
By Anna Young
A 16-year-old Valhalla High School 

student was struck and killed by a 
Metro-North train near the Valhalla 
station Monday morning. 

A Metro-North spokesperson said 
the accident occurred at about 7:45 
a.m. when the Grand Central-bound 
Harlem line train that left Wassaic at 
6:28 a.m. struck the girl on the tracks at 
Cleveland Avenue.

It was not immediately known why 
the girl was on the tracks.

The girl was rushed to Westchester 
Medical Center in critical condition. 
On Monday afternoon the Valhalla 
School District reported that the Mount 
Pleasant Police Department informed 
the district the victim had died from 

her injuries. Police are investigating the 
accident.

The district issued a statement that 
the identity of the student was being 
withheld at the request of her parents.

“Valhalla’s thoughts and support go to 
her family and friends at this difficult 
time,” the district’s statement read.

District officials said a team of 
counselors and administrators met with 
high school students Monday morning  
to share the news and notify them that 
district counselors and trained crisis 
counselors would be available to help 
the community deal with the loss. 

Members of the school’s Emergency 
Response Team will be hosting a 
meeting for parents and community 
members in the near future providing 

By Neal Rentz
Diamond Properties has signed a lease 

to move the Bedford Hills ShopRite to 
Mount Kisco but the applicant will need a 
zoning text amendment from the Village 
Board for that to happen.

The 70,000-square-foot supermarket 
would relocate from its current location 
at 747 Bedford Rd. to the Diamond 
Properties complex at 333 N. Bedford Rd. 
The complex, called The Park, is zoned 
light manufacturing (LM).

Developer Jim Diamond’s request 
was outlined in a petition submitted last 
month to the Village Board. 

He is asking that permitted uses in the 
zone be expanded to allow for businesses 
under 80,000 square feet to pave the way 
for ShopRite to move in. Diamond is also 

looking to eliminate a requirement in the 
zone that mandates Grand Prix New York 
be a membership club. 

The Park straddles Mount Kisco and 
Bedford with 31 acres in Mount Kisco 
and the remaining 6.5 acres in Bedford. 
The main building was the site of the 
Grand Union headquarters for 40 years. 
That building was empty and in disrepair 
for about a decade after Grand Union 
moved out in the mid-1990s. 

Diamond Properties purchased the 
structure and redeveloped it with various 
commercial uses, including Grand Prix 
New York.

“The redevelopment was initially very 
successful, but market changes have 
negatively impacted our ability to lease 
space,” Diamond stated. 

By Martin Wilbur
The Town of New Castle launched an 

investigation last week into recent site 
disturbance on a portion of the Sunshine 
Children’s Home & Rehabilitation Center 
property after multiple complaints from 
neighbors were brought to the town’s 
attention.

Jennifer Gray, counsel for the Planning 
Board, said at the Dec. 5 Planning 
Board meeting that the town’s Building 
Department is scrutinizing what has 
occurred at the 33-acre property located 
at 15 Spring Valley Rd. She said officials 
are taking the complaints seriously.

“My understanding is that staff was 
made aware of some site disturbance at 
the property recently. They have been 
conducting an investigation through 
the Building Department and other 
members of staff,” Gray said. “They’re 
still proceeding with that investigation 

and when the results of that investigation 
are complete, if any actions are necessary, 
at that time they will be taken.”

The controversial application to 
expand the facility for medically fragile 
children from 54 to up to 122 beds and to 
enlarge the footprint from under 19,000 
square feet to about 147,000 square feet 
had been referred to the Planning Board 
from the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 
for last week’s meeting. Although two 
permits were approved last year by the 
ZBA, relatively minor modifications to 
the plan recommended by the Planning 
Board required amendments to the 
original permits.

Neither Gray nor the Planning Board 
or any other town official elaborated on 
the nature of the disturbance. 

However, area residents on local social 
media outlets described demolition and 
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Last Saturday’s weather not only made it feel like Christmastime but it sounded like the holiday 
season as well. Students from Pleasantville and Valhalla high schools were part of  a Holiday 
Instrumental Ensemble, performing seasonal music at the Pleasantville train station. The ensemble 
was under the direction of  Ed Elliott.
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excavation having taken place at the site 
for about a week. Neighboring resident 
David Whitlinger said starting the day 
after Thanksgiving he observed crews 
with heavy equipment remove an old 
well pumphouse on the property, damage 
a decorative fountain and perform 
excavation to unearth and remove a large 
underground tank. 

While the work was taking place, 
several large caliper trees were cut 
down and there was a strong odor of 
petroleum, Whitlinger said. 

He said he believes that whatever 
the crews were doing on the property 
Sunshine didn’t have proper authority 
to initiate the work.

“They dug up a whole hillside, and 

the steep slope of that hillside is now all 
dug up and then they cut down some 
trees,” Whitlinger told The Examiner.

“I’m not quite clear what’s going on 
there. It’s not quite the dead of night 
but you kind of scratch your head (and) 
say ‘What are you doing that for?’” he 
added.

Work ceased on the property by  
Dec. 1, Whitlinger said.

Town Administrator Jill Shapiro had 
said the town expected the Building 
Department’s report by Friday or 
Monday, but it was still not available 
Monday evening.

A source told the Examiner 
that Sunshine needed to perform 
maintenance to its groundwater supply 
in one of the property’s wells. Messages 
left for the town’s Building Department 
to confirm whether or not that was the 
cause of the activity were not returned.

Two members of the Planning 
Board commented last week that they 
were puzzled at what had taken place. 
Chairman Robert Kirkwood questioned 
why there would be unexpected activity 
at the site with the applicant so close to 
securing final permit approvals.

“So, my word of advice to the 

applicant is it just is not giving good 
feelings to the members of this board 
and now perhaps the Town Board and 
ZBA, so when you have applications 
before these boards and you don’t 
have your final permits, whether it’s 
pushing the envelope, crossing the line 
or getting right up to the line, from the 
standpoint, of nothing else, optics, I 
would counsel you on perhaps taking a 
different strategy,” Kirkwood said.

Board member Thomas Curley called 
the situation “a real problem.”

“To the extent that things may be 
going on that run counter to what I 
thought was working in good faith 
with this board and with the town and 
I believe with the community… as 
Bob just said, it feels like it tarnishes 
everybody in the process, and to 
my mind it’s inappropriate and not 
necessary, Curley said.”

The Planning Board decided to take 
no action regarding the referrals. It is 
scheduled to address the application 
again on Dec. 19.

Representatives for the Sunshine 
Home did not speak at the meeting.

For well over two years, review of the 
Sunshine Home’s application has drawn 

stiff opposition from the neighboring 
community. Residents have contended 
that the scope of the expansion far 
exceeds what is appropriate for the rural 
location.

Last year, two Article 78 proceedings 
were launched by neighbors after the 
ZBA approved the permits without 
making a positive declaration under 
the state Environmental Quality Review 
Act, which would have triggered a more 
stringent environmental analysis.

information about common reactions 
following a student’s death and how 
adults can help children cope. They 
will also provide general information 
about adolescent mental health and 
will address attendees’ questions and 
concerns.
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Heavy equipment moved onto the property of  the 
Sunshine Children’s Home & Rehabilitation Center 
after Thanksgiving to perform work at the site. 
The Town of  New Castle is now investigating the 
matter.
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Q: If I have chronic back pain, will I need surgery? 
A: Not necessarily. There are plenty of effective 
non-surgical solutions for back pain, and over 80 
percent of people with back pain respond to non-
invasive treatment. When you first see a medical 
provider – whether it’s your primary care provider, a 
chiropractor, a physiatrist, or an orthopedist – you’ll 
undergo a thorough examination. For most patients, 
a care provider will recommend over-the-counter 
anti-inflammatory medicines (naproxen, ibuprofen), 
a program of stretching and exercise, and perhaps 
modalities such as heat massage, muscle stimulation, 
and physical therapy. 

Q: What if my back still feels lousy after 
a week or two?    
A: For the one in five patients who don’t respond to 
non-invasive treatments, a medical care provider may 
recommend an MRI or a CAT scan to determine whether 
a disc – the rubbery cushioning between the vertebral 
bones of the spine –  is pressing on a nerve in the spinal 
cord. If the imaging doesn’t reveal any problems, you may 
get a prescription for stronger anti-inflammatory drugs 
or pain killers. For some patients, an epidural injection of 
steroids may help calm inflammation that’s triggering pain. 

Q: What if I have disc problems and 
my pain won’t go away? 
A: When there is a lot of arthritis in the spine, a patient’s 
mobility is already limited and fusing the vertebrae is 
often the best choice. However, if the spine is relatively 
healthy, an artificial disc will help preserve natural 
motion and prevent deterioration of adjacent discs, 
compared to fusion. The artificial disc is made of a 
soft plastic center placed between metal alloy plates. 

Q: What is recovery like for this procedure?
A: New, minimally invasive techniques, limit damage 
to surrounding muscles and nerves, and as a result, 
patients recover much faster. The surgery can be done 
on an outpatient basis and risks are minimal. After 
a week or two of soreness, patients begin physical 
therapy and many are back to normal activities in less 
than six weeks. I remember a disc replacement patient 
who came in for her follow up 10 days after surgery. 
Her sciatica was completely gone and she was able to 
stop taking pain medications. Every patient is different, 
of course, but the vast majority of patients experience 
significant improvements post-surgery.

Do You Have Back Pain?
Treatment has come a long way: 
Here’s what you need to know…

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
Ezriel Kornel, MD, FACS
Director, Neurosciences
Orthopedic and Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about 
Dr. Kornel, visit 
nwhorthoandspine.org/
DrKornel
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CALIFORNIA MERLOT SALE

SAUVIGNON BLANC SALE

BLACK BOX
• MALBEC
• PINOT GRIGIO
• CABERNET SAUVIGNON
• SAUVIGNON BLANC
• CHARDONNAY ALL 3 LTR

$1899

CAVIT 
PINOT GRIGIO

$1199
50.7 oz.

YELLOW TAIL
SHIRAZ

CHARDONNAY 50.7 oz.

$1099

JACK DANIELS’
$4799

1.75 LTR.

JIM BEAM
MAKERS 

MARK

$2999
$4999

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

• CHARDONNAY
• MERLOT
• CABERNET
   SAUVIGNON

$599
BERINGER
CALIFORNIA COLLECTION

SANTA MARGHERITA
PINOT GRIGIO

DODD’S CABERNET SAUVIGNON SALE

CALIFORNIA PINOT NOIR SALE

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT ITEMS. AVAILABLE WHILE THEY LAST. SALE ENDS IN ONE MONTH. ALL 750ml UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED. IN EVENT OF TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR, LISTED PRICES WILL PREVAIL. IN ORDER TO KEEP OUR SALE PRICES SUPER LOW, CASH AND CARRY ON ALL SALE ITEMS.

$3299
1.75 LTR.

DEWAR’S SCOTCH or 
Johnnie Walker Red

JOHNNIE 
WALKER BLACK
CHIVAS 
REGALOR

LARGE SIZE GIN SALE!
• FLEISCHMANN’S......................15.99
• GORDON’S ................................19.99
• BEEFEATER ..............................35.99
• TANQUERAY ............................39.99
• BOMBAY SAPPHIRE ................39.99

ALL 1.75 LT

MALT SCOTCH SALE
• LAPHROAIG Select ..................39.99
• GLENMORANGIE .....................39.99
• MACALLAN...............................57.99
• GLENLIVET LTR .........................59.99
• BALVENIE 12 Year Double Wood .............59.99
• LAGAVULIN ..............................69.99
• TALISKER DE  ..........................59.99

Svedka
VODKA
Belvedere
VODKA

$1999
1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

Stolichnaya
VODKA
Smirnoff
VODKA

$3599

$2099
1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

DODD’S STANDARD BRAND SALE

LOUIS JADOT
• BEAUJOLAIS
   VILLAGES ............. .9.99
• MACON BLANC .. 10.99

$1999

MARK
WEST

$899 CASTLE
ROCK

$799 PINOT
PROJECT

$999

699$4

1.75 LTR.999$6

NEW LOW PRICE!!

CANADIAN CLUB
$2399

1.75 LTR.

ZINFANDEL SALE FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

APOTHIC
RED

$899

GREY 
GOOSE

ABSOLUT 
VODKA

KETEL ONE 
VODKA

$4999

$2799

$3999

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

1.75 LTR.

SPANISH RED WINES RATED 90+ 

DODD’S CALIFORNIA CHARDONNAY SALE

DODD’S CONNOISSEUR’S WINE SELECTION

Your 
Choice!

$999
COPPOLA......10.99  ST. FRANCIS.......10.99 J. LOHR.......11.99 RODNEY STRONG.....11.99
SIMI.....12.99 LA CREMA “Monterey” ...15.99 SONOMA CUTRER ....23.99 FLOWERS ......39.99
NEWTON Un� ltered Rated 93 RP..................39.99 GRGICH HILLS............39.99 KISTLER..................69.99

• ALVAREZ TOLEDO MENCIA ROBLE2009 Rated 91 WA ..................
• SA RA DA Seleccion Garnacha 2009 Rated 90 WA ..........................
• SABOR REAL Joven 2008 Rated 90 WA ...........................................  
• LA TRIBU 2010 Garnacha, Syrah, Monastrell Rated 90 WA ...........
• TARIMA MONASTRELL 2015 Rated 91 WA .....................................  
• LAGAR DE ROBLA Mencia 2012 Rated 91 WS .................................
• CARMINE Monastrell 2009 Rated 90+ WA .......................................
• ANGOSTO Tinto Malbec, Garnacha 2009 Rated 91 WA ..................
• ENRIQUE MENDOZA MONASTRELL 2014 Rated 92 WA ................  
• RAFAEL REVERTE Cistum 2009 Rated 92 WA ................................
• ALTOS DeLa HOYA 2012  Rated 91 Tanzer ........................................  
• PASION DE BOBAL  2012 Rated 90 WA ............................................

Your Choice!

$799
Your Choice!

$999SAMPLE
CASE PRICE$105.88

• EXCELSIOR Cabernet Sauvignon ...............6.99
• LOS VASCOS Cabernet Sauvignon .............7.99
• 14 HANDS Cabernet Sauvignon ..................7.99
• RELAX RIESLING ........................................8.99
• OYSTER BAY Sauvignon Blanc .................10.99
• CANNONBALL Cabernet Sauvignon ........10.99
• PINE RIDGE Chenin/Viognier Rated 90 WA .10.99

• HAHN Cabernet Sauvignon ...............................11.99
• GUIGAL Cotes Du Rhone ...................................11.99
• FERRARI CARANO Fume Blanc Rated 90 WA ......11.99
• LAYER CAKE Your Choice! Shiraz or Malbec ...12.99
• ZACCAGNINI Montepulciano D’Abruzzo .........12.99
• BUTTER Chardonnay .........................................13.99
• DECOY “Duckhorn” Cabernet Sauvignon ........17.99
• CLOUDY BAY Sauvignon Blanc Rated 93 WS ........25.99

DODD’S POPULAR WINE BRAND SALE

   MEIOMI 
Pinot 
Noir ........17.99

• WARRES PORT 2003 Rated 93 WA ............................................................59.99
• PERTIMALI 2012 BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO Rated 98 WS .................. ..59.99
• SHAFER 2013 “HILLSIDE SELECT” Rated 98+ WS ............................. ..299.99
• CAYMUS “SPECIAL SELECTION” 2012 1.5 LTR Big Bottle Rated 96 WA... ..........399.99
• CH. MOUTON ROTHSCHILD 2012  Rated 96 WA ...................................499.99

•BABICH Sauvignon Blanc
•KRIS Pinot Grigio 099$1

YOUR CHOICE

POUILLY FUISSE
DOM. ROCHERS
2015 Rated 90 WS
CH. BEAUREGARD
2014 Rated 92 WS

$1499

$1799

2016 Festivo 
Malbec 
Rated 90 Suckling

DODD’S FREE 
DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

Too busy at work? Too busy with the kids? We at Dodd’s understand your busy 
life. Dodd’s delivery service offers customized shopping brought directly to 
your door. Call us today to place your orders 914-762-5511

MATUA SAUVIGNON BLANC
$10.99

SANTA MARINA PINOT GRIGIO
$9.99 50.7 oz

KENDALL 
JACKSON
10.99HIGHLY RATED ITALIAN WINES

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$18
•MEZZACORONA PINOT GRIGIO 50.7 oz. ...................................................11.99
• ROBERT MONDAVI WOODBRIDGE CHARD OR CAB 50.7 oz........11.99
• BAREFOOT ( Chardonnay, Cabernet, Pinot Grigio) 50.7 oz Large Size. ..........................11.99
• BOLLA ( Soave, Valpolicella, Bardolino) 50.7 oz Large Size. ....................................................11.99
• RUFFINO CHIANTI  50.7 oz Large Size.......12.99   750 ml...........7.99
•CITRA RED OR WHITE   50.7 oz Large Size........8.99    LINDEMANS’ CHARD...................5.59
•HARVEY’S CREAM SHERRY.....13.99  DRY SACK..........14.99  LILLET................17.99
•LINDEMAN’S CHARDONNAY, MERLOT, SHIRAZ 1.5 LT ..................................................... ..9.99

Johnnie Walker Blue............169.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$18

• BOGLE ...............................................8.99
• VILLA MARIA Rated 90 WS ...............9.99
• BABICH Great Price ...........................10.99
• KIM CRAWFORD...... 12.99 Mfr.’s Mail-In 

Rebate Per Case
$36

Mfr.’s 
Mail-In 
Rebate
Per Box

$3

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$24• CLOS DU BOIS 
• ESTANCIA
• TOASTED HEAD 
• CH. ST. JEAN or HESS
• MERIDIAN 
• COLUMBIA CREST “Grand Estate”
• CHATEAU ST. MICHELLE

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per 
Case

$30

• Columbia Crest ............... 8.99
• Ravenswood ................... 8.99
• Clos Du Bois .................... 9.99
• Estancia ........................... 9.99
• J. Lohr ........................... 14.99

• Coppola ....................... 15.99
• Benziger ...................... 17.99
• Kendall Jackson ......... 17.99
• Simi ............................. 18.99
• Franciscan ................... 23.99

• Robert Mondavi .........23.99
• Jordan ........................49.99
• Stag’s Leap .................49.99
• Caymus Rated 94 WA ......74.99
• Opus 1 .................INQUIRE

$24 Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

• BLACKSTONE ................................................ 7.99
• BOGLE ............................................................ 7.99
• COLUMBIA CREST “Grand Estate” ............. 8.99
• CLOS DU BOIS..............12.99
• KENDALL JACKSON .................................. 15.99
• DUCKHORN ................................................. 44.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$24

CORDIAL SALE
ALL 750 MLYOUR CHOICE $799Cline •Ravenswood

Dancing Bull

Georges du Boeuf 
Beaujolais Nouveau 2017

$899
• Seghesio 2015 Rated 90 WS ................................19.99
• Ridge 2015 Three Valleys ..............................24.99
• Ridge 2015 Lytton Springs Rated 94+ ..............35.99

Was 
$13.99

$799

230 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD•MILLWOOD
MILLWOOD SHOPPING CENTER Off Taconic Pky

   LIQUOR CITY • 762-5511
              www.doddswineshop.com

$40
Mfr.’s 

Mail-In 
Rebate

Per Case

$40
Mfr.’s 

Mail-In 
Rebate

Per Case

Mfr.’s Mail-In Rebate
Per Case

$40

• KAHLUA ...................................20.99
• BAILEYS IRISH CREAM .......................23.99
• AMARETTO DI SARONNO ......24.99
• SAMBUCA ROMANA ................25.99

$60 MFR. REBATE 
PER CASE

DODD’S CHAMPAGNE SALE

• ANTINORI SANTA CRISTINA ...................................... 7.99
• MONTE ANTICO 2012 Rated 92 Suckling ............................................................. 9.99
• ANTINORI TOSCANA ROSSO ........................................................................ 15.99
• ALLEGRINI Palazzo Della Torre Rated 92 Suckling .......................................... 16.99
• MONSANTO CHIANTI CLASSICO RISERVA 2013 Rated 91 #58 Wine of the Year .. 19.99
• RUFFINO RISERVA DUCALE CHIANTI ..................................................... 19.99
• RUFFINO RISERVA DUCALE Gold Label ................................................... 29.99
• ANTINORI TIGNANELLO 2013 Rated 94 #8 Wine of the Year .............................. 89.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$24

•KORBEL BRUT .................................................................................................................................11.99
• COOK’S Brut........7.99                              FREIXENET Cordon Negro.......................8.99   CINZANO  ........8.99
• HENKELL TROCKEN..........8.99  MARTINI & ROSSI  Asti Spumante.........12.99  PIPER SONOMA Brut........15.99
• CHANDON Brut....................15.99  PIPER HEIDSIECK Brut....................34.99  MOET Imperial.....................38.99
• PERRIER JOUET...........39.99   LOUIS ROEDERER.......39.99  MUMMS........39.99  TAITTINGER..............39.99
•VEUVE CLIQUOT Brut “Yellow Label”.............................................................................39.99
  DOM PERIGNON  Brut....................................149.99 LOUIS ROEDERER “Cristal”...........................................199.99

Mfr.’s Mail-In 
Rebate Per Case

$18

50.7 oz.

DODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALEDODD’S HOLIDAY WINE & LIQUOR SALE

              www.doddswineshop.com

OPEN 
SUNDAYS 

12-5

DODD’S SPECIAL WINE BUYS

2015 CH. BEAUCASTEL 
CHAT. DU PAPE Rated 96 WA/97 WS Was 89.99 .....................62.99
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By Neal Rentz
One day following the swearing in of the 

new Mount Kisco Village Board members, 
the new-look board got to work on Dec. 4 
and addressed a variety of issues.

With Mayor Gina Picinich and Trustee 
Isi Albanese seated for their first meeting, 
the board voted unanimously to form a 
10-member Comprehensive Development 
Plan Advisory Committee to assist with the 
village’s update of the document for the first 

time since 2000. 
In August, the village hired New York 

City-based BFJ Planning for $194,000 to 
assist in the process. At the time, Village 
Manager Edward Brancati said an update 
was expected to take 18 to 24 months.

The committee will consist of Picinich; 
Trustee Peter Grunthal; Economic 
Development Council Chairman Alex 
Smoller and EDC member Meghan Finn; 
Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman Harold 

Boxer and ZBA member Barbara Richards; 
Conservation Advisory Council member 
John Rhodes; Recreation Commission 
member Kathy Feeney; and Planning Board 
Chairman Doug Hertz and Vice Chairman 
John Bainlardi.

Picinich said it was important for the 
Comprehensive Plan to be revised and 
wants to receive feedback from residents.

“If you want to set the course for the 
future we need to hear from you,” she said.

Zipcar parking spaces
The board also unanimously voted to 

enter into an agreement with the MTA to 
lease two spaces at the village’s Metro-North 

station parking lot for Zipcars. The MTA 
will pay the village $1,275 a year for each 
of the two spaces, which is the cost of an 
annual parking permit in Mount Kisco. 

Motorists can rent Zipcars on an hourly 
or daily basis. The cost includes gasoline 
and insurance. Rentals are reserved online 
and motorists tap their Zipcard to the 
windshield to unlock the car.  

In a Nov. 13 letter from the MTA to the 
village, the proposal to lease the two spaces 
is part of the state’s Car Sharing Program. 
The MTA had entered into an agreement 
with Zipcar.

In 2016, Wine Enthusiast, which 
occupied 20 percent of the building, 
moved its warehouse operations to New 
Jersey. Earlier this year, Hemato-Centric 
Life Institute and It’s About Time, a STEM 
education-related company, vacated the 
site as well. Early in 2018, Cosentino is 
scheduled to close its marble and quartz 
showroom and warehouse. 

Since its lighting contract for the Mario 
M. Cuomo Bridge project is coming to an 
end, Seaport Lighting is also planning to 
leave, Diamond said. 

Diamond noted that there was 100 
percent occupancy of his building in 
2015, but the occupancy rate, if there is 
no new leasing, would fall to 57 percent 

by the end of 2018. To help fill a portion 
of the vacancy, Diamond said he’d like to 
move ShopRite to the property.

The Village Board officially received 
Diamond Properties’ petition last 
Monday. Mayor Gina Picinich said a joint 
Village Board and Planning Board work 
session would be held to hear Diamond’s 
proposal “to figure out the best way to 
address it.” A meeting date has not been 
announced. 

Village Attorney Whitney Singleton 
said Diamond has yet to provide the village 
with a formal conceptual application and 
an Environmental Assessment Form, 
which would be required before a joint 
meeting could be held.

Join  Now!
Get your choice of either a $200 Club Fit gift card  

OR  
A 5-pack of half hour personal training sessions 

www.clubfit.comBriarcliff
584 North State Road 

(914) 250-2134

   
    

 TWO INDOOR POOLS
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DOOR TENNIS COURTS   P
ERSONAL TRAINING
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0 GROUP FITNESS CLASSES WEEKLY

OFFER EXTENDED!
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training package. Offer extended until 12/15/17. This is a promotional offer, not to be combined with any other offer. New memberships only.
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WE LISTEN. 
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Diamond Properties Eyes Move of 
Bedford ShopRite to Mt. Kisco

New Mount Kisco Village Board Gets Down to Business 

In an effort to bring the gift of 
baseball for the holiday season, 
the Mount Kisco Little League 
has opened registration early for 
its 2018 spring season. The in-
town season kicks off in April 
and runs through June.  Travel 
teams participate in June and 
July with neighboring towns and 
communities throughout the 
Hudson Valley.

Registration is open to all 
children who will be from 10 
to 12 years old in season. The 
registration fee is $175 with a $3.50 
credit card service fee.

To register a child for the 2018 
spring season, visit www.MKLL.
org. For more information, contact 
Ken Diorio at kjdiorio@icloud.com 
or admin@mkll.org. 

Mount Kisco Little League Opens 
Registration for Spring Season

continued from page 1
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Library. 30 languages available on 

your computer, tablet, or phone.
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Help us Build Our Home

Join our Capital Campaign!
Suggested donaaon:
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$400 = 2 sq.  .
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SILVER & WATCHESSILVER & WATCHES
A Perfect Piece for Every Occasion

By Anna Young
Pleasantville officials sought public 

feedback last week as they continue their 
work redesigning the civic space in a 
portion of the village’s downtown. 

The Dec. 7 workshop at the Clinton 
Street Senior Center focused on 
comments from last month’s gathering 
where residents offered ideas for 
potential improvements to the west end 
of Memorial Plaza. 

With the village having obtained a $1.5 
million state grant, Mayor Peter Scherer 
said officials are exploring an upgrade 
to the streetscape along Memorial Plaza 
and Manville Road. He said pedestrian 
walkways can be enhanced, and if the 
turn lane from Memorial Plaza onto 
Manville Road for vehicles is eliminated, 
a sidewalk and a more attractive 
communal area could be created. 

Project planner Phil Myrick and 
landscape architect Jamie Maslyn Larson 
led the workshop discussion on the 
future of the roughly 12,000-square-foot 
space. 

Myrick, a Pleasantville resident, said 
the feedback he received reflected the 
excitement the community has about 
the project. He added that residents 
focused on everyday uses, amenities and 
programs. Some wanted the space to be 
a fun, comfortable, attractive area that 
stayed true to Pleasantville’s intimate 

atmosphere.
“All of these ideas are really important 

to us,” he said. “Our number one goal 
is to create this space, not just to look 
nice, we want you to find this to be an 
incredibly welcoming and neighborly 
hangout in the center of our nice little 
village which doesn’t really have a place 
like that.”

Larson said she’s optimistic she can 
work with the small parcel of land. She 
proposed creating a terrace-like area that 
is broken into four sections, interwoven 
into each other and designated for 
different activities. The design is meant 
to make the area feel bigger than it is. 

She said there could be a play area for 
kids, a sit-down space with tables and 
chairs, a nook area with an herb garden 
and ping-pong table, or a flexible lawn 
for an array of events. A buffer will be 
erected between Memorial Plaza and 
Manville Road to reduce noise. 

The area for the war monuments will 
also be redesigned to make it a more 
dignified space. 

Myrick said the space could be 
interchangeable and accommodate 
different types of entertainment, 
including a stage for bands or a small 
theater production or an art show. He 
mentioned implementing a temporary 
screen for outdoor movies, a fire pit, 
seasonal markets and an ice skating rink 

to attract more people throughout the 
year. 

Larson suggested planting honey 
locust trees to bring a “soft shade” to 
the middle of the parcel, but residents 
requested native trees be used instead. 
Residents also asked the architects keep 
the space simple instead of trying to 
accommodate every idea and request. 

Resident Joseph Wallace asserted how 
the farmers market, which uses the space 

from April through November, must be a 
priority when redesigning the area.

Others expressed concern over the 
loss of parking, but Scherer said officials 
are searching for ways to offset the loss 
before any shovels hit the ground. 

“This is inspiring for us to work on 
this project,” Larson said. “This is a really 
great site that’s in the heart of where all 
the action is.”

Options Weighed for Redesign of Pleasantville’s Memorial Plaza

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Phil Myrick, project planner for Pleasantville’s proposed redesign of  Memorial Plaza, discusses the 
future of  the site to about 25 residents who attended last Thursday’s workshop and discussion.
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant residents continued to 

level criticism against the proposed Kensico 
Preserve 73-unit cluster development 
project last week but that didn’t stop the 
Planning Board from voting unanimously 
to close the public hearing.

Speakers on hand for the Dec. 7 meeting 
once again raised the potential for traffic 
congestion near the 165-acre property on 
Columbus Avenue as well as questioning 
whether the applicant was underestimating 
the impact on the Mount Pleasant School 
District.

Baker Residential Limited Partnership is 
seeking site plan approval and steep slopes 
and wetlands permits. The developer will 
finalize the purchase of the property from 
the Legion of Christ should the project 
receive final approval.

Planning Board member John Piazza said 
he was concerned about the possibility for 
increased traffic during peak hours if one 
of the entry/exit points was located on West 
Lake Drive, which is on the eastern side 
of the property. Only emergency vehicles 
should be allowed to enter the site from 
West Lake Drive, he said.

Attorney David Steinmetz, representing 
Baker Residential, responded that the 
entrances and exits were studied as part of 
the draft and final environmental impact 
statements. 

Simon James was among the residents 
concerned about a West Lake Drive entry 
point. Traffic is already difficult in the 
morning with school buses, he said.

Another resident, Robert Frank, disputed 
the argument that the impact on the Mount 
Pleasant School District. Frank said the 
developer is estimating that $15,000 in 
property taxes would be generated annually 

by each home, but the per student annual 
cost is about $30,000.

The applicant’s planning consultant, 
Bonnie Von Ohlsen, said according to 
demographic data provided by the school 
district last year, the number of school-age 
children is declining. More than two-thirds 
of households in the district have no school-
age children. An estimated 40 additional 
students has been projected for Mount 
Pleasant schools from the project.

Von Ohlsen said if 73 units are approved, 
the combined net tax revenue for the school 
district would be $50,000 annually, she said.

Conservation Advisory Council member 
G. G. Kopilak recommended that a land 
trust oversee the 80 acres to be preserved 
as open space rather than the homeowner’s 
association. 

Another 18 acres would be donated to the 
town for recreational purposes.

Steinmetz told the board two additional 
lots in the center of the site will be sold 
to the New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) and 
preserved from development to protect the 
watershed. 

Project engineer Jay Samuelson said there 
would be minimal disturbance of wetlands, 
just .06 acres. Overall, the property contains 
7.8 acres of wetlands, he noted.

The Planning Board, which has been 
reviewing the application since 2014, is 
scheduled to discuss conditions of final 
approval at its Dec. 18 meeting.

Hearing Closed on Kensico Preserve Cluster Proposal in Mt. Pleasant

Town Board Skeptical About Hawthorne Hotel, Apartment Plan 
By Neal Rentz

Three Mount Pleasant Town Board 
members expressed skepticism last week 
about a proposal for a hotel and a 220-unit 
apartment building for Skyline Drive in 
Hawthorne.

Marshall Tycher, chairman of the Jersey 
City, N.J.-based Roseland Residential Trust, 
one of two entities making the pitch, said 
the proposal calls for a 222,000-square-
foot apartment building that would include 
about 137 two-bedroom units with the 
remainder of the apartments one bedroom. 
The two-bedroom units would rent for 
$3,000 to $3,300 a month while the one-
bedroom apartments would command 
monthly rents of $2,000 to $2,300. 

The 100,000-square-foot hotel would 
contain 157 rooms.

“The demand is there,” Tycher said.

Robert Weinberg, president of Robert 
Martin Company, LLC of Elmsford, the 
other development partner, said there is a 
need for housing in the area for the growing 
workforce at Regeneron, New York Medical 
College and Westchester Medical Center. 
Younger adults also tend to rent while 
waiting to purchase a house, Weinberg said.

While not rejecting the proposal outright, 
Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi, Councilwoman 
Laurie Smalley and Councilman Nicholas 
DiPaolo questioned the need for the project.

DiPaolo asked Weinberg and Tycher if 
they were aware that a hotel is planned as 
part of the North 60 biomedical complex. 
Weinberg said he was aware of the project 
but that another hotel is warranted and 
would be successful. 

Smalley and Fulgenzi said they did not 
want the apartment building to detract from 

improvements to the downtown hamlets, 
something the town will be focusing on 
during its Comprehensive Plan revision. 

Smalley said she would prefer a high-end 
grocery store for the Skyline Drive area.

However, Councilman Denis McCarthy 
said officials should consider the proposal, 
which wouldn’t harm downtown 
improvement efforts.

Weinberg said the project would help the 
town’s tax base, although DiPaolo countered 
that the town would need to analyze the 
tax picture as well as potential impacts on 
traffic and local schools. 

Additional information about the 
proposal, including traffic impacts generated 
from the developers’ other projects, will be 
provided submitted, Weinberg said.

Notice a change in a loved 
one? We are here to help.
For many families, the holidays are the first time they’ve seen 
their loved ones in a while. If someone is acting differently, and 
you suspect it may be dementia, the Alzheimer’s Association 
Hudson Valley Chapter is here for you. Call our 24/7 Helpline 
at 800.272.3900 or visit alz.org/hudsonvalley.

800.272.3900 ● alz.org/hudsonvalley
This advertisement is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 
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914-273-3444 northcastlevet.com
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials must find space for 

excavated dirt that is scheduled to be 
removed from downtown Chappaqua, 
but an area behind Town Hall that is 
being considered has drawn resistance 
from two Environmental Review Board 
members.

The dirt that will be taken out of 
the ground is a result of the upcoming 
installation of new sewer mains 
as part of the ongoing Chappaqua 
infrastructure project. 

Crews will be excavating 12 feet 
below ground to lay the mains, said 
Town Administrator Jill Shapiro. Since 
the soil is moist because downtown 
Chappaqua is in a flood-prone area, it is 
likely to smell until it dries out and can 
be carted out of town, she said. 

The dirt must be placed on a pervious 
surface, town officials said. It is 
estimated that it would be about three 
months before it can dry sufficiently 
and be taken away.

Last week, the Town Board tussled 
with ERB member Ivan Alter and 
Chairman William Flank after it was 
announced the town is considering 
the removal of a hill, which serves as a 
screening barrier for screening between 
Town Hall and the train station parking 
lots to accommodate the dirt.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said 

the board had been unaware that the 
area, which is in a similar location as 
the proposed basketball court, is in a 
wetlands buffer.

“We need to find a location for the 
smelly soil,” Greenstein said. “There’s 
nothing that you’re going to say or I’m 
going to say that’s going to change that. 
We need to find a spot for the smelly 
soil and we need to do it ASAP.”

Alter and Flank responded that 
they had no prior knowledge that the 
town was considering the area behind 
Town Hall for dirt. Greenstein and 
Councilman Jeremy Saland met a few 
weeks ago with the ERB, but those 
discussions focused on placement of the 
basketball court.

The ERB members were concerned 
that a draft resolution that had already 
been drawn up to use that area for the 
future basketball court appeared to 
them as though using that area was a 
done deal.

“Our purpose is to enforce that 
section of Town Code concerning 
environmental laws,” Alter said, “and 
when a project is proposed that violates 
these laws, they come before us and it 
begins the collaborative process where 
we try and figure out what is the best 
and least harmful way to achieve the 
goals that the group or the person is 
trying to achieve.”

Greenstein said ELQ Industries, the 
contractor hired by the town for the 
downtown infrastructure work, recently 
held off using the same space to drop 
off materials when it discovered it was 
in the buffer. 

Councilman Lisa Katz asked Alter and 
Flank what benefits the hill provides.

Not only does the man-made hill 
provide screening but it serves as a 
habitat for birds, Flank responded.

“What it says is this is a little bit of 
the Chappaqua environment that made 

Chappaqua what it is,” Flank said. “It’s a 
quality of life in our downtown that we 
would be eliminating.”

Complicating matters for officials 
is inadequate staging space near 
downtown to store construction 
materials that are shipped in. Officials 
had been using Smith Street near South 
Greeley Avenue along with the front 
yard and part of the rear parking lot 
at Town Hall. But outcry from Smith 
Street residents has forced the town to 
move materials from that street.

The Town Board and ERB members 
agreed to exhaust all possible alternative 
sites that would be within a feasible 
distance of downtown. The town 
submitted a list to the ERB on Monday 
of alternative locations. The ERB has a 
Dec. 18 meeting scheduled.

Flank said the ERB would not 
unnecessarily stand in the town’s way if 
feasible alternative cannot be found.

