
By Martin Wilbur
Sunshine Children’s Home & 

Rehabilitation Center has applied for 
three permits with the Town of New 
Castle connected to the sudden site work 
on its Spring Valley Road property that 
started shortly after Thanksgiving.

The applicant, which has proposed a 
roughly 128,000-square-foot expansion 
of its facility that would more than double 
its existing 54 beds, is now seeking a tree 
removal permit, a demolition permit 
and a building permit for a retaining 
wall for work done at the site, according 
to a memo on Monday from Building 
Inspector Richard Polcari.

In his correspondence to the Planning 
Board and Zoning Board of Appeals, 
Polcari stated that following a site 

inspection by the assistant building 
inspector on Nov. 30, Sunshine Children’s 
Home agreed to halt work while awaiting 
the permits.

“Sunshine has agreed to perform no 
further work pending the issuance of 
the required permits,” Polcari stated. 
“Sunshine will be submitting a letter 
to the Town from its consultant setting 
forth the basis for its position that the 
deepening of Well No. 1 will not impact 
the existing amount of water being drawn 
from the site wells.”

Appearances scheduled for this week 
before the Planning Board and ZBA have 
been adjourned until next month.

Polcari said a tree removal permit was 
needed for one tree that was taken down 
that was 18 inches in diameter and a tree 

By Erin Maher
The Bedford Board of Education 

remains split on the Mount Kisco 
Elementary School Dual Language 
Bilingual Education (DLBE) program as a 
crucial vote on its future nears this week.

Initially, trustees were supposed to 
make a final decision last Wednesday. 
However, with many unanswered 
questions, Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Christopher Manno decided earlier this 
month that the board’s vote would be 
delayed until its Dec. 20 meeting.

Board President Brian Sheerin, who 
said he currently would abstain from 
voting, noted the abscence of policy 
and guidelines for the School of Choice 
option.

“I can’t say I’m for option one. I need to 

know what I’m voting for,” Sheerin said. 
“I’m looking at all hell breaking loose 
with option one,” said Trustee William 
Canavan. “There are so many things that 
could go wrong.”

Since 2015, Mount Kisco Elementary 
has offered parents of children who attend 
the school the choice of a single-language 
curriculum or the DLBE program 
when their child finishes kindergarten. 
Currently, about 85 percent of Mount 
Kisco Elementary School students in 
grades 1-4 are enrolled in the dual 
language option.

In April 2016, the district reviewed the 
program amid complaints from parents of 
children in the single-language classroom 
that they were segregated from their peers 
and failed to receive an equal elementary 

By Martin Wilbur
North Castle officials have set 

Jan. 24 for the public hearing on the 
Comprehensive Plan update following 
extensive discussion last week on issues 
related to the plan’s first major revision in 
more than 20 years.

The hearing’s opening, which will take 
place during the Town Board’s regularly 
scheduled meeting, will continue for 
multiple sessions to encourage as much 
feedback as possible, said Supervisor 
Michael Schiliro.

Frank Fish, a planning consultant 
hired to assist the town with the update, 
requested that board members provide 
any additional comments to the proposed 
document in time to incorporate changes 
by the first week in January. A new version 
is expected to be posted on the town’s 
website and in print at the library to give 
the public at least two weeks to read the 

proposed plan before the hearing, he said.
Last Wednesday, a wide-ranging, give-

and-take discussion with Fish focused 
attention on comments from Westchester 
County’s Acting Planning Board 
Commissioner Eileen Mildenberger.

Schiliro said the main thrust of the 
updated document is to strengthen North 
Castle’s existing hamlet centers, bolster its 
office and industrial tax base and preserve 
the environment. However, he reminded 
colleagues and the public that he also 
would like to see the town’s three hamlets 
– Armonk, Banksville and North White 
Plains – retain their individual character.

“They’re all very important, but what I 
have hoped for is some help and guidance 
in this report to maintain and grow 
modestly Armonk, help what we can 
in the Banksville hamlet area, the retail 
center, and the same thing in the North 
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White Plains corridor,” Schiliro said. “All 
three are distinctly different areas and 
hamlet centers and that’s very important 
to me to come up with ideas, and they’re 
completely different, so it’s not one size 
fits all.”

The county Planning Department 
offered comments to the town in six major 
areas. First, county planners concluded 
that the Comprehensive Plan is generally 
consistent with the county Planning 
Department’s long-range goals.

Regarding affordable housing, it also 
suggested the updated plan convert 
North Castle’s 34 middle-income units, a 
town-operated initiative, to the county’s 
affordable housing program. 

However, Town Board members said 
the two different types of units serve 
varying populations with different income 
thresholds. Since the town adopted 

its model ordinance under the county 
affordable housing guidelines, the town 
is no longer adding to its middle-income 
stock, which was originally designed 
to offer more affordable housing for 
people who work in the community, said 
Director of Planning Adam Kaufman. 
The county’s affordable program serves 
the general public, he said.

“What I think the county fails to 
recognize is that the county housing 
program and the middle-income unit 
program can have different goals,” 
Kaufman said.

The Comprehensive Plan recognizes 
the reuse of commercial and industrial 
areas and the trend of increasing 
office and industrial park vacancies, 
Mildenberger’s correspondence stated. 
Fish recommended inserting into the 
plan the possibility of development of 
a hotel and some housing units at the 

IBM campus, an idea that has circulated 
before. There is no current application 
being considered, Fish said.

The county also suggested town 
officials should spell out in the plan 
the limitations of development in the 
vicinity of Westchester County Airport’s 
Runway Protection Zone (RPZ). It has 
objected to  the proposed Park Place 
parking garage.

However, the town needs FAA approval 
to build in the RPZ, Kaufman pointed 
out.

It was recommended that the town 
go into greater detail about preventing 
downstream flooding along the Byram 
River. Kaufman said the town has already 
addressed the issue by taking steps to 
protect community to the south.

While town officials had hoped the 
updated Comprehensive Plan would call 
for expansion of the Bee-Line Shuttle 

Loop H and Route 12 bus lines to the 
North White Plains train station, the 
county responded that the route should 
go directly to the White Plains regional 
hub.

Fish said the county appears to be 
correct in its assessment because it would 
be difficult to make alterations to that 
route. The Shuttle Loop H goes by the 
Swiss Re and MBIA campuses on its way 
to Purchase and then to White Plains, 
while Route 12 passes through Rye Brook 
and Anderson Hill Road, he said.

“So it doesn’t go anywhere near North 
White Plains,” Fisher said. “You can’t go 
out and make a stop with this route.”

The Town Board suggested it include 
reinstatement of the Route 12 line 
between Armonk and Mount Kisco. That 
portion of the route was eliminated about 
six or seven years ago.

The start of the public hearing will begin 
a little more than two months after the 
Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 
hearings concluded. Fish said while 
turnout during the committee hearings 
was modest despite ample notification, 
that should be viewed positively by the 
town.

“I think that most people who know 
about the plan do not see anything in it 
that they largely object to,” Fish said.

No. Castle to Open Comprehensive Plan Public Hearing Next Month
continued from page 1

Q: What is a hernia?  
A: A hernia is an opening within muscles or 
connective tissue, called fascia, through which 
intestines or fat protrudes. Hernias tend to occur 
in the belly through previous incisions, or most 
commonly in the groin, which is known as an inguinal 
hernia. They can develop at any age, from birth 
onward. Hernias may grow over time or they can 
come on suddenly; they may result from strenuous 
activity, heavy lifting, during pregnancy, or even 
from a fit of coughing. 

Q: What should I do if I think I have a hernia?    
A: It’s important to seek medical attention right away 
if you think you have a hernia. Aside from resting 
and taking ibuprofen for pain, unfortunately there 
isn’t a lot that people can do on their own when 
it comes to treating a hernia. The only definitive 
treatment is surgery. Hernias, if left untreated, can 
continue to enlarge, putting you at risk for potentially 
dangerous complications, like lack of blood supply or 
strangulation to the intestines. 

Q: What are the surgical options for 
treating a hernia? 
A: Hernias are treated either by open repair, or minimally 
invasive surgery, which includes laparoscopy or robot-
assisted surgery. At Northern Westchester Hospital all 
methods are available and selected based on the size 
and location of the hernia. Inguinal hernias, or hernias in 
the groin, require a synthetic mesh to repair and cover 
the defect, or hole. Other methods, like Laparoscopy and 
robotic hernia repair, allow the surgeon to make smaller 
incisions with smaller operating tools. In both types of 
surgery, the risk of complications is minimal – about 
the same as any surgical operation. Hernia repairs are 
ambulatory procedures and you’ll be able to go home 
the same day. The risk of recurrence is slim: There’s 
about a 5 percent chance that a person will experience 
another hernia in the same spot or elsewhere.

Q: How long is the recovery period?
A: I generally recommend patients take a week off from 
work and that they do not lift anything heavier than 25 
pounds for at least six weeks. I typically don’t restrict 
cardiovascular exercise with my patients and most 
patients are able to return to regular activities without 
pain after a few weeks.

Hernia Repair Methods 
and Recovery
Find out what’s right for you…

Ask the Doctor
Dr. Amanda Messina, FACS
Bariatric Surgery & General Surgery
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about 
Dr. Messina, visit
nwhsurgicalweightloss.
org/DrMessina

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
(914) 666-1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Mt. Pleasant Approves 2018 Budget, Meets Tax Cap
The Mount Pleasant Town Board last 

week unanimously approved a nearly 
$48.5 million budget for 2018 that calls for 
a 1.26 percent tax increase and is within 
the tax cap. 

Under the spending plan, the tax rate 

increase is 1.26 percent and the tax levy 
hike is 1.87 percent. The levy is about 
$185,000 under the $29,299,427 limit in 
order to comply with the cap.

There are no layoffs for 2018 and no new 
programs. The budget includes 2 percent 

raises for the town’s non-union employees, 
including elected officials. It also includes 
four new positions – a payroll clerk in the 
comptroller’s office, a clerk in the Highway 
Department and two recreation attendants.

—Neal Rentz

Advertise in The Examiner   •   914-864-0878



December 19 - December 25, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 3

CALIFORNIA MERLOT SALE

SAUVIGNON BLANC SALE

BLACK BOX
• MALBEC
• PINOT GRIGIO
• CABERNET SAUVIGNON
• SAUVIGNON BLANC
• CHARDONNAY ALL 3 LTR

$1899

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$1199
50.7 oz.

YELLOW TAIL
SHIRAZ

CHARDONNAY 50.7 oz.

$1099

JACK DANIELS’
$4799

1.75 LTR.

JIM BEAM
MAKERS 

MARK

$2999
$4999

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

• CHARDONNAY
• MERLOT
• CABERNET
   SAUVIGNON

$599
BERINGER
CALIFORNIA COLLECTION

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

DODD’S CABERNET SAUVIGNON SALE

CALIFORNIA PINOT NOIR SALE

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT ITEMS. AVAILABLE WHILE THEY LAST. SALE ENDS IN ONE MONTH. ALL 750ml UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. IN EVENT OF TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LISTED PRICES WILL PREVAIL. IN ORDER TO KEEP OUR SALE PRICES SUPER LOW, CASH AND CARRY ON ALL SALE ITEMS.

$3299
1.75 LTR.

DEWAR’S SCOTCH or 
Johnnie Walker Red

JOHNNIE 
WALKER BLACK
CHIVAS 
REGALOR

LARGE SIZE GIN SALE!
• FLEISCHMANN’S......................15.99
• GORDON’S ................................19.99
• BEEFEATER ..............................35.99
• TANQUERAY ............................39.99
• BOMBAY SAPPHIRE ................39.99

ALL 1.75 LT

MALT SCOTCH SALE
• LAPHROAIG Select ..................39.99
• GLENMORANGIE .....................39.99
• MACALLAN...............................57.99
• GLENLIVET LTR .........................59.99
• BALVENIE 12 Year Double Wood .............59.99
• LAGAVULIN ..............................69.99
• TALISKER DE  ..........................59.99

Svedka
VODKA
Belvedere
VODKA

$1999
1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

Stolichnaya
VODKA
Smirnoff
VODKA

$3599

$2099
1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

DODD’S STANDARD BRAND SALE

LOUIS JADOT
• BEAUJOLAIS
   VILLAGES ............. .9.99
• MACON BLANC .. 10.99

$1999

MARK
WEST

$899 CASTLE
ROCK

$799 PINOT
PROJECT

$999

699$4

1.75 LTR.999$6

NEW LOW PRICE!!

CANADIAN CLUB
$2399

1.75 LTR.

ZINFANDEL SALE FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

APOTHIC
RED

$899

GREY 
GOOSE

ABSOLUT 
VODKA

KETEL ONE 
VODKA

$4999

$2799

$3999

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

SPANISH RED WINES RATED 90+ 

DODD’S CALIFORNIA CHARDONNAY SALE

DODD’S CONNOISSEUR’S WINE SELECTION

Your 
Choice!

$999
COPPOLA......10.99  ST. FRANCIS.......10.99 J. LOHR.......11.99 RODNEY STRONG.....11.99
SIMI.....12.99 LA CREMA “Monterey” ...15.99 SONOMA CUTRER ....23.99 FLOWERS ......39.99
NEWTON Un� ltered Rated 93 RP..................39.99 GRGICH HILLS............39.99 KISTLER..................69.99

• ALVAREZ TOLEDO MENCIA ROBLE2009 Rated 91 WA ..................
• SA RA DA Seleccion Garnacha 2009 Rated 90 WA ..........................
• SABOR REAL Joven 2008 Rated 90 WA ...........................................  
• LA TRIBU 2010 Garnacha, Syrah, Monastrell Rated 90 WA ...........
• TARIMA MONASTRELL 2015 Rated 91 WA .....................................  
• LAGAR DE ROBLA Mencia 2012 Rated 91 WS .................................
• CARMINE Monastrell 2009 Rated 90+ WA .......................................
• ANGOSTO Tinto Malbec, Garnacha 2009 Rated 91 WA ..................
• ENRIQUE MENDOZA MONASTRELL 2014 Rated 92 WA ................  
• RAFAEL REVERTE Cistum 2009 Rated 92 WA ................................
• ALTOS DeLa HOYA 2012  Rated 91 Tanzer ........................................  
• PASION DE BOBAL  2012 Rated 90 WA ............................................

Your Choice!

$799
Your Choice!

