C. 
Carlisle II. A light breakfast will be served. 
Greenburgh Public Library Multipurpose 
Room, 300 Tarrytown Rd., Elmsford. 10:30 
a.m. Free. RSVP required. Info and RSVP: 
E-mail info@lwv-rivertowns.org.

Meditation Workshop. Michael 
Cardillo will help you reach peace and a 
clear vision in meeting your life’s goals. An 
AA member, he will share his knowledge 

and meditation techniques. Open to all. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. 
Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday and Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Saddle Up Saturdays With Jonathan 
Demme: “Stagecoach.” This series returns 
to try and recapture the heady thrill of 
settling into the theater for the delicious 
ritual of getting immersed in a full-tilt 
Saturday Western matinee. Demme 
will appear at select screenings. Jacob 
Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. Noon. Members: $8. Non-
members: $13. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

“Sell My House: Tips for Making Your 
Property Market-Ready.” Now is the time 
of year when many people decide to put 
their house up for sale. To quickly secure 
the interest of serious house shoppers 
and to make sure sellers are getting what 
their home is worth, it is imperative that 
a home grabs buyers’ attention from the 
get-go. Veteran realtor Nelson Salazar will 
cover the steps sellers can take to make 
their home dressed for success, including 
estimating home’s value, tips on preparing 
a home for sale and creating better curb 
appeal. Lewisboro Public Library, 15 Main 
St., South Salem. 2 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-875-
9004 or e-mail lewisborolibrary@gmail.
com. 

“The Last Romance.” On an ordinary 
day in a routine life, Ralph decides to take 
a different path on his daily walk, which 
leads him to an unexpected second chance 
at love. Join us for this heartwarming 
drama/comedy about the transformative 
power of love. Presented by M&M 
Productions. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Celebrating Purim Humanist Style. 
An annual Purim celebration includes a 
mini Purimspiel and a special interactive 
reading of the megillah, (Humanist style) 
led by Rabbi Tamburello. Participants may 

continued on page 28

continued from page 23
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By Anna Young
Pleasantville Country Club (PCC) 

recently named a highly respected 
and well-recognized longtime 
professional as its new director of 
golf.

Sharon McQuillan, the only 
female head golf professional in 
Westchester, started her new position 
on Mar. 1 at the club. She said she is 
excited for the opportunity to build 
memberships, promote the facility 
and enhance the club’s playing and 
coaching atmosphere.

“A lot of people don’t know about 
the Pleasantville Country Club,” 
said McQuillan. “I’m trying to help 
promote the club and introduce the 
club to a lot of people who didn’t 
really know that it existed.” 

McQuillan started golfing at 19 
and was one of the first women in 
the nation to become a PGA member 
in 1982. Also a LPGA member, 
McQuillan was the first woman to 
operate as the head professional 
at Bonnie Briar Country Club in 
Larchmont, where she served for 10 
years.

Hoping to attract more members 

in Pleasantville, McQuillan has plans 
to improve the nine-hole facility by 
launching a teaching area containing 
cement strips with mats, new yellow 
range golf balls, ball cleaners and a 

range cart with a golf ball picker. 
She will begin her seven-week 

junior clinic on Apr. 2 that will cater 
to three age groups ranging 
from 4 to 16 years old for 
$240. Hour-long lessons 
will be held on Sundays 
with the earliest age group 
beginning at 3 p.m. and 
the oldest starting at 5 p.m. 
Each class will be limited to 
six youths.

McQuillan will also offer 
45-minute private lessons 
for PCC members. Prices 
are $120 per lesson for 10 
sessions, five lessons for 
$130 each or one lesson for 
$150. 

With considerable coaching 
experience, McQuillan is a U.S. Kids 
Golf certified instructor and has 
taught at the Jim McLean Golf School 
and serves as tour director for the 
U.S. Kids Golf Tour for Long Island. 
She also serves as a private instructor 
for more than 100 students. 

She said the key to a strong golf 
game is focusing on improving the 
swing, physical conditioning, proper 

equipment and developing the 
mental part of the game. 

