
By Anna Young
Sunrise Senior Living presented 

significant changes to the Pleasantville 
Village Board last week for a proposed 
senior facility at the United Methodist 
Church site on Bedford Road.

During the Nov. 27 work session, Jerry 
Liang, Sunrise’s senior vice president of 
investments and development, pitched 
a revised proposal for 55 memory care 
units, down from the originally proposed 
79-unit assisted living facility.

Liang said the organization has 
considered the feedback from village 
officials and the community and reworked 
the plan. Neighbors, primarily from 
Maple Hill Road, have been outspoken 
opponents to developing the site, arguing 
that a commercial-type facility at that 

location would be an inappropriate site 
for the project.

“Sunrise fundamentally believes in the 
use in this location but we understand 
that some of the concerns raised are 
actually legitimate, so we decided to go 
back to the drawing board and see what 
we can do,” Liang said.

While Liang mentioned that the initial 
proposal was based on Sunrise’s standard 
prototype, it has now reduced the number 
of units by nearly one-third in a two-
story building. The previous plan called 
for a three-story structure built into the 
elevation of the site to make it appear 
smaller.

“A smaller building is much more in 
line with the two-story homes in the 
surrounding area,” Liang said. “We’re 

By Martin Wilbur
A resident who submitted a petition 

to get a term limits referendum on the 
ballot in North Castle is threatening 
to sue the town after officials failed 
to respond to his request for a special 
election.

North White Plains resident Anthony 
Futia said Monday that his attorney had 
sent a letter to the Town Board more 
than two weeks ago asking for the town 
to consider a special election but had 
not heard back by the Nov. 30 deadline 
that he had imposed.

As a result, Futia said he is likely to 
move forward with an Article 78 in 
hopes of getting the item on the ballot. 
On Sept. 5, he submitted a petition 
containing 401 signatures to the Town 

Board hoping to pose the proposition to 
voters in last month’s general election. 

However, board members refused to 
take action after Town Attorney Roland 
Baroni advised them that under Section 
81 of state consolidated law term limits 
for a town can only be created by the 
passage of a local law by the town board 
and could not be placed on the ballot 
through the petition process. 

The only matters that could be put 
on the ballot through a petition is 
changing the number of members on 
a town council, changing the length of 
terms and establishing or abolishing the 
ward system, Baroni had said.

Futia said shortly after the board’s 
decision he consulted with his attorney, 
who believes he has a strong argument.

By Martin Wilbur
The holiday shopping season is eagerly 

anticipated by many business owners 
because it can make the difference 
between a losing year and profitable one.

But for merchants along Mount Kisco’s 
North Bedford Road an unexpected 
change in Con Edison’s schedule to install 
gas lines over the past couple of weeks 
has potentially dealt a crushing blow 
to the first part of the most important 
period on the calendar. 

About a week before Thanksgiving, 
Con Edison made the decision to work 
on the gas lines during the daytime. The 
result has been paralyzing traffic tie-ups 
on Route 117 on weekdays and for part 
of Saturday, angering business owners 
and frustrating drivers. 

A similar situation has extended into 
Bedford with problems for merchants 
and motorists on that side of the town 
line as well.

“If you live locally and this is where 

you shop and you can go instead to 
Katonah or Chappaqua or Bedford, you 
would just be trained now for the next 
few weeks if you needed to run out to 
the supermarket or get a case of wine or 
whatever,” said Jim Diamond, owner of 
Diamond Properties, the operator of The 
Park complex at 333 N. Bedford Rd. in 
Mount Kisco. “You would know I should 
avoid that road. I just don’t want to get 
stuck again.”

Diamond said the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving it took him about 
45 minutes to travel from the Ford 
dealership on the Bedford side of Route 
117 to his North Bedford Road office. 
Last Wednesday crews blocked the 
entrance and exit to the mall where the 
Shop-Rite is located in Bedford, he said.

The contractor also parked a truck 
in his complex’s parking lot without 
permission early on Thanksgiving week, 
and blocked the property’s northern exit, 
he said.

Meg Burdick, owner of Vine & Co. on 
Bedford Road, estimated that business is 
down at least 40 percent compared to the 
same time period last year.

Mount Kisco Village Manager Edward 
Brancati said there was no notification 
from Con Edison about the move to 
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Traffic along Route 117 in Mount Kisco and Bedford has been crawling most afternoons as Con Edison 
replaces gas mains along the busy thoroughfare.
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daytime work, which was a surprise to 
his office. 

“We hope they wrap it up pretty soon,” 
Brancati said.

Con Edison spokesman Bob McGee 
said the utility has added daytime hours 
to its evening work in hopes of getting 
the project done more quickly. He said 
the projected completion date is this 
Friday, Dec. 8.

The gas line installations are for 

businesses in both Mount Kisco and 
Bedford, McGee said.

Repaving of the road will be done 
in the spring so crews can do the job 
without having to contend with winter 
weather, he added.

Last week, traffic was once again 
crawling in both directions, particularly 
in the afternoon after crews had taken 
a respite for the four-day Thanksgiving 
weekend. The Examiner observed 
several drivers making U-turns last 

Thursday rather than endure bumper-
to-bumper traffic along that stretch.

Bedford Supervisor Chris Burdick 
said while there was notification from 
Con Edison in late summer that the 
gas line project would start this fall, 
there was no meeting involving officials 
from his town or Mount Kisco and no 
notification that the utility would be 
adding daytime hours to the schedule.

“We were taken aback and really 
shocked that without any notification 

they completely changed their work 
schedule from a night work schedule 
to a daytime schedule and did so at the 
peak of the shopping season for our 
merchants and our residents and visitors 
to town,” Burdick said. “It has had a 
devastating impact for our residents 
and our businesses along (Route) 117.”

The work has caused major headaches 
for businesses inside Diamond’s 
property. He said traffic volume into 
the complex reaches about 400 cars an 
hour during peak periods as people 
head to the Saw Mill Club, Safe Haven 
Self Storage and other businesses.

Diamond said the whole episode has 
been “a blatant disregard” of the public.

“I understand construction. I’ve been 
doing it a long time,” Diamond said. “I 
understand to some extent there’s no way 
to avoid the impacts, but this has been 
going on for like five months. I don’t 
mind a little bit of an inconvenience, 
but you’re getting into the high traffic 
season leading up to Thanksgiving and 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas 
when things are really busy. There 
needs to be a little more consideration 
given to what they’re doing, given the 
whole economy and the street and when 
they’re working.”

Con Ed Work Wreaks Havoc on Mt. Kisco Drivers, Merchants
continued from page 1

“According to home rule, he has no 
doubts at all that we’ll win this case,” he 
said.

Futia pointed to cases in Suffolk 
County and Poughkeepsie, for example, 
where term limit propositions were put 
on the ballot for voters to consider.

However, Baroni said that cities have 
different laws than towns regulating 
what citizens can put on the ballot 
through a petition. 

Last week, the board accepted receipt 
of the Nov. 17 letter from Futia’s 
attorney, Lewis Oliver, that imposed 
the deadline for response by the end of 

November. Oliver declined to answer 
questions Monday about the possibility 
of legal action.

In September, when Futia first 
threatened litigation, Supervisor 
Michael Schiliro responded that the 
town could not stop anyone from 
pursuing litigation but he had full 
confidence in Baroni’s conclusion 
because it was based on fact and law.

“I’m 100 percent confident in Roland 
Baroni’s research and advice and 
guidance that he’s provided the board,” 
Schiliro said.

Futia said he must make a decision to 

file no later than Jan. 6 if he goes ahead 
with an Article 78. He said by taking 
legal action, the 401 signatures he 
collected would still be valid if he were 
to win the case and, therefore, would 
not have to go through the petition 
process again.

In 2015, Futia caused a stir after 
he forced a referendum asking 
for the establishment of the ward 
system in town. The proposition was 
overwhelmingly defeated but he drew 
the ire of the town for forcing a special 
election, which cost more than $40,000 
to hold.

No. Castle Resident Threatens to Sue Town Over Term 
Limits Denial

Q: How can spinal cord stimulation help 
relieve chronic pain?    
A: Pain pathways travel in specific locations within the 
spinal cord. Based on knowledge that the spinal cord 
can, under certain conditions, turn off the pain signals, 
medical research has developed ways of influencing the 
transmission of pain impulses passing through it. 

Highly sophisticated computerized batteries have been 
developed that deliver individualized electrical impulses 
to the spinal cord. Today’s stimulator implant, which 
is similar to a pacemaker, can eliminate or significantly 
reduce chronic pain unresponsive to other approaches.

Q: Am I a good candidate for spinal 
cord stimulation? 
A: Do you have structural problems, such as a 
herniated disc? Or, perhaps you’ve undergone several 
spine surgeries. Most patients referred for spinal 
cord stimulation are managed by a chronic pain 
specialist. They’ve probably tried a host of medicines, 
including narcotics, but over time, their pain has 
become increasingly resistant to medications. Many 
have undergone physical therapy treatments, 
weight reduction programs and a variety of 

alternative medicine treatments such as acupuncture. 
Understandably, these people are desperate. They come 
to me to see if this will work for them. 

Q: If I’ve been approved for the treatment, 
what’s next?  
A: Guided by x-ray, an electrode is placed in your spinal 
canal. You’ll be brought into a state of light sedation 
in order to provide feedback as to placement. Once the 
electrode is in the area of pain, the patient is sent home 
to monitor its effect. If pain is reduced by 50 percent 
or more, you’re considered a candidate for permanent 
placement of a simulator. 

Q: What are the outcomes of this procedure?   
A: The permanent procedure takes about an hour and 
usually involves an overnight hospital stay. Post-surgery, 
the stimulator is individually programmed, and over the 
course of several visits with me, it is increasingly fine-
tuned to provide the greatest pain reduction. Patients 
have different responses, with most people enjoying pain 
relief. For some, the implant eliminates virtually all pain. 
In others, pain is reduced by 50 percent. For a minority, 
the procedure is a failure. The battery life in today’s 
implants remains effective for about ten years.

Spinal Cord Stimulation
Pain Relief When All Else Fails...

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
(914) 666-1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
Alain C. J. de Lotbinière, MD
Medical Director, 
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Co-Medical Director, 
Gamma Knife Center
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about 
Dr. de Lotbinière, visit
nwhradiosurgery.org/
drdelotbiniere

continued from page 1
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CALIFORNIA MERLOT SALE

SAUVIGNON BLANC SALE

BLACK BOX
• MALBEC
• PINOT GRIGIO
• CABERNET SAUVIGNON
• SAUVIGNON BLANC
• CHARDONNAY ALL 3 LTR

$1899

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$1199
50.7 oz.

YELLOW TAIL
SHIRAZ

CHARDONNAY 50.7 oz.

$1099

JACK DANIELS’
$4799

1.75 LTR.

JIM BEAM
MAKERS 

MARK

$2999
$4999

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

• CHARDONNAY
• MERLOT
• CABERNET
   SAUVIGNON

$599
BERINGER
CALIFORNIA COLLECTION

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

DODD’S CABERNET SAUVIGNON SALE

CALIFORNIA PINOT NOIR SALE

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT ITEMS. AVAILABLE WHILE THEY LAST. SALE ENDS IN ONE MONTH. ALL 750ml UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. IN EVENT OF TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LISTED PRICES WILL PREVAIL. IN ORDER TO KEEP OUR SALE PRICES SUPER LOW, CASH AND CARRY ON ALL SALE ITEMS.

$3299
1.75 LTR.

DEWAR’S SCOTCH or 
Johnnie Walker Red

JOHNNIE 
WALKER BLACK
CHIVAS 
REGALOR

LARGE SIZE GIN SALE!
• FLEISCHMANN’S......................15.99
• GORDON’S ................................19.99
• BEEFEATER ..............................35.99
• TANQUERAY ............................39.99
• BOMBAY SAPPHIRE ................39.99

ALL 1.75 LT

MALT SCOTCH SALE
• LAPHROAIG Select ..................39.99
• GLENMORANGIE .....................39.99
• MACALLAN...............................57.99
• GLENLIVET LTR .........................59.99
• BALVENIE 12 Year Double Wood .............59.99
• LAGAVULIN ..............................69.99
• TALISKER DE  ..........................59.99

Svedka
VODKA
Belvedere
VODKA

$1999
1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

Stolichnaya
VODKA
Smirnoff
VODKA

$3599

$2099
1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

DODD’S STANDARD BRAND SALE

LOUIS JADOT
• BEAUJOLAIS
   VILLAGES ............. .9.99
• MACON BLANC .. 10.99

$1999

MARK
WEST

$899 CASTLE
ROCK

$799 PINOT
PROJECT

$999

699$4

1.75 LTR.999$6

NEW LOW PRICE!!

CANADIAN CLUB
$2399

1.75 LTR.

ZINFANDEL SALE FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

APOTHIC
RED

$899

GREY 
GOOSE

ABSOLUT 
VODKA

KETEL ONE 
VODKA

$4999

$2799

$3999

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

SPANISH RED WINES RATED 90+ 

DODD’S CALIFORNIA CHARDONNAY SALE

DODD’S CONNOISSEUR’S WINE SELECTION

Your 
Choice!

$999
COPPOLA......10.99  ST. FRANCIS.......10.99 J. LOHR.......11.99 RODNEY STRONG.....11.99
SIMI.....12.99 LA CREMA “Monterey” ...15.99 SONOMA CUTRER ....23.99 FLOWERS ......39.99
NEWTON Un� ltered Rated 93 RP..................39.99 GRGICH HILLS............39.99 KISTLER..................69.99

• ALVAREZ TOLEDO MENCIA ROBLE2009 Rated 91 WA ..................
• SA RA DA Seleccion Garnacha 2009 Rated 90 WA ..........................
• SABOR REAL Joven 2008 Rated 90 WA ...........................................  
• LA TRIBU 2010 Garnacha, Syrah, Monastrell Rated 90 WA ...........
• TARIMA MONASTRELL 2015 Rated 91 WA .....................................  
• LAGAR DE ROBLA Mencia 2012 Rated 91 WS .................................
• CARMINE Monastrell 2009 Rated 90+ WA .......................................
• ANGOSTO Tinto Malbec, Garnacha 2009 Rated 91 WA ..................
• ENRIQUE MENDOZA MONASTRELL 2014 Rated 92 WA ................  
• RAFAEL REVERTE Cistum 2009 Rated 92 WA ................................
• ALTOS DeLa HOYA 2012  Rated 91 Tanzer ........................................  
• PASION DE BOBAL  2012 Rated 90 WA ............................................

Your Choice!

$799
Your Choice!

$999SAMPLE
CASE PRICE$105.88

• EXCELSIOR Cabernet Sauvignon ...............6.99
• LOS VASCOS Cabernet Sauvignon .............7.99
• 14 HANDS Cabernet Sauvignon ..................7.99
• RELAX RIESLING ........................................8.99
• OYSTER BAY Sauvignon Blanc .................10.99
• CANNONBALL Cabernet Sauvignon ........10.99
• PINE RIDGE Chenin/Viognier Rated 90 WA .10.99

• HAHN Cabernet Sauvignon ...............................11.99
• GUIGAL Cotes Du Rhone ...................................11.99
• FERRARI CARANO Fume Blanc Rated 90 WA ......11.99
• LAYER CAKE Your Choice! Shiraz or Malbec ...12.99
• ZACCAGNINI Montepulciano D’Abruzzo .........12.99
• BUTTER Chardonnay .........................................13.99
• DECOY “Duckhorn” Cabernet Sauvignon ........17.99
• CLOUDY BAY Sauvignon Blanc Rated 93 WS ........25.99

DODD’S POPULAR WINE BRAND SALE

   MEIOMI 
Pinot 
Noir ........17.99

• WARRES PORT 2003 Rated 93 WA ............................................................59.99
• PERTIMALI 2012 BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO Rated 98 WS .................. ..59.99
• SHAFER 2013 “HILLSIDE SELECT” Rated 98+ WS ............................. ..299.99
• CAYMUS “SPECIAL SELECTION” 2012 1.5 LTR Big Bottle Rated 96 WA... ..........399.99
• CH. MOUTON ROTHSCHILD 2012  Rated 96 WA ...................................499.99

•BABICH Sauvignon Blanc
•KRIS Pinot Grigio 099$1

YOUR CHOICE

POUILLY FUISSE
DOM. ROCHERS
2015 Rated 90 WS
CH. BEAUREGARD
2014 Rated 92 WS

$1499

$1799

2016 Festivo 
Malbec 
Rated 90 Suckling

DODD’S FREE 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

Too busy at work? Too busy with the kids? We at Dodd’s understand your busy 
life. Dodd’s delivery service offers customized shopping brought directly to 
your door. Call us today to place your orders 914-762-5511

MATUA SAUVIGNON BLANC
$10.99

SANTA MARINA PINOT GRIGIO
$9.99 50.7 oz

KENDALL 
JACKSON
10.99HIGHLY RATED ITALIAN WINES

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$18
•MEZZACORONA PINOT GRIGIO 50.7 oz. ...................................................11.99
• ROBERT MONDAVI WOODBRIDGE CHARD OR CAB 50.7 oz........11.99
• BAREFOOT ( Chardonnay, Cabernet, Pinot Grigio) 50.7 oz Large Size. ..........................11.99
• BOLLA ( Soave, Valpolicella, Bardolino) 50.7 oz Large Size. ....................................................11.99
• RUFFINO CHIANTI  50.7 oz Large Size.......12.99   750 ml...........7.99
•CITRA RED OR WHITE   50.7 oz Large Size........8.99    LINDEMANS’ CHARD...................5.59
•HARVEY’S CREAM SHERRY.....13.99  DRY SACK..........14.99  LILLET................17.99
•LINDEMAN’S CHARDONNAY, MERLOT, SHIRAZ 1.5 LT ..................................................... ..9.99

Johnnie Walker Blue............169.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$18

• BOGLE ...............................................8.99
• VILLA MARIA Rated 90 WS ...............9.99
• BABICH Great Price ...........................10.99
• KIM CRAWFORD...... 12.99 Mfr.’s Mail-In 

Rebate Per Case
$36

Mfr.’s 
Mail-In 
Rebate
Per Box

$3

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$24• CLOS DU BOIS 
• ESTANCIA
• TOASTED HEAD 
• CH. ST. JEAN or HESS
• MERIDIAN 
• COLUMBIA CREST “Grand Estate”
• CHATEAU ST. MICHELLE

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per 
Case

$30

• Columbia Crest ............... 8.99
• Ravenswood ................... 8.99
• Clos Du Bois .................... 9.99
• Estancia ........................... 9.99
• J. Lohr ........................... 14.99

• Coppola ....................... 15.99
• Benziger ...................... 17.99
• Kendall Jackson ......... 17.99
• Simi ............................. 18.99
• Franciscan ................... 23.99

• Robert Mondavi .........23.99
• Jordan ........................49.99
• Stag’s Leap .................49.99
• Caymus Rated 94 WA ......74.99
• Opus 1 .................INQUIRE

$24 Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

• BLACKSTONE ................................................ 7.99
• BOGLE ............................................................ 7.99
• COLUMBIA CREST “Grand Estate” ............. 8.99
• CLOS DU BOIS..............12.99
• KENDALL JACKSON .................................. 15.99
• DUCKHORN ................................................. 44.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$24

CORDIAL SALE
ALL 750 MLYOUR CHOICE $799Cline •Ravenswood

Dancing Bull

Georges du Boeuf 
Beaujolais Nouveau 2017

$899
• Seghesio 2015 Rated 90 WS ................................19.99
• Ridge 2015 Three Valleys ..............................24.99
• Ridge 2015 Lytton Springs Rated 94+ ..............35.99

Was 
$13.99

$799

230 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD•MILLWOOD
MILLWOOD SHOPPING CENTER Off Taconic Pky

   LIQUOR CITY • 762-5511
              www.doddswineshop.com

$40
Mfr.’s 

Mail-In 
Rebate

Per Case

$40
Mfr.’s 

Mail-In 
Rebate

Per Case

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$40

• KAHLUA ...................................20.99
• BAILEYS IRISH CREAM .......................23.99
• AMARETTO DI SARONNO ......24.99
• SAMBUCA ROMANA ................25.99

$60 MFR. REBATE 
PER CASE

DODD’S CHAMPAGNE SALE

• ANTINORI SANTA CRISTINA ...................................... 7.99
• MONTE ANTICO 2012 Rated 92 Suckling ............................................................. 9.99
• ANTINORI TOSCANA ROSSO ........................................................................ 15.99
• ALLEGRINI Palazzo Della Torre Rated 92 Suckling .......................................... 16.99
• MONSANTO CHIANTI CLASSICO RISERVA 2013 Rated 91 #58 Wine of the Year .. 19.99
• RUFFINO RISERVA DUCALE CHIANTI ..................................................... 19.99
• RUFFINO RISERVA DUCALE Gold Label ................................................... 29.99
• ANTINORI TIGNANELLO 2013 Rated 94 #8 Wine of the Year .............................. 89.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$24

•KORBEL BRUT .................................................................................................................................11.99
• COOK’S Brut........7.99                              FREIXENET Cordon Negro.......................8.99   CINZANO  ........8.99
• HENKELL TROCKEN..........8.99  MARTINI & ROSSI  Asti Spumante.........12.99  PIPER SONOMA Brut........15.99
• CHANDON Brut....................15.99  PIPER HEIDSIECK Brut....................34.99  MOET Imperial.....................38.99
• PERRIER JOUET...........39.99   LOUIS ROEDERER.......39.99  MUMMS........39.99  TAITTINGER..............39.99
•VEUVE CLIQUOT Brut “Yellow Label”.............................................................................39.99
  DOM PERIGNON  Brut....................................149.99 LOUIS ROEDERER “Cristal”...........................................199.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$18

50.7 oz.

