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By Martin Wilbur 
If George Latimer is successful next 

week in his race for county executive, it 
would suggest that 13 is his lucky number.

After starting out on the Rye City Council 
in 1987, county government is where the 
Democrat served for 13 years as a member 
of the Board of Legislators, including four 
years as chairman. In 2004, he was elected 
to the state Assembly representing the 91st 
District for four terms before spending the 
past five years in the state Senate.

Throughout his 30-year political career, 
Latimer has never shirked from a fight, 
and he wasn’t about to turn his back on one 
in what has turned into a nasty battle with 
County Executive Rob Astorino.

“Rob is a terrific politician. He really gets 
it,” Latimer said. “He really understands 
what moves people – anger, fear, how to 
hate your opponent, how to manipulate 
the process. What he’s not good at is 
running government. This job to him is 
a steppingstone, to advance a political 
agenda.”

Latimer, 63, has set out to puncture 
holes in Astorino’s zero taxes pledge, 
arguing that many residents have actually 
seen their taxes rise in real dollars because 
county sewer and refuse taxes for many 
have risen. Along with the unpredictable 
equalization rate, the county’s financial 
picture isn’t so strong despite six years of a 
flat tax levy and one year with a 2 percent 

reduction, he said.
Furthermore, Latimer argued that 

Astorino’s pledge to never raise the tax 
levy has resulted in a fiscally stressed 
county, citing the recent state comptroller’s 
office report, while Moody’s reduced 
Westchester’s bond rating in July.

“I have made no commitment to raise 
taxes upon entering as county executive,” 
said Latimer in fending off allegations by 
Astorino he would raise taxes. “Instead, 

I intend to have the state comptroller’s 
office come down and do an audit of our 
operations.”

Latimer said Astorino’s pledge to 
never raise the tax levy has led to other 
dubious financial decisions, including 
trying to push through last fall a 40-year, 
$140 million no-bid contract to monetize 
Westchester County Airport to plug a $15 
million hole in the 2017 budget. After the 
initial year, payments would have fallen to 
$5 million annually before shrinking to $2 
million a year later in the agreement.

Meanwhile, a private operator would 
likely press for an increase in passenger 
limits, resulting in more flights and 
jeopardizing communities and the 
environment, he said. The county should 
raise capital to make the necessary 
improvements at the airport, not surrender 
control of the facility.

“We actually have privatization (today). 
What you’re talking about it is actually 
monetization,” Latimer said. “What they’re 
trying to do is break into the piggy bank.”

Latimer said he would also take greater 
responsibility to work with municipalities 
to share services. He criticized Astorino 
for not putting an adequate effort into the 
state’s mandatory submission of a shared 
services plan last month. In that plan, 
Westchester identified only about $1.2 
million in potential savings, while Ulster 
County, for example, exceeded that with 

one-fifth of the population.
“Rob doesn’t want to cooperate with 

state government in any way, shape or 
form,” said Latimer, who added that he has 
greater familiarity with Albany to reach 
out for help. “He plans to manage state 
government but not do something that 
he didn’t want to work with. I saw it as an 
opportunity.”

He predictably ripped Astorino’s 
handling of the affordable housing 
settlement. Frequent sparring with the 
monitor and continued failure to submit 
an acceptable Analysis of Impediments 
cost the county $25 million in Community 
Development Block Grants.

“He fought elements of the 
implementation on ideological principle,” 
Latimer said. “He likes to say he was 
standing up for Westchester. To be correct, 
he was standing up for his ideology.”

Regarding the Immigrant Protection 
Act, Latimer said he would consult with 
law enforcement and elected officials 
around the county as soon as he’s in office 
to see what’s working and how policies can 
be improved. While Astorino’s executive 
order bars law abiding individuals from 
being questioned on their immigration 
status, Latimer doesn’t want someone 
stopped to be quizzed after jaywalking.

“I certainly don’t want our police, our 
county police officers, to do the work of the 

Latimer Hopes to Oust Astorino, Open Next Chapter in Political Career
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Astorino Looks for Four More Years in County Executive’s Office
By Martin Wilbur

Rob Astorino’s tenure as Westchester 
County executive may best be best known 
for his pledge to halt the rise of county 
property taxes and his often contentious 
battles with critics and the courts during the 
affordable housing settlement.

When Astorino looks back at his nearly 
eight years in office, it has been the efforts, 
large and small, to improve life for county 
residents that stands out. Leading the 
county through the disaster of Superstorm 
Sandy, which saw Westchester’s Emergency 
Operations Center run for 300 consecutive 
hours, and consoling local communities 
after the 2015 train crash in Valhalla were 
two accomplishments he pointed to under 
the most difficult circumstances.

But it’s also been about much lower profile 
programs, such as his Fatherhood Initiative 
a program, aimed to help dads through 
career counseling, job placement and 
creating more opportunities to spend time 
together with their children and families 
that makes the longtime Hawthorne 
resident enjoy his job.

“I still have the passion every day when 
I come to work because the challenges are 
many and things are different every day,” 
said Astorino. 

“There are so many things that are 
happening in the county right now, I prefer 
to stay,” he added.

Astorino, 50, campaigned, was elected 

and re-elected on his promise to put the 
brakes on taxes. He takes every opportunity 
to chide his opponent, Democratic state 
Sen. George Latimer, for having sat on a 
Board of Legislators for 13 years from the 
1990s into the early 2000s that experienced 
a 46 percent tax increase. He vowed another 
0 percent increase for 2018.

He said his administration has had to 
make difficult decisions, but by trimming 
staff mostly through attrition in the 
Department of Social Services and other 
departments there has been money for 
programs while delivering on his pledge.

Accomplishing goals with a Democratic 
majority Board of Legislators has been an 
example of Astorino’s ability to encourage 
bipartisanship. One example was the 
unanimous approval of a 99-year lease for 
the North 60 biomedical project that will 
add some 2.25 million square feet of bio-
med and research facilities, along with 
medical offices, 100 hotel rooms and retail 
in Valhalla. It will generate an estimated $9 
million in tax revenue.

Astorino, when questioned about 
Westchester’s appearance on the state 
comptroller’s fiscally stressed list last 
month, pointed to the county’s $1.5 million 
budget surplus last year and 44,000 new 
jobs created during his administration.

He said Albany’s failure to address 
mandate relief is the biggest fiscal hurdle 
facing all counties, not just Westchester.

“It’s not something any of us are 
concerned about,” Astorino said. “We’ll 
just keep finding savings, and creating 
new revenue that does not come from the 
taxpayers.”

One potential fresh revenue source is 
privatizing Westchester County Airport. 
A controversial move that is receiving 
pushback from multiple quarters, 
Astorino said it would make much-needed 
improvements to the facility. He insisted 

that the current passenger caps and size of 
the airport would remain unchanged.

The county executive, who doesn’t want 
an expanded airport, said it would be 
financially advantageous for any operator 
to adhere to the strictest environmental 
standards.

“The airport’s been run by a private 
company since the end of World War II for 
the county, so this is not some radical idea,” 
he said. “What’s radical is that we’re going to 
actually be able to make money for a change 
that we could use for day care or any other 
thing in the county instead of having the 
money sit there.”

