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Panthers
Prevail

Charlie McPhee Scores the Winning Touchdown
as Pleasant ville Defeats Westlake in Over time
to Repeat as Section One, Class B Champions
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By Andy Jacobs
Pleasantville senior running back 

Charlie McPhee has gained well over 1000 
yards carrying the football this season. 
Chances are, someday he won’t recall that 
much about most of them.

But he’ll never forget the last six 
he collected on the first Saturday of 
November in 2017 — when he took a 
pitch from quarterback Jack Howe and 
rambled into the left corner of the end 
zone to put a dramatic end to a suspense-
filled overtime in the Section One, Class B 
championship game, lifting the Panthers 
to a 27-24 victory over rival Westlake.

“It was the best, most relieving feeling 
ever,” said McPhee about the moment 
he wound up scoring the game-winning 
touchdown as the Panthers crushed the 
title hopes of the Wildcats for a second 
straight year. “I mean, all our guys left 
every single thing on the field the whole 
game. I crossed that goal line and saw the 
ref throw his arms up and it was the best 
feeling ever.”

In a contest played under the lights at 
Mahopac High School that will long be 
remembered by the overflow crowd that 
witnessed it, McPhee finished the evening 
with 168 yards and a pair of touchdowns 
to help Pleasantville overcome a 7-0 
halftime deficit. His first TD, a one-yard 
run five plays into the fourth quarter, was 
hardly as seismic as his second but it gave 
the Panthers their initial lead of the entire 
evening. 

A Rob DiNota 20-yard touchdown run 
with five and a half minutes remaining 
enabled the Wildcats to even up the score 
again and it set the stage for a pressure-
packed finish filled with tension that only 
multiplied once the teams were forced to 
play overtime, then double overtime. 

“I can’t describe the tension and I 
still don’t have any words for how I feel 

about this game, these kids, the moment,” 
said Panthers head coach Tony Becerra 
shortly after his team had received its 
newest championship plaque. “Hopefully 
I can find some words on the bus ride 
home when we meet with the kids back 
in Pleasantville. But right now I’m numb.”

McPhee’s winning six-yard touchdown 
run was the culmination of a half-hour 
roller-coaster ride in overtime during 
which both teams provided their fans 
with one thrill after another. When it 
was over, the Panthers were euphoric, the 
Wildcats devastated.

“What do you say?” asked Westlake 
coach John Castellano, still searching 
for his first win over Pleasantville since 
taking over the Wildcat helm. “I’m just 
snake bitten with these guys. I don’t know 
what it is. Listen, nobody gave us a chance 
tonight, I’ll tell you. Nobody. Everybody 
thought we were gonna lose. And, you 
know, these kids believed. They believe 
in the process, they believe in what we’re 

declan Mcdermott of  pleasantville tries to run 
past Westlake’s Gianni occhipinti in the sectional 
final at Mahopac high school.

pleasantville quarterback Jack howe leaves a pair of  Wildcats behind as he runs with the football during 
saturday’s class b final.

cullen dell of  pleasantville turns upfield after 
making a catch vs. Westlake in saturday night’s 
game.

Westlake quarterback Rob dinota picks up big 
yardage as he carries the ball on the opening 
drive of  the class b title game.

the panthers’ charlie Mcphee carries the ball in the second overtime of  saturday night’s class b title 
game vs. Westlake.

nicholas Martinez of  Westlake runs past a pair of  panthers in saturday night’s championship game at 
Mahopac.

Panthers Defeat Westlake in Overtime in the Class B Final

Andy JAcobs photos
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preaching and they played a helluva 
football game.”

To advance to this Friday night’s state 
regional against Section 9 champion 
Marlboro, back at Mahopac, the Panthers 
needed a little bit of serendipity. It arrived 
on the first possession of overtime with 
the teams tied at 14-all when P’ville was 
quickly faced with a do-or-die fourth-
and-six situation. 

Howe tossed a flare pass to the left 
sideline that was deflected by the Wildcats’ 
Dan Grossman, but  grabbed by intended 
target Declan McDermott, who broke a 
tackle and then dove head first into the 
end zone for a go-ahead touchdown. 
Howe booted the extra-point kick that left 
the Wildcats needing at least seven points 
in response to keep their title hopes alive.

“That’s a good team, and we were right 
there with them,” said Castellano. “I 
mean, if Danny knocks that down, we’re 
gonna go in and score. Those are the 
breaks. Yeah, it comes down to who gets 
the breaks. They got the break there.”

It only took the Wildcats three plays 
to answer in overtime when they got the 
ball at the 20-yard line. Andrew DeBiase, 
who had run for 13 yards on first down, 
powered into the end zone from three 
yards out and DiNota booted the nerve-
racking extra point to tie the game again. 
But if not for a penalty when Castellano 
called a timeout that he didn’t have, the 
Wildcats would have rolled the dice with 
a two-point try instead. 

“You’re not gonna stop them, they’re too 
good,” said Castellano about the Panthers. 
“We were gonna go for two. We were 
lined up ready to go. I misunderstood. I 
thought I had a timeout on offense and a 
timeout on defense. They said I’ve got one 
timeout in overtime.”