“If that was the only possibility and 
there was incontrovertible evidence 
that there are no alternatives possible, 
what else are you going to do?” he said.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The front of  the New Castle Town Hall property 
where materials and equipment relating to the 
downtown construction project are kept. The town 
is having difficulty finding enough space to place 
materials, including where to put the dirt that will 
be dug up for the sewer main work in Chappaqua.
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By Anna Young
The firm that was hired to investigate the 

Chappaqua School District’s policies and 
procedures regarding sexual abuse earlier 
this year found that the district follows the 
nation’s best practices and standard of care. 

During Chappaqua’s Board of Education 
meeting last Wednesday, Interactive, 
Inc. of Ashland Va., a company that 
specializes in practice-improving 
documentation in a variety of areas for 
educational organizations, announced its 
recommendations for the district following 
a 10-month review.

Lead investigators Dr. Charol Shakeshaft 
and Dr. Dale Mann conducted surveys, 
assembled focus groups and reviewed the 
board, administration, teachers and staff. 
They also explored policies, procedures and 
practices within the district with respect 
to sexual harassment, discrimination and 
abuse of students by employees. 

Within the two-part investigation, 
Mann explained that the district was 
assessed based on its current context and 
the standard of care analysis, a policy 
that educators use to minimize the risk of 
reasonable foreseeable harm. 

Mann praised the board for being 
forthright, adding that the district has 
several good policies that adequately 
address harassment, discrimination and 
abuse. It also provides guidance in case 
those incidents take place. 

“We believe with the work we have done 
with staff and the district’s leadership, you 
are in fact in conformity with the national 
best practices standard of care,” Mann said 
at the Dec. 6 board meeting. “We don’t 
believe it is necessary for the board to 
revise or rewrite the voluminous policies 
that you have. We do recommend you do 
find ways to communicate those policies 
with much more clarity.”

Interactive also recommended the word 
“unwelcome” be removed from the phrase, 
“unwelcome sexual advances,” where it 
deals with employees. Instead, a common 
language guide should be drafted for 
employees regarding sexual misconduct. 

Mann and Shakeshaft also strongly 
recommended the board create a 
counterpart to the student code of conduct 

that discusses sexual harassment.
Shakeshaft, an educational researcher 

who specializes in sexual abuse of 
students by school staff, stressed that 
pupils understand the policies and issues 
surrounding sexual harassment and abuse. 

As Interactive sought current 
information, they interviewed the district’s 
six principals, visited each school and 
received feedback through online surveys 
from 125 educators and staff members, 285 
middle school and high school students 
and 362 parents. 

While Interactive found that 80 percent 
of students would file a complaint if a staff 
member made them feel uncomfortable, 
only 62 percent believe staff members 
would listen to them. More than half of the 
students (54 percent) surveyed responded 
that the school would investigate the 
problem, while 20 percent said it wouldn’t. 
Another 25 percent were undecided.   

With 57 percent of educators unaware 
of how the district investigates problems, 
Mann said they might be reluctant to 
report an incident. 

The surveys also found that 13 percent of 
parents believe faculty and staff members 
are making their child emotionally 
uncomfortable while 60 percent were 
unsure how to answer the question. 
Shakeshaft said she didn’t know how to 
interpret those results, but it could include 
a teacher bullying or teasing a student. 

Only half of all parents are satisfied with 
school supervision; 78 percent would like 
more communication from the district. 

Chappaqua was plagued with harsh 
criticism last year for its handling of 
the Christopher Schraufnagel case. 
Schraufnagel, a former Horace Greeley 
High School drama teacher, was brought 
up on charges for sexually and emotionally 
abusing students. He eventually pleaded 
guilty. 

In an effort to conduct an independent 
investigation, a committee, comprised of a 
wide cross-section of the community, was 
formed to create a Request for Proposal and 
search for experts to evaluate shortcomings 
in district policy and procedures and make 
recommendations.  

“In my experience, it is unusual that 
a district opens itself up to this kind of 
inquiry and particularly so given the 
recent history of Chappaqua,” Mann said. 
“Having done so speaks to you as a district.”

Superintendent Christine Ackerman 
said Interactive’s report will be published 
on the district website in the coming weeks. 
The Board of Education will outline the 
district’s next steps at the Jan. 10 meeting. 

“This work doesn’t stop. Just because 
we had this report, we would still take 
feedback from the community,” Board 
President Victoria Tipp said. “This is not 
really an endpoint. Schools are about 
continuous improvement.”

Report: Chappaqua Schools Has Strong Policies Combating Sex Abuse

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Dr. Dale Mann and Dr. Charol Shakeshaft 
present their findings to the Chappaqua Board 
of  Education last week regarding the district’s 
policies regarding reports of  sexual abuse.
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By Martin Wilbur
Bedford Supervisor Chris Burdick 

announced last week that he will seek 
the Democratic nomination for a 37th 
Senate District special election for 
the seat being vacated at the end of 
the month by County Executive-elect 
George Latimer.

Burdick, 66, said the district 
requires representation from a strong 
leader, something he believes he’s 
demonstrated the last 10 years on the 
Bedford Town Board, including the last 
four as supervisor. 

The district extends from a portion 
of Yonkers, proceeds along the Sound 
Shore, includes part of White Plains 
and continues into North Castle and 
Bedford.

“I feel that it’s especially important, 
now given what I consider the tragedy 
coming out of Washington with the 
Trump Administration and the threat 
to our state from a tax bill which seems 
absolutely designed to inflict the worst 
damage on a state that didn’t vote for 
him,” said Burdick, an attorney. “I 
think (it’s) especially important to have 
extremely strong leadership at the state 
level so that we can do everything we 
can to enact progressive measures and 
do what we can to fight against what is 
coming out of Washington.”

Burdick, 66, becomes the third 
Democrat to enter the race since 
Latimer’s victory last month. He joins 
Assemblywoman Shelly Mayer of 
Yonkers and White Plains resident 
and teacher Kat Brezler, who was a 
Bernie Sanders delegate at last year’s 
Democratic National Convention.

Burdick pointed to a record of 
accomplishment during his tenure as 
supervisor. He said he has focused 
on environmental issues, such as 
bringing low-cost renewable energy to 
consumers and developing a sewer plan 
financed largely with outside funds. 
He also spearheaded an immigration 
protection resolution and has overseen 
strong finances.

First elected in 2007, Burdick said 
he broke onto an all-Republican 
Town Board, and has since won each 
ensuing election, including the last 
three for supervisor. Last month he ran 
unopposed.

“Westchester voters need to have 
confidence in their elected officials, 
which is why I am running for the 
Senate,” he said. “I have a record of 
results, integrity and bipartisanship 
while standing up for our progressive 
values.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is likely to call 
for a special election early next year to 

fill Latimer’s unexpired term. Burdick 
said the governor cannot schedule a 
special election for a seat until it is 

vacated. Latimer is scheduled to resign 
as state senator on Dec. 31.

There has been talk that a special 
election could occur in April, Burdick 
said.

Bedford republican Sarmad Khojasteh 
is expected to vie for his party’s 
nomination. Additional Republican 
candidates may also enter the race. 

If a special election is called, both 
political parties would have to schedule 
a convention to settle on a nominee.

Brezler, one of Burdick’s opponents 
for the nomination, said she is focused 
on the lack of affordable housing, 
quality healthcare choices and equality 
in education, issues that must be 
addressed by the district’s next senator.

“Through the unwavering support 
I have received from district leaders, 
elected officials, teachers, union 
members and activists, clearly shows 
our pathway to victory,” Brezler said. 
“It is with bold ideas and a no-nonsense 
approach that I received more than 
28,000 votes last April to be a Bernie 
Sanders delegate. I know I can do it 
again.” 

The winner of the special election 
would have to run again in the general 
election in November to continue 
serving the district.

Bedford Supervisor Latest Democrat to Vie for 37th Senate District

Bedford Supervisor Chris Burdick is now the third 
Democrat who will attempt to capture the party’s 
nomination for a special election in the 37th 
Senate District.
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County Police/Mount Kisco

Dec. 4: An employee of a South Moger 
Avenue jewelry business reported at 
7:32 p.m. that a man and woman who 
posed as customers stole two bracelets 
studded with diamonds and rubies, a 
gold pendant with a diamond and a gold 
chain while she was wrapping another 
item they said they wanted to purchase. 
The items were valued at $7,300. The 
case was turned over to detectives.

Dec. 5: Police responded to an Amuso 
Drive residence at 8:35 p.m. after a 
man fell and was injured. The man was 
subsequently taken by ambulance to 
Northern Westchester Hospital.

Dec. 6: A village resident reported 
at 6:59 p.m. that another man shoved 
him into a stop sign as he walked on 
Highland Avenue, causing pain to his 
chest and shoulder. The victim, who 
knows the man he says injured him, did 
not initially want to press charges but 
now would like to do so. The case was 
turned over to detectives for additional 
investigation.

Dec. 8: At 4:01 p.m., a woman watching 
a kickball game at the Boys & Girls Club 
on East Main Street was struck in the 
face by the ball, causing her to fall to the 
ground and hit her head. The woman was 
transported to Northern Westchester 
Hospital for medical attention.

Dec. 8: Child Protective Services 
requested at 5:28 p.m. that a county 
police officer accompany a staff member 
to a Grove Street residence and to be 
present during an interview being 
conducted there.

North Castle Police Department
Dec. 2: A subject was charged with 

aggravated unlicensed operation of a 
vehicle following a traffic stop on Route 
22 at 10:35 a.m. A check revealed that 
the operator’s license was suspended on 
June 3 for failure to answer a summons 
out of Harrison.

Dec. 3: A complainant on Virginia 
Road reported at 5:19 p.m. that she is 
trying to lock up the showroom and 
close the store for the evening but there 
are some customers who are standing 
outside the door not allowing her to do 
so and to set the alarm. She requested an 
officer to her location for assistance.

Dec. 4: A 911 caller reported at 10:07 
p.m. that a female is at his door reporting 
she has been assaulted at a neighboring 
house. The dispatching officer spoke 
with the female who identified herself 
and reported she had fled from the 
alleged assault. Officers were dispatched. 
The complainant reported she was 
not injured and did not need medical 
attention.

By Martin Wilbur
Westchester County police have unveiled 

an experimental program using the latest in 
technology to enhance their crime-fighting 
and law enforcement activities.

About a month ago, the county launched 
the Real Time Crime Center out of police 
headquarters in Hawthorne. Staffed by 
detectives, it uses the most advanced 
technology available to store massive 
amounts of data that is accessible at their 
fingertips.

Information that had been scattered in 
various portals but is now in once central 
location includes corrections and probation 
records, traffic cameras, license plate readers 
and a vast amount of other data. 

The county police can also share 
information with its partners in local 
departments. Departments that are 
partnering with the county initially are 
Yonkers, Mount Vernon, Mount Pleasant, 
Yorktown and Peekskill, said Department 
of Public Safety spokesman Kieran O’Leary.

“Technology is always evolving and 
so does our use of it to respond to crime 
patterns and criminal incidents in real time,” 
said Commissioner George Longworth. 
“The Real Time Crime Center will help 
make Westchester safer for all who live and 
work here.”

O’Leary said that regardless of what 
hour or day a crime may have occurred, 

information can be called up instantaneously 
based on eyewitness accounts, video 
surveillance, satellite images and other 
sources. Addresses of relatives or friends 
where a suspect might flee is also available 
to detectives, he said.

When a crime occurs, detectives in 
the center use the tools to gather relevant 
information and immediately share it 
with officers in the field. O’Leary said 
information that would take in some cases 
hours to gather or force police to wait until 
morning or a holiday was over, can be 
available within minutes.

The information that has been provided 
through the Real Time Crime Center 
has already generated valuable leads in 
active investigations by county police, 
nine municipal police departments in 
Westchester and several federal agencies.

Several local crimes have also been 
solved as a result of the center, Longworth 
noted. In one instance, it was learned that 
suspects involved in a Greenburgh robbery 
have since been linked to four Verizon store 
robberies elsewhere in Westchester and 
Orange counties, and a burglary suspect 
was netted on Lexington Avenue in Mount 
Kisco.

Grant funding has been used to purchase 
some of the technology, equipment and 
software that is part of the Real Time Crime 
Center.

Police Blotter
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County Police Using Latest Technology 
to Solve Crime in Real Time

The Mount Pleasant Town Board 
made no decision last week on a 
proposal from Police Chief Paul 
Oliva to increase the use of civilian 
dispatchers in the police department. 

Oliva asked the Town Board during 
the Dec. 5 work session to hire two 
additional full-time civilian dispatchers 
to add to the two existing dispatchers. 
Oliva also requested the board provide 
funding for 1,000 hours of additional 
dispatching time from civilians in 2018 

in addition to the full-time dispatchers. 
The two new dispatchers and 

the extra 1,000 work hours would 
cost $300,000, Oliva said. He said 
additional civilian dispatcher hours 
would free up an officer for patrol 
rather than working behind a desk at 
police headquarters. 

The board is scheduled to complete 
its work on the 2018 budget Tuesday 
night.

—Neal Rentz

Mount Pleasant Weighs Civilian 
Dispatchers for Police
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By Anna Young
Pleasantville student government 

representatives shared ideas last week 
with district officials on several key topics 
to improve their high school experience.

Student President Declan McDermott, 
Vice President Arthur Rogers, 
Communications Director Sophie Rapley, 
Treasurer Thomas Carty and Secretary 
Sam Raffalli proposed school supplied 
laptops, an open campus for seniors and 
the student assistance counselor at the 
annual joint meeting with the Board of 
Education on Dec. 5. 

Since 2013, the board has conducted 
these meetings with student government, 
which has helped shape new policies. 

“The student government always 
appreciates being able to share their 
thoughts every year with the Board of 
Education and (Superintendent) Ms. 
(Mary) Fox-Alter,” McDermott said. 

With the district making a conscious 
effort to add more technology courses 
and increase Wi-Fi availability, hotspots 
and computers over the last three years at 
the students’ request, the representatives 
said the district should supply high school 
students with a laptop or tablet. 

Rogers noted that students would 
benefit from having their own device 
with the increasing amount of computer-
based homework assigned. He added that 
students who currently don’t have access 

to a device may feel excluded or fear 
falling behind, especially with teachers 
encouraging students to bring their 
laptops to class. 

“We believe with such a 
socioeconomically diverse school we 
should really try to make sure students 
keep up technologically,” Rogers said. 
“It’s a great way to get kids motivated and 
make things more efficient to dedicate 
more time to learning.”

Fox-Alter commended the students 
for their idea, but said the district would 
have to conduct a study to calculate the 
expense to manage each device. Trustees 
also shared concern regarding the fiscal 
challenges.

Board members encouraged students 

to explore grants to support the idea.
Students also discussed having an open 

campus for seniors during the second 
half of the year. They proposed an open 
campus for seniors in good academic 
standing who receive parent approval. 
Currently, seniors are only allowed to 
venture off campus in the fourth quarter 
of senior year for internships. 

“We’re seeing that in our senior year 
we’re looking ahead to the next step in 
our lives,” Rapley said. “In college we 
know that we’re thrown into this world of 
personal responsibility and we think that 
having an open campus will be a great way 
to prepare us for a great leap, teaching us 
seniors this responsibility and allowing us 
a privilege that we have worked so hard 

for four years.”
Trustee Shane McGaffey said his biggest 

fear allowing an open campus as a parent 
and board member is the liability for the 
district and parents. 

Trustee Emily Persons agreed adding 
that Fox-Alter has a responsibility to 
know the whereabouts of each student 
and ensure their safety. She said in the 
event of an emergency the school needs 
to account for every student. An open 
campus would make that difficult. 

Students countered a program could be 
created that sends out an e-mail or text 
message blast to the senior class in the 
event of an emergency. 

During the meeting, students praised 
Student Assistance Counselor Maryann 
Flatley for creating a safe space for students 
to speak openly. They added she has done 
an outstanding job engaging the student 
body on such issues as the consequences 
of their actions and creating a presence 
within the school. 

Fox-Alter commended the students 
for their ideas and candidness. Trustees 
also reflected on the progress the district 
has made since the first joint meeting, 
reminding the students that they are the 
reason why they serve on the board. 

“Your voice is most important,” Persons 
said. “If you put your needs out into the 
universe they will be met. We want your 
world to be as best as it could be.”

P’ville Students Pitch Open Campus, School Laptops at Joint Meeting

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Pleasantville High School student government representatives assembled for their joint meeting last 
week with the Pleasantville Board of  Education and administration.

By Martin Wilbur
There’s been plenty of discussion about 

journalism recently and its role in society, 
given the current political climate. The 
interest among the general public hasn’t 
been lost on the student journalists at 
Byram Hills High School.

Last week students at the school convened 
a conference to address the current state of 
the profession, its future and how they can 
bring the best coverage to the readers of 
their school papers.

Byram Hills hosted its first journalism 
conference last Wednesday, with the co-
editors of The Oracle, the school’s student 
paper, and other staff members inviting 
peers from five other area high schools to 
join them for workshops and discussions. 
The event, titled “Redefining Journalism,” 
featured a keynote address by CNN anchor 
John Berman, an Armonk resident.

“We wanted to talk about how can we 
project our voices and stick to the facts, 
especially with the problems of fake news, 
and so, ultimately, we want students leaving 
feeling empowered and really wanting to 
take their newspapers to the next level, 
interact with the community and really 
involve others,” said Ali Brocato, co-editor 
of The Oracle, Byram Hills’ online student 
newspaper.

Brocato and fellow co-editor Zachary 
Milewicz came up with the idea for the 
event after attending the annual Columbia 

News Conference last year, which attracted 
students from hundreds of schools 
around the United States. That conference 
presented workshops as varied as learning 
how to interview to the best ways for student 
publications to move to digital platforms.

The Columbia conference also provided 
the co-editors the impetus to schedule 
their own event and collaborate with like-
minded students from Ardsley, Fox Lane, 
Briarcliff, White Plains and Brewster high 
schools. About 70 students attended last 
week’s gathering.

Deputy Superintendent Dr. Tim 
Kaltenecker said Brocato and Milewicz 
returned from the Columbia conference 
encouraged about how much they 
benefitted. He suggested they think about 
scheduling their own. 

“They looked at each other and got really 
excited, so a year later they started talking 
with me. ‘Can we meet with you? We want 
to plan that,’” Kaltenecker recalled. “So it all 
sort of came together from that, all from 
that little idea.”

Brocato and Milewicz came up with a 
theme, ideas for three workshops, which 
featured journalists Trisha Blacknar, Betsy 
Lombardi and Ali Rosen. They also reached 
out to Berman, who in addition to being 
a town resident has two children in the 
district.

During his talk, which was followed by 
an extensive question-and-answer session, 

he traced his career from ABC, where 
he started in 1995 after college as a desk 
assistant and worked his way up through 
the ranks to become head writer for the late 
Peter Jennings. By 2001, he got his break on 
air.

After 17 years, he left for CNN, where he 
now co-anchors “CNN Newsroom” which 
airs weekdays from 9 to 11 a.m.

