
By Anna Young
Former Pleasantville trustee Jerry 

Lynch abruptly announced last week 
that he has withdrawn his candidacy 
from next week’s village board election.

“At this time, my family and 
professional commitments are my 
priority and may keep me from fulfilling 
the requirements of a Village Board 
member with the time and focus this 
important role deserves,” Lynch said 
in a Mar. 9 statement released to The 
Examiner.

Lynch, who announced plans to run 
for one of the two open seats in January, 
apologized for any inconvenience his 
decision may cause but said he has full 
confidence in the remaining candidates.

With the Mar. 21 election 

approaching, Lynch’s name will remain 
on the ballot because it is too late to 
have it removed. Incumbent Stephen 
Lord and challenger Nicole Asquith are 
the other candidates on the ballot for 
two seats.

If Lynch collects enough votes to 
finish first or second, he would have 
to either refuse the oath of office or 
resign immediately after being sworn 
in to relinquish the seat, Village 
Administrator Patricia Dwyer said last 
week. Should that happen, Mayor Peter 
Scherer would have the responsibility to 
appoint a trustee to fill the empty seat, 
she said.

Lynch did not attend last Thursday 
night’s PCTV/Examiner candidate 
debate at Village Hall.

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Pleasant teacher’s union is 

threatening to end block scheduling at 
Westlake High School for next year unless 
the district agrees to provide additional 
pay to the teachers.

In a Mar. 3 e-mail sent to district 
residents, Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Susan Guiney stated that block scheduling 
at the high school was at risk of being 
scuttled for 2017-18. 

“Based on the initial exchange of 
proposals between the Board and 
the MPTA (Mount Pleasant Teachers 
Association), we appear to be heading 
into a lengthy negotiation,” Guiney 
stated. “The Board is deeply concerned 
that the MPTA’s refusal to agree to the 
continuation of the Block Schedule for 

By Anna Young
The chair of the Horace Greeley High 

School Guidance Department was notified 
by Principal Robert Rhodes last week that 
she would be removed from that position 
for allegedly encouraging students to 
criticize district officials.

Christine Petrillo, who has been the 
school’s guidance chair for the past three 
years, said she will be booted from the 
post after being accused last Wednesday 
morning.

Outspoken Horace Greeley High School 
students have spent the last few months 
urging district officials to retain Student 
Life Coordinator Kristin Spillane upon 
learning she would be denied tenure.

Spillane submitted her letter of 
resignation last Monday, effective June 30. 
The board voted to accept her resignation 
at the Mar. 8 board of education meeting.

Petrillo, a guidance counselor and 

17-year district employee, denied the 
accusation against her, stating she would 
be engaging in unprofessional behavior.

“I want this community to understand 
that what happened here today is 
punitive, it was inaccurate and it was 
very, very similar to what happened to 
her [Spillane],” Petrillo said. “I am deeply, 
deeply concerned about the state of this 
school and this community, that it’s an 
inappropriate way to do business, to have 
treated me like I had done something 
wrong.”

Petrillo added that after speaking on 
behalf of Spillane at the Jan. 25 board 
meeting, where a group of students also 
rose to Spillane’s defense, her relationship 
with Rhodes and the administration began 
deteriorating.

Rhodes, for his part, said he couldn’t 
comment on personnel issues.
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Mount Pleasant Board of  Education President 
Christopher Pinchiaroli discussed the dispute 
between the teacher’s union and the district over 
block scheduling at Westlake High School last 
week.
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Biting, bone-chilling cold couldn’t stop last Saturday’s Ancient Order of  Hibernians’ annual Mount 
Kisco St. Patrick’s Day parade from stepping off  as scheduled. Local organizations and officials 
from around the region were greeted by the warm cheers of  those lining the route. And the variety 
of  bagpipers, dressed in their traditional kilts, didn’t even flinch despite the conditions. For more 
photos, see page 22.
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Q: What causes cervical cancer?    
A: Human Papillomavirus (HPV) causes about 90 percent 
of all cases. HPV is a sexually transmitted virus that is 
so common, most people will have it at some point in 
their lives. Certain strains of HPV can cause changes 
on a woman’s cervix that may result in cervical cancer. 
Additional risk factors include smoking, extended use of 
birth control, and having many sexual partners.

Q: What are the symptoms of cervical cancer?
A: It’s important to realize that in most cases, there 
are no symptoms. Uncommon symptoms include 
unexplained vaginal bleeding, bleeding after intercourse 
and abnormal vaginal discharge. Given that the HPV 
strains that can lead to cervical cancer are themselves 
asymptomatic, it becomes clear why you must be 
regularly screened for cervical cancer.

Q: How often should I have a Pap smear?   
A: New guidelines recommend women have a Pap 
smear and HPV test every three years starting at age 
21 until age 65, provided you have no risk factors or 
abnormal Pap smears. This regimen makes it extremely 
likely the disease will be caught while still in the highly 

curable pre-cancerous stage. Some women require 
more frequent screenings. At each visit, your gynecologist 
will evaluate all risk factors and determine if you need a 
Pap smear. Although the recommendations call for getting 
a Pap smear every three years, annual gynecologist visits 
are extremely important to your health. Pelvic exams, Pap 
tests and breast cancer screenings help detect problems 
at an early and potentially highly treatable stage. 

Q: What about the HPV vaccine to prevent cervical cancer?
A: Two other forms of prevention include the condom 
and the HPV vaccination, which protects against several 
strains of HPV known to cause cervical cancer. It does not, 
however, protect against all strains. I often recommend 
to my patients that they get the vaccine when they are 
considering becoming sexually active. Note that the vaccine 
does not replace the need to practice safe sex or to get 
regular Pap smears.

Life-Saving News For Women
What you need to know about 
cervical cancer screenings…

Navid Mootabar, MD
Chief, Obstetrics & Gynecology
Director, Institute for Robotic & Minimally 
Invasive Surgery
Northern Westchester Hospital 
nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrMootabar

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Cervical cancer is usually highly curable… 
when caught early through regular screening.

Visit www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/
DrMootabar to learn more about 
Dr. Mootabar and his work at 
Northern Westchester Hospital.
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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Spectacular Penthouse in the 
Sky is a Dream Come True 
The home of your dreams is now more than 

just a dream — it’s being offered for purchase  
exclusively at The Residences at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Westchester, the area’s most luxurious high- 
rise condominium.

Located on the 40th floor of the soaring Tower II  
in downtown White Plains, this spectacular 
“Dream Home” penthouse in the sky features more 
than 5,000 square feet of elegant living space 
and floor-to-ceiling, wall-to-wall windows with 
breathtaking 360-degree views of Westchester, 
the Manhattan skyline and Long Island Sound. 

The 3-bedroom, 3 1/2-bath residence, which was 
originally designed as the Dream Home feature for 
Westchester Magazine in 2014, is a one-of-kind 
penthouse home. The spacious and airy living room, 
complete with fireplace conversation area and  
perimeter cove lighting, is the perfect setting for  
entertaining or simply relaxing to enjoy the pan-
oramic views. The oversized master bedroom suite 
features sitting areas and two walk-in dressing 
rooms. The luxurious bath has his-and-hers soak-
ing tubs and a double shower with overhead “rain-
fall” ceiling, waterfall massage, body jets and hand 
helds as well as custom vanities, decorative light-
ing and dressing table with lighted mirror. 

The state-of-the-art, artfully-designed kitchen 
is a gourmet cook’s dream. The custom European 
style Artcraft kitchen cabinets are a combination  
of textured grey and bright white lacquer, com-
plemented by Decorative’s SoHo series in gold and 
silver, all perimeter backsplash. The appliances are 
Gagganeau, a combination of stainless steel and 
glass induction surfaces. The focal point kitchen  
island features honed, vein-cut Timber Grey  
marble with a waterfall finish.

The new owners of this “Dream Home” will en-
joy the legendary amenities and services that 
have made The Residences at The Ritz-Carlton,  
Westchesterthe standard of excellence in luxury 
living in Westchester. They include 24-hour con-
cierge service, valet parking, porter, doorman, 
fitness center, resident lounge with outdoor sun 
deck, full-service salon and spa, room service and 
a magnificent atrium topped pool.

As they say when it comes to real estate, it’s all 
about location, location, location. And the “Dream 
Home” is ideally situated in the heart of down-
town White Plains, just steps away from upscale 
shopping, fine dining, exciting entertainment, and 
convenient access to the nearby Metro-North  
train station with Grand Central Station just 30 
minutes away.

Sales at The Residences at The Ritz-Carlton,  
Westchester have been brisk with more than  
$33 million in sales last year. Of the 22 sold in 2016, 
nine were penthouse residences and 2017 has  
seen a continuation of this hectic sales pace, 
with nine units currently in contract for a total of 
$18,500,000.

“Our sales activity has remained steady over the 
first two months of 2017 and we anticipate gaining  
momentum as we approach the spring. We are 
getting a great deal of interest in the remaining 
eight homes,” said Nancy Kennedy of Houlihan 
Lawrence who is managing sales for the condo-
minium tower. 

Ms. Kennedy, who is also a resident of Tower II, said 
The Residences at The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester 
is an attractive option for homeowners looking to  
downsize but want to maintain a connection  
to neighborhood friends and family.

The Dream Home and other remaining 
residences are shown by appointment.

For more information, call 914.946.9200  
or visit rcresidenceswestchester.com.
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“I am here to tell you that what happened 
to me today is a symptom of what is 
happening here on this campus,” Petrillo 
said at last week’s board meeting. “They 
[the faculty] are afraid to speak up, they do 
not trust they can speak up without some 
sort of retaliation or interesting change in 
their world.”

She will be replaced as guidance chair on 
Apr. 17 when school reconvenes following 
spring break.

Petrillo also said that when Spillane 
submitted her resignation, she was told by 
Interim Superintendent of Schools Daniel 
McCann to quiet the crowds.

Last week’s turn of events is the latest 
episode of escalating tensions between 
district officials and segments of the school 
community. In the fall, some residents 
pressed former superintendent Dr. Lyn 
McKay and board trustees to resign 
for their handling of the Christopher 
Schraufnagel scandal, the former drama 
teacher who pleaded guilty to criminal 
charges for inappropriate contact with 
students. McKay resigned on Oct. 31.

George Benack, a math teacher in the 
district for 25 years, added that the loss 
of Spillane has sent a chill through the 
Greeley staff. He criticized the board for 
making the community feel impotent and 
disrespected.

“Ms. Spillane is a woman with 

unquestionable character,” Benack said. 
“Unless you have a picture of her shaking 
hands with the devil, something doesn’t 
feel right.”

Trustees refused to speak on the matter 
citing personnel issues at the meeting. 
When contacted last Friday, Board 
President Alyson Gardner also denied 
comment.

Despite their efforts, students said they 
have been left frustrated and disappointed 
their concerns fell on deaf ears while being 
told that they were being listened to.

“We believe you’ve made a mistake and 
hope you’ll reconsider it,” senior Megan 
Townsend told the board last week. “What 
happened to Ms. Spillane is important in 
its own right but it’s also symptomatic of 
a larger problem here at Greeley and it’s a 
problem we need to fix.”

Townsend said Spillane’s resignation 
appears “very suspicious,” and appealed to 
the board and administration to do better.

Benack said he’s never seen his colleagues 
more demoralized and disenchanted.

“They feel underappreciated, 
undervalued and they remark about how 
the soul of the district has been lost,” he 
said.

“I really hope you think hard about 
the ways in which our administrators 
are moving this district forward,” Petrillo 
added. “We’re in trouble.”

In 2014, Spillane was hired for the newly 

created position of outreach counselor 
for students, helping to form the Peer 
Leadership and Ambassadors Program 
that brings students closer together, and 
The Senior Experience Steering Group, an 

internship program.
It is not known if the decision to 

reject Spillane for tenure was a result of 
performance or budgetary issues.

Greeley Guidance Chair Removed for Allegebly Organizing Students
continued from page 1
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Join thousands for the  
tri-state area’s premier colorectal 

cancer awareness event:  
the 14th Annual  

Colon Cancer Challenge.  
The Challenge offers colorectal 

cancer survivors, and family 
and friends of those affected 
by colorectal cancer, a unique 

opportunity to help raise public 
awareness and contribute to the 
fight against this often fatal yet 

preventable disease. 
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RANDALL’S ISLAND  

NEW YORK, NY

04.30.17  
MANHATTANVILLE COLLEGE

PURCHASE, NY
SVEDKA vodka (1.75L)	 	 	 	 $19.99

JACK DANIELS BLACK LABEL (1L)	 	 $31.99

JOSH cabernet sauvignon (750ml)	 	 $11.49
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The Look of Champions

The Byram Hills Jr. Bobcats 4th Grade Boys A team captured the Tri County Basketball 
League championship on Sunday, Mar. 5, defeating Pleasantville 29-20. The team 
finished the season with an impressive 14-2 record. Included in the picture are Jared 
Aberman, Chris Amenedo, Brody Ceisler, Ari Dreilinger, Zach Efobi, Ethan Faller, Gabe 
Goldman, Owen Jacobs, Dan McManus, Alex Shayegani, Aidan Schissler, Jordan Tolchin 
and Coach Kevin Cook.   
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By Martin Wilbur
Testimony from two witnesses called by 

the Town of North Castle and a California-
based treatment center looking to operate 
a community residence in Armonk 
presented sharply divergent arguments 
about whether the facility was is needed.

The hearing was triggered after the 
North Castle Town Board formally 
objected to Paradigm’s application to 
the state to treat up to eight youths 12 to 
17 years old at 14-16 Cole Drive on Jan. 
25. Since November, residents on Cole 
Drive and Davis Drive and others in the 
community have strenuously objected to 
the plan, arguing there was no need for the 
facility and that it would significantly alter 
the neighborhood.

Paradigm Treatment Centers founder 
and CEO Andrew Cole Rucker, the first 
of five witnesses to testify at a state Office 
of Mental Health (OMH) commissioner’s 
hearing Monday in Poughkeepsie, said 
he looked to open a facility in the region 
because nearly one-third of the youths 
they treat for depression, anxiety, post-
traumatic stress disorder and co-occurring 
dependency issues at their California 
facilities come from New York. 

In 2016, there were 38 New York clients, 
including 18 from Westchester, Rucker 
said. In 2015, there were 35 youths from 
New York who went through the program. 
Over each of the past two years, there 

were 285 and 315 inquiries, respectively, 
received by Paradigm from families in 
New York State. 

During two hours of questioning, Rucker 
said that after a meeting last October with 
officials from the county Department of 
Community Mental Health, he believed 
they were receptive to the plan.

“What we’re trying to do is be a 
productive addition as we come into the 
area and we want to have the approval of 
OMH,” Rucker said.

But Michael Orth, deputy commissioner 
for the Westchester County Department 
of Community Mental Health, the final 
witness of the day, said there have been 
“historical vacancies” at the three regional 
facilities that provide single point of access 
(SPOA) services geared toward adolescents 
for similar issues. Each of the facilities, 
which can accommodate a maximum of 
eight residents, are located in Pleasantville, 
New Rochelle and Orange County and 
have not reached capacity at any time over 
the past two years.

He also said the county never generated 
a letter of support because there was never 
clarity regarding Paradigm’s program.

“I think the reason why there never was 
a letter of support sent by us is because we 
were unsure of the scope of services they 
were providing,” Orth said.

On Feb. 23, Commissioner Michael 
Herceg, Orth’s superior, wrote a letter 

stating there was no need for additional 
facilities in Westchester.

Hearing officer Peter Loomis repeatedly 
stressed to Stephen Lewis, the lead 
attorney representing North Castle, and 
Paradigm lawyer Robert Christmas that 
the hearing’s scope would focus on need 
and overconcentration. Loomis had to 
repeatedly rule on frequent objections 
and sparred with Lewis about raising 
irrelevant issues.

During opening and closing arguments, 
Lewis stressed that if Paradigm moved 
into Cole Drive, it would “substantially 
and significantly” change the character 
of the community. Paradigm could have 
sought a zoning change, but sought to 
“bypass” the town, he said.

Lewis added that Paradigm was trying 
to twist the state’s Padavan Law, created 
in 1978 to help the developmentally 
disabled and those suffering from mental 
health issues live in long-term residential 
settings.

“This is a transient luxury hotel, they 
come for 30 to 45 days and they rotate 
out,” Lewis said of Paradigm’s model.

Paradigm charges nearly $50,000 a 
month for their services, and accepts 
insurance.

Christmas denied that its presence in 
the community would cause disruption. 
The 12,000-square-foot house is set far 
back from the end of the cul-de-sac 

behind a gate and there would be no 
change in the house’s appearance.