As a sponsor for the Executive 
Women’s Golf Association 
(EWGA), a national golf 
community for women 
consisting of golfers of all 
abilities, McQuillan plans on 
hosting a nine-hole event for 
the association. 

Members of the EWGA 
will also make themselves 
available for group clinics at 
the club.

“All I have to do is 
make a post on Facebook 
mentioning the clinics, 
memberships and junior 
programs and it gets 

advertised,” McQuillan said. “I’m 
trying to get people to notice 
everything, I want to keep this place 
active.”

The Pleasantville Country Club 
is located at 110 Nannahagen 
Rd. in Pleasantville. For more 
information, call 914-769-2809, 
visit www.pleasantvillecountryclub.
com, or e-mail golf@
pleasantvillecountryclub.com. 

Sharon McQuillan is Pleasantville Country 
Club’s new director of  golf. McQuillan officially 
started on Mar. 1.

P’ville Country Club Names New Director to Head Golf Program 

1. consign (v.)
   A) to look carefully at   B) entrust    C) offer comfort

2.  apothegm (n.)
   A) an instructive saying   B) a pharmacy    C) the best example 

3. conversant (adj.)
   A) resistant to authority   B) uncommunicative   C) well informed about

4. tucket (n.)
   A) a trumpet fanfare   B) great vigor    C) a grassy mound

5. garboil (n.)
   A) a style of clothing   B) a grotesque figure    C) a state of commotion

6. eristic (adj.)
   A) straight and vertical   B) characterize by debate   C) overly sensitive 

7. betise (n.)
   A) a close companion    B) a stupid mistake    C) an amount wagered 

8. propitiate (v.)
   A) to appease   B) predict a future event    C) put forward a theory 

Spring Forward. Spring has arrived and so, let’s plant the idea of adding a few new words to 
your vocabulary. It’s not guaranteed, or even likely, that any of the quiz words this week will put 
a spring in your step, but one or more of them just might make your vocabulary bloom. Enjoy the 
longer, warmer days ahead.

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz 

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1: B. To give over to the care of another; entrust
2: A. A terse, witty, instructive saying; a maxim; 
aphorism
3: C. Well informed about or knowing thoroughly; 
familiar 
4: A. Short lively tune played on brass instruments; 

fanfare
5: C. State of commotion, and noise, and confusion; 
tumult; uproar
6: B. Of or characterized by debate or argument
7: B. A stupid mistake; folly; foolishness
8: A. To please a god or person who is annoyed with 
you; appease 
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 032117

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
Medical Billing and Coding Career 
Training at Sullivan and Cogliano Train-
ing Centers Call 1-888-535- 9909 or click 
learn.sctrain.edu Financial Aid Available 
to those who qualify. sctrain.edu/disclo-
sures

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-

NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
Cash buyer seeks large acreage 200+ 
acres in the Central/Finger Lakes and 
Catskills Regions of NY State. Brokers 
welcome. For immediate confidential re-
sponse, call 607-353-8068 or email info@
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LAWN AND GARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES -SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg 
$129 Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367
www.lowcosttrees.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FRUIT 
& PEPPER, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/30/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 

be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 109 
Robins Rd., New Rochelle, NY 10801. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MEN-
TAL HEALTH COUNSELING SER-
VICE WESTCHESTER, PLLC. Arts of 
org filed with Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 01/26/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
the PLLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 110 Washington Ave., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: To provide Mental 
Health Counseling.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC).  
NAME: DGOLDCONSULTING, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 01/04/17. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 24 Larissa 
Lane; Thornwood, New York 10594, 
principal business location of the LLC. 
Purpose: any lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NO-
ZELGOV, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on Jan. 06, 2017. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Yves Jerome 60 Morrow 
Ave. 5KS Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF YOU-
CREATE, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/13/17.  Office in Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 25 Caruso Pl., Armonk, NY 
10504. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF McAllis-
ter & Quinn, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/24/2017. 
Office: N/A. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail process to the principal busi-
ness address: 1030 15th St NW, Ste 590W, 
Washington, DC 20005. Purpose: any 
lawful acts.