“It was thrilling to be part of it and see 
all the news happening all around you,” 
Berman said.

Encouraged to see such a strong turnout 
and interest from students interested in 
journalism, Berman advised students to 
stay curious, and always question subjects 
on why something is happening. 

“It’s the job of journalists to speak truth 
to power,” Berman said. “It’s the job of 
journalists to ask people why they are doing 
things. It’s no mystery right now why the 
journalism profession is under attack from 
a lot of different people.”

He told the story of Mexican journalist 
Javier Valdez Cardenas, a crusading 
reported who fearlessly reported on the 
drug cartels in his native country. Cardenas 
was killed in May, one of five journalists 
slain in Mexico this year.

“This is, at its fundamental level, what the 
business is about,” Berman said. “Facts can 
be so revealing and so important that people 
are willing to kill over them. But facts can 
also be so important and so revealing that 

someone like Javier is willing to risk his life 
to get them out and tell stories.”

Catherine Eshoo, a Byram Hills English 
teacher and faculty adviser to The Oracle, 
said while the issues raised at the conference 
would transcend any time period, the 
interest and debate about journalism in the 
public sphere made the event even more 
critical.

“There have been so many relevant 
aspects of journalism brought to the 
forefront and I think the timing is perfect,” 
Eshoo said.

Byram Hills Explores Role of Journalism at Student Conference

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Ali Brocato and Zachary Milewicz, co-editors of  
Byram Hills High School’s student newspaper The 
Oracle, helped organize last week’s journalism 
conference at the school addressing a variety of  
issues currently facing the profession.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Letters to the Editor

Governor Andrew Cuomo, who has 
objected to the congressional action 
that may lead to the elimination of the 
real estate tax deduction for many New 
Yorkers whose taxes exceed $10,000, 
could help many property owners in 
Westchester save money if he calls a 
special session of the state legislature 
quickly and the legislature authorizes 
municipalities to accept partial payments 
of the 2018 municipal, county, fire district 
and school taxes in 2017.

Many of my constituents have contacted 
me hoping to pre-pay this year some of 
the property taxes that are due in 2018. 
They want to pay the taxes now, before 
the new federal tax code goes into effect. 

If they had that ability, many taxpayers 
in wealthier suburban communities 
could save thousands (perhaps tens of 
thousands) of dollars because of the 
anticipated new code limiting deductions. 
Property owners can pay the second half 
of their school taxes in December because 
the taxes are due by the end of January, 
but they can’t pre-pay county and town 
taxes.

The problem: Section 90 of the Real 
Property Tax Law does not authorize local 
tax collectors to accept tax payments in 
advance of the tax warrant being issued. 
And the county and town warrants won’t 
be finalized before the end of the year. If 
the legislature and governor would amend 

the law to allow New York residents to 
pay part of next year’s real property taxes 
before the end of this year, many people 
would be able to avoid the impact of the 
new law in 2018.

Some cities and municipalities in other 
counties in New York State will have their 
town and county warrant done by Dec. 31, 
as they normally collect taxes in January. 
What that means is that residents in other 
counties can pay their 2018 tax warrant 
this year while Westchester can’t – unless 
the state acts quickly.

 
Paul Feiner

Greenburgh Town Supervisor

By Anthony Oliveri
I feel compelled to write to correct a 

number of misstatements made about 
the New Castle Fire District No. 1 by 
Commissioner Brian Jabloner in his bid 
for re-election. Here is what has been 
misstated:  

1. Commissioner Jabloner stated the 
district currently has enough funds in 
capital reserve to build an addition and 
does not need to go out to referendum 
for approval. 

The district does not have funding to 
build an addition. The district does have 
a capital reserve for buildings. Those 
funds are earmarked for use on repairs 
or improvements to district buildings. 
Any withdrawal from a capital reserve 
requires majority approval by the board 
and must go to permissive referendum.

2. The district awarded a bid for 
demolition and remediation of the 
property located at 495 King St. in the 
amount of $880,000.  

The district and our consultant 
renegotiated the original bid, which 
resulted in a savings of about $195,000, 
and unanimously awarded the bid to 
IAR, Inc. for a contracted amount of 
$684,800.   

3. Commissioner Jabloner stated 
the district announced it could house 
an older engine in the upper bay area 
at the Bedford Road firehouse. While 
it is possible the engine may fit in the 
smaller bay area, he neglected to inform 
residents there is less than one inch of 
head clearance and less than a 1.5-inch 
clearance between the sides of the engine 
and frames of the bay door. The engine 
will fit only if it is filled to capacity with 
water, fuel and hose. 

In addition, the ladders must be moved. 
The engine will not fit if it has less than 
a full tank of water, fuel and/or hose is 
removed. In inclement weather, if chains 
are on the tires, chain mats are placed 
on the floor and if ice and snow buildup 
is on the apron the engine will not fit. 
The clearance is so tight it will severely 
limit the number of qualified drivers that 
would be able to back the engine into 
the space. Clearance is not in order with 
National Fire Protection Association 
recommendations. This discussion was a 
temporary fix and warranted additional 
research prior to making the statement.   

4. Commissioner Jabloner stated a 
washing machine to clean contaminated 
turnout gear could be installed at the 

Bedford Road firehouse.  
Contaminated gear must be bagged and 

sent out for cleaning. Contaminated gear 
cannot be washed in a machine that does 
not have the proper means to discharge 
this type of wastewater. Contaminated 
water cannot be discharged into the 
sanitary sewer.  

5. Commissioner Jabloner spoke about 
the budgetary process.

While statements about the process 
are true. Commissioner Jabloner never 
advised the resident voters he did not 
formulate, submit, review or vote on 
the 2017 fire district budget. This is 
a fiduciary responsibility every fire 
commissioner has to the taxpaying 
residents of the district.  

All of the information that I provided is 
easily verifiable either through a reading 
of the district’s minutes or by attending 
a meeting and asking the board directly. 
While it is easy to lose track of certain 
things during the heat of a campaign, 
it is imperative that the residents have 
accurate information. 

Thank you very much.
Anthony Oliveri is chairman of the 

New Castle Fire District No. 1 Board of 
Commissioners.

Guest Column
New Castle Fire Commissioner Refutes Candidate’s Statements

State Should Allow 2018 Tax Pre-Payment to Blunt Loss of Tax Deduction
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

In last week’s letter to the editor, “New 
York Must Devote More Resources 
on Developing Renewable Energy,” 
Caroline Eimer wrote “Natural gas 
produces methane emissions,” when 
in fact natural gas is 90 to 97 percent 
methane, CH4, with small amounts 
of carbon, nitrogen, sulfur and its 
products of combustion are primarily 

carbon dioxide, water and oxides of the 
other components. 

Ms. Eimer calls for more spending on 
wind and solar power while ignoring the 
results of such acts in Germany, which 
shut down or started shutting down its 
nuclear and coal power plants for “green 
energy” projects. Before it was decided 
to charge ahead in shutting down Indian 

Point, a non-CO2 producing major 
energy source, the effects of “green 
energy” in the real world of Germany 
should have been studied and evaluated 
with respect to the energy needs of New 
York City and Westchester County.

E. Patrick Mosman
Pleasantville 

More Studies Were Needed Before Decision to Close Indian Point
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By Martin Wilbur
The First Congregational Church 

of Chappaqua has opened its doors to 
the Upper Westchester Muslim Society 
(UWMS) for prayer and religious school 
classes after the society was recently forced 
to vacate its Thornwood location.

The church, located at 210 Orchard 
Ridge Rd., made space available starting 
the day after Thanksgiving for the UWMS 
congregation for Jumma, its weekly 
Friday afternoon prayer, said Rev. Dr. 
Martha Jacobs, the senior minister at First 
Congregational. 

Religious school classes are being held 
late on Monday and Wednesday afternoons 
and on Saturday morning. Space is also 
being provided for daily prayer.

Jacobs said when she learned UWMS 
would be unable to remain at 401 Clairmont 
Ave., its home since 1999, because of a lack 
of heat and hot water, she reached out to 
its leaders as well as the church’s Board of 
Trustees in hopes of at least finding them 
temporary quarters. 

There is familiarity between the two 
congregations since both are members of 
the Chappaqua Interfaith Council.

“I’m very excited about this,” Jacobs 
said. “It’s a wonderful opportunity for two 
congregations to get to know each other 
better. We are part of the Interfaith Council, 
and have known each other  for a long time. 
So to be able to put into practice some of 

our traditions of welcoming the stranger, 
providing for somebody in need in such 
a tangible way, what could be wrong with 
that?”

The UWMS needed to vacate its 
Thornwood space because the property 
owner had informed the tenants that the 
building was being repurposed, according 
to the society’s website. The oil tank has 
been removed, leaving the building without 
heat or hot water.

The congregation has received approvals 
from the Town of New Castle to build 
its new mosque and Islamic center on 
Pinesbridge Road but construction hasn’t 
started.

Jacobs said the agreement between 
the congregations ensures UWMS will 
remain at the church for December and 
likely through January. A longer-term 
arrangement could still materialize.

“If it turns into a longer-term rental until 
their mosque is built, that may happen. We 
don’t know,” she said. “We’re being open to  
wherever the spirit is leading us on that.”

Despite the willingness on the part of 
both congregations to reach a workable 
arrangement, there were questions 
regarding traffic, parking and security. 
Church leadership held a meeting last week 
with parents who have children enrolled at 
Play Care Early Learning Center, a program 
for preschool-age children that has been a 
longtime  program at First Congregational. 

One Play Care parent, Brian Hiller, said 
he attended the meeting out of curiosity 
more than concern, but agreed it’s a 
good opportunity to learn more about a 
neighboring faith community.

“I attended the meeting more for 
information because I’m looking at this as a 
really positive opportunity for the staff and 
parents and children to learn about different 
religions, different faiths, different cultures,” 
Hiller said.

Another informational meeting will be 
held for the benefit of church congregants. 
There will also be a joint potluck dinner 
scheduled in the near future.

It is critical for UWMS members to make 
a left out of the church’s parking lot and only 
use Bedford Road so the neighborhood 
is not disturbed with additional traffic, 

Jacobs said. The UWMS also agreed to push 
Jumma to 1:30 p.m. to allow for Play Care to 
finish, which is about 1:15 p.m. The prayer 
service lasts about 45 minutes.

Jacobs said this isn’t the first time First 
Congregational has opened its doors for 
other congregations in need. Pleasantville 
Community Synagogue has held its 
High Holy Day services at the church to 
accommodate the larger crowds. For the 
past two and a half years, there has been 
an agreement with the Lutheran Church 
of Our Redeemer to hold its services at 
First Congregational, which is ending at 
the end of this month, when the Lutheran 
congregation disbands. 

“For me personally, I see that as one door 
closing but another door possibly opening,” 
Jacobs said.

Chappaqua Church Opens its Doors to Muslim Society to Pray

A popup store by New York 
Dolls and Lerria Greek Designs 
featuring Greek imported 
goods and resort wear for 
travel recently opened at 153 
E. Main St. in Mount Kisco. 
Hurry in because it will be open 
only through Jan. 2. 
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By Erin Maher
There are countless people who never 

could have imagined that they would 
be working in a certain career or in a 
particular industry.

Pleasantville High School held its 
third annual Pleasantville High School 
STEM Career Fair last Wednesday, 
opening students’ eyes to the wide range 
of possibilities that exist in science, 
technology, engineering and math.

The fair featured 28 local STEM 
professionals from a host of industries, 
including 3D art and animation, IT, 
plumbing and medical, situated at tables 
around the school’s cafeteria, discussing 
their occupations and fielding questions 
from curious students. 

Launched in 2015, the fair was organized 
by the high school with help from 
Pleasantville Friends of STEM, a group 
that supports student interest in STEM-
related studies and career opportunities. 
The organization’s co-founder, Martha 
Matteo, is the mastermind behind the 
event, having contacted local professionals 
and inviting them to participate.

Matteo also devised the theme for the 
night – “crooked career paths.” Many of 
the professionals on hand had initially 
pursued one career but find themselves 
working at something entirely different.

“It was just literally to tell kids who were 
freaking out, that they thought they had 

to solve their career problems in college, 
or even earlier, that they didn’t,” Matteo 
said. “That they should pick something 
that they liked and do it well and talk to 
people. And this room is filled with those 
people.”

Professionals who were on hand 
included Pleasantville local Dr. 
Sheldon Brown. Brown, who is head 
of Epidemiology/Infectious Diseases 
at the Bronx VA, was a crooked career 
path person himself, having originally 
graduated with a degree in film from 
Antioch College. He then worked as 
a carpenter and in the music industry 
before returning to school at Columbia 
University.

The keynote speaker for the evening 

was New Rochelle High School alum 
Dr. Daniel Eiras, an infectious diseases 
doctor. 

“I went from studying mollusks at New 
Rochelle High, to treating patients with 
Ebola,” Eiras said. 

Educators agreed that the fair helps 
present students with a wide range of 
possibilities that they, their teachers or 
their parents might not have known 
existed.

“This is a great opportunity for them to 
speak to scientists working in their field, 
to kind of hear how they got to where they 
got to, to give them some ideas on their 
own career path,” said Pleasantville High 
School biology teacher Nicole Rodstrom, 
“So I think this is a great opportunity for 

the students to hear directly from the 
actual scientists.”

Many students helped out at the fair, 
organizing the cafeteria and creating fair 
programs that included a QR code that 
linked to all the guests’ bios. 

Rosa Hahn, a Pleasantville High School 
junior and National Science Honor 
Society member, mentioned how the 
evening expanded her knowledge of just 
how varied science careers can be.

“There’s a lot of options that you can 
go into for science, you’re not limited to 
one type of thing,” Hahn said. “You can 
do other things.”

For more information on the 
Pleasantville Friends of STEM, visit www.
pfostem.org.

ERIN MAHER PHOTOS
Those who attended last week’s STEM Career Fair at Pleasantville High School listen closely to one of  
the presentations about opportunities in the science, technology, engineering and mathematics fields.  
Right: Students were able to ask questions and speak to professionals in a variety of  science-related 
fields at the Dec. 6 STEM Career Fair.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
50% OFF ENTIRE STORE

(914) 238-7899

73 Wheeler Ave 
Pleasantville, NY

P’ville HS Opens Students’ World to Science at Career Fair



December 12 - December 18, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

By Neal Rentz
A national program is coming to Mount 

Pleasant this weekend to remember 
veterans who never returned while fighting 
in wars dating back to the American 
Revolution.

A Wreaths Across America ceremony 
has been scheduled for this Saturday, Dec. 
16 at noon at Gate of Heaven Cemetery, 
located at 10 W. Stevens Ave. The program 
is being presented locally by the Daughters 
of Liberty’s Legacy (DOLL), which is 
dedicated to preserving history and 
promoting patriotism.

It is the first time that Gate of Heaven 
will be hosting the ceremony for the 
Westchester observance. Wreaths will 
be placed at graves in seven locations 
throughout the county. Ceremonies will 
also be conducted at more than 1,200 
locations throughout the United States on 
Saturday.

“With the number of wreaths we have 
this year and the volunteers who would 
like to help, we chose Gate of Heaven,” 
Kauffman explained. “It lets us have the 
ceremony and have volunteers help to 
place many wreaths in one location. We 
will then go to the other locations to place 
the rest of the wreaths.”

DOLL was co-founded four years ago 
by North Castle residents Cynthia Abbott 
Kauffman and Debra Palazzo. The two co-

founders are descended from soldiers who 
fought in the Revolutionary War. 

The organization conducts extensive 

research to learn where local soldiers were 
killed in combat in America’s wars and 
where they are buried so they can receive 
a wreath at their grave, Kauffman said. 
The nonprofit organization is purchasing 
more than 200 wreaths for the Westchester 
County gravesites.

Wreaths Across America was started 
in 1992 by Morrill Worcester, owner of 
Worcester Wreath Company in Maine, 
when he realized he had a surplus of 
merchandise nearing the end of the 
holiday season.

Worcester had visited Arlington 
National Cemetery when he was 12 years 
old and recalled the impact that visit had 
on him years later. He reached out to 
then-U.S. Sen. Olympia Snowe, who made 
arrangements to have his wreaths placed 
on stones in the older sections of Arlington 
National that were receiving few visitors.

In 2005, images of the wreaths covered in 
snow around Christmas circulated online. 
Soon after, organizations around the 
United States began arranging for wreaths 
to be placed at gravesites of deceased local 
soldiers.

One day in December each year is now 
designated as National Wreaths Across 
America Day when the ceremonies are 
held nationwide.

In addition to this effort, DOLL also 
holds a variety of historical-related 

programs throughout the year, including 
the Colonial Trolley Tour of Historic White 
Plains where participants visit sites where 
the 1776 Battle of White Plains was fought, 
the courthouse where the Declaration of 
Independence was read in 1776 and the 
Elijah Miller House on Virginia Road in 
North White Plains. 

DOLL has been perhaps most 
prominent recently in its recent attempts 
to see the restoration and maintenance of 
the historic Miller House, which served as 
George Washington’s headquarters during 
the Battle of White Plains and near where a 
portion of the battle was waged, Kauffman 
said.

The Daughters of Liberty’s Legacy is 
requesting sponsors for the purchase of 
wreaths that will be placed on veterans’ 
graves. It costs $15 to purchase one 
wreath. For more information or to make 
a purchase, visit www.doll1776.com and 
click Donate to Wreaths.

North Castle resident Cynthia Abbott Kauffman, 
co-founder of  Daughters of  Liberty’s Legacy, 
prepares a wreath that will be placed at a grave 
of  a local soldier who died in combat. The Wreaths 
Across America program will be taking place for 
the first time this Saturday at Gate of  Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne. 

Gate of Heaven Ceremony to Honor Soldiers Killed in Combat
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If you imaginedyou could changethe world, you’re ready for AgeWell New York.

THE WAY TO AGE WELL 
IN NEW YORK
Pe rsona l i z ed , easy  t o  unde rs t and , 
easy  t o  l i v e  w i t h  Med i ca re 
Advan tage  P resc r i p t i on  D rug  P l ans

agewel lnewyork .com

718-696-0206
TTY/TDD 800-662-1220

$0 or low cost Plan Premiums

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with Medicare and Medicaid contracts. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a 
complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-
insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, copays, co-insurance and deductibles may vary based on the 
level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details.  AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, 
discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因 種族、膚色、民族血統、年齡、殘障或 別而歧視任何人。ATTENTION: If you 
do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su 
disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援 助
服務。請致電 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). H4922_ PImagine4002 Accepted 09192017

Pleasantville 
        & Hawthorne

Taxi and  
Car Service

Airports • Night on the Town • Special Occasions • Birthdays
 Business Trips • Concerts • Long & Long Distance

914.610.8668 • 914.703.7999
pleasantvillecarservice.com

thank you...
Pleasantville and all surrounding areas for your loyal support
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1-888-FIDELIS • fideliscare.org
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including 
Medicaid, Child Health Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health 
Plans through NY State of Health, The Official Health Plan Mar-
ketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Let’s Get  
Everyone 
Covered.
Questions About Health Insurance? 
Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable health insurance for  
qualifying children and adults of all ages through Qualified 
Health Plans and the New York State-sponsored Child Health 
Plus, Essential Plan, and Medicaid programs.