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE

              www.doddswineshop.com

OPEN 
SUNDAYS 

12-5

DODD’S SPECIAL WINE BUYS

2015 CH. BEAUCASTEL 
CHAT. DU PAPE Rated 96 WA/97 WS Was 89.99 .....................62.99
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hoping that this particular use will 
complement the existing services in 
the village as well and really serve the 
residents of Pleasantville.”

Liang added that the revised plan would 
require less parking, have fewer impacts 
and likely result in lower tax revenues 
than the previous proposal. Nine parking 
spaces will also be removed at the north 
end of the building, increasing the buffer 
for Maple Hill residents.

The revised Sunrise proposal is a 
replication of two smaller facilities the 
outfit has built for memory care, Liang 
said. He said he spoke with several 
residents and explained that it would 
serve a great need in the village. 

Mayor Peter Scherer requested the 
entrance to the building be moved from 
Maple Hill to Bedford Road. Liang 
responded that he would explore the 
change along with taking responsibility 
for the retaining wall that faces Bedford 

Road, a state thoroughfare.
Sunrise’s 79-unit assisted living facility 

would have accommodated about 90 
residents. The site would have contained 
40 parking spots, including two 
handicapped-accessible spaces.

A zoning change was also requested of 
the Village Board to add a new floating 
overlay district. New zoning for the site is 
needed before Sunrise can pursue site plan 
approval from the Planning Commission.

During last June’s public hearing, Maple 
Hill residents and other neighbors in the 
site’s vicinity opposed the zoning change 
and urged the board to vote against 
Sunrise’s petition. Four of the five village 
board members indicated the project was 
wrong for the site.

While Sunrise is willing to make 
adjustments, Liang said the company 
doesn’t want to expend additional 
resources pitching another plan that will 
be shot down.

“We’ve already spent a significant 
amount of time and a significant 
amount of money putting together full 
applications as you’ve seen before,” Liang 
said. “We’re willing to do that again if a 
project is something, as a whole, you 
guys generally feel pretty good about. If 
it’s not, then it’s not something we intend 
to or desire to spend even more time and 
money walking down a dead end.”

Jack Purdy, chairman of the United 

Methodist Church Board of Trustees, 
and Rev. Suhee Kim, the church’s pastor, 
wrote a letter to the Village Board urging 
officials to consider the new proposal. The 
letter stated that using the undeveloped 
land in a way that is consistent with the 
church’s mission is a financial necessity.

“We have actively researched other, 
largely as-of-right, options for moving 
forward in the event that the Board does 
not work with Sunrise to craft a senior 
assisted living project on the site that 
works for Pleasantville,” the Nov. 17 letter 
stated. “Sadly, though we too love our 
wooded lot, leaving it undeveloped is not 
a viable option for the church.”

Scherer, who was strongly opposed to 
the previous plan, said the board needed 
time to discuss the new project and hear 
from neighborhood residents. The board 
would provide feedback at its Dec. 11 
meeting.

Trustee Colleen Griffin Wagner stressed 
that she wanted to hear comments from a 
larger cross-section of the community.

“I think that there tends to be a lot 
of folks that come to the meetings here 
when they’re not in favor of something 
and we don’t always hear directly from 
people who are,” Wagner said. “I would 
very much like to hear comments from all 
of those.”

Sunrise Presses P’ville Officials for Response on New Senior Plan
continued from page 1

(914) 232-3570
Route 100 Somers

(Between IBM & Pepsico •1 1/2 miles
north of Rt. 35 Junction)

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 8-5

Prices in Effect 
until Dec. 24

Christmas Trees
Fraiser Fir • Norway Spruce • Alberta Spruce

Poinsettias
(4 1/2’ - 10” Pot)

All Colors $5.95 & up

Fresh Wreaths 20”  
(Handmade on Premises)

Plain ........................................... $20
Decorated ................................. $35

Katonah Nursery, Inc.

Fresh White 
Pine Roping 

Available

Latimer Transition Team Brings 
17 Members Aboard 
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www.broadwaynorthpizza.com

Featuring the Best  
Pizza in Armonk, NY

To All Our Friends and Patrons:  
We Wish You and Your Families a Very  

Happy & Healthy Holiday Season From  
All  Of  Us at Broadway North Pizza

County Executive-elect George 
Latimer announced Monday that 17 
community leaders have been named to 
his transition team. 

Joining Co-chairs Legislator Ken 
Jenkins and attorney and former 
Pleasantville Mayor and Legislator John 
Nonna, are Robin Bikkal, Tom Carey, 
MaryAnn Carr, Rev. Troy DeCohen, 
Dr. Marsha Gordon, Farah Kathwari, 
Alisa Kesten, Rich McSpedon, William 
Mooney, Karen Pasquale, Michael 
Romita, Edgar Santana, Linda Viertel, 
Jonathan Wang and Clinton Young.

“Members of the transition team have 
been chosen because of their unique 
skills and experience, and what they each 

bring to the table in terms of helping 
to shape the future of Westchester,” 
Latimer said. “Collectively, and with 
the community input they are seeking, 
I believe they will help set a course for 
Westchester that will truly serve all 
our residents,” Latimer said in a press 
statement releasing the names.

Latimer also announced the 
creation of a transition website, www.
latimertransition2017.com, which 
will allow people to share their 
interest in pursuing a career in the 
new administration. Applications and 
resumes can be submitted through the 
website or directly through an e-mail to 
Latimertransition2017@gmail.com.
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By Erin Maher
West Patent Elementary School parents 

fretting over the potential impact of a 
change in the Mount Kisco Elementary 
School bilingual program sharply 
expressed their disapproval about a plan 
that could increase enrollment at their 
school.

Bedford Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Christopher Manno presented the findings 
of a recent study last week to West Patent 
parents during a forum last Tuesday 
night. The study addresses two options 
being considered for the Dual Language 
Bilingual Education (DLBE) program at 
Mount Kisco Elementary.

Since 2015, Mount Kisco has offered 
parents of children who attend the school 
the choice of a single-language curriculum 
or the DLBE program upon their child 
finishing kindergarten. Currently, about 
85 percent of Mount Kisco Elementary 
School students in grades 1-4 are enrolled 
in the dual language option.

In April 2016, the district reviewed the 
program amid complaints from parents of 
children in the single-language classroom 
about being segregated from their peers 
and failing to receive an equal elementary 
school experience.

After analyzing data and creating focus 
groups, Manno presented two alternatives 
last month. The first option, School of 
Choice, would allow all children enrolled 

at Mount Kisco Elementary to be part of 
the DLBE program, which teaches children 
in English and Spanish. If families decide 
to opt their child out of the program, they 
would attend West Patent and receive 
door-to-door busing.

A second alternative would continue the 
current policy of allowing Mount Kisco 
Elementary School families to decide 
whether their children are enrolled in 
the DLBE program or be educated in the 
traditional single-language classroom. 
However, for children in the single-
language class there would be enhanced 
efforts to provide additional experiences 
for them.

Many West Patent parents who 
attended last week’s presentation feared 
overcrowding should an influx of Mount 
Kisco students be moved to their school. 
Edward DeGiacomo, the father of a West 
Patent first-grader, said he was dissatisfied 
because many of his concerns haven’t been 
addressed. 

“A lot of what-ifs in there. They don’t 
have the information because it hasn’t 
happened yet,” DeGiacomo said. “And then 
basically if it does happen and it doesn’t 
work, are they going to bring them [the 
students] back to Mount Kisco? There’s no 
reward for us, all risk.”

Jonathan Newell of Bedford Corners, 
the parent of a second- and third-grader at 
West Patent, said he was frustrated because 

in the nearly three years since the program 
started, the district has failed to address 
these issues that continually crop up.

“The issues that (officials) are trying to 
solve in options were raised three years 
ago, and in the intervening three years 
have not been addressed and fixed,” Newell 
said. “I don’t think they’re going to find a 
fix for it.”

Administrators last week continually 
assured parents West Patent has plenty of 

space to accommodate additional students. 
Manno’s presentation showed that there 
are currently 54 students Mount Kisco 
Elementary students in the single-language 
program across grades 1-4. He said “a 
worst-case scenario” would see up to 27 
students per grade in the single-language 
program at Mount Kisco Elementary have 
to be moved to West Patent.

Current enrollment at West Patent is 325 

West Patent Parents Worried About Dual Language Option Impacts

Next Generation of Volunteers

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Students from Pleasantville High School were honored at the Nov. 28 Village Board meeting for 
their volunteer efforts throughout the village. Each of  the students donated their time to one 
or more organizations in the community. Each organization recognized their efforts as did the 
Pleasantville Village Board, with presenting them with certificates.

continued on page 8
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By Martin Wilbur
Two local grade crossings are part 

of an experimental MTA program that 
delivers a warning to motorists should a 
vehicle remain in the area between the 
railroad gates for at least three to five 
seconds.

On Nov. 20, the MTA unveiled the 
Active Stopped on Tracks Warning 
(ASTW) system for the Roaring Brook 
Road crossing in Chappaqua and the 
Virginia Road crossing in North White 
Plains. If a driver is in the “detection 
zone” for the three- to five-second 
period, there will first be a visual 
warning followed by audible warnings, 
said an MTA spokesperson.

The warning system will be triggered 
regardless of whether a train is 
approaching or whether or not the arms 
are up or have been lowered.

The intersections have had a blank 
sign installed facing traffic in each 
direction. It will illuminate with 
LED lighting should it be activated, 
according to the MTA press office. At 
between three to five seconds, the sign 
would flash “Warning, Get Off Tracks.”

If a vehicle remains in the crossing 
beyond that time, there would be 
wayside horns pointed in the direction 

of oncoming traffic that provide an 
audible voice with the same “Warning, 
Get Off Tracks” message.

Should the crossing lights begin 
flashing in anticipation of an 
approaching train, the audible warning 

states “Get Off Track Train is Coming.” 
The LED sign would alternate flashes of 
each of those two phrases.

An MTA spokesperson said the idea 
behind the warning system is to help 
the public better understand the grade 

crossing area and to reduce the number 
of drivers who either deliberately or 
accidentally stop within the crossing. 

The detection zone, as defined by 
the MTA, is an area between the gates 
where a vehicle would be hit by a train. 
The agency’s intent is to better delineate 
the grade crossing area for the public.

New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein said last week that the visual 
and audible “Warning, Get Off Tracks” 
warnings were activated at Roaring 
Brook Road. During peak hours there 
can be backups at that crossing with its 
close proximity to the Saw Mill Parkway 
and Horace Greeley High School and 
near the former Reader’s Digest campus. 
The Chappaqua Crossing project at that 
site are now under construction and 
portions are expected to be completed 
next year.

It is not known how long the ASTW 
system will remain in effect but it will 
be analyzed after a certain period of 
time, the spokesperson said. 

In addition to the two Metro-
North crossings considered for the 
experimental program, the MTA 
selected crossings in Lindenhurst 
and Huntington for the Long Island 
Railroad system.

MTA Installs Warnings at Chappaqua, No. White Plains Crossings 

The Roaring Brook Road grade crossing, shown here in 2015, is one of  two Metro-North crossings that 
has received a new experimental warning system using lights and audible sounds to warn motorists they 
are on the tracks.
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Pleasant Manor Pleasant Manor 

By Neal Rentz
For the first time in 14 years the Village 

of Mount Kisco has a new mayor.
Gina Picinich was sworn in by Village 

Manager Edward Brancati on Sunday 
during a ceremony in front of Village Hall 
as dozens of local residents looked on.

Picinich, a registered Democrat who 
ran on the independent 4MK line, last 
month defeated seven-term incumbent 
Michael Cindrich, who was nominated by 
several parties, including both Democrats 
and Republicans. 

Also sworn in were Picinich’s running 
mate, Isi Albanese, also a first-time 
candidate, incumbent Democratic 
Trustee Peter Grunthal and Village Justice 
John Donohue. 

Moments after being taking the oath of 
office, Picinich thanked those who helped 
her get elected.

“I have the honor of standing here 
today because a group of very talented 
and highly motivated people who care 
deeply believed that there were great 
things ahead for Mount Kisco,” she said. 
“So first and foremost, I want to say thank 
you to each of them from the depths 
of my heart. And to everyone, I am so 
incredibly grateful for this tremendous 
honor to serve our beautiful village.

“I have a deep respect for our honorable 
and often bold history. There were so many 
before me, many of whom are here today, 

who made this community the wonderful 
place that it is,” Picinich continued. 
“Leaders who had the foresight to build a 
hospital, to consolidate school districts, to 
tackle urban renewal and to secede from 
other towns to create an independent, co-
terminus village and town so that Mount 
Kisco could determine its own destiny. So 
today we stand here truly on the shoulders 
of giants with the understanding that our 
future and the future of our village rests 
collectively in all of our hands.”

Picinich appealed to residents to be a 
good neighbor, invest in the community 
and the local economy and to hold one 
another in high regard to help Mount 
Kisco reach its full potential. 

“So, everyone here and across our 
village you can start by stepping up, 
lending your ideas and your time to make 
a difference in our community,” she said. 
“So many decisions that contribute to the 
direction of our community are largely 
in the hands of volunteers who work 

cooperatively with the staff of our village.”
Picinich said the Village Board under 

her direction will be guided by the simple 
principle that although there may be 
differences of opinion, the focus on what 
benefits the residents and the village will 
always be top priority. 

“Tomorrow we get to work. Coming 
together is how we start,” said Picinich, 
who along with Albanese sat for their first 
Village Board meeting Monday night. 
“Working together is how we will set the 
course for our future and achieve success. 
So we move together with Kisco pride.”    

Picinich Takes Oath of Office, Sworn in as New Mt. Kisco Mayor

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Gina Picinich was sworn in as Mount Kisco mayor by Village Manager Edward Brancati on Sunday in front 
of  Village Hall. She is accompanied by her husband, Nick, and daughter Anna.
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Social Media Campaign Promotes Older 
Driver Safety Awareness Week

The New York State Governor’s 
Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC), the 
New York State Office for the Aging 
(NYSOFA), and New York State 
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
recognized Older Driver Safety 
Awareness Week, which takes place 
this week through Friday, Dec. 8.

As part of the week-long campaign, 
GTSC, in association with the 
American Occupational Therapy 
Association (AOTA), will launch a 
social media campaign on its Facebook 
and Twitter accounts directed at both 
older drivers and those with an older 
driver in their family or community.

“We must remember to safely share 
the road with all drivers, including 
those who are older,” said Acting 
GTSC Chair and DMV Executive 
Deputy Commissioner Terri Egan. “By 
raising awareness and understanding 
their needs, we help make our roads a 
safer place.”

According to a 2014 report from the 
AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, 
older Americans are extending their 
time behind the wheel compared 
to previous generations. In 2010, 84 
percent of Americans 65 and older 
held a driver’s license, compared to 

barely half in the early 1970s. Today, 
one in six drivers on U.S. roads are 65 
and older. 

Older adults, as a group, are among 
the safest drivers on the roads. 
Drivers over age 55 are involved in 
fewer crashes, and per the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, are 
more likely to observe safer driving 
behaviors. 

However, older drivers are also 
more likely to be killed or injured 
in traffic crashes due to age-related 
vulnerabilities, such as more fragile 
bones, prescription medication use 
and chronic medical conditions. 
Except for teen drivers, older drivers 
have the highest crash death rate per 
mile driven, even though they drive 
fewer miles than younger people. 

NYSOFA offers help for families with 
concerns about older drivers. “Are You 
Concerned about an Older Driver?” 
a helpful handbook that is available 
online, is a guide for families facing the 
dilemma of what to do when an aging 
loved one is at risk. New Yorkers can 
also call 1-800-342-9871 and ask to be 
connected to the Older Driver Family 
Assistance Program, or find help in a 
local NYSOFA office.

West Patent Parents Worried About Dual 
Language Option Impacts
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students with a capacity of 470, Manno 
said.

West Patent Elementary School 
Principal Vera Berezowsky said there 
would be space at her school should the 
district decide in favor of the School of 
Choice option. 

 “When I was hired to (be) principal at 
West Patent 13 years ago, (enrollment) was 
368, which is a number not so far off from 
the proposal number, and we managed,” 
Berezowsky said.

Parental concerns regarding the School 
of Choice alternative also included the 
impact on home values. Manno was unable 
to comment on that matter.

“I’m not ready tonight to discuss how 
this change will affect home values in the 
area,” he said.

Last week, Manno tried to ease West 
Patent parents’ concerns before his 
presentation.

“I’m not here to sell anything, I’m here to 
present our findings,” he said.

The meeting consisted of a condensed 
and updated version of his Nov. 15 
presentation that he delivered to the 
Board of Education. It was followed by a 
30-minute question-and-answer session. 