FORGEMASTER GAMES, LLC, Filed 
w/ NY Dept. of State on January 5, 2017, 
Located at 622 Midland Ave, Yonkers, NY, 
10704, Westchester County. The NY Sec-
retary of STATE has been designated as 
the agent upon whom may be served may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
NY 11228. Purpose Any Lawful Act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KDB 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with SSNY 
on 2/15/17.  Office Location: Putnam  
County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: KDB Prop-
erty Maintenance LLC, P.O. Box 1669, 
Carmel, NY 10512. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 197 
FOWLER ROAD, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on February 13, 2017. 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent for service of process  
on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of  
process to: Timothy J. Maher, 12 Oak 
Valley Lane, Purchase, New York 10577.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAG-
DOM, LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 3, 2017. Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Lori S. Gage, 12 Elskip Lane, 
Greenwich, CT 06831. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of KP & LM, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on December 29, 2016, Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 1 South Broad-
way Unit 4F, White Plains NY 10601. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A NY 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC). NAME: SWAT LIMO, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filling date with 
Secretary of State (SSNY) was 27 February 
2017. Office location: Westchester Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served and SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to 208 West Street, Mount Kisco, 
NY 10549. Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ME-
DINA CONSULTING USA LLC. Art. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 03/02/2017. Of-
fice loc: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
77 Tackora Trail, Ridgefield, CT 06877. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ENTER-
PRISE WEB SPECIALISTS, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on February 
03, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 

continued on next page

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

Hudson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .518-828-7001
Kingston. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .845-331-0114
Middletown. . . . . . . . . . . . . .845-342-2220
Newburgh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .845-562-5157
Peekskill. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .914-737-8800
Poughkeepsie. . . . . . . . . . .845-473-5900
Rhinebeck. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .845-876-1976
Email us at. . . . .myjob@ucicare.com

We have hours you will love from Part-Time to
Full-Time… and even some Live-In Assignments!

NOW HIRING CERTIFIED
PCAs & HHAs — Immediate Placements!

Call or email an employment coordinator today to interview for openings near these locations:

Learn more at www.unlimitedcare.com
Great Benefits Including Medical and 401(k) Plan

Mention Job Code # 6977 when inquiring or applying

continued on page 28
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I’m always open to 
new wines making 
an entrance onto the 
stage of American 
offerings. I never 
know which of the 
wines competing 
for my palate and 
my wallet will 
be successful. Of 
course, this whole 

process can be overwhelming; a bit of 
guidance can be helpful. 

Last week, I solicited and published red 
blended wine recommendations from local 
wine shops. The response was encouraging. 
Certain readers found wines they had never 
heard of, or wines comprised of grapes they 
had never heard of. But more of that in a 
future column. This week I’ve expanded 
these recommendations to include wine 
shops not surveyed last week. 

Limited space requires tight, concise 
descriptions, which are provided by each 
merchant. Grape composition is listed in 
declining order of volume.
Eric, Kings Crown Wines, Pleasantville
1. Donna Paula Estate, Black Edition, 
2013, $15 (Argentina), Malbec/Cabernet 
Sauvignon/Petite Verdot. Light chocolate, 
berry and nutmeg character. 
2. Inkberry, 2012, $15 (Australia), Shiraz/
Cabernet Sauvignon. Red currant, black 
currant and a hint of stewed plums. 