The Wildcats got the ball first in the 
second overtime and quickly picked up a 
first down to the 8-yard line. Then DiNota, 
who had already run for two touchdowns 
earlier in the evening, scampered down to 
the goal line. But he was ruled down on 
the 1-yard line and, moments later, a false 
start pushed Westlake back five yards. 
On fourth down from the four, DiNota 
kicked a 21-yard field goal that gave the 
Wildcats a 24-21 edge.

The Wildcats’ three-point lead wasn’t 
sufficient because Pleasantville proceeded 
to give the ball to McPhee five straight 
times. On second and goal from the 
6-yard line, he raced around the left end 
and just barely crossed the pylon, sending 
his jubilant teammates dashing to the 
opposite end of the field and the Panther 
cheering section into delirium. 

“Double overtime, wild finish, sudden 
death, it doesn’t really get much better 
than that,” said McPhee. “We were saying 
we’re gonna have to stop them at one 
point and we did and we forced them to 
kick a field goal. And then we said now it’s 

our time to go on them, and we finished 
it.”

“I handed him the ball, I saw him 
running in, so I ran down to the other 
end,” said Howe. “I was just in shock. It 
was unbelievable. After the game, I was 
saying to the coaches that was the most 
stressful day in my life.”

The Panthers’ path to a second straight 
title and third in five years got off to 
a stressful start as they left the field at 
halftime trailing by seven points against 
a Wildcat team they had beaten by two 
touchdowns midway through the regular 
season. The deficit could have been even 
larger had Westlake not squandered the 
opportunity to get on the scoreboard on 
the game’s first possession.

The Wildcats took the opening kickoff 
and proceeded to keep the ball for almost 
seven minutes, driving 66 yards down 
to the Pleasantville 5-yard line before an 
errant snap over DiNota’s head on third 
down led to a big loss and cost Westlake 

a chance to find the end zone. The teams 
were still scoreless as the first quarter 
ended, but seven plays into the second 
quarter DiNota’s three-yard touchdown 
put the Wildcats on the board. 

“I thought the first half played out just 
the way we talked about,” said Castellano. 
“Control the clock, stay on offense, keep 
them off the field and put points on the 
board. We did everything but put points 
on the board and I thought that hurt us.”

Pleasantville finally broke through late 
in the third quarter as Howe connected 
with McDermott on a 31-yard scoring 
pass to cap a nine-play, 75-yard drive. 
McPhee ran for eight yards on the last 
play of the quarter to start another 76-
yard drive that eventually ended with 
him running one yard for a go-ahead 
touchdown with 10:15 left in the game.

But Westlake responded with its own 
nine-play, 73-yard drive. DiNota’s 20-
yard touchdown run and his PAT tied 

the game with 5:27 left on the clock. The 
Panthers moved the ball into Westlake 
territory late in the quarter, but with five 
seconds to go Howe’s 45-yard field goal 
landed well short, setting the stage for the 
overtime drama that soon followed.

The Wildcats weren’t quite able to write 
the same storybook ending they did in 
beating Ardsley in the final minute a 
week earlier and now Castellano will have 
to figure out a way to try to win without 
DiNota calling signals anymore.

“One of the greatest players I’ve ever 
coached,” he said. “Really, one of the 
greatest, and I’ve coached a lot of good 
ones at Nyack. This kid ranks right up 
there with all of them. Listen, I was gonna 
put the ball in his hand. We were gonna 
win the game one way or another with 
Rob. He’s just a great player.”

Meanwhile, the Panther stars still have 
some football to play this season.

“This is particularly special,” said 
Becerra, “because we told the kids at 
the beginning of the year it takes talent 
to win games, but it takes character to 
repeat. And these kids showed character 
in repeating.”

continued from previous page

the pleasantville football team poses with its championship plaque after beating Westlake 27-24 in 
double overtime saturday night.

pleasantville’s tim driscoll has reason to smile 
after being named the game’s most outstanding 
defensive player.

Westlake’s Gianni occhipinti dejectedly watches 
pleasantville celebrate its overtime win against 
the Wildcats.

the Wildcats’ Rob dinota fires a pass during 
saturday’s title game.

the panthers’ Jack Fitzgerald runs with the football 
during the section 1, class b championship game.

Panthers Defeat Westlake in Overtime in the Class B Final

Andy JAcobs photos
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Greeley’s Kristofer Arboleda

briarcliff’s Lauren Rogers

Fox Lane’s Emily McKenna

bryam hills’ Grayson Kaminer runs side by side 
with nanuet’s danny peterson with less than a 
mile left in the race.

Westlake’s Mary Lyons
Valhalla’s diana santini

Fox Lane’s samuel barton

byram hills’ Jonathan Mui

Greeley’s Abby Rose notarnicola leads a pack of  
runners in the class A race.

byram hills’ Jennifer Mui

Westlake’s christopher pagan

Aidan Lynch (left) and drew dipietro helped 
pleasantville win the class c boys’ team title.