Astorino stood by his decision to push 
back against the federal government in 
the affordable housing settlement, which 
he contended was bent on trying to 
intrude on the county’s zoning. He said 
he was vindicated when the Analysis of 
Impediments was approved earlier this 
year after working with a consulting 
firm. Meanwhile, nearly 900 units of new 
affordable units were approved.

Astorino also defended his veto of 
the Immigrant Protection Act, calling it 
a political move that would have made 
Westchester a sanctuary county, risking 
federal dollars, and making it less safe. 
Instead, the executive order he signed 
doesn’t permit someone to stopped based 

Rob Astorino
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By Neal Rentz
For the first time since 2010, Mount 

Kisco residents will have a contested 
trustee election for the Mount Kisco 
Village Board.

Democrats Anthony Markus and Peter 
Grunthal will look to fend off a challenge 
from Isidora (Isi) Albanese, who is on the 
independent 4MK line.
Albanese
Albanese said he has been asked by 

residents in previous years to run for 
office. This time he decided to take up the 
challenge. 

The chief motivation for Albanese, 59, to 
seek office is because “I found a leader” in 
Gina Picinich, the mayoral challenger.

“I believe in what she stands for,” he said. 
“We can make a big contribution and make 
the positive changes that Mount Kisco 
needs.”

The village’s downtown needs 
revitalization, Albanese said. Chappaqua 
and Katonah are enhancing their 
downtowns and the village needs to make 
its business district more vibrant and 
business-friendly while sending a message 
that “Mount Kisco is open for business,” he 
said. 

With many positive features, including 
Northern Westchester Hospital, medical 
offices and restaurants, Albanese said 
the village should be a destination. He 
recommended the village hold an open 
house and invite landlords and those 
considering opening a business. 

“There’s a reason for everybody to come 
here,” he said.

One of Albanese’s ideas to increase 
parking is to invite developers to build 
a structure with commercial uses on the 
first floor, apartments upstairs and parking 
behind the building. That could be located 
near the South Moger Avenue parking lot. 

“It would increase our tax revenue. It 
would bring new people to Mount Kisco,” 
he said. “At the same time, it doesn’t cost 
anything.”  

Albanese supports the $10.25 million 
firehouse referendum to pay for 
renovations and additions to the three 
facilities. However, the village board should 
have held more information sessions to 
more effectively communicate the need for 
the bond to residents, he said. 

Albanese said the consolidation of 
the village’s police department with the 
Westchester County Department of Public 
Safety has been a success. 

“The service is phenomenal,” he said. 
Albanese, who owns Exit 4 restaurant 

on East Main Street and has owned many 
other eateries, said he has listened carefully 
about attracting more businesses to the 
downtown from residents. One potential 
idea is to create a space in the downtown 
where residents could meet, he said. 

Although supportive of more senior 
housing to address an aging population, 
Albanese is against the village allowing 
the 129-unit complex for seniors on Kisco 

Mountain.
Albanese, who was born in Italy and 

immigrated with his family to Mount 
Kisco in 1968, said he hoped to make the 
village a more close-knit community.
Grunthal
Grunthal, 74, is in his second tenure on 

the board. He was first appointed to fill an 
unexpired term in 2003, and left the board 
in 2010. Three years ago, Grunthal was 
appointed following the death of George 
Griffin. 

Grunthal is seeking re-election because 
he wants to continue to give back to the 
village. 

“I love living here. I’m extremely happy 
that I landed up in Westchester County,” 
said Grunthal who moved to Mount Kisco 
in 1998 from Chappaqua and enjoys the 
community’s diversity. “I grew up in South 
Africa. It was a police state.”

Grunthal has pushed environmental 
initiatives, including the village’s purchase 
of several acres near Byram Lake, the 
village’s drinking water source. He’s 
advocated for a ban on single-use plastic 
bags.

The longtime trustee was influential 
as head of a committee in helping 
streamlining the planning board approval 
process for new businesses. The Planning 
Board should be reduced from seven to 
five members to make it easier to attain a 
quorum, he said.

Meanwhile, the village is in strong 
financial shape.

“We have made every effort to keep taxes 
as low as possible and we’ve been successful 
in keeping the taxes very steady, below the 
tax cap, for several years,” Grunthal said. 
“At the same time, we’ve built up enough in 
the way of capital reserves that we’re now 
able to undertake necessary infrastructure 
changes without borrowing.”

The $10.25 million referendum on 
Election Day that would fund renovations 
and expansion of the village’s three 
firehouses is crucial, he said.

Grunthal said the village’s decision 
to consolidate police services with the 
Westchester County Department of Public 

Safety has resulted in multiple benefits to 
village residents, including more patrol 
cars on the road, greater professionalism 
and less overtime.

While Grunthal acknowledges the 
downtown must be revitalized and empty 
storefronts filled, one of Mount Kisco’s key 
commercial property owners, Friedland 
Properties, has been unwilling to accept 
tenants until it obtains its desired rent, 
Grunthal said. Once the Comprehensive 
Plan is updated it should be a guide for 
attracting new businesses to the village. 

The board should consider ways to 
encourage transit oriented development, 
Grunthal said. There could be new 
townhouses constructed at the site of the 
village’s South Moger parking lot with a 
new parking structure to replace the lost 
spaces, he said. 

“Hopefully that will bring young families 
into town and bring business into town 
and vitality into town,” he said.   

The village is also executing a new 
streetscape plan, Grunthal said, that 
involves sidewalk and curb paving and 
tree replanting to make downtown more 
attractive.

Grunthal said he opposes the 129-unit 
senior housing development proposed 
for Kisco Mountain. While he supported 
a previous agreement, there should be no 
development there despite the developer’s 
offer for the land increasing this summer 
to $5 million.

“At the end of the day there are some 
things more valuable than money,” he said.

Grunthal said he supported the concept 
of creating senior housing on Radio Circle, 
which would require a zoning change from 
the village board. 
Markus
Markus, a 14-year trustee, is seeking 

another term because he wants to continue 
his public service.

Markus, 56, said he grew up in the 
diverse Riverdale section of the Bronx, but 
eventually moved to Mount Kisco, which 
resembled the community where he grew 
up. 

“I wanted my son to be raised in a 

community that did expose him to the 
variations Mount Kisco has,” said Markus, 
an attorney. “I really feel that I want to 
continue to dedicate myself to making this 
community stay this way and to have it 
grow with the times as best we can.”

Chairman of the village’s Finance 
Committee, Markus said Mount Kisco 
is in strong financial shape. The village 
is ranked second in Westchester with its 
fund balance-expense ratio, he said. He 
also encouraged the village to refinance its 
bonds, saving $1.2 million.

During his tenure, the bond rating has 
improved to AA2, the highest rating Mount 
Kisco can attain, he said. The positive bond 
rating means the village can borrow at low 
interest rates of between 2 and 3 percent.

“I think we’ve been pretty fiscally 
prudent” while hiring strong employees, 
he said.

The Finance Committee recently 
provided its report on how to finance water 
projects, including replacing water lines, 
which will cost about $20 million. That can 
be paid for by borrowing but by also taking 
money out of fund balance while the 
village maintains its water rates, Markus 
said. The strong fiscal management enables 
the village to undertake infrastructure 
projects. 

“We’re not going to have any trouble 
doing it,” he said.

The consolation of the village’s police 
department with the county has been 
successful, Markus said, saving the village 
more than $1 million annually while 
improving public safety.  