The discussion continued the next 
night at Wednesday’s Board of Education 

meeting with many West Patent parents 
using the public comments forum to 
address their concerns about the School of 
Choice alternative. 

Trustees discussed the issue and 
expressed mixed opinions. The board also 
posed questions to Manno, many of which 
he didn’t have answers for last week.

Trustee Edward Reder said while School 
of Choice had many variables to be worked 
out, it would provide what the parents of 
students in the single-language class were 
looking for.

“We’ve made changes to the program 
every year,” Reder said. “The enhancements 
are enhancements. I don’t see them as 
viable or as sustainable as the School of 
Choice.”

Board President Brian Sheerin urged his 
colleagues to fully understand each option 
before coming to a decision.

“We have a history of rushing into 
decisions without fully exploring it first,” 
he said.

Manno asked that any decision be 
delayed until Dec. 20 to provide trustees 
more time for deliberation.

For more information on the district’s 
Program Study and Analysis for Mount 
Kisco Elementary School regarding the 
DLBE program, visit www.bcsdny.org. 

continued from page 5
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Assemblywoman Sandy Galef 
(D-Ossining) has called on Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo to convene a task force 
to comprehensively review existing 
state government policies and make 
recommendations to handle claims and 
investigations involving all state workers 
and elected officials.

In light of the recent flood of sexual 
harassment accusations against 
members of all echelons of the political 
world, entertainment and media,  Galef ’s 
proposal for a task force would include 
representatives from the Assembly, 
Senate and the offices of the governor, 
attorney general and comptroller. 

It would be required to develop a 
recommendation for a consistent 
sexual harassment policy across all state 
agencies and departments within three 
months of its formation.

Both houses of the legislature and the 
executive branch, which include the state 
agencies, have workplace rules to address 
sexual harassment complaints. However, 
different systems are in place for each 
institution and no clear standards exist 
for all government workers and elected 
officials. 

The definition of sexual harassment is 
the same unwelcome behavior from one 
person to another regardless of where he 

or she works.
“We have seen only the very beginning 

of these charges as more people feel 
braver about coming forward,” Galef said. 
“Performing thorough investigations 
will be hard enough. Compounding 
the challenge will be how we apply 
different processes to investigate these 
allegations.”

A comparison of the Assembly and 
Senate sexual harassment policies 
show marked differences in how both 
manage employee grievances, including 
investigation procedures and timeframes 
for the entire process once a complaint is 
formally filed.

“If you are a member of the Assembly, 
the Senate or are employed by the 
DMV, you still work for New York State, 
and as such you should have the same 
standard apply and to know there is a 
straightforward process,” Galef said. 
“The goal of the task force will be to 
consolidate the separate policies and 
provide an unambiguous policy for 
anyone who receives a paycheck from 
the state.”

Workplace harassment is illegal in 
New York and is a violation of the state 
Human Rights Law and Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which forbids 
discrimination and harassment based on 
a person’s gender. Every employee in New 
York is entitled to a working environment 

free from sexual harassment. 
In 2015, the governor signed into 

law Galef ’s legislation that allowed all 
workers to file a complaint of sexual 
harassment with the state, regardless of 
how large the company or organization 
they work for.

Galef Urges Cuomo to Establish Sexual Harassment Task Force

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef
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North Castle Police Department

Nov. 23: The operator of a vehicle was 
arrested at 1:21 a.m. for third-degree 
aggravated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle following a traffic stop on 
Route 22.

Nov. 24: Report of a yield sign that 
was knocked over on Byram Lake Road 
at 11 a.m. The complainant observed a 
tractor-trailer, which may have caused 
the damage, heading northbound on 
Byram Lake Road. She did not know 
where the truck went but described it 
as “PartyRentalLtd.com” truck with 
markings “371917.” The responding 
officer confirmed that a traffic sign is 
knocked down and off the roadway. 
The officer will monitor the area for the 
vehicle.

Nov. 25: Report of a possible 
attempted larceny of a vehicle on 
Winkler Farm Road at 5:19 p.m. the 
complainant stated that she observed 
her glove box opened and items strewn 
about the interior but does not believe 
at this time anything is missing. The 
responding officer secured photos and 
a report will follow.

Nov. 26: A subject was arrested at 
1:45 a.m. on Kingdom Ridge Road for 
DWI following a report of a suspicious 
vehicle parked in the area. 

Nov. 26: A caller reported at 10:50 
a.m. that his daughter has accidentally 
injected herself with an adult Epi-pen 
on High Street. The call was transferred 
to the county Department of Emergency 
Services for dispatch of Armonk Fire 
Department Ambulance and a medic. 
The party was transported to Northern 
Westchester Hospital.

Nov. 26: At 1:19 p.m., a report of two 
vehicles broken into at Mianus River 
Gorge. One vehicle owner reported 
that her window was smashed on her 
Honda CRV and her purse was stolen. 
The complainant also reported a second 
vehicle with a broken window but the 
owner is still on the trails.

Nov. 27: A Freedom Road South 
resident reported at 6:20 p.m. that in the 
last few weeks she has seen an increased 
number of coyotes in the Nethermont 
Road area of North White Plains. The 
complainant wanted to make police 
aware of the situation.

Robert Flynn
Robert Carpenter Flynn, 63, passed 

away near his home in Mount Kisco on 
Nov. 24.  

Born on July 10, 1954, in White Plains 
to James and Alice (Carpenter) Flynn, 
he was the second youngest of six 
children. As a young man, he worked at 
the local deli, Rocky’s, in White Plains 
from grade school through high school. 
He then became a longtime employee of 
Metro-North and retired after working 
there for more than 30 years.

Flynn was a kind and generous soul 
with a great sense of humor. In good 
and bad times alike, he always had a 
smile or a joke for everyone. He loved to 
entertain. Likewise, Flynn was generous 
and enjoyed doing for others. A glimpse 
of his charity and compassion is shown 
by his donations to the United Way, 
United Service Organizations (USO), 
Disabled American Veterans (DAV) 
and the Special Olympics.

He is survived by his five siblings, 
Jim Flynn, Bruce Flynn, Dennis Flynn, 
Scott Flynn and Pamela (Flynn) Kauer 
and their families who loved him dearly. 
He is also predeceased by his parents, 
James and Alice (Carpenter) Flynn.

Family, friends and others whose 

lives he touched visited the Cassidy-
Flynn Funeral Home in Mount Kisco 
on Nov. 30. Funeral services were held 
at St. Francis of Assisi Church in Mount 
Kisco on Dec. 1. Burial followed at 
Mount Calvary Cemetery in Valhalla. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made to any of the aforementioned 
charities. 
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Joseph Meenan
Joseph E. Meenan of Pleasantville died 

on Nov. 28. 
He was 87.
Meenan was born on Nov. 28, 1930, to 

the late Padrick and Kathleen (McGuire) 
Meenan of the Bronx. He was a retired 
chemist and packaging development 
specialist for Chesebrough-Ponds in 
Connecticut.

Meenan and his wife, Rita Smith 
Meenan (deceased), loved travel and 
enjoyed family and friends in Ireland as 
often as they could.

He is survived by his brother, Thomas 
Meenan, of Queens. He was father to 

five children, Gerard Meenan, Joseph 
Meenan (deceased), Ritlynn Meenan-
Owens, James Meenan and Deirdre 
Meenan-Scarano; 10 grandchildren; and 
nine great-grandchildren.

The family received friends at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville on 
Dec. 1. A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated on Dec. 2 at The Church of 
Saint John and Saint Mary in Chappaqua, 
followed by burial at All Souls Cemetery 
in Pleasantville.

In lieu of flowers, kindly make 
donations in Meenan’s name to the 
Carmelite Monastery in Beacon, N.Y.

Robert Flynn
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By Neal Rentz
Audience members in a standing-

room-only crowd last Wednesday at the 
Mount Kisco Public Library urged the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators 
to protect and expand a variety of 
programs in the 2018 budget.

For his final budget, County Executive 
Rob Astorino has proposed a $1.83 billion 
spending plan that does not raise the tax 
levy for the eighth consecutive year and 
maintains essential services.

The balancing of the spending plan 
depends on the infusion of $30 million in 
revenue from Macquarie Infrastructure 
Corp., the company recommended by 
Astorino to be awarded a 40-year lease 
to operate Westchester County Airport. 
The county would receive $300 million up 
front, including lease payments, and $6.5 
million annually.

Last Friday, the Westchester County 
Citizens Budget Advisory Committee 
reported to the Board of Legislators 
Committee on Budget & Appropriations 
that the operating expenses in Astorino’s 
budget “are not fully funded” and is 
reliant on the airport deal. 

The committee also reported that 
“the revenues forecasted from sales tax 
appear overstated and we believe the 
growth factor should be stepped down.” 
Furthermore, there is inadequate funding 

for union contract settlements. 
“There is no money for current 

2018 year and nothing for retroactive 
payments, which could be tens of millions 
of dollars,” said committee member 
Lawrence Fasnacht.

The $1.1 billion public-private 
partnership airport proposal must 
be approved by 12 legislators. The 
controversial issue concerns opponents 
because a private company would likely 
seek to expand the facility’s operations. 
Astorino said the passenger cap, the 
number of gates and the footprint of the 
airport will remain the same.

Those who spoke at last week’s hearing 
called for additional spending in key 
areas next year. Several speakers urged 
lawmakers to increase funding for 
nonprofit agencies by 5 percent. 

“Flat funding is not going to cut it,” said 
CarlLa Horton, executive director of the 
Pleasantville-based Hope’s Door, which 
combats domestic violence and assists 
victims,

Others asked legislators to reject 
Astorino’s plan to eliminate the six 
custodian positions at the county parks 
and replace them with hourly workers. 
Several residents said elimination of 
the custodians would negatively affect 
parks programs and urged the board to 
maintain curators who oversee summer 

camps and other programs that help 
generate revenue.

Resident Brandy Keenan said the 
custodian at Muscoot Farm in Somers, 
Jonathon Benjamin, has worked to 
provide high-level services at the farm. 

Howard Milbert, an ex-officio member 
of the Board of Directors of the Ossining 
Children’s Center, said in recent years 
the county has failed to provide adequate 
assistance to families who have children 
in daycare. He urged for the restoration 
of Title XX funding grants to families, he 
said.

Licia Sandberg, an attorney and 
managing director of the Westchester 
Hispanic Coalition’s YA NO MAS, a 
24-hour rape crisis hotline and sexual 
assault and domestic violence prevention 
program, called on lawmakers to provide 
funding for services for the immigrant 
community. 

“We respectfully submit that our county 
benefits from the hard work and talent 
provided by this population, Sandberg 
said. “But, we as a county, and you as a 
legislative board, have a civic duty to be 
proactive in creating funding streams 
to support programs which integrate 
culturally specific services into the county 
budget for this population in need.”

The League of Women Voters of 
Westchester criticized the proposed 
spending plan because it assumes 
revenues that aren’t likely to be available. 
In a statement released last Friday, the 
organization said the $30 million for the 
airport privatization deal should not have 
been plugged into the budget.

“This is the third year in a row that the 
League of Women Voters has called for a 
tax increase,” its statement read in part. 
“The county could remain well under 
the two percent cap and still provide 
extra monies that would close the budget 
imbalance and allow many aspects of the 
proposed budget to remain in place. The 
people of Westchester are not being well 
served by this proposed budget.”

None of the legislators who attended 
the hearing responded to the public’s 
comments.

Following last week’s hearing, Legislator 
Sheila Marcotte (R-Tuckahoe), chair of the 
Budget and Appropriations Committee, 
said changes would be considered this 
week. 

The final 2018 budget public hearing 
is scheduled for Wednesday night at the 
County Office Building in White Plains at 
7 p.m. A budget must be approved by the 
Board of Legislators no later than Dec. 27.

Calls to Increase Funding for Key Programs at County Budget Hearing

Mount Pleasant Town Board Adds 
Spending to 2018 Budget

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Pleasant Town Board voted 

unanimously on Nov. 28 to make a series 
of changes to Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi’s 
proposed $48.3 million budget for 2018.

Fulgenzi had proposed a spending plan 
that would raise taxes 0.9 percent and 
calls for a tax levy increase of 1.6 percent.

Changes incorporated by the board 
last week raised the salary of Parks 
Superintendent Steve Mott by $5,000; 
added up to $10,000 of overtime for 
Court Clerk Joanne Salvatore; included 
$6,000 for the outdoor summer concert 
series; placed $6,000 for recreation 
administration costs for the Fall Foliage 
Festival and provided $40,000 for a grant 
writer. 

Councilwoman Laurie Smalley said 
Mott’s salary increase was justified because 
he is “a dedicated and diligent” Recreation 
& Parks Department employee.

Councilman Mark Rubeo said the 
overtime provision for Salvatore was 
needed because her job requires working 
extra hours for arraignments and handling 
tickets from various government entities.   

Rubeo said the grant writing position 
has no fringe benefits because the person 
would be an independent contractor. 

“It is important to have a professional 
grant writer on hand,” he said. 

The only resident to speak at last week’s 
public hearing, Ken Noonan, asked why 
Town Engineer David Smyth was given 
a $10,000 stipend in addition to his 
regular salary. Smyth, who first received 
the stipend two years ago, also serves as 
acting superintendent of the Water/Sewer 
Department.  

“He’s doing two jobs,” Fulgenzi said.
The board had previously decided on 

2 percent raises for the town’s non-union 
employees, including elected officials. It 
also includes four new full-time hires – a 
payroll clerk in the comptroller’s office, a 
clerk position in the Highway Department 
and two recreation attendants.

There are no layoffs in the proposed 
budget and no new programs.

The public hearing will continue next 
Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 8 p.m. at Town Hall. 
The board is expected to approve the final 
budget at that meeting.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Dozens of  residents attended a public hearing on 
the proposed 2018 Westchester County budget 
last week in Mount Kisco.

Open Door Medical Centers Toy Drive 
to Last Through Dec. 15

Open Door Family Medical Centers’ 
annual Holiday Toy Drive and Santa 
Days have become a welcome source of 
holiday cheer for underserved families 
throughout Westchester and Putnam 
counties.

Open Door, a nonprofit pioneer in 
community-based primary medical care, 
serves more than 55,000 patients each 
year, many of whom would be unable 
to afford quality health care, living at or 
below the federal poverty line. 

Each year, the Open Door Foundation 
collects toys for children from families 
of less fortunate means, with the gifts 
handed out by Santa himself at six Open 
Door Medical Centers in the area. This 
year, Open Door hopes to distribute 
more than 2,500 toys.

Local residents who wish to donate 
are encouraged to bring new, unwrapped 
toys for newborns through 14-year-
olds (valued up to $20) to any of the six 
centers: Mount Kisco, 30 W. Main St.; 
Ossining, 165 Main St.; Port Chester, 
5 Grace Church St.; Sleepy Hollow, 80 
Beekman Ave.; Brewster, 155 Main St., 
Suite 101 (lower level); and Mamaroneck, 
689 Mamaroneck Ave. Donations are 
accepted through Dec 15.    

Toys are distributed during Santa Days 
at Open Door Family Medical Centers 
through Dec. 19. The organization seeks 

volunteers to help staff Santa Days and 
provide help with decorating, setting 
up toy zones and more. Volunteers are 
also needed to help with gift-wrapping, 
toy sorting and toy drive pick-ups. High 
school and college students, adults or 
middle school students with parents 
along with adults are welcome.

For information on volunteer locations 
and dates, or to make a monetary 
donation to the toy drive (Open Door 
team members will purchase a toy on 
your behalf), contact Alicia Ward at 914-
502-1468 or award@odfmc.org. Credit 
card donations may be made online at 
www.opendoormedical.org/join-us/
volunteer/holiday-toy-drive/toy-drive-
donation-form. Be sure to note “Toy 
Drive” in the comment box.

Open Door Medical Centers will continue to accept 
toy donations for Christmas until next week.
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Letters to the Editor

It is time for Gov. Cuomo to sign into 
law my Code Enforcement Integrity 
bill authorizing the removal of local 
code enforcement officers’ credentials 
for misconduct. This legislation, 
which I partnered with Assemblyman 
Ken Zebrowski to pass, is critical to 
protecting the public safety in our 
community.

All too often, we hear the same 
story: A local code enforcement 
official chooses to look the other 
way when confronted with serious 
violations. The reasons may vary, 
running the gamut from negligence to 

corruption. The result, nonetheless, is 
the same. Dangerous conditions for our 
children and families. This is simply 
unacceptable. To make matters worse, 
serious code violations are on the rise 
across the state of New York, and in the 
Hudson Valley in particular.

My bill, S. 1642, would mark a major 
stride toward combating this imminent 
danger. This bill would allow the New 
York State Department of State to 
revoke a code enforcement officer’s 
certification when such misconduct 
occurs. This bill has passed both 
the Assembly and the Senate. I now 

urge Gov. Cuomo to stand up for our 
localities and the people of the Hudson 
Valley by signing this critical legislation 
into law.

We as state government cannot 
stand idly by while our towns and 
villages suffer. It is incumbent on New 
York State to root out unsafe code 
enforcement practices wherever they 
occur. I will continue to fight for the 
enactment of this critical legislation 
and keep fighting every day for safe and 
reliable code enforcement.

Sen. David Carlucci

It’s that time of year again: The 
Medicare Annual Election Period 
(AEP) runs through Dec. 7. Medicare 
is a critical source of health care for 
millions of Americans who are age 65 
and older and for younger people with 
certain qualifying disabilities. 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) sets this time for people 
eligible for Medicare to select or make 
changes to their plans for the following 
year.

For people with Medicare, there 
is nothing more important than 
maintaining physical and financial 
independence. The right health care 
plan can help. It can ensure you have 
access to fitness programs, preventive 
services, engaged doctors, maintenance 
medications and transportation, all 
at an affordable price. That’s why it’s 
so crucial for Medicare consumers to 
consider their health and budget needs 
as they evaluate health care options.

“Choosing a plan isn’t as simple as 
just keeping the one you had last year or 
looking only at the monthly premium 
costs,” said Brian Evanko, who leads 
Cigna’s government programs, which 
include Cigna-HealthSpring. “The 
goal should be to choose a plan that 
best meets your individual needs. It’s 
important to find the right balance for 
you between benefits and affordability.”

To help you choose a plan and get the 
most from it, consider these five tips.

1. Make a list of your priorities 
and health care needs. Focusing on 
prevention? Keeping out-of-pocket 
costs low? Staying active? Needing 
dental, vision or hearing coverage? 
Seeking comprehensive prescription 
drug coverage? Take time to evaluate 
plan options according to your health 
and financial goals.

2. Know your network. Many plans 
offer choices with a network of doctors. 
Navigating the health care system can 
be complex, time-consuming and costly. 
Without the right support, you can 
feel very alone. That’s why it’s critical 
to surround yourself with a team of 
providers who are committed to getting 
to know your needs and to meeting 
them through open communication and 
care coordination. The primary care 
physician serves as your quarterback, 
directing your care through a network 
of like-minded specialists.

3. Take advantage of preventive care 
benefits. Medicare plans offer many 
preventive health benefits. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
estimates that 100,000 lives could be 
saved each year if everyone received 
recommended preventive care, which 
often starts with seeing a doctor for an 
annual check-up. So go to your doctor, 

know the health screenings you need for 
your age and get them to take control 
of your health. For more information 
about preventive care, visit www.cigna.
com/takecontrol.