Medium bodied with hints of cool climate 
leafiness, juicy notes and subtle oak.
3. Chateau Michel de Vert, 2014, $14 
(France), Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot. 
Medium-bodied, tart, young, red fruit with 
subtle licorice on finish.
Rocco, Leonard Park Wines, Mt. Kisco
1. La Maialina “Gertrude,” 2014, $14 (Italy), 
Sangiovese/Merlot/Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Take the famous grape of the region, 
Sangiovese, and blend it with international 
grapes, and a unique combination is created 
that is powerful, balanced and palate-
pleasing. 
2. Barahonda “Carro,” 2014, $13 (Spain), 
Monastrell/Syrah/Merlot/Tempranillo. 
Deep cherry color, full-bodied, rich red 
fruit bouquet, well-structured and pleasing 
to the palate.
3. Chateau des Rouilleres, 2014, $13 
(France), Merlot/Cabernet Franc/Cabernet 
Sauvignon. Another great value from 
Bordeaux. Fruit-forward yet well-balanced, 
just the way Americans like their red wine.
Diana, Moderne Barn Wines, Armonk
1. Dalliance Red, 2013, $15 (California), 
Zinfandel/Syrah/Tempranillo/Petite Sirah/
Merlot/Barbera. Aromas 
and flavors of ripe cherry, 
blackberry and rich vanilla 
with flavors of blackberry, 
cinnamon spice, vanilla; soft 
tannins. A house favorite!
2. Le Caniette Rosso Bello, 

2012, $11 (Italy), Montepulciano/
Sangiovese. 100 percent organically farmed; 
cherry nose laced with black currant and 
hints of cedar and spice. Balanced tannins 
and fruit on the palate and finish. 
3. Eighth Wonder, Silver Tree Meritage, 
2012, $14 (South Africa), Cabernet 
Sauvignon/Merlot/Petit Verdot/Malbec. 
Powerful dark currant and mulberry flavors; 
delicate balance of oak and cedar tones.
Kirk, Chappaqua Wines, Chappaqua
1. Chateau Gazeneau, 2012, $13 (France), 
Merlot/Cabernet Sauvignon/Cabernet 
Franc. I find Bordeaux to be a perfect choice 
to accompany light meat dishes; delicate 
fruit notes and subtle hints of earth.
2. Falesco Vitiano, 2014, $14 (Italy), 
Sangiovese/Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot). 
Great value. The Sangiovese shows ripe 
cherry notes; the Cabernet and Merlot give 
the wine structure.
3. Coto do Hayas, 2014, $14 (Spain), 
Garnacha/Syrah). Abundance of fruit that 
jumps from the glass and a warm rich feel 
on the palate. The bold flavors pair well with 
hearty meat dishes.
Bruce, Siegel Bros. Wines and 

Marketplace, Mt. Kisco
1. Silver Buckle, 2014, $15 
(California), Syrah/Merlot/
Zinfandel. Flavors of mixed 
berry, dark chocolate and 
cinnamon spice. truly a 
unique full-bodied blend with 

great finish.
2. Charles & Charles Post 35, 2015, $15 
(Washington State), Cabernet Sauvignon/
Syrah. Strong and bold with structures of 
dense black currant; sumptuous dark fruit 
and spice.
3. Thelma Mountain Red, 2013, $16 
(South Africa), Petit Verdot/Merlot/Shiraz/
Cabernet Sauvignon/Grenache/Cabernet 
Franc. A unique wine that’s very accessible 
and ready to drink. Aged in oak barrels 
for 18 months. Focused cherry and plum 
flavors with a smooth, round finish.
Carol, Wine Geeks, Armonk
1. La Posta “Tinto,” 2014, $14 (Argentina), 
Malbec/Syrah/Bonarda. Lush notes of 
raspberry, spiced cherry and blackberry 
with subtle nuances of violets, espresso and 
dark chocolate.
2. Joostenberg “Little J Red,” 2015, $11 
(South Africa), Shiraz/Cinsault/Mourvedre. 
Organically grown blend showing juicy 
notes of blackberry, cherry and plum with 
nuances of violets, eucalyptus, nutmeg and 
spice.
3. Semaphore 7, 2015, $14 (Portugal), 
Alicante Bouschet/Aragones/Trincadeira. 
Supple notes of cherry, blueberry and plum 
with nuances of sweet spice, saddle leather, 
dark chocolate and Fig Newtons.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