Markus said he supports the referendum 
that would allow the village to borrow up 
to $10.25 million to renovate and expand 
its three firehouses. It would cost the village 
$6 million just to bring the buildings up to 
code without additions, he said. 

Markus said the village was “turning 
a corner” when it comes to filling vacant 
downtown storefronts. New businesses 
have recently opened, and with planned 
streetscape improvements, the downtown 
business climate is improving, he said.  

Restaurateur Challenges Incumbents in Mt. Kisco Trustees Race

continued on page 10
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Cindrich Seeks Eighth Term in Mount Kisco Mayoral Election
By Neal Rentz

For the first time in more than a decade 
longtime Mount Kisco Mayor Michael 
Cindrich has a race on his hands.

Cindrich, who is on five ballot lines 
including the Democratic and Republican 
Party columns, is running against first-
time candidate Gina Picinich, who is on the 
independent 4MK line. He said he wasn’t 
surprised at the challenge given the political 
landscape.

Though the village has hurdles to 
overcome, it has much going for it, such as 
beautiful properties, a walkability that few 
communities can match and a growing 
array of restaurants.  

Cindrich, 70, who has been mayor for 
14 years, said he has ideas about filling the 
empty downtown commercial buildings 
and has met with potential business owners. 
The village has hosted meetings with 
property owners and merchants to speak 
about “changing the dynamics of retail” to 
combat the growth of online shopping, he 
said.  

To be successful, retailers need to provide 
services or products that aren’t available 
online, he said. 

“Retailing is so difficult right now,” 
Cindrich said. 

Cindrich said he met with Friedland 
Properties, the owner of some of the most 
visible downtown vacancies. The real estate 
firm is being “very selective” in the tenants 

it chooses, he said.
Still, about 30 new establishments have 

opened in Mount Kisco over the past 
18 months, particularly on East Main 
Street, Cindrich said. He acknowledged 
disappointment that Modell’s was not 
allowed to occupy all 22,000 square feet of 
the former Borders bookstore space.

Cindrich said he supported a public/
private partnership to hire Buxton, a retail 
store recruiter, but failed to get the needed 
support on the board. He has also called 
for the creation of a Business Improvement 
District (BID), which would pay for 
maintenance and upkeep of the business 
district’s common areas.

To revitalize downtown, a key solution 
is the creation of transit orientated 
development, Cindrich said. Under the 
concept, housing would be created near 
the Metro-North station, which would help 
generate additional commercial activity, he 
said. It could be attractive to young, two-
income couples who work in Manhattan 
but who often cannot afford to live there.

Revising Mount Kisco’s Comprehensive 
Plan, which has been recently launched, 
should change zoning for some portions 
of the village with significant occupancy 
issues, the mayor said.

To attract shoppers, the village has free 
parking in the North Moger Avenue lot 
on Saturdays and on Sundays in all village-
owned lots, Cindrich said. There is also free 

parking in the Blackeby lot on Thursdays.
The mayor, a supporter of the proposed 

129-unit senior housing complex on village-
owned property at 270 Kisco Ave., said he 
was upset with what has transpired with the 
process. In March, the board unanimously 
approved entering an option agreement 
with the developer, but has failed to sign a 
contract

There have been public hearings for 10 
years on various iterations of the project, 
and it took three years for the village board 
to rezone the parcel, Cindrich said. There is 

a plateau on Kisco Mountain that is suitable 
for the structure, he said.

A notice of claim has been filed 
threatening the village with a lawsuit by 
HFZ Capital, the applicant for the proposal. 
If the project fails to come to fruition, 
there will be great financial loss to Mount 
Kisco between the loss of revenue from the 
property’s sale as well as costly litigation, 
Cindrich said. He said HFZ has increased 
its offer to $5 million for the land.

“I consider it an $8 million mistake that 
somebody in the future is going to have to 
pay,” he said.

The village’s finances are strong and taxes 
have never exceeded the state-mandated 
cap since its inception. Trustees have 
budgeted conservatively, having avoided 
overestimating revenues, Cindrich said. 
Currently, Mount Kisco’s capital reserves 
stand at well over $11 million. 

Cindrich touted how the 2015 police 
consolidation has benefitted Mount Kisco, 
not only saving the county about $1.2 
million annually the first two years but 
providing a higher level of service for its 
residents and business owners.

“We have more police officers on patrol 
than we’ve ever had in the history of Mount 
Kisco and we have more specialized units 
standing at the ready,” he said. “We’ve 
introduced a component of community 
policing that is really benefiting the 

First-Time Candidate Picinich Challenges Cindrich in Mt. Kisco
By Neal Rentz

For the first time in recent memory, 
there is a competitive race for Mount Kisco 
mayor.

Gina Picinich, running on the 
independent 4MK line, is on a leave of 
absence as a co-executive director of the 
Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce. She 
is running against longtime incumbent 
Michael Cindrich in her first race for elected 
office.

Picinich, 53, said she has been active in 
her community, having been a member of 
the Bedford Central School District’s Budget 
Advisory Committee. The experience “had 
me start taking a closer look at Mount 
Kisco,” she said. 

“Why am I doing this? Because it needs 
to be done,” Picinich said. “The current 
administration is not getting it done.”

She said she was frustrated with responses 
from village officials regarding her concerns 
about downtown commercial vacancies. 
While officials will listen, the current 
leadership has failed to take substantive 
steps to reverse course, such as creating an 
action plan, she said.  

Picinich said there should be an open 
house bringing together landlords, the 
Building Department and those who may 
consider opening a business in the village.

Village zoning codes are also too 
restrictive, in some cases making little to no 
sense, she said. For example, the code states 

there cannot be a health club in a space 
larger than 2,500 square feet and a business 
cannot have unlimited membership. Those 
regulations effectively eliminate many 
operations from considering Mount Kisco 
without expensive and involved requests for 
variances.

With the assistance of experts, a revised 
Comprehensive Plan Committee should 
be a document that lays out a vision for the 
future, Picinich said. 

Though she is willing to consider 
transit oriented development, she remains 
skeptical about creating zones that would 
allow for commercial use within a building’s 
first floor with apartments upstairs in an 
effort attract more people downtown. 

“I don’t know that increasing the 
population of Mount Kisco (is a solution),” 
she said. 

Picinich supports having the village 
encourage redevelopment of existing 
neighborhoods.

“Find some ways to motivate people who 
own homes or maybe are renting homes to 
reinvest,” she said. 

Parking continues to present a problem. 
Providing free parking on Thursdays 
in one village-owned lot is inadequate, 
Picinich said. Visitors who do not know 
the Village Center lot’s location, where the 
free Thursday parking is provided, may 
be ticketed if they mistakenly believe they 
don’t need to pay on Thursdays, she said. 

A group of business owners and residents 
should study parking, she said. 

Picinich said the village board “made 
a real mess” of the proposal to construct 
senior housing at 270 Kisco Ave. on Kisco 
Mountain. Earlier this year the board 
voted unanimously to give Mayor Michael 
Cindrich the ability to negotiate a contract 
to sell part of the mountain to the developer. 

“The board put something on the agenda 
that would impact the whole community 
and voted on it that night without giving 
anyone in the community any notice that 
was even a subject coming up again,” 
Picinich said. 

“We have to see true legal guidance to 
determine what our obligations are,” she 
added. “We need to determine what the real 
value of this asset is.” 

There are other locations in the village, 
such as Radio Circle, where senior housing 
could be built, Picinich said. 