Letters of support from mental health 
professionals across the county also urged 
Paradigm to open in Westchester, he said.

“Clearly, there is a need in the county 
for this facility,” Christmas said. “We’re 
not creating this need, the families are. 
That is clear.”

Loomis said he must submit 
his recommendation to the OMH 
commissioner’s office within 30 days. 
He said he was uncertain when the 
commissioner would make a ruling.

Need for Armonk Treatment Center Debated at Hearing
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the 2017/18 school year (and beyond) 
until such time as the parties reach an 
agreement. This means that the district 
will be unable to continue this vital 
academic program.”

Under block scheduling, classes meet 
for a longer period of time but students 
do not take each subject every school day.

“We are very disappointed that the 
teacher’s union has placed the block on 
the bargaining table as if it is just another 
chip to haggle over. Well, it is not and 
it shouldn’t be,” Board of Education 
President Chrisopher Pinchiaroli said 
as part of a prepared at the Mar. 8 board 
meeting.

In his statement, Pinchiaroli said when 
block scheduling was implemented a 
few years ago, district officials noticed 
language in the contract limiting teaching 
time to a maximum of 126 minutes 
without a break. As a result, the district 
and the union agreed to provide additional 
pay and support to the impacted teachers, 
Pinchiaroli said. 

That was completed in a side letter, but 
the union would not agree to a permanent 
change in the contract. That letter expires 
June 30. 

In January when the two sides met 
to start negotiating a new contract, the 
union informed the district that without 
a new contract, there won’t be block 

scheduling, Pinchiaroli said.
Given the district’s finances and how 

far apart the two sides are, it’s increasingly 
likely there won’t be a new contract in 
place by June 30, he said.

If the district provided additional pay 
to teachers to continue block scheduling, 
other areas would have to be cut, 
including afterschool activities, sports, 
student transportation and teaching 
staff. Otherwise, the district would likely 
exceed the tax cap, he said. 

“If you think that it’s okay to hold 
the block hostage, I ask you what is the 
ransom amount and how does it get 
paid?” Pinchiaroli said.  

MPTA President Virginia Campbell 
said a board of education meeting was 
“not the correct forum” to negotiate 
contracts. Under state law, scheduling is 
part of contract negotiations, she said.

“We the teachers are not against the 
block scheduling,” Campbell said. “As a 
matter of fact, I went to the district early 
on in September and I said let’s start these 
discussions now so we don’t end up in a 
place later where we’re dealing with this 
in the spring and there’s a big mess and 
it impacts the community. This should 
not have impacted the community. This 
should have been settled in the past.” 

The MPTA’s 217 members include 
teachers, teaching assistants and  

school nurses. 
Trustee John Piazza told teachers, 

“you’ve all done a tremendous job,” but the 
district is in a tough position financially. 

“We’re in a hole,” he said. “When you’re 
in a hole and you don’t have it, you don’t 
spend it.”

Piazza said additional discussions are 
needed. 

“There’s no need to fight. There’s no 
money in the budget for an increase,” he 
said. “Let’s figure something else out.” 

Westlake Middle School teacher John 
Messemer, a nearly 30-year district 
veteran, said he and his colleagues are 
dedicated, often arriving early and staying 
late to help students.

Messemer said he was discouraged to 
hear Pinchiaroli make block scheduling 
“the defining thing to prove whether 
we put kids first.” In addition to the 
extra hours, teachers take professional 
development classes to improve their 
skills and buy school supplies on their 
own without reimbursement.

“That’s putting students first,” he said. 
Steve Pesick, a 32-year educator who 

is part of the union’s negotiating team, 
said despite the union reaching out to the 
district in September, passing a capital 
projects bond was the district’s first 
priority and teachers worked to help get 
the bond approved, he said. The union 

then made a contract offer in December, 
he said. 

“This offer, we thought, was respectful 
of the needs of students, community 
members and of our union,” Pesick said.

The union sought to add block 
scheduling to the contract rather than 
having it as part of a side letter agreement, 
Pesick said. The district declined 
the union’s offer in January, he said. 
Subsequently, the sides had negotiation 
sessions in February and before a recent 
school board meeting. Further talks have 
been scheduled. 

“We are still hopeful that we can get this 
block scheduling and contract figured out 
before the end of the school year. We have 
only begun negotiations,” Pesick said. 

Terry Fowler, a former trustee and 
a current school bus driver, said the 
community values its teachers but 
resources are tight.

“You are up there in salaries in 
Westchester County,” Fowler said. “And 
I think that shows that when we had it 
we gave it you. But we don’t have it and 
we can’t give it to you. It’s not the block 
schedule that we’re taking about.”

Fowler called on teachers to sign the 
side letter to allow block scheduling to 
continue next year. If the district reverted 
to a nine-period schedule, some teachers 
would need to be laid off, she warned.

Westlake Block Scheduling in Jeopardy for Next Year
continued from page 1
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By Anna Young
For the second consecutive year, 

Pleasantville Middle School students 
have taken top honors at the annual 
Science Olympiad Lower Hudson 
Regional competition. 

After capturing first place in the 
region, edging out Scarsdale by one 
point during the Mar. 4 competition, 
students earned 15 medals, including 
six for first-place finishes among the 
30-district field. 

The 24-student team participated 
in 20 different science challenges in 
such categories as anatomy, ecology, 
herpetology, invasive species, 
meteorology, optics, rocks and minerals, 
wind power.

“We’re going to win states this year,” 
said eighth-grader Abhaya Ravikumar, 
who won first-place medals in optics 
and mission possible. “We’ve been 
doing well every year and we feel like if 
we put more effort in this year we have 
a chance to get a medal.”

After finishing seventh in the 
state competition in 2016, students 
are looking forward to the state 
championship in Syracuse on Apr. 7 
and 8 where they will compete against 

35 schools. 
“I’ve been studying since the summer 

and I feel pretty confident I can do 
pretty well at states,” said sixth-grader 
Richik Acharya, who walked away with 
three individual medals including one 
in dynamic planet. “We have a weight 
on our shoulders but I feel we can do 
pretty well.”

The Science Olympiad team was 
started during the 2011-12 school 
year by Martha and Chuck Matteo, 
Pleasantville residents who felt students 
were missing an opportunity to advance 
their knowledge in science. 

“Other curriculums were getting a 
lot of attention and it was clear STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) wasn’t a visible priority in 
the district,” Martha Matteo said. “We 
had a mission to support a sustainable 
pipeline of STEM savvy students in 
collaboration between the community 
and district.”

Matteo, whose kids competed in the 
now obsolete Odyssey of the Mind 
program in the 1980s, said middle 
school students would be prime 
candidates for the program. The kids 
are transitioning during middle school 

and begin taking responsibility for their 
own learning, she said.

During its five years, the program 
has attracted a multitude of community 
volunteers, including the Matteos, who 
have served as dedicated coaches. They 
spend roughly six months preparing 
students. 

Scott Blasdell, a first-year coach, was 
one of two coaches for the rocks and 
minerals challenge, where he helped 
students study the New York State 
earth science curriculum and learn 95 
different rocks and minerals. 

“My older son was in Science 
Olympiad last year and I was really 
impressed with the program and 
decided I wanted to be involved,” said 
Blasdell, who intends on coming back 
next year. 

“I am extremely proud, the kids have 
a lot of fun and you can see they’ve built 
a camaraderie and grown over the past 
few years,” Assistant Principal Donald 
Marra said. “It’s really nice and the kids 
love it and the adult volunteers speak 
volumes to the community and how 
dedicated they are to the school.”

P’ville Science Olympiad Team Wins Regional Tourney; Eyes States
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ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
The Pleasantville Middle School Science Olympiad 
team joined by founders Martha and Chuck 
Matteo, Principal Vivian Ossowski, Assistant 
Principal Donald Marra and team coaches. The 
students captured first place in the Mar. 4 regional 
competition and will head to Syracuse Apr. 7 and 
8 for the state competition.
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By Anna Young
Chappaqua Interim Superintendent 

of Schools Dr. Daniel McCann recently 
unveiled the district’s proposed $119.5 
million budget for 2017-18, which will 
be significantly below the tax cap. 

The preliminary spending plan 
contains a budget-to-budget spending 
increase of $1,346,400, or 1.14 percent, 
over the current year. 

Under the current plan, Chappaqua 
would see a 0.72 percent tax levy 
increase. The maximum increase stands 
at 1.26 percent over the current year. 
The district expects to receive a 7.1 
percent increase ($580,051) in state aid. 

Assistant Superintendent for Business 
John Chow said the district will not 
have approximate tax rates until the 
Mar. 29 meeting.

Under the proposed budget, spending 
on salary will rise 0.77 percent 
($478,243) with employee benefits 

increasing 0.49 percent ($127,907).  
Chow said the district will be hit 

with an 8 percent increase in health 
insurance premiums, from $11.35 
million to $12.43 million. An additional 
13 employees signed up for health 
insurance for next year during an 
enrollment period in November. 

“I think the last few years when you 
look at the health insurance industry, I 
think everybody is experiencing high 
single-digit increases,” Chow said.

BOCES costs will increase 2.13 
percent (45,262). Special education 
services are estimated to decrease 5.68 
percent, or $289,041. 

There are few planned staffing 
changes. An additional social studies 
teacher will be added to Horace Greeley 
High School to support greater access 
in the AP courses and social studies. 
Art teachers will also be provided to 
each of the elementary schools. 

“This will create one full-time art 
teacher in each of the elementary 
schools,” McCann said. “Art teachers 
provide an invaluable resource in 
construction so this will create teams 
in each building to support the Make or 
Space initiative.” 

The plan also calls for the elimination 
of three core teachers, a result of 
enrollment declines in the elementary 
schools, McCann said. There will also 
be a districtwide reduction of two 
technology coaches due to completed 
staff development the past two years. 

District transportation costs will 
increase 1.82 percent ($118,689). 
Operation and maintenance costs 
will rise 2.2 percent ($124,000) 
while debt service will increase 4.73 
percent ($256,041). Technology costs 
are projected to jump 10.59 percent 
($163,741).

Chow said the district anticipates a 

slight enrollment decline of 11 students 
at the elementary schools, where the 
number of sections will decrease from 
65 to 62. The district projects 25 fewer 
students at the two middle schools 
without a change in sections. 

“I am thrilled we are coming in 
significantly below our allowed rate,” 
Board President Alyson Gardner said 
following the presentation.

Chow said a great deal of effort was 
put into sculpting the budget with input 
from district officials. 

The board is scheduled to adopt 
a final budget on Apr. 5. The state 
mandated budget hearing will be held 
on May 3, with the annual statewide 
budget vote and school board election 
scheduled for May 16.

For further information on the 
proposed budget, visit www.chappaqua.
k12.ny.us.

Chappaqua Schools Well Below Cap in $119.5M Budget

By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant Superintendent of 

School Dr. Susan Guiney last week 
proposed a $58.95 million 2017-18 
budget that includes a tax levy increase 
of 1.28 percent and a tax rate hike of 
1.23 percent. 

Spending would rise by $19,000 over 
the current year’s $59.93 million budget.

“It stays within the (tax) cap,” Guiney 
said at the Mar. 8 board of education 
meeting. 

Director of Business Administration 
Andrew Lennon said the district is 
anticipating receiving $95,000 in 
additional state aid next year, but will 
collect $400,000 less in tuition from 
other districts who send their special 
education students to Mount Pleasant. 

The district is looking to use 
$250,000, down from the $575,000 in 
this year’s budget, to minimize property 
taxes. The total fund balance is about 
$2.3 million.

The average annual tax rate increase 
from 2010 through 2016-17 has been 
2.5 percent, Lennon said. The average 
annual tax rate hike from 1997 through 
2009 was 8 percent, he noted. Lennon 
said 87 percent of the district’s revenue 
comes from property taxes.

Last week’s budget discussion focused 
on the non-instructional portions of 
the proposed spending plan. Lennon 
said the district’s contribution to the 
state teacher’s retirement system will be 
2,568,543, which is $531,457 less than 

this year. The district projects spending 
$381,575 more in health insurance 
and other employee benefits than the 
current year, Lennon said.

A discussion of the instructional 
portions of next year’s budget is 
scheduled for tomorrow (Wednesday) 
at 8 p.m. at the Westlake Middle School/
High School library.

Residents will vote on the 2017-18 
budget on Tuesday, May 16. 

Mt. Pleasant Schools’ Nearly $59M 
Proposed Budget Meets Tax Cap

By Erin Maher
The Byram Hills School District 

presented its preliminary $90.6 million 
budget for the 2017-18 school year on 
Mar. 7, eliminating seven positions 
mainly as a result of declining enrollment.

The first draft of next year’s budget 
increases spending 0.8 percent. The 
current calculated tax levy will increase 
1.15 percent. 

The preliminary budget calls for the 
addition of a special education co-
teacher at Wampus Elementary School. 
However, it will see the elimination of 
two elementary school teachers, three 
middle school teachers, one teacher aide 
and one administrator were proposed to 
be cut.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. William 
Donohue said despite the cuts it will not 
impact the district because of continued 
enrollment decline.

“These do not effect programming 
because they are tied to enrollment,” 
Donohue said.

According to district projections, there 
will be 2,305 students in the district in 
2017-18, down from this year’s 2,374. 
Since 2012-13, enrollment has declined 
from 2,645 students, and forecasts call 
for an ongoing reduction over each of 
the next five years, reaching 2,144 by 
2021-22.

Byram Hills, like many other school 
districts, reduction in state aid, remains 
a concern in next year’s state budget. 

The preliminary budget also outlines 
extensive capital projects for next year. 
The administration hopes to renovate 
the Byram Hills High School theater, 
including lighting, electrical and seating. 
There is also money for upgrades to the 

electrical system at the high school and 
the expansion of parking lots at H.C. 
Crittenden Middle School.

Overall, the proposed nearly $17.3 
million has been set aside for capital 
budgets in the budget, a 6.7 percent 
increase over this year.

Teacher and employee pension costs 
are projected to decline while there will 
be a slight increase in health insurance 
expenses. Next year’s state teacher’s 
pension contributions from Byram 
Hills stands at about $3.48 million, a 
sharp $790,000 decrease from this year’s 
estimates. Employee pension costs are 
slated to decline by about $50,000 to 
1,828,000.

District health insurance costs is 
expected to rise slightly from $10,020,000 
to $10,142,000.

Despite the challenges, Byram Hills is 
currently one of only five districts in the 
state to have a Moody’s credit rating of 
AAA, the highest credit rating level. 

The first of three budget hearings on 
consecutive weeks will be held on Mar. 
21 where the public can comment on 
their concerns and ask questions. On 
Mar. 28, the administration will present 
the full revenue calculations, such as 
state aid formulas, use of reserve funds 
and estimated tax rates. 

The final hearing will be held on Apr. 
4, with scheduled board adoption of the 
budget on Apr. 25. 

District residents will vote on the 
spending plan on Tuesday, May 16 at 
H.C. Crittenden Middle School. 

For further information on the 
preliminary budget, visit www.
byramhills.org.

Byram Hills to Eliminate Seven 
Positions in $90.6M Budget

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Pleasant School District Director of  
Business Administration Andrew Lennon 
discussed the proposed $58.95 million 2017-18 
budget at the Mar. 8 board of  education meeting.
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By Anna Young
Nicole Asquith may be new to the 

Village of Pleasantville, but she is 
committed to serving the community 
and helping the village reach its full 
potential if elected to serve on the 
Board of Trustees next week.

Asquith, 46, a two-year Pleasantville 
resident and currently a stay-at-home 
mom, hopes to improve the village’s 
transparency and communication, 
reduce the tax burden, explore building 
more sidewalks and bike lanes and play 
a vital role as the village moves forward 
with implementation of its updated 
Master Plan. 

“Pleasantville is my home, I feel 
committed to this place and the 
community and I feel I have a fresh 
perspective and a lot of ideas,” Asquith 
said. “I want to continue the tradition of 
civic-minded people who watch out for 
their neighbors and pitch in to make our 
community the best village it can be.”

As a mother of two, Asquith, 46, 
quickly realized that people with younger 
children are not well-acquainted with 
local government. While she will strive 
to make government content more 
engaging and open-ended, she hopes to 
encourage more people to participate by 
attending board meetings on a regular 
basis. 

Asquith also intends on bridging the 

gap of communication between the 
village government and its residents by 
increasing the channels that residents 
receive information, including greater 
use of social media to keep the 
community well-informed and engaged 
in public discussions. 

With elements of the Master Plan 

currently being considered, Asquith 
wants to work toward creating a more 
vibrant downtown while preserving the 
character and feel of the village.