More Recommendations From Some of Your Favorite Wine Shops

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

SVEDKA vodka (1.75L)	 	 	 	 $19.99

JACK DANIELS BLACK LABEL (1L)	 	 $31.99

JOSH cabernet sauvignon (750ml)	 	 $11.49

ST. MICHAEL-EPPAN pinot grigio (750ml)	$11.99

SUPER SALE ITEMS* 

*QUANTITIES LIMITED*

FREE TASTING EVERY WEEKEND!
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come in masks or costumes. The public is 
asked to bring canned or nonperishable 
packaged food in the tradition of Shalach 
Monos, to help the needy, and fruit or 
dessert for refreshments. Tea and coffee 
will be provided. Community Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation Fellowship Hall, 
468 Rosedale Ave., White Plains. 2:30 p.m. 
Free (donations welcome). RSVP required. 
Info: Visit www.wchj.org. RSVP: Contact 
Dmitry Turovsky at 914-713-8828 or e-mail 
infor@wchj.org.

VoiceScapes. VoiceScapes Audio Theater 
is a group of audio actors and sound engineers 
whose backgrounds encompass theater, 
television, radio and film. VoiceScapes 
live performances consist of original and 
contemporary audio plays. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
northcastlelibrary.org.

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.emanuelelc.org.

Saturday Night Jazz at Chappaqua 
Station: Vanessa Trouble Quartet. 
With a hat tipped to New York’s musical 
renaissance, Chappaqua Station welcomes 

local and international musicians to the 
historic train station. Think intimate 
lounge setting, warm bourbon glow, farm 
fresh cuisine and an inclusive spirit of 
Westchester’s vibrant culture. Chappaqua 
Station, 1 Station Plaza, Chappaqua. First 
seating 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for $10 per person. 
Second seating 9 to 10:30 p.m. for $5 per 
person. First come, first served at bar with 
no cover charge. Tickets available through 
Eventbrite. Info: 914-861-8001 or visit 
www.chappaquastation.com.

“David.” Taconic Opera will be 
performing the world premiere 
performance of this oratorio. Based on the 
widely known biblical hero King David, 
the famous slayer of Goliath the Philistine 
giant, the work was composed and will 
be conducted by the company’s General 
and Artistic Director, Dan Montez. The 
performance features four of the company’s 
principal opera singers, the Taconic Opera 
chorus and full orchestra. Ossining United 
Methodist Church, 1 Emwilton Place 
(corner of Route 9), Ossining. 7:30 p.m. $27. 
Seniors: $20. Students: $15. Info and tickets: 
855-886-7372 or visit www.taconicopera.
org. Tickets also available at the door.

Herman’s Hermits Starring Peter 
Noone. Herman’s Hermits sold more than 
52 million recordings. In all, 14 singles 
and seven albums went gold. At 15 years 
old, Noone achieved international fame 

as “Herman,” lead singer of this legendary 
pop band and had hits “I’m Into Something 
Good,” “Mrs. Brown, You’ve Got a Lovely 
Daughter,” “I’m Henry VIII,” “Silhouettes” 
and “Can’t You Hear My Heartbeat.” 
Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown St., 
Peekskill. 8 p.m. $57.19 and $68.63. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Shadows of the ‘60s: A Tribute to 
Motown’s Super Groups. This highly 
interactive and visually stunning production 
features the hits of Motown starring top 
industry musicians and singers dressed 
in exquisitely designed costumes and 
performing dazzling choreography. Each 
singer and musician embodies the spirit, 
style and excitement of the original artists 
in concert. Featuring the music of The 
Supremes, The Four Tops, The Temptations, 
Smokey Robinson, Marvin Gaye and The 
Marvelettes. White Plains Performing Arts 
Center, 11 City Place, White Plains. 8 p.m. 
$29 to $44. Info and tickets: 914-328-1600 
or visit www.wppac.com.