“I think building on the mountain should 
be our last resort,” she said. 

The challenger also called the village’s 
general fund balance of more than 40 
percent of the operating budget excessive. 
Mount Kisco has additional money that 
should be used to reinvest in the community, 
she said.

The consolidation of the village’s police 
department with the Westchester County 
Department of Public Safety has apparently 
been successful with additional police 

officers and cost reductions, Picinich 
acknowledged. However, the village needs 
hard data to prove if consolidation is 
working.

She said the village should have made 
more efforts to inform the public about next 
week’s referendum to allow it to borrow 
up to $10.25 million for renovations and 
additions to the village’s three firehouses. 
Although it’s a lot of money, Picinich said 
the work is needed.

Picinich said three years ago she began 

Michael Cindrich

Gina Picinich

continued on page 10
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By Martin Wilbur
While this year’s election in New Castle 

has been largely focused on the head-to-
head supervisor’s battle between incumbent 
Robert Greenstein and Democratic 
challenger Kristen Browde, the four-
candidate race for council is just as strong. 
Republican-endorsed Incumbents Adam 
Brodsky and Lisa Katz, comprising Team 
New Castle, will square off against Stronger 
New Castle ticket Gail Markels and Ivy Pool.
Brodsky
As chairman of the town’s Downtown 

Streetscape Committee, Brodsky’s focus 
has been on planning and executing the 
various components of the Chappaqua 
infrastructure and streetscape project. 

He said the roughly $14 million project, 
one of the largest undertakings in the 
town in years, it what Brodsky, 44, wants 
to see it to completion. Sometime next 
spring the infrastructure, the necessary 
work underground, will be done and the 
streetscape will begin

“I started it, I’m proud of it and I care 
about it,” said Brodsky, a real estate attorney. 
“I’m proud of it and I want to finish what I 
started.”

While the pipes and the aesthetics are 
critically important, ultimately an improved 
downtown will depend on whether officials 
are successful in increasing foot traffic in 
the hamlets, Brodsky said. Residents want 
vibrant businesses in the hamlets and 
sidewalks, he said.

“The only way to energize the hamlet is 
getting bodies downtown,” Brodsky said.

Reaching out to real estate developers to 
attract the right type of development so the 
downtown can realize its potential will also 
need to be done.

Similar to Greenstein and Katz, Brodsky 
campaigned against Chappaqua Crossing 
four years ago. He said the Planning 
Board worked hard on the traditional 
neighborhood development plan to 
minimize impact on the hamlets while 
making the

Brodsky said he is aware that the residents’ 
input into the new Comprehensive Plan 
asked for development in the hamlets, not 
on a property such as the 97-acre Rose Hill 
estate on Route 128 in the east end of town.

Brodsky said he considers himself 
fortunate to be serving his town.

“You feel like you’re really making a 
difference,” he said. “It’s unbelievable.”
Katz
Also an attorney, Katz, 48, said she 

believes New Castle has made significant 
progress tackling some difficult issues 
during the past four years, including 
putting Chappaqua Crossing behind 
them, approving the Comprehensive Plan 
and starting the downtown infrastructure 
project. 

“I think we’re on the cusp of turning 
everything around,” she said

Katz was the dissenting vote on the with 
Chappaqua Crossing and still is highly 
skeptical of how the town will deal with 

traffic surrounding the site.  
She believes that the Chappaqua 

Performing Arts Center will be a major 
asset for the town, pulling people in from 
throughout the county, which could attract 
visitors to the downtown if the venue and 
the hamlet are properly publicized.

Katz said the work in downtown 
Chappaqua is progressing nicely. While 
that’s being done, the town must also reach 
out to developers to gather ideas. However, 
the board has to be careful that while 
mixed-use development and having people 
live downtown is the goal, residents don’t 
want inappropriate development.

“They moved here because they like 
it quaint,” Katz said, “so we have to kind 
of balance that and work to advance our 
downtown.”

Regarding Conifer Realty’s affordable 
housing development, Katz said she would 
insist that Conifer submits a safety before a 
Certificate of Occupancy is issued.

Katz maintained that despite comments 
from the opposing slate and neighbors of 
Sunshine Children’s Home, the Town Board 
never had an opportunity to be lead agency 
or influence.

“I understand when you’re against a 
development and trying to go after every 
person that you can to get your voice heard 
and to get your point across,” Katz said. 
“They have every right to do that.”

Making sure lines of communication 
remain open is critical to residents so they 
feel more connected to the town is essential 
for people in Millwood and the east and 
west ends.
Markels
A first-time candidate, Markels, 63, 

said last November’s election results was a 
terrible disappointment, and was motivated 
to contribute to and serve in her home 
community.

“We want make sure New Castle works 
for us and our children,” said Markels, an 
attorney. “I want to make sure that New 
Castle works for everybody.”

Markels said she doesn’t believe the 
current administration pursued all sources 

of funding, including Environmental 
Facilities Corp. grants and no-interest 
loan, for the downtown infrastructure 
and streetscape project. The town recently 
bonded more than $18 million for project, a 
large portion of that for the downtown.

“You have to be smarter and tougher with 
the taxpayer’s money,” Markels said.

Her opponents have also been sluggish 
in moving along the diversion projects for 
Yeshiva, Riverwoods and Random Farms 
and more effective leadership is needed, she 
said.

Markels said unlike the incumbents, when 
dealing with deep-pocketed developers she 
would look to drive a harder bargain. For 
example, instead of accepting Summit/
Greenfield’s offer to take the former Wallace 
Auditorium off their hands for $1, they 
should have insisted the town be paid what 
it would have cost to demolish the building.

While Markels supports rezoning 
portions of downtown to spur activity, she’s 
concerned that the opposing slate will be 
tempted to bring in high-rise development, 
particularly on a portion of the train station 
parking lot. She favors smaller buildings that 
are more appropriate with the community.

Having more activities downtown, 
particularly on weekends when visitors 
arrive at the real estate offices, so there isn’t 
an empty hamlet. 

Markels said her opponents had an 
opportunity to become lead agency for 
the Sunshine Children’s Home expansion. 
She also doesn’t have confidence that they 
would protect the Rose Hill property on the 
east end of town.

She said her opponents enable Greenstein, 
who too often demeans people before the 
board.

“He’s a bully, he tries to intimidate people 
and I thing that Lisa and Adam don’t tell 
him no,” Markels said.

Having grown up in the projects of East 
New York, Brooklyn, Markels said that she 
will welcome the people who live there 
despite the project’s shortcomings.
Pool
The only candidate who is not an attorney, 

Pool, 39, said she would bring a different 
perspective to the board.

Pool worked for 12 in New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s administration 
managing an office for health and human 
services as well as for two years in Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s administration.

Although she never expected to run 
for public office, when the opportunity 
presented itself earlier this year, she took the 
chance.

“I thought this is something that I can do, 
I can bring a lot of skills and experience to 
the Town Board here and my hometown,” 
Pool said.

She said when the costs for the downtown 
project exceeded estimates, the board could 
have explored splitting the streetscape and 
the infrastructure work into two different 
bids.

What irked Pool was the majority’s 
decision to trim the projects during a 
poorly attended work session rather than 
having the public weigh in. They likely felt 
the pressure of having to start the work, she 
said.