“I think, for instance, we should 
reduce traffic in the village by exploring 
alternative approaches to transportation 
and making the village more pedestrian 
friendly – thus, making it safer for kids 
and a more attractive destination,” she 
said. 

Asquith also suggested the addition 
of bike lanes and to extend sidewalks on 
Washington Avenue. 

With parking an ongoing issue, she 
hopes to form a contract with Uber at 
a reduced rate, find an ideal area for a 
parking garage and increase signage 
throughout the village to make residents 
and commuters better aware of their 
parking options. 

Asquith said alleviating the tax 
burden is essential. By carefully 
monitoring how the public’s money is 
spent, she suggests finding the right 
kind of commercial development that 
could help alleviate the tax pressure 
on residents but doesn’t fundamentally 
change Pleasantville.  

An assisted living facility at the United 
Methodist Church site on Bedford Road 
that was defeated resulted in a hotly 
contested debate between neighboring 
residents and elected officials. While 

Asquith is in favor of an assisted living 
facility in the village, she is unsure if the 
Methodist Church is the right place. 

“A situation in which you have to 
make a zoning change is a pretty serious 
one and it’s one where you have to 
consider the implications of the village 
as a whole, including the neighborhood 
it affects,” said Asquith.

If and when a concrete proposal is 
submitted, Asquith said she will closely 
scrutinize the plan and consider the 
ramifications.

While Asquith has no prior 
background in public service, she is 
the co-founder and environmental 
committee chair for Indivisible 
Pleasantville, a local grassroots group 
that formed following the presidential 
election. She is also a member of 
the Pleasantville Garden Club and 
volunteers at the Rockefeller State Park 
Preserve and Bedford Road School, 
serving on the Nutrition Committee 
and as the first-grade representative for 
the school garden. 

“In my pervious line of work as 
an academic, I learned to approach 
challenges with an open mind, to 
research, analyze and collaborate 
with others to come up with creative 
solutions and that’s what I hope to do 
if I’m elected to the Board of Trustees,” 
Asquith said. 

P’ville Newcomer Eager for Chance to Help Village Tackle Issues

Nicole Asquith

By Anna Young
Trustee Steven Lord is completing his 

first term on the Pleasanville Village 
Board and is hoping to return for 
another three years when voters go to 
the polls next Tuesday.

Lord, 48, is excited about the prospect 
of continuing his work as the Master 
Plan enters the implementation phase 
and looks to tackle other issues such as 
communication, parking and traffic. 

“There’s still so much work to be done, 
we have tremendous momentum right 
now on the village board,” Lord said. 
“I’ve been involved with getting some 
very exciting projects off the ground, 
ranging from modern technology to 
the village all the way up to the Master 
Plan.”

Moving forward with the Master 
Plan, Lord’s biggest priority is creating a 
climate that allows the village to develop 
in a fiscally responsible way, but doesn’t 
hurt Pleasantville’s character. 

Lord said it is important to engage 
and listen to the community when these 
changes are considered throughout the 
village, particularly the downtown.

“The Master Plan is a very good 
starting point to bringing Pleasantville 
to the place we want to go and addressing 
problems,” he said. 

Lord wants to address parking 
concerns by finding creative ways 
to change traffic flow while also 
developing a strategic plan to improve 
parking around Memorial Plaza. 
However, he wants to avoid developing 
a large parking structure. 

He suggested charging stations be 
placed at the train station and a loop 
bus be considered to alleviate traffic 
pressure and help resident get from one 
side of Pleasantville to the other. 

Fiscal concerns while balancing the 
services residents have come to expect 
is perhaps the most challenging issue 
facing the village, Lord said. While he 
believes the board has done good work 
keeping the tax impact as minimal as 
possible, he hopes to further alleviate 
the tax burden on residents. 

Serving as a liaison for the 
Pleasantville Board of Education, Lord 
said improving communication between 
village residents and elected officials is 
needed. Feedback from the community 
is imperative to help officials serve the 
community efficiently. 

Potential development of an assisted 
living facility at the Methodist Church 
has ignited debate in the village in recent 
years. Lord voted against Benchmark’s 
proposal for an assisted living facility 

at the site shortly after coming onto the 
board in 2014, citing size, destruction 
of habitat and zoning changes. He 
believes other areas of the village could 
be suitable for assisted living. 

“Assisted living is a good use in 

municipalities’ perspective. My fear and 
my concern and my trepidation about 
the zoning change issue remains,” Lord 
said. “We don’t have a proposal but the 
line will be between the benefit for the 
entire village and the social good of 
an assisted living facility against the 
disruption and potential ramifications 
and consequences of changing the 
zoning on that particular piece of 
property. Bottom line, good idea, 
potentially wrong spot.”

While Lord said he believes he has 
served the community in a thoughtful 
and responsible manner, he said he has 
become a better listener and has gained a 
greater understanding of Pleasantville’s 
issues. 

“It takes a lot of time, it’s not 
something that can be assumed lightly, 
you need to be thoughtful, you need to 
be serious, you need to think, it’s not a 
popularity contest,” Lord said.

He is also excited to see the projects 
he’s worked on during the past three 
years executed and put into effect. 

“I find that the work we do on the 
village board has an immediate and 
tactile impact on the community in 
which we live and I have found that 
to be very personally rewarding,” Lord 
said. “I still think I have a lot to offer.”

Lord Seeks Second Term on Pleasantville Village Board 

Steven Lord



March 14 - March 20, 2017 The Examiner10

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Catherine Andreycak 
Catherine Andreycak died in the early 

morning on Mar. 6 after nearly six years of 
struggle against breast cancer.  

Andreycak was the beloved husband of 
Steve Andreycak and mother of Brian, Will 
and Ben Andreycak. She also was a partner 
at the Mount Kisco law firm of Shamberg, 
Marwell, Hollis, Andreycak & Laidlaw, 
a board member of the Westchester 
affordable housing owner and operator 
A-Home and a member of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Pleasantville.  

Andreycak was born July 3, 1957, the 
second child of Dorothy and Lewis Byrne, 
during a summer vacation in Rockaway, 
New York. She grew up in the West 
Fordham section of the Bronx and attended 
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Grammar School, 
the same school attended by her mother 
and her older brother. Subsequently, she 
attended Mount St. Ursula High School 
and Fairfield University, from which she 
graduated in 1979. 

After working for a time at Grosset 
& Dunlap, she attended Fordham Law 
School, where she was articles editor of the 
Fordham Law Review and graduated cum 
laude in 1984. She then worked at the New 
York law firm of Patterson, Belknap, Webb 
& Tyler. She joined the Mount Kisco law 
firm now known as Shamberg, Marwell, 
Hollis, Andreycak & Laidlaw, P.C., in 1998, 
developing an admirable expertise in real 
estate transactions and serving a wide 
variety of large and small clients.

Andreycak married fellow Fairfield 
graduate, Steve Andreycak, in 1982. They 

resided in Mount Vernon and Bronxville, 
before buying their home on Sunnyside 
Avenue in Pleasantville in 1993. She served 
for many years on the board of A-Home, 
a nonprofit provider of affordable housing 
in Westchester County. She also served on 
the vestry of St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Pleasantville, on a parent board advising 
the Pleasantville Board of Education on 
construction of a new elementary school 
and on numerous parent and citizen 
support groups. Her critical intelligence, 
combined with her ability to listen to 
others and calm demeanor, put her at the 
center of community decision-making 
as well as making her a very successful 
lawyer. She could attend to details without 
losing sight of larger social goals and 
ethical imperatives.  

Andreycak’s empathetic and caring 
character attracted a wide circle of friends 
as well as the devotion and love of her 
extended family. She was fortunate in 
living the life she hoped to live: full of love, 
service, arts, family and friends. She will be 
missed and remembered and her life will 
continue to inspire survivors to kindness 
and reflection. 

A memorial service for will be held 
on Saturday, Mar. 18 at 2 p.m. at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, located at 85 
E. Main St. in Mount Kisco. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be sent in Cathy 
Andreycak’s name to A-Home Housing, 
141 Tompkins Ave., 3rd floor, Pleasantville 
N.Y. 10570.      

Obituaries
August Andronica

On Mar. 7, August “Gus” Andronica, 
83, passed away at White Plains 
Hospital. His parents, August 
Andronica and Clara McCormick 
Andronica, predeceased him as did his 
sister, Donna Lamont.  

Andronica was a graduate of 
Westchester Community College 
and worked as a graphics designer at 
Pepsico, Inc. prior to his retirement. 
His passions included golf, tennis, oil 
painting, playing the piano, making 
life-sized papier-mache figures, model 
birdhouses and, above all, decorating 
at Christmas time. An alumnus of 
Hastings High School, Andronica 
was a vice president of the Alumni 
Association and editor of the alumni 
newsletter, The Buzz. He also produced 

a newsletter for the PepsiCo retirees. 
He is survived by his loving wife, 

Gilda (Jill) Zevola Andronica; niece 
Laurel Lamont; nephew Craig Lamont; 
sisters-in-law Rachel Palermo and 
Marie Forsyth (Syl); brother-in-law 
Robert Zevola (Joyce); and a host of 
cherished nieces and nephews. 

Visitation was on Mar. 10 at 
Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc. in 
Pleasantville, where his funeral service 
was held on Mar. 11. Entombment 
followed at Gate of Heaven Cemetery in 
Hawthorne.

In lieu of flowers, donations to St. 
Christopher’s School in Dobbs Ferry 
or your favorite charity would be 
appreciated. 

Jerry Bucci
Dr. Jerry Bucci of Valhalla died 

peacefully on Mar. 8.  
He was 85.
Bucci is survived by his wife, Joan 

Granda; daughters Kimberly Bucci and 
Noelle Bucci of Valhalla; stepdaughter 
Christine Zemsky and family of Albany; 
and stepson Raymond Granda and 
family of Rye Brook. He was predeceased 
by his wife, Kathleen.  

Bucci served in the United States Air 
Force Band in Riverside, Calif. and was 
a member of American Legion Post 1038 

in Valhalla. He was a talented musician 
who played clarinet, saxophone and bass 
in his band, The JBTio, before pursuing a 
career in education.

Bucci received his doctorate in 
education from Columbia University. 
He taught psychology and was the 
department chairman at Westchester 
Community College.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
Alzheimer’s Association would be 
appreciated.

Rocco Bueti
Rocco Bueti, a longtime Mount Kisco 

resident, died peacefully on Mar. 4. 
He was 83.
Bueti was born in Solano, Reggio 

Calabria, Italy, to the proud parents of 
Francesca and Nicola Bueti on Dec. 16, 
1933. He was the third of five children. 
He and his brother migrated to the 
United States on May 13, 1954, when 
Bueti was 20 years old. He lived in 
Chappaqua upon entering the U.S. and 
learned the building and construction 
trade while working with his cousins. In 
1968, he founded Carbut Building Corp. 
with Pasquale Carrozza and his younger 
brother Antonio Bueti. They built many 
custom homes in the Chappaqua and 
Mount Kisco vicinity during a 25-year 
span. He retired in 1993. 

Bueti met his wife, Domenica 
(Minnie), at a cousin’s wedding, where 
Domenica was the singer in the wedding 
band. They married on May 1, 1960, 
and lived in North White Plains before 
building a house in Mount Kisco. They 
were happily married for 56 years and 
had four children. Bueti was an avid 

Yankee fan and enjoyed many hobbies – 
bowling, where he earned his nickname 
“the bomber,” gardening, hunting and 
spending time with his family and 
friends. He was also a founding member 
of the Solano Italian-American Social 
Club in the 1950s, where he enjoyed 
gathering with cousins and friends. 

Bueti is survived by his loving wife, 
Domenica; his four children, Nick 
(Jacqui) Bueti of Syosset, L.I., Frances 
(Isidoro) Albanese of Bedford Corners; 
John (Christine) Bueti of Katonah and 
Rocco (Mireille) Bueti, Jr. of Mount 
Kisco; 10 grandchildren; and siblings 
Grace Oliveri, Antonio Bueti and Maria 
Bueti. He is predeceased by Serafino 
Bueti. He touched many lives and will be 
sorely missed. 

The family received friends and 
relatives on Mar. 7 at Cassidy-Flynn 
Funeral Home, Inc. in Mount Kisco. 
A funeral Mass was held on Mar. 8 at 
St. Francis of Assisi Church in Mount 
Kisco, followed by burial at St. Francis 
Cemetery.

John Gallagher
John P. Gallagher, Jr. of Mahopac and 

formerly of Hawthorne died on Mar. 9. 
He was 69.
Gallagher was born on Feb. 3, 1948, to the 

late John P. and Ola Mae Gallagher in Mount 
Kisco. He was a retired auto mechanic. 

Gallagher is survived by his devoted wife, 
Carol (nee Noel) Gallagher, of Mahopac; his 
loving children, John III (Leah) Gallagher 
of Mahopac, Shawn Gallagher of Brewster, 

Michael (Jennifer) Gallagher of Mahopac 
and Renee (David) Pereira of Carmel; 
one sister, Elizabeth Agostino, of Goldens 
Bridge; and his seven grandchildren, 
Kayleigh, Kelsie, Brandon, Brianna, 
Michael, Jr., Tommy and Megan. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Mar. 12, where funeral services 
were held on Mar. 13. Interment followed at 
Mount Calvary Cemetery in Greenburgh.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle will have its first 

municipal basketball court by mid-
2018 after the town recently received a 
$100,000 state grant and officials have 
committed to supplying the balance of 
the money.

The $300,000 project will see an 84-
foot by 50-foot court built in the back 
corner of the Town Hall parking lot 
near the edge of Recreation Field, said 
Town Administrator Jill Shapiro.

Earlier this winter, Supervisor Robert 

Greenstein said the town had received 
$100,000 from the Dormitory Authority 
of the State of New York through its 
Municipal Facilities Program. Lights 
will also be installed to allow for evening 
use of the court. 

Shapiro said the plan calls for ground 
to be broken by fall and to have the court 
ready by the middle of next year. The 
project will be required to go through 
the state Environmental Quality Review 
Act (SEQRA) process because there is 
a nearby Department of Environmental 
Conservation regulated watercourse, 
she said.

As part of the project, but with 
separate funding, Shapiro said the 

town is also planning to upgrade its 
playground and shift it closer to the 
court. Even though parking spaces will 
be lost in the lot as a result of the court, 
Shapiro mentioned that the town should 
at least recoup those spots by moving 
the playground close to the court.

Once built, the facility will be a 
first for the town. Currently, the only 
basketball courts in New Castle are on 
Chappaqua School District property, 
Greenstein said. While the public can 
play at the Robert E. Bell Middle School 
parking lot, those are only for half-
court games.

New Castle to Move Forward With Basketball Court at Town Hall

New Castle Enacts Moratorium on Ground-Mounted Solar Panels

A diagram of  the layout of  the basketball court 
New Castle officials plan on installing in the back 
corner of  the Town Hall parking lot.

By Martin Wilbur
A three-month moratorium that 

prohibits the installation of ground-
mounted solar panels and roof-mounted 
energy collectors in commercial and 
industrial districts was enacted last 
week by the New Castle Town Board.

The moratorium, approved on Mar. 
7 by the town board and immediately 
went into effect, will halt the issuance 
of building permits for those two 
types of projects while officials adopt 
new zoning regulations to address the 

matter.
The temporary ban will not affect 

rooftop solar panels on houses in 
residential zones.

Town Attorney Edward Phillips 
said the town code does not currently 
address ground-mounted panels or 
those in nonresidential districts in a 
meaningful way. The town strongly 
supports solar energy and wants to 
put in place clear rules before requests 
for those types of installations become 
more commonplace, he said.

“The goal is to address the subject 
through reasonable zoning requirements 
before we receive complaints,” Phillips 
said. “The industry/products are 
evolving very quickly and we need to 
keep pace with the changes.” 

Town Administrator Jill Shapiro said 
there had been at least one request 
for ground-mounted solar panels, 
prompting officials to revise a portion 
of the code to regulate the panels in 
those areas become a problem.

2017
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The window of a Mount Kisco 
computer and phone repair shop was 
smashed during the early morning 
hours last Thursday in a burglary 
attempt reported to Westchester County 
police.

The witness told authorities that 
a man reached through the broken 
window and was attempting to grab 
something, said police spokesman 
Kieran O’Leary.

County police responded and 

canvassed the area using a tracking 
canine, but were unable to locate the 
suspect, O’Leary said. The suspect is 
described as a male Hispanic, about 25 
years old, wearing a white hoodie and 
blue jeans and carrying a blue backpack, 
he said. 

The business owner was notified of 
the incident and came to the scene. He 
told police nothing was missing from 
the shop.