$999SAMPLE
CASE PRICE$105.88

• EXCELSIOR Cabernet Sauvignon ...............6.99
• LOS VASCOS Cabernet Sauvignon .............7.99
• 14 HANDS Cabernet Sauvignon ..................7.99
• RELAX RIESLING ........................................8.99
• OYSTER BAY Sauvignon Blanc .................10.99
• CANNONBALL Cabernet Sauvignon ........10.99
• PINE RIDGE Chenin/Viognier Rated 90 WA .10.99

• HAHN Cabernet Sauvignon ...............................11.99
• GUIGAL Cotes Du Rhone ...................................11.99
• FERRARI CARANO Fume Blanc Rated 90 WA ......11.99
• LAYER CAKE Your Choice! Shiraz or Malbec ...12.99
• ZACCAGNINI Montepulciano D’Abruzzo .........12.99
• BUTTER Chardonnay .........................................13.99
• DECOY “Duckhorn” Cabernet Sauvignon ........17.99
• CLOUDY BAY Sauvignon Blanc Rated 93 WS ........25.99

DODD’S POPULAR WINE BRAND SALE

   MEIOMI 
Pinot 
Noir ........17.99

• WARRES PORT 2003 Rated 93 WA ............................................................59.99
• PERTIMALI 2012 BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO Rated 98 WS .................. ..59.99
• SHAFER 2013 “HILLSIDE SELECT” Rated 98+ WS ............................. ..299.99
• CAYMUS “SPECIAL SELECTION” 2012 1.5 LTR Big Bottle Rated 96 WA... ..........399.99
• CH. MOUTON ROTHSCHILD 2012  Rated 96 WA ...................................499.99

•BABICH Sauvignon Blanc
•KRIS Pinot Grigio 099$1

YOUR CHOICE

POUILLY FUISSE
DOM. ROCHERS
2015 Rated 90 WS
CH. BEAUREGARD
2014 Rated 92 WS

$1499

$1799

2016 Festivo 
Malbec 
Rated 90 Suckling

DODD’S FREE 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

Too busy at work? Too busy with the kids? We at Dodd’s understand your busy 
life. Dodd’s delivery service offers customized shopping brought directly to 
your door. Call us today to place your orders 914-762-5511

MATUA SAUVIGNON BLANC
$10.99

SANTA MARINA PINOT GRIGIO
$9.99 50.7 oz

KENDALL 
JACKSON
10.99HIGHLY RATED ITALIAN WINES

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$18
•MEZZACORONA PINOT GRIGIO 50.7 oz. ...................................................11.99
• ROBERT MONDAVI WOODBRIDGE CHARD OR CAB 50.7 oz........11.99
• BAREFOOT ( Chardonnay, Cabernet, Pinot Grigio) 50.7 oz Large Size. ..........................11.99
• BOLLA ( Soave, Valpolicella, Bardolino) 50.7 oz Large Size. ....................................................11.99
• RUFFINO CHIANTI  50.7 oz Large Size.......12.99   750 ml...........7.99
•CITRA RED OR WHITE   50.7 oz Large Size........8.99    LINDEMANS’ CHARD...................5.59
•HARVEY’S CREAM SHERRY.....13.99  DRY SACK..........14.99  LILLET................17.99
•LINDEMAN’S CHARDONNAY, MERLOT, SHIRAZ 1.5 LT ..................................................... ..9.99

Johnnie Walker Blue............169.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$18

• BOGLE ...............................................8.99
• VILLA MARIA Rated 90 WS ...............9.99
• BABICH Great Price ...........................10.99
• KIM CRAWFORD...... 12.99 Mfr.’s Mail-In 

Rebate Per Case
$36

Mfr.’s 
Mail-In 
Rebate
Per Box

$3

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$24• CLOS DU BOIS 
• ESTANCIA
• TOASTED HEAD 
• CH. ST. JEAN or HESS
• MERIDIAN 
• COLUMBIA CREST “Grand Estate”
• CHATEAU ST. MICHELLE

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per 
Case

$30

• Columbia Crest ............... 8.99
• Ravenswood ................... 8.99
• Clos Du Bois .................... 9.99
• Estancia ........................... 9.99
• J. Lohr ........................... 14.99

• Coppola ....................... 15.99
• Benziger ...................... 17.99
• Kendall Jackson ......... 17.99
• Simi ............................. 18.99
• Franciscan ................... 23.99

• Robert Mondavi .........23.99
• Jordan ........................49.99
• Stag’s Leap .................49.99
• Caymus Rated 94 WA ......74.99
• Opus 1 .................INQUIRE

$24 Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

• BLACKSTONE ................................................ 7.99
• BOGLE ............................................................ 7.99
• COLUMBIA CREST “Grand Estate” ............. 8.99
• CLOS DU BOIS..............12.99
• KENDALL JACKSON .................................. 15.99
• DUCKHORN ................................................. 44.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$24

CORDIAL SALE
ALL 750 MLYOUR CHOICE $799Cline •Ravenswood

Dancing Bull

Georges du Boeuf 
Beaujolais Nouveau 2017

$899
• Seghesio 2015 Rated 90 WS ................................19.99
• Ridge 2015 Three Valleys ..............................24.99
• Ridge 2015 Lytton Springs Rated 94+ ..............35.99

Was 
$13.99

$799

230 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD•MILLWOOD
MILLWOOD SHOPPING CENTER Off Taconic Pky

   LIQUOR CITY • 762-5511
              www.doddswineshop.com

$40
Mfr.’s 

Mail-In 
Rebate

Per Case

$40
Mfr.’s 

Mail-In 
Rebate

Per Case

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$40

• KAHLUA ...................................20.99
• BAILEYS IRISH CREAM .......................23.99
• AMARETTO DI SARONNO ......24.99
• SAMBUCA ROMANA ................25.99

$60 MFR. REBATE 
PER CASE

DODD’S CHAMPAGNE SALE

• ANTINORI SANTA CRISTINA ...................................... 7.99
• MONTE ANTICO 2012 Rated 92 Suckling ............................................................. 9.99
• ANTINORI TOSCANA ROSSO ........................................................................ 15.99
• ALLEGRINI Palazzo Della Torre Rated 92 Suckling .......................................... 16.99
• MONSANTO CHIANTI CLASSICO RISERVA 2013 Rated 91 #58 Wine of the Year .. 19.99
• RUFFINO RISERVA DUCALE CHIANTI ..................................................... 19.99
• RUFFINO RISERVA DUCALE Gold Label ................................................... 29.99
• ANTINORI TIGNANELLO 2013 Rated 94 #8 Wine of the Year .............................. 89.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$24

•KORBEL BRUT .................................................................................................................................11.99
• COOK’S Brut........7.99                              FREIXENET Cordon Negro.......................8.99   CINZANO  ........8.99
• HENKELL TROCKEN..........8.99  MARTINI & ROSSI  Asti Spumante.........12.99  PIPER SONOMA Brut........15.99
• CHANDON Brut....................15.99  PIPER HEIDSIECK Brut....................34.99  MOET Imperial.....................38.99
• PERRIER JOUET...........39.99   LOUIS ROEDERER.......39.99  MUMMS........39.99  TAITTINGER..............39.99
•VEUVE CLIQUOT Brut “Yellow Label”.............................................................................39.99
  DOM PERIGNON  Brut....................................149.99 LOUIS ROEDERER “Cristal”...........................................199.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$18

50.7 oz.

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE

              www.doddswineshop.com

OPEN 
SUNDAYS 

12-5

DODD’S SPECIAL WINE BUYS

2015 CH. BEAUCASTEL 
CHAT. DU PAPE Rated 96 WA/97 WS Was 89.99 .....................62.99
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replacement plan showing the planting 
of four two-and-a-half-inch replacement 
trees, Polcari stated. The demolition 
permit was for the removal of a shed 
housing Well No. 1, one of three active 
wells on the site that supplies the facility 
with water.

Improvements to that well had been 
sought by Sunshine, according to the 
Westchester County Health Department.

A building permit for a retaining wall is 
also required to prevent possible erosion 

of the slope adjacent to where the shed 
had stood.

Complaints were lodged by neighbors 
after the Thanksgiving weekend 
describing excavation, demolition and 
tree removal on the property with the 
use of heavy equipment. The activity 
prompted the New Castle Planning Board 
to take no action at its Dec. 5 meeting 
regarding the ZBA referral that pertains 
to Sunshine’s amended special permit 
request pending the outcome of the 
town’s investigation.

The county Health Department told 
The Examiner last Friday that Sunshine’s 
engineering consultant notified the 
agency on Nov. 20 that it would deepen 
Well No. 1. The notification is required 
for work to commence, but no permit 
or application is needed from the 
department, said spokeswoman Caren 
Halbfinger. 

Similar work was performed on Well 
No. 2 last year, she said.

“The health department acknowledged 
the notification and responded with no 
objection to the deepening of Well #1,” 
she said. 

In September, Sunshine received the 
agency’s approval for three new wells on 
the property. However, Sunshine has not 
submitted an application to connect the 
wells to the current system, Halbfinger 
said.

What is still under review by the town 
is whether Sunshine has violated the 
conditions of its special permit.

“The property owner has been asked 
to submit additional information 
concerning the work,” Polcari said. “Once 
the Town has reviewed that information, 
a final determination will be made.”

However, an attorney for one of 
Sunshine’s neighbors is arguing that 
the ZBA should deny its request for 
an amended special permit because 

of Sunshine’s “knowing and flagrant 
violation of the ZBA approvals and Town 
Law.”

Attorney Mark Chertok, representing 
Cynthia and Jeffrey Manocherian, wrote 
a letter to the ZBA that the recent work 
at the site is directly related to Sunshine 
searching for enough water to support the 
expansion of its facility.

Chertok stated that the documented 
deepening of Well No. 2 failed to produce 
enough additional water, which led to 
the attempts to deepen Well No. 1. He 
said the negative declaration under the 
state Environmental Quality Review 
Act (SEQRA) by the ZBA assumed no 
potential adverse impacts on groundwater 
at the site due to the expansion, but it 
required off-site well monitoring.

But the monitoring has yet to begin, 
Chertok argued. Therefore, the ZBA must 
deny the special permit and reopen the 
SEQRA process, he said.

“As it has done since it purchased the 
property, Sunshine has once again acted 
as though it is entitled to do whatever 
it wants to do with its property without 
necessary Town permits,” Chertok stated. 
“The ZBA must not reward Sunshine for 
its illegal behavior.”

Thus far, Sunshine Children’s Home has 
not been subjected to any fines.

school experience.
After analyzing data and creating 

focus groups, Manno presented two 
alternatives last month. The first option, 
School of Choice, would allow all children 
enrolled at Mount Kisco Elementary 
to be part of the DLBE program, which 
teaches children in English and Spanish. 
If families decide to opt their child out 
of the program, they would attend West 
Patent Elementary School and receive 
door-to-door busing.

A second alternative would continue 
the current policy of allowing Mount 
Kisco Elementary School families to 

decide whether their children are enrolled 
in the DLBE program or are educated in 
the traditional single-language classroom. 
Going forward under the second option, 
children in the single-language class 
would receive enhanced educational 
experiences.

At the end of last Wednesday’s meeting, 
Manno surveyed the board to see where it 
stood on the issue. Three members were 
in favor of School of choice, two members 
indicated they would abstain and two 
opposed the plan. 

Manno assured the board he would 
send trustees a final copy of the policy 
prior to this Wednesday’s meeting. 

Bedford Board of Ed Split on Bilingual 
Program as Vote Nears
continued from page 1

continued from page 1
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Sunshine Children’s Home Seeks Permits for Site Work
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By Martin Wilbur
Childhood sex abuse survivors and 

their advocates last week pressured state 
Sen. Terrence Murphy (R-Yorktown) to 
support the Child Victims Act that would 
expand the criminal and civil statute of 
limitations so victims can seek justice.

New Yorkers Against Hidden Predators 
assembled outside Murphy’s district office 
in Shrub Oak on Dec. 13 in hopes that he 
can convince the senator to urge Majority 
Leader John Flanagan to release the bill 
out of committee for a vote.

“We are asking that the members of the 
Senate finally pass the Child Victims Act 
for the purpose of knowing where these 
predators are in the state of New York,” 
said Marci Hamilton, a leading expert 
on child sex abuse statutes of limitations. 
“Right now, the members who are 
blocking this bill are actually aiding and 
abetting child predators.”

Under the proposed bill, the criminal 
statute of limitations on sexual abuse 
offenses would be extended from five to 
10 years and allow for civil lawsuits to 
be filed until the victim is 50 years old. 
Current law prohibits the filing of a suit 
after victims turn 23, Hamilton said.

The bill would also allow for a one-year 
window for anyone to file a civil claim 
regardless of age.

Sexual abuse victims and a few 
advocates have stepped up their effort 

to zero in on state senators that have 
not pledged support for the bill. During 
the past 14 years, the Child Victims Act 
has been approved in the Democratic-
controlled Assembly five times, including 
before the end of the last session; however, 
it has never come to the Senate floor for 
a vote, said Steve Jimenez, a victim who 
participated in last week’s announcement.

Without the law, victims and advocates 
have argued they and others are barred 
from seeking justice because it can take 
years before a childhood victim has the 
courage to speak up.

“Gov. Cuomo has expressed the support 
of this bill but the Senate Majority Leader 
John Flanagan has continued to block this 
bill,” Jimenez said. “He has not allowed 
this bill to the floor for a vote. We need to 
know where Sen. Murphy stands on this 
because by not taking a stand on this bill, 
Sen. Murphy is protecting predators.”

A spokesman for Murphy released a 
statement, which reiterated the senator’s 
concerns regarding due process with 
the provision for the one-year unlimited 
look-back period to file civil litigation. 
However, he indicated his support for a 
bill that extends the statute of limitations.

“To the victims of childhood sexual 
abuse: we believe you,” Murphy’s 
statement read. “We support you. You’re 
not alone, and while you are dealing with 
something terrible, legislators are looking 

at solutions. You are trailblazers, and we 
are going to fight to lengthen the statute 
of limitations for the future to protect all 
New Yorkers.”

Bob Hoatson, co-founder of Road to 
Recovery, a New Jersey-based nonprofit 
organization that helps childhood sex 
abuse victims, was one member of the 
group who expressed dismay at how New 
York has among the weakest laws on 
the books in protecting the public, and 
children in particular, from predators.

He said approving the bill would 
shine a brighter light on the problem in 
New York, especially at a time where the 
issue of sexual abuse and harassment has 

gained extensive exposure.
“We’re looking to help people whose 

souls were murdered by predators to 
regain their lives,” Hoatson said. “So, we’re 
asking Sen. Murphy today to get off your 
duff and pass this bill.”

“This is obviously now a national issue 
and we’re looking to protect children 
especially, as well as women out there, 
from sexual predators,” said Richard 
Tollner, who is also a victim. “I can’t 
fathom a reason for any senator, let alone 
Sen. Murphy, to not meet to address this 
issue and serve his constituency by asking 
this to come to a vote and to ask Sen. 
Flanagan to call for a vote.”

Sex Abuse Victims Press Murphy to Back Longer Statute of Limitations

Welcome Aboard
Mount Pleasant Police 
Chief  Paul Oliva 
welcomed lifelong town 
residents and Westlake 
High School alums 
Walter Hickey, left, 
and Ryan Perucci to 
the police department 
after their hiring was 
approved by the Town 
Board last week.
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By Neal Rentz
Five alternative sites for the temporary 

storage of excavated soil are being 
considered by New Castle officials after 
members of the town’s Environmental 
Review Board (ERB) objected to an 
environmentally sensitive area behind 
Town Hall.

Last week the Town Board discussed 
a Dec. 9 memo from ERB Chairman Dr. 
William Flank that recommended the 
sites, all in close proximity to downtown 
Chappaqua. The dirt will be from the 
sewer main replacement as part of the 
ongoing infrastructure improvement 
project.

Flank said Town Administrator Jill 
Shapiro had provided the ERB with the 
list after a spirited discussion at the Town 
Board’s Dec. 5 work session where Flank 
and ERB member Ivan Alter urged the 
board to explore less risky alternatives. 
The area behind Town Hall would require 
elimination of a hill, which is in a wetlands 
buffer.

Possible new locations are the 
Department of Public Works lot on 
Hunts Lane; the perimeter adjacent to the 
south commuter parking lot at the Metro-
North station; the former Chappaqua 
Animal Hospital on King Street; the old 
Senter Street firehouse; and a portion of 

the wooded area next to the Chappaqua 
Public Library. 

Following the Dec. 5 work session, 
the five sites were toured by Flank, Alter 
and ERB member Jonathan Rosenbloom. 
They also looked into the south commuter 
parking lot at the train station. 

The town needs between 300 and 
500 square feet to accommodate the 
soil, according to Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein.

Alter said the southern portion of 
the commuter lot would be a more 
appropriate site than behind Town Hall. 

Following last week’s meeting, 
Greenstein said no date has been 

determined for when the Town Board 
will decide at which location the soil will 
be stored.

Since the soil is moist it is likely to 
smell until it dries out, which will take 
about three months, and can be carted 
out of town. The dirt must be placed on a 
pervious surface. 

Greenstein said the board had been 
previously unaware that the area behind 
Town Hall that had been considered is in 
a wetlands buffer. The location is in the 
approximate area that was being looked 
at as the future home of the proposed 
outdoor basketball court.

New Castle Considers Alternative Sites for Storing Excavated Soil

New Castle Weighs Raising Minimum Age to Buy Smoking Products
By Neal Rentz

Having recently restricted where vape 
shops can operate, the New Castle Town 
Board is now considering raising the 
minimum age to purchase items related 
to smoking.

Town Attorney Nicholas Ward-Willis 
told the Town Board at its Dec. 11 work 
session that some municipalities in the 
state, such as North Hempstead on Long 
Island, have raised the minimum age to 
purchase smoking products from 18 to 
21. Ward-Willis said he would research 
the topic to discuss at a January work 
session.  

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said 

although state law mandates 18 as the 
minimum age to buy smoking products, 
including e-cigarettes and vaping liquids, 
the state allows municipalities the right to 
raise the age for those purchases. 

Ward-Willis said if the board decides to 
move ahead with the change, the revised 
law would have to be enforced by the 
town.  

In November, the Town Board passed 
legislation to permit vape shops only in 
business or industrial districts, but with 
stringent distance restrictions. The law 
prohibits vape shops within 2,000 feet of 
a lot line of any school and within 500 feet 
of a park, playground, library or religious 

institution. In addition, vape shops cannot 
be located within 1,000 feet of each other. 

Officials defined those establishments 
as any retail outlet that devotes at least 
25 percent of its retail space to the sale 
or distribution of electronic cigarettes or 
vape products.

Some municipalities in the area have 
been looking for ways to more effectively 
regulate vape shops after health experts 
have concluded that e-cigarettes and 
vape products can cause health issues. 
Those products were developed as a less 
harmful alternative to smoking cigarettes 
and using other tobacco products.
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By Martin Wilbur
A Bedford attorney is the first 

Republican to officially announce his 
candidacy in hopes of filling the 37th 
state Senate District seat that will soon 
be vacated by County Executive-elect 
George Latimer.

