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Josh Olsen and the Foxes
Defeat North Rockland
in the Opening Round
of the Class AA Playoffs
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By Dandre Chery-Richards
The fifth-seeded Fox Lane girls’ 

basketball team came into Saturday’s 
Class AA matchup as favorites against 
12th-seeded Suffern. Unexpectedly, the 
home team Foxes could not keep up with 
Suffern and lost 51-39 in what was a close 
game for three and a half quarters.

“We didn’t play like Fox Lane and to be 
honest I felt like we looked past them a 
little bit,” Fox Lane head coach Kris Matts 
said after the game. “That’s up to the 
coach to make sure that doesn’t happen, 
so I feel like I didn’t have them prepared 
enough.”

After a quarter of play, Fox Lane was 
up 11-4 and went into the half with a slim 
16-15 lead. The tight game continued 
into the third quarter as junior forward 
Maria Violante scored on back-to-back 
possessions to tie the score at 28-28. 
Suffern answered right back as sophomore 
guard Allie Goldstein was fouled on a 
layup, missed the free throw and scored 
again after her teammates secured the 
rebound. 

Early in the fourth quarter, Violante, 
who wound up with 11 points, moved 
Fox Lane within one point of Suffern, 
knocking down a field goal to make the 
score 34-33. 

“Turnovers, missed free throws and 
missed opportunities are going to kill 
you all day,” Matts said. “We have an 
all-section power forward who barely 
touched the ball and that hurt too.”

With 3:56 to go and the Foxes trailing 
37-33, junior guard Lucy Crerend stole 
the ball and led the fast break. She had 
a team-high 12 points, but the break 
amounted to no points as both teams 
traded contested shots. 

The Foxes created havoc employing a 
zone defense that forced many turnovers. 
But Suffern was able to use a tight man 
defense that stifled Foxe Lane’s shotmakin 
ability.

From there on Fox Lane kept losing 
ground. Senior forward Katy Mitchell 
sank two points and proceeded with a 
block on the other end with the score at 
41-35 but by then it was too little too late.

As the game wound down, Suffern 

made its free throws to put the nail in the 
coffin. Fox Lane finished the game just 4 
of 14 from the free throw line. Meanwhile, 
Suffern went 16 for 22 at the charity stripe.

After the game, Matts had two messages 
for his team of seven seniors and six 
underclassmen. The first message was to 
his seniors playing their final game.

“I hope the seniors relish the 
opportunity they had to play basketball at 
Fox Lane,” Matts said. “They have given 
so much to the program and I hope they 

don’t blame themselves too much because 
this is on me.”

Matts also thought this was the 
type of game that should motivate his 
underclassmen going forward.

“Remember this feeling and how bad 
it tastes,” Matts said. “Next time there is 
a loose ball in a game like this, the next 
time there is a rebound to be gotten in a 
game like this, remember this feeling and 
that will give you the extra impetus to not 
let it slip away.”

After a 17-3 regular season record, 
the Foxes can look back on the 2016-17 
season with pride. 

“No one can take away the great season 
that these girls had and I’m very proud of 
them,” Matts said.

Fox Lane Surprised by Suffern in the Class AA Playoffs

Fox Lane senior Katie Morales dribbles the 
ball toward midcourt during the second half  of  
saturday’s home playoff  game.

Fox Lane junior forward Maria Violante searches 
for an open teammate after grabbing a rebound 
vs. visiting north Rockland.

Junior guard caitlin Lane brings the ball up the 
floor in the fourth quarter of  Fox Lane’s playoff  
game this past weekend.

Fox Lane eighth-grader natalie pence tries to 
keep the ball from going out of  bounds as head 
coach Kris Matts looks on late in saturday’s class 
AA playoff  game. 

caitlin Lane (left) and natalie pence of  Fox Lane 
dejectedly walk toward the team bench near the 
end of  saturday’s playoff  loss to north Rockland.

Fox Lane head coach Kris Matts glances at the 
grim numbers on the scoreboard late in saturday’s 
class AA playoff  loss to north Rockland.

Fox Lane guard Lucy crerend lines up a 3-point 
shot in the fourth quarter of  saturday’s playoff  
game.
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By Dandre Chery-Richards
Fox Lane basketball fans were not sure 

which team would show up after the 
Foxes ended an up-and-down regular 
season with a 12-7 record. On Saturday, 
they got their answer with a 56-41 victory 
over visiting North Rockland.

Setting the tone early was sophomore 
guard Xander Alvarado as he nailed a 
corner 3-pointer. Over two minutes into 
the game, the fifth-seeded Foxes stretched 
their lead to 7-0.

“We were hyped from the beginning,” 
senior forward Will Meyers said. “The 
playoffs are a brand new season and we 
came ready to play.”