Pool said zoning changes downtown 
should be explored that would look for 
different types of uses. She would oppose 

Fresh Candidates Markels, Pool Challenge Team New Castle

continued on page 10
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By Martin Wilbur
After Kristen Browde was approached 

by the New Castle Democratic Committee 
about running for supervisor earlier this 
year, her biggest concern wasn’t whether 
she was ready for the challenge but if those 
looking to draft her were prepared.

Browde is the first major party transgender 
candidate to run for elective office in New 
York State. As a former television journalist 
and currently an attorney, Browde knew the 
blaring headlines would come, particularly 
since she would be running in the town 
where Bill and Hillary Clinton live.

“I’m not running because I’m trans, 
but I’m not hiding that I’m trans,” said 
Browde, 67, who was never registered with 
a political party before entering this race. 
“That matters. It sends a message. It’s the 
ultimate equality message. We are the same 
as everybody else – we want good schools 
for our kids, we want low taxes, a great 
environment. There’s no difference, and in 
this town, it’s cut through; people get it.”

Since that initial burst of attention, 
Browde’s sole focus, and that of her running 
mates Gail Markels and Ivy Pool on the 
Stronger New Castle slate, has been on how 
to provide New Castle and its residents 
with a well-functioning town and fiscally 
prudent local government.

Browde has portrayed the opposing 
Team New Castle slate, and in particular 
her opponent, two-term incumbent Robert 

Greenstein, as having failed the town in their 
handling of the downtown infrastructure 
work. 

The current administration, she argued, 
didn’t do its homework in a series of 
missteps, refusing to reach out to officials 
from other levels of government or failing 
to pursue all potential outside funding 
sources. Browde charged that Greenstein 
didn’t identify – and apparently didn’t know 
about – low-interest and interest-free loans 
available to communities across the state 
that could have pared down the level of 
bonding for downtown.

She pledged to pursue all avenues of 
funding from various sources for projects 
and to reach out to officials regardless of 
party.

“The truth is he wasn’t aware of this 
program, the town wasn’t aware of this 
program and they don’t talk to anybody but 
one Republican state senator,” said Browde, 
referring to Sen. Terrence Murphy, the 
town’s representative in the state Senate.

She also questioned her opponent’s 
transparency, particularly in how 
Greenstein and council members Adam 
Brodsky and Lisa Katz secretly eliminated 
streetscape features once bids far exceeded 
estimates for the work. An initial $1 million 
omission for a construction was another 
snafu, Browde said.

“You have a fiduciary duty to all people 
who live in this town to respect the fact that 

every dollar they pay in taxes is a dollar they 
don’t get to spend on their kids, that they 
don’t get to spend on things that they want, 
and if you waste these dollars, you don’t 
belong in office,” said Browde.

Browde said she’s also worried about 
the likely difficult traffic scenario near 
Chappaqua Crossing when the project 
opens in about a year. If elected, she plans to 
launch a traffic safety initiative. 

The challenger said she is uncertain how 
much of a success Chappaqua Crossing will 
ultimately be.

Although no official or candidate in either 
slate is supportive of the Conifer affordable 
housing project that will be built on Hunts 

Place, Browde said Greenstein originally 
supported the proposal in 2011 – until he ran 
against it and won two years later. She read a 
2011 e-mail from Greenstein supportive of 
the project at last week’s debate.

She vowed that the Hunts Place residents 
will be welcome in town, particularly if she’s 
supervisor. Browde also said keeping the 
residents safe when they attempt to cross 
the street with a building located so close to 
the short exit ramp of the Saw Mill Parkway 
will be a top priority.

“I don’t care what experts we have to get 
in to do it,” Browde said. “We have to take 
care of it. The town’s first responsibility is to 
make its citizens safe.”

Browde is incensed at the number of fire 
hydrants with substandard water pressure. 
Three fires earlier this year in portions 
of town, two house fires and the yeshiva 
inferno last February, were all made worse 
when firefighters had difficulty getting an 
adequate water supply from the closest 
hydrants. She plans to address the problem 
as soon as she’s in office.

Browde also plans to listen closely not 
only to Chappaqua and Millwood residents 
but those on the far east and west ends 
of town. New Castle residents near the 
Sunshine Children’s Home, which has 
received variances and permits for a major 
expansion, have been dismissed, she said. 
Browde said she has appealed to Sunshine’s 

Browde Pledges a Stronger, More Transparent New Castle

Kristen Browde

By Martin Wilbur
Since Robert Greenstein burst onto New 

Castle’s political scene in 2011, he certainly 
hasn’t conformed to the way politics has 
been conducted in the town.

Running as an independent candidate 
for Town Board in 2011, Greenstein was 
soundly defeated. But he didn’t run and 
hide. Instead, he returned with running 
mates Lisa Katz and Adam Brodsky two 
years later, all running on the Republican 
line, even though none of them are 
registered Republicans, and won his first 
race for supervisor in an overwhelmingly 
Democratic town.

After re-election in 2015, Greenstein, 
50, has once again eschewed New Castle’s 
political norm and is pursuing a third term, 
while his recent predecessors have adhered 
to self-imposed limits of no more than two 
terms.

“The truth is that we have more to do,” 
Greenstein said. “I got involved to make a 
difference and we are making a difference, 
but we have more to do. We started this 
(downtown) project and we want to finish 
it. Chappaqua Crossing was handed to us. 
I think we made it better and I want to see 
it through.”

His administration was the first in 28 
years to update the town’s Comprehensive 
Plan after four years of study and input. It 
paves the way for potential zoning changes 
and more than 180 listed goals for this Town 
Board and future boards to consider.

Greenstein said revitalizing the hamlets, 
particularly downtown Chappaqua, has 
been the priority since before his Team New 
Castle slate was unable to stop Chappaqua 
Crossing. He said one of the first things 
to do if he’s re-elected is to tackle zoning 
changes downtown in hopes of attracting 
mixed-use development and generating 
more foot traffic.

“We want people living downtown,” 
Greenstein said. “That has to be our 
top priority, to get more people living 
downtown, and the train station is 
something we obviously need to study. I 
think one of the first things we need to do is 
reach out to developers and say give us your 
ideas.”

Contrary to the charges made by his 
opponent, Kristen Browde, and her 
running mates, the downtown Chappaqua 
infrastructure and streetscape project is 
off to a good start, Greenstein contended. 
Estimates from the town’s planning 
consultants, WSP Sells, were off by between 
about $4 million and $9 million, but the 
board was able to trim streetscape costs and 
use $1 million in fund balance. The $1.2 
million in contingency and $1 million each 
to be paid to WSP Sells and the construction 
manager, put the total cost of work at $14.78 
million, of which streetscape accounts for 
21 percent of the expense. 

Greenstein said Browde has made 
misinformed claims that his administration 
has been guilty of cost overruns and is 

wasting money.
“The truth is we haven’t spent a penny in 

contingency,” he said. “There is a very good 
chance – we’ve done a lot of excavation, 
there’s no rock, there’s no contaminated soil 
– there’s a very good chance we’re going to 
have $1.2 million to put that stuff back in.”

Despite his original opposition to retail 
at Chappaqua Crossing, Greenstein said 
his administration was handcuffed when 
the prior Town Board adopted the findings 
statement a week before his election. With 
the help of the Planning Board, the project 
was reworked, so two-thirds of the 120,000 
square feet of retail at the former Reader’s 
Digest campus will consist of Whole Foods 
and Lifetime Fitness, limiting small-store 
competition for downtown.