Political newcomer Sarmad Khojasteh, 
a commercial litigation lawyer with the 
Manhattan firm of Kasowitz Benson 
Torres, said he is running to make the 
American Dream attainable for working 
families, a point that many elected officials 
from both major parties have neglected.

“As an immigrant whose family 
benefitted from the refuge and 
opportunity that the United States offers, 
I always felt compelled to serve, and while 
the current state of our political discourse 
has turned a lot of folks away from service 
and political engagement, for me it’s only 
raised the stakes,” said Khojasteh.

So far, Khojasteh is the only Republican 
to enter the anticipated race for the 
remainder of Latimer’s unexpired term, 
although that could change. Former 
prosecutor and Westchester County 
district attorney candidate Dan Schorr 
has reportedly considered jumping into 
the race.

Meanwhile, the size of the Democratic 
field continues to swell. Last week Yonkers 
Mayor Michael Spano announced he 
would run for the seat, making him the 
fourth Democratic candidate to enter 

the race. Spano joins Assemblywoman 
Shelly Mayer, Bedford Supervisor Chris 
Burdick and Bernie Sanders delegate and 
White Plains resident Kat Brezler in the 
Democratic camp.

Khojasteh said he plans to focus on 
finding ways to help working families get 
ahead with common sense solutions. For 
example, he has a plan to allow families to 
save for a home by allowing prospective 
purchasers to create accounts that are 
similar to 529 college savings plans. 

He also said legislators in both parties 
have failed to address the $4 billion budget 
deficit from last April and a projected $8 
billion deficit looming for next April. 
Budget cuts must not hurt lower- and 
middle-income families, Khojasteh 
cautioned.

“Our specific focus is on lower 
and middle income New Yorkers,” 
Khojasteh said. “We want to promote 
policies that will allow them to achieve 
financial security and upward mobility. 
We’re hoping this campaign will give 
an opportunity to give a voice to their 
concerns and ultimately will give voice to 
their concerns in Albany.”

Khojasteh, 36, was born in Iran, but his 
family escaped the country during the 
Islamic Revolution when he was about 
a year old. They settled in Poughkeepsie 
where Khojasteh’s father was a chemist at 
IBM, and later opened a gas station and 
convenience store that he owned and 

operated in Peekskill.
He said he wants to ensure that families 

have a similar opportunity that he and his 
twin brother had. Khojasteh, who has two 
young children with his wife, graduated 
from the University of Chicago Law 
School while his brother is a doctor.

Khojasteh said perhaps the most 
important issue is to help reform Albany 

is to by having part-time lawmakers 
rather than making service a career where 
incumbents protect their own interests.

“We have a constitution that calls for 
a part-time legislature,” he said. “We are 
intended to be citizen legislators, not 
career politicians, whether that’s Mike 
Spano, Shelly Mayer, whomever else want 
to toss their hats to this. They’re a special 
interest onto themselves. When there’s 
proposed ethics reform, it’s the politicians 
in Albany that prevent it.”

In order to schedule a special election, 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo would have to 
call for one, but must wait until Latimer 
resigns, which is expected on Dec. 31. 
Once a date is set, leaders from both 
major parties will hold a convention to 
decide on a candidate to vie for the seat. 
The seat is up again in November for the 
full two-year term.

Khojasteh said he’s meeting with 
residents, party leaders and business 
owners from Yonkers to Bedford in the 
expansive district in hopes of gaining 
their trust and confidence.

“We’re meeting with as many district 
leaders and community members as 
possible and thus far things have been 
overall really positive,” Khojasteh said. 
“We believe that our small business 
focus, economic message will resonate 
with voters. When people hear about my 
personal story, we’ll provide a compelling 
theme for the campaign.”

Sarmad Khojasteh, pictured with his family, 
announced that he is a candidate for the 
Republican nomination for the 37th Senate 
District seat.

Bedford Attorney to Pursue GOP Nomination in 37th Senate District
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By Pat Casey
Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano 

announced last week that he will seek 
the Democratic Party nomination for 
the 37th state Senate District, which 
will become vacant Jan. 1 when Sen. 
George Latimer becomes Westchester 
County Executive.

Spano, a former Republican member 
of the state Assembly, currently serves as 
the Democratic 42nd mayor of Yonkers 
and is a lifelong Yonkers resident.

“We’ve turned Yonkers around during 
my six years as mayor,” said Spano in 
a press statement. “I want to put that 
record of success and leadership to work 
for the people of the 37th District.”

“I’ll work to get Albany’s attention 
to our needs, and you can bet I’ll stand 
up for Westchester values against the 
assault we are under from the Trump 
administration,” said Spano.

Spano said he has been talking to 
Democratic activists and district leaders 
throughout the district, and is extremely 
heartened by their encouragement.

“The support is strong, and once the 
Governor sets the date for a special 
election, they know I’m going to hit the 
ground running,” he said.

Spano said his priorities will be to fight 

for a fair share of education funding for 
Westchester school districts, to ensure 
the area economy remains strong and to 
hold the line on taxes. 

“People want good jobs, they want 
good schools and they don’t want to 
be taxed out of existence,” said Spano, 
“That’s what this election will be about.”

The 37th Senate District stretches 
from parts of Yonkers and New 
Rochelle in the south following the 
eastern side of the county to Bedford. 
It is comprised of Bedford, Bronxville, 
Eastchester, Harrison, Larchmont, 
Mamaroneck, New Rochelle, North 
Castle Port Chester, Rye, Rye Brook, 
Tuckahoe and portions of White Plains 
and Yonkers.

Other Democrats who have 
announced their intention to run for 
Latimer’s seat are Assemblywoman 
Shelly Mayer, Bedford Supervisor Chris 
Burdick and Kat Brezler of White Plains. 
Last week, Bedford attorney Sarmad 
Khojasteh became the first Republican 
to officially announce his intention to 
run for the seat.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo will need to 
announce a date for a special election 
once Latimer resigns from the seat and 
becomes county executive. 

Yonkers Mayor Spano Announces 
Bid for 37th Senate District Seat
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Gifts for the Holidays

Directors and athletes from Team 91 Tristate lacrosse visited the Pleasantville Cottage School on 
Dec. 1 to hand out presents that had been donated by staff, players and families. The Pleasantville 
Cottage School is home to emotionally troubled students. About half  of  the youngsters at the 
school remain on campus during the holidays as they have no home or family to celebrate with.  
“This was my fourth year going to the Cottage School to donate the gifts. This is always a special 
night for Team 91 to give back to the community and help those in need,” said Jon Altneu, a 
2024 Select Team Member. 
The donated gifts ensure that each child at Pleasantville Cottage School is able receive a present 
this holiday season. 

Mt. Pleasant Proposes Higher 
Parking Fees for 2018

Town officials plan to increase 
some of the parking permit fees in 
town-owned lots at the Hawthorne 
and Valhalla Metro-North stations 
next year.

The proposal is to raise the annual 
parking pass from $350 to $375 
while the weekly ticket would jump 
from $40 to $45. The merchant fee is 
proposed to go from $55 to $75.

Costs for all other parking permits 
would remain the same. The daily 
senior rate for residents 55 and older 
would stay at $10 while the daily fee 
for non-seniors would stay at $15. 
The annual student pass would still 

be $125. 
Though no residents spoke during 

at last Tuesday’s public hearing, 
Councilman Nicholas DiPaolo asked 
that the hearing be adjourned until 
the Dec. 27 meeting. DiPaolo said he 
wanted the proposed increases to be 
posted on the town’s website “to be 
consistent with our past practices.” 
The hearing is scheduled for 8 p.m. 
at Town Hall.

Annual parking permits are valid 
from Mar. 1 through the end of 
February of the following year. 

—Neal Rentz
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By Martin Wilbur
Residents in New Castle and North Castle 

will soon have to get used to finding a new 
way to leave their recyclables outside their 
homes if they want to see the items picked 
up.

Officials in both towns are trying to get 
the message out to residents that starting 
Jan. 1 SaniPro will no longer take away items 
for recycling if they are left in a plastic bag. If 
a resident in either town doesn’t follow the 
new rule, an Oops! sticker will be placed on 
the bag.

New Castle Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
said that the recycling bags that are typically 
blue are clogging the recycling machine 
at SaniPro’s Brewster location, prompting 
the company to end the practice for all 
municipalities that sill have their residents 
use the bags.

“What we need to do as a Town Board, 
we need to get the word out to residents 
that they can’t use plastic bags for their 
recyclables,” Greenstein said.

Mailers are being sent out in both 
communities to remind residents of the 
change.

Officials suggested that residents can 
dedicate a trash receptacle and mark it that 
it’s for recyclables.

North Castle Councilman Jose Berra, the 
Town Board’s liaison to the municipality’s 
Recycling and Sustainability Committee, 
said as part of the town’s mailing, there will 

be a recycling sticker that residents can affix 
to a trash receptacle or other bin to make 
pickup crews aware that items for recycling 
are stored inside.

North Castle is also selling a blue recycling 
bin for $10 with the town’s logo on the side. 
Those can be purchased at the Town Clerk’s 
office during regular Town Hall hours.

Berra said the lone exception to the new 

rule in North Castle is regarding shredded 
paper, which can still be placed in the blue 
bags.

Recycling Rules to Change in New Castle, North Castle on Jan. 1

Residents in New Castle and North Castle will 
see a sticker similar to this placed on any blue 
plastic bag that contains items for recycling. The 
company that makes the pick-ups will stop taking 
recyclables in plastic bags starting Jan. 1.
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Pleasantville Weighs Banning Single-Use Plastic Bags
By Anna Young

Pleasantville officials are crafting a local 
ordinance that would eliminate single-use 
plastic bags in all stores within the village 
and encourage patrons to carry reusable 
shopping bags. 

The new legislation, referred to as the 
Retail Checkout Bag Ordinance and 
recommended by Pleasantville Recycles, 
would also call for certain stores, such as 
groceries, food markets, pharmacies and 
convenience stores to charge customers 
a five-cent fee for each paper bag used to 
carry out merchandise. 

The carry-out bag cost will increase to 
10 cents after one year. 

Earlier this year, the Village Board 
joined forces with Pace University’s 
Environmental Policy Clinic to take the 
Climate Smart Community pledge. The 
pledge is a 10-step commitment that 
encourages renewable energy, increases 

recycling efforts and incorporates climate 
change, sustainability and the use of 
environmentally safe goods and services 
within all developmental plans. 

Officials believe that making the switch 
to reusable bags is an alternative that 
will benefit the overall health, safety and 
welfare of the village, its residents and the 
environment. 

“The purpose of all of that would be to 
incentivize all of us to use reusable bags 
to decrease the use of plastic and paper 
bags, the former being an environmental 
waste problem, the latter being a set of 
environmental problems of a different 
sort even though they are biodegradable,” 
Mayor Peter Scherer said. “The law that 
has been proposed is very similar to a law 
that was passed about a year ago by our 
friends in New Castle and they report it 
has been a substantial success.” 

The ordinance would still allow plastic 

bags to be used for meat, produce, baked 
goods, dry cleaners, newspapers and 
flowers. Bags for prescription drugs, 
greeting cards and packages containing 
multiple bags intended for use such as 
garbage, pet waste or yard waste would 
also remain in use. 

The five-cent charge for a paper bag 
would not apply to restaurants, delis or 
other businesses that receive 90 percent 
or more of its revenue from the sale of 
prepared food. 

While merchants are also encouraged to 
carry and sell reusable bags, businesses will 
provide customers, at no cost, a reusable 
bag within the first six months of the law’s 
adoption. In the event a business does not 
comply with the ordinance, the village will 
enforce fines for each violation. 

The initiative will be discussed at the 
Jan. 8 Village Board meeting with a public 
hearing to follow on Jan. 22. 
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North Castle Police Department

Dec. 9: A complainant arrived at 
headquarters at 1:11 p.m. to report that he 
is a taxi driver who transported a party to 
Wrights Mill Road. The party exited the taxi 
and stated that would he return with the 
$120 fare. After 40 minutes, the passenger 
did not return. The passenger also left items 
in the taxi. The responding officer arrived 
at the location and the matter was adjusted. 

Dec. 9: An anonymous caller reported at 
1:51 p.m. a malfunction with the railroad 
crossing gate at Virginia Road, which is 
causing a traffic issue. The responding 
officer confirmed the condition. The MTA 
police were advised and responded. 

Dec. 9: Report of a residential burglary on 
Jackson Road at 6:06 p.m. The responding 
officer stated there was a shattered rear 

sliding door at the location. 
Dec. 13: A caller reported at 8:23 p.m. that 

a pedestrian was struck by a motor vehicle 
in front of her residence on Washington 
Avenue. Units were dispatched to the scene.

Dec. 14: A Ridgeview Drive resident 
arrived at headquarters at 8:37 a.m. to 
report personal items were taken from his 
vehicle overnight. A report was taken.

Dec. 14: Report of a male party sleeping 
in his vehicle on Bedford Road at 10:49 a.m. 
The vehicle was described as a black Toyota 
pickup truck. The responding officer spoke 
with the party; the matter was adjusted. 

Dec. 14: Report of a possible residential 
burglary on Piping Brook Lane at 7:45 p.m. 
The responding officer located broken glass 
to the rear sliding door and several footsteps 
in the snow. 

North White Plains Gas Station Robbed; 
Investigation Continues

Police Blotter

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Obituaries
Mary Sutyak

Mary (Puntigam) Sutyak, a lifetime 
Hawthorne resident, passed on Dec. 10.  

She was 98.  
Sutyak was born Apr. 28, 1919, to the 

late Leopold and Barbara (Schmidt) 
Puntigam in Hawthorne. She graduated 
Pleasantville High School in 1939. She 
first worked at Reader’s Digest and 
retired from Educational Audio Visual 
in 1989.  

Sutyak was predeceased by her first 
husband, John (Scotty) Cormack, 
in 1942, and her second husband, 
John Sutyak, in 1986. She was also 
predeceased by her sister, Anna Ranus; 
her brother and sister-in-law, Joe and 
June Puntigam; first cousin Lilly Winzig; 

and other relatives. Sutyak is survived 
by two daughters, four grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. Sutyak 
was a life member of the Hawthorne Fire 
Department Ladies Auxiliary. She was an 
active chaperone and seamstress for the 
Thornwood Fire Department Band “The 
Lancers” from 1965 to 1994. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Dec. 12 and 13. A funeral 
Mass was held at Holy Rosary Church 
in Hawthorne on Dec. 13 followed by 
interment at All Souls Cemetery in 
Pleasantville. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to the Hawthorne Fire Department, 
25 Home St. Hawthorne, N.Y. 10532.   
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Olga Duro
Olga Duro of Pleasantville died on Dec. 

10. 
She was 90. 
Duro was born on May 15, 1927, to the 

late Stephen and Anna Jubinski in Mid 
Valley, Pa. She was a retired waitress at 
Howard Johnson’s Restaurant in Yonkers. 

Duro was predeceased by her devoted 
husband, Philip Duro, in 1997 and 
two brothers. She is survived by her 
loving children, Philip (Diana) Duro of 
Wappingers Falls and Deborah (Anthony) 
Russo of Pleasantville; her sister, Mary 

Shurtluff, of Vero Beach, Fla.; her four 
cherished grandchildren, Anthony, 
Carissa, Matthew and Danielle Duro; and 
two great-grandchildren, Raquel and AJ 
Duro. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Dec. 15. Services were held at 
the funeral home on Dec. 16 followed by 
entombment at Ferncliff Mausoleum in 
Hartsdale. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
Alzheimer’s Association would be 
appreciated.

Mary Rearigh
Mary Theresa Rearigh, formerly of 

Brooklyn and the Bronx and Leesberg, 
Fla., died on Dec. 10. 

She was 85.
Rearigh was born on Jan. 22, 1932, to 

the late Jeremiah and Julia Kelliher in 
New York City. She was a retired secretary 
with New York Telephone Co. in New 
York City.

She was predeceased by her devoted 
husband, Leland G. Rearigh, in 2008, 
and by her brother, Thomas Kelliher. She 
is survived by her loving cousin, Bridget 
(John) Flood, of Valhalla. 

A funeral Mass was held at Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Chapel at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne on Dec. 19, 
followed by interment.

Marie Loria
Marie Josephine Loria of Valhalla and 

formerly the Bronx died on Dec. 10. 
She was 100.
Loria was born on Sept. 16, 1917, to 

the late Enrico and Isabelle Lordi in 
the Bronx. She was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Roger O. Loria, in 
1996; by her son, Vernon H. Loria, in 
2005; her daughter, Lorraine Giampino, 

in 1984; three brothers; and two sisters. 
She is survived by her loving son, Roger 
V. (Vera) Loria, Sr., of Valhalla; her 
daughter-in-law, Sue Loria, of Piscataway, 
N.J.; her 11 grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren. 