--Neal Rentz

Mount Kisco Store Window 
Shattered in Attempted Burglary 

Police Blotter
North Castle Police Department

Mar. 3: Report of an attempted burglary 
of a Kensico Knoll Place residence at 3:20 
p.m. A complainant reported receiving a 
phone call from a neighbor who stated 
there was damage to the front door. The 
complainant’s mother, who lives at the 
house, is away. The responding officer 
confirmed an attempted burglary at the 
location.

Mar 3: A Hidden Oak Lane resident 
reported an incident of criminal mischief 
to her home’s well pit box at 5:32 p.m. The 
box was filled with water, causing a short 
circuit to the wiring and no water to the 
residence. The complainant also reported 
about 80 gallons of water poured into the 
heating tank causing damage and no heat 
to the residence. The complainant had 
reason to believe that her neighbor may 
have caused the damage. 

Mar. 4: An officer reported at 1:04 p.m. 
observing damage to the front passenger 
side windshield of a school bus parked 
and unoccupied in the parking lot 
on MacDonald Avenue. The damage 
appears consistent with the vehicle being 
involved in a motor vehicle accident 
and not an act of criminal mischief. 
Indications at the scene show that the 
damage occurred in the area where the 
bus was parked in the lot. The garage will 
be notified.

Mar. 6: Report of a woman looking 
disoriented and walking on the shoulder 
of southbound Route 22 in the area of 
Cox Avenue at 9:23 a.m. The responding 
officer located the party and a courtesy 
transport was provided.

Mar. 7: A Byram Ridge Road South 
resident reported at 5:10 p.m. receiving 
several threatening phone calls. The 
responding officer completed a report.

Mar. 8: Report of a dispute at 
Broadway Pizzeria on North Broadway 
at 6:34 p.m. A caller stated that there is a 
customer in the store that is threatening 
to fight with the staff. No weapons were 
apparently involved. The responding 
officers reported that the person is a male 
Hispanic wearing a red shirt, and police 
have had issues with this subject on prior 
occasions.

Pleasantville Police Department

Mar. 7: Report of a disturbance at 428 
Washington Ave. at 6:33 p.m. Police said 
this incident is under investigation; no 
further details were released.

Mar. 10: An unknown male reported 
at 2:10 a.m. that a large group of youths 
were chasing another group of youths 
on Bedford Road near Tutor Time. The 
parties had dispersed by the time police 
arrived. 

Nancy Finnegan
Nancy J. Finnegan (Mathews Van 

Akin) of Madison, Conn. and formerly 
of Mount Kisco passed away on Feb. 15. 

She was 77.
Finnegan was born on Sept. 1, 1939, 

the first of six children. Raised and 
educated in Mount Kisco, she married 
Peter W. Van Akin. Together they had 
three daughters and lived for many years 
in Katonah. In 1982, she moved to the 
Connecticut shoreline where Madison 
had been her home for the past 35 years. 

Finnegan dedicated herself to the 
VNA in Madison where she enjoyed 
her work as an administrative assistant 
and home health aide for nearly 20 
years before her retirement. A beloved 
member of the community, she was 
admired for her desire and ongoing 
commitment to make a positive impact 
on the lives of her colleagues and 
those in her compassionate care. The 
VNA afforded her camaraderie and 
connections for which she was ever 
grateful. 

She loved the beauty of the great 
outdoors in all seasons, the beaches, 
marshes, woods and creatures large and 
small, especially her birds. She, too, 
was a true beauty. Her kind heart and 
tender soul will be dearly missed by her 
devoted family and faithful friends, the 
“treasures in her pockets.”

Finnegan is survived by her daughters, 
Tracy Van Akin, of Greenwich, Conn. 
(Jeffrey A. DeTeso) and Diane Van 
Akin of Madison, Conn.; grandson 
William G. DeTeso; sisters Marcia 
Mathews LaRegina of Stanhope, N.J. 
and Patty Murphy Adams (Jerry) of 
North Salem; brothers John A. Murphy, 

Jr. (Sonja) of Venice, Fla. and Thomas 
J. (Tom) Murphy (Nancy) of Stormville; 
sisters-in-law Nancy Girardi Murphy 
of Fishkill, Sara Van Akin Walsh of 
Marlborough, Conn. and Gretchen Van 
Akin Lasus of Mount Kisco; former 
husband Terrence F.X. Finnegan of East 
Hampton, Conn.; and many adored 
nieces, nephews, cousins and invaluable 
friends. She was predeceased by her 
parents, Natalie C. Murphy, F. Rockwell 
Mathews and John A. Murphy, Sr.; 
daughter Darcy J. Van Akin; brother 
Robert T. (Bob) Murphy; nephew Frank 
R. Mattoni; and former husband Peter 
W. Van Akin. 

Calling hours were held at Cassidy-
Flynn Funeral Home in Mount Kisco 
on Mar. 8 with a memorial service on 
Mar. 9. Interment followed at St. Francis 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to Friends of Cape Cod 
National Seashore at www.fccns.org/
donate.html.

Obituary
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By Martin Wilbur
The Mount Kisco yeshiva building 

that burned to the ground last month 
had not been inspected by the Town 
of New Castle in nearly seven years 
because of a computer snafu.

Town Administrator Jill Shapiro said 
the software should have alerted the 
town that the building at Nitra Yeshiva 
was due for an inspection either every 
year or every third year depending on the 
type of building. However, the structure 
had not been inspected since 2010.

“It literally fell off our calendar,” 
Shapiro said. “Had we known that we 

would have been inspecting it.”
She said the computerized calendar 

of fire inspections was failing to trigger 
a notification for some of the roughly 
300 properties the town has the 
responsibility to inspect. The town was 
also not notified by the property owner 
of a change of use of the building. 
Records showed that in 2010, the 
second floor of the two-story building 
was not being used, but at some point 
that status changed, Shapiro said.

Town personnel will receive 
additional training using the program, 
called Municity, to avoid having 

properties fall through the cracks, 
Shapiro said.

On Feb. 17, a raging fire broke out in 
the early evening at the yeshiva. After 
about six hours the fire was under 
control, but firefighters were forced 
to return about six times throughout 
that weekend to extinguish pockets of 
smoldering rubble that could not be 
reached when the building collapsed.

The fire is believed to be electrical, 
although the county’s Cause and 
Origin Team has not completed its 
investigation. The fire is not considered 
to be suspicious.

New Castle Failed to Inspect Yeshiva for Seven Years

Applications are now being accepted 
for more than 30 new, fair and affordable 
homes in Westchester. 

These homes are single-family properties 
and condominiums, ranging in size, from 
one to five bedrooms. All of the homes 
are in good condition and located in 
Bedford, Buchanan, Cortlandt, Harrison, 
Lewisboro, Mount Pleasant, North Castle, 
Pelham Manor, Pound Ridge, Somers and 
Yorktown.   

The county purchased these homes at 
market value and is selling them at affordable 
prices to qualified individuals and families. 
The price for fair and affordable homes 
range $125,000 to $300,000.

Qualifications for buyers to purchase an 
affordable home include: 
• A household income at or less than 80 

percent of the Area Median Income 
for Westchester County: $60,400 for a 
one-person household; $69,000 for a 
two-person household; $77,650 for a 
three-person household; $86,250 for a 
four-person household; $93,150 for a 
five-person household.  

• Households must also have savings 
for a down payment and closing 
costs, satisfactory credit and incomes 
sufficient to carry the monthly mortgage 
payments.

These 30-plus homes are among the 
790 units that the county is developing 
in accordance with the 2009 housing 
settlement.  The settlement permitted the 
county to satisfy up to 25 percent of the 
required 750 units with existing housing. 
The properties will remain affordable for 50 
years.

Information on each unit is available on 
the county’s Homeseeker website at www.
westchestergov.com/homeseeker. Interested 
families can view the information, download 
the application and sign up to receive 
information on additional properties and 
open houses.

The county’s housing marketing 
consultant, the Housing Action Council 
(HAC), is handling the marketing of each 
unit. Rose Noonan, HAC’s executive 
director, said the available homes have 
various options for potential buyers, such as 
proximity to public transportation, amount 
of yard space and communities with a pool 
or near a lake.  

The buyers will be selected through a 
lottery process. Applications will be accepted 
through Apr. 24, after which public lotteries 
will be held for each property. Buyers can 
expect to be in their homes by the end of the 
year.

For additional information, contact 
the HAC at 914-332-4144 or hac@
affordablehomes.org or go to homes.
westchestergov.com/homeownership/
homeseeker-opportunities.

New Fair and 
Affordable Housing 
Opportunities in 
Westchester
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By David Bruce Smith
The lack of knowledge about the history 

of our country among students in middle 
school, high school and even in colleges and 
universities has been well established and 
alarming. 

Why? Because someday they will become 
the voters responsible for electing the next 
generation of leadership in America, and 
they will not be prepared to carry it out 
without a firm grasp of history.

Knowing who, how and why our country 
was founded determines who we are now 
and what our country will look like in 
the future. It is the basis for an informed 
electorate. Our children and grandchildren 
need to know these things if they are to 
mature into engaged citizens. Yet, there are 
numerous studies, polls and quite a bit of 
anecdotal evidence that back up the notion 
that they suffer from “historical amnesia,” 
as Dr. Bruce Cole, former chairman of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, 
described it.

It is up to us – their guardians – and 
their teachers to encourage our youngsters 
to cultivate an interest in history. And, it 
is the one and only reason we established 

the Grateful American Book Prize. Cole 
partnered with me in creating the prize to 
inspire new and established authors – and 
their publishers – to produce more works of 
historically accurate fiction and nonfiction 
that can help arouse an interest in history 
among America’s students.

Ask history teachers why their pupils can’t 
learn the subject, and you’ll get a variety 
of answers. Some would say it’s because 
American schools have been deemphasizing 
it in favor of so-called practical schooling 
in the sciences and technology. That may 
be so, but as education consultant Robert 
Pondiscio put it, “many Americans have 
forgotten we have public schools so students 
can become educated citizens capable of 
self-government.” That is pretty important 
as well.

Meanwhile, many teachers would readily 
acknowledge that history class can be 
boring; to counter that, they have discovered 
ways to make the subject more interesting, 
such as supplementing textbooks with good 
reads that excite young learners and arouse 
curiosity about what really happened in the 
past.  

“I believe that good historical fiction 

exercises a child’s imagination through 
a vicarious experience,” said author and 
lecturer Valerie Tripp. “It leads children 
to use themselves and their own lives as 
comparisons to the characters that lived 
long ago, and often far away, to reflect on 
their own experience, to ask their families 
questions. It awakens awareness, perks up 
perception, sparks conversations.”

And, that is why the Grateful American 
Book Prize exists.

The fact is, the prize has, indeed, renewed 
interest in historical books for young 
people among authors and publishers. But 
the recognition and financial incentive it 
provides are only part of the reason for its 
success. The hundreds of authors who have 
submitted their works for consideration 
over the past few years seem to unanimously 
agree that the most important consequence 
of it is an opportunity to stir up interest – 
again – in the study of American history.

Author, editor and publisher David Bruce 
Smith is co-founder of the Grateful American 
Book Prize, an organization dedicated to 
restoring enthusiasm in American history.

A month ago, the Pleasantville Village 
Board race shaped up to be an exciting 
event, especially considering there hadn’t 
been a contested election in five years.

Four residents submitted petitions for the 
two seats up for grabs this year.

But within less than a week, the race lost 
some of its sizzle when Lenny Balducci, Jr. 
withdrew from the race.

Then last Thursday, former trustee Jerry 
Lynch abruptly announced that he was 
withdrawing, citing family and professional 
commitments that would prevent him from 
serving to the best of his ability.

Residents might assume that with Lynch’s 

announcement, it is an uncontested race, 
making incumbent Steven Lord and 
newcomer Nicole Asquith shoo-ins. 

That would be a mistake. Unlike Balducci, 
Lynch’s late withdrawal leaves his name on 
the ballot. Several hundred votes typically 
decide village elections, and if residents are 
unaware or apathetic, Lynch could finish 
first or second. He would then presumably 
either resign or decline to accept the oath of 
office, leaving Mayor Peter Scherer with the 
task of appointing a replacement.

With Lord and Asquith, there remains 
two smart, community-minded residents 
who are perfectly capable of serving 

Pleasantville well. Lord has exhibited a 
firm grasp of the issues, is curious and 
takes thoughtful, deliberative approaches.

Asquith is the type of new blood all 
communities should seek to serve. A 
former college professor, she offers a 
fresh perspective and new ideas, appears 
open-minded and has been involved at 
Bedford Road School in her two years in 
the community.

There is no need to lodge a protest vote 
next Tuesday. The last two candidates 
standing are ready to contribute and help 
move Pleasantville forward the next three 
years.

Guest Column

Editorial
With Different Experiences, Lord, Asquith Will Serve P’ville Well

How to Cure America’s Youth From ‘Historical Amnesia’
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letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
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Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

Letter to the Editor

As soon as I walked into the large and 
welcoming space, I was smitten. People 
were talking. People were laughing. People 
were making friends. I honestly can’t 
remember the last time I felt so happy and 
relaxed. 

Last Wednesday at the Westchester Table 
Tennis Center in Pleasantville, I witnessed 
a strikingly diverse array of people playing 
ping-pong. Everyone seemed to be 
enjoying the sport at whatever level they 
could participate, and it was a pure joy to 
be part of it.

Most impressive to me was the way the 

confident regulars reached out to play with 
and encourage beginners, including those 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s who had been 
invited by owner Will Shortz and Nenad 
Bach, enthusiast and Parkinson’s peer 
leader, to give the sport a try. 

The Westchester Table Tennis Center 
opens their doors every Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. to make way for a new series 
entitled: “Ping Pong Parkinson.” This 
relaxed and inviting program encourages 
friends, caregivers and those diagnosed to 
engage socially and physically in a positive 
and helpful way. Research is showing that 

physical activity is of great therapeutic 
benefit to those with Parkinson’s. I saw with 
my own eyes the clear improvement in 
physical movement, cognitive engagement 
and emotional well-being expressed by the 
Parkinson’s participants playing there.

Whether you go for this unique program 
or just to play anytime, I highly recommend 
the Westchester Table Tennis Center for all 
ages and all people. It’s clean. It’s bright. It’s 
a great hang!

Monique Avakian
Yonkers

Westchester Table Tennis Center a Joy to Visit and Play Ping-Pong
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By Martin Wilbur
When disaster strikes in Westchester 

County, there’s usually a good chance you 
will find Nancy and Rick Stein on the scene.

The Steins aren’t volunteer firefighters 
or ambulance corps members, but two of 
the most dedicated American Red Cross 
volunteers in the area.

Their service to the Red Cross, one 
of many community volunteer efforts 
they have been involved with over the 
years, earned them the humanitarian 
organization’s Emergency Preparedness 
Award on Mar. 4. They were honored for 
teaching the Preparedness Initiative to train 
civilians, Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s effort to 
teach 100,000 New Yorkers disaster and 
emergency coping skills. 

It also recognized the couple for their 
involvement in the Pillowcase Project, which 
helps students prepare for emergencies.

Whether it’s reaching out to help families 
displaced by fire, working at shelters when 
power goes out following severe storms 
or training other volunteers, the couple 
devotes hundreds of hours a year. That 
doesn’t include hundreds, and perhaps 

thousands, of additional hours when they 
are on call.

“I’d rather help somebody else than need 
help,” Rick said. “The other thing is we help 
people that we don’t know, we’ve never met 
and probably will never see them again. But 
you feel good coming home at four o’clock 
in the morning. I accomplished something. 
I didn’t just sit home on the couch and 
watch the TV.”

For more than 20 years the Steins head 
out in some of the worst conditions and help 
others in their time of greatest need. While 
most of their effort is in Westchester, they 
will go to the city or neighboring counties 
when needed.

They have filled a variety of roles: 
emergency response vehicle driver, shelter 
manager, executing logistics, and many 
others.

“They’ll train you in anything, so a lot 
of people can do many jobs, so it’s not just 
you’ve been trained to be a manager,” Nancy 
said.

The most significant disaster they were 
part of was the aftermath of Superstorm 
Sandy. The shelter was moved from the Boys 

& Girls Club in Mount 
Kisco to Chappaqua 
Crossing, and many 
residents who may have 
been unaccustomed 
to needing help, were 
forced to use the facility, 
Nancy said.

Whether poor 
or affluent, when 
somebody experiences 
devastating damage or loss of their homes, 
they still need support.

“We will provide emergency supplies and 
emotional assistance to people,” Rick said. 
“Someone can have a McMansion and it’s 
mortgaged up to here and the cars are going 
to be taken away tomorrow, so maybe some 
emergency funds to stay at a hotel is not a 
bad thing.”