4. Stay active with fitness benefits. 
Exercise is essential to healthy aging. 
Original Medicare doesn’t cover gym 
memberships or fitness programs, but 
some Medicare Advantage plans offer 
such benefits as part of their coverage at 
no extra cost.

5. Use no-cost resources to help pick 
the right plan. CMS’ Plan Finder helps 
you compare costs, covered medications 
and other items. Many insurance plans 
offer seminars at no cost and with no 
obligation to sign up. You can also 
check health plans’ websites or call 
customer service for more information. 
Local and state agencies on aging also 
connect older adults and caregivers 
with community resources.

As you weigh the options, Evanko 
offers this advice: “It’s worth it to take 
the time to set your priorities and see 
how plan benefits stack up. Only then 
can you choose a plan that really helps 
you get the most from it and reach your 
goals.”

This article was printed by permission 
of statepoint.net.

Column
Tips for Choosing and Using Your 2018 Medicare Health Plan

Governor Should Support Code Enforcement Integrity Bill 
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 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

I understand that the Department 
of Public Service and the New York 
Independent System Operator (NYISO) 
are considering carbon pricing options 
for New York’s wholesale electricity 
markets. While this may be a step 
forward, it is a small step for a state that 
barely burns any oil or coal to generate 
electricity. The thing we burn most is 
natural gas.

Natural gas produces methane 

emissions, which are much more potent 
than CO2 emissions. To amp up the 
fight against climate change, New York 
must focus on methane emissions as 
well. But, the state seems to be moving 
forward with plans to build natural gas 
conversion power plants, which will 
import gas from out of state through a 
labyrinth of pipelines. This would be a 
big step backwards in the fight against 
climate change. 

New York needs to invest in clean, 
green renewable energy like wind 
and solar and invest more into energy 
efficiency. Gov. Cuomo can lead by 
taking New York off fossil fuels and to 
100 percent renewable energy. 

Caroline Eimer
NYPIRG Environmental Project 

Leader/Volunteer

New York Must Devote More Resources to Developing Renewable Energy
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By Martin Wilbur
One week after the Pleasantville High 

School football team captured its first 
state championship, the school district 
and the community honored the players 
and coaches by holding a parade Sunday 
through the streets of Pleasantville.

Along the route, Bedford Road from 
Wheeler Avenue to Romer Avenue before 
turning to head to the front steps of the 
school, hundreds of friends, supporters 
and residents held signs and shouted 
encouragement to the gridiron heroes.

Players and coaches returned the love, 
thanking the community for its support 
that helped the squad capture a 28-14 
victory on Nov. 26 over Chenango Forks at 
the Carrier Dome in Syracuse to capture the 
Class B title.

“Whether you made the ride up to 
Syracuse, or packed yourself into Foley’s 
or just followed the game on your phone, 
we felt like this team could not be denied,” 
said Tony Becerra who notched his 100th 
victory as head coach in the championship 
game last week. “We can’t do what we did 
without your support. The reception that 
we got last Sunday night when we got 
back to Pleasantville was nothing short of 
remarkable.”

During the ceremony in front of the 
school, the players were presented with 
proclamations and were told by County 
Legislator Margaret Cunzio that Monday 

would be Pleasantville High School 
Football Day throughout the county. Also 
participating in the festivities were the 
next generation of Panthers, youth football 
players from the Pleasantville Dads Club.

Each of the team’s captains briefly 
addressed the residents who followed the 
parade to the school and assembled in the 
campus’s circle. Players remarked how the 
team sputtered at times early in the season. 
A heartbreaking 21-20 loss to Valhalla on 
Oct. 1, what turned out to be their only 
defeat in 13 games, changed the course of 
the season.

Following that game, they renewed 
their commitment to each other and 
the community, Becerra said. They won 
the next four games, each by at least 25 
points, before surviving against Westlake 
in overtime to win sectionals. During the 
three-game march to the title in the state 
championship tournament, the team won 
each contest by double-digit margins.

Middle linebacker Nicholas Salzarulo 
said he wanted the team to win the 
championship game because he didn’t want 
to let anyone down back home. 

“So winning the state championship as 
much as it means to this team, I know it 
means more to you guys and I’m happy for 
this whole community,” he said.

Mayor Peter Scherer unveiled a brand new 
green and white sign that reads “Welcome 
to Pleasantville Home of Pleasantville High 

School Football Champions 2017.” He said 
the village will find a place to permanently 
affix the sign at one of the gateways to 
Pleasantville. 

For a small village, having the football 
team win a state championship is another 
notable achievement for Pleasantville, he 
said.

“You heard today so many aspects of this 
community are involved in their success,” 
Scherer said. “It’s sort of the greatest 
moment we’ve had to celebrate success 
in this community, and I think that these 

young men have led us to this moment. 
We’re here not only to honor them, but to 
honor a community that’s been behind so 
many extraordinary things. I’ve said many 
times, Pleasantville plays above its weight 
class. This little mouse roared again.”

Superintendent of Schools Mary Fox-
Alter said everyone connected with the 
district and the village is proud of the players 
and coaches and what they accomplished. 

“When you have that commitment 
and that passion in your heart anything is 
possible,” Fox-Alter said. 

Pleasantville Honors Champs With Parade and Ceremony
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The 2017 Pleasantville High School football team was honored in a parade and ceremony on Sunday to 
commemorate the school’s first-ever state gridiron championship.
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By Anna Young
Westchester County’s newest 

cybersecurity canine visited Pace 
University last Thursday, showing off 
her investigative skills and proving that 
she is the top dog for the job.

As technology continues to advance, 
Harley, a two-year-old Labrador 
retriever, was deployed in September 
to aid county police and the FBI’s 
New York Cyber Crime Task Force in 
sniffing out specific electronic devices 
used in crime.

Harley’s handler, Detective Brett 
Hochron, said his canine partner 
has been a valuable asset to the force, 
having executed eight search warrants 
involving financial fraud, child 
pornography, narcotics trafficking and 
terrorism for various law enforcement 
agencies within the state.

“Today there’s a nexus in electronic 
devices in every crime that’s committed. 
She can find devices much quicker 
than we can and look in spots that we 
wouldn’t typically find stuff or would 
take us a long time for us to find,” 
Hochron said. “We want to go into a 
place and be absolutely certain we’ve 
gotten everything we can get out of this 
house and she’s going to make sure we 
do.”

Prior to joining the force, Harley spent 

12 weeks training at the Connecticut 
State Police Academy where she was 
imprinted with the chemical compound 
found on digital devices, including 
SIM cards, flash drives, laptops, hard 
drives, cellphones, micro cards, gaming 
systems, DVDs, USB devices and other 
gadgets.

Hochron said the chemical 
Triphenylphosphine oxide (TPPO) 
helps his partner detect mechanisms 
faster, especially those hidden or 
disguised as regular household items. 
He added that USB devices could be 
masked as pens, padlocks, car fobs, 
bracelets or poker chips.

“The dogs are here to help us,” 
Hochron said. “Everything that she’s 
doing is helping us speed up the 
process.”

Hochron demonstrated Harley’s 
abilities placing various devices 
throughout the Boudreau Lounge 
inside Pace University’s Kessel Student 
Center. Within minutes of searching the 
area, Harley found the seven devices, 
including a cellphone wedged between 
a stack of chairs, a computer hard drive 
stashed near a fire extinguisher and a 
micro SD card stowed behind a door 
handle.

When Harley detects the chemical 
scent, she sits down at the location and 

is then rewarded with food.
Students and faculty members from 

Pace’s Seidenberg School of Computer 
Science and Information Systems 
attended the demonstration, expressing 
awe as Harley was hard at work. 
Seidenberg School Dean Jonathan Hill 
said Hochron’s demonstration prepares 
students who are going to work in 
various levels of government.

“This is a really fun way to illustrate 
how we are taking care and addressing 
here at Pace University a really serious 
problem and the problem of cybercrime 
and the potential for computer-related 
electronics to be abused,” Hill said. 
“Harley is a tangible representation to 
addressing the problem that we address 
digitally every day. This is a chance for 
students to see the law enforcement side 
and to understand the hardware and 
physical components of cyber security.”

Hochron added how imperative 
dogs like Harley will be in the future as 
machinery advances and criminals find 
new ways to conceal evidence.

“This puts us at the forefront of the 
cyber investigation,” Hochran said. “We 
have the tools to stay on top of this, but 
having Harley is only going to help us 
move this county forward. We’re lucky 
to have her.”

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Westchester County Police Detective Brett 
Hochron and Harley were at Pace University 
in Pleasantville last week to demonstrate how 
the two-year-old Labrador retriever helps law 
enforcement combat cybercrime.

County Police Turn to Newest Pooch to Sniff Out Cyber Criminals

When you choose a 
Coldwell Banker Pleasantville Agent: 

Call us today to learn the Value of Your Home! 
914.769.2950

You will have the #1 Office in the #1 location, at #1 Washington Avenue,
in the heart of the village.

You will be working with a real estate professional 
who lives and works in our community. 

You will get the most internet exposure, with advertising on over 900 websites. 

We will make your home ‘picture perfect’ with our professional stager 
to get you the best price for your home.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include 
approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. All associates featured are licensed with NY Department of State as a Broker or Salesperson ©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

COLDWELL BANKER

Pleasantville Office  1 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville, NY 10570  |  914.769.2950

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM  SERVING THE PLEASANTVILLE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS!

From left to right:  Edyta Leoniuk, Anthony Sibio, Maryanne Dowd, Hans Weber, Donna Edlund, Loretta Chiavetta, Janet Auer, Dan Tuck and Vanessa Catalano

The Pleasantville Coldwell Banker Office would like to Congratulate the 
Pleasantville Panthers Football Team for Winning the Class-B New York State Championship!
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ARE YOU A SAFE DRIVER?  
A RESPONSIBLE HOMEOWNER?

Let our agency tell you about the AARP® Auto & 
Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford. 
As your local Hartford independent agency, we can show  
you all the advantages, including:

•	 Average	savings	of	$404*	for	drivers	who	switch.
•	 “Bundling”	discounts	for	insuring	your	home	and	cars.
•	 Friendly	service	from	our	local	office.

Get your FREE no-obligation quote today!

*Savings amounts are based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Auto Insurance Program customer who became new auto insurance policyholders between 7/1/13 and 6/30/14 through the traditional 
AARP Auto Insurance Program and provided data regarding their savings.  Authorized agents can also provide coverage under this Program.  Your savings may vary.

The AARP Automobile & Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license number 5152. In 
Washington, the Auto Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. The Home Program is underwritten by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers.  AARP 
and its affiliates are not insurers.  Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for 
Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings 
and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a policy directly from The Hartford.  Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.PL

A
03
9-
1	

   Keep Insurance Agency    
27 Cleveland Street        
Valhalla    , NY    , 10595   

   Joseph Cantarella    
Executive Vice President    
jcantarella@keepinsurance.com    
http://keepinsurance.com/       

914-220-1414



December 5 - December 11, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 17

By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Town Board last week 

approved speed and weight restrictions 
for Allapartus Road, a rural and often 
difficult street to navigate in the west end 
of town.

Officials unanimously agreed to lower 
the speed limit from 30 to 25 miles per 
hour on Allapartus as well as enact a 
5,000-pound weight limit for trucks. 
Trucks making local deliveries will be 
exempt from the regulation.

Residents in the west end along 
with drivers from other areas who use 
Allapartus, a narrow, winding two-way 
street, appealed to the Town Board for 
help. There have been a series of accidents 
in recent months on the road as well as 
near-misses. 

Photos were provided to the board 
by Quaker Ridge Road resident Heidi 
Franco, highlighting the road’s dangers. 
In one image, a school bus that was 
transporting her children home from 
school was forced off the side of the road.

Others said traffic to Teatown, 
particularly for summer camp programs, 
brings drivers onto Allapartus and other 
streets who are not as familiar with the 
territory and are traveling faster than 
recommended. 

“The restrictions that we’re talking 
about are not just for the safety of the 
people who live here,” said Karen Wells, 
a Croton-on-Hudson resident who lives 
nearby. “We have a lot of residents that 
come into the community and one of 

the biggest situations is families who 
bring their children to Teatown Lake 
Reservation for camp, and they have a 
very strict policy for arrival and pickup, 
and during those time periods they have 
a lot of people, because they live busy 
schedules, are driving a little bit faster 
than that recommended 15 miles per 
hour.”

Residents also asked whether the 
speed limit could be dropped lower 
than 25 miles per hour. Town Attorney 
Nicholas Ward-Willis said that 25 is the 
lowest permissible limit in New York 
State, although yellow signs suggesting 

motorists go slower than that can be 
installed.

There are about 50 town roads in New 
Castle that have the 25-mile-per hour 
speed limit.

Glendale Road resident Cynthia 
Manocherian also appealed to the board 
for help to reduce the speed limit on her 
street, which is in the same area and is 
similarly plagued with safety issues. At 
some point in the past, the same weight 
restriction had been enacted for Glendale 
Road. 

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said 
a separate public hearing for Glendale 

would have to be scheduled and that the 
town would follow up.

“We’re very happy you’re taking a look at 
this,” Manocherian said. “We don’t know 
that you’re going to find great solutions 
but absolutely reducing the weight limit 
and putting more signage (would help).”

Wells said the advent of GPS has brought 
more traffic to roads such as Allapartus.  
There are also speed enforcement issues 
in that area because it is more remote 
and it’s where four municipalities – New 
Castle, Ossining, Cortlandt and Yorktown 
– converge, she said.

New Castle Reduces Speed, Weight Limits on Rural West End Road

Senior Bus Driver 
Wanted for New 

Castle Rec & Parks

The New Castle Recreation 
& Parks Department is looking 
for an experienced driver 
to operate the department’s 
16-passenger bus. The driver 
will transport seniors on 
Thursdays to and from doctors’ 
appointments, shopping and 
community center events. On 
some Wednesdays, the driver 
will transport seniors to local 
venues for trips, as well as an 
occasional trip to New York 
City. The salary is $16 an hour 
and a commercial driver’s 
license is required.

For more information, 
contact Recreation Supervisor 
Brittany Neider at 914-238-
6391 or e-mail bneider@
mynewcastle.org.

MILEAGESTOCKFEATURING: PRICE
2015 SUBARU FORESTER LTD 18-094A 85844 14,995.00
2015 JEEP COMPASS 18-034A 47398 13,995.00
2014 SUBARU IMPREZA P7645 19827 16,995.00
2013 SUBARU CROSSTREK 17-494B 75518 15,995.00
2013 MINI CLUBMAN P7679A 59094 14,995.00
2012 SUBARU FORESTER 16-440A 58753 15,995.00
2012 FORD ESCAPE F027B-17 89732 12,995.00
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 18-075A 90125 12,995.00 
2011 HONDA ACCORD F334-17A 54550 12,995.00
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 18-017A 92884 11,995.00
2011 FORD EXPLORER XLT F510-17A 102410 11,995.00
2011 SUBARU LEGACY LTD 17-004A 109746 8,995.00
2010 SUABRU FORESTER P7733 99083 11,995.00
2009 SUBARU IMPREZA 17VW-145A 106502 7,995.00
2009 VW TIGUAN FWD 17-191A 90245 8,995.00
2009 SUBARU FORESTER LTD P7522A 93573 11,995.00
2008 SUBARU LL BEAN O/BACK 17-440A 91196 10,995.00
2008 HONDA ACCORD 17-514A 87426 9,995.00
2007 SUBARU IMPREZA 5DR P7706 97579 5,995.00
2007 BMW 328XI P7685 74589 11,995.00
2006 FORD FREESTYLE 18-050A 105204 4,995.00 
2006 SUBARU OUTBACK 17-399A 92170 7,995.00
2005 FORD FOCUS S/W  F374-17A 57118 6,995.00 

      

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL $500 OFF WITH THIS AD!*

*Must present ad at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer expires 12/12/17

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road

Pleasantville, NY 
www.pleasantville-ford.com

Not 
responsible for 
typographical 

errors

All Roads Lead To PLEASANTVILLE

ACTION SALE

2007 SUBARU IMPREZA 5DR P7706 97579 5,995.00
2007 BMW 328XI P7685 74589 11,995.00
2006 FORD FREESTYLE 18-050A 105204 4,995.00 
2006 SUBARU OUTBACK 17-399A 92170 7,995.00
2005 FORD FOCUS S/W  F374-17A 57118 6,995.00 

      *Must present ad at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer expires 12/12/17      Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer expires 12/12/17      

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige ImportsPleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road

www.pleasantville-ford.comwww.pleasantville-ford.comerrors www.pleasantville-ford.comwww.pleasantville-ford.comwww.pleasantville-ford.com
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Bar Specials, Rangers Trivia & Giveaways
Need a ride? ECC is providing a round trip bus from MSG to the casino.

Please email; EmpireCityCasinoViewingParty@msg.com in order to reserve.

MEET AND GREET WITH RANGERS LEGEND

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH • 6:30PM
New York vs. Washington

A CHANCE TO WIN 2 NEW YORK RANGERS TICKETS*

R A N G E R S
V I E W I N G  P A R T Y

NICK
FOTIU

MEET AND GREET WITH RANGERS LEGEND

 • 6:30PM

A CHANCE TO WIN 2 NEW YORK RANGERS TICKETS*

V I E W I N G  P A R T Y

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.
*While supplies last. Tickets provided by Madison Square Garden.
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Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Place your holiday orders early! 

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Christmas Eve - 11:00am - 5:00pm
Christmas Day - CLOSED

New Years Eve - 11:00am - 9:30pm
New Years Day - CLOSED

475 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504
914-273-5222

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat-8am-5:30pm • Sun. Closed

Holiday Orders now being taken for 
Hanukkah and Christmas!

VILLAGE PRIME MEATS
OF ARMONK

Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah 

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

$10 OFF
COLOR

Irene’s Hair Salon

$2.00 OFF Any Haircut 
with this ad

914-495-3010
16 Marble Avenue,
Pleasantville, NY

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 9:30-6, Fri 
9:30-7, Saturday 9-5, 

Closed Sunday

Make Your 

Color “Light” 
Up the 

Holidays!

$10 OFFMake Your $10 OFF
With this ad

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available

Is Your Lighting Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? Ready for the Holidays? 

10% OFF 
Showroom

With mention 
of ad

Make Your 

Color “Light” 
Color “Light” 

Sponsor a Local Family 
this Winter Holiday Season

All recipients are from
Westchester & Lower Putnam County

To sponsor a family visit us at:
Hidden Treasures & Donation Center

1736 Front Street, Yorktown Hts. NY 10598
Or Call Donna at: 914-490-3966

Email Address: 
yorktownloveinaction@gmail.com 

Simply the Best Bagels 
You’ll Find!

480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
6 FREE

With this coupon • Limit one per customer • Not to be
combined with other o� ers. Expires 1/31/18

Mt. Kisco Bagel Co. • Mt. Kisco • 241-0606
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That time between 
Thanksgiving and New 
Year’s is my favorite time of 
year as a homeowner. 

Others may prefer spring 
when the garden is waking 
up, so that they can be 
spending time outside, or 
mid- or late-summer when 
the flower and vegetable 
gardens are in full bloom, 
or perhaps the fall when 
nature’s rich colors can take 
our breath away. But for me, 
I’m most grateful for my 
home and the pleasures it 
affords in the dead of winter. 