Shen Wei Dance Arts. One of the 
premier international dance companies, the 
company, under direction of choreographer 
Shen Wei, draws on influences as varied 
as traditional Chinese culture and arts, 
European Surrealism, American high 
modernism and the ritual power of ancient 
drama. These disparate forms are fused 

to forge a new hybrid form of dance. 
Featuring Shen Wei’s latest work “Neither.” 
The Performing Arts Center at Purchase 
College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
8 p.m. $26.25 to $80. Info and tickets: 914-
251-6200 or visit www.artscenter.org.

Sunday, Mar. 26
Project FeederWatch. Whether you’re a 

beginning birder or a budding ornithologist, 
we’ve got you covered in this new program 
for nature and bird lovers. Join a naturalist 
for morning bird watching, gather data for 
Project FeederWatch and brush up on local 
bird identification. For children seven years 
old and up. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Sunday and Monday. Info: 914-723-
3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.
org.

Southeastern Howls. Learn what it takes 
to help save a species from the brink of 
extinction. Guests will get an inside look at 
the challenges currently facing the red wolf 
population in the wild and captivity, and 
what these challenges mean for the future of 
this species. Guests will visit the ambassador 
wolves and the critically endangered red 
wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem.  11 
a.m. Adults: $14. Children (under 12): $11. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.
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3H Agent Services has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 3H Agent Servic-
es shall mail process to: Enterprise Web 
Specialists, LLC 1767 Central Park Av-
enue #374 Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 926 
SJA Realty, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on January 27, 2017. Office 
location: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The Post 
Office address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803. The principal 
business address of the LLC is: 926 Wyn-
newood Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
HUTCH95 REALTY MANAGEMENT, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
February 3, 2017. Office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against 
it may be served. The Post Office address 
to which the SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC served upon 

him/her is: 926 Wynnewood Road, Pel-
ham, NY 10803. The principal business 
address of the LLC is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acres- 
$89,900 NO REASONABLE OFFER RE-
FUSED! Delaware County, Catskill Mtn 
setting! Views, woods, meadow! EZ terms 
avail! Call 888-479-3394 today! NewYork-
LandandLakes.com

LAKEFRONT LAND LIQUIDATION! 6 
acres- $99,900 Cortland Co in the Finger 
Lakes! Unspoiled lake, wooded privacy, 
great fishing! Ideal country homesite! Call 
888-701-7509 NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

LAND REPO! 21 acres-$39,900 Over-
looks the Mohawk Valley 1/2 hr from Al-
bany! Views, fields, woods, twn rd, utils. 

Terms. Call 888-905-8847 NOW! NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
Chemung County: Tax Foreclosed Real 
Estate Auction, Wednesday, March 29, 
2017; Registration: 9:00AM, Auction 
Start: 11:00AM, Location: 760 E Water 
Street, Elmira, (Holiday Inn), Elmira-
Riverview, New York 14901, Parcel Open-
House Inspections: Saturday, March 18 
& Sunday, March 19, 2017, Pre- Auc-
tion Bidder Seminar: Monday, March 20, 
2017 Starts: 6PM, 100+ Parcels Available, 
For Details VISIT; auctionsinternational.
com or CALL 800-536-1401 ext 110

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast)Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an ìOld Floridaî fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from $94,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  

1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

FREON R12 WANTED: We PICK UP 
and pay CA$H for R12. Cylinders or case 
of cans. EPA certified. (312) 291-9169; 
sell@refrigerantfinders.com

To Place a 
Classified Ad  

Call 914-864-0878 
or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays 
at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication
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ExaminerSports
Another big offensive day fueled the 

No. 7/8 Pace University men’s lacrosse 
team to an 18-11 victory over Saint 
Michael’s College in Friday’s Northeast-10 
Conference matchup at Pace Stadium.
FIRST QUARTER

- The game got off to a slow start, as 
the Purple Knights and Setters traded an 
early goal apiece.

- Sophomore Peter Bashar (Stratford, 
CT/St. Joseph) then put Pace ahead, 
2-1, with 8:49 left in the first, but Saint 
Michael’s Tom Fitzgerald tied it up two 
minutes later.