In addition to the Red Cross, the Steins, 
owners of two dogs and four cats that they 
adopted, combined their love of animals 
with their mission to help families in need. 
About 15 years ago they established the 
Westchester Animal Response Team to 
shelter animals during emergencies, Nancy 
said. Run independently for about five years 
ago, it was taken over by the county and 
renamed the Westchester County Animal 
Response Team (WesCART) in 2008.

Before their affiliation with Red Cross, the 
couple was involved with the old New Castle 
Civilian Emergency Response Team. Rick 
has also served on the New Castle Board of 
Assessment Review and has worked with 
the town’s Sustainability Advisory Board to 

help change the town’s 
streetlights to LED lights.

The couple’s interest in 
community volunteering 
came from their 
parents. Rick grew up 
in the Bronx, and his 
mother would regularly 
donate her time at 
the VA hospital. His 
mother would make 

him accompany her, particularly during 
summers.

Nancy’s family donated their time to 
many different causes and charities.

“I guess I was brought up in that 
environment, and of course, with animals, 
my parents were animal lovers, just like the 
two of us,” she said.

Married for 45 years, the Steins met while 
attending Pace University. Rick went to the 
school in the city, while Nancy, a Yonkers 
native, attended in Pleasantville. They met 
on the sidelines of a Pace football game 
while both were taking photos.

Rick spent his career in accounting 
and finance for media companies while 
Nancy was an administrative assistant and 
executive secretary. They are now both 
retired.

The Steins did not have children, so they 
make sure they’re available on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, New Year’s and other holidays. 
That way families aren’t separated in an 
emergency. And that doesn’t bother the 
couple in the least.

“We have each other,” Nancy said.

know your
Neighbor
Nancy and Rick Stein

Red Cross Volunteers, Chappaqua

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin



March 14 - March 20, 2017 The Examiner16

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.

YOU’VE GOT THE
LUCK OF THE IRISH

Jackpo
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Today we in the real estate 
business hear a lot about 
buyer’s remorse, which means 
either that a buyer regrets a 
housing purchase after the 
fact or walks away from a deal 
before it is consummated. 

But what about the 
condition known as seller’s 
remorse?

One might think that sellers 
would be glad to move on to 
the next chapter in their lives 
when they are ready, and if 
they are hesitant in any way 
when a buyer comes along, 
maybe they are just not ready.

Readers of this column 
would know that my wife and 
I have had our historic home on the 
market for a while and, just recently, 
it has found its perfect young couple 
to assume its stewardship. The other 
day, as I was checking the house for 
the final walk-through, I realized I was 
feeling those pangs of separation as I 
walked from room to room, recalling 
memories of events that have taken 
place within those walls. At one point, 
in a small room once used for our 
young baby, it was almost too much. I 

suddenly recognized that I 
was experiencing a certain 
sense of sadness. Oh, my, I 
thought, is this the feeling of 
seller’s remorse?

I had observed the 
phenomenon just once when 
making an offer to a seller on 
behalf of a client. At the height 
of the “bubble” market, I had 
found a perfect buyer who 
offered full price for a home, 
but the seller dragged his feet 
in accepting the offer until, 
finally, his agent told me that 
he was just unable to deal 
with selling at that time and 
was withdrawing the listing.

Actually, in such a case, the 
listing agent could have demanded her 
full fee since she had brought a buyer 
to the table who was ready, willing and 
able to purchase at the asking price.

A while back I read something about 
seller’s remorse on About.com, but when 
I looked it up to refresh my memory, 
I could no longer find it posted. As 
luck would have it, however, I found a 
folder with a print out of the reasons. 
The website attributed the main cause 
of seller’s remorse to just not being 

sufficiently motivated to sell in the first 
place, because they don’t have a good 
enough reason to do it. 

It was suggested on the site that a 
prospective seller check with the list of 
reasons most homeowners sell to see if 
motivation is really there. Here they are:
1. Home is too small for a growing 

family. 
2. To upgrade, based on the premise 

that people long for a bigger, more 
expensive and grander home. 

3. To fix a mistake in having bought 
the wrong kind of house in the first 
place.

4. Job transfer. 
5. Personal relationships, divorce, new 

affair, etc. 
6. Neighborhood changes. 
7. Empty nest. 
8. To see family more often. 
9. To see family less often. 
10. Retirement. 
11. Health problems. 
12. Deferred maintenance. Some 

homeowners prefer to buy a new 
home rather than fix what needs to 
be fixed. 

13. Home improvement perfection. A 
segment of the population loves to 
fix up a home, and once it’s perfect, 

they grow restless and want to start 
the process all over again. 

14. Some people can’t stand sitting on 
equity without having all that money 
in their pockets. 

15. Lifestyle change. Some mature 
Americans want to cash in and 
buy a co-op or condo with less 
maintenance and then travel or find 
some worthwhile work.     

As for my wife and me, our house 
simply became too big for us as empty 
nesters and we were ready to move on to 
maintenance-free condo living. 

That feeling of sadness I experienced 
in walking through the house is 
probably a normal reaction to having 
sweet memories of our long-term living 
experience in this special place and we 
are more than ready for a new chapter 
in our lives.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Encountering and Dealing With Seller’s Remorse
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OVER FIVE ACRES OF NEW VEHICLES IN STOCK!

RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

 *36/39 MONTHS  MONTH LEASE WITH $0,  DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $795 BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, RAM CREW $28,678, 
RENEGADE $16,785, PACIFICA $18,463, CHEROKEE $21,751, PATRIOT, $15,953 10K   MILE ALLOWANCE. UP TO 30¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES 
INCLUDE INCENTIVES ALL VEHICLE LISTED -$1000 CONQUEST LEASE OR CFC RETURN LEASE MUST EXPIRE PRIOR TO 3/5/18 NO TURN IN REQUIRED FOR CONQUEST RETURN LEASE.  SEE US FOR DETAILS .  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR 
SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY3/31/17

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

NEW 2017 RAM

RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4

EXPRESS PACKAGE!
AUTO, EXPRESS PACKAGE, 20” CHROME WHEELS, U-CONNECT, 

SPRAY-IN BEDLINER, TRAILOR HITCH STK#11917T, MSRP $45,015

NEW 2017 JEEP

PATRIOT 4X4
NEW 2016 JEEP

RENEGADE LATITUDE 4X4

THE FUN TO DRIVE 4X4!
AUTOMATIC, 4X4, COLD WEATHER GROUP, MY SKY SUN ROOF, AND 

MUCH MORE, STK# 16244J, MSRP $28,260

THE PERFECT JEEP SUV! 
LUXURY GROUP, 4X4, DUAL PANE SUNROOF, 8.4 TOUCH SCREEN, 

NAV, 21 PACKAGE, STK#16334J, MSRP $37,850

NEW 2017 JEEP

CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4

BRAND NEW 2015 CHRYSLER

200 ALL WHEEL DRIVE

ALL WHEEL DRIVE  4 DOOR SEDAN!
AUTOMATIC, ALL WHEEL DRIVE, ALLOY WHEELS, POWER WINDOWS 

AND LOCKS, NAVIGATION, DUAL PANE SUNROOF. STK#9346

4X4 ALL WHEEL DRIVE!
23G PACKAGE, AUTOMATIC, 4X4. BACK-UP CAMERA, POWER 

WINDOWS AND LOCKS,  STK#16477J, MSRP $28,975

THE BIG ZERO
DOWN EVENT

$0
DOWN

THE BIG ZERO
DOWN EVENT

$25,995
SAVE $8,415

MSRP $34,410

$324 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

$289 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$174 LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

$265 LEASE FOR 
36 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

NEW 2017 CHRYSLER

PACIFICA TOURING L 

BEYOND LOADED LUXURY VEHICLE!
LEATHER,  8 PASSENGER, REMOTE START, PREMIUM AUTO, KEY 

SENSE  STK#5589C, MSRP $37,775

$249 LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH 
$0 DOWN

$0
DOWN

$0
DOWN
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Tuesday, Mar. 14
Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 

with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also Mar. 21 and 28. Info: 914-
273-3887.

League of Women Voters of New 
Castle’s Sparkle for a Cause. A program 
and dinner recognizing Women’s History 
Month and honoring former New Castle 
Supervisor Marianna “Polly” Kuhn. A 
donation of 30 percent of the evening’s 
proceeds will be made to the League of 
Women Voters of New Castle (excluding 
tax and gratuity). Crabtree Kittle House, 11 
Kittle Rd., Chappaqua 6 to 9 p.m. No cover 
charge. Info: Visit www.lwvnewcastle.org.

Wednesday, Mar. 15
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-up. Whether you 

just gave birth to your first or fourth child, 
join us and enjoy time to meet and chat 
with other new moms in the Romperee 
Indoor Playground. This is not a structured 
class, but rather an opportunity to hang 
out with your new baby. We also invite 
guest speakers to come and share their 
expertise about various topics that interest 
parents of new babies. World Cup Schools, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday through June 
21. Info: 914-238-9267.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 
provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Meditation Series: Midday Mind 
Break. Benefits of meditation include 
increase focus and memory; increased 
health; reduced stress, anxiety and pain; 
and increased productivity and happiness. 
Led by Alka Kaminer. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd., 
East, Armonk. 12:15 p.m. Free. Also Mar.  

22 and 29. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.com.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Also Mar. 22 and 29. Info: 914-273-
3887. 

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org. 

“Eva Hesse.” A screening about this 
German-born American artist who as 
the 1960s came to a close was one of the 
few women recognized as central to the 
New York art scene. She had over 20 
group shows scheduled for 1970 and 
was receiving critical and commercial 
attention when she died of a brain tumor 
in May 1970. Artists such as Dan Graham, 
Richard Serra, Nancy Holt, Carl Andre, 
Robert and Sylvia Plimack Mangold, Eva’s 
husband Tom Doyle, and her friend, writer 
Lucy Lippard, speak candidly and with 
great passion about Hesse’s work and life. 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 6 to 8 p.m. $10. Museum 
members and Purchase College students, 
faculty and staff: Free. Info: 914-251-6100 
or visit www.neuberger.org.

Art Series: Marie Bracquemond. The 
Third Great Woman of the Impressionist 
period, Bracquemond, born Dec. 1, 1840, 
was the victim of her husband’s dislike of 
her Impressionist style. Considered to be 
one of the most gifted painters under the 
tutelage of French master painter Ingres, 
she was favored by the Empress Eugenie, 
and given important commissions to 
copy masterpieces at the Louvre before 
becoming known for her own unique 
style. Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-

Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 
“Clever Little Lies.” A Simple Theatre! 

play reading by the Armonk Players. A 
mother always knows when something is 
wrong. Billy is distracted, under pressure 
and off his game. Will the unanticipated 
outcome of his mother’s persistent delving 
send him further off-kilter? Secrets are 
exposed and clever little lies are crafted 
when a confidence shared between father 
and son escalates into an unexpected 
family disclosure that could change 
everything. Followed by a reception and 
a discussion with the actors and director. 
Whippoorwill Hall, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 8 p.m. Free. (Voluntary 
donations accepted). Info: Visit www.
armonkplayers.org.

Thursday, Mar. 16
Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Bridge for Beginners With Joel 
Goren. Classes for beginners who want 
to learn the basics of bridge. The lessons 
are designed for players with little or no 
previous knowledge of bridge. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:15 a.m. Free. Also 
Mar. 23 and 30. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Bridge for the Advanced Beginner/
continued on page 22

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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By Colette Connolly
Applying to college has become easier 

in many ways thanks to the College App, 
an undergraduate college admission 
application that allows students to apply 
to several schools at a time

But standing out among hundreds of 
thousands of students is perhaps the most 
challenging part of the always stressful 
process. 

Ron Feuchs, founder of Stand Out for 
College, has devised a way that allows 
students to tell their story to admissions 
officers to increase their chances at getting 
into some of the country’s best colleges 
and universities.

It’s a strategy he first used many years 
ago as a young college graduate. At the 
time, Feuchs wanted to pursue a master’s 
degree at a prestigious school, but didn’t 
have the GRE test results to make the cut. 

That didn’t stop Feuchs from applying 
to Columbia University’s MBA Program. 
Feuchs made it to Columbia using a 
strategy that focused on a community 

service project, which demonstrated his 
individuality and passion, and pitched 
his story to more than a dozen local 
newspapers in his native New Jersey. 
That caught the attention of the school’s 
admission counselors.

“I needed to prove to the colleges that I 
was applying to that I had done something 
special,” he said. 

At the time, Feuchs, who opened a car 
polishing business to pay for college at 
Rutgers, polished 100 cars in 100 hours, 
donating the money he raised to the 
American Cancer Society.

“I sent in my application with the press 
clippings, which allowed the admissions 
officers to put a face to my name,” Feuchs 
said. 

His community service record, more 
than his academic standing, got him 
accepted into the Ivy League school. Years 
later, Feuchs used the same strategy to 
help his three daughters get into Brown, 
UCLA and Syracuse.

Since establishing Stand Out for College 

last year, he’s been helping 
students throughout the 
tristate area get into their 
dream schools.

Feuchs said that while 
more students are applying 
to a greater number of 
colleges due to the ease of 
the application process, 
the number of spots at top 
schools remains relatively 
unchanged. More than 
39,000 students apply to 
Harvard each year, 3,200 
of them valedictorians, but 
only 2,000 freshmen are 
accepted each year, he said.

“The need to stand out and really put 
a face to a name is more important than 
ever,” Feuchs said.

While many students seek out his 
counseling service in their junior year of 
high school, Feuchs prefers to work with 
freshmen and sophomores in an effort 
to get to know them better and create a 
“richer story.” 

Some of his recent success stories 
include a student who had a passion for 
fishing and turned it into a fundraiser for 
a local hospital, a swimmer who raised 
money for a well in Africa and a student 
tutor who raised money for a local 
nonprofit organization. All of them got 
into their chosen schools, he said. 

Feuchs said his company takes a micro-
targeted approach. 

“We do exhaustive 
research to find the right 
people at the right schools,” 
said Feuchs, reiterating 
the importance of finding 
the decisionmakers 
in each college’s 
admissions department 
to help students craft 
their communication with 
schools to ensure success.

While Feuchs said a 
student’s GPA and test 
scores provide a glimpse 
of a student to admissions 
officers, community 
service projects provide 

for excellent college essay material. 
“It shows that the student is unique as 

well as having commitment and passion, 
and also demonstrates what she or he will 
bring to a college campus,” he said.

Feuchs said it may take up to a year, 
to come up with a project that ignites a 
student’s passion and will bolster his or 
her college application.

“The whole reason this business 
started is because it made an enormous 
difference in my own life,” said Feuchs. 
“When we work with our clients, we see 
how they grow and gain confidence, and 
to us, that’s very, very gratifying.”

For more information on Stand Out for 
College, contact Feuchs at 914-977-3705 
or by e-mailing ron@standoutforcollege.
com.
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Stand Out for College

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Ron Feuchs, founder of  Stand Out 
for College.
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Intermediate Player. Do you want to 
improve your bridge game? but you’re too 
advanced for the beginner class? for people 
with some knowledge of the game. With 
Joel Goren. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 2 p.m. 
Free. Also Mar. 23 and 30. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Field Guide to Birds of New York. 
Author Corey Finger will overview 
his work on the American Birding 
Association’s Field Guide to Birds of New 
York, published last July and offering tips 
on finding and identifying birds in the 
Empire State. Followed by a book sale and 
signing. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.org.

Agatha Christie’s “The Mousetrap.” 
The longest running play on London’s 
West End comes to Lyndhurst Mansion. 
It’s murder...and spine-tinglingly fun 
when an eclectic group of strangers are 
stranded in a remote mansion during a 
severed snowstorm. Sargent Trotter arrives 
to investigate a grisly crime that appears 
connected to someone there. Presented 
by M&M Performing Arts Company. 
Lyndhurst Mansion, 635 S. Broadway 
(Route 9), Tarrytown. 7 p.m. $35. Seniors: 
$30. Children (16 and under): $25. Also 
Mar. 17, 18, 24, 25 and 31 and Apr. 1 at 7 
p.m. Mar. 19 and 26 and Apr. 2 at 6 p.m. 
Info and tickets: 888-71-TICKETS or visit 
www.Lyndhurst.org.