When I owned my single-
family house before moving 
into a condo, this was the 
time when, finally, that 
stubborn grout weed that plagued 
my property finally went into total 
remission for the season and the leaves 
had been raked and composted. My 
time was suddenly free for neglected 
chores that might include arranging to 
have that horrible floor, hidden by a 
rug for 20 years, refinished or smaller 
tasks such as gluing on a knob to that 

antique chest that fell off 
years ago and repairing all 
those furniture scratches that 
had accumulated through 
the year with Old English 
Scratch Cover. 

By the way, when my 
wife and I had our antiques 
shop, Old English Scratch 
Cover was the single most 
important item in our bag of 
tricks to make our furniture 
inventory look twice as good 
from the time we bought it at 
auction until it made its way 
into our shop.  

This year the chores 
are greatly eased since we 
acquired our downsized 
condo. It meant scaling back 
our possessions to fit less 

square footage and the elimination of 
outside chores.

This time between holidays is when 
my house looks its best with decorations. 
When I was a student at the College of 
William & Mary in Williamsburg, Va., 
I picked up some tricks for wreaths 
and table centerpieces that I still use 
today, building on heavy foundations of 

big pinecones and greens that I always 
picked up on my own property. Now I 
leave all that to my wife Margaret and 
she goes to town with it. Just the smell 
of the pine throughout the house is 
dizzying throughout the season. And 
now my grandson Richie has joined 
the effort, making wreaths for his Boy 
Scouts as fundraisers.

I take advantage of the extra days that 
sneak in among the holidays, like the 
Friday after Thanksgiving and the days 
around Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
When others are taking those days off, 
that’s when I get busy around the house. 

Of course, my wife has her own 
agenda both before and after the 
holidays, preparing for the guests and 
entertaining. The days before involve 
shopping while the days after are for 
cleaning up.

And finally, it’s the time of new 
beginnings as homeowners, when we 
can usher in the new year with home 
projects. As I take inventory of the 
projects I’ve completed in the last 
year, such as engaging Jan Efraimsen 
of Woodtronics Millwork Corp. in 
Yorktown Heights to design and 
install the magnificent built-ins in my 

great room and two bedrooms, I look 
forward to the work to be done such as 
decorating the master bedroom.

But first, my focus is on enjoying the 
day by taking our trusty artificial tree 
from the storage room and decorating 
it with ornaments that we’ve both made 
and collected over the past 50 years. We 
center it in front of our unit’s Palladian-
like window on the fifth floor where 
passersby can see it, like a beacon 
welcoming in the holiday season.

It’s another opportunity to celebrate 
new beginnings and once again trying 
to figure out what Auld Lang Syne 
means, thinking that you’ve gotten the 
gist of it, but forgetting again by the 
time next year rolls around. 

If you’re looking for excellent 
cabinetry work, call Jan Efraimsen at 
Woodtronics Millwood Corp. at 914-
962-5205.

While Bill Primavera has enjoyed a 
career as a publicist, he is now a Realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate, specializing in upper Westchester 
and Putnam Counties.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

Holiday Time is Best for Home Enjoyment

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Visit our office & showroom to see the variety of products 
on display, or we will bring the showroom to you.
Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.

Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

914H271H9119 
2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY

   Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

DON’T BE THAT HOMEOWNER 
WHO WAITS UNTIL THE LAST 

MINUTE TO BUTTON UP THEIR 
HOME. THERE IS STILL TIME  
TO BUTTON UP YOUR HOME.  
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE 

ESTIMATE BEFORE YOUR HOME 
CATCHES A COLD!

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Advertise in The Examiner  •  914-864-0878
advertising@theexaminernews.com
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By Martin Wilbur
If you ever have the opportunity to sit 

down with Robert Jessen he’ll likely regale 
you with stories from every decade of his 
life.

But beware: Make sure you leave open 
most of the day unless you’re prepared to 
cut him short. If you do abbreviate the 
conversation, it’ll be your loss.

Among Jessen’s many passions and 
interests is his love of hiking and the 
outdoors, something he initially developed 
during childhood after a trip to the eastern 
tip of Long Island. At 15, he went with his 
Boy Scout troop on a canoeing excursion 
north of Ottawa, and he was hooked for 
life.

When New York State was still 
administering IQ tests to high school 
students in the 1950s, one year Jessen had 
the highest score – 182 – of any student in 
the state, beating out future chess champion 
Bobby Fisher by one point. That may also 
explain why Jessen is a chess master.

Despite attaining genius status, it really 
didn’t help him all that much in life.

“I was so dumb and stupid in so many 

things, but I could look at a piece of terrain 
and draw you a map,” Jessen said.

That gift would come in handy not only 
for himself but for tens of thousands of 
people who love to hike in the Hudson 
Valley. Jessen, who turns 78 this Sunday, is 
the creator of the Hudson Trail, a 70-plus-
mile path he began marking in 2007 that 
originates in the Bronx and extends to the 
Van Wyck Homestead in Fishkill. Using 
a marker system to help guide hikers, he 
placed trail markers roughly every 200 
yards, except in the Bronx where it’s under 
the jurisdiction of the New York City Parks 
Department.

He has also plotted the remaining 275 
miles or so to Mount Marcy, the highest 
elevation in New York State deep in the 
Adirondacks. With an arthritic knee he 
doubts he’ll get the chance to finish.

“My daughter is going to take over,” 
Jessen said. “This is a family thing.”

Jessen’s work on the trail’s South Trek 
is not his only contribution to hiking 
in the region. It comes 50 years after he 
convinced other hiking enthusiasts to let 
him mark what is known as the Long Path, 

a 325-mile journey 
he mapped that starts 
just across the George 
Washington Bridge in 
New Jersey, proceeds 
through Palisades 
Cliffs, up through 
Rockland County, the 
Catskills and into the 
Adirondacks. There is 
a 30-mile break from 
Thatcher State Park near Albany before it 
picks up again in the Town of Northville 
and continues on to Whiteface Mountain 
at Lake Placid. 

That was a 10-year project that uses 
mainly parks, rural roads and some larger 
thoroughfares when necessary. Unlike the 
Hudson Trail, Jessen has vowed to fill in 
the missing piece.

“I hope to finish before I draw my last 
breath,” he said.

Jessen spent his early years in Laurelton, 
Queens. But his mother died when he was 
9 and his father wasn’t equipped to raise 
him on his own. So Jessen spent more 
than 13 months in an orphanage, until his 
sister, who was 12 years older than him 
and had just gotten married, rescued him 
to come live with her and her husband in 
Levittown, L.I.

Despite his high intellect, Jessen said he 
had trouble in school. He was frequently 
bored and ran into trouble with the 
teachers. He dropped out of high school 
at 16, and with his father signing off, 

joined the Air Force. 
Jessen was assigned to 
top secret missions but 
was wounded during 
an assignment. His 
military career was over 
before turning 18.

Back home, he 
married young and 
became a father with 
two daughters by age 

21. He obtained his GED and tried City 
College, but dropped out of there as well. 
Jessen worked at a bank and continued 
in the financial industry, before spending 
most of his career as an underwriter for 
insurance companies.

Along with now having five 
grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren, there is still plenty to keep 
Jessen busy. He is working with New York 
State to unify its trail system by 2020. 
The Empire State Trail will be a 750-mile 
bicycle and walking network that will span 
the state.

Jessen figures his legacy will be his 
contribution to creating trails, which is 
perfectly fine with him.

“It’s very important for me to have done 
something,” Jessen said. “I guess it’s a gift. 
It’s a gift of sort. Being a chess master’s 
nothing. That’s personal. Listening to a 
Bruckner symphony is so personal, but 
what have I done for anybody else? What 
meaning does my life have? To leave 
something better than it was before.”

know your
Neighbor

Robert Jessen
Trail Architect, Mount Kisco

This advertisement is supported in part by a grant  
from the New York State Department of Health. 

Holidays can be hard 
for families living  
with dementia ...  
We are here to help

Feeling 
overwhelmed?  
Call the Alzheimer’s 
Association’s 
24/7 Helpline at 
800.272.3900 
anytime for support 
and assistance.  
 
We have information 
and classes to help 
make the holidays 
more fun and less 
stressful. 

Visit alz.org/care 
and click on Training 
& Support for a 
variety of caregiver 
resources.

alz.org/hudsonvalley
Hudson Valley Chapter

• Airports 
• Night on the Town 
• Special Occasions 
• Birthdays 
• Business Trips 
• Concerts 
• Local & Long Distance

T a x i  &  C a r  S e r v i C e

Thank You 
Pleasantville and all surrounding areas for your loyal support.

914.610.8668
914-703-7999

Don Mulhare, OWNER  • Val Balidemaj, MANAGER

WCTLC #08-002208

pleasantvillecarservice.com
Airports • Night on the Town

Special Occasion • Birthdays • Business Trips 
Concerts • Local & Long Distance

WCTLC #08-002208

Airports • Night on the Town
Special Occasion • Birthdays • Business Trips 

Concerts • Local & Long Distance
WCTLC #08-002208

(914) 610-8668
Don Mulhare, OWNER • Val Balidemaj, MANAGER

pleasantvillecarservice.com

(914) 703-7999
Don Mulhare, OWNER • Val Balidemaj, MANAGER

10% OFF ONE WAY
AIRPORT SERVICE

First Time Reservations Only

20% OFF ROUND TRIP
AIRPORT SERVICE

First Time Reservations Only

10% OFF ONE WAY
AIRPORT SERVICE

First Time Reservations Only

20% OFF ROUND TRIP
AIRPORT SERVICE

First Time Reservations Only

Thank you to the Pleasantville Residents for Your Loyal Support
Thank you to the Hawthorne/Thornwood

Residents for Your Loyal Support
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Make your Holiday Plans 
Early with Us
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If you imaginedyou could changethe world, you’re ready for AgeWell New York.

THE WAY TO AGE WELL 
IN NEW YORK
Pe rsona l i z ed , easy  t o  unde rs t and , 
easy  t o  l i v e  w i t h  Med i ca re 
Advan tage  P resc r i p t i on  D rug  P l ans

agewel lnewyork .com

718-696-0206
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220

$0 or low cost Plan Premiums

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with Medicare and Medicaid contracts. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a 
complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-
insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, copays, co-insurance and deductibles may vary based on the 
level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details.  AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, 
discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因 種族、膚色、民族血統、年齡、殘障或 別而歧視任何人。ATTENTION: If you 
do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su 
disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援 助
服務。請致電 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). H4922_ PImagine4002 Accepted 09192017

Visit our Thornwood branch today!

Rose Hill Shopping Center
Marianne Volpi

Assistant Vice President, Branch Manager
914-769-8400

Great Rate & 100% Liquid!

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) disclosed is effective as of 9/5/2017 and may be changed by the Bank at any time.  **For the Apple Bank Money Market Account, interest earned on daily balances 
of $2,500 or more at these tiers:  $2,500-$24,999: 1.25% APY, $25,000-$49,999: 1.25% APY, $50,000-$74,999: 1.25% APY, $75,000 or more: 1.25% APY.  There is no interest paid on balances between 
$1-$2,499.  $100 minimum deposit required to open account.  $2,500 minimum daily balance required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  A combined $3,000,000 maximum deposit per house-
hold applies to the Apple Bank Money Market Account.  A household is defined as a family residing at the same address.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open accounts cannot be from an 
existing Apple Bank account.  Offer may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice.

 1. 2 5%
APY*

for balances of 
$2,500 and up**

Apple Bank Money 
Market Account
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Several years ago, 
I penned a column 
discussing the 
relative qualities 
and desirability 
of various wine 
bottle closures. 
Consumers 
continue to be 
confronted with 
an assortment of 

alternatives to the traditional natural cork. 
Plastic corks, synthetic corks, hi-tech 
natural corks, glass tops and screwcaps 
have found their way into mainstream 
America.

The market for alternative closures was 
fomented by a growing problem with 
natural cork. Inconsistent quality control 
resulted in corks containing a chemical, 
Trichloroanisole (TCA), that taints a 
bottle of wine, causing an offensive odor 
(think moldy newspapers or a wet dog) 
that makes the wine undrinkable.

I recently attended a seminar presented 
by the Portuguese Cork Association 
in conjunction with the Cork Quality 
Council, a nonprofit organization 
founded to improve quality assurance 
performance, among other missions. 
Arranged by Colangelo & Partners, a 
leading wine and spirits communications 
agency, Dr. Paulo Lopes, head of research 
at Amorim Group, the largest producer of 

natural corks in the world, presented an 
enlightening interactive session. 

Lopes presented an engaging view of 
his cork-centric focus and the good news 
coming from the industry. He focused 
on the effect of closures on wine taint, 
oxidation, reduction and Brettanomyces 
(more on these in a future column). He 
offered his insights into the evolution 
of the Portuguese cork industry, which 
brings me to this column’s subject.

But first a primer on natural cork.
The cork oak tree is a prolific source 

of cork bark. Beginning in its 25th year, 
it produces a new crop every nine to 12 
years over its 200-year life. It is said that 
when the Portuguese plant a new tree, 
“you plant not for yourself or your son, 
but for your grandson.”

The cork industry is one of the best 
examples of sustainability. The trees 
are mostly self-sustaining, requiring no 
pesticides, herbicides, soil additives or 
irrigation. Over 80 percent of the hand-
harvested bark is utilized for corks. The 
remainder is used for flooring, shoes, 
insulation and other commercial uses. 
There is no waste, making for a uniquely 
renewable product. One billion closures 
are produced annually.

At the turn of this century, it became 
clear that the Portuguese cork industry 
was its own worst enemy. It had become 
a monopoly, serving all wine regions 

with little, if any, competition. Basking 
in this aura, it became complacent. 
Defective corks were popping up with 
increasing frequency. It is estimated that 
as many as one in 15 bottles of wine 
were compromised in 2005. A number 
of winemakers fled to the growing 
availability of alternative closures.

The Portuguese responded to this sales 
slump. Improvements in production 
techniques, enhanced quality controls 
and technological innovations resulted 
in a significant reduction 
in cork taint. The 
Cork Quality Council 
estimates that the 
frequency of tainted 
wines has dropped to 
one in 100 bottles, an 
amazing improvement.

Not satisfied with this 
dramatic improvement, 
several companies have introduced new 
innovations.  

The Amorim Group of Portugal has 
developed a new technology, marketed 
as NDtech, which “individually tests each 
wine cork for TCA, using unprecedented 
fast chromatography technology.” This 
equipment can “detect any cork with 
more than 0.5 nanograms of TCA per 
liter, which will be automatically removed 
from the supply chain.” And they back up 
their claim with a guarantee of veracity. 

Is 0.5 nanograms an acceptable level? 
Consider that this is the equivalent of one 
drop of water in 800 Olympic-sized pools.

An international company, Nomacorc, 
has gone a different route. It is a non-
cork cork, produced from the sugar cane 
plant. Guaranteed to be taint-free, there 
is an additional attraction. Consider 
all of the desirable qualities of cork and 
then improve them. The Nomacorc corks 
are extruded from the plant, allowing 
customizable closures to regulate the 

amount of oxygen that 
permeates a bottle of wine 
(a very desirable quality 
to artisanal winemakers). 

My economics 
professor in college 
spouted that competition 
is the mother of 
invention and the engine 
of progress. Even in the 

most basic of industries, I might add.
Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 

Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

9 Kirby Plaza • Mt.Kisco • 242-3650 
9 N Broadway • Tarrytown • 332-8093

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-4:30 • Sun 11-5

HAIRCUTS $19
BARBER SHOP

HAIRCUT SPECIALS
MONDAYS 

Buzz Cuts $15
With #1,#2,or #3 Blade

TUES. & WEDS.
Children $15

(up to 10 years old)

Seniors $15
(over 65 years old)

THURSDAYS
All Haircuts $17

Cannot be combined with any other discounts or  
promotion. *No card punches with specials

NO 
APPOINTMENTS

Includes Punch on  
“Free Haircut Card” 

An Update on the State of the Natural Cork Industry
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Cost-saving benefits, personalized care 
Medicare Advantage 
Plans for 2018

Annual Election Period (AEP) is October 15 - December 7, 2017 

Call us today! 1-800-860-8707 TTY: 1-800-558-1125
Monday–Sunday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from October 1–February 14

Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. from February 15–September 30

www.fideliscare.org@fideliscare H3328_FC 17126 Accepted

Benefit
Original 

Medicare1

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS)

Fidelis Medicare 
$0 Premium (HMO)

Monthly Part B Premium2 $134 $38 $0

Flex Benefit None $400/year None

Part B Deductible $183 None None

PCP Copay 20% $5 $15

Specialist Copay 20% $30 $45

Outpatient Surgery in a Hospital or  
Ambulatory Surgical Center 20% $360 $360

Lab Tests $0 or 20% $20 $20

X-rays 20% $10 $10

Inpatient Copay $1,316
$360/day for days 1-5, per 

admission
$360/day for days 1-5,  

per admission

Part D Prescription Drug Coverage No
Yes, with $0 copay for 

preferred generics  
$125 deductible

Yes, with $0 copay for  
preferred generics

$0 deductible

Preventive Dental None Yes Yes

Hearing Device Discounts through TruHearing3 No Yes Yes

Money-saving Programs through My Advocate4 No Yes Yes

1These are 2017 amounts and may change for 2018. 2You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. 3Fidelis Care partners 
with TruHearing for discounted purchases of hearing devices. 4My Advocate Program, offered through a company called Altegra, 
connects members to money-saving programs, discounts, and services that may be available.  Premiums, copays, coinsurance, and 
deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This is not a complete 
listing of plans available in your service area. For a complete listing, contact the plan. The benefit information provided is a brief 
summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions 
may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our Member Services number at 1-800-860-8707 
(TTY: 1-800-558-1125). Fidelis Care is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State 
Department of Health Medicaid program. Enrollment in Fidelis Care depends on contract renewal.
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By Martin Wilbur
Attending a Chappaqua Orchestra 

performance, chances are there will be 
something that the audience hasn’t heard 
or seen before.

This Saturday afternoon, the orchestra, 
under the baton of Conductor and Music 
Director Michael Shapiro, will present 
Brahms’ “Requiem” at Manhattanville’s 
O’Byrne Chapel.

One of the 19th century composer’s 
signature pieces has been performed in 
countless venues around the world, but 
what makes Saturday’s program special 
is that for the first time the Chappaqua 
Orchestra will collaborate with the 
Westchester Choral Society to combine 
their considerable talents during the same 
program.

Shapiro said it’s always been his goal 
to work with other organizations around 
the county and the Westchester Choral 
Society, under its Music Director Frank 
Nemhauser, is as talented a chorus as you 
will find in this area.

“He has a wonderful chorus with the 
most delightful – it’s an amateur chorus 
– but very high quality with very, very 
musical choristers and very dedicated 
people,” Shapiro said. 

On Saturday, close to 60 musicians will 
take the stage accompanied by some 65 
to 70 vocalists that comprise the choral 
society. The program will also feature Nina 
Berman, who will perform the soprano 
solo, and bass/baritone Muir Ingliss. 

Combining a classic piece with great 
performers in the O’Byrne Chapel, which 
has a reputation for first-rate acoustics, 
should make for a gem of a concert.