- Junior Ryan O’Hagan (Watervliet, 
NY/Christian Brothers Academy) broke 
the tie 20 seconds later, and then junior 
Michael Pappalardo (Ossining, NY/
Ossining) took a feed from sophomore 
Wyatt Barfoot (Georgian Bluffs, Ontario/
St. Mary’s) and put it past the keeper to 
make it a 4-2 game with 3:17 left in the 
opening frame.

- Ralph Grillone III got one back for the 
Purple Knights, but junior Liam Brennan 
(Huntington Station, NY/Walt Whitman) 
and sophomore Kevin Vogelsberg 
(Wantagh, NY/Holy Trinity Diocesan) 
scored two more for the Setters to close 
out the first with a 6-3 advantage. 
SECOND QUARTER

- Barfoot and Brennan scored the first 
two goals of the second to make it an 8-3 
Pace lead.

- Connor McGuirk got one in for Saint 
Michael’s with 2:12 left in the quarter, but 
it was the final goal scored in the half, 
leaving Pace ahead, 8-4, heading into the 
break. 
THIRD QUARTER

- Pace opened up the third with some 
more firepower and netted the first four 
goals to go up, 12-4.

- The Purple Knights scored twice in 15 

seconds, but sophomore Vincent Vasheo 
(Wantagh, NY/Wantagh) halted the short 
run at the 5:28 mark.

- Fitzgerald scored again for Saint 
Michael’s, but Vogelsberg then scored 
back-to-back goals, the first of the man-
down variety, to lead Pace to a 15-7 lead 
heading into the final frame. 
FOURTH QUARTER

- The Purple Knights scored twice to 
open the fourth, but Brennan came back 
with a diving goal right in front of the 
crease to make it a 16-9 game.

- Kreitler followed just 45 seconds later 
to make it an eight-goal difference, and 
added one more later in the period, as 
the Setters finished strong to secure the 
seven-goal win. 

GOALIE DECISIONS
Win: Robert Beshlian (Wantagh, NY/

Wantagh) (4-0)
Loss: Matt Hanley (0-2) 

Goalkeeper Notes
- Junior goalkeeper Robert Beshlian 

(Wantagh, NY/Wantagh) stopped eight 
shots to improve to 4-0 on the season.

- Saint Michael’s keeper Matt Hanley 
made a game-high 13 saves. 
SETTER STATS

- Brennan had another big game, 
totaling six points on three goals and 
three assists. He also picked up two 
ground balls.

- Barfoot dished out three assists and 
scored a goal of his own for a four-point 
game. He, too, had two ground balls.

- Kreitler and Vogelsberg both matched 
Brennan’s hat trick, while sophomore 
Bradley Paterson (Caldwell, NJ/Depaul 
Catholic), O’Hagan and Bashar each 
netted two.

- Beshlian led the Setters with five 
ground balls, while senior Brandon 
Donnellan (Chester, NY/Warwick Valley) 
caused a team-high two turnovers and 
scooped up three ground balls himself. 
PURPLE KNIGHT LEADERS

- Brian Loughlin and Fitzgerald had 
matching three-point games, Loughlin 
with three assists and Fitzgerald with 
three goals.

- Grillone had a goal and an assist 
for a two-point afternoon, while Taylor 
Wallace scored twice.

- Matt Cotter had a game-high eight 
ground balls and caused two turnovers. 
HOW’D THEY STACK UP

- The Setters outshot the Purple Knights, 
38-32, including a 31-19 advantage in 

shots on goal.
- Pace went a perfect 19-for-19 on clear 

attempts, while Saint Michael’s converted 
12-of-14.

- Pace also won the ground-ball battle, 
35-29, but faceoffs were even at 16 apiece.

 
RECORDS

#7/8 Pace: 4-0 (2-0 NE10)
Saint Michael’s: 1-1 (0-1 NE10) 

WHAT’S NEXT?
- The Setters play next on Saturday, 

March 25, when they visit No. 3 
Merrimack College for a battle between 
nationally-ranked NE10 rivals. The 
opening faceoff is set for 1 p.m. 