Southern Soul Assembly. Debuting 
in 2014 to rave reviews, these highly 

seasoned artists have demonstrated a 
natural ability to contribute to each other’s 
music through harmonies and guitar, 
each building upon the others’ songs. 
Southern Soul Assembly draws from the 
rich legacy of American Southern culture. 
Their collaborative live shows cultivate 
heartfelt storytelling that draws from the 
members’ Southern roots, combining 
blues, funk and rock to produce unique, 
full-bodied performances. Featuring Marc 
Broussard, JJ Grey, Luther Dickinson 
and Anders Osborne. Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $48, 
$53 and $58. Info and tickets: Visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday, Mar. 17
Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with 

Amy. A great dance fitness workout for 
those who like to sweat, sizzle and tone 
while moving to the beat of exhilarating 
rhythms with a low impact/high intensity 
approach. A perfect class for those who 
need to protect vulnerable body parts such 
as knees, shoulders and back. Try a free 
trial class. Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 
Memorial Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 
11 a.m. to noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every 
Friday. Also Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Info: Call or text the instructor at 914-643-

6162.
Orpheus Chamber Orchestra. A 

concert dedicated to the memory of 
Emily McKnight Corry, a passionate lover 
of classical music who was a member 
of The Reformed Church of Bronxville 
for 51 years until her death last May 
and taught eighth-grade church school. 
The world-renowned will perform Felix 
Mendelssohn’s “Nocturno for Winds,” 
Franz Schubert’s “Symphony No. 5,” 
Anton Webern’s “Five Movements for 
Strings” and Robert Schumann’s exuberant 
“Cello Concerto” performed with the 
extraordinary American cellist Alisa 
Weilerstein. The Reformed Church of 
Bronxville, 180 Pondfield Rd., Bronxville. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Concert at 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-337-6776 or visit www.
reformedchurch.org.

Friday Night Cinema: “Paulette.” 
Director Jerome Enrico’s dark French 
comedy follows the proud and secretive 
Paulette, a widower whose pension just 
isn’t enough to cover her day-to-day living 
expenses. Not one to ask for help, she finds 
a way to make ends meet, but the world of 
Parisian hash dealer isn’t an easy one for an 
elderly woman to navigate alone. In French 
with English subtitles. Post-screening 

continued from page 20

You didn’t have to be Irish to enjoy 
last Saturday’s annual Ancient Order of 
Hibernians St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Mount Kisco. You only needed to come 
out, want to take in a colorful parade and 
dress warmly to brave the unseasonably 
cold temperatures. Many spectators were 
dressed in green and were ready to party 
once the marchers were done.

Mount Kisco Celectrates St. Patrick’s Day in Style

continued on page 25
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By Martin Wilbur
It’s been more than 40 years since Grant 

Sturiale graduated from Byram Hills 
High School, but the time he spent there 
created the foundation for his career.

Sturiale, a member of the Class of 
1975, was one of the many students 
over the years deeply involved in the 
school’s theater program, which served 
as a springboard to successful careers 
in television, film, the stage or as part of 
technical crews.

While his interest was more in music 
than performing, he credited his theater 
experience at Byram Hills for pointing 
him in the right direction.

“It really guided me into the world that 
I live in now, into the theater business, 
and my love for the theater was really 
nurtured here,” said Sturiale, a composer, 
who for 10 years conducted the Radio 
City Music Hall orchestra for the annual 
Christmas Spectacular and was associate 
conductor for a variety of Broadway 
shows. “It really all started here.”

Sturniale was one of two dozen alumni 
recognized last Saturday afternoon as 
the first set of inductees of the Byram 
Hills Theatre Honors, a wall of fame 
with plaques containing the names of the 
inductees located a short distance down 
the hallway from the main entrance. The 
former students were also joined on the 
wall by the program’s first director, Gene 

Bissell, and retired director Joy Varley. 
The school’s current theater group is 
named after Varley.

The idea for the tribute was sparked by 
current Theater Director John Lopez, who 
earlier this year noticed that 2017 marked 
the 50th anniversary of the program’s first-
ever production of “Oliver!” Lopez said 
with so many of the school’s graduates 
having gone on to accomplished careers, 
it would be a fitting tribute for the 
program’s golden anniversary.

The ceremony was scheduled to 
coincide with the weekend of this year’s 
student musical production of “Les 
Miserables.”

“This wall of honorees serves as both 
a tribute to the talent and dedication 
of former students and staff and as an 
inspiration for future generations of 
actors and technicians,” Lopez said. “We 
have students already saying ‘I want my 
name on that wall.’”

Five inductees were able to attend 
Saturday’s ceremony, agreeing that the 
school’s program had a profound impact 
on their development. Christopher 
Cummings, a senior exhibit designer who 
develops interactive environments for 
museums, aquariums and visitor centers, 
said the theater program provided 
creative students and those who loved the 
arts with an outlet as well as camaraderie. 

Cummings, a crew member while in 

high school, said the responsibility placed 
on him by Varley also helped him to 
mature.

“By the time I was a junior, Joy Varley 
gave me the key to the theater and said, 
‘I’ve got a concert coming up. I need 
you to make the lights look good. I’m 
counting on you to make the lights 
look good,’” said Cummings, a 1995 
graduate. “I remember having that key 
to the theater and feeling that sense 
of responsibility, and having that as a 
junior was very empowering and very 
formative.”

Another inductee, Sobha 
Kavanakudiyil, who loved theater 

since middle school, said Varley and 
the program instilled confidence in 
her. In particular, she remembered one 
year’s production of “Into the Woods” 
where she was on stage for the entire 
production.

Today, Kavanakudiyil is a faculty 
member in the Graduate Program in 
Educational Theatre at City College, 
one of only 11 schools across the United 
States that trains faculty to help build 
school theater programs.

“The confidence that I had, the training 
that I had, Joy Varley really tapped into 
me the innate ability that I had,” she said. 
“It gave me a lot of confidence in school, 
it was something I was good at.”

Among the notable graduates who 
were also inducted on Saturday were 
Eddie Cahill (Class of 1996) who has had 
roles in television shows “Sex and the 
City,” “Friends,” “Dawson’s Creek” and 
“Law & Order: Special Victims Unit;” 
Bryce Dallas Howard (Class of 1999), 
who has performed on Broadway and has 
appeared in an array of films including 
Kenneth Branagh’s film adaptation of “As 
You Like It,” “The Twilight Sage: Eclipse” 
and “Jurassic World;” and Tom Kitt (Class 
of 1992), who won a Pulitzer Prize for 
drama and two Tony Awards for “Next to 
Normal.”

Additional graduates are expected to be 
inducted each year.

Byram Hills Honors Distinguished Theater Program Grads

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The five Byram Hills High School graduates who 
attended last Saturday’s ceremony unveiling the 
theater program’s honors wall. From left, Grant 
Sturiale, Chris Cummings, Michael Cummings, 
Sobha Kavanakudiyil and Stephanie Failing 
Saletan, in front of  the plaques.
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Every Monday: Public Bird Walks, 8:30 am 
2nd Saturdays: Brinton Brook Hike, 9:00 am 
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 031417

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CAREER TRAINING
Medical Billing and Coding Career 
Training at Sullivan and Cogliano Train-
ing Centers Call 1-888-535- 9909 or click 
learn.sctrain.edu Financial Aid Available 
to those who qualify. sctrain.edu/disclo-
sures

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 

Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
Cash buyer seeks large acreage 200+ 
acres in the Central/Finger Lakes and 
Catskills Regions of NY State. Brokers 
welcome. For immediate confidential re-
sponse, call 607-353-8068 or email info@
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LAWN AND GARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES -SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg 
$129 Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367
www.lowcosttrees.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LEARN-
ING ANALYTICS GROUP, LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/07/2011. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
2435 Pinetree Pl Yorktown Hts, NY 
10598 Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF STONE 
HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC. Filed 
with SSNY on January 3, 2017. Office in 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC. upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Lisa Stone 2245 Mark Rd., Yorktown 
Heights NY, 10598. Purpose: Any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF THE FORMATION OF: 
HALITE GROUP, LLC.  ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 12/30/16.  Office lo-
cation: Westchester.  SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process: 
156 Great Oak Lane, Pleasantville, NY  
10570.  Purpose: any lawful acts. Pro-
vides management consulting services. 

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF 
BEVERAGE MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES LLC, a foreign limited liability 
company (“LLC”) Cert. of Authority filed 
with Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/14/16. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served, SSNY shall mail process to: David 
B. Petshaft, P.C. 222 Bloomingdale Rd, 
Ste 116, White Plains, NY 10605. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: RAY 
BLUE MUSIC, LLC. Articles of or-
ganization filed with NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) on 11/29/16. Office in Westches-
ter County, SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 107  
Armstrong Avenue, Peekskill, NY 
10566, which is also the principal  
business location. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE G ELITE SPORTS 
AND FITNESS, LLC. Art. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 12/22/16, with an exis-
tence date of 01/01/2017. Office: Putnam 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 39 Hilltop Dr., Mahopac, NY 
10541. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FRUIT 
& PEPPER, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/30/2017. Office Location: Westches-

ter County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 109 
Robins Rd., New Rochelle, NY 10801. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MEN-
TAL HEALTH COUNSELING SER-
VICE WESTCHESTER, PLLC. Arts of 
org filed with Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 01/26/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
the PLLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 110 Washington Ave., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: To provide Mental 
Health Counseling.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC).  
NAME: DGOLDCONSULTING, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 01/04/17. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 24 Larissa 
Lane; Thornwood, New York 10594, 
principal business location of the LLC. 
Purpose: any lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NO-
ZELGOV, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on Jan. 06, 2017. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Yves Jerome 60 Morrow 
Ave. 5KS Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF YOU-
CREATE, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/13/17.  Office in Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 25 Caruso Pl., Armonk, NY 
10504. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF McAllis-
ter & Quinn, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/24/2017. 
Office: N/A. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail process to the principal busi-
ness address: 1030 15th St NW, Ste 590W, 
Washington, DC 20005. Purpose: any 
lawful acts.

FORGEMASTER GAMES, LLC, Filed 
w/ NY Dept. of State on January 5, 2017, 
Located at 622 Midland Ave, Yonkers, NY, 
10704, Westchester County. The NY Sec-
retary of STATE has been designated as 
the agent upon whom may be served may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 

continued on next page

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

                                continued on page 26 
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discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

25th Annual Peter B. Knock Awards 
for the Study of Sacred Music Concert. 
Organists Caroline Robinson and David 
von Behren will be featured on the Jackson 
Memorial Organ. The program will include 
works  by J.S. Bach, Dieterich Buxtehude, 
Marcel Dupre, Herbert Howells, Olivier 
Messiaen and Charles-Marie  Widor. Rye 
Presbyterian Church, 882 Boston Post Rd., 
Rye. 7:30 p.m. Free. All welcome. Info: 
914-967-0842 or visit www.ryepc.com.

Russian Seasons Dance: Celebration of 
World Dance. Internationally acclaimed, 
the company returns to the United States 
after 25 years. A breathtaking display of 
dazzling Broadway choreography, the 
athleticism of Cossack folk dances, the 
exuberance of Gypsy dance, the sensuality 
of Argentinian Tango, the intensity of 
Spanish Flamenco and the intricate 
footwork of Irish dance. Westchester 
Community College’s Academic Arts 
Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8 p.m. 

$24. Seniors and students: $22. Children 
(under 13): $18. Info and tickets: 914-606-
6262 or visit www.sunywcc.edu/smartarts. 
Tickets will also be available at the door. 

“The Drowsy Chaperone.” Beat the 
winter blues and enjoy an uproarious 
evening of madcap music and dance with 
the annual Pleasantville High School 
production. Pleasantville High School, 60 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 8 p.m. Adults: 
$15. Children, seniors and students: $12. 
Also Mar. 18 at 8 p.m. Info and tickets: 
866-967-8187 or visit www.phsplay.org 

Saturday, Mar. 18
Planning the Organic Vegetable 

Garden. A successful organic garden takes 
both planning and work. Take advantage 
of the “off season” and use this time to 
get your garden plans underway. Bring 
your current garden plan for further 
development or learn the process of 
creating one during class led by Shanyn 
Siegel. John Jay Homestead, 400 Jay St. 
(Route 22), Katonah. 9 a.m. Members: $30. 
Non-members: $35. Advance registration 
required. Info and registration: Visit www.
johnjayhomestead.org.

Financial Education Day. The 
Westchester Community College Alumni 
Association is sponsoring this conference 
featuring seminars on various aspects of 
money management. Seventeen workshops 
will be presented by financial professionals 
on topics that include investments, 
budgeting, insurance, retirement and 
estate planning, healthcare and more. 
Attendees will also have the opportunity 
for private, one-on-one consultations 
with experts from the Financial Planning 
Association and Certified Financial 
Planning professionals. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Free. Registration strongly recommended. 
Info and registration: 914-606-6505 or visit 
www.mysunywcc.org/2017fed.

Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 
Pleasantville Farmers Market is the 
largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester and the one voted “Best 
of Westchester” in 2014 to 2016 by the 
readers of Westchester Magazine. With 
over 40 vendors participating in the indoor 
market, the delicious good time continues. 
Pleasantville Middle School, 40 Romer 

Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday through Mar. 25. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

The Nanjing Atrocities: Crimes of 
War Presented By Facing History and 
Ourselves. In this workshop, learn of the 
details of events unfolding in China and 
Japan in the years leading up to World War 
II and the Japanese occupation of Nanjing, 
China in 1937. The choices of individuals 
and groups make during war and issues 
of judgement and accountability during 
episodes of violence and their aftermath 
will be explored. A light breakfast and 
lunch will be served. In-service or 
Continuing Teacher and Leader Education 
(CTLE) hours will be awarded. New 
Rochelle High School, 265 Clove Rd., New 
Rochelle. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. $40. Info and 
tickets: Contact Julie Scallero at 914 696-
0738 or e-mail jscallero@hhrecny.org.

Fall Prevention: A Matter of Balance. 
Many seniors have a fear of falling and 
restrict their activities. This eight-session 
program emphasizes practical strategies 
to reduce this fear and increase activity 
levels by improving strength, balance 

Spring Means SATs and Worries About How to Pay for College 
The winter will officially end 

Mar. 20, but many parents of 
students planning to attend 
college will be far more 
focused on the upcoming 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) 
registration and test days 
rather than the weather.

Seasons come and go, 
but preparing for a child’s 
education is a constant 
priority, especially financially. 
With college costs rising each year, and 
far too many students graduating with 
a mountain of student debt, it is wise 
to begin early to find ways to ease the 
burden.

Currently, total U.S. student loan debt 
is nearly $1.3 trillion. There are about 
44 million debtors owing an average of 
roughly $37,000. The average cost for 
attending four years at a private college 
is just under $200,000, and that cost is 
increasing faster than inflation, which 
gives us a good idea of what many parents 
and students are facing.

In New York State, the average debt 
upon graduation totals more than $30,000 
– and that number has been increasing 
since 2006.

It’s no wonder that parents prioritize 
saving for college right behind saving for 

retirement – or ahead of it if 
they already have a retirement 
plan.

Despite these daunting 
figures, there are several 
roads that can be taken to 
help bear the costs of higher 
education by the time our 
children are ready to embark 
on their college careers, and 
families should work together 
with a professional to identify 

the options best suited to their overall 
situation. 

There are myriad scholarship programs 
for instance, most of which require either 
top grades or a high level of competence in 
a sport supported by the college of choice. 
And there is a wide variety of additional 
financial aid programs offered by colleges 
and universities. But we should remember 
that competition for these awards is fierce 
and may not necessarily be available for 
four years.

The average athletic award to Division I 
college athletes in 2015, for example, was 
$14,270 for men and $15,162 for women 
– and very few scholarships paid all costs 
for a full year. Athletic scholarships at 
Division II schools are significantly lower 
than Division I, and Division III schools 
typically make no athletic awards.

Similarly, full-tuition academic 
scholarships are available from 
universities, states or cities in some 
instances, but they generally are 
performance based and require high SAT 
or American College Test (ACT) scores 
and a high-level grade point average from 
secondary school. They also could include 
other requirements such as a history of 
volunteerism and often are restricted to 
students from specific localities.

While there are myriad forms of 
scholarships and grants, very few of them 
provide sufficient funds for a full year of 
college, and for many of them, the criteria 
and amounts available are subject to 
change from year to year. 

Thus, one of the best 
options for ensuring 
adequate funds to send our 
children to college, without 
the immediate after-
graduation burden of student loan debt, 
is to create a college fund while they are 
young and to continue funding it, at least 
through high school graduation.

A popular option is an education 
savings plan; the 529 Plan is one of the 
most popular. Such plans, which have 
existed since 1996, are named after 
Section 529 of the Internal Revenue Code, 
and can go a long way toward providing 

sufficient funds for each child’s college 
expenses.

There are some restrictions, but most 
529 plans have no income limits, age 
limits or annual contribution limits. 
Although there are lifetime contribution 
limits, those limits currently range from 
$235,000 to $500,000.