North Rockland, seeded 12th, would 
eventually get on the board and Fox 
Lane’s scoring pace would slow down. 
But the game would never be closer than 
the 11-9 score with 2:15 to go in the first 
quarter. As the quarter was coming to a 
close, senior guard Nick Rosati hit a three 
to put the Foxes up 16-9.

“This week, we had a couple of good 
practices and got that momentum going,” 
Rosati said.

Opening the scoring in the second 
quarter for the Foxes was Meyers with a 
beautiful spin in the lane and layup. The 
score was 18-11 as Alvarado followed up 
with a steal, then drove hard and finished 
with a lay-in. Fox Lane led 20-11 with 
6:17 to go in the second.

After a couple of North Rockland 
baskets, Alvarado halted the Raiders’ 
momentum as he knocked down a three 
to put Fox Lane in charge 23-16.

“Alvarado is only a sophomore, but 
he’s been great all year,” head coach Mike 
Tomassi said. “He had a big 11 points and 

ran the offense.”
At the half, the Foxes led 26-18. When 

play resumed following the break, they 
kept pouring in the shots and smothering 
any North Rockland offensive effort. 

“Our main thing is defense,” Tomassi 
said. “Without defense you’re not going 
to win many games, and this year we have 
not been consistent defensively. When 
we knock down shots (and play defense) 
we’re pretty tough to beat.”

Fox Lane hit nine 3-pointers in the 
game, with five of them coming in the 
third quarter. Two of those third quarter 
threes were by Rosati, who led all scoring 
with 18 points.

“He is a senior leader,” Tomassi said of 
Rosati. “I don’t think he wants this season 
to end. He played fantastic offensively and 
defensively.”

As the clock was running out on the 
third quarter, the Foxes were leading 
41-33. Junior guard Devin Hunter then 
put the dagger in North Rockland as he 
banged home a buzzer-beater three. There 
was a feeling of elation in the gym as Fox 
Lane extended its lead to 11 points.   

“We knew we had to keep on playing 
hot because we needed every big shot,” 
Hunter said.

Fox Lane continued to apply pressure 
on defense and drain free throws in the 
fourth, closing out the win. It was an 
overall team effort as four players scored 
nine or more points.

“We just have a great group of kids that 
work hard,” Tomassi said. “I have guys 
that don’t care if they play 10 seconds or 

32 minutes, everybody wants to win and 
everybody does their share”

Fox Lane moves on in sectional play 
and will face New Rochelle on their home 
court on Friday. The Foxes look forward 
to replicating this past week’s success, 
starting in practice.

“Our team motto is ‘lock in’ so all next 
week we are going to lock in and focus 
during practice,” Rosati said.

Otherwise, Tomassi and his squad are 
taking things game by game and enjoying 
the moment. 

“We’re excited for the opportunity,” 
Tomassi said about facing the fourth-
seeded Huguenots. “We just want to 
bring our ‘A’ game, give them a good fight 
and see what happens.”

Foxes Win Playoff Opener Against North Rockland

Fox Lane junior devin hunter hauls in a rebound 
in the sectional playoff  game vs. north Rockland.

the Foxes’ Josh olsen fires a jump shot in the first 
half  of  saturday’s opening-round playoff  win.
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Fox Lane sophomore guard Xander Alvarado 
brings the ball past midcourt as north Rockland’s 
Matt Vigliotti defends during saturday afternoon’s 
playoff  game.

Will Meyers of  Fox Lane is pressured by Evan 
Rivera of  north Rockland in the first quarter of  
saturday’s class AA playoff  game.

harry brown of  Fox Lane tries to score in the 
paint during the first half  of  saturday’s playoff  
win over visiting north Rockland.

nick Rosati gets set to shoot the ball during 
saturday afternoon’s class AA playoff  game at 
Fox Lane high school.
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By Andy Jacobs
Even with her team facing a 12-point 

deficit in the fourth quarter, Pleasantville 
girls’ basketball coach Myndi Hill had 
a pretty good inkling that Saturday’s 
opening-round Class B playoff game at 
Westlake was far from over. 

“Never doubted, never doubted,” she 
would say later about a late 13-2 Panther 
run that provided a frantic finish that may 
have been altered by a single rebound 
her players couldn’t secure with seven 
seconds remaining. 

The host Wildcats somehow managed to 
hang on, getting a pair of free throws from 
Jesi Oswald with less than two seconds on 
the clock to seal a 52-47 victory. Viktoria 
Hudd finished with 14 points and Natalie 
Alfieri added 12 as Westlake advanced 
to a Wednesday afternoon quarterfinal 
meeting at second-seeded Briarcliff. 

“You know, Pleasantville’s a tough, 
well-coached team, and this was a gritty 
win,” said Wildcats coach Sean Mayer 
afterwards. “We grinded it out. We made 
just as many free throws as we needed, 
and that was big.”