“It’s a holy place and it’s really something 
else,” Shapiro said of the chapel. 

Nemhauser said he and the chorus, 
which was established in 1942, have been 
looking forward to performing with the 
Chappaqua Orchestra. The opportunity 

came about through orchestra Executive 
Director David Restivo, who is friendly 
with one of the chorus members. They 
were able to put the leaders together and 
schedule a program.

Despite the limited rehearsal schedule, 
Shapiro and Nemhauser said Brahms’ 
“Requiem,” more than an hour long with 
all of its movements, is something that 
both organizations are highly familiar with 
and that the Westchester Choral Society 
has performed previously.

Shapiro said he’s always wanted to 
conduct the piece but probably wasn’t up 
to the challenge until relatively recently.

“If I had done this 30 years ago or more 

I would say perhaps I wouldn’t be ready, 
but for a skilled conductor who’s had years 
of experience and knowledge of Brahms 
music, I’ve played so much of it, it’s going 
to be very natural to me,” he said.

For Shapiro, the piece has special 
meaning for him this year. Brahms wrote 
“Requiem” shortly after the deaths of his 
mother and his mentor. Robert Schumann. 
During the past year, Shapiro lost his 
mother, Jean, and his musical mentor, 
William Moses Hoffman.

But he doesn’t look at Brahms’ “Requiem” 
as melancholy because it is meant to 
console those who have experienced loss.

“He is focused on those who mourn 
rather than talking about the day of 
judgment or the dead rising from their 
graves,” Shapiro explained. “So it’s very 
interesting stuff. And it’s meant to comfort, 
and it does comfort those who perform it 
and listen to it. It’s very lyrical and it’s in 
many sections almost like a lullaby.”

Manhattanville College’s O’Byrne Castle 
is located at 2900 Purchase St. in Purchase. 
The concert is scheduled for 4 p.m. Tickets 
are $25 for adults and $10 for students. 
For tickets and more information, visit 
www.chappaquaorchestra.org or www.
westchesterchoralsociety.org.

Two of  the oldest musical organizations in the county, the Chappaqua Orchestra and the Westchester 
Choral Society, will collaborate this Saturday on a performance of  Brahms’ “Requiem” at Manhattanville 
College.

Chappaqua Orchestra, W’chester Choral Society Partner on Brahms

Tuesday, Dec. 5
The Oceans Above and Below. Lecturer 

Captain Lada Simek is a master scuba 
diver, wreck researcher, marine educator 
and United States Coast Guard Master 
Senior Director at Beneath the Sea, a 
nonprofit educational organization. He 
shares information learned in more than 
50 years of diving. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

SAT Prep Course. A 10-week, one-hour 
weekly class that will teach the test-taking 
strategies to help you get the score you 
want. Participants are strongly urged to 
attend all sessions to get the most benefit 
from the class. North Castle Public Library, 
10 Clove Rd., North White Plains. 5:15 to 
6:15 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-948-6359 or visit the 
library.

Merry Christmas Darling: Carpenters 
Christmas. Featuring Michelle Berting 
Brett, accompanied by a live, seven-piece 
Nashville band. The definitive celebration 
of the musical legacy of one of the most 
successful recording acts of all time. You’ll 
hear fascinating stories and sing along 
to songs like “Close to You,” “Yesterday 
Once More,” “We’ve Only Just Begun” 
and all your holiday favorites. Westchester 
Broadway Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, 
Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 p.m. Show at 8 

p.m. $84 per person (plus tax). Show only: 
$50 per person (plus tax). Info and tickets: 
914-592-2222 or visit broadwaytheatre.
com.

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Tuesdays through Dec. 19. Info: 914-
273-3887.

“She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry.” A 
film that follows powerful women as they 
start the second wave feminist movement 
in the 1960s and ‘70s, and gives an insight 
into the decisions that went into moving 
women’s rights in the United States 
forward. After the screening, members 
of three generations of women in one 
family – Dru van Hengel, Ginny Loughlin 
and Emily Loughlin – will discuss their 
experiences. Hosted by Assemblywoman 
Sandy Galef. Ossining Public Library’s 
Budarz Theater, 53 Croton Ave., Ossining. 
6:30 to 9 p.m. Free. Info: 914-941-1111 or 
914-941-2416.

Nature Book Club. Be a part of the 
Saw Mill River Audubon Nature Book 

Club. “The Genius of Birds” by award-
winning science writer Jennifer Ackerman 
will be discussed. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Wednesday, Dec. 6
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday (except Dec. 25 
and Jan. 1). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Student Art Show. An end-of-term 
celebration of student talent and creativity, 
exhibit reflects student accomplishments 
and faculty dedication. Includes prints, 
drawings, paintings, sculptures, digital 
images, graphic design and computer 
graphics created by students in various 
studio art classes. Westchester Community 
College’s Academic Arts Building’s Fine 
Arts Gallery at Westchester Community 
College, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Free. Exhibit runs through 
Dec. 18 Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and Thursdays from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Info: 914-606-6621 or visit www.sunywcc.

edu/gallery.
Ambassadors for Successful Aging. 

Are you aware of the benefits available 
to you as a Westchester County senior? 
Information can be provided to you 
on housing, home care, transportation 
options, counseling options, memory 
care, nutrition, vision and dental services 
along with SNAP, HEAP, EPIC and 
STAR and other programs that can save 
you money and help you plan for the 
future. Feel free to discuss a Westchester 
County “ambassador.” No appointment 
necessary. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Also Mondays at the North White Plains 
branch, 10 Clove Rd., North White Plains 
(except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-273-
3887 or 914-948-6359.

New Mommy and Daddy Meet-Up. 
Whether it’s your first child or your fifth, 
this is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with your 
baby. World Cup Nursery School, 160 
Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:25 to 11:10 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 

continued on page 26

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (except 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-769-0548 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities to 
encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (except 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-769-0548 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Medicare Consulting. James Shelly, 
certified by the Centers for Medicare 
Services, will be on hand to answer Medicare 
questions so you can make informed 
choices. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 12 to 2 
p.m. Free. Also Dec. 7. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Meditation Series: Midday Mind 
Break. Benefits of meditation include 
increasing focus and memory; increased 
health; reduced stress, anxiety and pain; 
and increased productivity and happiness. 
Led by Alka Kaminer. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd., 
East, Armonk. 12:15 p.m. Free. Also Dec. 
13 and 20. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.com.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 

relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Also Dec. 13 and 20. Info: 914-273-
3887. 

Affordable Care Act Navigator. A 
trained navigator provided by the county 
Department of Health will be available to 
help people with choosing and signing up 
for health insurance under the Affordable 
Care Act and the state health marketplace. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 2:30 to 7 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Also Thursdays from 
1 to 6 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Appointment required. Info and 
appointment for Wednesday sessions: 
914-336-6026. Info and appointment for 
Thursday and Saturday sessions: 914-813-
5192.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org. 

Temple Israel of Northern Westchester 
Sisterhood’s Book Fair. Come for your 
holiday shopping. Children, youth and 
adult books on a variety of topics and 
Judaica will be available. Temple Israel 
of Northern Westchester, 31 Glengarry 
Rd., Croton-on-Hudson. 4 to 9 p.m. Free 
admission. Also Dec. 10 from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Info: Visit www.tinw.org. 

Author Talk and Book Signing: The 
Alchemy of Italy. Barely larger than 
Arizona, the Italian peninsula has exerted 
an outside force on the world, Western 
culture and the popular imagination over 
the course of centuries. Come explore what 
it is about Italy that has made it not only so 
influential but also so beloved. Discussion 
led by Carla Gambescia, a Chappaqua 
resident, former owner of Via Vanti! in 
Mount Kisco and author of “La Dolce Vita 
University: An Unconventional Guide to 
History From A to Z.” Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 
Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

Art Series: Herb Ritts. In contrast to 
the humorous work of contemporary 
artist Wegman, take a look at the intensely 
charged images of Germaine Krull, 
who was born in Germany in 1897. Her 
collections of images from India, Thailand 
and the Congo remain as striking today 
as they were when she created them. 
Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 

Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

Third Annual Pleasantville High 
School Career Fair. Visit with local 
experts from all areas of science, 
technology, engineering and math. Learn 
of their journeys from career goal in high 
school to current career, often a twisting 
path with some surprises along the way. 
Go from table to table, talk, see responses 
to student questions and tools of the trade. 
Pleasantville High School cafeteria, 60 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 7 to 9 p.m. Free. 

“The Secret Jews of Calabria.” 
Temple Israel of Northern Westchester 
Sisterhood will present a screening of this 
documentary exploring the unlikely Italian 
community’s connection to Judaism. 
Follow Rabbi Barbara Aiello’s journey to 
discover the hidden Jewish Conversos or 
Anusim (“forced ones”) of southern Italy. 
Temple Israel of Northern Westchester, 31 
Glengarry Rd., Croton-on-Hudson. 7:30 
p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.tinw.org.

The Mavericks in Concert. Supporting 
their new album “Brand New Day,” the 
genre-defying Mavericks are declaring 
their independence and stepping out on 
their own, the group’s first studio album 
released on Mono Mundo Recordings 
Flashing the same exhilarating, beyond-
category style that has defined the 
Mavericks, the new album introduces a 
collection of taut, energetic, economical 
songs sure to be embraced by original fans 
of their top 10 albums and hit singles of 
the ‘90s and a new generation of listeners 
who have joined the party since their 
triumphant 2012 reunion. Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. 
$48, $68, $78 and $88. Also Dec. 7. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Thursday, Dec. 7
 Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 

Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday (except 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-273-3887.

Holiday Boutique. A perfect time to 
shop for gifts and holiday party attire 
and accessories. Merchandise includes 
many beautiful items including glassware, 
artwork, housewares, china, small 
appliances, home decor, bric-a-brac and 
small or accent furniture. Shoppers will 
also find gorgeous clothing, jewelry and 
accessories for both men and women 
and refreshments. Fantastic Finds, 400 
King St., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Info: 914-238-9200 or 914-962-6402, visit 
supportconnection.org/fantastic-finds or 
e-mail fantastic.finds@supportconnection.
org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities to 
encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org. 

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Henry V. Kensing Memorial 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 
p.m. Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-
8041 or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Natural Hair Care. Are you tired of 
using harsh chemicals on your hair? Would 
you like to learn how to make your own 
stains using food-grade herbs and berries? 
Mary Johnson will introduce the book 
“Natural Hair Coloring” and show you 
how to mix your own custom hair dyes. 
Bring a clean plastic container with a lid; 
all other materials will be provided. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-273-
3887 ext. 3. 

NT Live: “Young Marx.” It’s 1850 and 
Europe’s most feared terrorist is hiding in 
Dean Street, Soho. Broke and restless, the 
32-year-old revolutionary is a frothing 
combination of intellectual brilliance, 
invective, satiric wit and emotional 
illiteracy. As he is circled by creditors, 
spies, rivals and prospective seducers of 
his beautiful wife, his only hope is a job 
on the railway. Rory Kinnear is Marx 
in this rollicking new comedy, which 
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reunites the creative team behind the hit 
“One Man, Two Guvnors.” Broadcast live 
from London’s National Theatre. Jacob 
Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 p.m. Members: $25. Non-
members: $35. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Comics Club. Join Alex Conte, a 
graduate of the Kubert School, for a comics 
discussion and graphic art club for young 
adults. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Free. Also Dec. 18. Online registration 
requested. Info and registration: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Westchester’s Winter Wonderland. 
Entertainment, the “Santa Experience,” 
unlimited skating, rides, a dazzling light 
show and more. Kensico Dam Plaza, 
Valhalla. 5 to 9 p.m. $13. Thursdays 
through Sundays through Dec. 17, then 
daily through Dec. 31 (except for Dec. 24 
and 25). Thursdays from 5 to 9 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday 5 to 10 p.m. Info and 
tickets: Visit WWinterWonderland.com.

Great Books Forum Series. Marsha 
Norman’s “Night, Mother” will be 
discussed. Discussion to be led by 
Professor Cynthia Robinson. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Room 131, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 
6 to 8:30 p.m. Free. Info: info: Contact 
Professor James Werner at james.werner@
sunywcc.edu.

Painting Class. An introductory 
painting class that works with acrylics 
to create your own still-life. Have fun 
while learning a fine art. No experience 
necessary; supplies will be provided. Led 
by Virginia Garcia. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Also Dec. 14 
and 21. Registration required. Info and 
registration: Sign up at the reference desk 
or call 914-273-3887 ext. 3.

Dennis DeYoung: The Music of Styx. 
Featuring the founding member and lead 
singer and writer of seven of the Styx’s eight 
top 10 hits. His live concert with a six-piece 
band showcase the greatest hits spanning 
through the 1970s through the ‘90s, 
including “Lady,” “Babe,” “Come Sail Away,” 

“Too Much Time on My Hand,” “Best of 
Times” and “Mr. Roboto.” Plus, classic rock 
anthems “Renegade,” “Blue Collar Man,” 
“Suite Madame Blue” and “Rockin’ the 
Paradise.” Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 
Brown St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $45, $65, $75 
and $95. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or 
visit www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Friday, Dec. 8
Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with 

Amy. A great dance fitness workout for 
those who like to sweat, sizzle and tone 
while moving to the beat of exhilarating 
rhythms with a low impact/high intensity 
approach. A perfect class for those who 
need to protect vulnerable body parts such 
as knees, shoulders and back. Try a free 
trial class. Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 
Memorial Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 
11 a.m. to noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every 
Friday. Also Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Info: Call or text the instructor at 914-643-
6162.

Christmas Tree Sale. The North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 will once again 
be selling Christmas trees as a fundraising 
event. North White Plains Firehouse, 621 
N. Broadway, North White Plains. 4 to 8 
p.m. Trees are priced according to size and 
type while supplies last. Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays through Dec. 23. Fridays 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Info: 914-949-3575 
or e-mail ncsfd1@optonline.net.

Friday Night Cinema: “White 
Christmas.” A screening of this holiday 
classic. Post-screening discussion led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 

Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Open Mic Night. This is not your 
average open mic. The big stage, amazing 
acoustics, high-end equipment and 
experienced sound engineer create a 
concert-like experience in Purpl’s friendly, 
laid-back environment. Come to play or 
just to watch. Purpl, 52 Main St., Hastings-
on-Hudson. Doors open and sign up at 
7:30 p.m. Show starts at 8 p.m. $8. Info: 
914-231-9077 or visit www.purpl.org.

“Liar.” The Armonk Players present 
this adaptation of Pierre Corneille’s 17th 
century farce “Le Menteur.” Hours after 
arriving in Paris, the charismatic Dorante 
is smitten by a pair of lovely young ladies 
and confounded by a case of mistaken 
identity. Not to worry, this scoundrel is 
handsome, charming – and a pathological 
liar. He wins admirers wherever he goes, 
so long as he never has to tell the truth. 
Experience an outrageous chain of events 
involving intricate misunderstandings, 
hilarious fabrications and complicated 
lies in this delightfully ingenious and 
irreverent update of a classic French romp. 
Whippoorwill Hall, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 8 p.m. Adults: $20. Students 
(18 and under): $10. Also Dec. 9. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.ArmonkPlayers.org.

Saturday, Dec. 9
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester, and the one voted “Best of 
Westchester” from 2014 to 2017. With 
over 40 vendors participating in the 
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When I was a child growing up in Pennsylvania, 
I stayed in touch with my grandparents in Florida 
through visits to their home, phone calls and letters. 

I eagerly awaited the mail delivery when I knew a 
letter was arriving for me. My grandfather typed his 
letters, adding doodles he drew along with cut-outs 
of comic strips and other creative touches. Those 
letters are among my most 
treasured keepsakes. 

My grandmother preferred 
to write letters by hand, 
choosing pretty stationary 
and careful, neat, cursive 
words to share the latest news in her neighborhood 
or describe the most recent watercolor painting she 
created. 

Sending and receiving handwritten notes is still 
one of my greatest pleasures. I think it adds to our 
overall feeling of well-being, to get in touch through 
this traditional, thoughtful form of communication.

This Thursday, Dec. 7 is recognized as Letter 
Writing Day, and I encourage you to craft and 

mail a letter to someone you care about; it will be a 
wonderful surprise for the recipient to receive! 

Think about how many messages we typically 
send each day through various forms of social 
media. A handwritten personal letter stands out 
and conveys to the reader a special thoughtfulness.

The handwritten note doesn’t need to be lengthy; 
its beauty is in its simplicity 
and sincerity. A gift idea 
I came across at a recent 
birthday party celebration is 
for each guest to be invited 
to write a memory, wish or 

other sentiment on a small, decorative, lavender-
colored, heavy-stock card. The cards are placed 
into a ribbon-decorated basket and presented as a 
birthday gift to be read and savored over time.

Our local community includes a shop that 
supports and suggests creative ideas like this, along 
with offerings of beautiful stationary for inspiration: 
The King’s Scribe (http://www.kingsscribe.com) in 
Chappaqua. Visiting this shop feels as though you 

are spending time 
revisiting a special 
memory or treasure 
from childhood. 

With its roots 
there, it allows space 
to explore sharing 
our thoughts, writing 
them (whether our 
cursive is legible or 
not) and sending that 
note off to delight its 
receiver.

Joanne Witmyer is 
the founder of Indigo 
Health and Wellness 
based in Briarcliff 

Manor. She teaches group classes, offers wellness 
consulting to companies and helps individuals 
achieve their health goals, particularly during times 
of change and transition. You can reach Joanne at 
914-208-1022 or Joanne@IndigoHW.com.  

The Special Benefits of Receiving a Handwritten Note

By Joanne Witmyer

Nourish
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indoor market, the delicious good time 
continues. Pleasantville Middle School 
cafeteria, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays through 
March 31, 2018. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Holiday Train Show. Train lovers of all 
ages will love the HO gauge model trains on 
display among replicas of area landmarks. 
Courtesy of the Yonkers Model Railroad 
Club. Members of the club will be on hand 
to answer questions. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Regular admission. Also Dec. 
10, 16 and 17. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Saturday. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 
Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 
a.m. Free. Saturdays and Sundays through 
Dec. 17. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Medical Marijuana: The Facts With Dr. 
Julie Chin. Patients are looking for reliable 
information but there are few trusted 
health care resources. For more than 15 
years, Chin integrated medical cannabis 
to patients in California, which has had 
legalized medical marijuana since 1996. 
Now practicing in New York City and 
White Plains, Chin will provide valuable 
information on medical marijuana and 
the New York State law and discuss the 
benefits and potential harms. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-864-
8041 or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Dynamic Gentle Yoga. Experience 
a mindful style of yoga movement that 
opens and stimulates, releases aches and 
pains and de-stresses. This accessible, 
inclusive, stimulating and empowering 
gentle yoga practice is noted for smooth, 
soothing movement to explore pain-free 

range of motion. Using detailed alignment 
cues and specific breath cueing, learn 
innovative methods to safely serve the 
varied needs of those seeking out gentle 
yoga. Led by Rudy Peirce. Presented by 
the Yoga Teachers Association (YTA) of 
the Hudson Valley. Yoga Studio at Club 
Fit, 584 N. State Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 1:30 
to 4:30 p.m. Advance registration: YTA 
members--$45. Non-members: $65. At the 
door: YTA members--$55. Non-members: 
$75. Pre-registration: Visit www.ytayoga.
com. Info: Contact Audrey Brooks at 914-
582-7816 or e-mail ytapresident@gmail.
com.