Most 529 plans make it easy to save 
without the burden of an income tax levy 
and to apply those savings to the college 
of choice regardless of where the student 
lives. Nonetheless, there are differences 
from state to state and it is incumbent 
upon the parents to study each option 
carefully to ensure that whichever 

variation is chosen, it will 
meet your needs – and your 
child’s need. 

Spring is a beautiful time 
of year and it is nice to 
stop occasionally and smell 

the daffodils. But the requirements for 
financing a college education are always 
on the move, and we can’t forget that 
diligence now will help to provide the 
rewards of education for our family in the 
future.

Kevin Peters is a financial adviser with 
the Global Wealth Management Division 
of Morgan Stanley in Purchase. He can be 
reached at 914-225-6680. 

continued from page 22
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The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored investment advice. 
The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of  a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and 

objectives. Investing involves risks and there is always the potential of  losing money when you invest. The views expressed herein are those of  the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of  Morgan 
Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, member SIPC. 

By Kevin Peters
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 031417
continued from previous page
United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
NY 11228. Purpose Any Lawful Act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KDB 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with SSNY 
on 2/15/17.  Office Location: Putnam  
County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: KDB Prop-
erty Maintenance LLC, P.O. Box 1669, 
Carmel, NY 10512. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 197 
FOWLER ROAD, LLC. Articles of Orga-

nization filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on February 13, 2017. 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent for service of process  
on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of  
process to: Timothy J. Maher, 12 Oak 
Valley Lane, Purchase, New York 10577.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAG-
DOM, LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 3, 2017. Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Lori S. Gage, 12 Elskip Lane, 

Greenwich, CT 06831. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of KP & LM, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on December 29, 2016, Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 1 South Broad-
way Unit 4F, White Plains NY 10601. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

Notice of Formation of a NY Limited Li-
ability Company (LLC). Name: SWAT 
Limo, LLC. Articles of Organization fill-
ing date with Secretary of State (SSNY) 
was 27 February 2017. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served and SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 208 West 
Street, Mount Kisco, NY 10549. Pur-
pose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ME-
DINA CONSULTING USA LLC. Art. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 03/02/2017. Of-
fice loc: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
77 Tackora Trail, Ridgefield, CT 06877. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ENTER-
PRISE WEB SPECIALISTS, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on February 
03, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
3H Agent Services has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 3H Agent Servic-
es shall mail process to: Enterprise Web 
Specialists, LLC 1767 Central Park Av-
enue #374 Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acres- 
$89,900 NO REASONABLE OFFER RE-
FUSED! Delaware County, Catskill Mtn 
setting! Views, woods, meadow! EZ terms 
avail! Call 888-479-3394 today! NewYork-
LandandLakes.com

LAKEFRONT LAND LIQUIDATION! 6 
acres- $99,900 Cortland Co in the Finger 
Lakes! Unspoiled lake, wooded privacy, 
great fishing! Ideal country homesite! Call 
888-701-7509 NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

LAND REPO! 21 acres-$39,900 Over-
looks the Mohawk Valley 1/2 hr from Al-
bany! Views, fields, woods, twn rd, utils. 
Terms. Call 888-905-8847 NOW! NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
Chemung County: Tax Foreclosed Real 
Estate Auction, Wednesday, March 29, 
2017; Registration: 9:00AM, Auction 
Start: 11:00AM, Location: 760 E Water 
Street, Elmira, (Holiday Inn), Elmira-
Riverview, New York 14901, Parcel Open-
House Inspections: Saturday, March 18 
& Sunday, March 19, 2017, Pre- Auc-
tion Bidder Seminar: Monday, March 20, 
2017 Starts: 6PM, 100+ Parcels Available, 
For Details VISIT; auctionsinternational.
com or CALL 800-536-1401 ext 110

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast)Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an ìOld Floridaî fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from $94,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

FREON R12 WANTED: We PICK UP 
and pay CA$H for R12. Cylinders or case 
of cans. EPA certified. (312) 291-9169; 
sell@refrigerantfinders.com

To Place a 
Classified Ad  

Call 914-864-0878 
or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays 
at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

Mortgages with down payment 
assistance for first-time homebuyers 

Call (800) 382-4663
or visit sonyma.org

LOAN TODAY.
HOME TOMORROW.

State of New York Mortgage Agency

continued from page 24
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By Neal Rentz
The annual Westchester Jewish Film 

Festival is returning this week to the Jacob 
Burns Film Center in Pleasantville with 38 
feature films and an Israeli television series.

Film center programmer Bruni Burres, 
who compiled this year’s films, said it’s 
probably the most popular series at the 
venue. It is running for the 16th consecutive 
year and is scheduled for Mar. 16 though 
Apr. 2. 

One of the keys to its popularity is the 
thought-provoking discussions between the 
audience and guests after the screenings, 
Burres said.

“It has become much more than a film 
series,” said Burres, who took about a year 
to select the films for this year’s festival. “It’s 
become a community event.”

The opening night feature is “Norman: 
The Moderate Rise and Tragic Fall of 
a New York Fixer” directed by Joseph 
Ceder. The title character in the comedy-
drama is played by Richard Gere in an 
“uncharacteristically schleppy” role, which 
is one of the reasons Burres said she chose 
the movie to open the series.

Norman is a financial operator whose 
ideas fail to pan out, but he becomes highly 
sought after to make a deal because he 
received an expensive gift from an Israeli 
politician who later became prime minister. 

There will also be a trilogy of films from 
director Joan Micklin Silver. On Mar. 26, 
her 1975 debut film, “Hester Street,” will be 
screened starring Carol Kane. Kane received 
an Academy Award nomination for best 

actress for her portrayal of a Russian-Jewish 
immigrant living in New York City in 1896. 

The story of how Silver’s first movie was 
financed could make a fascinating film on its 
own. Burres said film studio bigwigs weren’t 
interested in financing Jewish-themed films 
at the time because they felt they would not 
be embraced by the general public. They 
were also reticent to fund her film because 
Silver was a woman, her work as a television 
writer and director was respected.

With the support of Silver’s husband, 
Raphael, $400,000 was raised to create 
“Hester Street,” which went on to make $5 
million, Burres said. 

The second installment of Silver’s trilogy, 
“Crossing Delancey,” with Peter Riegert and 
Amy Irving, will be presented on Mar. 27. 
Burress described the film as a “modern day 
Jewish fairy tale.” Riegert and Irving will be 
on hand for a question-and-answer session 
after the screening.

The trilogy’s final feature is “A Fish in 
the Bathtub,” the 1999 romantic comedy 
starring then-newcomer Mark Ruffalo and 
the veteran husband-and-wife comedy 
team of Jerry Stiller and Anne Meara. The 
fish referred to in the title is a pet carp that 
Stiller’s character refused to take out of the 
family’s spare bedroom, causing his wife to 
leave him. It will be shown on Mar. 19 and 
21. 

Silver will participate in a post-screening 
question-and-answer session on Mar. 19 
along with co-writers John Silverstein and 
David Chudnovsky.

The festival also is paying tribute to Israeli 

filmmaker and actress Ronit Elkabetz, 
who passed away last year. Known for her 
acclaimed performances, Elkabetz was 
also a talented writer and director who 
collaborated with her brother to make “To 
Take a Wife,” “7 Days” and “Gett: The Trial 
of Viviane Amsalem.”  

The series will also include a variety 
of documentaries, including “By Sidney 
Lumet” on Mar. 20 and 22. The 2016 film, 
directed by Nancy Buirski, includes a never-
before-shown 2008 interview with Lumet 
and clips from many of the acclaimed 
director’s movies, including “Serpico,” “Dog 
Day Afternoon,” “Network,” and his first 

feature, “12 Angry Men.” 
Aside from the features, the festival will 

present the 2015 Israeli television series 
“False Flag.” The series is a fictional story 
of five Israeli citizens implicated in the 
kidnapping of the Iranian defense minister. 
Though they deny involvement, the five 
people become suspects. The series features 
an array of plot twists that make it unclear as 
to whom the characters really are.

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located at 
364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. Call 914-
747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org for more information, including ticket 
prices and the full schedule.

Wide Array of Works Featured at Jacob Burns’ Jewish Film Festival

By Erin Maher
Seven local filmmakers screened their 

most recent projects to a packed theater at 
the Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville 
last Thursday.

Lucy Adams, Leah Galant, Alex Gonzalez, 
Emily Ann Hoffman, Kervin Marseille, 
Reweina Tessema and Stefaniya Vey were all 
members of a pilot class at the Burns called 
Creative Culture. It was developed by the 
film center to provide support to Hudson 
Valley artists. 

The idea began in October 2015, a 
brainchild of three Burns staff members. 
Media Arts Lab Technical Director Justin 
Drobinski, former director of industry 
and engagement Gina Duncan and Senior 
Curriculum Developer Sean Weiner, set 
out to “expand what a film center could be,” 
Weiner said.

“As filmmaking has become cheaper, 
you see a lot of collective filmmaking,” 
said Weiner, an established filmmaker and 
Tarrytown resident. 

Weiner and the Burns wanted to create 
a collective of filmmakers who could 
collaborate with one another, network and 
form a creative environment. 

In the past, the center would award 
and host one fellowship per semester to 
aspiring filmmakers. While this was an 
excellent opportunity for the fellows, it also 

had its limitations.
Weiner reached out to former Burns 

fellows to gauge their interest. The vetting 
process included having each potential 
Creative Culture member propose a 
project to Weiner that would be completed 
at the end of the five-month collaborative. 
In October 2016, Creative Culture was 
born. 

The film center provided most of the 
resources for the filmmakers. Tessema, 25, 
a Valhalla resident, could said she could not 
pass up the opportunity.

“Burns acquired a Blackmagic URSA 
Mini Pro, and I was extremely excited to 
work with this industry Grade-A camera 
and the other equipment,” said Tessema. 
Members also had access to the production 
and post-production space for filming. 

Each week, they met to discuss their 
individual projects and bounce ideas off of 
each other. 

“Being side by side with other filmmakers 
and hearing their problems, getting their 
advice, made a huge difference,” Tessema 
said. 

Each member was expected “to gift 
each other with their respective super-
power or skill,” an idea of Weiner’s. For 
Tessema, she shared her knowledge of film 
editing workflow. Other members made 
presentations on color palettes, lighting, 

storyboarding and more. 
Besides the weekly meetings, members 

also had film-specific technical training to 
sharpen their skills.

Creative Culture provided the filmmakers 
with special industry and networking 
opportunities. All members met and spoke 
with Barry Jenkins, director of “Moonlight,” 
which recently won the Academy Award for 
Best Picture. While they were still creating 
their films, a screening was held for two 
industry professionals who were able to give 
the filmmakers critical feedback on their 
projects.

Weiner also served as a mentor to all 
seven Creative Culture members, providing 
guidance and advice. This included assisting 
each member in any way possible, whether 
that was giving advice at 3 a.m. via text 
message or helping to film stop motion 
animation.

The short films that were presented by the 
members spanned a wide array of genres, 
including animation, virtual reality and 
narrative story telling. Since its inception, 
two Creative Culture filmmakers were 
chosen as 2017 Sundance Ignite Fellows, 
that will grow their professional network. 

“This Creative Culture cohort will be a 
group indefinitely,” Weiner said. “They will 
be part of the Jacob Burns network and will, 
without a doubt in the future, collaborate 
together, work together and continue to 
build this professional rapport.”

Tessema, who spent more than 100 
hours on her short film narrative comedy, 
said the opportunity was critical to her 
growth as a filmmaker. 

“I’m just really, really grateful,” she said. 
“They saw stuff in me that I didn’t know I 
had. And now I do.”

Applications are being accepted now 
through July 1 for the next Creative 
Culture cohort. For more information, 
visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org, or e-mail 
creativeculture@burnsfilmcenter.org. 

Jacob Burns’ ‘Creative Culture’ Supports Local Filmmakers

LYNDA SHENKMAN CURTIS PHOTO
Filmmaker Reweina Tessema and actress Cassidy 
McKenna, featured in Tessema’s short film “Third 
Period,” at the launch of  the Jacob Burns Film 
Center’s Creative Culture initiative last week. 

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTO
Richard Gere, left, with Lior Ashkenazi, star in “Norman: The Moderate Rise and Tragic Fall of  a New York 
Fixer,” the opening night feature in this year’s Westchester Jewish Film Festival. The festival is scheduled 
to run from Mar. 16 through Apr. 2 at the Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. 
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and flexibility. Phelps Hospital, C Level 
classroom, 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Saturdays 
through May 6. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-366-3937.

Third Saturday Bird Seed Sale. The sale 
supports the local conservation work of the 
Saw Mill River Audubon. Pruyn Sanctuary, 
275 Millwood Rd., Chappaqua. 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Third Saturday of each month. 
Info (including bird seed descriptions and 
prices): Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.
org/seedsale.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Also Mar. 25. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Meditation Workshop. Michael 
Cardillo will help you reach peace and a 
clear vision in meeting your life’s goals. An 
AA member, he will share his knowledge 
and meditation techniques. Open to all. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. 
Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Pack Chat for Kids. Children will 
learn about the mythology surrounding 
wolves and the important role of wolves 
in the natural world. This is an exciting 
time for wolves; they are out searching 
for prey as they prepare for the birth of 
this year’s pups. Also, visit ambassador 
Wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr 
and the center’s critically endangered red 
wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Dress for 
cold weather. Wolf Conservation Center, 
South Salem 11 a.m. Adults: $14. Children 
(under 12): $11. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Visit www.
nywolf.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday and Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Move Without Pain. Learn and 

practice highly effective habits to obtain 
a more natural spinal alignment; discover 
simple yet powerful and highly effective 
practices based on ancient Eastern healing 
wisdom and modern evidence-based 
clinical science to improve flexibility; 
and explore breath work, therapeutic 
bodywork, meditation and mindful 
movement practices to dissipate excessive 
muscle tension, fatigue and stress. Learn 
to sit, stand and move with greater ease. 
Presented by Dominique Daly. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 2 p.m. Free. Also Mar. 
18. RSVP required. Info and RSVP: 914-
273-3887 or at the reference desk.

Nature’s Course: Wolves of Isle Royale. 
Isle Royale is both a national park and a 
national forest. It is a destination site for 
avid hikers and canoeists, but it is also 
the home to a wolf population that is on 
the verge of extinction. Come discuss 
the causes of the drastic decline in the 
wolf population and what is being done 
to prevent their extinction. Afterwards, 
guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican 
gray wolves. Dress for cold weather. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 2 p.m. 
Adults: $14. Children (under 12): $11. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: www.nywolf.org.

“Romeo and Juliet.” This Hudson 
Valley Shakespeare Festival production 
is set in a New England prep school. The 
Montagues and Capulets are elite families 
who have sent their children to this school 
for generations. While united by class, 
they are bitterly divided by tradition and 
ideology. There are rifts and tensions at 
the school involving wealthy students and 
scholarship students, parents and children, 
teachers and staff. This 90-minute 
production also features a talkback with 
the actors. Paramount Hudson Valley, 
1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 2 p.m. $12. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 
Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.emanuelelc.org.

Evening Howl for Pups of All Ages. 
Enjoy visiting the wolves during their 
favorite hour – dusk. Learn about the 
mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why March is a 
magical time for packs in North America. 
This time of year, wolves are out searching 
for prey as they prepare for the birth of 
this year’s pups. Take a short sunset hike 
to howl with ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican 
wolves. Guests will be served weather 
appropriate treats. Please bring flashlights. 

Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
5:30 p.m. Adults: $16. Children (under 12): 
$13. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Saturday Night Jazz at Chappaqua 
Station: Charlie Caranicas Trio. With 
a hat tipped to New York’s musical 
renaissance, Chappaqua Station welcomes 
local and international musicians to the 
historic train station. Think intimate 
lounge setting, warm bourbon glow, farm 
fresh cuisine and an inclusive spirit of 
Westchester’s vibrant culture. Chappaqua 
Station, 1 Station Plaza, Chappaqua. 
First seating 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for $10 per 
person. Second seating 9 to 10:30 p.m. for 
$5 per person. First come, first served at 
bar with no cover charge. Tickets available 
through Eventbrite. Info: 914-861-8001 or 
visit www.chappaquastation.com.