Visitation and funeral services were 
held at Hawthorne Funeral Home on Dec. 
13. Interment was private.

North Castle police are investigating a 
Dec. 12 armed robbery of a North White 
Plains gas station less than two hours before 
a similar heist was reported in Port Chester. 

Police said a male subject entered the 
Exxon gas station and convenience story at 
750 N. Broadway shortly before 1 a.m. with 
only the store clerk inside the establishment. 
The robber brandished a black semi-
automatic handgun and demanded cash 
from the employee.

It was not revealed by police how much 
money was stolen in the robbery.

Before police arrived on the scene, the 
suspect was seen fleeing the premises on 

foot and police believe he left the area.
Police described the robber as a white 

or possibly Hispanic male with dark hair, 
about 5-foot-8 and was wearing a gray 
sweatshirt, sweat pants and a white surgical 
mask to cover most of his face.

The nature of the robbery and the 
description of the suspect of a Port Chester 
gas station, reported at 2:42 a.m., has law 
enforcement authorities believing the two 
incidents are connected, police said.

The North Castle Police Department’s 
Detective Division is investigating the 
North White Plains robbery.

—Martin Wilbur
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Ability Beyond Disability
Accel Printing & Graphics
AGL
Alaina Bainlardi, Houlihan Lawrence Katonah Brokerage
All of Me Medispa and Gynecology
Amy Hunter, Civic Member
Arco Cleaning
Arthur Murray Dance Studio
Avenue 145
Bagel & Bean Cafe
Barnum Financial Group
Barry Malvin Associates
Bedford Hills Family Chiropractic, PC 
Beehive Designer Collective
Ben & Jerry’s
Bet Torah Nursery School
Bicycle World
Billy’s Hair Salon
Bilotta Kitchens
Blithewold Home
Body Beautiful of New York
Bostick & Murphy CPAs  PC
Boys & Girls Club of Northern Westchester
C2 Education
Cafe Realty
Calderone Financial Services, Inc.
Canine Kindergarten at The Park
CareMount Medical
Cassidy-Flynn Funeral Home
Chad Wallace Studio
Chop’t Salad Company
Christina M. Martabano, Esq.
Clipper Magazine
Club Pilates
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Comprehensive Reimbursement
Crabtree’s Kittle House
Daily Voice
Daniel Cameron, MD
DataKey Consulting
Deborah Becker, Agent of NY Life
D’Errico Jewelry
Devereux NY Cares 
Diamond Properties
DiVestea Wealth Partners of Raymond James
Ecology Tree Service
Edward Jones Investments
Elim Dental
Elysian Color
Events To Remember
Examiner Media LLC
Exit 4 Food Hall 
Fidelis Care New York
Finger Lakes School of Massage
First Fitness
Four Seasons Flowers
Frannie’s Goodie Shop
Friends of the Mount Kisco Public Library
Gentle Care Pediatric Dentistry
George Hartshorn Paving
Glen Arbor Golf Club
Grand Prix New York 
Healthlink NY
Heller’s Shoes
Holiday Inn Mt. Kisco
Houlihan Lawrence Inc.
Indulgence Salon & Blowdry Lounge
Jackson Lewis P.C.

Jessica Bacal, Esq., P.C.
JH Crane & Son
Jodi’s Gym
Jolie Jordan Boutique
Key Bank
Kisco River Eatery
Kisco Run LLC
Kiwi Country Day Camp
Knight Security Systems
Kumon
Kuritzky Glass
Laschal Surgical
Law Office of Neil H. Reig
Le Collage Salon
Leonard Park Wines & Spirits
Limited Unlimited Jewelers
Little Blessings Christian Preschool
Little Crepe Street
Little Drunk Chef
Little Kabab Station
Making Faces Parties
Maria Lepp, Civic Member
Markus & Sheridan, LLP
Massage Envy
Michael’s Garden Gate Nursery
Minuteman Press
Modell’s Sporting Goods
Money Mailer of Northeast Westchester & Putnam
Monteleone & Monteleone
Mosbacher Properties
Mount Kisco Arts Council
Mount Kisco Child Care Center
Mount Kisco Coach Diner
Mount Kisco Democratic Committee
Mount Kisco Farm
Mount Kisco Gold & Silver
Mount Kisco Hardware
Mount Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry
Mount Kisco Pool Service, Inc
Mount Kisco Seafood
Mount Kisco Sports
Mount Kisco Veterinary Clinic
Music & Arts
My Second Home
Neighbor’s Link
New York Dolls
No Place Like Home Veterinary Care
Northern Westchester Auto Body, Inc.
Northern Westchester Hospital
NYS Assemblyman David Buchwald
Oakwood Cemetery
Open Door Medical 
Orangetheory Fitness
P. Morrissey Contracting, Inc.
Paint Track Painting Services
Patriot National Bank
PCSB Bank
People’s United Bank
Personal Affairs Administration, Inc
Pick Up Every Stitch
Pins & Needles
Premier Flooring
Professional Eye Care
Putnam Hospital Center Outpatient Rehab
Quality Express Kitchen Cabinets
Red Ski Creative Group
Regus
Reining Cats & Dogs

RideConnect
Right Click Solutions, LLC
Rise Above Floatation
Robert Half Management Resources
Robin Eden Photography
Rockin’ Jump
Russell B. Bleakley Plumbing & Heating Inc.
Russell Speeder’s Car Wash
Saint Mark’s Church
Salem Golf Club
Salon Edera
Saw Mill Club
Segan & Garbuio, CPAs, P.C.
Servpro of Northern Westchester
Shamberg Marwell Hollis Andreycak & Laidlaw, P.C.
Siegel Bros Marketplace
Siegel Bros Wine & Spirits
Signarama
Silverberg Law Firm PC
Skinny Buddha, Inc.
Soundview Prepatory School
South Bedford Oral & Maxilofacial Surgery
Sparklicious
Splash Car Wash
Sprint
State Farm Insurance - Mike Christastie
Stella & Dot by Carinne Mossa
Stern Orthodontics
Stone Fire
Suburban Propane
Sunrise Solar Solutions
Sy Schnur  CPA/PFS
T  Square Properties, Inc.
Talk of the Town Speech & Language Therapy
TD Bank
Temple Shaaray Tefila
The Birthday Box
The Bristal Assisted Living
The Care of Trees
The Hack Agency
The Mental Health Association of Westchester
The Patio 3 Restaurant
The Reyem Company
The Tile Gallery
The Turk 
The Westchester Bank
Thomas Fox & Sons Catering
Thomas Marchese, Keller Williams Realty Group
Tiger Lily Boutique
T-Mobile
Tompkins Mahopac Bank
Toshiba Business Solutions
Traveling Chic Boutique
Trustco Bank
uBreakiFix
VDRB Consulting
Via Michelle
Wells Fargo Bank
Westchester Family Church
Westchester House and Home
Westchester Mixed Martial Arts & Fitness
Westchester Power
Whim
William Raveis Real Estate
Winston 
Yogi’s Paw Boutique
Zumbach Electronics Corp.

2018 Happenings Follow Us!
Street Banner Program
MKCC Citizen of Year Gala
Fox Lane High School Entrepreneunrial Scholarship
Mount Kisco Sales Days
Downtown Holiday Décor 
Annual Community Tree Lighting & visit with Santa

#Lovewhereulive....#ShopKisco
www.mtkiscochamber.com

Wishing You a Healthy & Happy New Year
MOUNT KISCO CHAMBER of COMMERCE

From the•
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By Anna Young
State Sen. Terrence Murphy 

(R-Yorktown) presented students from 
Pace University’s Environmental Policy 
Clinic with a copy of the recently signed 
Elephant Protection Act, a bill they 
proposed that prohibit using elephants 
in entertainment acts throughout the 
state. 

Murphy joined students and faculty 
last Wednesday at Pace’s Dyson College 
of Arts & Environmental Policy Clinic 
as they rejoiced in saving elephants’ 
lives after spending four years crafting 
the legislation. Murphy gave students 
a copy of the bill that Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo signed into law on Oct. 19. 

Murphy said working with the 
students was an educational experience 
for him because they made him aware 
of the abuse the animals experienced at 
the expense of entertaining the public. 
He added that his colleagues were 
motivated to move the bill forward in 
May when they learned trainers often 
stab or hook the animals to perform 
tricks. 

“These students took on the 
monumental task of ending the 
mistreatment of performing elephants,” 
Murphy said. “I am proud to be able 
to present them with this bill. Pace 
students will always be able to look at 
this and know they made a difference.”

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
(D-Scarsdale) also worked with students 
to ensure passage by the Assembly. 

Under the supervision of Pace faculty 
members John Cronin and Michelle 
Land, students worked tirelessly to 
create legislation that highlighted the 
glorification of taming wild animals 
for entertainment. The act safeguards 
all elephants from the physical and 
psychological harm inflicted upon them 
as a result of their living conditions, 
treatment and methods necessary to 
train them for performances such as 

circuses. 
With New York the first state to pass 

this type of measure, Cronin assured 
the students that the law they helped 
craft would catch legislators’ attention 
in other states and nations. 

“It’s going to change attitudes of 
children growing up about the global 
condition of elephants and teach a 
whole new respect that elephants aren’t 
clowns, they’re wild animals,” he said. 

“The cruel practices and false values 
that circuses and similar venues 
promote in the U.S. only contribute 

to the dire condition of elephant 
populations globally,” added Land, who 
originally inspired students to pursue 
the elephant performance ban. “They 
are the antiquated relics of a bygone 
era.”

Pace student Nicole Virgona 
commended her fellow students on 
achieving their dream. She said the 
clinic has been passionate about 
protecting elephants and thanked 
Murphy and Paulin and their professors 
for giving students free range to achieve 
their goal. 

Pavan Naidu, a second-year graduate 
student who worked on the project 
from the start, said holding the signed 
bill was equivalent to holding a Super 
Bowl trophy. 

“We helped protect elephants, 
something that I never thought I’d do,” 
Naidu said. “We really made a difference 
in the world.”

Pace Students Recognized for Championing Elephant Law

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
State Sen. Terrence Murphy joined students and faculty from Pace’s Dyson College of  Arts & Environmental 
Policy Clinic on Dec. 13 to celebrate the law banning the use of  elephants for entertainment. The law, 
signed by Gov. Cuomo on Oct. 19, was spawned by the Pace University students.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

For a town that prides itself on 
giving the most harmless applications 
a thorough and rigorous review, the 
recent episode involving the Sunshine 
Children’s Home & Rehabilitation 
Center’s surprise activity late last month 
is difficult to accept.

The demolition, excavation and 
drilling that took place sometime shortly 
after Thanksgiving on Sunshine’s land 
on Spring Valley Road in the far west 
edge of New Castle is also an affront to 
anyone that has been mired in red tape 
for benign improvements to decks and 
garages and minor expansions.

What has been established is 
Sunshine Children’s Home moved 
ahead without permits for work related 
to the deepening of one of its three 
operating wells. The well deepening 
wasn’t what got the applicant in trouble, 
since only notification of the county 
Health Department was required. 
Rather it’s what crews needed to remove 
– a shed and a tree that was 18 inches 
in diameter – in order to complete the 
task that has drawn the ire of nearby 
homeowners.

Add an additional permit that is now 
needed for a retaining wall because of 
the potential for erosion, and Sunshine 
has created a mess that didn’t have to 
occur.

This roughly 128,000-square-
foot proposed expansion has been 
controversial from the start, which 
should force Sunshine to do everything 
it can to ingratiate itself with the 
community. It likely won’t change the 
neighbors’ opinions that the expansion 
is badly out of character with the area, 
but it would have shown good faith. 

Having noticed the neighbors would 
have been a good idea, even if it wasn’t 
required, instead of coming onto the 
property with heavy equipment either 
during the Thanksgiving weekend or 
shortly afterward. (Some neighbors 
have reported that the crews were seen 
on Nov. 24, the day after Thanksgiving 
even though the Building Inspector’s 
report couldn’t confirm when work 
started.) 

What’s particularly unfortunate for 
Sunshine is it now gives the neighbors 
a highly plausible argument that the 
home gets what it wants from the 
town because the facility provides 
such an important service. Or that 
Sunshine didn’t have to go through the 
lengthier and expensive environmental 
review after it was granted a negative 
declaration under SEQRA because it 
receives special treatment. 

Or that Sunshine has had several 
other instances since 2010, according to 
some neighbors, where they may have 
either skirted the town code or pushed 
the envelope.

That may not be true, but it’s the 
perception, especially in New Castle 
when so many applicants must jump 
through hoops to get their approvals for 
relatively minor projects.

Despite the great work that they do, 
let’s hope that when Sunshine Children’s 
Home returns before the Planning 
Board and Zoning Board of Appeals 
early in 2018, they will have to comply 
with the letter of the law.

New York Must Do More to Help 
Sex Abuse Victims

If there’s a valid reason why New 

York State still has a five-year criminal 
statute of limitations for perpetrators of 
sexual abuse, it’s not readily apparent to 
anyone with a shred of common sense.

For years, victims and their advocates 
in New York, as well as many others with 
empathy and outrage, have steadfastly 
fought to significantly lengthen not 
only the criminal statute of limitations 
for sexual offenses from five to 10 years, 
but to allow those who were abused as 
children to file a civil suit until they’re 
50 years old. Currently, that age cutoff 
is 23.

However, for the past 14 years, the 
Child Victims Act has been ignored 
in the state Senate, when in that same 
period it has passed five times in the 
Assembly. As a result, one of the weakest 
set of laws in the nation is allowed to 
continue to protect the predator rather 
than children and other victims of 
sexual abuse.

It is time for that to end. That Senate 
Majority Leader John Flanagan refuses 
to bring the legislation, or some 
facsimile of it, to a vote is inexcusable. 
At least state Sen. Terrence Murphy 
offered a mostly lame reason: that he 
had “due process concerns” with the 
provision of the Child Victims Act 
that allows for a victim to bring a civil 
suit against an individual regardless 
of timeframe for the first year after its 
passage.

With so much focus on abuse and 
harassment issues, the upcoming 
session in the state Senate is the time 
and place to get this corrected. If not, 
then the Senate will be turning a blind 
eye to one of the worst scourges in our 
society.

Editorial
Sunshine Children’s Home Could Have Avoided Latest Controversy
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

Letter to the Editor

Dear Mayor Peter Scherer and members 
of the Board of Trustees of the Village of 
Pleasantville:

At the present time, I am in a wonderful 
rehabilitation facility in Purdys where 
I am surrounded by caring nurses and 
staff while I heal. It is a real reminder of 
how much better for family and friends 
it would be if this type of facility was 
closer to my home in Pleasantville. If 
we had specialty care of any kind in the 
village, and that includes a senior assisted 
living residence, it would benefit two 
generations – the person in need and 
their family.

Having lived in Pleasantville my whole 
life, I’ve watched the Old Village evolve. 

It was the original business district before 
the arrival of railroad service. As the area 
diversified, the volunteer fire department 
built Hayes Hose Company to better serve 
and protect the growth of the community 
at that section of the village. The Manville 
Estate was divided into Foxwood condos 
and a business area as well as developing 
Maple Hill.

The Old Village has prospered, not 
because it is all residential, business or 
commercial, but because it has evolved to 
accommodate all of them.

 I see the Sunrise assisted living project 
as a use which is consistent with the 
evolution of the Old Village, and as such, 
will fit in nicely on the property next to the 

Methodist church. The fact that Sunrise 
has offered significant modifications in 
response to the board and Maple Hill 
residents’ feedback provides even greater 
confidence they will be good neighbors.

All my years in Pleasantville tells me 
this use is consistent with the area. As 
such it will have a minimal impact on 
the neighborhood or village. I urge you 
to think of seniors and their families 
and give them a Pleasantville option 
and commitment. Please pursue the 
Sunrise proposal with confidence and 
commitment.

Toni Emerson
Pleasantville

P’ville Resident Appeals to Officials to Consider Assisted Living Project
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By Anna Young
Pleasantville High School art teacher 

and professional illustrator Gregory 
Nemec realized last year that his passion 
for art became all work and no play. 

Following an art show at Arc Stages in 
Pleasantville more than a year ago, Nemec 
took a hard look at his body of work and 
realized the hustle and bustle of his life 
was preventing him from sitting down 
and drawing just for fun. 

“I realized even though I’ve been 
drawing and being creative for 30 years, 
I hadn’t really developed a body of work 
that reflects who I am,” Nemec said. 
“I was sad that I don’t draw for fun like 
I did every day when I was a kid, but 
once it became college assignments and 
illustration assignments, drawing for fun 
had kind of gone away.”