Andy JAcobs photos

CROSS COUNTRY
Section 1 Championships

Bowdoin Park, Wappingers Falls, NY
Saturday, November 4
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focus on
V O L L E Y B A L L

Wildcats Defeat Briarcliff
in the Class B Title Match
to Repeat as Champions 

sarah deGasperis of  briarcliff  prepares to hit a 
serve in the section 1, class b title match.

Westlake’s Laine peterson smacks the ball past 
briarcliff’s Grace Aldrich (left) and Julianna Arroyo 
in sunday night’s title match at pace University.

Westlake players celebrate after winning a point en route to defeating briarcliff  three games to one in 
the sectional final at pace.

Westlake’s nicole dragonetti returns the ball 
during sunday night’s class b championship 
match.

Lia poggioreale (center) leads her Westlake 
teammates in a cheer during sunday night’s class 
b final.

briarcliff’s hannah Rallis (7) and Antonia 
blanchett try to stop Westlake’s Laine peterson in 
the class b championship match.

Westlake’s  Antonia perino (9) and Jessica Woods 
rise together trying to block the ball in the 
sectional final sunday.

briarcliff’s Grace Aldrich does some celebrating in 
the midst of  the bears’ win in the third game of  
sunday’s title match against Westlake.

Mia persico of  briarcliff  rises high in the air to 
smack the ball in the bears’ quest to dethrone 
defending champion Westlake sunday night.

briarcliff’s Kaleigh Gowan bumps a return vs. 
Westlake in sunday evening’s championship 
match.

ake players celebrate after winning a point en 
route to defeating briarcliff  three games to one 
in the sectional final at pace.

sydney Roell of  Westlake bumps the ball during 
the Wildcats’ 3-1 win over briarcliff  for the 
sectional title. Andy JAcobs photos
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S P O R T S  S C E N E

Greeley’s sophie berkowitz moves the ball up the 
right sideline in the second half  of  the class A 
championship game vs. Mamaroneck.

Ryan noel of  byram hills sets his sights on the ball 
in the state playoff  game vs. section 9’s Goshen.

byram hills’ seb sempere gets set to boot the ball 
during the state regional vs. the Goshen Gladiators 
at Middletown high school last Wednesday night.

Valhalla’s sam Morillo spikes the ball over the net 
In the Vikings’ quarterfinal playoff  against visiting 
Lourdes last tuesday afternoon.

Greeley’s Fiona Grant sends the ball up the 
field in the second half  of  the sectional final vs. 
Mamaroneck.

Valhalla’s Grace callaghan (left) and caroline Lee 
try to block the ball in the Vikings’ season-ending 
playoff  loss to our Lady of  Lourdes last tuesday.

spencer Weinhoff  of  byram hills pursues the ball 
during the bobcats’ state playoff  game vs. host 
Goshen.

berdj stepanian of  bryam hills dribbles up the 
right sideline in the bobcats’ 3-1 loss to Goshen 
in the state playoffs last Wednesday evening.

Lexi Agins of  Valhalla bumps the ball during the 
class b quarterfinal playoff  match vs. Lourdes last 
week.

horace Greeley’s Kathryn Graham controls the 
ball in the Quakers’ loss to Mamaroneck in the 
class A title game at pace University.

Max hammond of  byram hills controls the ball 
near midfield in the bobcats’ regional playoff  
game vs. Goshen.

nikki potter searches for an open horace Greeley 
teammate during last Wednesday’s sectional final.

Andy JAcobs photos
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Gaige Elms of  horace Greeley took third place 
in the 100 backstroke, helping the Quakers win 
another team championship.

sophomore Anna Ketron of  briarcliff/pleasantville/
Westlake/Valhalla awaits the start of  the 200 
freestyle relay. she and her teammates won the 
race.

noelle Kaufmann of  Fox Lane took first place in 
the 100 freestyle and second in the 200.

carly schwab of  briarcliff/pleasantville/Westlake/
Valhalla swims to a second-place finish in the 100 
breaststroke.

ciara dalton of  byram hills was fourth in both the 200 individual medley and 
the 100 yard butterfly. bpWV senior Abagail Finkelberg swims in the 100 butterfly at Felix Festa 

Middle school.

Megan donoghue helps bpWV to a first-place finish in the final event of  the 
championships, the 400 freestyle relay.

Greeley freshman Kristin cornish swims to a fourth-place finish in the 500 
yard freestyle last thursday night.

nicole Ramirez of  byram hills swims in the 500 
free at last week’s section one championships.

Fox Lane freshman Emily Grasso competes in 
the 100 yard breaststroke at last thursday’s 
sectional championships.

 Isabella Fountain of  the bpWV combo team was 
first in the 50 freestyle and second in the 100.

Fox Lane’s Margaret Kleinsmith finished third in 
the 100 yard breaststroke.

S W I M M I N G
2017 Section One
Championships

Felix Festa Middle School
West Nyack, New York
Thursday, November 2

Andy JAcobs photos
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Eyes on the Prize

Laine Peterson Ser ves the Ball 
as Westlake Topples Briarcliff
in the Sectional Final at Pace