We want everyone to know that learning about quality,  
affordable health insurance is just a call, click, or visit away.

Call

Click

Visit

To Learn More:

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
1-800-421-1220 TTY

Apply Through:
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
For those who are eligible

fideliscare.org/offices

Enrollment Timeframes:
For those who are eligible

November 1, 2017 — January 31, 2018 
for Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health

All Year Long
for Child Health Plus, Essential Plan, Medicaid 

(New York State-sponsored health insurance) 
Individuals must be eligible to apply for Medicaid
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Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy Hanukkah 
from the staff at 
Examiner Media

A Very Healthy 
& Happy Holiday Season to 

all our Customers

59 S. Greeley Ave • Chappaqua, NY 10514
914.861.2777 •Fax: 914.861.2775

www.ChappaquaPandH.com

From 
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to Big Green Eggs 
We Have Plenty 

of Gift Items 
This Holiday 
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Christmas

Happy 
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Lil’ Chocolate Shoppe

Belgian Chocolates & Truffl es
Unique Packaging, Novelties
Holiday Boxes and Baskets, 

Merckens Wafers in Milk, 
Dark & White 

and much, much, more!

The Holidays Aren’t 
a Season...

They’re a Feeling!

Call or Fax: 914-769-0771

RETRO
CANDY & 
BOXES

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

Lilchocolateshop@gmail.com

We will honor and handle all insurance companies claims 
All work guaranteed for as long as you own the vehicle

Complete Auto Body Work on Foreign and Domestic Vehicles
• Paintless Dent Removal • Towing Available
• Rental Vehicle Arranged • Free Estimates

• Color Matching • Total Glass Repair/Replacements
• Direct Repair Service for Most Insurance Companies

DANIELES AUTO BODY INC.
15 MARBLE AVE

PLEASANTVILLE, NY 10570
914-769-2224

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins
Welcome

$10 OFF
COLOR

Irene’s Hair Salon

$2.00 OFF Any Haircut 
with this ad

914-495-3010
16 Marble Avenue,
Pleasantville, NY

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 9:30-6, Fri 
9:30-7, Saturday 9-5, 

Closed Sunday
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Color “Light” 
Up the 

Holidays!

$10 OFFMake Your $10 OFF
With this ad

Hair Care 
Products 
on Sale!

Simply the Best Bagels 
You’ll Find!

480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
6 FREE

With this coupon • Limit one per customer • Not to be
combined with other o�� ers. Expires 12/31/17

Mt. Kisco Bagel Co. • Mt. Kisco • 241-0606
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Available

Is Your Lighting Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? Ready for the Holidays? 

10% OFF
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of ad

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
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Sat-8am-5:30pm • Sun. Closed

Holiday Orders now being taken for 
Hanukkah and Christmas!

VILLAGE PRIME MEATS
OF ARMONK

Miracle on 
2010 Albany Post Road!

Merry Christmas!

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

Please Call us For your Holiday Parties 
or Transportation Needs
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For many years, I lived in a 
high-maintenance house, as 
high-maintenance as it could 
be: an old – really old – early 
18th century colonial, built in 
1734, with very few modern 
updates when I bought it.  

In fact, there was still an 
outhouse on the property 
when we moved in. I’m really 
not sure how long it had 
been since indoor plumbing 
had been installed, but the 
waste pipe was held up in the 
basement by wire hangers, 
which collapsed our first 
week in the house.  

When I purchased that 
house, I wasn’t a realtor. Today, 
I know that home purchases 
are, to a certain degree, an emotional 
transaction. But for most normal 
people, it’s only partially emotional. In 
the case of my wife and me with that 
house, it was emotions. We fell in love 
with its look and history at first sight, 
and didn’t even ask for an inspection by 
an engineer. We had been lucky with the 
purchase of our first house in Brooklyn 
Heights, which had been beautifully 
restored by its former owner and there 
were no issues. Naïve as we were, we 
walked into our second purchase with 

the same expectations. It 
was like lambs going to the 
slaughter.

When our furniture 
arrived, the movers hit an 
overhead chandelier with 
one of the large pieces, 
causing a short in the 
electrical system and the 
whole house went dark. Our 
first night in the house, we 
had a huge rainstorm and the 
roof leaked, so right away, we 
had to upgrade the electricity 
and replace the roof with our 
first equity loan. 

The list of defects went 
on and on, requiring many 
upgrades that we did slowly 
but surely over the years. The 

boiler, for instance, which had originally 
burned coal and was later converted to 
oil (but was covered with a mixture of 
asbestos and cement) was next to be 
replaced. Just having it removed from 
the house was a major project. 

The exterior needed to be painted 
and the windows, not being insulated, 
needed storm windows installed each 
fall and taken down each summer while 
air conditioners were lugged down from 
the attic and placed on the window sills. 

Inside, I did all the painting, 

wallpapering and decorating. Outdoors, 
I mowed the lawn and tended the garden, 
not having the money for contracted 
services to handle the chores. 

But there were advantages to all the 
maintenance work – it was my exercise 
program! I was never in better shape 
than when I did my own yard work 
from all the bending, lifting, digging 
and carting. Inside, all the physical 
activity related to getting up and down 
on ladders and climbing the stairs from 
the attic to the basement kept me on the 
move all the time.

During those years of high-energy 
activity, I sometimes fantasized 
about the day when I might live in a 
maintenance-free situation or I might 
be able to outsource the work. Slowly, 
as I got busier and had more income, I 
was able to outsource some, but not all 
the chores.  

Finally, three years ago, I sold the 
house and moved into a condo building 
where, literally, there is no maintenance 
burden whatsoever on my part. The 
landscaping is done by an excellent 
outdoor crew. Inside, everything is new 
and maintenance-free. Am I deliriously 
happy? Yes and no.  

The perils of maintenance-free living 
are that I must be lacking in Vitamin D 
in that I rarely get outdoors for my fair 

share of sun. Now it is an indirect route 
to the great outdoors; instead of just 
swinging open the back door, I must 
traipse down a long hallway, into and 
out of an elevator and through a lobby. 
But now I must be decently groomed 
and clothed to pass the concierge desk 
without embarrassing myself as the 
unkempt person I sometimes was when 
I sauntered out of my single-family 
house and stumbled down the driveway 
half asleep, sometimes still in my 
pajamas, to pick up the morning papers.

When I exercise now, it is in a beautiful 
gym. But then, I must be motivated 
to enter its portals. When my exercise 
came from lawn and garden work, it 
was the prospect of being embarrassed 
if my property didn’t look its best.

Should I have been more careful about 
what I wished for? Not necessarily. I 
accepted a long time ago that when it 
comes to home living, everything is 
where it’s supposed to be at each stage 
of our lives.

While Bill Primavera has enjoyed a 
career as a publicist, he is now a Realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate, specializing in upper Westchester 
and Putnam Counties. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market 
your home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

The Pleasures – and Perils – of Maintenance-Free Living

Everybody likes to be heard, understood, 
and have a point of contact. Like good 
doctors, lawyers, builders, accountants,  
or chefs, our Orange Bankers care about 
your business and are there for you. We 
get to know you and your business needs. 
If you’re running a business, pick up the 
phone or stop by to talk. We’re all ears.

MED-BANKING 
ESQUIRE BANKING
TREASURY CASH MANAGEMENT
TRUST & ESTATE ADMINISTRATION

LISTEN.
IT’S JUST
GOOD 
BUSINESS.

SHARON SPINA
VP/RELATIONSHIP MANAGER
7 W. CROSS STREET
HAWTHORNE, NEW YORK, 10532
914.984.2780

Trusts, securities, and insurance products are not FDIC insured or insured by any Federal Government entity. Not bank guaranteed. Not a deposit. May lose value.  
*Investment management services provided by our affiliate, Hudson Valley Investment Advisors, Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of Orange County Bancorp, Inc.

orangebanktrust.com   
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By Pat Casey
The Westchester County Board of 

Legislators announced Monday that 
they had passed a bipartisan 2018 
budget by a 12-5 vote that contains a 
2 percent tax hike, the first increase in 
eight years.

According to the announcement from 
the Democratic caucus, the budget 
includes reinstated funding for social 
programs as well as parks curators, 
engineers and other county staff 
that were in jeopardy under County 
Executive Rob Astorino’s proposed 
budget. 

The budget also includes the 2 
percent revenue increase, less than half 
of the allotted tax cap of 4.4 percent, but 
which raises property taxes for the first 
time since Astorino took office. 

The funds are needed to help cover 
an anticipated revenue shortfall of 
more than $30 million, including some 
from the pending Westchester County 
Airport deal. Independent auditors 
advised legislators to delete that 
revenue.

“Our financial situation is not a pretty 
one, but I am proud this legislature was 
able to come together in a bipartisan 
manner to pass a budget that manages 
the County’s finances responsibly for 
the people of Westchester,” said Majority 
Leader Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining). 
“We just received another negative 
outlook from the credit rating agencies; 
we needed to get real with our finances 
and the proposal given to us was far 
from that.” 

“Years of fiscal mismanagement 
have put our county in an untenable 
position,” said Legislator Ben Boykin 
(D-White Plains). “As we heard from 
our independent auditors and the 
Citizens Budget Advisory Committee, 
the issues just keep getting worse. I am 
happy we reached an agreement with 
legislators from both sides of the aisle 
to get to work on this mess.”  

Despite the bipartisan effort, Astorino 
in a statement said he would veto the 
spending plan.

“There’s no reason to raise property 
taxes on the already overburdened 
residents and businesses of Westchester,” 
Astorino said. “I proposed a budget that 
was balanced and provided sufficient 
revenues for county services. For that 
reason, I will veto the budget and its 
tax increase approved by the Board of 
Legislators.”

Latimer Sets Public Hearings 
Schedule

In related news, County Executive-
elect George Latimer has established 
the public hearing schedule for each 

of his six new subcommittees. The 
hearings are open to the public. 
Speakers at these hearings will be 
limited to three minutes apiece. Written 
comments can be submitted directly to 
the committees, by e-mailing them to 
LatimerTransition2017@gmail.com in 
lieu of appearing at the hearings.

The Criminal Justice Committee will 
meet on Wednesday, Dec. 13 at 6 p.m. at 
White Plains Library, 100 Martine Ave., 
White Plains.

The Health and Mental Health 
Committee will meet on Wednesday, 
Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. at Yonkers Riverfront 

Library, 1 Larkin Center, Yonkers.
The Social Services and Human Rights 

Committee will meet on Thursday, Dec. 
14 at 6 p.m. at White Plains Library.

The Administrative Services 
Committee will meet on Monday, Dec. 
18 at 6 p.m. at the Mamaroneck Library, 
136 Prospect Ave., Mamaroneck.

The Economic Development 
Committee will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 
19 at 6 p.m. at the Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco.

The Operational Services Committee 
will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. 
at the White Plains Library. 

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Rd., Pleasantville, NY 

www.pleasantville-ford.com

The Ultimate Combination for Customer Satisfaction

All Roads Lead To
PLEASANTVILLE

The Center of 
Westchester

County

In Business for over 40 years! Come See Why!

Total Value
Get more, without paying more!

Total Convenience
Easy to get to 

from everywhere!
Total Service

Caring, Award-winning 
service!

Pleasantville

County Legislators Pass Budget; Astorino Threatens Veto

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!
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At the following stores: 
Chico's,  Seasonz Boutique, 
Siegel Bros. Marketplace, 

Siegel Bros. Wines & Spirits, 
Via Michelle and Whim.

Carolers, food & wine tastings, 
raffl es and fabulous gifts for the holiday

Holiday Shop & Stroll
So. Moger Avenue, Mt.Kisco

Thursday December 14, 6pm-8pm
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By Martin Wilbur
Michoal Blesofsky has big dreams for 

his future. That may not sound all that 
unusual, but he’s had more to overcome 
than most others to get to this point.

Blesofsky was classified as having 
special needs, diagnosed as being 
bipolar and suffering from ADHD.

Despite the challenges, he was able 
to graduate earlier this year from the 
Culinary Tech Center in White Plains, 
a dream that he has realized to help him 
find work that is more meaningful than 
the mostly menial jobs he’s held in the 
restaurant and food service business.

“It was kind of hard at first. Nothing’s 
easy, nothing comes easy in life,” said 
Blesofsky, 38, whose first name is 
pronounced Michael. “I struggled. It 
was a struggle. Like anything else in life, 
it was a struggle. Basically, anything you 
get into at first can be a deep struggle 
until you actually succeed.”

So far, the course has paid dividends. 

He recently landed a job at Le Chateau, 
a catering hall in South Salem, where he 
said he’ll do a little bit of everything to 
start, including prep work.

Blesofsky’s interest in culinary arts 
blossomed soon after he started living 
in residential group homes. He said 
he didn’t always like what was served, 
so he started cooking for himself, then 
preparing meals for some of his fellow 
residents. That was fine with Blesofsky 
because he realized how much he 
enjoyed it.

When he gets in front of a stove, some 
of his favorite meals involve steak or 
fish. 

“It relaxes me, it chills me out, and 
when I get into that little world, it’s 
like I’m making something somebody’s 
going to enjoy, someone’s going to like it 
and it makes me feel great,” he said.

His fellow group home residents 
may have enjoyed Blesofsky’s efforts, 
but turning his burgeoning love of 

cooking into a career presented a bigger 
obstacle. When he still lived in his 
native Brooklyn, he worked at a deli, 
where the extent of his job was to wrap 
sandwiches.

After moving to Westchester, he 
washed dishes. A few other places let 
him do some prep work, but he because 
increasingly frustrated at the meager 
opportunities.

Blesofsky said he believes that his 
lack of formal culinary training may 
have had at least as much to do with 
his inability to get better jobs than his 
special needs. He credits his brother, 
Richard, and sister-in-law who he lived 
with in Valhalla for two years about 15 
years ago with helping guide him and 
give him the support at a time when he 
needed it most. 

Blesofsky said they didn’t treat him as 
an outcast but instilled in him a sense of 
pride and that he could succeed in life.

“They knew exactly what kind of 
potential I had, it’s just that I needed the 
right guidance, I needed somebody to 
show me,” he said. 

From as young as he could remember, 
Blesofsky said he was classified as a 
child with special needs. He attended 
yeshiva and then was transferred to a 
co-ed Jewish day school. But he always 
had difficulty learning in the classroom. 
More recently he said he’s found it easier 
to grasp information.

“I learned to accept the fact that I have 
special needs,” Blesofsky said. “I learned 
to accept the fact that I’m not quick, I’m 
not as fast as everybody else, but when 
I learn something I know it forever, and 
when I know it forever, I can do a great 
job at whatever that job is.”

Blesofsky’s dream is to one day 
open his own restaurant, preferably 
specializing in French cuisine, which is 
his favorite. But it’s not only the drive to 
succeed for his own sake that motivates 
him, but he would like to give back by 
employing people with special needs, 
who like himself, strive to overcome 
their shortcomings and have a better 
future.

“I want to get them a regular salary, 
a decent salary,” Blesofsky said. “I want 
them to get more out of life and to get 
out in the community.”

know your
Neighbor

Michoal Blesofsky
Culinary Arts, Mt. Kisco

Someone You Know Would Love the
Gift that Always Gets Rave Reviews!

•	You	purchase	the	Gift	certificates
	 and	the	recipients	choose	the	show!
•	a	complete	served	meal	is	included.
•	Gift	certificates	are	Good	for	one
	 Year	and	a	Great	lineup	of	shows.

Gift Certificates for Two to the WBT
                      A Taste of Broadway and Fine Dining!

Now Through Christmas Eve 

 
Beat the January 1st Price Increase! …and any price increases throughout 2018!

Purchase Gift Certificates Now for 2018 Shows at 2017 Prices!
For each WBT Gift Certificate for Two you purchase 

FOR THEM, you will receive a voucher worth 

50% Off of Two $89 Tickets for You! 
to any WBT show during 2018!*

 GET A GIFT

IN A HURRY?  PURCHASE & PRINT ONLINE! 
www.BroadwayTheatre.com

 KIOSKS OPEN THRU 6 PM CHRISTMAS EvE  POUGHKEEPSIE GALLERIA • JEFFERSON VALLEY
WBT BOx OFFIcE (914) 592-2222

Gift Certificates purchased during 2017 holiday season will be good thru Jan. 31, 2019.
* Voucher is valid for our 2018 shows only. COMPLETE DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE.

2018 at the WBT

plus	a	lineup	of	
concerts,	comedY	
niGhts	and	more!

april 5 – july 1, 2018

JULY 5 – Sept. 9, 2018

Sept. 13 – Nov. 25, 2018;
dec. 27, ’18 – jaN. 27, ’19

THEY DELIVERED THE P
APERS

Until They Made

The Headlines

JANUARY 11 – APRIL 1, ’18

“One Singular Sensation”

NOV. 29 – DEC. 23, 2018

The Dickens Classic

A Must See for 
Buddy Holly Fans!

THe NigHT THe MuSic 
Lived  

The management reserves the right to make schedule or program changes if required. All sales final. No cash or credit card refunds.

luXurY	BoXes	(914)	592--8730

BOX OFFICE 
(914) 592-2222   

GROUP SALES 
(914) 592-2225

A Proud Sponsor of WBT Official Bank of WBT
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Perfect time to save
thousands!

This is an ideal time for a
move to The Knolls. Our
prices have never been
lower and now represent
Westchester County’s
lowest cost of  entry into a
full-service CCRC. 

The Knolls is the right 
size…in a perfect place.

5555 GGrarasssslalandnds s RoRoadad • VaValhlhalallala,, NYNY 1105059595
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Senior living perfected, 
and tailored to your needs.

Residents of  The Knolls enjoy the
natural beauty of  Westchester
County each day while remaining
close to family and friends. Ours is 
a setting that has it all, including
close proximity to everything you

know and love about 
ew York City.

Perfect size and
choices

The Knolls
features large,
oughtfully designedd
ments with seven

unique floor plans that offer abundantt
natural light. Whether you’re
looking for the larger space of  a 
two-bedroom or are comfortable
with a cozy one-bedroom, we have
what you need at a price point 
you’ll appreciate.

Perfect lifestyle and sponsor

You’ll also discover the right mix
of  amenities, services, programs and
dining options, all sponsored by
Bethel, a not-for-profit organization
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serving Westchester County seniors
for more than 100 years.

Perfect ease and assurance

There is an active, enriching
lifestyle at The Knolls, where
residents and staff  members get to
know one another by name. As a
Continuing Care Retirement
Community (CCRC), we also assure 
your future with a full continuum of
healthcare that’s available right 
on campus.