Nemec used an Instagram challenge 
called Inktober, a drawing prompt that 
dared artists to illustrate one ink drawing 
a day for the entire month of October, 
in order to sit down and sketch each 
night. But what began as a social media 

challenge turned into a year’s worth of 
drawings. 

Nemec created monthly designs 
comprised of 28 to 31 drawings. He 
posted each illustration daily on social 
media and took requests from friends on 
what they would like to see incorporated 
into his designs. 

“It took me until I was 50 to realize 
I could do this for fun,” Nemec said. 
“Drawing has always been my favorite 
thing to do.” 

While it may have taken some time 
for Nemec to reignite his passion, the 
Pleasantville resident and Iowa native 
spent his childhood devoted to his craft. 
His love of art led him to The University 
of the Arts in Philadelphia where he 
majored in illustration. 

“Art has always been who I am,” 
Nemec said. “I always liked art that was 
in conversation with the viewer, and 
illustration always made sense to me.”

Nemec went on to become a freelance 
illustrator, contributing to publications 
such as The New York Times, Random 

House, The Wall Street Journal, National 
Geographic Adventure, WIRED and 
Men’s Health, among others. 

After Nemec and his family moved to 
Pleasantville in 1999, he began teaching 
art in various capacities throughout 
the village, including the Jacob Burns 
Animation Studio where he taught fourth-
graders animation for 10 years. Nemec 
has also been teaching an afterschool 
art class at the Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church for 14 years. 

A knack for teaching motivated him to 
attend Pace University where he earned 
his master’s degree in art education five 
years ago. 

“At one point I did have four different 
teaching jobs and I figured I should go 
back to school and make this a career 
because I like it,” Nemec said. “I’m 
definitely the classic lifelong learner, I’m 
just interested in a lot of things.” 

Nemec, who spent four years teaching 
art part-time at Pleasantville High School, 
was bumped up to a full-time position 
this year. Nemec has also contributed his 
talents by painting four murals on the 
walls of the Bedford Road School. 

With Nemec’s year of drawings on 
display at the Schiffman Butterfield 
Gallery at Arc Stages through February, 
he said his current body of work is the 
most rewarding artistic pursuit of his life. 

“It was fun for me to see them all 
together,” Nemec said about his exhibit’s 
opening on Dec. 2. “But the great part was 

seeing people studying them. People lined 
up and got lost looking at each design.”

Nemec said his New Year’s resolution 
is to begin drawing again every day in 
January. While he doesn’t know what 
his next project will entail, he wants to 
feel the enjoyment and discipline he had 
crafting his latest project. 

“I love being busy,” Nemec said. “I can’t 
relate to people when they say they’re 
bored. I haven’t been bored in 25 years.”

To view or purchase Gregory Nemec’s 
illustrations, visit www.etsy.com/shop/
Nemecmadeit 

know your
Neighbor

Gregory Nemec, Illustrator/Art Teacher, 
Pleasantville
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RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

 39 MONTH LEASE WITH $0, $1995 OR $2995 DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $695  BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, PROMASTER $13851, RAM CREW $24718, RAM REBEL $27625, RAM QUAD $23337,  10K   
MILE ALLOWANCE. UP TO 25¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES INCLUDE ALL  INCENTIVESYOU MAY NOT QUALIFY FOR ALL INCENTIVES   SEE US FOR DETAILS .  OTHER INCENTIVE S MAY APPLY,  MUST BE CREDIT 
QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 12/31/17

If A Deal Looks Too Good To Be True... You Better Read Their Fine Print!

NEW 2017 RAM

$378
39 MONTH • $2,995 DOWN

The Big Finish 
Ram Truck Sale!

BRAND NEW 2016 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB’S
BRAND NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 
BIG HORN PACKAGE, 27S PACKAGE, 4X4, TONNEAU COVER, SIDE STEPS, 

ALPINE SOUND, SPRAY ON BEDLINER AND MORE. STK#11746T

MSRP $46,115

$35,115
SAVE $11,000

BRAND NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 

BIG HORN PACKAGE WITH BUCKET SEATS, 4X4, HEATED SEATS, ALLOY 
WHEELS, HEMI, NAVIGATION, ALPINE SOUND, LOADED. STK#117735T

MSRP $48,100

$37,100
SAVE $11,000OFF!

TAKE

LAST 1!

$11,OOO

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$289 $238
$0

DOWN

$199FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

NEW 2017

RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 
EXPRESS 4X4 
EPXPRESS PACKAGE • 2 AVAILABLE 

27J, HEMI, EXPRESS PACKAGE, TOW PACKAGE, 
SPRAY ON BEDLINER AND MORE

NEW 2018

RAM REBEL
CREW CAB 4X4

LOADED! A MUST SEE!
 26W, REBEL GROUP, LUXURY PACKAGE, KEYLESS 

START, SPRAY ON BEDLINER, NAVIGATION. STK#12238T

OVER 
$55,000 
MSRP!

NEW 2017

RAM 1500 CREW CAB 
BLACK EXPRESS 4X4 
EPXPRESS PACKAGE • 2 AT SAME PRICE 
26J, HEMI, BLACK EXPRESS PACKAGE, TOW PACKAGE, 

SPRAY ON BED LINER AND MORE. STK#12080T

$1995
DOWN

$2995
DOWN

$309 $248
$0

DOWN

$218FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS FOR 39 MONTHS

$198
39 MONTH • $2,995 DOWN

THE RIGHT 
SIZE CARGO 

VAN!

NEW 2017

RAM PROMASTER
CITY CARGO VAN

THE PERFECT SIZED CARGO VAN
 24C, CARGO VAN, CLOTH, BACK-UP CAMERA, 2.4 

4CYL, SPEED CONTROL, UCONNECT 5.0, STK#11873T

SOLD
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Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Place your holiday orders early! 

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Christmas Eve - 11:00am - 5:00pm
Christmas Day - CLOSED

New Years Eve - 11:00am - 9:30pm
New Years Day - CLOSED

Merry Christmas and 
Happy Hanukkah 

Miracle on 
2010 Albany Post Road!

Merry Christmas!

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 

Games and 
Puzzles for the 
Whole Family

Featuring Eco-Friendly 
and Products 

Made in the USA

86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY • gifthut06@aim.com • 845.297.3786
Visit us:  Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm

Happy Holidays!

Please Call us For your Holiday Parties 
or Transportation Needs

Featuring Eco-Friendly 
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Before I married, I had a 
roommate named Tom who 
was an excellent artist and 
craftsman, a fellow who added 
more taste and style to our 
place than one normally would 
expect to find in an apartment 
occupied by two bachelors.

We shared living space for 
little more than a year but 
when Christmas approached, 
he suggested that we have a 
tree, fully decorated. I was 
somewhat surprised, even 
resistant to such an idea – I 
was not what you would call 
domestic when I was young, 
certainly not a Home Guru in 
training – but he insisted. And, because 
he was really into crafts, he suggested 
that we make our own ornaments. I 
was definitely not interested in that 
prospect, so I suggested that he make 
the ornaments, and I offered to buy the 
tree.

Because he worked in the garment 
district, he had access to shops where he 
bought spools of ribbons, many kinds of 
different glass beads, sequins, buttons 
and feather plumes. With a supply of 
different sized Styrofoam balls and 

lots of straight pins, he had 
assembled all the makings of a 
home industry for ornaments. 
Artistic as he was, he crafted 
ornaments that were indeed 
sensational. Impressed by his 
artistry, I thought I’d try my 
hand at it and must confess, 
while I’m not at all crafts 
oriented, I enjoyed it, but 
hoped that I wouldn’t want to 
take up knitting next!

When I moved out, I didn’t 
get custody of the handmade 
Christmas balls, but soon after 
I was able to bring the concept 
to my wife and, as newlyweds, 
we had our first project to 

share.  
In the days before A.C. Moore and 

Michael’s, not to mention Martha 
Stewart, the place to get the wildest 
stuff for ornamental projects was in 
the hat district of Manhattan, west of 
Fifth Avenue on 38th Street. On my 
way home from work each day, I’d 
pass through and buy interesting hat 
decorations from the time when women 
still wore hats.

Then, immediately following dinner, 
my wife and I would sit in the living 

room, spread out my finds on our large 
coffee table and get to work. 

We came up with the idea of each 
making one elaborate tree ornament 
every year throughout our marriage. We 
got into our new hobby so much that it 
became an obsession the first year. The 
balls became more and more elaborate 
as we practiced our skills, and many 
were themed with their own names. 

One ball, completely covered in pink 
ribbon ruching was named our Baby 
Girl ball, even though we didn’t have 
a baby yet. There was also the Grace 
Kelly ball with pale blue and yellow 
ribbons and pearls; the Swan Lake ball 
with white ribbons, white feathers and 
crystals; the Can-Can Girl ball with 
black and red ribbons, beads and a 
black feather plume on top; and our 
real piece de resistance, a large Faberge 
ball with semiprecious gems all over it, 
taken from old pieces of jewelry.

The tips of our thumbs had developed 
calluses from pushing in the pins until 
we got smart and used thimbles to aid 
our obsession. 

We decided it would be safer to buy a 
large artificial tree so that there would 
be no threat of sap staining the balls. 
We kept producing our little gems until 

we ran out of space on the tree. We had 
become Christmas ball addicted.

During that first holiday season, we 
magnanimously allowed any visitor 
to select one of our creations for their 
own trees, and still the tree seemed 
overladen. The bottom line, however, 
is that we must have OD’d on our first 
year’s attempt because we haven’t made 
a single ball since then. We did, however, 
add antique and specialty ornaments 
over the years, as presents to each other. 

As we have gotten older, our tree has 
become smaller, and our daughter, who 
was predated by that pink ribbon ball in 
her honor, is now the recipient, one by 
one, of our early Christmas ornament 
binge.

I guess that’s the kind of stuff newly-
married couples do together, projects 
that can be appreciated later in life 
when there’s time to do so. And, that’s 
exactly what has happened.

While Bill Primavera has enjoyed 
careers as a journalist and publicist, he is 
now a Realtor® associated with William 
Raveis Real Estate, specializing in upper 
Westchester and Putnam Counties. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Handmade Holiday Memories to Last a Lifetime – or Two

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Stayin’ Alive, Inc., a nonprofit 
organization with a mission to raise 
money to help northern Westchester 
first responders purchase equipment 
that isn’t included in a department’s 
budget, held its Grant Award Ceremony 
at Northern Westchester Hospital on 
Nov. 21. 

Co-founders Michele Berliner 
and Christy Saltstein founded the 
organization after their husbands were 
saved by first responders in Armonk 
during the height of Superstorm Sandy 
in October 2012.  

“Prior to our husbands’ accident 
during Hurricane Sandy in 2012, we 
had no idea how vital the jobs of the 
Northern Westchester first responders 
were,” Berliner said. “We knew that 
first responders were important, but we 
certainly had no idea the degrees that 
they will go to help others in need.”

The organization raises money every 
year through its annual Stayin’ Alive 
5K & Fun Run held in May. The fifth 
annual event will be held next year on 
Saturday, May 19 in the Windmill Farm 
community in Armonk. 

Thus far, about 1,150 runners have 
helped raised more than $112,000, 
including nearly $40,000 collected 
from the race earlier this year that was 
given in the form of grants to nine local 
departments to pay for equipment that 
will help the departments serve the 
public.

Armonk Independent Fire 
Company: Blowhard Ventilation Fan. 
Expels smoke and other toxic gases 
from homes and businesses.

Banksville Independent Fire 
Company: MARSARS Ice Rescue 
Safety Sled and 300 Feet of Rescue 
Tether Rope. Quick deployment during 
ice rescues and provides safety for 
rescuer and victim.

Bedford Hills Fire District: Bullard 
Thermal Imaging Camera. Allows 
firefighters to view heat in a given area. 
This includes locating a fire or victims 
inside or outside a building, at a motor 
vehicle accident or during a large area 
search effort. 

Chappaqua Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps: Lucas Automated CPR Device. 
Helps improve outcomes of sudden 

cardiac arrest victims and improve 
operations for medical responders. 

Lewisboro Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps: Manikin “Family” and 
Training. Provides up-to-date first 
aid and CPR training materials and 
manikins.

Independent Fire Company of 
Mount Kisco, Inc.: Automated 
External Defibrillators. To treat 
sudden cardiac arrests.

North White Plains Fire 
Department: 17 SCBA Face Pieces. 
Provides respiratory safety for interior 
fires.

Pleasantville Volunteer Fire 

Department: Williams Turnout Gear 
Dryer. Ensures that protective gear is 
properly dried to prevent contamination 
with carcinogens and other types of 
toxins. Many firefighters have been 
diagnosed with forms of cancer that are 
directly related to wearing contaminated 
turnout gear.

Thornwood Fire Department: 
6 Personal Firefighting Helmet 
Flashlight Station Kits. Each kit 
includes six flashlights, chargers and 
helmet clips. 

For more information about Stayin’ 
Alive, Inc. or to make a donation, visit 
www.stayinalive.org.

Armonk Nonprofit Awards Grants to Volunteer Departments

MILEAGE STOCKFEATURING: PRICE
2015 SUBARU FORESTER LTD 85844 18-094A 14,995.00
2015 JEEP COMPASS 47398 18-034A 13,995.00
2014 VW JETTA SE 34864 17VW-155A 11,995.00
2014 SUBARU IMPREZA 19827 P7645 15,995.00
2013 KIA OPTIMA EX 55263 P7780 12,995.00
2013 SUBARU CROSSTREK 75518 17-494B 14,995.00 
2013 MINI CLUBMAN 59094 P7679A 14,995.00 
2012 FORD FLEX 78352 F031-18A 16,995.00
2012 SUBARU FORESTER 58753 16-440A 15,995.00
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 90125 18-075A 12,995.00
2011 HONDA ACCORD 54550 F334-17A 12,995.00 
2011 SUBARU FORESTER 92884 18-017A 11,995.00 
2011 SUBARU LEGACY LTD 109746 17-004A 8,995.00
2010 SUBARU FORESTER LTD 75117 P7598 14,995.00 
2009 SUBARU IMPREZA 106502 17VW-145A 6,995.00
2009 SUBARU FORESTER LTD 93573 P7522A 11,995.00
2008 SUBARU LL BEAN O/BACK 91196 17-440A 10,995.00
2008 HONDA ACCORD 87426 17-514A 9,995.00
2007 SUBAR UIMPREZA 5DR 97579 P7706 5,995.00
2006 SUBARU OUTBACK 92170 17-399A 7,995.00
2005 FORD FOCUS S/W  57118 F374-17A 6,995.00 

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL $500 OFF WITH THIS AD!*

*Must present ad at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer expires 12/26/17

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road

Pleasantville, NY 
www.pleasantville-ford.com

Not 
responsible for 
typographical 

errors

All Roads Lead To PLEASANTVILLE

ACTION SALE

2008 SUBARU LL BEAN O/BACK 91196 17-440A 10,995.00
2008 HONDA ACCORD 87426 17-514A 9,995.00
2007 SUBAR UIMPREZA 5DR 97579 P7706 5,995.00
2006 SUBARU OUTBACK 92170 17-399A 7,995.00
2005 FORD FOCUS S/W  57118 F374-17A 6,995.00 

*Must present ad at time of purchase. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer expires 12/26/17

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige ImportsPleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road

www.pleasantville-ford.comwww.pleasantville-ford.comerrors www.pleasantville-ford.comwww.pleasantville-ford.comwww.pleasantville-ford.com

The New Castle Recreation & 
Parks Department is looking for 
an experienced driver to operate 
the department’s 16-passenger 
bus. The driver will transport 
seniors on Thursdays to and 
from doctors’ appointments, 
shopping and community center 
events. On some Wednesdays, 
the driver will transport seniors 
to local venues for trips, as well 
as an occasional trip to New York 
City. The salary is $16 an hour 
and a commercial driver’s license 
is required.

For more information, contact 
Recreation Supervisor Brittany 
Neider at 914-238-6391 or e-mail 
bneider@mynewcastle.org.

Senior Bus Driver 
Wanted for New 

Castle Rec & Parks
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By Martin Wilbur
Robert Fuhrer found the perfect venue 

for Sunday’s eighth annual KenKen 
International Championship.

After the tournament’s popularity 
outgrew the Chappaqua Public Library, 
where it was held for the first six years, 
Fuhrer discovered a willing host in the 
Westchester Table Tennis Center in 
Pleasantville. The center is owned by New 
York Times crossword puzzle editor Will 
Shortz.

“This is such a perfect place for us,” said 
Fuhrer, the owner of the Pleasantville-based 
company Nextoy, which is responsible 
for bringing the numerical puzzle to the 
United States from Japan. “It’s Will Shortz, 
and afterward we’ll have a nice social event, 
which we weren’t able to do at the library.”