The other project Greenstein campaigned 
against, the Conifer Realty affordable 
housing proposal, is on track to be built 
after site mitigation began over the summer. 
He said to have fought the project, which 
had already been approved, would have 
been foolhardy.

“We would have lost in state court and 
we would have got demolished in federal 
court,” Greenstein said. 

He vowed that once the project is built 
and families have moved in, he will make 
sure they are welcome in town so they avoid 
being stigmatized.

Another effort that has moved forward 
are the sewage diversion projects for 
Yeshiva, Riverwoods and Random Farms, 

Greenstein said. After years of being stalled 
because of a money shortage and the 
inability to get the sewer district certified, 
the town helped facilitate a bifurcation 
process where Yeshiva and Riverwoods will 
divert to Mount Kisco and Random Farms 
to Briarcliff.

Greenstein dismissed claims that he 
has tried to push through the Sunshine 
Children’s Home & Rehabilitation Center 
expansion project, pointing out that the 
application has never been before the town 
board.

He readily acknowledges that he 
approached Ossining officials to bring in 
municipal water not only for Sunshine 

Greenstein Sets Sights on Third Term as New Castle Supervisor
continued on page 10
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By Anna Young
Last November’s election was a wakeup 

call for a lot of citizens. The same is true for 
Kitley Covill. 

She quickly realized that what she 
characterized as poor representation 
within the communities northeast 
Westchester County that comprise the 
Board of Legislators’ District 2, it was 
important for her to run for the district’s 
seat.

“The November election made us all 
ask ourselves what we can do to be better 
and do better, and I found that people 
didn’t know who represented them,” said 
Covill, a Katonah Democrat. “When I then 
further examined the record of the first-
time incumbent, I found we weren’t getting 
the vigorous representation we should be 
getting at the county level.” 

As an attorney, Covill, 63, who started 
her career as a Nassau County assistant 
district attorney, said she’s the best person 
to represent the county. 

She has also worked in the district 
attorney’s office, as assistant chief deputy 
county attorney in charge of the Family 
Court Bureau and Inspector General in 
Yonkers. 

“I’ve worked in and around county and 
municipal government my whole life,” 
she said. “I feel this is a position where I 
am the most well-suited, having looked at 
municipal budgets and having worked for 

the county and other municipalities.”
While Covill said she would never vote 

to increase taxes more than 2 percent, 
the current administration’s position of 
refusing to raise taxes is an unsustainable 
way to run government. She added 
that parks, sewers and water quality 
have suffered as a result of the county’s 
failure to invest in valuable assets for its 
communities. 

“It’s a shell game to say that we’re 
so fabulous,” she said. “It’s trumpeting 
something that is an illusion.”

She also added how Bedford’s sewers 
have suffered and are in need of funding, 
asserting that she will advocate to have the 
county release the appropriate funds to 
take care of the district’s water resources.

Covill said municipalities must find 
better ways to share services, including 
with law enforcement, equipment and 
the installation of solar panels on county 
property to streamline more energy to 
the grid. Town officials should also take 
better advantage of the county’s Planning 
Department, she said.

After the county lost money fighting 
for affordable housing, Covill said she will 
advocate for the restoration of those funds 
in order to provide necessary resources to 
residents, stating how critical it is to have 
affordable housing available for young 
families moving into the county. 

With officials currently looking into 
selling Westchester County Airport to a 
private entity, Covill said unloading the 
county’s last major asset that is still in 
use to fill a short-term budget problem is 
wrong. Any increased use of the airport 
could trigger environmental and noise 
problems, she said.

“If we want to improve the airport 
we have money to do so and we should 
be using it as it’s intended,” Covill said. 
“Purpose driven assets that turn to profit 
driven isn’t a good way to deal with money. 
My biggest problem with this deal is that 

it’s (the airport) very hard to contain once 
we have allowed for a profit-driven entity 
to take over. It’s not the appropriate thing 
to do with this airport.”

In the wake of the Immigrant Protection 
Act vetoe, Covill said officials should 
gather opinions from law enforcement 
leaders and police unions to ensure their 
input is included in any future legislation. 
The immigrant population must also be 
better educated on their rights so they feel 
safer reporting crimes. 

“I think there’s nothing law enforcement 
dislikes more than fuzzy wuzzy politicians,” 
she said. “I think it’s much easier for a guy 
out there risking his life to know what their 
parameters are, especially in the immigrant 
community.”

Covill said the County Center should 
also be off limits to future gun shows, 
stating that hosting the show on county 
property sends the wrong message. 

In order to boost communication 
throughout District 2, which includes 
Mount Kisco, Bedord, Lewisboro, Pound 
Ridge, North Salem and parts of Somers, 
Covill said she would visit each of the six 
municipalities monthly in order to speak 
with residents and listen to their needs. 
Covill criticized incumbent Republican 
Legislator Francis Corcoran for not being a 
more active part of the community. 

“It’s the best way to stay in touch with 

Covill Seeks to Improve Overall Representation in District 2

By Anna Young
Francis Corcoran may be finishing his 

first two-year term on the county Board of 
Legislators, but it hasn’t taken him long to 
enjoy the experience.

“I’m running again because I love it 
and I really do feel like I’m making a 
difference,” said Corcoran, 54, who spent 
13 years on the Bedford Town Board. “I’m 
helping to change peoples’ lives and for 
me it’s true public service; it’s an honor 
and a privilege to be an elected official to 
represent everybody, to hear the things 
that are important to them and try to find 
ways to work to get those things that they 
need.”

Corcoran said his proudest moment of 
the past two years came when he received 
funding to lease a center for domestic 
violence in Lewisboro. While similar 
services are available elsewhere in the 
county, Corcoran said the facility is more 
accessible to those living in northern 
Westchester, including his district’s 
residents.

“It’s important for people to know that 
services like this are at your doorstep,” 
Corcoran said.

The intermunicipal agreement between 
local elected officials is a prime example 
of shared services, Corcoran said. County 
officials need to continue finding ways to 
share resources and offset taxes at the local 
level. 

Corcoran said he doesn’t believe in 
raising taxes, but claimed property taxes 
must always be evaluated. He added 
that workforce housing should be made 
available to first responders who can’t 
afford a down payment on a house. 

“We’re paying way too much in taxes, 
and especially in northern Westchester,” 
Corcoran said. “We’re more of a donor 
district than a receiver district.”

In order to maintain taxes, the county 
needs to find opportunities to increase 
revenue. Leasing the county airport could 
potentially maximize assets, ultimately 
taking pressure off the operating and 
capital budget. 

Corcoran, the only Republican on the 
three-member task force examining the 
county airport, said County Executive Rob 
Astorino’s original deal to lease the airport 
began as a conversation into how it is being 
operated and maintained. He said the task 
force is forming a broader, more expansive 
and transparent proposal to determine if 
the idea is worth supporting. 

“We’ve spent hundreds of hours 
choosing a consultant to put together 
the RFP, reading the RFP, meeting with 
bidders, now getting to recommend one 
who we think would be the best operator 
and deal for the county,” Corcoran said. 
“My mind is not set, and a majority of my 
colleagues are open-minded about this 
because we don’t know until we see what 

the numbers are and how it’s going to work 
and what it’s going to do for the county.”