Call 914-768-8299
today to request a

FREE Information Kit 
or clip this coupon and
mail it to the address

shown below.
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By Brian Kluepfel
As I look back at 2017, I realize 

there are many people to whom I owe 
thanks. The pastime of birding has 
consumed more of my life as the years 
pass, and so many folks along the way 
have helped me to enjoy it more fully. 

Anne Swaim, Saw Mill River 
Audubon. She has been the 
organization’s executive director since 
I returned to Westchester in 2005, 
and her knowledge and passion for 
the natural world is undiminished 
since my sister and I went on our first 
walk at Pruyn Sanctuary. Anyone 
who’s been on a field trip with Anne 
– anywhere – is familiar with her daily 
mantra: “Good birds!” Indeed.

Alex Martinez, Sarapiqui, Costa 
Rica. Alex owns Posada Maria 
Cristina in the lowlands of Costa Rica, 
close to the Nicaraguan border. For 
many years he was a hunter, but now 
he appreciates and loves wildlife, and 
tries to share that wonderment with 
his guests. In my case, he took me 
for a ride one afternoon and we saw a 
family of Keel-billed toucans, Aricari, 
great green and scarlet macaws and a 
black-cheeked woodpecker.

The River Man. Ernesto (his last 
name I don’t know) was my guide at 
Caño Negro, an awesome birding area 
on the Rio San Juan, Costa Rica. On an 
early-morning river trip, we saw three 
species of kingfishers, an anhinga nest 
filled with puffy white baby birds, a 
green ibis and some Whistling ducks. 
Yes, folks, it’s worth getting up early for 
this stuff. And thanks to Joel at Paraiso 
Tropical for putting the trip together.

Two Sandras. Sandra Patiño, a 
bird guide in Mindo, Ecuador, also 
convinced me to rise at dawn one day. 
Among the birds that were my sunrise 
reward were a chestnut-mandibled 
toucan and a golden-headed quetzal. 
Sandy Statz, who has taken care of 
the Intag Cloud Forest Reserve in 
Ecuador for many years, insisted 
I walk with her in the reserve one 
afternoon, despite my hung-over state, 
and we were rewarded with a “lek,” a 
courtship group of Andean cock-of-
the-rock, one of the more colorful 
and outstanding species you’ll ever 
encounter.

The Chicken Man. My good friend 
Wilfredo (“El Pollo”) in Cabuya, Costa 
Rica. Wilfredo helped me get around 

the Nicoya Peninsula. More than that, 
he welcomed me into his home for a 
great meal with his generous wife, 
Jenny. We saw tons of birds, the most 
memorable of which were a laughing 
falcon, a flock of scarlet macaws and a 
black-throated trogon.

Woman of Words. My editors at 
Lonely Planet publications sent me 
on great adventures to not only Costa 
Rica and Ecuador, but to the wilds 
of New Jersey and 
Long Island. It’s been 
my best and most 
productive year as a 
travel writer but it wouldn’t have been 
possible without the trust of Trisha, 
Bailey and MaSovaida.

Better half, for sure. My wife, Paula, 
encourages my writing, and though 
she misses me (I think) when I’m away, 
she even encourages these trips. She is 
now a first-class birder on her own, 
and got her first pair of binoculars in 
Cape May last spring. Without her 
love and support, I don’t know where 
I’d be. As Paz often tells me, you don’t 
have to get up at 5:30 a.m. to see great 
birds!

Saw Mill River Audubon. The staff 

and board members have been my 
friends and colleagues for a while 
now, and getting to know all of them 
has been a great privilege. We are 
now engaged in a serious fight for the 
natural places of this country, and this 
world, and it’s great to have smart, 
passionate people on the right side.

Thanks to Martin Wilbur and Adam 
Stone at The Examiner for giving the 
birds a platform in a local publication. 

Birds and the special 
places they inhabit 
are under constant 
threat, not only in 

this country but around the world. 
The progress that has been made in 
the past century is in danger of being 
rolled back. Unless we see ourselves as 
part of the chain of creation, and not 
an entity apart, we risk the loss of not 
only the birds, but much, much more.   

Brian Kluepfel is a travel writer who 
lives in Ossining and is a board member 
of Saw Mill River Audubon. He has 
contributed to guidebooks on Chile, 
Costa Rica, Bolivia, Peru and other 
Latin American countries and blogs 
at www.brianbirdwatching.wordpress.
com.

A Year to be Thankful, A Year to Be Cautious

1. In 1923, which soft drink company ran an ad campaign featuring Santa Claus?
   A) Dr. Pepper   B) White Rock      C) Coca-Cola

2. For which department store did Robert L. May write the story of Rudolph, a red-nosed reindeer?
    A) Macy’s  B) Montgomery Ward      C) Marshall Fields    

3. In a Norse tale mistletoe was used as what?
   A) a weapon  B) a love potion      C) a medicine 

4. Who invented the Advent calendar as we know it?
   A) a German housewife  B) an English Bishop            C) an Italian printer

5. Where do the Dutch believe Sinta Klaas lives?
   A) Finland  B) Turkey      C) Spain

6. In which South American country is the festival of Takanakuy celebrated on December 25th?
   A) Uruguay  B) Ecuador      C) Peru

7. The earliest recorded Christmas tree was in Freiburg, Germany in what year?
   A) 1419   B) 1454       C) 1495

8. What Yuletide custom originated with Sir Henry Cole?
   A) Christmas crackers   B) Christmas wreaths            C) Christmas cards

Yuletide Trivia. The quiz this week is based on the book “A Christmas Cornucopia” by Mark 
Forsyth. The book reveals the hidden stories behind some of our Yuletide traditions. WSee if you 
can unwrap the correct answers to these seasonal questions.

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz       By Edward Goralski

 

Connecting People & Nature Since 1953 
Come along on our free, public field trips 

and enjoy our free, public programs. 
Upcoming Public Field Trips 

All Mondays: Public Bird Walks at Local Hotspots, 8:30 am  
2nd Saturdays: Brinton Brook Sanctuary Walk, 9:00 am 

3rd Sundays: Pruyn Sanctuary Walk, 3:00 pm 
More field trips listed at our web site! 

 

Upcoming Public Programs  
Thu, Dec 21, 7:00 pm: Holiday Dessert Gathering  
& Members’ Best Photography. Croton Library.  

Thu, Jan 25, 7:00 pm: A Naturalist Explores Belize and 
Costa Rica. Chappaqua Library. 

 

Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.org for more events 
         

 

 

 

For The Birds

ANSWERS:
1. B. The White Rock campaign preceded the more 

famous Coke ads by 10 years
2. B. Six years later, Robert’s brother-in-law wrote the 

song about Rudolph
3. A. Balder was a Norse god who was killed by an 

arrow made of mistletoe
4. A. In 1980, Frau Lang’s son, Gerhard, became the 

first person to mass produce Advent calendars

5. C. Over the years, both Finland and Turkey have 
been mentioned as homes for Santa

6. C. The festival, in the village of Santo Tomas, 
involves lots of fist fighting for some reason.

7. A. The tree was located in the Hospital of the Holy 
Spirit 

8. C. Cole was also instrumental in setting up the 
British national penny-post system



December 12 - December 18, 2017 The Examiner26

Tuesday, Dec. 12
Glittery Icicle Craft. Come make icicles 

out of recycled milk bottles, then take them 
home and hang them in a window or on 
a tree. For children five years old and up. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
666-8041 or www.mountkisco.org.

The New York Tenors: Christmas 
Special. The New York Tenors, featuring 
Daniel Rodriguez, Andy Cooney and 
Christopher Macchio, celebrate the holiday 
season in this evening of Christmas spirit. 
Inspirational performances of newly created 
and timeless Christmas classics move the 
audience from the days of Irving Berlin to 
the millennium. Westchester Broadway 
Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. 
Dinner at 6:15 p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $84 
per person (plus tax). Show only: $50 per 
person (plus tax). Info and tickets: 914-592-
2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com. 

Festival of Lights. The annual Hanukkah 
celebration will begin with the lighting of 
the first candle on the Mount Kisco Village 
lawn in front of the public library. It will 
be a festive event with traditional songs by 
a student a cappella group and traditional 
kosher Hanukkah food. Everybody 
welcome. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 6:30 p.m. Free.

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. 
She creates interactive lessons on the 
richness of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Also Dec. 19. Info: 914-273-3887.

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer: The 
Musical. The beloved TV classic soars off 
the screen and onto the stage. Come see 
all of your favorite characters including 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, Hermey the Elf, 
Bumble the Abominable Snow Monster, 
Clarice, Yukon Cornelius and, of course, 
Rudolph. It’s an adventure that teaches 
us that what makes you different can be 
what makes you special Arrangements by 
Timothy Splain. Orchestrations by William 
C. White. Purchase College Concert Hall, 
75 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 7:30 p.m. 
$22.50, $32.50, $42.50 and $52.50. Info 
and tickets: 914-251-6200 or visit www.
artscenter.org.

Wednesday, Dec. 13
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 

Monday and Wednesday (except Dec. 25 
and Jan. 1). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Ambassadors for Successful Aging. Are 
you aware of the benefits available to you as 
a Westchester County senior? Information 
can be provided to you on housing, home 
care, transportation options, counseling 
options, memory care, nutrition, vision and 
dental services along with SNAP, HEAP, 
EPIC and STAR and other programs that 
can save you money and help you plan for 
the future. Feel free to discuss a Westchester 
County “ambassador.” No appointment 
necessary. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Also 
Mondays at the North White Plains branch, 
10 Clove Rd., North White Plains (except 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-273-3887 or 
914-948-6359.

New Mommy and Daddy Meet-Up. 
Whether it’s your first child or your fifth, 
this is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with 
your baby. World Cup Nursery School, 160 
Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:25 to 11:10 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-238-
9267 ext. 20.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who may 
not be trained artists. The library provides 
colored pencils and intricate mandala 
patterns, just bring your creativity. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening, learning and speaking skills. 
Recommended for children one to two-
and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday (except Dec. 25 
and Jan. 1). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday (except 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 914-769-0548 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide a 
place for caregivers to discuss their feelings, 
share their experiences and support one 
another. A specialist from the Alzheimer’s 
Association will lead the group and provide 
educational materials and information. All 
welcome. Temple Shaaray Tefila’s Youth 
Lounge, 89 Baldwin Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact the 
Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-3900 or 
visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley. 

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Meditation Series: Midday Mind 
Break. Benefits of meditation include 
increasing focus and memory; increased 
health; reduced stress, anxiety and pain; 
and increased productivity and happiness. 
Led by Alka Kaminer. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd., East, 
Armonk. 12:15 p.m. Free. Also Dec. 20. Info: 
914-273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.
com.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, cardiovascular 
endurance and improved balance, 
strengthening and toning of muscles, better 
digestion, stress reduction, mental clarity, 
improved breathing, relaxation and an 
overall sense of well-being. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Also Dec. 20. Info: 
914-273-3887. 

“Blast of Silence.” Swift, brutal, and 
black-hearted, Allen Baron’s masterful and 
underseen New York City noir is a sensational 
surprise. This low-budget, carefully 
crafted portrait of a hitman on assignment 
in Manhattan during Christmastime 
follows its stripped-down narrative with 
mechanical precision, yet also with an eye 
and ear for the oddball idiosyncrasies of 
urban living and the imposing beauty of 
the city. An early example of independent 
American filmmaking and containing 
some gorgeous on-location photography 
of New York City, artfully composed 
and featuring rough, poetic narration 
performed by an uncredited Lionel Stander. 
Presented in 35mm courtesy of Universal 
Pictures. Part of the Retro Revival Series. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 1 and 7:40 p.m. Members: $8. 
Non-members: $13. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Affordable Care Act Navigator. A 
trained navigator provided by the county 

Department of Health will be available to 
help people with choosing and signing up 
for health insurance under the Affordable 
Care Act and the state health marketplace. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 2:30 to 7 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Also Thursdays from 
1 to 6 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Appointment required. Info and 
appointment for Wednesday sessions: 
914-336-6026. Info and appointment for 
Thursday and Saturday sessions: 914-813-
5192.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org. 

Lego Club. We provide the Legos, you 
bring your imagination. A fun-building 
club for students in grades 2-6. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4 to 6 p.m. Free. Meets the second 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-864-
8041.

Art Series: Versailles. The weather 
outside may be frightful, so let’s take a look at 
one of the wonders of spring and the riches 
of Versailles. Originally a chateau in a small 
village from the 11th century, it became one 
of the wealthiest suburbs of Paris. When 
King Louis XIV moved the royal court there 
it also became the center of France’s political 
power. Explore some of the incredible art, 
architecture and gardens that are hallmarks 
of Versailles today. Discussion led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Separation/Divorce Support Group. A 
new group for men and women separated, 
in the process of separating or post-divorce. 
Establishes a safe place where attendees 
can deal with the pain and loneliness 
brought about by the ending of a significant 
relationship. This nondenominational 
group will use the 12 Steps to focus on 
its members and the choices made to 
cope and adjust. Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection, 15 S. Bedford Rd., Mount 
Kisco. $10. Every Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Info: Contact Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 
or e-mail 12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com 
or visit www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-
12-step-Separation-Divorce-Support-
Meetup. 

Bedford Chamber Concert. This 
festive holiday concert features the 
Bedford Chamber Ensemble, conducted 
by Anthony Newman, performing Bach’s 
Brandenburg Concertos. The performance 
of the “Andante From the Sonatina in A 
Minor” will be given in memory of Richard 
Henshaw, a longtime Bedford Chamber 
Concerts Music Committee member, its 
former Treasurer and a major benefactor. 

continued on page 27
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 382 
Cantitoe St. (Route 22), Bedford. 8 p.m. $40. 
Info and tickets: 914-522-5150 or visit www.
bedfordchamberconcerts.org.

Thursday, Dec. 14
Third Thursdays Bird Walk. Join 

naturalist Tait Johansson at this local 
migration hotspot for the second in a new 
series of bird walks. A great way to hone your 
birding skills and mark the passing of the 
seasons and birds. Maple Avenue, Katonah. 
7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Free. Registration required. 
Info and registration: Contact Susan at 914-
302-9713 or e-mail info@bedfordaudubon.
org.

Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun together 
during these creative journeys. Come share 
patterns and ideas and celebrate creative 
spirits together while enjoying the ancient 
art of knitting. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. Every Monday and 
Thursday (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1). Info: 
914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 

Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children two-
and-a-half to five years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org. 

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their own 
set. Henry V. Kensing Memorial Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents and 
caregivers will make new friends and share 
time together. For children one to four years 
old; with a caregiver. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2 to 
2:45 p.m. Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Berkshire Farm Foster Care 
Information. Berkshire Farm Center 
and Services for Youth, one of New York’s 
leading nonprofit child welfare agencies, 
conducts this information session on how 

to become a foster or adoptive parent. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 2 to 5 p.m. Free. Second 
Thursday of each month. Info: Contact 
Judith Liu at 516-406-1853 or e-mail 
judithliu@berkshirefarm.com.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Star Wars Paper Lightsabers. Get ready 
for the release of “Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi” by making your own light saber. For 
children five years old and up. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Info: 914-666-
8041 or www.mountkisco.org.

“Ferdinand.” The story of a giant bull 
with a big heart. After being mistaken for a 
dangerous beast, Ferdinand is captured and 
torn from his home. Determined to return 
to his family, he rallies a misfit team on the 
ultimate adventure. From Blue Sky Studios 
and Carlos Saldanha and inspired by the 
beloved book “The Story of Ferdinand” by 

Munro Leaf and Robert Lawson, Ferdinand 
proves you can’t judge a bull by its cover. 
An all-star cast that includes John Cena, 
Kate McKinnon, Gina Rodriguez, Anthony 
Anderson and many more. Jacob Burns 
Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 
5 p.m. Members: $10. Non-members: $15. 
Children (13 and under): $7.50 Info and 
tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Westchester’s Winter Wonderland. 
Entertainment, the “Santa Experience,” 
unlimited skating, rides, a dazzling light 
show and more. Kensico Dam Plaza, 
Valhalla. 5 to 9 p.m. $13. Daily through Dec. 
31 (except for Dec. 24 and 25). Mondays 
through Thursdays from 5 to 9 p.m. Fridays 
through Sundays 5 to 10 p.m. Info and 
tickets: Visit WWinterWonderland.com.

Painting Class. An introductory painting 
class that works with acrylics to create your 
own still-life. Have fun while learning a fine 
art. No experience necessary; supplies will 
be provided. Led by Virginia Garcia. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Also Dec. 21. 
Registration required. Info and registration: 
Sign up at the reference desk or call 914-
273-3887 ext. 3.

“Into the Woods.” Random Farms Kids 
Theater’s production featuring high school 
and college performers. James Lapine 
and Stephen Sondheim take everyone’s 
favorite storybook characters and brings 
them together for a timeless, yet relevant, 

continued on page 30

By Anna Young
The Boys & Girls Club of Northern 

Westchester in Mount Kisco showed 
its appreciation to a vitally important 
group of over 200 volunteers last week 
for their dedication to enriching kids’ 
lives every day. 

The club threw a volunteer 
appreciation party last Wednesday 
highlighting all the work volunteers do 
and to thank them for their continuous 
efforts. 

“This is the first event that we’re doing 
like this and we’re doing it because 
without our volunteer work we really 
couldn’t do what we do,” said Shantae 
Artis, director of healthy lifestyle and 
volunteer programs. “We always make a 
concerted effort to thank our volunteers 
verbally, but sometimes it’s nice to 
celebrate them.”

Throughout the year, volunteers 
dedicate hundreds of hours a month to 
an average of 500 kids between three 
and 18 years old from communities 
throughout northern Westchester. 
Volunteers offer services in the club’s 
social, education, art, healthy lifestyle 
and recreational programs. 

Volunteers also work on the Board 
of Directors and various committees. 

Assistance is provided by volunteers 
for fundraisers, special projects, the 
Summer Adventure Camp and Marlins 
Swim Team. 

Volunteer Dan Harrison began 
donating his time at the club three years 
ago and stops by three days a week to 
help children in grades 3-5 with their 
homework. After retiring from a 42-
year career in sales, he said he wanted 
to fill a need in the community and help 
youngsters. 

“I like the liveliness of the place and 
the enthusiasm of the kids,” Harrison 
said. 

Christy Smith, a former high school 
English teacher who recently started 
volunteering at the club with her 
husband, said she felt a responsibility to 
give back.

“Mainly, our kids have help from us 
when we’re home and have gotten help 
from teachers and it just became very 
clear that not every kid has that all the 
time,” she said. “We just felt it was our 
duty to offer that to other kids.” 

While the job requires constant care 
for children, Artis said all volunteers 
are required to undergo a thorough 
screening process and follow the 

guidelines set by the Office of Children 
and Family Services. 

The club also provides opportunities 
for youth volunteers who are willing to 
commit at least one day a week. Youth 
volunteers must be at least 14 years old.

“I love helping kids with math,” said 
16-year-old Tyler Rosenblatt. 