The seventh-seeded Wildcats had 
built a lead as large as 13 points late in 
the third quarter and went to the fourth 
holding a 39-30 advantage. A 3-pointer 
from the right elbow by Hudd with five 
and a half minutes to go left 10th-seeded 
Pleasantville trailing 46-34 and staring at 
the imminent end of its season.

But the Panthers, sparked by 
sophomore Paige Long, then went on 
their unlikely big run that provided 
Westlake with a huge scare. Paige’s steal 
and coast-to-coast layup with 31 seconds 
left moved Pleasantville within 48-44. 
Then a turnover by the Wildcats set the 
stage for an NBA range 3-pointer by 
Kristi Guttridge with 8.44 seconds on the 
clock that cut the Westlake lead to just 

one point. 
“The last time we played, it was a one-

point game,” said Mayer, recalling the 
teams’ previous meeting just over two 
weeks ago. “So I knew this one was gonna 
be a close one. I wasn’t expecting to put 
‘em away. I knew it was gonna be back and 
forth.” 

The Panthers might well have completed 
their impressive comeback had it not 
been for a rebound that got away shortly 
after the 3-pointer by Guttridge. When 
Westlake’s Alfieri was fouled intentionally 
with seven seconds remaining, she made 
her first attempt but missed the second. 
The battle for the rebound was won by 
P’ville, depriving the Wildcats of a golden 
opportunity to steal the game. 

“I don’t think it was a mixed box out,” 
said the Panthers’ Hill. “I think it was 
kind of a free ball. It was a long rebound 
and they got it. But, you know what, that’s 
basketball. The way the ball bounces off 
the rim, you never know.”

With three seconds left, Rebecca Lovett 
made one of two foul shots, stretching 
Westlake’s lead to 50-47. The Panthers, 
out of timeouts, tried to throw a pass 
to the midcourt line. But the ball sailed 
out of bounds near the left sideline and, 
moments later, Oswald clinched the 
Wildcat victory with her two free throws.

“It shouldn’t come down to that one 
play,” said Hill about the ill-fated pass in 
the final moments. “There’s a lot of plays 
prior to that pass. But I’m so proud of our 
girls. They get every ounce of talent out of 
their bodies.”

The game had begun promisingly 
for Pleasantville as Isabelle Minerva 
connected on an 18-footer at the top 
of the key 25 seconds in, and soon the 
Panthers opened up an 8-3 advantage. 
But Westlake then closed the opening 
quarter with a 9-0 run, taking the lead 
for good when Lovett drained a 3-pointer 
out of the right corner with 1:33 left in the 
period. 

The Panthers’ Amanda Skopetos scored 
nine of her game-high 17 points in the 

second quarter, helping Pleasantville 
stay close. Her drive through the lane 
with three seconds to go in the half cut 
Westlake’s lead to 24-20 at intermission. 

Back-to-back fast-break layups by 
Hudd to start the third quarter sparked 
a 10-2 Westlake spurt that opened up 
a 12-point advantage. After a bucket 
by Page, who wound up with 14 points, 
a 3-pointer off the dribble by Oswald 
gave the Wildcats a 37-24 cushion. 
Pleasantville answered with three straight 
baskets before Westlake’s Sofia Catarino 
scored on a put-back with five seconds 
left in the quarter to slow the Panther 
momentum. 

A 3-pointer by Jamie Perfito 90 seconds 

into the fourth quarter restored Westlake’s 
double-digit lead, and the game seemed 
all but over when Hudd added her trey 
a minute later. But the Panthers never 
folded and the final few minutes had far 
more drama than Westlake wanted to see.

“I can’t be more proud of this team,” said 
Hill. “This team has come back from 12, 
14 down throughout the year. So I never 
doubted that they would do it. The last 
minute and a half, if we could’ve gotten a 
couple things go our way, it might’ve been 
a different end.”

So instead, it will be the Wildcats with 
the unenviable task of facing Briarcliff in 
the quarterfinals this week, with a trip to 
the Westchester County Center riding on 
the outcome.

“We’re gonna enjoy this and then we’ll 
be ready,” said Mayer about the prospect 
of facing the Bears. “We’re gonna give our 
best effort at Briarcliff.”

Westlake Hangs On to Beat the Panthers in Playoff Opener

Westlake senior guard natalie Alfieri dribbles the 
ball beyond the 3-point arc in saturday’s class b 
playoff  game.Viktoria hudd of  Westlake scores on a fast break 

in the third quarter of  saturday’s playoff  win over 
pleasantville.

pleasantville sophomore paige Long grabs a 
rebound in between Westlake’s Jamie perfito 
(left) and Angelina Guarnieri during the section 
one playoffs.