Danu. For over a decade, Danú’s virtuoso 
players on flute, tin whistle, fiddle, button 
accordion, bouzouki and vocals (Irish and 
English), have performed around the globe 
and recorded seven critically acclaimed 
albums. Hailing from historic County 
Waterford, they are one of today’s leading 
traditional Irish ensembles. Their high-
energy concerts feature a glorious mix of 
ancient Irish music and new repertoire, 
taking audiences on a musical journey 
to their native Isle. The Performing Arts 
Center at Purchase College, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 8 p.m. $13.75 to $40. 
Info and tickets: 914-251-6200 or visit 
www.artscenter.org.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. $16. Also the first Sunday of 
each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Sunday, Mar. 19
Project FeederWatch. Whether 

you’re a beginning birder or a budding 
ornithologist, we’ve got you covered in this 
new program for nature and bird lovers. 
Join a naturalist for morning bird watching, 
gather data for Project FeederWatch and 
brush up on local bird identification. 
For children seven years old and up. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Sunday and Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why March is a special 
time for packs in North America. Whether 
the wolves are living on the Arctic tundra 
or the high desert of the southwest, wolf 
families are out searching for prey as they 
prepare for the birth of this year’s pups. 
Guests will visit ambassador Wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the cent 

er’s critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican gray wolves. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $14. 
Children (under 12): $11. Also Mar. 25 at 
2 p.m. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

The Dixieland Express Jazz Band. 
Performing all those wonderful songs 
from the teens, ‘20s and ‘30s played with 
toe-tapping joy and sung by a terrific 
vocalist. An unforgettable afternoon of 
“jazz-age” music that you can sing along 
with, clap, tap your foot or even get up and 
dance if you wish. Whippoorwill Hall, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 2 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Crossing the Croton. Local historians 
Marc Cheshire and Carl Oechsner will 
use rare photographs, maps and drawings 
to show how the lower Croton River was 
crossed during the last 300 years. From 
Native American fording places, the Van 
Cortlandt Ferry and Revolutionary War 
“New Bridge,” to the legendary High 
Bridge and Quaker Bridge and the battle 
over the destruction of the old Albany 
Post Road. Briarcliff Manor Public 
Library, 1 Library, Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 2 
p.m. Free. Reservations required. Info and 
reservations: Contact Karen Smith at 914-
941-4393 or Shelly Glick at 914-941-7072 

Chamber Music Concert Series. 
Pianist Jeewon Park, violinist John 
Marcus, violist Toby Appel and cellist 
Edward Arron will perform works by 
Franz Schubert, Joaquín Turina and 
Johannes Brahms. Rye Presbyterian 
Church, 882 Boston Post Rd., Rye. 2:30 
p.m. $40. Info and tickets: Contact 
Ronald Arron at 914-523-4646 or e-mail 
ronarron@optonline.net. Tickets may also 
be purchased at the door.

Ballroom Dancing and Dinner. 
Dancing followed by a complete dinner. 
All proceeds to go to the scholarship 
fund at Fox Lane High School and New 
York Boys’ State. Moses Taylor American 
Legion Post 136, 1 Legion Way, Mount 
Kisco. 2:30 to 6:30 p.m. $18 per person. 
Third Sunday of every month. Info: 914-
241-0136 or contact Commander John A. 
Graziano at 914-248-7134. 

Hudson Chorale: Ira Spaulding 
Recital. Spaulding, Hudson Chorale’s 
music director and a baritone with a 37-
year career as a recitalist that spans the 
globe, will perform a benefit for the group’s 
orchestra fund. Proceeds will help hire a 
professional orchestra for its June concert. 
Spaulding will sing an eclectic recital of 
pieces in English, Italian and German, 
featuring early opera arias, lieder by 
Mozart and Schubert and Negro Spirituals. 
Church of St. Barnabas, 15 N. Broadway, 
Irvington. 3 p.m. $65 per person. $125 
for two. (Tickets are tax deductible.) Info: 
Visit www.hudsonchorale.org. Tickets: 
914-332-0133 or e-mail janice.landrum@
verizon.net.

continued from page 25
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For the past two 
weeks, my columns 
focused on the 
rising proliferation 
of red blended 
wines. In the last 
three to five years, 
more excellent and 
original blended 
wines have been 
produced, and, as 

importantly, have recently been given their 
fair share of shelf space at local wine shops. 

I liken these discoveries to listening to 
new music. Whether it’s classical, jazz or 
alternative rock, a certain combination 
of instruments and composition, in the 
hands of a composer with an idiosyncratic 
vision, will create a unique work. While 
there are musical purists who prefer a 
piano or sax solo, other music lovers seek 
out new compositions constructed around 
a 108-piece symphony orchestra, a jazz 
quartet or an indie quintet. Each ensemble 
creates a new sound listeners may not have 
experienced before.  

So, too, with wines. Each grape brings 
a different character to the party, and in 
a well-made wine the results can create a 
synergy that exceeds the sum of its parts; in 
essence, liquid music. Just as with original 
music compositions, winemakers, like 
composers, are blending core component 
grapes (chords) to create original 
interpretations, original expressions and 

original emotional experiences.
Last week I promised examples of 

these original and unique wines. I polled 
many of the area wine merchants for their 
recommendations. I must say they eagerly 
embraced my survey and offered an 
excellent cross section of wines, most for 
$15 or less. I encourage you to visit one of 
these wine shops. Bring this column with 
you as a reference tool.

There is quite a bit of information 
presented in order to best define the wine 
and to provide a roadmap to entice readers 
to experiment. Limited space requires tight, 
concise descriptions, which are provided 
by each merchant. Grape composition is 
listed in declining order of volume.

Rocco, Mt. Kisco Wines, Mount Kisco
1. Modern Vines Graffiti Red, 2014, 

$12 (Chile), Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot/
Carmenere. Ruby red color, fragrant 
bouquet of ripe plums and dark berries 
with the subtle taste of dark fruit, spice 
and hints of vanilla. The finish is clean and 
velvety.

2. Pro-mis-Q-ous, non-vintage, $12 
(California), Cabernet Sauvignon/ 
Zinfandel/Merlot/Syrah. Ripe red and 
dark berry fruit with hints of black pepper.

3. Falesco Vitiano Rosso, 2014, $13 
(Italy), Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot/
Sangiovese. Deep ruby-red in color, 
aromas of plums and black fruits. Smooth 
tannins and acidity.

Graem, Art of Wine, Pleasantville

1. Trentadue Old Patch Red, 2014, 
$13 (California), Zinfandel/Petite Sirah/
Carignan. Medium-bodied, fresh jammy 
red berry fruit, finishes with light pepper 
and spice.

2. KWV Roodeberg, 2014, $13 (South 
Africa), Cabernet Sauvignon/Shiraz/
Merlot/Petit Verdot/Tannat/Cabernet 
Franc/ 2 percent other. Mulberry and plum 
aromas, subtle layers of sweet spice and 
anise. Silky tannins; the finish is smooth 
and lingering.

3. Castillo Perelada 5 Finques, 
2012, $15 (Spain), Cabernet 
Sauvignon/Syrah/Merlot/
Garnatxa/Samso/Monastrell/
Ullede Llebre. Deep cherry 
red color, black and red fruits 
aromas. Medium-full bodied, 
well-balanced, with ripe tannins. 

Thierry, Best Wine Purveyors, 
Pleasantville

1. La Maialina “Gertrude,” 2014, $14 
(Italy), Sangiovese/Merlot/Cabernet 
Sauvignon. The addition of Merlot and 
Cabernet Sauvignon to the traditional 
Tuscany Sangiovese help this “Super 
Tuscan” wine with a fair amount of power 
and great fruits.  

2. Kanonkop “Kadette” Cape Blend, 
2014, $15 (South Africa), Pinotage/
Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot/Cabernet 
Franc. Plenty of berries, cherry and plum 
but silky tannins and nice spices.

3. La Posta “Tinto,” 2014, $15 

(Argentina), Malbec/Bonarda/Syrah. 
Berries and black currant with mocha and 
savory accent.

Andy, Thornwood Wines, Thornwood
1. Marietta Old Vines Lot 64, non-

vintage, $15 (California), Zinfandel/
Petite Sirah/Syrah and undisclosed 
others. Peppery, meaty, red and black 
fruits, medium body, soft tannins, earthy 
personality.

2. Montgras Quatro, 2014, $15 (Chile), 
Cabernet Sauvignon/Carmenere/Syrah/

Merlot. Deep ruby red, aromas 
of blackberry and touches of 
spice and vanilla. Ripe, sweet 
tannins give this wine power, 
balance with a lingering finish.

3. Castello D’Alba, 2015, 
$13 (Portugal), Tempranillo/

Touriga Franca/Touriga Nacional. Red 
fruits and spicy aromas and taste, well-
balanced acidity and fine tannins.

Next week: more selections from 
outstanding wine shops in your area.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 20 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a 
member of the Wine Media Guild of wine 
writers. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Your Local Merchant Recommends Blended Wines to Enjoy

By Nick Antonaccio
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ExaminerSports
By Andy Jacobs

The clock struck midnight for the 
Cinderella Pleasantville boys’ basketball 
team during last Tuesday’s opening round 
of the state Class B tournament.

A 10-point, first-half lead for the 
Panthers disappeared and Section 9 
champion Spackenkill took command 
after halftime and went on to a convincing 
69-50 victory in a regional playoff game 
at Yorktown High School. Despite six 
3-pointers and a team-high 20 points 
from junior forward Nick Salzarulo, the 
Panthers’ memorable season came to an 
end just three days after they captured 
their first Section 1 hoops title in 16 years. 

“That was the best team we’ve played all 
year,” said head coach Chris Welsh not long 
after his Panthers had been overwhelmed 
by hot-shooting Spackenkill in the second 
half. “That’s a very complete team. They’ve 
got a good point guard. They had wings 
who knocked down shots, a forward who 
was jumping through the roof, and a big 
guy. I mean, that’s a total team.”

For the game’s first 16 minutes, though, 
it seemed the Panthers could compete 
with the bigger Spartans. Despite the fact 
star guard Mike Manley was enduring a 
nightmare first half in which his feared 
shooting touch abandoned him and he 
misfired on 11 of his 12 shots, Pleasantville 
still managed to maintain a lead all the 
way until the final second before halftime. 

Salzarulo’s 3-pointer just 30 seconds 
into the game put the Panthers on the 
scoreboard first. He added two more treys 

in the opening quarter as 
Pleasantville, helped by 
the Spartans’ abysmal 
1-for-9 shooting at the 
foul line, opened up a 16-8 
advantage. The Panthers 
built their largest lead of 
the evening, 18-8, when 
Jeremy Stone scored on a 
put-back 12 seconds into 
the second quarter. 

After Spackenkill 
responded with a 9-1 run, 
Salzarulo provided his 
fourth 3-pointer to give 
the Panthers a 22-17 edge 
with just under three 
minutes left in the half. 
Manley soon made his 
only field goal of the first 
half, an 18-foot pullup 
jumper from the right 
baseline, to maintain the 
five-point lead with 2:12 
remaining.

But a basket by Ezequiel 
De La Cruz and two free 
throws by Camron Abalos, the point 
guard who finished with a game-high 21 
points, narrowed the Spartans’ deficit to 
25-24. When Manley apparently misread 
the scoreboard clock and launched a 35-
foot jumper with seven seconds still left, 
Spackenkill took advantage by pushing 
the ball up the floor and taking the lead 
as Dhyqueem Lewison converted at the 
buzzer on a put-back while falling to the 
floor.

A fast-break layup by Stone 50 seconds 
into the third quarter gave Pleasantville its 
final lead of the night. The Spartans soon 
answered with four successive baskets 
in the midst of a 13-3 burst that opened 
up a nine-point cushion. A 3-pointer by 
Tucker Lee, who wound up making five of 
them, stretched Spackenkill’s lead to 44-
32 with 3:08 to go in the period.

“In the second half, they absolutely 
shot the lights out,” said Welsh about the 
Spartans. “They came out with a lot of 
enthusiasm. I’m sure they felt like they 
should’ve been up by more than one at the 
half because, on our end, we were thankful 
to only be down by one considering all 
the foul trouble and poor shooting.”

The Panthers’ Charlie McPhee provided 
three baskets in the final minutes of the 
third quarter, helping  P’ville close to 
within 46-38 heading to the final period. 
But the Spartans’ Hayden Peck drained a 
3-pointer from the left corner to open the 
fourth quarter and the Panthers never got 
any closer than 10 points the rest of the 
way. 

Manley, who scored seven of his 12 
points in the final quarter, made the last 
basket of his standout Panther career on a 

19-foot jumper 
from the top 
of the key 
with exactly 
five minutes 
remaining. 
A Salzarulo 
bank shot with 
2:36 left cut 
the Panthers’ deficit to 60-50, but half a 
minute later Lee knocked down his fifth 
3-pointer to all but clinch the contest for 
the Spartans, who scored the game’s final 
nine points. 

With 55 seconds to go and the outcome 
decided, Welsh summoned Manley and 
the rest of the dejected Panther starters to 
the bench.

“A player isn’t defined by one game,” 
said Welsh after watching Manley end 
his varsity career just 3 for 21 from the 
field against the Spartans after earning 
MVP honors last weekend at the County 
Center. 

“He’s the best player I’ve ever coached. 
He’s had an unbelievable career. He’s 
made an awful lot of shots for us, scored 
an awful lot of points. He will not be 
defined by tonight’s game. He’s a special 
player, a great kid. He’s been an absolute 
pleasure to coach. And losing tonight 
can’t take away the fact, from him or 
from anyone on the team, that they’re still 
champs. They are Section 1 champs, and 
that is what we will remember about this 
season.”

As it turned out, the Spartans, 
especially with junior forward Kyiev 
Bennormon, just had too much of a size 
advantage. But Welsh knows the game 

could’ve been closer if his team had made 
a few more of its shots.

“As well as we shot the ball at the County 
Center and how fine-tuned our offense 
was, tonight we couldn’t hit anything,” he 
said. “Listen, this game is what it is. This is 
not what we will focus on. We’ll focus on 
all the great things that we achieved and 
accomplished this year. And, at the end of 
the day, I think the biggest regret I’ll have 
is that we don’t have practice tomorrow.”

Pleasantville’s Jeremy Stone takes 
the ball to the basket along the 
right baseline as Spackenkill’s Kyiev 
Bennermon defends in last Tuesday’s 
state playoff  game.

Quentin Lupo fires a corner jumper in 
the second half  of  Pleasantville’s 69-
50 regional loss to Spackenkill.

Pleasantville forward Nick Salzarulo 
connects on one of  his six 3-pointers 
vs. Section 9 champion Spackenkill.

The Panthers’ Mike Manley dribbles past 
Spackenkill’s Tucker Lee during last Tuesday’s 
regional playoff  game at Yorktown High School.

Charlie McPhee drives to the basket in 
Pleasantville’s state regional playoff  game last 
week.
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Panthers Lose to Spackenkill in the Regional Playoffs
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Matthew Simone of  Pace tries to run past Jake 
Slater of  NYIT in last Wednesday afternoon’s 
game, won by the Setters 13-7.

Pace University’s Bradley Paterson, who had a 
goal and four assists, is pressured by NYIT’s Joe 
Morhardt (41) and Sebastian Cacioppo in last 
week’s game.

Pace senior captain Brandon Donnellan moves 
the ball toward midfield in last Wednesday’s 13-7 
victory over New York Institute of  Technology.

Pace head coach Tom Mariano watches his team 
battle NYIT in the second half  of  last week’s game. Michael Pappalardo of  Pace takes the ball toward 

the cage during the Setters’ 13-7 win over No. 
4-ranked NYIT.

A pair of  Setters sprawl to the turf  battling for possession of  the ball in the third quarter of  last week’s 
game vs. NYIT.

Kevin Vogelsberg provided two goals for 
Pace in the 13-7 home win over NYIT.

Joshua Kreitler (19) and Vincent Vasheo celebrate 
after a Setter goal in the win over NYIT at Pace 
Stadium last Wednesday.

Pace goalie Robert Beshlian stays ready in front 
of  the cage in the second half  of  the win over 
NYIT.  He made 14 saves.

Liam Brennan scored three goals in the Setters’ 
home win over NYIT last week.

Joshua Kreitler, who scored twice, passes the ball 
in Pace’s home win last Wednesday.

Pace’s Peter Bashar had a pair of  goals in last 
Wednesday’s victory.

focus on

PA C E
Men’s Lacrosse
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www.SawMillClub.com BEST
OF

WESTCHESTER
WINNER@SawMillClub #WideWorldOfSawMillClub 

a role modelI AM

Grow with us. 

Your kids look up to you—and not just because you’re taller. They’ll follow in your 
footsteps, so you want to make each step count. Whether you take a big leap or a small stride, 

every day is an opportunity for growth; for them and for you.
Let us lift you even higher. There’s always more to reach for. Ready, set, go!

75% off  enrollment

TWO LOCATIONS IN MOUNT KISCO

Tennis. Group Cycle. Yoga. Aquatics. Personal Training. Barre. Zumba. 
And so much more. 

Over 90 group exercise classes weekly.