Artis added that the club is always 
looking to generate opportunities for 
volunteers with expertise in different 
areas to create an enjoyable experience. 

“Being a volunteer is sometimes 
thankless and it’s very selfless and we 
want our volunteers to have the best 
experience that they can,a and in order 
to have a great experience you have to be 
doing something that you’re interested 
in or you love,” Artis said. “So we really 
try to cater to that as much as we can.”

“If someone has an area of interest, 
that’s always really fun when people 
come in and share that with the kids 
because it also exposes them to various 
types of job opportunities they never 
would have thought of,” said Solveig 
McShea, director of development and 
community engagement. 

Artis added that youngsters benefit 
exponentially from having the 
volunteers guide and mentor them, 
whether it’s through civic advocacy, 
homework help, art class or STEM 
workshops. 

“We teach our kids to be nice and be 
kind, not just to others but to yourself 
and that means celebrating your 
successes,” Artis said. “We have to show 
that with our own actions and we’re 
proud of our volunteers and we want to 
celebrate them.”

Boys & Girls Club Celebrates Contributions of its Volunteers 

continued from page 26

ANA SLAVIERO WERNER PHOTO
Volunteers at the Boys & Girls Club of  Northern 
Westchester in Mount Kisco help hundreds of  
children on a regular basis. The volunteers were 
honored last week for their dedication.
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-
pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

QA/RA SPECIALIST: Req. Master in 
Pharm. Scie., Pharm. Manuf. or rel. +2 
yrs. (or Bach. + 5 yrs.) Use exp/w Regu-
latory Affairs including CFR & FDA 

(CDRH) regs., QMS, ISO 9001/13485 to 
ensure company compliance. Perform in-
ternal audits. Carl Zeiss, Inc.  Thornwood, 
NY.  F/T.  Email resume to Zeissjobs3@
zeiss.com  and ref. Job 6419. No calls/
agents/visa sponsorship

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
MILCA ENTERPRISE, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 10/11/17. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 7014 13th Av-
enue Suite 202, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LBJ  
SOLUTIONS, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on October 30, 2017. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: Louis 
Bastone 88 Lyons Road Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: HON-
ORABLE REALTY, LLC. ART OF ORG. 
filed with SSNY on 10/25/17. Office in 
Westchester County, SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 148 North Terrace Avenue, Mount 
Vernon, NY 10550. Purpose: Real Estate 
purposes.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
YORK SHITTY LLC. Articles of Org. 
filed with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on July 18, 2017. Office location: West-
chester County. SSNY is designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail service of pro-
cess (SOP) to UNITED STATES CORPO-
RATION AGENTS, INC. @ 7014 13TH 

AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228, UNITED STATES 
CORPORATION AGENTS, INC. is des-
ignated as agent for SOP at 7014 13TH 
AVENUE, SUITE 202, BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK, 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF COR-
DOVA MANAGEMENT, LLC. ARTS. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/08/17. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 1251 Wilson Road, 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 336 
WASHINGTON AVENUE ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of state of NY on 11/10/2017. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 336 Washington 
Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: Flaggers Unlimited Plus, LLC 
Articles of Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on 10/10/2017. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: The LLC, 66 Leonar-
do Dr. North Haven, CT, principal busi-
ness location of the LLC. Purpose: any 
lawful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. 
ELIA WELLNESS, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/01/17. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to M. Elia Well-
ness, LLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 East Main 
Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588 Purpose: 
For any legal purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE

“LOCAL LAW amending Article III of 
Chapter 473 of the Laws of Westchester 
county to extend the Real Property Tax 
Exemption to Cold War Veterans to qual-
ifying owners of qualifying property for 
as long as they remain qualifying own-
ers, without regard to the previous ten 
year limitations as authorized by Section 
458-b of the Real property Tax Law and
as amended by Chapter 290 of the Laws
of 2017.” A Local Law, the description of
which is cited above, was adopted by the
Westchester County Board of Legislators
in session November 13, 2017. This Local
Law, Local Law No. 10 - 2017 (formerly
Local Law Intro No. 10470 - 2017) has

an effective date of November 20, 2017. 
A copy of such Local Law is available for 
inspection during regular business hours 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Westches-
ter County Board of Legislators, 8th Floor, 
Michaelian Office Building, 148 Martine 
Avenue, White Plains, New York 10601.
SUNDAY VANDERBERG, Clerk & Chief 
Administrative Officer of the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators Dated: De-
cember 1, 2017 White Plains, New York

LEGAL NOTICE
A Bond Act, a summary of which is pub-
lished herewith, has been adopted by the 
Board of Legislators on November 13, 
2017, and approved by the County Execu-
tive on November 20, 2017, and the valid-
ity of the obligations authorized by such 
Bond Act may be hereafter contested only 
if such obligations were authorized for an 
object or purpose for which the County 
of Westchester, in the State of New York, 
is not authorized to expend money or if 
the provisions of law which should have 
been complied with as of the date of pub-
lication of this Notice were not substan-
tially complied with, and an action, suit 
or proceeding contesting such validity is 
commenced within twenty days after the 
publication of this Notice, or such obli-
gations were authorized in violation of 
the provisions of the Constitution. Com-
plete copies of the Bond Act summarized 
herewith shall be available for public in-
spection during normal business hours 
at the Office of the Clerk of the Board of 
Legislators of the County of Westchester, 
New York, for a period of twenty days 
from the date of publication of this No-
tice. ACT NO. 194 - 2017 BOND ACT 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$400,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY 
OF WESTCHESTER, OR SO MUCH 
THEREOF AS MAY BE NECESSARY, 
TO FINANCE THE COST OF THE 
ACQUISITION OF TWO CONSERVA-
TION EASEMENTS IN REAL PROP-
ERTY, CONSISTING OF APPROXI-
MATELY 172 ACRES OF FARMLAND 
KNOWN AS STUART’S FRUIT FARM, 
LOCATED AT 62 GRANITE SPRINGS 
ROAD, IN THE TOWN OF SOMERS; 
STATING THE ESTIMATED MAXI-
MUM COST THEREOF IS $400,000; 
STATING THE PLAN OF FINANCING 
SAID COST INCLUDES THE ISSU-
ANCE OF $400,000 BONDS HEREIN 
AUTHORIZED; AND PROVIDING 
FOR A TAX TO PAY THE PRINCIPAL 
OF AND INTEREST ON SAID BONDS.  
(Adopted November 13, 2017) object or 
purpose: to finance the acquisition of two 
conservation easements in real property, 
consisting of approximately 172 acres of 
farmland know as Stuart’s Fruit Farm, 
located at 62 Granite Springs Road, in 
the Town of Somers, as set forth in the 
County’s Current Year Capital Budget, as 
amended.  Said conservation easements 
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By Martin Wilbur
If a new committee or organization 

is looking to acquaint itself with the 
community that it serves, what better 
way to introduce it than with a holiday 
season celebration.

For the New Castle Community 
Inclusion & Diversity Committee, it 
made even more sense.

On Sunday, the committee held its 
first public event, a holiday party at the 
Chappaqua Public Library that featured 
treats to eat, games and activities for 
the children, prizes and the display of 
symbols of the year-end holidays of 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and 
Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights that is 
typically celebrated in November.

“We felt that it was time to have a 
meet-and-greet and to show our mission 
and who we are to the community,” 
said Committee Chair Dawn Dankner-
Rosen. “We had had an art and logo 
design contest this summer and we 
wanted to announce our winners, so we 
were trying to think of a way that could 
showcase the designs, bring the kids and 
some community people together, and 
we thought why not have it around the 
holidays.”

The Community Diversity & Inclusion 
Committee was formed by the town 
last spring to promote acceptance 

of all residents regardless of race, 
religion, ethnic background, gender, 
sexual orientation, income or political 
affiliation.

Committee member Richard Ma said 

a key component of the effort was to 
include children and involve schools and 
families as well.

“The whole idea was not only, as we 
were forming our group, to have a better 

way to let people know the committee 
exists, but to get children thinking in 
school about what diversity means to 
them,” Ma said.

Part of that effort to include children 
was recognizing the winners of the 
art and logo contest, said committee 
member Elizabeth Fiegelson. The 
winning submission will now become 
the official logo of the community. 
All of the entries will be posted on the 
committee’s website, she said.

Sheryl Manasse said she hopes the 
committee is part of a bigger movement.

“Everything starts as a grassroots 
movement and that’s what we’re trying 
to start here,” she said. “We want to start 
the conversations and that kindness, acts 
of kindness, that starts as a grassroots 
movement.”

Dankner-Rosen said 2018 will see the 
committee schedule other events and 
campaigns, that will not only promote 
and celebrate the community’s diversity 
but also address issues that need 
attention such as online bullying.

“We’re going to do more serious stuff, 
but the first step is to let people know 
who we are here and we want to bring 
the community together in terms of race 
and religion and sexuality and also on 
(other) issues that we do have,” Dankner-
Rosen said.

New Castle Diversity & Inclusion Committee Celebrate With First Event
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Resorts World Catskills is an equal opportunity employer.

GET DEALT IN ON AN  
EXCITING CAREER.

For details, visit RWCATSKILLS.COM.

Become part of our team.

shall be acquired pursuant to Article 49, 
Title 3 of the Environmental Conserva-
tion Law for the purpose of ensuring that 
the agricultural character of the property 
which is the subject of the easements re-
mains preserved and that the drinking 
water quality of the adjacent Croton Res-
ervoir watershed is protected.  The ease-
ments will be granted by the current own-
ers to the County, the Town of Somers and 
Westchester Land Trust, Inc., a New York 
not-for-profit conservation organization, 

as grantees.  The County’s share of the es-
timated maximum cost of said object or 
purpose, including preliminary costs and 
costs incidental thereto and the financ-
ing thereof is $400,000; however, the ag-
gregate estimated maximum cost of the 
project is $2,825,400 and funding will be 
provided from other sources, including 
the New York State Department of Agri-
culture and Markets (NYSDAM) Hudson 
Valley Agricultural Enhancement Pro-
gram, the Town of Somers, Westchester 
Land Trust, Inc. and Scenic Hudson Land 

Trust, Inc., to pay the balance of the cost of 
the project.   amount of obligations to be 
issued and period of probable usefulness:  
$400,000; thirty (30) years Dated: Decem-
ber 1, 2017 White Plains, New York, Sun-
day Vanderberg, Clerk and Chief Admin-
istrative Officer of the County Board of 
Legislators of the County of Westchester, 
New York

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF M. ELIA 
WELLNESS, NP IN ADULT HEALTH, 
PLLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 7/27/17. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to M. Elia Wellness, NP in Adult 
Health, PLLC, P.O. Box 609, 1350 East 
Main Street, Shrub Oak, NY 10588 Pur-
pose: Practice the profession of Nurse 
Practitioner in Adult Health.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
UPSTATE NY LAND! 5 to 41 acre tracts! 
Waterfront, old farmland, country bldg 

lots! Liquidation prices. Terms. Call 888-
905-8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

  continued from previous page

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
A youngster dressed as Santa Claus sits with a community member who celebrated the Hindu holiday of  
Diwali at the New Castle Inclusion & Diversity Committee holiday event at the Chappaqua Public Library.
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piece and a rare modern classic. The Tony 
Award-winning book and score is touching.  
Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown St., 
Peekskill. 7 p.m.  Adults: $18. Children: $14. 
Groups (12 or more): $10 each. Also Dec. 
15 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 16 at 1 and 7 p.m. Info: 
Visit www.randomfarms.com. Tickets: Visit 
www.paramounthudsonvalley.com. Group 
sales: E-mail amanda@randomfarms.com.

“The Gift of the Magi.” Come see a 
sparkling new adaptation of O’Henry’s 
timeless story of love and sacrifice. 
Adapted and directed by Bram Lewis. 
The Schoolhouse Theater & Arts Center, 
3 Owens Rd., North Salem. 8 p.m. $38. 
Seniors: $35. Military members: $25. 
Children and students: $15. Also Dec. 15, 
16, 21, 22 and 23 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 17, 23 
and 24 at 3 p.m. Info and tickets: 914-277-
8477 or visit www.schoolhousetheater.org.

Friday, Dec. 15
Pace Women’s Justice Center 

Counseling. Legal advice to victims of 
domestic violence, sexual assault and 
elder abuse. With experienced staff and a 
team of dedicated volunteers, including 
attorneys, professionals and students, the 
center has built an effective, coordinated 
response to interpersonal violence. 
Sessions will be held confidential. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Also Dec. 29. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with Amy. 
A great dance fitness workout for those who 
like to sweat, sizzle and tone while moving 
to the beat of exhilarating rhythms with 
a low impact/high intensity approach. A 
perfect class for those who need to protect 
vulnerable body parts such as knees, 
shoulders and back. Try a free trial class. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to 
noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. Info: Call or 
text the instructor at 914-643-6162.

Christmas Tree Sale. The North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 will once again 
be selling Christmas trees as a fundraising 
event. North White Plains Firehouse, 621 
N. Broadway, North White Plains. 4 to 8 
p.m. Trees are priced according to size and 
type while supplies last. Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays through Dec. 23. Fridays 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Info: 914-949-3575 
or e-mail ncsfd1@optonline.net.

“Journey to Italy.” A screening of 
one of the most influential films of the 
postwar era. Roberto Rossellini charts 
the declining marriage of a couple (Ingrid 
Bergman and George Sanders) on a trip to 
the countryside near Naples. English and 
Italian with subtitles. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.

chappaqualibrary.org.
Friday Night Cinema: “Christmas in 

Connecticut.” What do you get when 
you team up Danny Kaye, Bing Crosby, 
Rosemary Clooney and Vera-Ellen? The 
1954 holiday classic, “White Christmas,” 
complete with the original musical 
rendition of the holiday favorite song of the 
same name. This classic romantic comedy 
set in Vermont follows war veterans turned 
musical stars as they come together to 
help their old military leader in his time 
of trouble. Post-screening discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

“A Chorus Line.” A Lighthouse Youth 
Theater production of this classic musical. 
Chappaqua Performing Arts Center, 480 
Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 7:30 p.m. Adults: 
$20 and $25. Children (12 and under): $18 
and $23. Also Dec. 16. Info and tickets: 
Visit www.standingovationstudios.org.

“Human Error.” Hudson Stage presents 
a staged reading of this hilarious new 
play by Eric Pfeffinger and directed by 
Jessi D. Hill. Madelyn and Keenan are 
NPR-listening, latte sipping, blue state 
liberals, while Heather and Jim are NRA-
cardholding, truck driving, red state 
conservatives. After the fertility clinic 
goofs and their embryos get mixed up, 
can these polar opposites make it through 
nine months of gestation together without 
killing each other? Followed by a Q&A with 
the participating actors. Whippoorwill 
Hall, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 
7:30 p.m. Suggested donation at the door: 
$10. Info: Visit www.hudsonstage.com.

The Rob Mathes Holiday Concert. Get 
ready to rock around the Christmas tree 
with the one and only Rob Mathes, now in 
his third decade of holiday performances. 
This annual celebration with his all-star 
band and chorus, is a high-energy evening 
of rock, jazz and blues – original tunes 
and holiday classics that will put you in 
the spirit of the season. Purchase College’s 
PepsiCo Theatre, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 8 p.m. $47.40, $57.50 and $75. 
Also Dec. 16. Info and tickets: 914-251-
6200 or visit www.artscenter.org.

Saturday, Dec. 16
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester, and the one voted “Best of 
Westchester” from 2014 to 2017. With 
over 40 vendors participating in the 
indoor market, the delicious good time 
continues. Pleasantville Middle School 
cafeteria, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays through 
March 31, 2018. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Locally-
raised and produced food to the community 
in a weekly market, creating a connection 
between shoppers and small-scale food 

producers in the region. Chappaqua train 
station. Chappaqua. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: 
Visit www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Third Saturday Bird Seed Sale. The 
sale supports the local conservation work 
of the Saw Mill River Audubon. Pruyn 
Sanctuary, 275 Millwood Rd., Chappaqua. 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Third Saturday of 
each month. Info (including bird seed 
descriptions and prices): Visit www.
sawmillriveraudubon.org/seedsale.

Holiday Train Show. Train lovers of 
all ages will love the HO gauge model 
trains on display among replicas of area 
landmarks. Courtesy of the Yonkers Model 
Railroad Club. Members of the club will be 
on hand to answer questions. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Regular admission. 
Also Dec. 17. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. This 
is a hands-on class that will be geared to the 
level of experience of the class and challenge 
all participants. Wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East. 
Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 
Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 
a.m. Free. Also Dec. 17. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

“The Nutcracker.” The Westchester 
Ballet Company will perform Tchaikovsky’s 
holiday classic in White Plains for the 
32nd season. Choreographed by Co-
Artistic Directors Beth Fritz-Logrea and 
Jean Logrea, founders of the company’s 
official dance school. County Center, 198 
Central Ave., White Plains. 12:30 and 4:30 
p.m. Adults: $27. Children (10 and under) 
and seniors (60 and over): $23. Same-day 
tickets: $32. Also Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. Info 
and tickets: 914-995-4050 or visit www.
countycenter.biz or www.ticketmaster.
com.

Dog Training During the Holidays. 
Big family gatherings and events can create 
a lot of noise and activity for your pooch. 
Learn about interactive engagement games 
that you can play with your dogs to help 
them cope with hectic environments. Tim 

Cohen, of The Guiding Leash Dog Training 
and Behavior Solutions, will discuss how 
to prevent excessive barking, counter 
surfing, nipping and growling. Includes a 
Q&A session. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Messiah Sing. The Reformed Church 
of Bronxville will host its annual Messiah 
Sing accompanied by professional soloists 
and chamber orchestra, conducted by Dr. 
Sándor Szabó. The nationally acclaimed 
soloists are Jennifer Ribeiro, soprano, 
Nani Fueting, mezzo-soprano, Errin 
Brooks, tenor and Kyle Oliver, baritone. 
Join in singing Handel’s great Oratorio 
and be a part of this wonderful family 
tradition of fellowship and music. Scores 
will be provided. A reception to follow. 
The Reformed Church, 180 Pondfield Rd., 
Bronxville. 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914 337-6776.

Evening Howl for Adults. Enjoy 
visiting the wolves during their favorite 
hour – dusk. Learn about the mythology, 
biology and ecology of wolves in North 
America while enjoying a lovely spread 
of wine and cheese. Take a short sunset 
hike to howl with ambassador wolves 
Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and behold 
the critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican wolves. For adults 21 years old 
and up. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 5 p.m. $20. Also Dec. 29 at 5:30 
p.m. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

TENET. One of New York’s preeminent 
vocal ensembles brings light and joy to 
one of the longest nights of the year in a 
heartfelt program of intimate carols to 
celebrate the season. A vocal quintet joins 
together with lute to perform poignant and 
lovely renditions of carols – both new and 
old – with some surprising arrangements 
to warm the heart. The Rosen House, 
decorated for the holidays, will be open 
starting at 4 p.m. for self-guided tours and 
complementary refreshments. Caramoor 
Center for Music and the Arts, 149 Girdle 
Ridge Rd., Katonah. 5 and 7:30 p.m. $20, 
$35, $50, $75. Info and tickets: 914-232-
1252 or visit www.caramoor.org.