He added the contract would follow 
the guidelines of the existing terminal 
use agreement, meaning no expansion 
to the airport, no increase in the number 
of gates, no new runways and stricter 
environmental protections. 

“I don’t want expansion, nobody wants 
expansion,” he said. “This is an economic 
stimulant. We’re making it better, more 
accessible and efficient.”

Corcoran voted against the controversial 
Immigrant Protection Act, explaining 
that he couldn’t vote for a bill that law 
enforcement didn’t support. Initially, he 
said, he wanted to back the legislation, but 
couldn’t in its final form. 

“At the end of the day, it was a cynical, 
political move to rush it out of the 
committee with law enforcement still 
sitting down there at the end wanting to 
make some changes to it, to get it to the 
floor to a vote,” he said. “Had it included 
some of the things law enforcement had 
hoped for, I would have supported it.”

Corcoran said had the immigrant 
community been unsafe he would have 
supported a measure that gave them greater 
protection. However, the county and its 
police does not engage in immigration 
enforcement. He added that Astorino’s 
executive order, which received police 
support, was the right move. 

Opponent Kitley Covill has stated that 
she doesn’t believe Corcoran has been a 
presence in the community or done enough 
to serve the district. Corcoran refuted 
that assertion, stating that he works hard 
throughout the district attending events, 
ribbon cuttings, forums and speaking with 
residents and town supervisors on a daily 
basis. When he’s not in the district, he’s 
representing constituents in White Plains.

While tensions have run deep on the 

Corcoran Hoping Second Term is in His Future on County Board

Kitley Covill

Francis Corcoran

continued on page 10
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Cunzio Strives to Continue Making Difference on County Board
By Anna Young

First-term County Legislator Margaret 
Cunzio believes she has done her due 
diligence serving the county and is ready for 
another term. 

“When I took this position, I pledged 
to do 110 percent. It was not about me, it’s 
about representing the constituents and 
representing the district,” said Cunzio, 
a registered Conservative representing 
District 3 on the Board of Legislators. “I 
always try to walk a mile in someone’s shoes 
and think to myself if there is anything I can 
do to make Westchester more affordable.”

Throughout her first term, the 
Thornwood resident said she is proud of the 
headway made getting several projects off 
the ground or to move them forward.

Cunzio, 42, said approval of the first-of-
its-kind 99-year lease for the proposed $1.2 
billion biomedical complex at Valhalla’s 
Grasslands campus was a strong nonpartisan 
approach taken by the board. She added 
how the anticipated $9 million total tax 
revenue will be a boon to commerce, help 
taxpayers and small businesses, create jobs 
and increase property values. 

“Economic development is really the 
key,” Cunzio said. “I was very proud of that 
project.”

Work to improve safety on hazardous 
Commerce Street in Hawthorne where 
a pedestrian was killed in 2013 and the 
progress made toward refurbishment of 
Miller House/Washington Headquarters 

in North White Plains and eventually 
transferring title of the historic site to North 
Castle has been satisfying.

“Even though this job is listed as a part-
time position, if you do it well and you do it 
right, it’s really not,” Cunzio said. “You have 
to be at the table to be a voice and to raise 
your hand and represent the district. And 
I think I’ve done a very good job at doing 
that.”

Despite Westchester recently being 
named a fiscally stressed county by the state 
comptroller’s office, Cunzio said she would 
like to continue maintaining a steady tax 
levy. An increase would negatively impact 
residents on fixed incomes.

Cunzio added that she would rather 
improve economic development before 
raising taxes. She also wants to form a 
task force that explores creative ways 
municipalities can share services. 

With her opponent, Democrat Daren 
Tolz, and many residents concerned about 
a potential Westchester County Airport 
privatization contract, Cunzio said she has 
not taken a position on the proposed project 
due to a lack of information. She has spent 
countless hours studying the airport Master 
Plan and meeting with environmental 
groups, airport managers and residents to 
gain a better grasp of the issue. 

She said she couldn’t take a position on 
the airport until she sees all the facts. 

“I live in the flight path. I grew up in 
Armonk. For me, it’s important to weigh 

out all the facts and we don’t have them,” 
Cunzio said. “I don’t know if it’s a good deal; 
you have to be objective, fair and you really 
have to look at the facts.”

On the Immigrant Protection Act 
(IPA), Cunzio said she couldn’t agree 
with legislation that law enforcement 
couldn’t support. She also questioned some 
legislators’ motivation, stating that the act 
was forced to a vote despite opposition. 

“I felt that if we had continued to meet 
at the table and have a conversation we 
could have come up with legislation that 
could have been agreed upon unanimously, 
but we were cut off at the knees,” she said. 
“In my mind it wasn’t about the welfare of 
people, it was a political agenda because it 
was an election year.”

During the campaign, Tolz has questioned 
her commitment to the board. Cunzio was 
absent for the initial IPA vote because she 
was away for her 20th wedding anniversary. 
She said she appeared at every committee 
meeting to make suggestions and listen to 
all arguments. 

Despite her opposition to the measure, 
she praised County Executive Rob Astorino 
for crafting an executive order to protect 
the immigrant community and District 
Attorney Anthony Scarpino for creating a 
safe place for immigrants to report crime 
without fear of deportation. 

Tolz has alleged that she votes on issues 
the way Astorino expects her to. 

“I’m actually a little offended by that, 

because as an independent woman, to 
assume that I would have to rely on a man 
to vote I think is kind of offensive,” Cunzio 
said. “I vote the way I feel is best for the 
district, so there are things we agree on and 
there are things we don’t agree on.”

If re-elected, Cunzio said she is going 
to dedicate herself to finding affordable 
housing opportunities for seniors and 
families so they aren’t forced to leave the 
county due to high property taxes. 

“We need to take care of the people 

By Anna Young
Following last November’s election, 

first-time candidate Daren Tolz said he 
became motivated to make a change in his 
community and Westchester County.

Aggravated with county and district 
representation, Tolz, 53, said County 
Executive Rob Astorino and incumbent 
Legislator Margaret Cunzio have failed to 
serve their constituents. 

“She (Cunzio) only represents Astorino 
and that’s it; she gives him whatever he 
wants and I have seen no evidence of the 
contrary and it’s frustrating,” said Tolz, an 
Armonk resident and Cunzio’s Democratic 
challenger in the Board of Legislators’ 
District 3 race. “She’s not an independent at 
all. She has no courage, she doesn’t speak.” 

Throughout the year, Tolz has been 
motivated to stop any privatization deal for 
Westchester County Airport, alleging that 
Astorino is looking to make quick money to 
close a budget gap that will ultimately cost 
residents millions of dollars. 

“There’s a quality of life issue for those of 
us around the airport,” he said. “I think at 
the end of the day, no matter what deal they 
get, there’s a huge risk.”

While Cunzio stated that a report 
regarding the future plans for the facility 
have yet to be released, Tolz said handing 
control of the airport to a private entity 
is a poor decision that is likely to lead to 

expansion and increased air traffic.
“It’s irresponsible,” he said. “You’re 

supposed to actually care about the people.”
Tolz, said while he isn’t well-versed 

in the fine details of the proposed $1.2 
billion biomedical complex for Valhalla’s 
Grasslands campus, he would be in support 
of projects that benefit the county, receive 
bipartisan support and create jobs. 