More than 150 contestants between 
the ages of 6 and 80 from throughout 
the United States and around the world 
descended on Pleasantville for the contest. 
Participants were divided into five divisions 
– three student divisions based on age, a 
group for seniors 60 and up and the general 
adult division for those 18 to 60 years old.

Scores were compiled through three 
rounds of increasingly difficult puzzles. 
The top three adult finishers advanced to 
the championship round where they were 
joined by the student champion, Ellie 
Grueskin, of Scarsdale. Grueskin won a 
playoff round among the three student 

division leaders to earn a berth in the finals.
When the dust settled, Brooklyn’s John 

Gilling, a data scientist, won the tournament 
for the second year in a row after taking less 
than nine minutes to solve a mammoth 
9-by-9 puzzle that had been propped up on 
an easel for everyone in the crowd to follow. 

During the championship round, the 
puzzle stumped all four finalists at some 
point, but Gilling was able to recover the 
quickest and easily defeated his rivals.

“There were only two or three obvious 
tells at the beginning and then you really 
had to start drilling down and looking for 
the stuff that was hidden,” Gilling explained. 
“So that’s what I eventually did.”

A documentary film crew was on hand 
to follow contestant Tess Mandell, a high 
school math teacher from Boston. In her 
tournament debut last year, which was held 
in Manhattan, she finished 18th. Her goal 
was to break into the top 10, but Mandell 
found herself competing for the title on the 
easel next to Gilling. She finished fourth, 
determined to complete the puzzle even 
after time had expired. Still, she was thrilled 
by her progress.

“I’ve done a lot of 9-by-9s before. I 
think this one was especially challenging,” 
Mandell said. “Almost every square had 
a lot of possibilities, they all have to cross-
check with each other and there were a lot 
of trails for me to follow.”

Grueskin, a senior at The Hackley School, 

finished second. She said she loves KenKen 
because it challenges her. While there is 
only one set of correct answers, there are 
many different ways to get there, she said. 

Manhattan’s Mike Holman, a technology 
consultant, finished third.

One of the more heartwarming storylines 
of the tournament was Daniel Jonas’s 
victory in the senior division. In November 
2016, a month before last year’s tournament, 
Jonas, of Miami Beach, was diagnosed with 
cancer. He returned this year to finish first 
among nearly 30 seniors.

Although Jonas was overcome by 
emotion, his daughter, Lila, said she and her 
family have enjoyed different puzzles since 
she was young, including KenKen.

“We decided we had to come back,” she 
said. “It’s a real family tradition now.”

Contestants who didn’t make it as a 
finalist still enjoyed the competition. Mike 
Stricker of Briarcliff Manor, who entered 
with his father, Jim, said he was happy to 
win the family bragging rights for the year.

Train commutes into the city for school 
with his father was how he was introduced 
to KenKen. The puzzles also suits his 
competitive nature.

“I used to sleep on the train so (my father) 
gave me The New York Times one day and 
said try this puzzle,” Stricker recalled. “I’ve 
been hooked ever since. I’d do them in 
school. I start my days like some people 
start off with a cup of coffee. I would do my 

KenKens. If I don’t do any KenKens I can’t 
start my work day.

Shortz said he was pleased with how 
the first tournament turned out at the 
Westchester Table Tennis Center despite a 
few logistical issues. Shortz, a table tennis 
aficionado, said he felt as though his two 
worlds collided on Sunday.

He was also encouraged because there 
was so much interest in the tournament that 
there was a sizeable wait list.

“We have room to grow, too,” Shortz said. 
“They actually cut the number at 150, and 
next year I don’t see any reason it couldn’t 
be a lot bigger.”

Robert Fuhrer, third from left, who brought 
KenKen to the United States from Japan, stands 
with the 2017 KenKen International Championship 
finalists. From left, are third-place finisher 
Mike Holman, student champion Ellie Grueksin, 
tournament champion John Gilling, fourth-place 
finisher Tess Mandell and Will Shortz.

Puzzles and Ping-Pong Collide at KenKen Tourney in Pleasantville
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By Colette Connolly
There are many tools available to help 

a struggling student succeed. There’s 
individual or group tutoring, afterschool 
classes and online learning. 

Seeking help from another student is 
generally not on the list when parents 
are looking for their children to excel 
academically.

However, Role Model Mentors employs 
talented and motivated high school 
students to help children in grades K-8 
and match them with children who have 
similar interests. The older students offer 
their younger counterparts not only 
academic help but the kind of guidance 
and camaraderie that most adult tutors 
can’t provide. 

The idea was the brainchild of Tim 
Boylan and Derek Correia, who co-
founded Role Model Mentors in 2015. The 
goal was to support the personal growth 
and self-confidence of younger students. 
Boylan realized that the tutoring market 
for elementary and middle school students 
was underserved and a tutoring service 
could better prepare that age group for the 
more competitive high school years. 

At the time, Boylan realized his daughter, 

like many adolescents, needed help with 
classwork and social issues. He asked an 
older teen in the neighborhood to act as a 
role model and provide tutoring. 

Once the two students worked together, 
Correia, a former Fortune 500 executive 
and Bedford resident, said “magic started 
happening.” He said he joined the business 
because it could transform lives. Unlike 
a tutoring service that offers strictly 
academic help, Correia said parents can 
choose a mentor to work on academics, 
music lessons, special class projects and 
more.

“Everyone is looking for their child to 
become the best versions of themselves,” 
Correia said. 

Whether students are struggling 
academically or socially, a mentor who 
is closer in age can provide the needed 
guidance to place the younger student on 
a path to success, he explained.

Boylan and Correia reasoned that 
using high school mentors would be 
more beneficial because many children 
may tune out adults and may be more 
receptive to working with someone closer 
in age who they look up to.

“But it’s not just, here’s an older kid,” said 

Correia. “There’s a dynamic aspect to these 
sessions.” 

There’s higher level engagement as 
additional time is spent with mentors 
engaging in activities the younger student 
enjoys, whether it’s playing ball or a game 
of chess.

Role Model Mentors has a robust hiring 
process, Correia said. Every mentor must 
have at least a B+ average in an honors 
or advanced level class or an A average 
in non-honors classes. They must also be 
active in a club or legitimate afterschool 
program or participate on an athletic team. 

Correia said all prospective mentors are 
interviewed and references are obtained 

from peers and adults. Little advance 
training is needed.

“These kids self-select for the most part,” 
he said. 

The part-time commitment is often a 
valuable and rewarding work situation 
with easy-to-manage hours. Mentoring 
is also a valuable addition for a student’s 
college application, Correia said.

From the mentor’s perspective, the 
experience is highly beneficial. 

“Understanding what it means to be 
responsible for a younger person and 
being held accountable for another human 
being’s success goes a long way in helping 
these high school kids…and go on to 
college understanding empathy,” Correia 
said. 

Role Model Mentors has more than 
100 clients across Westchester, including 
from Armonk, Bedford, Briarcliff Manor, 
Chappaqua, Katonah, Lewisboro, Mount 
Kisco, Pleasantville and Pound Ridge. 
About 250 mentors are signed up. Its base 
plan includes up to five hours of mentoring 
a month per child. Sessions can vary from 
an hour or two to an entire morning or 
afternoon on a weekend. The company 
recommends 10 to 12 hours per month for 
students looking for mentoring in sports, 
music and art in addition to academic 
support.

For more information about Role Model 
Mentors, visit www.rolemodelmentors.
com. To inquire about mentoring, 
call 1-800-485-6013 or e-mail info@
rolemodelmentors.com.
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Role Model Mentors

Horace Greeley High School junior Zach Reynolds, 
left, works with a second-grader as part of  the 
Role Model Mentors program.

Notice a change in a loved 
one? We are here to help.
For many families, the holidays are the first time they’ve seen 
their loved ones in a while. If someone is acting differently, and 
you suspect it may be dementia, the Alzheimer’s Association 
Hudson Valley Chapter is here for you. Call our 24/7 Helpline 
at 800.272.3900 or visit alz.org/hudsonvalley.

800.272.3900 ● alz.org/hudsonvalley
This advertisement is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 
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Tuesday, Dec. 19
Earring Making. Learn to make 

earrings while helping a good cause. For 
every pair you make, make another pair 
that will be donated to a battered women’s 
shelter. Led by Joan Lloyd. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4 to 5 p.m. Free. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Info: 914-273-3887.

Chappaqua Library Board of Trustees 
Meeting. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave, Chappaqua. 7:45 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-238-4779.

Wednesday, Dec. 20
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) Drop 
in or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday (except Dec. 25 
and Jan. 1). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Ambassadors for Successful Aging. 
Are you aware of the benefits available 
to you as a Westchester County senior? 
Information can be provided to you 
on housing, home care, transportation 
options, counseling options, memory 
care, nutrition, vision and dental services 
along with SNAP, HEAP, EPIC and 
STAR and other programs that can save 
you money and help you plan for the 
future. Feel free to discuss a Westchester 
County “ambassador.” No appointment 
necessary. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Also Mondays at the North White Plains 
branch, 10 Clove Rd., North White Plains 
(except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-273-
3887 or 914-948-6359.

New Mommy and Daddy Meet-Up. 

Whether it’s your first child or your fifth, 
this is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with your 
baby. World Cup Nursery School, 160 
Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:25 to 11:10 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 
provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (except 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-769-0548 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (except 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-769-0548 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Meditation Series: Midday Mind 
Break. Benefits of meditation include 
increasing focus and memory; increased 
health; reduced stress, anxiety and pain; 
and increased productivity and happiness. 
Led by Alka Kaminer. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd., East, 
Armonk. 12:15 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.com.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 

muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Holiday Sing-Along. Hosted by the 
Clinton Street Singers. Clinton Street 
Center, 1A Clinton St., Pleasantville. 1 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-769-2021.

Affordable Care Act Navigator. A 
trained navigator provided by the county 
Department of Health will be available to 
help people with choosing and signing up 
for health insurance under the Affordable 
Care Act and the state health marketplace. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 2:30 to 7 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Also Thursdays from 
1 to 6 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Appointment required. Info and 
appointment for Wednesday sessions: 
914-336-6026. Info and appointment for 
Thursday and Saturday sessions: 914-813-
5192.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org. 

The Bolshoi Ballet’s “The Nutcracker.” 
Two hours of pure enchantment. Along 
with Tchaikovsky’s cherished score 
and some of the Bolshoi’s greatest 
artists performing Yuri Grigorovich’s 
choreography, this glorious production 
is a treasure not to be missed. Featuring 
Denis Rodkin (the Nutcracker Prince), 
Anna Nikulina (Marie), Andrei Merkuriev 
(Drosselmeyer), Vitaly Biktimirov (the 
Mouse King) and the Bolshoi corps de 
ballet. Part of the World Stage on Screen 
series. Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 
Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 6:30 p.m. 
Members: $20. Non-members: $30. Also 
Dec. 21 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Art Series: Jean François Rafaëlli. Born 
in Paris in 1850, Rafaëlli was Italian on his 
father’s side. He moved into realism and 
Impressionism when he started creating 
images of French peasants going about 
their daily life in the suburbs of Paris. An 
accomplished painter, printmaker and 
sculptor, his work was a galvanizing force 
for the Impressionists and their view of 
the modern world. Discussion led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 

12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

Thursday, Dec. 21
Third Thursdays Bird Walk. Join 

naturalist Tait Johansson at this local 
migration hotspot for the second in a 
new series of bird walks. A great way to 
hone your birding skills and mark the 
passing of the seasons and birds. Maple 
Avenue, Katonah. 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: Contact Susan at 914-302-
9713 or e-mail info@bedfordaudubon.org. 

Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday (except 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org. 

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Henry V. Kensing Memorial 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 
p.m. Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-
8041 or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

continued on page 24
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Right now, more than five million 
Americans suffer from Alzheimer’s; 
by 2050, that number could rise to 16 
million. In the tristate area alone, there 
are currently 635,000 individuals living 
with the disease. 

So while we are living longer, and 
therefore living in retirement longer, the 
added longevity may come hand in hand 
with some form of mental decline. In 
fact, the risk of developing dementia rises 
significantly as we age and statistics show 
that fully one in every three seniors will 
pass away with some form of dementia. 
This scenario becomes particularly 
sensitive when it comes to 
managing money.

As a financial adviser 
whose clients have been 
with me for many years and 
often many decades, I have 
witnessed older individuals exhibiting 
signs of cognitive decline. This poses a 
quandary in that many of them may soon 
lose, or may already have lost, the ability 
to make informed financial decisions. 

How do you protect loved ones when 
their judgment is becoming impaired?

It’s a delicate situation. While it isn’t 

yet mandated by government regulators, 
having a plan in place to help manage 
aging investors is strongly recommended. 
And I think that plan is a two-pronged 
approach, with the financial adviser and 
family members working together as a 
team. It might be a good idea to add to the 
team the family accountant and perhaps 
even a lawyer with a focus on elder law.

A key component of this plan should 
be to establish a timeline. At what point 
in time will action be taken? When 
impairment is first suspected? I suggest 
that the plan is put into place before signs 
of decline. The responsibility for initiating 

such a plan does not just rest 
with the family, of course. 
The aging individual, I 
believe, should recognize 
the possible future needs 
and act while able to make 

personal wishes clear.
A next step, then, might be to 

meet with the individual when you 
suspect something is amiss – surely 
an uncomfortable conversation, but a 
necessary one. 

Then, it is important to ensure that 
the individual’s financial plan is on track 

and is secure. Now is the time 
for the adviser to rely on long-
term knowledge of the client’s 
wishes for his or her estate, and 
for the other team members to 
voice their beliefs and concerns 
with respect to the individual’s 
finances.

In any scenario, you may 
want to consult with an 
attorney to help formulate 
a plan of action. Just as it’s 
imperative to appoint a health proxy – 
that is, a person whom is entrusted to 
make medical decisions in the event an 
individual becomes incapacitated – it is 
equally important to appoint someone 
to help with finances, through a power of 
attorney. 

Many older persons fear the loss of 
monetary control if they sign a power 
of attorney. However, it is important to 
remember that such a document can 
be tailored to come into effect only if or 
when the situation warrants.

Waiting too long to sign a power of 
attorney may put the investor in a tenuous 
situation. In most cases, identifying a 
trusted third party means appointing 

a family member, but it may 
also be that an unrelated and 
impartial party will need to 
be identified – possibly an 
accountant or attorney, or even 
a dear friend.

Frighteningly, with advanced 
age, mental deterioration and 
memory loss comes the specter 
of financial abuse, by scammers 
or even by family members. 
This is further confirmation 

that it is not wise to wait until a crisis 
occurs before intervening.

Ironically, not only can dementia 
impair an individual’s ability to manage 
money in later years – it also can cost 
an enormous amount of money – some 
advisers say it can double the amount of 
money a couple might need in retirement. 

All of this highlights the critical need 
to plan early, while you still can, and to 
recognize that while some conversations 
can be prickly and painful, they are 
necessary nonetheless.

Peter Chieco is a financial adviser with 
the Global Wealth Management Division 
of Morgan Stanley in Greenwich, Conn. He 
can be reached at 203-625-4897.
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Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

B Make a beautiful holiday picture out 
of mismatched jewelry. You’d be amazed at 
what you could do with those old earrings 
that nobody wears. Bring your own bling 
if you want to incorporate something 
personal. For teens, tweens and adults. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Space 
is limited; registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-864-0130.

Westchester’s Winter Wonderland. 
Entertainment, the “Santa Experience,” 
unlimited skating, rides, a dazzling light 
show and more. Kensico Dam Plaza, 
Valhalla. 5 to 9 p.m. $13. Daily through Dec. 
31 (except for Dec. 24 and 25). Mondays 
through Thursdays from 5 to 9 p.m. Fridays 
through Sundays 5 to 10 p.m. Info and 
tickets: Visit WWinterWonderland.com.

Painting Class. An introductory painting 
class that works with acrylics to create your 
own still-life. Have fun while learning a fine 
art. No experience necessary; supplies will 
be provided. Led by Virginia Garcia. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Also Dec. 21. 
Registration required. Info and registration: 
Sign up at the reference desk or call 914-
273-3887 ext. 3.

“It’s a Wonderful Life.” Screenings of 
this holiday classic for the whole family. 
Frank Capra directs this masterpiece 
about bank manager George Bailey who, 
facing financial ruin and possible jail time, 
contemplates jumping off a bridge on 
Christmas Eve. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:15 
p.m. Members: $8. Non-members: $13. 
Children (13 and under): $7.50. Also. Dec. 
22, 23, 24 and 25 at noon. Info and tickets: 
Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

“The Gift of the Magi.” Come see a 
sparkling new adaptation of O’Henry’s 
timeless story of love and sacrifice. 
Adapted and directed by Bram Lewis. 
The Schoolhouse Theater & Arts Center, 
3 Owens Rd., North Salem. 8 p.m. $38. 
Seniors: $35. Military members: $25. 
Children and students: $15. Also Dec. 22 
and 23 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 23 and 24 at 3 
p.m. Info and tickets: 914-277-8477 or visit 
www.schoolhousetheater.org.