Rockin’ Hanukkah. This event is sure 
to be a fun and rocking celebration for 
adults. Featuring two cover bands, “The 
New Originals,” which plays a mix of 
everything from Tom Petty to Pink Floyd, 
followed a five-guy Beatles band, which 
covers everything Beatles. Includes cheese 
and crackers, latkes, donuts, beer, wine 
and vodka drinks. The dance floor will 
be open. The celebration will be preceded 
Rabbi Brown conducting a Havdalah 
service and candle lighting. Scarsdale 
Synagogue, 2 Ogden Rd., Scarsdale. 8 p.m. 
to about midnight. In advance: $36 per 
person. At the door: $40. RSVP: E-mail 
brotherhood@sstte.org. Info: 914-725-
5175 or visit www.sstte.org.

continued from page 27
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Last week 
I reported on 
the state of the 
cork industry. 
Improvements in 
cork technology 
and techniques 
have met the 
competing 
challenges of 
alternative bottle 

closures such as the screwcap and synthetic 
material. The incidence of cork taint, 
the result of traditional cork processing, 
has declined significantly, rendering it a 
minor concern of consumers.

However, cork and alternative bottle 
closures contribute to an 
additional potential off-
putting aromas and flavors 
to wine. This phenomenon, 
wine oxidation, was the 
subject of a seminar I 
attended several weeks ago. 

Dr. Paulo Lopes, head of 
research at Amorim Group, 
the largest producer of natural corks in 
the world, presented an enlightening 
interactive session sponsored by 
the Portuguese Cork Association in 
conjunction with the Cork Quality 
Council and arranged by Colangelo 
& Partners, a leading wine and spirits 
communications agency. Lopes focused 

on the effect of closures on wine taint. He 
presented scientific data and the results of 
numerous cause-and-effect studies. 

This week I present a summary of his 
remarks and findings. The following 
information was culled from my seminar 
notes and the materials presented.

Cork allows wine to breathe as it ages. 
Tiny amounts of oxygen that penetrate 
the bottle over time allow the wine to 
improve as it ages. However, wine, in 
its most elemental form, is a fermented 
fruit derivative and is perishable. It’s 
just a question of time before oxygen 
accomplishes its dastardly deed – 
oxidation and spoilage.

There are a number of sensory signs of 
wine oxidation:

1) Color. Whites turn 
a golden-brown; reds a 
brick red or even brown 
color. 2) Aroma. Whites 
have apple cider notes; reds 
smell of cooled fruits. 3) 
On the palate. Dry, bitter 
characteristics dominate an 

oxidized wine.
Oxidation can occur anywhere in the 

winemaking chain. In the vineyard, a 
lack of nitrogen in grapevines promotes 
oxidation. In the winery, poor techniques 
in crushing and fermenting grapes may 
cause “premature oxidation” a term 
attributed to a spate of oxidized wines 

produced in the famous Burgundy region 
of France in the last few years. Excess 
oxygen during these processes may doom 
a wine well before it is bottled. 

On its path to the safety (minimal 
oxygen) of being pumped into bottles, the 
simple process of transferring wine juice 
through pumps, coupled with interim 
storage in porous wooden barrels may 
introduce potentially debilitating 
oxygen into the developing wine. 
Most winemakers add sulfites 
to wines in an effort to counter 
oxidation, thereby prolonging 
the life of a bottle of wine.

It would seem logical that 
once wine is bottled, the 
minor amount of air space in the 
neck renders the wine safe from oxidation 
until it is opened. This is not necessarily 
so.

The bottle closure plays a role in 
potential oxidation as well. The most 
effective closure? Screwcaps, followed 
by cork products. A very distant third is 
synthetic cork. To place this in relative 
terms, screwcaps produce 2 mgs. of 
oxygen per liter of wine over time, 
compared to 3.5 mgs. for cork and a 
whopping 9 mgs. for synthetics.

The reasons for the intrusion of oxygen 
in sealed bottles are numerous. It typically 
enters through the sidewall of a bottle. 
The design and construction of screwcaps 

create the narrowest channel for oxygen 
to permeate a bottle. On the other hand, 
cork closures may permit oxygen to enter 
a bottle through the fibers of its material 
composition. As a cork ages, it dries out, 
creating a wider channel for oxygen to 

permeate a bottle. Laying a bottle on 
its side at a slight forward angle 
maintains sufficient moisture 

to prevent the cork from drying 
out, although the contact of 
wine with the cork exposes it 

directly to oxygen, somewhat 
defeating the benefit over 
time. Synthetic closures 

are rigid and unchanging, 
permitting oxygen the widest 

channel to permeate a bottle.           
Wines are living, breathing organisms, 

constantly interacting with their 
environment. As with humans, each is 
unique and may defy expectations as they 
age. Hope for the best, be prepared for the 
worst and savor the unexpected.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

 Experience = Success 

Sharon Foley
NYS Lic Real Estate Salesperson
ERA Insite Realty Services
370 Manville Rd., Pleasantville
Offi ce:  914-769-2222
Cell:  914-649-1157
E-Mail:Sharon.Foley@ERA.com

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home.
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with 20 years of experience and success 

in Real Estate, and now with the power and tools of ERA behind me, 
I will be happy to answer all your questions.

Please Contact Sharon Foley (née Tompkins)
 And remember - my time is your time. 

  
  

The Powerful Impact of Oxidation in Your Wine
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Visit our Thornwood branch today!

Rose Hill Shopping Center
Marianne Volpi

Assistant Vice President, Branch Manager
914-769-8400

Great Rate & 100% Liquid!

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) disclosed is effective as of 9/5/2017 and may be changed by the Bank at any time.  **For the Apple Bank Money Market Account, interest earned on daily balances 
of $2,500 or more at these tiers:  $2,500-$24,999: 1.25% APY, $25,000-$49,999: 1.25% APY, $50,000-$74,999: 1.25% APY, $75,000 or more: 1.25% APY.  There is no interest paid on balances between 
$1-$2,499.  $100 minimum deposit required to open account.  $2,500 minimum daily balance required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  A combined $3,000,000 maximum deposit per house-
hold applies to the Apple Bank Money Market Account.  A household is defined as a family residing at the same address.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open accounts cannot be from an 
existing Apple Bank account.  Offer may be withdrawn at any time without prior notice.
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for balances of 
$2,500 and up**

Apple Bank Money 
Market Account
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ARE YOU A SAFE DRIVER?  
A RESPONSIBLE HOMEOWNER?

Let our agency tell you about the AARP® Auto & 
Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford. 
As your local Hartford independent agency, we can show  
you all the advantages, including:

•	 Average	savings	of	$404*	for	drivers	who	switch.
•	 “Bundling”	discounts	for	insuring	your	home	and	cars.
•	 Friendly	service	from	our	local	office.

Get your FREE no-obligation quote today!

*Savings amounts are based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Auto Insurance Program customer who became new auto insurance policyholders between 7/1/13 and 6/30/14 through the traditional 
AARP Auto Insurance Program and provided data regarding their savings.  Authorized agents can also provide coverage under this Program.  Your savings may vary.

The AARP Automobile & Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license number 5152. In 
Washington, the Auto Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. The Home Program is underwritten by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers.  AARP 
and its affiliates are not insurers.  Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for 
Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings 
and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a policy directly from The Hartford.  Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.PL
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By Andy Jacobs
With an explosive backcourt and 

formidable front line, the Briarcliff boys’ 
basketball team probably won’t struggle 
to put points on the scoreboard very often 
this season.

But to head coach Cody Moffett, if the 
Bears achieve their goals in 2017-18 it’ll 
be because of what they accomplish at the 
defensive end of the court. 

The Bears’ attention to defense was 
on full display this past weekend as 
they emerged with the championship in 
the 18th annual Briarcliff Booster Club 
Basketball Tournament. All-tourney 
players Miles Jones and Spencer McCann 
combined for 26 points and the Bears’ 
stingy defense kept Fannie Lou Hamer off 
the board for nearly the first five minutes 
in a 47-37 win in Sunday night’s snow-
delayed title game. 

“I thought our defensive effort was 
what won this game today,” said Moffett 
afterwards. “It was very impressive. The 
defense was really our calling card and 
I thought we did well from a defensive 
standpoint.”

Briarcliff never trailed all evening, 
though Fannie Lou, a team from the South 
Bronx, did manage to tie the contest three 
separate times in the opening quarter. 
A layup by McCann 45 seconds into the 
second period, on a nice feed from Taijon 
Tribble, gave the Bears a 10-8 edge and 
they never relinquished the lead the rest 
of the way. 

The Bears, clinging to a 17-15 lead at 
halftime, opened the third quarter with a 
9-2 run, capped by successive steals and 
layups by tourney MVP Jack Ryan and 
Jones. The Panthers answered with their 
own 6-0 burst, but they couldn’t get any 
closer than three points the remainder of 
the night. A thunderous dunk by McCann 
on a Fannie Lou turnover with 3:13 left in 
the game stretched Briarcliff ’s lead to 40-
30 and all but clinched the victory. 

“I thought Fannie Lou’s defense was 
very impressive,” said Moffett. “I mean, 
seeing it from the stands (during the 
opening round vs. John Jay), you know 
they’re a very good half court defensive 
team, even full-court press as well. But, 
obviously, when you get involved in the 
game it’s a little different. We talked about 
that beforehand and I thought for the 
most part we started to handle it once the 
game started to move along.”

Fannie Lou’s 6-0 spurt midway 
through the third quarter had narrowed 
Briarcliff ’s lead to 26-23. But Ryan soon 
threw a length-of-the-court pass to Jones 
for a fast-break layup and McCann scored 
on a put-back to build the Bears’ margin 
back up to seven points. When Ryan 
misfired on a jumper in the final seconds 
of the quarter, teammate Tucker Wexler 
was underneath for the put-back bucket 
that enabled the Bears to take a 32-27 
advantage into the final period. 

The fourth quarter began with the 
Bears getting a couple of inside baskets 
from Jackson Gonseth in the midst of an 
8-3 run that concluded with the crowd-
pleasing dunk from McCann. Four 
straight points from Charles Davis, who 
led Fannie Lou with 19, then cut the 
Briarcliff lead to 40-34 with 2:15 to go.

But Ryan answered with a 10-foot 
runner from the left baseline while 
getting fouled. He added the free throw, 
and soon afterwards an acrobatic layup 
from sophomore A.J. Panarese gave the 
Bears their largest lead of the night, 11 
points. By then it was apparent the visiting 
Panthers, who missed seven of their 10 
fourth-quarter free-throw tries, would 
have to settle for the tourney’s runner-up 
plaque.  

“They’re an athletic team, they get 
up,” said Moffett about the vanquished 
Panthers. “I think their athleticism 
surprised us at times. But we’ve got to 
realize that every game, no matter who 

you’re playing, you’ve got to bring it.”
That’s exactly what the Bears did 

in their first game of the new season, 
Friday night’s first-round matchup with 
the Edgemont Panthers. They outscored 
them 19-4 in the opening quarter and 
cruised to an 81-36 win. A hot-shooting 
Ryan scored 16 first-half points on his 
way to a game-high 26. Gonseth finished 
with 15 points, while McCann added 
10 for Briarcliff, which outscored the 
overwhelmed Panthers by a 50-18 margin 
in the second half. 

“Just very excited about our defensive 

effort,” said Moffett, asked about his initial 
impressions two games into the season. 
“As long as that continues to improve, we 
should do some really positive things this 
year. Looking forward to preparing for 
Nyack now. One game at a time, a brick-
by-brick mentality. That’s all we’ve been 
preaching to the guys.”

Briarcliff Relies on Defense to Win Booster Club Tourney
ExaminerSports

Briarcliff  guard Miles Jones takes the ball to the 
basket in the first half  of  Sunday’s 47-37 tourney 
win over the Fannie Lou Panthers.

Spencer McCann gets into the paint in Briarcliff’s 
tournament victory over Bronx school Fannie Lou 
on Sunday night. 

The Bears’ Jack Ryan was named the MVP of  the 
18th annual Briarcliff  Booster Club Basketball 
Tournament.

Briarcliff  head coach Cody Moffett and sophomore 
guard A.J. Panarese confer during the fourth 
quarter of  Sunday’s title game at the Bears’ 
annual holiday tourney.

Briarcliff’s Jackson Gonseth battles for rebound position during the Bears’ easy win over Edgemont in 
the opening round of  the Booster Club Tournament.

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS
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By Andy Jacobs
It didn’t seem to matter much that 

the Briarcliff girls’ basketball team was 
missing its best player on Sunday evening. 

Even with junior standout Maddy 
Plank sidelined by a wrist injury, the Bears 
still managed to overwhelm  Highland 
in the championship game of the 18th 
annual Briarcliff Booster Club Basketball 
Tournament. Alana Lombardi scored a 
game-high 25 points and Kacey Hamlin 
added 21 as the Bears coasted to a 61-40 
victory.

“Our energy was fantastic,” said Bears 
head coach Don Hamlin shortly after his 
team had improved to 4-0 this season. “I 
thought that our defensive effort in the 
first half was as good as I’ve seen it in a 
long time. I think we were quicker at just 
about every position and we played like 
that.”

Facing a Huskie team that captured the 
Section 9 championship a year ago and has 
almost everyone back, the Bears wasted 
little time displaying their superiority. 
With Plank relegated to the bench as 
merely a spectator, the other two-thirds 
of Briarcliff ’s big three — Lombardi and 
Hamlin — combined to score all 19 of the 
Bears’ first-quarter points, and Highland 
walked off the floor after the first eight 
minutes trailing by 16. 

“I’ve been trying to get them to be 
aggressive and I thought they both were 
super aggressive in the first half,” said 
coach Hamlin. “I told ‘em after the game 
our goal, our objective, is to play 32 
minutes like that.”

By halftime, Lombardi, the tourney’s 
most valuable player, had already scored 
17, while Hamlin had 12 as the Briarcliff 
lead swelled to an astounding 35-7. The 
Bears’ largest lead of the half came with a 
minute remaining as Julia Barbalato, who 

joined Hamlin on the all-tournament 
team, nailed an 18-footer that gave them 
a 33-4 cushion. 

It took the Huskies just a couple of 
minutes in the third quarter to match their 
entire first-half production. They scored 
the first seven points of the period and 
later closed their huge deficit to 18 points 
on two occasions. After scoring just seven 
points in the first half, Highland erupted 
for 24 in the third quarter. 

“I thought the third quarter we kind of 
took our foot off the gas a little bit,” said 
Hamlin, whose players wound up getting 
outscored by eight points. “We just can’t 
do that. We’ve got to play all the time. 
You’ve got to be consistent with your 
defensive effort.”

In the first minute of the fourth quarter, 
Highland got a pair of free throws from 
both Brianna Rozzi and Jayda Jackson to 

cut the Bears’ lead to 51-35. But Hamlin 
then answered with a 3-pointer with 6:23 
left on the clock to remind the Huskies 
of their first-half nightmare. When the 
Huskies closed to within 16 again, baskets 
from Hamlin and Barbalato shut the door 
for good with three and a half minutes to 
go. 

“I felt like we relaxed a little bit 
at halftime and felt real good about 
ourselves,” said coach Hamlin. “We’ve 
got to wait until the end of the game to 
do that.”

The Bears had plenty of reason to feel 
good about themselves at halftime. They 
scored the game’s first six points and after a 
two-minute blitz during which Lombardi 
scored four consecutive baskets built a 
17-2 advantage. Then they proceeded 
to outscore Highland 14-1 over the first 
seven minutes of the second quarter. 

It was the same sort of 
destruction that had 
crushed Hunter College 
High School in the 
tournament’s opening 
round late Friday 
afternoon. Hamlin 
connected on five 
3-pointers, four of them 
in the opening quarter, 
and finished with a 
game-high 18 points as 
the Bears rolled to a 65-
14 demolition. Lombardi 
added 17 for the Bears, 
who held the Hawks to 
just four second-half 
points. 

The two convincing 
victories aside, Hamlin 
is anxious to get his team 
completely healthy again 
as the schedule heads 
toward 2018. 

“We still miss Maddy,” 
he said, despite the ease 
of the wins in the Booster 

Club tourney. “She just makes us that 
much more dangerous. We’re hoping to 
get her back in two, two and a half weeks. 
She’s seeing the doctor soon. We’ll find 
out and hopefully she’ll be back sooner 
than later.”

Briarcliff  guard Kacey Hamlin rises for a shot in the 
first half  of  Sunday’s Booster Club Tournament 
title game vs. Section 9’s Highland.

The Bears’ Alana Lombardi drives past Highland’s Mia Beck in 
Sunday’s title game of  the Briarcliff  Booster Club Basketball 
Tournament. She was named tourney MVP.

Freshman center Jordan Smith takes the ball to the basket 
in Briarcliff’s 61-40 victory over Highland in Sunday’s 
tourney final.

Bears Overwhelm Highland in the Booster Club Title Game

Kelly O’Donnell of  Briarcliff  battles for possession of  the ball near midcourt during Sunday’s tournament 
game against visiting Highland.

Briarcliff  sophomore Julia Barbalato lines up a 
shot in the 18th annual Booster Club Basketball 
Tournament this past weekend.

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS
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Quarterback Ryan Flanagan drops back to pass 
during a night game on the Quakers’ new turf  
field.

Jordan Troob controls the ball during a midseason 
home game.

Matt Lafortezza boots the ball away in the 
Quakers’ road game vs. the John Jay Patriots 
early in the season.

The Quakers’ Nikki Potter searches for an open 
teammate during the sectional final at Pace 
University.

Tennis standout Carly Levitz gets set to smack a 
forehand at the league championships at White 
Plains High School.

The Quakers’ Abby Rose Notarnicola runs at the 
sectional championships last month at Bowdoin 
Park.

Kristin Cornish, swimming in the 500 yard 
freestyle during the sectional championships, 
helped the Quakers win another team title.

The Quakers’ Ally Forster moves the ball up the 
field in a home game vs. Fox Lane.

Kathryn Graham takes the ball up the field vs. 
Mamaroneck in the Section 1 championship game.

Greeley running back Matt Nagler carries the 
football in a game against visiting Roy C. Ketcham.

The Quakers’ Ryan Sullivan traps the ball near the 
sideline during the sectional semifinals at White 
Plains High School.

Cross country runner Kristofer Arboleda competes 
in the Westchester County Championships at 
Croton Point Park.

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS

HORACE 
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A Look Back



W I T H  S T E E L E R S  G R E A T

KORDELL
STEWART

WATCH THE STEELERS
ON SUNDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

FIRST 100 PEOPLE IN LINE GET A PICTURE WITH KORDELL

DECEMBER 17th  • 4PM

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly. Empire City Casino 
reserves the right to cancel or change a promotion at any time without prior notice.