Amanda skopetos of  pleasantville pushes the 
ball up the court in the first half  of  saturday’s 
sectional game at Westlake.

Jamie perfito fires a shot from the right corner 
during Westlake’s 52-47 playoff  win over visiting 
pleasantville.

the panthers’ Isabelle Minerva hauls in a rebound 
during the second half  of  saturday’s class b 
opening-round playoff  game at Westlake.
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Eric Maiorano of  Fox Lane (left) and henry 
Livingston of  byram hills battle for possession in 
last tuesday’s game at brewster Ice Arena.

Archer sgaglio of  Fox Lane brings the puck up 
the right wing in last week’s season-ending game 
vs. byram hills.

byram hills’ Michael salandra shoots the puck on 
goal in the bobcats’ win over Fox Lane.

Greeley’s dillon Rusiecki moves the puck up the 
left wing in the Quakers’ 7-4 win over somers/
north salem.

Ryan Renzulli of  Greeley fires a shot into the back 
of  the net during last tuesday’s win at brewster 
Ice Arena.

Fox Lane’s Jared Goldstein controls the puck at 
center ice during last tuesday’s game vs. byram 
hills at brewster Ice Arena.

Fox Lane goalie Will brunner keeps his eyes on 
the puck during last week’s game vs. byram hills.

byram hills goalie Grace Lunder stays ready in 
front of  the net in last week’s regular-season 
finale vs. Fox Lane.

horace Greeley’s Evan scott sends a shot on goal from the right point in last 
tuesday’s 7-4 victory over somers/north salem.

byram hills’ Robert Lunder is surrounded as he skates up the ice with the puck in the 
bobcats’ 11-3 win over Fox Lane.

Robert bastone of  byram hills has some company as he brings the puck 
up the ice in last tuesday’s 11-3 win over Fox Lane.

focus on
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Members of  the pleasantville girls’ basketball team line up for the player introductions before saturday 
morning’s game at Westlake.

Ethan bartlett of  Valhalla sets his sights on the 
rim as he gets into the lane vs. blind brook.

Valhalla’s Ricky thomas pushes the ball up the 
floor in the fourth quarter of  the Vikings’ class b 
playoff  loss to visiting blind brook.

Fox Lane’s Will Meyers is pressured as he brings 
the ball over midcourt in saturday’s opening-
round playoff  victory over north Rockland.

sierra Lockhart of  Valhalla chases after a loose 
ball in the second quarter of  saturday’s home 
playoff  game vs. hastings.

charlie Mcphee of  pleasantville dribbles the ball 
in the third quarter of  saturday’s opening-round 
playoff  game vs. visiting palisade prep

pleasantville’s Mike Manley glides in for an easy 
basket in the panthers’ lopsided playoff  win over 
palisade prep.

Westlake players, left to right, Viktoria hudd, 
natalie Alfieri and Jesi oswald line up for an 
inbounds pass during saturday’s 52-47 playoff  
victory vs. pleasantville.

Valhalla’s sofia Mazza takes the ball to the basket 
in the Vikings’ convincing playoff  win over visiting 
hastings.

pleasantville head coach Myndi hill directs her 
panthers in the first half  of  saturday morning’s 
class b sectional game at Westlake.

pleasantville’s Quentin Lupo battles for rebound 
position in the second half  of  the panthers’ 79-
50 playoff  win over palisade prep.

B A S K ET B A L L
2 0 1 7

S e c t i o n a l  P l a y o f f s
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Westlake girls’ basketball coach sean Mayer 
pleads with the officials in saturday’s class b 
sectional game vs. visiting pleasantville.

Fox Lane’s Katie Morales makes the long walk 
back to the bench after the Foxes were defeated 
by suffern in the class AA sectionals.

Fox Lane guard Xander Alvarado shoots a free 
throw in the final moments of  the Foxes’ playoff  
win over north Rockland.

shelby sekinski dribbles the ball in the middle 
of  a fast break during Valhalla’s 57-38 win over 
hastings in the class b sectionals.

A frustrated Kevin Kelly stands near midcourt as 
Valhalla’s season comes to an end with a home 
playoff  loss to blind brook.

A dejected Maria Violante walks off  the court in 
the final moments of  Fox Lane’s playoff  loss to 
suffern.

With the stars and stripes as a backdrop, pleasantville’s Analiese picart shoots the ball while Westlake’s 
Angelina Guarnieri (23) and Viktoria hudd defend in saturday’s game, won by the Wildcats.

pleasantville’s paige Long shoots the ball from 
the right corner in the first half  of  the panthers’ 
playoff  game vs. host Westlake.
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Skopetos Scoop

Pleasantville’s Amanda Skopetos
Takes the Ball Through the Lane
in Saturday’s Class B Playoff Game
Against the Host Westlake Wildcats