Friday, Dec. 22

Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with Amy. 
A great dance fitness workout for those who 
like to sweat, sizzle and tone while moving 
to the beat of exhilarating rhythms with 
a low impact/high intensity approach. A 
perfect class for those who need to protect 
vulnerable body parts such as knees, 
shoulders and back. Try a free trial class. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to 
noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. Info: Call or 
text the instructor at 914-643-6162.

Family Film. An evil mastermind 
meets his long-lost twin, with Minions 
in tow. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3 p.m. Free. 
For all ages. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Christmas Tree Sale. The North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 will once again 
be selling Christmas trees as a fundraising 
event. North White Plains Firehouse, 621 
N. Broadway, North White Plains. 4 to 8 
p.m. Trees are priced according to size. 
4 to 8 p.m. Also Dec. 23 from 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Info: 914-949-3575 or e-mail ncsfd1@
optonline.net.

Holiday Howl for Pups of All Ages. 
Learn about the mythology, biology and 
ecology of wolf families and discover why 
this season is such a magical time for packs 
in North America. Guests will assemble 
gifts for ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, 
Nikai and Zephyr and enjoy watching 
the wolves tear them open. Guests will 
also visit the critically endangered red 
wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 6 p.m. 
Adults: $16. Children (under 12): $13. Pre-
registration required. Info and registration: 
Visit www.nywolf.org.

Saturday, Dec. 23
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester, and the one voted “Best of 
Westchester” from 2014 to 2017. With 
over 40 vendors participating in the 
indoor market, the delicious good time 
continues. Pleasantville Middle School 
cafeteria, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays through 
March 31, 2018. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Saturday. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 

Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Holiday Howl. Learn about the 
mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why this season is 
such a magical time for packs in North 
America. Guests will assemble “wolfy” 
gifts for ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, 
Nikai and Zephyr and then enjoy watching 
the wolves tear them open. Guests will 
also visit the critically endangered red 
wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. Adults: $14. Children (under 
12): $11. Also Dec. 26. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Feeding Fun. It’s mealtime for the 
animals. Join our naturalists for a hands-
on program and learn about the kind of 
care that goes into feeding the animals 
in the live Animal Museum and the 
outdoor barn. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. 
Members: Free. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

The Colonial Nutcracker. An annual 
holiday favorite, Dance Theater in 
Westchester performs its family-friendly, 
full-length version of Tchaikovsky’s 
ballet set in wintry colonial Yorktown, 
complete with a red-coated mouse army, 
an enchanted nutcracker prince and 
simultaneous narration to help young 
audience members enjoy this timeless 
classic. Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 
Brown St., Peekskill. 3 p.m. $26. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Sunday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Worship. A service 

for families with all ages welcome and a 
candlelight service of lessons and carols. 
Pleasantville Presbyterian Church, 
400 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. Family 
service at 7 p.m. Candlelight service at 
11 p.m. Info: 914-769-0458 or visit www.
pvillepresby.org.

Tuesday, Dec. 26
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Short Films for Short People. 
Films based on beloved picture books. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 11 a.m. and 3:30 

p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Music & Movement. Shake, shimmy 
and dance. For children two to five years 
old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 11:45 a.m. 
Free. Every Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Recycled Milk Carton Bird Feeder. 
Winter is here and the birds are hungry. 
You can help them by making a cute 
owl-shaped bird feeder out of a recycled 
paper carton. For children five years old 
and up; younger children welcome with 
a guardian’s help. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 
to 5 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-864-0130.

Wednesday, Dec. 27
Wolves of North America. Learn about 

the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why it’s a special 
time for packs in North America. Whether 
the wolves are living on the Arctic tundra 
or the woodlands of the southwest, wolf 
families are out searching for prey as their 
pups prepare for their first winter season. 
Guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $14. Children 
(under 12): $11. Also Dec. 29, 30 and 31. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-763-2373 or visit www.
nywolf.org. 

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 800-272-3900 or visit www.
alz.org/hudsonvalley. 

Kwanzaa Celebration. This African-
American festival meaningful for people of 
all faiths, is celebrated by family and friends 
who gather to share food, light candles, and 
think about particular values that make 
meaningful community. This program 
includes traditional drumming by Kofi, 
the Sankofa Dance & Drum Ensemble, 
and performances by White Plains Youth 
Bureau dancers, the White Plains Steppers 
and more. A free cultural potluck dinner 
will be provided by ShopRite. Thomas H. 
Slater Center, 2 Fisher Court, White Plains. 
2 p.m. Free. Info: Contact Barbara Mair 
914-769-7186; cell: 914-391-5382.

continued from page 22
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Volunteer Heightens Twigs Thriftree’s Digital, Fashion Imprint
By Jennifer Grace Torsiello

Shoes. Handbags. Clothes, some 
designer. All donated. 

The boxes soar like the Freedom Tower, 
yet are not found in Manhattan. Instead, 
they arrive, almost daily, at 449 Lexington 
Ave. in Mount Kisco, an address where 17-
year old Jessica Laemle has toiled to put 
Twigs Thriftree on the fashion map.

“It’s not your typical thrift,” Laemle 
said of the boutique, operated by Twigs of 
Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH), 
a nonprofit organization that creates 
patient comfort items and donates all of 
its proceeds to the hospital. “It’s so much 
more. It’s a good mix of very high-end 
designer, middle and everyday brands. It’s 
something for everyone.”

A true thrift devotee, Laemle is also a 
customer. She wears leggings paired with 
Twigs-procured sweaters and cites “The 
Devil Wears Prada” as a favorite film. 
Studious and stylish, she spent last May 
through August donning the signature 
rose jacket of a Twigs volunteer.

“Volunteering and giving back 
are interests of mine, as well as retail 
and business…(and) social media,” 
she explained. “So I thought this was 
something new…yet it was different from 
what I’d previously done and a way for me 
to clarify what I’d like to do in college.”

Laemle’s schedule saw her split her 
time helping the other ladies in the 
shop and meeting with Twigs Thriftree’s 

communications and digital strategy team. 
Her online savvy, image-editing finesse 
and economist’s acumen came to life. 

Navigating the Twigs website (www.
twigsofnwh.org), Laemle contributed to 
e-communication campaigns and opened 
a Pinterest account. 

“We now have hundreds of views per 
month,” she said. “I think that data is a lot 
more important than most realize. They 
don’t do analytics.” 

Laemle harnessed Google’s 
comprehensive system of measuring traffic, 
known as Google Analytics, as well as the 
proprietary tools of the Twigs social media 
accounts to make astute assessments. 

“When to post, what people like the 
most…We can’t grow Twigs until we know 
how most people are responding,” she 
sagely pronounced.

Essential is what elicits an audience 
response. Although the recurring Twigs 
mantra of “thrift for philanthropy” 
makes for a memorable hashtag 
(#ThriftforPhilanthropy), a visual 
translation is much more nuanced. 
Luxury houses and big-box brands have 
readily identifiable offerings. Thrift could 
encompass all this and more.

To address this challenge, Laemle 
arranged dozens of photo shoots. 
Exercising a good eye for color schemes, 
she coordinated dishes, hats and more.

“I really helped create pictures of the 
actual merchandise,” Laemle said. 

With both digital camera and iPhone, 
she painstakingly captured vignettes 
against a lozenge-like floor. Sometimes 
Laemle tossed in flower petals. Other times 
she tucked in a Twigs business card.

Perhaps Laemle channeled her business 
sense and fashion insight most when 
devising a proposal for giftwrap. As the 
boutique had neither attractive packaging 
on hand, nor a tradition of promoting its 

image at final sale, she pounced on the 
opportunity. 

“Of course, I want to see (Twigs) as one 
of the most popular stores in Westchester,” 
Laemle said of her theory that giftwrap 
could command a small fee. “I want to see 
a little bit of modernization in addition to 
keeping old charm.” 

At last, customers should be able to leave 
the boutique with upcycled items wrapped 
in a way that honors the elegance and 
intrigue of their donated sources. 

Through technology she created multiple 
prototypes. Integrating the Twigs and 
NWH logos into what she terms “classic 
art,” Laemle then embedded social media 
icons, the Twigs Thriftree address, phone 
number and its website. A series of these 
oeuvres, reinterpreted as purveyors of the 
“thrift and drift of the ages,” she patterned 
on giftbags and finally settled upon Mona 
Lisa’s bosky beauty (especially evocative of 
twigs) as a “winning” design.

Although Laemle is now a freshman at 
Gettysburg College, she continues to serve 
as a youth consultant. This December, her 
innovative touch yields new Mona Lisa-
patterned gift bags, emblazoned with the 
nonprofit’s most essential information. 

Da Vinci’s masterpiece surely smiles 
upon the Twigs mission of thrift for 
philanthropy. One cannot help but wonder: 
Does the Mona Lisa wear Prada? 

For more information about Twigs 
Thriftree, visit twigsofnwh.org.

NWH Supports the Invisible Patient – the Family Caregiver
Families shouldn’t have to face the stress 

of caring for an ill loved one by themselves. 
That’s why Marian Hamilton founded 
the Ken Hamilton Caregivers Center – in 
memory of her husband – at Northern 
Westchester Hospital. The center helps 
community members through the most 
difficult time in their lives – caring for a 
loved one with a chronic or long-term illness. 
Here, Hamilton tells us why it’s so important 
to support caregivers, even after their loved 
ones are no longer in our care. 

By Marian Hamilton
It’s hard to juggle family life at home, 

work and caring for a loved one who is 
sick. We know because we’ve been there.

The Ken Hamilton Caregivers Center 
(KHCC) was named in memory of my 
husband, who I cared for, both at home 
and in many different hospitals, during 
his battle with lung cancer. I was caring 
for my husband for two years, while at the 
same time juggling my role as a mother to 
two teenage daughters. I was thrust into 
this painful role of having to care for a 
seriously-ill loved one, all the while feeling 
emotionally devastated and at my wits end. 
It’s really challenging for families. At the 
KHCC; our staff recognizes that it’s hard. 
We strive to be the caregivers “go-to” place 
when they need help, resources or direction 
– even after their loved one is no longer in 

our care.
Sometimes, we need someone who will 

listen and won’t judge us.
As caregivers, we have needs that often 

aren’t being met; we’re exhausted and 
stressed. Other feelings may also come up 
when we are caring for someone. We may 
get annoyed, feel unappreciated, experience 
great sadness or feel sorry for ourselves. 
Yet, we’re often reluctant to express these 
emotions. The KHCC is a judgment-free 
zone. You will be greeted with a sympathetic 

ear and can feel comfortable to share freely. 
There is also a monthly support group for 
caregivers.

Sometimes we need a break.
While you want to make sure your loved 

one is comfortable in their hospital room, 
you may need to take a breather. The KHCC 
is a place to do just that. Designed by 
caregivers for caregiavers, the center offers 
a soothing environment to close your eyes, 
get a snack or perhaps sit in a massage chair 
and de-stress and reenergize.

We’ll need to deal with challenges that 
we’re not prepared for.

When our days and evenings are spent at 
the hospital bedside, everything can seem 
daunting. Understanding how the hospital 
works –what the different roles are or where 
to get the info we need – can be confusing. 
The KHCC team is trained to support 
you in navigating the hospital system, 
understanding advanced directives or end-
of-life issues, managing family challenges 
and learning stress relief strategies.

It’s comforting to have a support system 
when you leave the hospital.

After discharge from the hospital, 
caregivers still need support. This is the time 
when caregivers can feel most isolated and 
alone. At Northern Westchester Hospital, 
the KHCC team reaches out to families 
with their permission, every two to three 
weeks, until they feel that they are ready 
to discontinue the calls. The staff can listen 
as you share your experiences and offer 
resources, if appropriate. Family caregivers 
feel supported in the community and have 
a “go to” resource in between calls if they 
need it.

Learn more about Northern Westchester 
Hospital, visit www.nwhc.net.

  Marian Hamilton is the founder of the 
Ken Hamilton Caregivers Center at Northern 
Westchester Hospital.

Marian Hamilton, left, founder of  the Ken Hamilton Caregivers Center at Northern Westchester Hospital. 
The center comforts and assists those who need emotional support or a sympathetic ear while they are 
caring for a loved one.

Twigs Thriftree intern Jessica Laemle, a youth 
volunteer before heading to college, outside the 
shop on Lexington Avenue in Mount Kisco. Laemle 
helped raise the shop’s fashion and digital profile.
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 121917

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-

pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

SEMI-RETIRING PLEASANTVILLE 
ATTORNEY needs part time secretary. 
Good computer and typing skills a must. 
Some work at home a possibility. Call 
Howard (914) 646-6643.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
YORK SHITTY LLC. Articles of Org. 
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on July 18, 2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY is designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail service of pro-
cess (SOP) to UNITED STATES CORPO-
RATION AGENTS, INC. @ 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228, UNITED STATES 
CORPORATION AGENTS, INC. is des-
ignated as agent for SOP at 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COR-
DOVA MANAGEMENT, LLC. ARTS. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/08/17. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 1251 Wilson Road, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 336 
WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of state of NY on 11/10/2017. Office loc: 

Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 336 Washington 
Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: Flaggers Unlimited Plus, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/10/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 66 Leonar-
do Dr. North Haven, CT, principal busi-
ness location of the LLC. Purpose: any 
lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. 
ELIA WELLNESS, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/01/17. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to M. Elia Well-
ness, LLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 East Main 
Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588 Purpose: 
For any legal purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. ELIA 
WELLNESS, NP IN ADULT HEALTH, 
PLLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 7/27/17. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to M. Elia Wellness, NP in 
Adult Health, PLLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 
East Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588  
Purpose: Practice the profession of 
Nurse Practitioner in Adult Health.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BLOOM 
HAIR SALON LP. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 11/29/2017. 
Office loc. Westchester. SSNY designat-

ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: Maria Katsoros, 
305 Florence Street, Mamaroneck, NY 
10543. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of SIXTH BOR-
OUGH CLOTHING LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with SSNY on 10/10/2017. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
LEGALINC CORPORATE SERVICES 
INC. 1967 WEHRLE DRIVE, SUITE 1 
#086, BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14221. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WI-
ESEN, LLC. ARTS. Of Org. files with 
SSNY on 10/6/2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
LegalZoom, 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any law-
ful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

Gambling Problem? Call 877-8-HOPENY or text HOPENY (467369).  
Resorts World Catskills is an equal opportunity employer.

GET DEALT IN ON AN 
EXCITING CAREER.

For details, visit RWCATSKILLS.COM.

Become part of our team.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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I’ve penned 
several columns 
on the subject of 
sparkling wines. 
At this time of 
year, with the 
holidays looming 
and visions of tiny 
bubbles in a fluted 
glass dancing in 
my head, I become 

immersed in the joys of indulging in 
sparkling wines from around the world. 

For my palate, sparkling wines are one of 
the most versatile wines produced around 
the globe. Their acidity and crispness 
highlight the acidity or the creaminess 
of many foods; the effervescence cuts 
through the fattiest of 
foods. 

What brings this 
subject to the forefront 
this week are three 
occasions in which 
sparkling wines were 
the focus. Allow me to 
regale you with these 
experiences. Not to be 
braggadocios (although it may seem as 
such) but rather to provide insights into 
the vast array and diversity of bubbly 
wines.

The premise for each of my three 
experiences was quite disparate. My 

first was a sampling at a holiday tasting 
luncheon sponsored by the Wine Media 
Guild, of which I am a member. The 
second was a tasting I provided to a 
monthly wine group, of which I am 
a member. The third was perhaps the 
most rewarding – selecting a sampling 
of sparklers from various countries and 
regions for a holiday gift to friends.

Once a year, at the year-end holidays, 
members of the Wine Media Guild meet 
to share good cheer over a sampling of 
sparkling wines. This year’s theme was 
rosé Champagne. Twenty-two of them 
to be precise. Fifteen, each of which was 
produced from multiple vintages, and an 
additional seven, each produced from a 
specific year’s harvest. 

The rosé Champagnes I 
tasted varied significantly 
in style and price. Several 
were soft and readily 
quaffable. Others were a 
bit more austere, while a 
few displayed perfectly 
balanced fruit and 
acidity. Most of these are 
readily available at wine 

shops that focus on Champagnes. Here 
are a few of my favorites.

In the under $60 price range, I enjoyed 
the roundness and lack of sweetness in 
the Ayala Rosé Brut Majeure NV, Duval-
Leroy Premier Cru Brut Rosé NV, Phillipe 

Gonet Brut Rosé NV and the Moet & 
Chandon Extra Brut Rosé 2009 (the 
standout in the sea of pink and 
salmon colored wines).