Ragtag Theatre’s Cinderella. Follow a 
group of poor Italian actors as they present 
a hilarious musical romp through the 
timeless tale of Cinderella, complete with 
roller-skating fairy godmothers, selfie-
taking stepsisters, furry kicks substituting 
for glass slippers and, lo and behold, Carol 
Channing – or a reasonable facsimile 
thereof! This adaption is performed 
street theatre-style, with larger than 
life characters, colorful song and dance 
numbers, plenty of pop culture references 
and a positive message for kids about their 
self-worth. Chappaqua Performing Arts 
Center, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 2 
p.m. $17.50. Info: 914-458-5143 or visit 
www.ChappaquaPAC.org. Tickets: 800-
745-3000 or visit www.Ticketmaster.com.

New Films Now: “The Glass Castle.” 
A new monthly series consisting of the 
Chappaqua Public Library’s most recent 
DVD releases screened in the library’s 
theater. This Destin Daniel Cretton 2017 
film adaptation of Jeannette Wall’s memoir 
starring Brie Larson, Naomi Watts and 
Woody Harrelson is the story of a young 
girl coming of age in a dysfunctional 
family of nonconformists. Discussion led 
by film historian and Chappaqua librarian 
Philip Harwood. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Pack Chat for Kids. This is the best 
introduction to wolves for families with 
young children. Kids will learn about the 
mythology surrounding wolves and the 
important role they play in the natural 
world. Guests will visit ambassador wolves 
Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr as well as 
the critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican gray wolves. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 2 p.m. Adults: $14. 
Children (under 12): $11. Also Dec. 28 at 11 
a.m. and Dec. 30 at 2 p.m. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 914-
763-2373 or visit www.nywolf.org.

“Fractured Family Tales.” Ossining’s 
Westchester Collaborative Theater presents 
its fall 2017 mainstage production and the 
premiere performance of four compelling 
one acts that tackle today’s trending topics 
through the lens of the family dynamic. 
The quartet offers an engrossing blend of 

hilarious farce, dark comedy, poignant 
lyricism and gut-wrenching drama, written 
by local award-winning playwrights and 
directed by celebrated NYU Tisch School 
of the Arts Professor Nathan Flower, 
known for his work Off Broadway, abroad 
and at various actor studios in Manhattan. 
Talk-back sessions with the playwright and 
cast will follow the matinee performances. 
Westchester Collaborative Theater, 23 
Water St., Ossining. 2 and 8 p.m. $25. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.wctheater.org.

Evening Howl for Pups of All Ages. 
Enjoy visiting the wolves during their 
favorite hour – dusk. Learn about the 
mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why November is a 
magical time for packs in North America. 
Guests will take a short sunset hike to 
howl with ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican 
wolves. All guests will be served weather 
appropriate treats. Please bring flashlights. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 5 
p.m. Adults: $16. Children (under 12): $13. 
Also Dec. 30. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Visit www.
nywolf.org.

Hoff-Barthelson Music School’s 
Festival Orchestra Winter Concert. 
Under the direction of Jun Nakabayashi, 
listen to Beethoven’s Coriolan Overture, 
Haydn’s Cello Concerto No. 2 in D Major, 
Op. 101 and Wagner’s Siegfried Idyl. New 
York Philharmonic cellist Sumire Kudo 
joins the festival orchestra as guest soloist 
for the Haydn Concerto. Community 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 
468 Rosedale Ave., White Plains. 7 p.m. 
Suggested admission: Adults--$20. 
Students: Free. Info: 914-723-1169, visit 
www.hbms.org or e-mail hb@hbms.org.

The Westchester Chordsmen Chorus 
Winter Concert. A variety of holiday 
songs performed by the entire chorus 
and selected quartets. This event is a 
fundraiser for the chorus, which is a 
nonprofit organization. Light dessert-type 
refreshments will be provided. French-
American School, 111 Larchmont Rd., 
Larchmont. 7:30 p.m. Adults: $25. Students 
and children: $10. Info and tickets: 914-
298-7464 or visit www.chordsmen.org.

The Brentano Quartet. Since its 
inception in 1992, the Brentano String 
Quartet has appeared throughout the 
world to popular and critical acclaim. 
Featuring Serena Canin, violin; Mark 
Steinberg, violin; Misha Amory, viola; and 
Nina Lee, cello. Purchase College Recital 
Hall, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 8 
p.m. $50. Info and tickets: 914-251-6200 or 
visit www.artscenter.org.

Darlingside in Concert. When the 
members of Darlingside gather around 
a single microphone and let their richly-
textured voices loose, it quickly becomes 
no wonder that the quartet was named Folk 

Alliance International’s Artist of the Year 
in 2015, and have won them praise from 
Rolling Stone, The New Yorker and NPR. 
Subtle musical shadings take cues from 
‘60s folk, chamber pop, bluegrass, classical 
music and modern indie rock, while 
aching harmonies are complemented by 
tones from the harmonium, frailing banjo, 
12-string electric guitar, Wurlitzer, auto-
chord organ and grand piano. Irvington 
Town Hall Theater, 85 Main St., Irvington. 
8 p.m. $30. Info and tickets: Visit www.
irvingtontheater.com.

18th Annual Holiday Extravaganza 
Whiz-Bang Shin-Dig Concert. Sloan 
Wainwright and friends will get the holiday 
season off to a rollicking, tune-filled start 
with an uplifting evening of holiday music. 
Wainwright has assembled a big band, 
her backup singers, The Snow Flakes, and 
special guests to unpack traditional and 
contemporary holiday favorites as well as 
many original songs. Bedford Presbyterian 
Church, 44 Village Green, Bedford. 8 
p.m. $45. Info and tickets: Visit www.
sloanwainwright.com.

Sunday, Dec. 10
Wolves of North America. Learn about 

the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why it’s a special 
time for packs in North America. Whether 
the wolves are living on the Arctic tundra 
or the woodlands of the southwest, wolf 
families are out searching for prey as their 
pups prepare for their first winter season. 
Guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 1 p.m. Adults: $14. Children (under 
12): $11. Also Dec. 27, 29, 30 and 31 at 11 
a.m. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: 914-763-2373 or visit 
www.nywolf.org. 

Celestial Harmonies. Music from 
Copland House founding and principal 
artists Derek Bermel (clarinet), Curtis 
Macomber (violin), Alexis Pia Gerlach 
(cello) and Michael Boriskin (piano) 
perform the monumental “Quartet for 
the End of Time” by Olivier Messiaen, 
inspired by St. John’s recounting of the 
Apocalypse in “The Book of Revelations.” 
Introducing this magisterial musical 
and spiritual event will be best-selling 
author, religious historian and Princeton 
professor Elaine Pagels. Followed by a 
post-concert meet-the-artists reception. 
Merestead, 455 Bryam Lake Rd., Mount 
Kisco. 3 p.m. $25. Friends of Copland 
House: $20. Students (with ID): $10. Info 
and tickets: 914-788-4659 or visit www.
coplandhouse.org.

An Afternoon With Sonia Manzano. 
This actress, author and education 
advocate is best known as Maria on 
“Sesame Street,” inspiring, educating and 
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delighting children and families for more 
than 30 years. She will share her story of 
resilience and determination growing 
up with limited means. Manzano is a 
master storyteller who will share her life 
experiences with humor and substance. 
Followed by a Q&A and book signing 
opportunity for audience members. 
Books will be available for purchase. The 
Harvey School, 260 Jay St., Katonah. 4 
p.m. $35. Info and tickets: 914-232-3161 
ext. 161 or visit www.harveyschool.org/
harveypresents.

Monday, Dec. 11
Morning Bird Walk. Go birding with 

the Saw Mill River Audubon. Beginners 
welcome. Rain or shine. Rockefeller State 
Park Preserve, 125 Phelps Way (Route 
117), Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. Free. Meets 
the second Monday of each month. Info: 
Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.org.

Master Networker Meeting. Join this 
high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
719 Bedford Rd., Bedford Hills (next to 
ShopRite). 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). 
RSVP suggested. Info and RSVP: Contact 

Tina Campbell at 914-441-1383 or e-mail 
tinacampbell@masternetworks.net. or 
just drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) Drop 
in or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Here We Are Together: Story Time 
for Children. From newborns to school-
age children, with a parent or caregiver. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 11:45 a.m. 
Free. Every Monday (except Dec. 25 
and Jan. 1). Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

The Glenn Miller Orchestra. Still one 
of the greatest bands of all time, hear 
all of their hits, including “Moonlight 
Serenade,” “Tuxedo Junction,” “In the 
Mood,” “A String of Pearls,” “Chattanooga 
Choo Choo” and more. Westchester 
Broadway Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, 
Elmsford. Lunch at 11:15 a.m. Show at 
1 p.m. $64 per person (plus tax). Show 
only: $50 per person (plus tax). Dinner 
at 6:15 p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $84 per 
person (plus tax). Show only: $50. Info 

and tickets: 914-592-2222 or visit www.
broadwaytheatre.com. 

Jewelry Making Workshop. Beading 
instructor Joan Lloyd makes hundreds 
of pairs of earrings that she donates to 
battered women’s shelters countrywide. 
Students in grades 5 and up are invited 
to come and learn to make earrings. For 
every pair you make to keep, you must 
make a second pair to donate. All materials 
provided. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Wreath Workshop. Make a beautiful 
wreath for your visitors to see as they 
enter your home.

Supplies will be provided. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Sign up 
at the reference desk or call 914-273-3887 
ext. 3.  

Belly Dancing. Learn this captivating 
Middle Eastern dance and enrich your 
cultural knowledge. Whether you want 
to dance professionally or just have fun 
and get in shape, this is the place to start. 
Josie’s International School of Dance, 42 
Memorial Plaza, Level B, Pleasantville. 7 
p.m. $20. Every Monday (except Dec. 25 
and Jan. 1). Info: 914-332-8670 or visit 
www.josiedance.com.

Tuesday, Dec. 12
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Music & Movement. Shake, shimmy 
and dance. For children two to five years 
old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 11:45 a.m. 
Free. Every Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

The New York Tenors: Christmas 
Special. The New York Tenors, featuring 
Daniel Rodriguez, Andy Cooney and 
Christopher Macchio, celebrate the holiday 
season in this evening of Christmas spirit. 
Inspirational performances of newly 
created and timeless Christmas classics 
move the audience from the days of Irving 
Berlin to the millennium. Westchester 
Broadway Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, 
Elmsford. Lunch at 11:15 a.m. Show at 1 
p.m. $64 per person (plus tax). Show only: 
$50 per person (plus tax). Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $84 per person (plus 
tax). Show only: $50 per person (plus tax). 
Info and tickets: 914-592-2222 or visit 
www.broadwaytheatre.com. 

By Anna Young
Families packed the Fox Lane High 

School gym Sunday afternoon as the 
Bedford Central School District hosted 
its fourth annual Basketball Bash where 
several teachers and administrators faced 
off against the Harlem Wizards.

While the community cheered on their 
dutiful educators, students sported their 
favorite Wizard jerseys as the professional 
showmen thrilled the audience with slam 
dunks and tricks shots while entertaining 
the crowd to raise money for student 
enrichment programs in the district. 

More than $6,000 was raised and will be 
divided between the district’s elementary 
school parent associations, said event co-
chair Annie Bai.  

“This event is a really good way to bring 
all the families together,” Bai said.

The Harlem Wizards take their 
theatrical basketball show around 
the United States to help schools and 
organizations exceed their fundraising 
expectations by providing an interactive 
and enthusiastic community-building 
event. 

Despite the faculty’s obvious 
disadvantage, the 15-member team 
held its own, receiving loud cheers and 
applause from the community after they 
would score on the Wizards.

Mount Kisco Elementary School 
Principal Inas Morsi-Hogans said it was 
her first time participating in the district 
fundraiser and was excited to get on the 
court and entertain students and their 
families.

“I’m going to make a fool out of myself 
and have a great time,” she said.  

Prior to the game, several students 

warmed up with the Harlem Wizards 
and were made honorary members of 
the team, wearing jerseys signed by the 
players. 

“It’s always a pleasure to be back here,” 
said Wizard Eric “Broadway” Jones.

Between quarters, Wizard players 
engaged the audience, dancing with 
children in the stands and the faculty on 
the court, acting out comedy sketches, 

taking photos and signing autographs. 
Children were also brought onto the 
court for a chance to win prizes. 

“This event is always so much fun and 
the kids have such a great time,” said 
parent Alaina Mazzuca, who attended 
with her three kids. “It’s entertainment 
from start to finish and the staff does a 
great job putting this together every year.”

Razzle-Dazzle Wizards Put on Show in Bedford School Fundraiser

continued from page 28

Some of  the students from the Bedford School District’s elementary schools were made honorary 
members of  the Harlem Wizards, posing with the team during Sunday’s Basketball Bash at Fox Lane 
High School. 

ANNA YOUNG PHOTOS
Harlem Wizard Eric “Broadway” Jones, poses with 
some of  his fans at last Sunday’s Basketball Bash 
at Fox Lane High School. The charity event raised 
more than $6,000 for student programs in the 
Bedford School District.
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 120517

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-
pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-

cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KILLI-
METT DATA CONSULTING, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New York (SSNY) on Sept 
6th 2017.  Location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent for service of 
process on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy 
of process to: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: To pro-
vide data management consulting. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION 100 WATTS 
CONSULTING, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/20/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 120 Brite Ave., 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any law-
ful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION MPC 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/12/2017. Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to: 
80 Random Farms Dr., Chappaqua, NY 
10514. Purpose: Any lawful acts.

MILCA ENTERPRISE, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 10/11/17. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 7014 13th Av-
enue Suite 202, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LBJ  
SOLUTIONS, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on October 30, 2017. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 

served. SSNY shall mail process to: Louis 
Bastone 88 Lyons Road Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: HON-
ORABLE REALTY, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 10/25/17. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 148 North Terrace Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, NY 10550. Purpose: Real Estate 
purposes.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
YORK SHITTY LLC. Articles of Org. 
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on July 18, 2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY is designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail service of pro-
cess (SOP) to UNITED STATES CORPO-
RATION AGENTS, INC. @ 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228, UNITED STATES 
CORPORATION AGENTS, INC. is des-
ignated as agent for SOP at 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COR-
DOVA MANAGEMENT, LLC. ARTS. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/08/17. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 1251 Wilson Road, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 336 
WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of state of NY on 11/10/2017. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 336 Washington 
Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: Flaggers Unlimited Plus, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/10/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 66 Leon-
ardo Dr. North Haven, CT, principal 
business location of the LLC. Purpose: 
any lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. 
ELIA WELLNESS, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/01/17. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 

SSNY shall mail process to M. Elia Well-
ness, LLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 East Main 
Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588 Purpose: 
For any legal purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING: MODIFICA-
TION TO THE SAW MILL VALLEY 
SANITARY SEWER DISTRICT BY 
THE REMOVAL OF ONE (1) PARCEL 
OF PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF 
NEW CASTLE; NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING 
WILL BE HELD BY THE BOARD OF 
LEGISLATORS OF WESTCHESTER 
COUNTY ON THE 11th DAY OF DE-
CEMBER, 2017 AT 10:30 A.M. IN THE 
CHAMBERS OF THE WESTCHESTER 
COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS, 
8TH FLOOR, 148 MARTINE AVENUE, 
WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF HEARING PERSONS OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE RE-
MOVAL FROM THE SAW MILL VAL-
LEY SANITARY SEWER DISTRICT OF 
LAND IN THE TOWN OF NEW CASTLE 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FEA-
SIBILITY REPORT OF THE ACTING 
COMMISSIONER OF ENVIRONMEN-
TAL FACILITIES, DATED NOVEMBER 
22, 2017, BY STREET ADDRESS AND 
TAX MAP DESIGNATION AS FOL-
LOWS: 51 COWDIN CIRCLE, SECTION 
93.13, BLOCK 2, LOT 3 A COPY OF 
THE REPORT AND MAP PREPARED 
BY THE ACTING COMMISSIONER OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITIES IS ON 
FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK 
OF THE BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
AND MAY BE INSPECTED THERE BY 
ANY INTERESTED PARTY DURING 
BUSINESS HOURS. CLERK OF THE 
COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW YORK
Dated: December 4, 2017, White Plains, 
New York

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
UPSTATE NY LAND! 5 to 41 acre tracts! 
Waterfront, old farmland, country bldg 
lots! Liquidation prices. Terms. Call 888-
905-8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@theexaminernews.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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By Tony Pinciaro
Matt Grippi has accomplished 

everything a wrestler can in his storied 
career, yet the Fox Lane senior has one 
remaining goal – win a state title.

Following consecutive New York State 
finals appearances, Grippi is determined 
to make the third time a charm.

Grippi enters the season with his 
focus on wrestling, for he has committed 
to attend North Carolina State in 
September and continue wrestling. He 
will join fellow Westchesterite, Sam 
Melikian (a Fordham Prep graduate) and 
Connecticut’s Kevin Jack. Both wrestlers 
are Iowa Style Wrestling School alumni. 
Former Fox Lane great and North 
Carolina State wrestling alum, Sam 
Speno, lives in the area.

“It feels like a weight has been lifted 
off of my shoulders,” said Grippi of 
committing to college prior to the season. 
“A lot of factors went into my decision. I 
loved the campus. Also, the academics is 
great and the coaches have a great system 
to make sure you succeed not only 
athletically, but also academically.

“Knowing that there are a lot of familiar 
faces in Raleigh was a huge factor. Sam 
(Speno) was also a huge help because he 
knows what it take to compete at the next 
level and he has been through all of the 
battles. He has helped me improve myself 
as a wrestler and has consistently told 
me that N.C. State is the best fit for me 
to accomplish the goals I’m looking for at 
the collegiate level.

“Now, all I will focus on is getting what 
I’ve worked hard for and that is a New 
York State title.”

This is scary for any Grippi opponent. 
What will make facing him even more 
imposing is Grippi’s altered tactical 
approach.

“Typically, I’m a defensive wrestler, 
but this offseason I have been working 
very hard on getting off more attacks 
and generating more offense,” he said. 
“The past years have helped a lot because 
I know I am right there and I am very 
capable of winning a state title. I just 
need to perform when it matters most. 
Hopefully, this year is going to be the 
year. That is the plan.”

While Grippi is focused on an 
individual goal, he is impressed with 
what the team has shown in preseason 
and the first action of the year as Fox 
Lane went 5-0 to win the Ossining Dual-
Meet Tournament. Last year, Fox Lane 
finished sixth in the Section 1 Division I 
Championships.

Joining Grippi are Johnny Santos, the 
Section 1 Division I 195-pound runner-
up and wild-card entrant in the state 
championships, Amos Rivera, a sixth-
place sectional finisher last year, Matias 
Rivera, Quincy Downes and  Ben Antin.

The newcomers to the team include 
freshmen Lucas Freidman and Griffin 
Zegras and eighth-grader Jake Hoffman.

Fox Lane coach Anthony Rodrigues 
welcomes back a familiar face to the 
coaching staff — his son and former Fox 
Lane great, Steven Rodrigues. Rodrigues, 
a state champion and all-American 
while wrestling at Illinois, returns to his 
roots after a year as Stanford’s assistant 
wrestling coach. The team is more than 
excited to have him back.