For all information regarding Pace 
University men’s lacrosse, log on to www.
PaceUAthletics.com, follow Pace Athletics 
on Facebook (T-Bone, Official Mascot 
of Pace University Athletics), and follow 
the men’s lacrosse team on Twitter (@
PaceLacrosse) and on Instagram (@
PaceUnivLax).

The Setters’ Wyatt Barfoot moves the ball across the field in the third quarter of  Friday’s game against 
Saint Michael’s. The Setters’ John Kelly passes the ball in the 

fourth quarter of  Friday’s game at Pace Stadium.

Anthony Gadaleta moves past Anthony Sullivan 
of  Saint Michael’s late in the fourth quarter of  
Friday’s game at Pace Stadium.

Pace sophomore middie Vincent Vasheo gets set 
to unleash a shot on goal vs. Saint Michael’s.

Sophomore middie Michael Pappalardo takes the 
ball up the field in Pace’s 18-11 home win on 
Friday afternoon.

Offense Keeps Rolling as Pace Lacrosse Team Wins Again
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GIRLS’ 
BASKETBALL

2016-17
A Look Back

Greeley’s Brianna Gadaleta drives the right 
baseline in a home game vs. Yorktown. Fox Lane standout Maria Violante gets set to 

shoot the ball in the Foxes’ road win over the John 
Jay Patriots.

Briarcliff’s Maddie Plank sets up the Bears’ 
offense in the Class B title game at the Westchester 
County Center.

Westlake’s Jesi Oswald dribbles the ball across the 
top of  the key during a Wildcat home game.

Byram Hills eighth-grade point guard Jennifer Mui 
heads for the basket.

Safia Gecaj of  Greeley eyes the basket as she 
drives into the lane vs. visiting Yorktown.

Maggie Walsh of  Byram Hills moves toward the 
basket in a Bobcat home game vs. Pelham.

Valhalla center Sam Morillo grabs a rebound in 
traffic against Westlake.

Briarcliff  senior Jackie Contento tries to dribble 
past Westlake’s Natalie Alfieri during a regular-
season game won by the Bears.

Valhalla freshman Shelby Sekinski leads a fast 
break during the Vikings’ playoff  win over 
Hastings.
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Alana Lombardi of  Briarcliff  shoots the ball along 
the left baseline during the playoff  win over 
Westlake.

Sofia Mazza of  Valhalla sets her sights on the rim 
as she takes the ball into the lane.

Viktoria Hudd of  Westlake drives to the basket in 
the Wildcats’ playoff  game at Briarcliff.

Westlake senior guard Natalie Alfieri, who reached 
the 1000-point plateau this season, drives to the 
basket vs. Haldane.

Westlake guard Jamie Perfito launches a 3-pointer 
from the right corner in the Wildcats’ playoff  win 
over Pleasantville.

Pleasantville’s Paige Long grabs a tough rebound 
against Westlake in the Class B sectional playoffs. Fox Lane guard Lucy Crerend rises for a baseline 

jump shot during a road win over Yorktown.

Pleasantville standout Amanda Skopetos 
dribbles out of  the backcourt during the 
Panthers’ game at Haldane.

Briarcliff  sophomore guard Kacey Hamlin 
pushes the ball up the floor in the Bears’ 
road win over Putnam Valley.

Horace Greeley senior Ashley Rosenberg 
slips past of  pair of  defenders during a 
late-season home game.

Olivia Picca of  Byram Hills lines up a 
3-point shot from the left elbow vs. 
visiting Pelham.

Fox Lane senior guard Katie Morales 
dribbles the ball across midcourt during 
a Fox home game.

Kristie Guttridge of  Pleasantville gets control of  a 
loose ball while surrounded by a trio of  Haldane 
players.
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Attack Mode

Liam Brennan’s Three Goals and Three Assists
Lead Undefeated Pace University to a Victory
Against Saint Michael’s on Friday Afternoon

   

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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