Care to splurge? In the $75 
and higher price range, I enjoyed 
the complexity, balance and rich 
mouth-feel of Bollinger Brut 
Rosé NV, Charles Heidsieck 
Brut Rosé Reserve NV, 
Taittinger Comtes Brut Rosé 
2006 and Pol Roger Brut Rosé 
2008 (my overall favorite).

My next exhilarating experience was at 
my home for a group tasting of 12 wines, 
including several Champagnes from the 
Gosset winery, which has been producing 
highly praised wines since 1584. With 
my nine fellow wine group members I 
sampled the Blanc de Blanc NV and the 
2002 Celebris Extra Brut. Each was quite 
approachable; the 2002 Celebris was silky, 
bright and minerally, but expensive. A 
more reasonably priced offering is the 
Brut Excellence NV, which in my opinion 
may be the best Champagne value on the 
market today. 

My third experience was a shopping 
trip to purchase a gift for two friends of 
a representative sampling of sparkling 
wines from around the world. My budget 
was no greater than $30 per bottle. I visited 
Westchester Wine Warehouse in White 
Plains for my purchase. Ken, the affable 

and very knowledgeable store manager, 
guided me to this diverse collection/

France: Moutard Grande 
Cuvee NV ($30), Maison 
Foucher Cremant de Loire 
Brut Cuvee NV ($16), Lucien 
Albrecht Cremant d’Alsace Brut 
Rose NV ($19). 

United States: Schramsberg 
Blanc de Blanc, 2014 ($30).

Spain: Recaredo “Relats de 
Recaredo” Gran Reserva Brut 
Nature Cava, 2012 ($30).

Australia: Paringa Sparkling Shiraz 
2015 ($16).

I’m hoping my friends share these wines 
with me. If they do, I’ll attempt to report 
my tasting notes in a future column.

I encourage you to visit your local wine 
shop that has a passion for presenting fine 
sparkling wines to its customers. Then 
begin to experiment. In this day of highly 
affordable price-quality ratio wines, you 
won’t be disappointed. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

My Experiences in Tasting and Purchasing Holiday Sparkling Wines
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By Tony Pinciaro
There is nothing sly about the Fox Lane 

varsity wrestling team through the first 
two weeks of the 2017-18 season.

The Foxes have asserted themselves 
as the top Division I (large school) team 
in Section 1 after winning the Section 1 
Division I Dual-Meet Championship. 
The Foxes followed it up by going 7-0 and 
winning the Tony Carlucci Dual-Meet 
Tournament held at SUNY-Purchase. 
Fox Lane also went 5-0 in winning the 
Ossining Dual-Meet Tournament the 
opening weekend of the season. The 
Foxes are currently 17-0 this season.

Seeded seventh entering the Section 
1 Dual-Meet Championship, Fox Lane 
defeated Arlington in a quarterfinal 
match, then followed it with a victory 
over Tappan Zee in a semifinal and a 
47-21 triumph over top-seeded North 
Rockland in the final.

In the Arlington match, senior Matt 
Grippi registered his 200th varsity win.

“We are basically a young team with 
only three senior starters,” Fox Lane coach 
Anthony Rodrigues said. “We have an 
eighth-grader, four to five freshmen, two 
sophomores and three juniors starting. 
Our kids have won a lot of close matches 
and we have done a good job of getting 
bonus points and pins.”

Rodrigues noted that against North 
Rockland, Fury Scaglio and Griffen 
Zegras both bumped up a weight class 
and had pivotal wins in the 182- and 
195-pound bouts, respectively. He also 
pointed out that Matias Rivera had a huge 
win, 5-3, over North Rockland’s 2017 
state-qualifier, C. J. McMonegal.

“Our team is red hot,” said Grippi, 
who will attend North Carolina State in 
September and continue wrestling. “All 
of the hard work that we put in at Iowa 
Style Wrestling this offseason is showing 
and I couldn’t be any happier with our 
performance.

“Receiving my 200th win was a nice 
accomplishment, but out of this season 
I’m looking for one thing, a state title.”

Fox Lane defeated a pair of Section 9 
powers at the Carlucci Tournament. The 
Foxes beat Monroe-Woodbury, 37-34, 
in the semifinals and then manhandled 
Warwick, 49-24, in the championship 
match.

Johnny Santos, the 2017 Section 1 
Division I 195-pound runner-up, eighth-
grader Jake Hoffman and Grippi all went 
7-0. Quincy Downes, Matias Rivera and 
Amos Rivera each fnished 6-1.

Along with his team’s off-season work, 
Rodrigues credits his son/assistant coach, 
Steven, a four-time Section 1 champion, 
state champion and Division I all-
American, for the team’s hot start. Steven 
returned home after one year as Stanford’s 
assistant wrestling coach.

“Steven has stayed with a system that 
we work on every day,” Rodrigues said. 
“Steven is very attention to detail with 
technical aspects of wrestling. And he 
works very hard in the room. All of the 
kids have completely bought in and listen 
to him.”

Meanwhile, another local team is 
also off to a strong start. Pleasantville 

advanced to the final of the Section 1 
Division II Dual-Meet Championship, 
but Pearl River came away with a 38-32 
victory in an excellent match.

The Panthers defeated fellow perennial 
Division II power Putnam Valley in a 
semifinal to earn a match with Pearl River.

“Against Putnam Valley, we gutted 
out some tough wins against strong 
wrestlers and won where we needed to,” 
Pleasantville coach Bob Bernarducci said. 
“After the Pearl River match, I reminded 
the team that the season is a marathon 
and not a sprint. We want to wrestle 
tough teams during the season to make 
us tougher for sectionals. The Pearl River 
match this year was similar to last year 
and we were in it until the end.”

Pleasantville wrestled in the Tony 
Carlucci Dual-Meet Tournament and 
came away with a sixth-place finish. 
Nayshawn Marks and Victor Perlleshi 
both went 5-0. Len Balducci 
and Jayden Kammer finished 
4-1.

Bernarducci cited Perlleshi 
for two quality wins – against 
an all-section wrestler 
from Tappan Zee and a 
Springfield Central (Ma.) 
grappler who placed second 
in the Massachusetts State 
Championships.

“My team is probably 
about where I thought we 
would be at this point of the 
season,” Bernarducci said. “We 
have some very consistent 
lightweight wrestlers, including 
Nayshawn Marks at 106, who 
is 9-0, and Len Balducci, who 

is 12-1, Aiden Canfield at 120 and 126, 
Michael Balducci, who has filled in at 
both 113 and 120, Chris May at 132, and 
Victor Perlleshi, who is 11-2 at both 132 
and 138. Nolan Egan, Kenyon Marks and 
Keon Ansari have done a good job in the 
upper weights. 

Fox Lane Impresses at Dual-Meet Championship
ExaminerSports

Cole Brand of  Fox Lane collects a first-period pin in the 106-pound match 
during the Foxes’ semifinal rout of  Tappan Zee at last Thursday’s dual-meet 
championships.

The Foxes’ Quincy Downes is on his way to a 
second-period pin at 152 pounds in the semifinals 
of  the dual-meet championships last Thursday 
afternoon.

Just two days after winning his 200th career match, Matt Grippi helped Fox 
Lane capture the Division I dual-meet championship with victories over 
Tappan Zee and North Rockland.

Griffin Zegras looks for a takedown in his match at 182 pounds 
en route to a third-period pin of  Tappan Zee’s Joe Seltzer in the 
dual-meet semifinals.

Fox Lane’s Amos Rivera is in control of  his 
match at 126 pounds in the Foxes’ semifinal 
win over Tappan Zee in the Division I dual-meet 
championships.

The Foxes’ Johnny Santos earned a second-period 
pin in last Thursday’s match at 220 pounds 
during the semifinals of  the Division I dual-meet 
championships. 

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS
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By Andy Jacobs
For two full periods Saturday night, 

there wasn’t much separating the Fox 
Lane and Mt. Pleasant hockey teams.

It took less than a minute of the third 
period to change that. 

Goals by Brian Sheehan and Michael 
Donoghue in the first 51 seconds of the 
final period enabled the host Ice Cats 
to finally take command of the game 
and they went on to a 5-2 victory over 
the Foxes at the Westchester Skating 
Academy. 

Sheehan and freshman Matthew 
Labriola both finished with two goals and 
goalie Spencer Rockmore turned aside 
27 shots as the Ice Cats, despite playing 
without star forward Vincent Spaziante, 
earned their first win of the 2017-18 
season after starting off with a pair of 
losses. 

“It’s funny, we play well with him, but 
sometimes the guys have gotta learn to 
play without him,” said Ice Cats coach 
Josh Isenberg about the speedy Spaziante, 
who scored all four Mt. Pleasant goals 
in the season opener two weeks ago.  
“Sometimes we play a little better team 
game when he’s not here because we’re 
not standing around watching him skate 
with the puck.”

With Spaziante away at a tournament, 
it was the Foxes who jumped ahead in the 
opening period. Just over five minutes 
after the opening faceoff, Fox Lane 
freshman Jake Wollman collected the 
loose puck in front of the net and slipped 
it past Rockmore. The Foxes nearly 
doubled their lead in the final seconds 
of the period, but Rockmore thwarted a 
Jared Goldstein shot on the left doorstep. 

The Ice Cats managed to tie the contest 
at 9:53 of the second period as Donoghue, 
from the right wing, fed Labriola in 
front to complete an odd-man rush 
up the ice. But less than a minute later, 

Fox Lane retook the lead 
when eighth-grader James 
Nemeth skated around the 
back of the net, quickly 
spun around and deposited 
the puck past Rockmore. 

Goldstein had another 
good chance with just 
under five minutes left in 
the second period as he 
found himself racing down 
the right wing with no 
one in front of him except 
Rockmore. But the Ice Cats’ 
Gaetano Hayes caught 
him from behind at the 
last second and prevented 
a shot on goal. Donoghue 
was  stopped too near the 
right side of the crease two 
minutes later by Fox Lane 
goalie Will Brunner, who 
also finished the evening 
with 27 saves.

But just when it seemed 
the Foxes would head to the locker 
room with a 2-1 advantage, the Ice Cats’ 
Sheehan moved down the left wing and 
sent a shot from the slot past Brunner to 
tie the score with just 9.8 seconds showing 
on the clock.

“Oh, that was huge,” said Isenberg of 
the last-second goal by Sheehan. “That 
gave us a lot of momentum going into 
the third. We weren’t playing great, we 
weren’t playing a great team game before 
then, and I think they regrouped a little 
bit after that second period.”

“It was a big momentum swing for them 
going into the third,” agreed Fox Lane 
coach Charles Berger. “And it showed 
when they scored 18 seconds into the 
third. Those two goals are back breakers.”

Sure enough, the Ice Cats came out 
flying to start the final period. They 

immediately sent a couple of shots 
toward Brunner, then grabbed the lead 
for good when Sheehan, from just right 
of the crease, put the puck in the net. 
Just 33 seconds later, Donoghue gave Mt. 
Pleasant a two-goal advantage and the 
Foxes never recovered.

“Well, I gave it to ‘em a little bit,” said 
Isenberg about the chat with his players 
between periods that seemingly sparked 
the offensive fireworks. “’You know what, 
we’re getting outworked.’ It was plain and 
simple. I said, ‘These teams are pretty 
evenly matched, the team that works 
harder is gonna win the game.’”

Though they proceeded to pepper 
Rockmore with shot after shot during two 
power plays later in the period, Fox Lane 
was never able to get on the scoreboard 
again. 

“I think our team made a big push,” 
said Berger. “I credit their goalie. Spencer 

Rockmore did a really nice job keeping it 
a two-goal lead. I’m proud with the way 
we responded, but I would’ve liked to see 
us finish a couple more.”

The Foxes’ Brunner stopped Sheehan 
on a breakaway with Mt. Pleasant down 
a man four minutes into the period. But 
soon it was Rockmore who dazzled in 
front of the cage, stopping one Fox Lane 
chance after another on a power play. 
With just under two minutes to go, and 
Brunner on the bench to give the Foxes a 
two-man advantage, the Ice Cats’ Labriola 
provided an empty-net goal to provide 
the final margin.

“We definitely have got some guys that 
can put the puck in the net,” said Isenberg. 
“They’ve just got to get a little confidence. 
This is a huge thing for them because 
they’ll get a little confidence and say, ‘Hey, 
listen, we don’t have to rely on one guy to 
play this game. We can do it as a team.’”

Fox Lane junior Jared Goldstein winds up for a big 
slap shot from the right point in the first period vs. 
host Mt. Pleasant.

The Ice Cats’ Matt Labriola sends a shot on goal 
in the second period of  Saturday’s game vs. Fox 
Lane.

Robert Criscuolo of  the Mt. Pleasant Ice Cats 
moves the puck up the ice during Saturday night’s 
game at Westchester Skating Academy.

Third-Period Goals Carry the Ice Cats Past Fox Lane

Mt. Pleasant goalie Spencer Rockmore thwarts Fox Lane’s James 
Nemeth in the third period of  Saturday’s game, won by the host Ice 
Cats 5-2.

Fox Lane eighth-grader James Nemeth gets set to shoot the puck during the first period of  Saturday’s 
game at the Westchester Skating Academy.

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS
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focus on
GIRLS’  BASKETBALL

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS

Natalie Pence of  Fox Lane dribbles the 
ball in the backcourt during the Foxes’ 
game vs. the Ketcham Indians.

Greeley’s Kat Genda finds herself  double-
teamed in the lane during last week’s 
home game vs. the Ketcham Indians.

Adrianna Piccolino passes the ball in the 
first half  of  Monday’s game vs. Roy C. 
Ketcham.

Westlake’s Elle Verna searches for an 
open teammate as she’s pressured near 
the foul line vs. visiting Putnam Valley.

Maddy Negroni of  Horace Greeley 
dribbles the ball across midcourt in last 
Thursday’s game vs. visiting Ketcham.

Horace Greeley’s Safia Gecaj gets past 
Ketcham’s Meg Fitzsimmons in the first 
half  of  Thursday’s game, won by the 
Indians 41-33.

Fox Lane guard Lucy Crerend fires a 
baseline jumper over Ketcham’s Abby 
Mealy in Monday evening’s game.

Jesi Oswald of  Westlake drives to the 
basket in last week’s game vs. the Putnam 
Valley Tigers.

Westlake’s Viktoria Hudd gets ready to 
launch a 3-pointer in the Wildcats’ recent 
home game vs. Putnam Valley.

Fox Lane’s Caitlin Lane drives along the 
right baseline in the second quarter vs. 
Ketcham on Monday night.

Greeley’s Brianna Gadaleta lines up a free 
throw in Thursday’s home game vs. RCK.
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Pace Basketball Team
Wins Two Home Games

Pace’s Kevin Seymour goes up for two in last 
Wednesday’s home win. The Setters’ Peyton Wejnert shoots the ball from 

the top of  the key during the first half  of  last 
Wednesday night’s home win.

Pleasantville’s Victor Perlleshi is in control during 
his 5-2 decision over Pearl River’s Dante Simeti 
at 132 pounds in the Division II dual-meet 
championship.

Michael Balducci pinned Pearl River’s Mickey Glynn 
in 31 seconds to win the 113-pound match at last 
Wednesday’s Division II dual-meet championship.

Nayshawn Marks of  Pleasantville is on his way 
to a second-period pin at 106 pounds in last 
Wednesday’s title match vs. Pearl River in the 
dual-meet championships.

The Panthers’ Nolan Egan needed just 15 
seconds to win with a pin at 170 pounds in the 
dual-meet Division II championship match vs. 
visiting Pearl River.

Pleasantville’s Len Balducci is on his way to a win 
by technical fall at 120 pounds in last week’s dual-
meet title match vs. the Pearl River Pirates.

Pace sophomore forward Vinny Dalessandro 
dribbles near the top of  the key in the Setters’ 
70-65 win last Wednesday night. They also beat 
Holy Family 77-76 on Saturday afternoon.

Pace guard Ray Montilus slips inside for a bucket 
in last week’s 70-65 win over visiting Goldey-
Beacom.

The Setters’ Brandon Jacobs takes the ball to the 
basket vs. the visiting Goldey-Beacom Lightning. 
He scored a game-high 19 points.

Pace University’s Greg Poleon puts up a shot near 
the basket in the Setter’s come-from-behind win 
over visiting Goldey-Beacom.

Panther Wrestling Team
Finishes Second to Pirates



Hit The

THISNEW
YEAR’S
EVE

Ring in the New Year with 
Live Bands, Bottle Service, 
DJ’s, Dancing & Winning
all night long

Call 914.457.2457 to
reserve tickets

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.