“I have the best training partner in the 
country,” Grippi said. “Steven has helped 
me adapt to the style of wrestling that I 
need in order to be successful and has 
also helped me with the mental aspects, 
as well. It has been extremely helpful and 
it will be a huge part of my success this 
season because of him.”

The Section 1 Division I Dual-Meet 
Tournament opens Wednesday with 
the first two rounds. The quarterfinal 
matches will be Tuesday, Dec. 12, then 
the semifinals, championship and third-
place match will be Thursday, Dec. 14, at 
Horace Greeley.

Fox Lane is seeded seventh and will 
wrestle Mount Vernon in the first round. 
Fox Lane will then face the R.C. Ketcham-
Yonkers winner immediately following.

Since the inception of the two-
division format in New York in 2004, 
Division II, or small schools, began as a 
Nanuet-Ardsley battle for the team title. 
Eventually, Putnam Valley and Edgemont 
then muscled their respective ways into 
the top four.

During this stretch, one team always 
flew under the proverbial radar. 
Pleasantville, coached by the veteran and 
highly-respected Bob Bernarducci, was 
always within striking distance of a team 
title.

The Panthers broke through in 2010 to 
win their first sectional title and last year 
added their second.

Pleasantville had five finalists, 
including two sectional champions in 
Len Balducci (106 pounds), who finished 
fourth in the state, and Victor Perlleshi 
(120 pounds). Pleasantville added seven 
more wrestlers in the top six of their 
respective weight class.

Even though the Panthers had Doug 
Crocitto, Carlos DeJesus, Greg May, 
Henry Cunniffe and Luke Pregiato 
graduate, there is a deep returning core.

Balducci, a sophomore, and Perlleshi, 
a junior, headline this group. They are 
joined by freshman Michael Balducci, 
Len’s younger brother, a third-place 
sectional finisher, and junior Jaden 
Kammer, also third in the section. Also 
returning are fourth-place sectional 
finishers Nayshawn Marks and Aidan 
Canfield, both sophomores, and juniors 
Chris May and Michael Perlleshi, 

both fifth-place finishers. Pleasantville 
welcomes back junior Sebby Senande, 
who missed last year with an injury, after 
a 25-win freshman year.

Some new wrestlers to keep an eye on 
for Pleasantville include junior Nolan 
Egan and eighth-grader Quinn Egan.

“We are hoping to continue the success 
of last season,” said Bernarducci, in his 
28th year at Pleasantville and 35th overall. 
“A key component will be replacing the 
graduated leadership. I expect our lineup 
to be very strong in the light weights 
with several experienced wrestlers in 
the upper weights. I am hoping for some 
newcomers to step up where we are thin 
in weights.

“Our ultimate goal is to repeat as 
section champs and I see it as a four-team 
race with Pearl River, Putnam Valley and 
Pawling.”

The Section 1 Division II Dual-Meet 
Championship commences Thursday, 
Dec. 7, with the first two rounds. The 
final will be Wednesday, Dec. 13.

Pleasantville will host the first two 
rounds. The Panthers will face an out-
bracket winner and then face the winner 
of Irvington-Putnam Valley for a berth in 
the final.

Byram Hills’ coach Joey Grippi comes 
into the season optimistic even though 
the team’s best wrestler – Luca Errico – 
transferred.

Errico, the 2017 Section 1 Division I 
132-pound champion, is now going to 
school across the border at The Brunswick 
School in Greenwich (Ct.).

Errico’s departure will be felt, but 
Grippi has something he has not had his 
previous two years – numbers.

“I am very excited about this team this 
year,” said Grippi, a two-time sectional 
champ and state place finisher for Fox 
Lane. “After having five wrestlers or less 
my first two years, we have 12 to start out 
this season.”

Senior Colin Grimm, who will wrestle 
in the 138- and 145-pound weight classes, 
is one of three veterans back for Grippi. 
Sophomores Alex Behar (160/170) and 
John Fortugno (99/106) complete the 
experienced trio.

A pair of eighth-graders move into 
the starting lineup in Justin Fortugno 
(99 pounds) and Anthony Loumbas 
(145/152).

“The main difference I see between this 
year and last year is the eagerness to learn 
and grow with my new wrestlers,” said 
Grippi, an all-American while wrestling 
at Springfield. “They are always asking 
questions and trying to learn more and 
I think we have a lot of potential on this 
team. We have some veterans who are 
also doing a good job steering them in 
the right direction.”

The coaching staff has become a family 

affair this season as younger brother Peter 
is the new assistant coach. Peter Grippi 
was a sectional place finisher during his 
Fox Lane career.

“I’ve had some very good assistant 
coaches my first two years in Mike 
Ahearn and Dean Rogener, and Pete has 
done a great job picking up right where 
Mike and Dean left off and Pete is doing 
a great job working with the wrestlers,” 
Grippi said.

Byram Hills opens the season with 
the Section 1 Division I Dual-Meet 
Tournament. Byram Hills is seeded 16th 
and will wrestle No. 17 Ossining in a 
first-round match. The winner faces top-
seeded North Rockland.

Along with the dual-meet tournament, 
the Grippi brothers will bring Byram Hills 
to the Ted Murphy Shoreline Wrestling 
Classic (New Rochelle) and Westchester 
County Championships. Joey Grippi said 
Byram Hills also has a couple of slots in 
the prestigious Eastern States Wrestling 
Championships.

Horace Greeley enters the season 
looking to build off an excellent 2016-
17 season. The Quakers won a league 
title and finished fourth in the Section 1 
Division I Wrestling Championships.

Coaches Mike DeBellis and Anthony 
Tortora had a pair of sectional third-
place finishers – Joe Sasso and Stephen 
Nadler – graduate, but the Quakers have 
experienced, sectional place finishers 
back.

Junior Aaron Wolk was a sectional 
runner-up in the 160-pound weight class 
and received a wild-card berth to the 
state championships. Wolk, who went 
34-8 last year, became Greeley’s second 
wild card, joining fellow sectional finalist, 
Scott Wymbs in 2013.

Senior Jacob Ferreira placed second in 
the 170-pound weight class and finished 
with a 34-5 record. Junior Matthew 
Schreiber finished fourth at 99 pounds 
and was 32-8 last year.

DeBellis noted that Greeley has 
several freshmen who are ready to make 
contributions, specifically Colin Dunne 
and Chris Dwyer.

“We have a seasoned team in that we 
have a big senior class that can make a 
big difference in dual meets and in the 
postseason,” said DeBellis, a sectional 
champion for Carmel.

The Quakers opened the season 
Saturday with a third-place finish 
(3-1 record) in the Greely Dual-Meet 
Tournament. Chris Dorner, Josh 
McMillan, Wolk and Ferreira all went 4-0 
and Schreiber was 3-1.

Greeley is seeded third in the Section 
1 Division I Dual-Meet Championships, 
beginning Thursday, Dec. 6. Greeley will 
open with Eastchester and then face the 
Harrison-Brewster winner.

Local Wrestlers Expecting Big Things This Season
ExaminerSports
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By Andy Jacobs
There was just a bit of irony as brand 

new Horace Greeley girls’ basketball 
coach Sarah Benischek made her debut 
late Friday afternoon inside, of all places, 
the gymnasium at Lakeland High School. 

After all, just over a decade ago, 
Benischek was a sharpshooting guard, 
and captain, on the ultra-talented 
Lakeland Hornets team that won 27 
straight games and captured the state’s 
Class A championship. So as she stood 
along the sideline guiding the Quakers for 
the first time, it was impossible for her to 
avoid a flood of emotions. 

“Yeah, it was surreal, it was awesome,” 
she would say afterwards. “A lot of people 
are still here that I love. I saw them 
yesterday and told them I wanted to sit on 
our bench, not on the guest bench. That 
was probably the weirdest part for me. 
I’ve never been on THAT sideline before. 
But it was awesome. I mean, this is home.”

Unfortunately for Benischek, her 
Quaker squad could not quite replicate 
the same sort of storybook finish she grew 
used to in Shrub Oak. Despite 13 points 
from Brianna Gadaleta and 11 apiece 
from Safia Gecaj and Jessica Harris, 
Greeley fell to the host Hornets 44-41 in 
the opening round of the ninth annual 
Carolyn Conroy Memorial Basketball 
Tournament. 

The Quakers, trailing by nine points 
with just under five minutes remaining, 
managed to narrow the Lakeland lead to 
a single point and then would have forced 
an overtime session if Gadaleta had been 
able to connect on a 3-point try from the 
top of the key in the final seconds.  

“We had a great, great look,” said 
Benischek of the shot by her junior guard. 
“That’s a great player that took that shot. 
Brianna’s phenomenal. You ask me 10 
times, give her a wide-open, top-of-the-

key 3, do I want that? I’d say yes, no matter 
what point in the game, no matter what’s 
the score. Her wide open at the top of the 
key, I’m gonna say yes. She’s that good.”

On a day the Quakers only made 12 of 
their 28 free throws, they trailed 22-16 
at halftime. Greeley’s last lead, 7-6, came 
on a 3-pointer from Rachel Janis with a 
minute left in the opening quarter. But 
the Hornets answered at the other end 
with a trey by Sarah Carroll and never 
trailed again the rest of the way. 

“I told my team it was a tale of two 
stats,” said Benischek. “It was missed 
layups and it was missed free throws. If 
we made half of our free throws that we 
missed or half our layups we missed, we 
would’ve won by 20 or 30. So it’s tough. 
But they fought, they battled, they played 

good defense and they talked. 
They communicated. They 
came out with a hunger, so I 
can’t really say anything.”

Gadaleta had eight of her 
points in the third quarter when 
the Quakers were outscoring 
Lakeland 17-13 to close 
within two points heading to 
the final period. Harris, just 
a sophomore, made two free 
throws with just over a minute 
left in the stanza and then 
provided an old-fashioned 
3-point play 35 seconds later 
that tied the score at 33 apiece. 

But a bucket by eighth-
grader Tyler Hormazabal, her 
only one of the game, on a 
baseline drive with six seconds 
remaining in the third quarter 
began a 9-0 Lakeland spurt, 
and the Quakers were forced 
to play catch-up the entire final 
period. A couple of jump shots 

by Harris near the foul line, followed by 
a basket from Gecaj, enabled Greeley to 
respond with its own 8-0 burst that sliced 
the deficit to 42-41. But Jessica Ascencao’s 
shot in the lane with 17 seconds to go 
put the Hornets back up by three points 
and set the stage for Gadaleta’s 3-point 
attempt with time running out. 

“We were down by nine at one point 
and fought back,” said Benischek, whose 
first varsity victory had to wait until the 
next day when the Quakers defeated 
Clarkstown North 44-35 in the tourney’s 
consolation game. “They fought. They 
should be proud of it. They did not give 
up tonight. That’s what we need this year 
and moving forward with this program 
for the future. If they can fight, they’ll be 
in any game.”

And if the wins start to come in 
bunches, Benischek might even start to 
feel like she did back when she wore a 
Lakeland uniform. She quickly found out 
Friday that watching from the bench is far 

different than running up and down the 
court as a player. 

“A lot of adrenaline,” she said of her 
initial game at the Quaker helm. “Probably 
more nerves and more anxiety than I’ve 
ever had in this gym before because when 
I played I felt I was in control. Tonight I 
felt like I was letting my kids fly on their 
own and I felt like I had almost no control. 
But it was nice to watch them compete.”

Horace Greeley sophomore Jessica Harris hits a 
15-foot jump shot during the opening round of  
Lakeland’s annual tournament.

Sarah Benischek directs the Quakers during her 
debut as head coach on Friday afternoon in the 
same Lakeland gym where she starred a decade 
ago.

Greeley’s Brianna Gadaleta drives the left baseline 
in Friday’s season-opening game vs. Lakeland.

New Quaker Girls’ Coach Starts in a Familiar Setting

Greeley’s Safia Gecaj, who made the all-tournament team, sets 
her sights on a loose ball near midcourt in Friday’s opening-
round game.

Maddy Negroni of  Greeley finds herself  
sandwiched as she tries to get to the basket vs. 
the host Lakeland Hornets.

The Quakers’ Kat Genda shoots the ball in the 
second half  of  Friday’s tourney game at Lakeland.
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By Andy Jacobs
A new era for the Horace Greeley boys’ 

basketball program could not have started 
any better. 

Following their first coaching change 
in a quarter century, the Quakers opened 
up the 2017-18 season by winning the 
championship at Lakeland High School’s 
ninth annual Carolyn Conroy Memorial 
Basketball Tournament.  A 3-point basket 
by tourney MVP Greg Karr with just 
under a minute remaining and the score 
tied lifted Greeley to a 51-47 victory over 
the host Hornets in the title game on 
Saturday evening.  

“There were a lot of teachable moments 
from this game that we can use to get 
better,” said new Quakers head coach 
Felix Nicodemo shortly after his team 
had outscored Lakeland 10-4 over the 
final four minutes to emerge with the 
tourney title. “One of the main things I 
saw, a couple different people stepped 
up tonight. We’re gonna need that every 
single game because every game’s gonna 
be a dogfight.”

The lead changed hands five times in 
the opening quarter and another six times 
in the fourth before Karr’s 3-pointer from 
the right elbow with 52.4 seconds left on 
the clock and the score even at 45 apiece 
gave Greeley the lead for good. Karr, 
who finished with a team-high 12 points, 
added two free throws with 22 seconds to 
go that stretched the Quakers’ lead to five. 

“Yeah, it was a senior who stepped up,” 
said Nicodemo about the last-minute 
heroics from Karr. “He knocked down the 
three and he hit two free throws to make 
it a five-point lead.”

Karr had been whistled for his fourth 
foul with half a minute left in the third 
quarter and just 10 seconds  after 

teammate Ryan Sullivan also picked up 
his fourth. Moments later, the Hornets’ 
Chris Foci, who scored all of his team-
high 12 points after halftime, made a 
3-pointer while being fouled and added 
the free throw to slice an eight-point 
Greeley lead in half.  

The big play by Foci helped turn the 
fourth quarter into a wild eight minutes 
with the lead and momentum changing 
over and over. For the Quakers, it was 
quite a contrast from 48 hours earlier 
when they opened the tournament by 

getting 17 points and eight rebounds from 
Karr in a 68-26 thrashing of Bronxville.

“This game was a lot different than the 
first game we played on Thursday, which 
is a good thing because we were able to 
get tested early to see where we’re at,” 
said Nicodemo, who tried to convince 
his players they should welcome the late-
game pressure. “I said to them in the 
huddle, ‘This is fun. This is what it’s all 
about. You don’t want to beat teams by 30 
or 40 points. This is where you learn and 
grow as an individual in terms of what 
type of basketball player you are.’”

The Quakers had used an 8-0 spurt 
starting with a Will Lafortezza basket 
late in the first quarter to build an 18-11 
advantage. But the Hornets wound up 
scoring the final seven points of the half 
and took a 23-21 lead into the locker 
room. A 10-2 burst by Greeley that began 
with a tough layup in traffic by Jeremy 
Block midway through the third quarter 
gave the Quakers a 36-28 lead before 
the 4-point play by Foci changed the 
complexion of the game. 

Junior guard Michael Salore drained 
a left-corner 3-pointer early in the final 
period, stretching the Greeley lead to 39-
34. Lakeland answered with six straight 
points and then the lead changed hands 
five more times over a 90-second stretch 
before Karr’s big 3-pointer late in the 
contest. With the Quakers leading 50-
47, Sullivan made the second of two foul 
shots with 6.4 seconds left to all but seal 
the outcome. 

“I think you can learn a lot more from 
a three-point win, a one-possession 

game, than a 30- or 40-point win,” said 
Nicodemo, who most recently coached 
the White Plains girls’ varsity team. “I’m 
excited to get back to practice on Monday 
and continue to get better. I feel like what’s 
gonna make us successful is playing a 
team game where different people can 
step up at any moment. And I think that’s 
what’ll be difficult for other teams.”

For Nicodemo, whose resume also 
includes stops at Westlake and North 
Salem as an assistant boys’ varsity coach, 
the championship at the Lakeland tourney 
is one he won’t soon forget.

“Since taking over this position in 
September, I personally could not have 
asked for a better start,” he said. “We went 
undefeated in the fall league, and then to 
start 2-0 and winning a tournament my 
first time taking over as head coach, I 
am ecstatic. I think I have a great group 
of individuals and I’m excited for the 
season.”

Greeley’s Brandon Gecaj sends up a shot in 
traffic during the annual Lakeland basketball 
tournament, won by the Quakers on Saturday 
evening.

Jeremy Block of  Greeley shoots the ball from 
the right baseline during the annual Lakeland 
basketball tournament. He was named to the all-
tourney team.

The Quakers’ Chris Melis shoots the ball from the 
top of  the key in Saturday’s final at the Lakeland 
tourney.

Greeley senior Ryan Sullivan handles the ball in the 
second half  of  the title game vs. host Lakeland.

New Greeley head coach Felix Nicodemo is now 
2-0 after his Quakers captured the title Saturday 
at the annual Lakeland basketball tournament. 

Greeley’s Greg Karr, the tourney MVP, takes the 
ball to the basket in Saturday’s title game.

Greeley Captures the Title at Lakeland’s Annual Tourney
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Rob Criscuolo stays ready during a second-period 
faceoff  in Mt. Pleasant’s first game of  the season 
Saturday night.

The Ice Cats’ Vincent Spaziante skates in to score 
one of  his four goals in Saturday night’s game at 
Westchester Skating Academy.

Mt. Pleasant freshman Ian McKenzie sends a pass 
from the right wing during the Ice Cats’ season 
opener vs. Somers/North Salem.

Mt. Pleasant’s Daniel Kramer gets set to send a shot on goal in the second 
period of  Saturday night’s game, won by visiting Somers/North Salem 5-4.

Vincent Spaziante moves the puck up the ice vs. Somers/North Salem on 
Saturday. He had all four Mt. Pleasant goals, including two just seven seconds 
apart in the second period.

focus on
ICE CATS
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Quarterback Jack Howe helped lead the Panthers 
to their first-ever state football championship this 
season.

Tennis standout Olivia Ashton gets set to hit a 
backhand at the sectional championships. She 
qualified for the state tournament.

Marc Kyriakidis scores a goal in the Panthers’ 
game early in the season at Haldane.

The Panthers’ Brendan O’Neill sets his sights on 
the ball during the sectional playoff  game vs. Rye 
Neck that was decided by an overtime shootout.

Jade Farina sends the ball toward the goal at a 
Panther home field hockey game.

Declan McDermott turns on the speed during a 
night game at Parkway Field.

Aidan Lynch (left) and Drew DiPietro run together 
at the sectional championships, where the 
Panthers won another Class C team title.

Lyndsey Minerva controls the ball in a mid-season 
game at Westlake.

The Panthers’ Charlie McPhee carries the football 
in the regular-season 28-12 victory at Westlake.

Kate Stargiotti gets set to boot the ball near 
midfield in the Panthers’ game at Briarcliff.

Zach Braverman moves the ball up the field 
during a Panther road game.

The Panthers’ Tori Craig moves the ball across 
the field in a game vs. Hendrick Hudson.
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