Tolz, who worked in the financial 
industry, was a small business owner and is 
now a teacher, said county finances are being 
mismanaged. The Astorino administration’s 
willingness to sell important county assets, 
such as the airport, will cause future 
problems. He added how a third-party 
entity should be sought to determine what 
budget problems exist. 

“If Westchester is bankrupt, that’s when 
you sell assets. If you’re not bankrupt it’s a 
poor choice to start selling assets because in 
the long run it’s going to cause tremendous 
problems,” Tolz said. “You don’t borrow 
long-term to pay short-term debts. I just 
can’t believe this is real, especially in a 
wealthy community.” 

He added he would work to lower 
or maintain taxes. Changes within the 
county executive’s office and on the Board 
of Legislators are needed to improve 
Westchester’s fiscal stress. 

Furthermore, he said while municipal 
officials are doing their part to share 

services, he would spend time exploring 
other ways to forge partnerships.

Tolz said county officials should encourage 
municipalities to create opportunities for 
affordable housing, stating that there’s a 
misconception that affordable housing is 
only meant for subsidized residents. 

“We need affordable housing,” Tolz said. 
“We need to make sure there is affordable 
housing throughout Westchester County 
and that the local people who live in those 
local towns are happy with the way that it’s 
done.”

Although the Immigrant Protection 
Act, a bill that would have restrained 
Westchester from using its resources for 
immigration enforcement, was unable to 
survive Astorino’s veto, Tolz said a danger 
is posed without the legislation because 
undocumented people are too afraid to go 
to the police if they are victims of a crime or 
witness an offense. 

“Why wouldn’t we put that in place, we 
want cooperation,” Tolz said. “I think it’s our 
job in Westchester County to protect our 
citizens from this sort of thing and I think 
the Immigrant Protection Act represents 
that to a large extent.”

Tolz also criticized Cunzio for being 
absent for the initial IPA vote. She voted 
against the veto override.

“She never states her position on 
anything, I think, because she doesn’t want 

people to know her position,” Tolz alleged. 
“I will state my position on everything. I am 
a strong believer in complete transparency.”

Tolz said an example of Cunzio failing 
to step up is the Miller House/Washington 
Headquarters refurbishment project that 
would also transfer title from the county 
to the Town of North Castle once work 
is complete. The historic site, if saved, 

Challenger Tolz Hopes to Gain Foothold on Board of Legislators

Margaret Cunzio

Daren Tolz

continued on page 10

continued on page 10
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taking away parking spaces at the train 
station to build.

At Chappaqua Crossing, Pool said the 
decision to provide Lifetime Fitness with 
an escape clause in their lease to vacate if 
they’re not successful. 

“What that means is we have the potential 
in three years to have up to 26 additional 
small stores at Chappaqua Crossing,” Pool 
said. “That would devastate our downtown.”

With the $1.5 million payment from 
Summit/Greenfield that was originally 
earmarked for the now aborted Chap Line, 
that money should be used to conduct 
studies to help downtown merchants, she 
said.

Pool said her opponents should have 
made a better effort to convince Conifer 
to move the affordable housing project 
from Hunts Place to Washington Avenue, 
and possibly rezone the land.

A committee will make recommendations 
to revise the village’s Comprehensive Plan. 
Officials plan to explore a transit oriented 
district that would include mixed-use 
buildings, Markus said.

He said the village must “attract the kinds 
of businesses that people want to see.”

“I think Mount Kisco is still a go-to 
destination,” Markus said.  

Comments that the village was slow to 
respond to the rash of vacancies was unfair 
criticism. 

“I think it was pretty swift and pretty 
aggressive,” he said. “Things in government 
take longer than in private industry.” 

Markus said no contract has been signed 
for the 129-unit senior housing project 
proposed for Kisco Mountain. The project 
and the sale of the property is on hold after 
the board heard a torrent of criticism from 
residents. Markus is leaning in favor of 
preserving Kisco Mountain.

“They educated the board with a lot more 
information,’ he said. “It wasn’t something 
I was briefed on all the time.” 

who live here and the people who raised 
their families here,” she said. “We really 
should make a conscientious effort to keep 
Westchester affordable.”

With several residents, including her 
opponent, comparing Republican and 
GOP-endorsed lawmakers to President 

Donald Trump, Cunzio stressed that what’s 
going on in Washington does not define 
Westchester.

“Being able to give back is why I got 
involved in this,” Cunzio said. “My goal is 
to make sure the county is a little bit better 
than when I came in. It’s not about me, it’s 
about the people.”people,” she said. “We have lost some of 

that nonpartisan conversation and I don’t 
think it helps to be divisive. We get much 

more when we have a dialogue, when we 
have transparency and when we find out 
where we have common ground.”

working with village officials and residents 
by scheduling quarterly meetings regarding 
overcrowded, illegal dwellings because 
landlords are failing to follow housing 
regulations, she said. 

A related problem that must be addressed 
is tenants subletting their apartment to 
others illegally, she said. She advocates 
working with the community to educate to 
landlords and tenants. 

community.” 
Cindrich said he has good relationships 

with elected officials from both major 
parties, including Republican County 

Executive Rob Astorino and Democratic 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 

“I consider that one of my attributes; party 
lines mean nothing to me,” Cindrich said. 

on immigration status. Anyone who seeks 
police help or to report a crime will also not 
be in jeopardy, he said.

Despite his unsuccessful gubernatorial 
run in 2014 and Latimer’s insistence that 
he’s eyeing a rematch with Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo next year, Astorino said he doesn’t 
see that happening. He expects a strong crop 
of Republican candidates to line up.

Astorino did have a message for voters 
disgusted with Washington who might look 
to punish any Republican on the ballot.

“Just yelling Donald Trump every day 
might be (Latimer’s) message, but people 
who want to go vote, who want to protest 
vote against Donald Trump, Donald Trump 
is still going to be president the next day and 
next year and all you’re going to do is vote to 
raise your taxes,” he said.

federal government,” Latimer said. “I don’t 
want Joe Arpaio policing in Westchester.”

Latimer said he’s optimistic that an 
energized Democratic base as well 
as increasing awareness of Astorino’s 
decisions by the public that run counter to 

Westchester values.
“All of us do get some shelf life after 

you’ve been around so long and there’s a 
series of decisions he’s made that for the 
Democratic base is very controversial,” he 
said.

continued from page E2 continued from page E3

continued from page E4

Latimer Hopes to Oust Astorino, Open Next 
Chapter in Political Career

Astorino Looks for Four More Years in County 
Executive’s Office

Cindrich Seeks Eighth Term in Mount Kisco 
Mayoral Election

Restaurateur Challenges Incumbents in Mt. 
Kisco Trustees Race

continued from page E5

Challenger Tolz Hopes to Gain Foothold on 
Board of Legislators

continued from page E6

Fresh Candidates Markels, Pool Challenge 
Team New Castle

continued from page E9

Cunzio Strives to Continue Making Difference 
on County Board

continued from page E8z

Covill Seeks to Improve Overall Representation 
in District 2

continued from page E5

First-Time Candidate Picinich Challenges 
Cindrich in Mt. Kisco

continued from page E8z

Corcoran Hoping Second Term is in His Future 
on County Board
Board of Legislators regarding gun control, 
immigration and the airport, Corcoran said 
he doesn’t engage in the political bickering, 
but rather works to bring fairness and a 
collegial atmosphere. 

“I’m really proud to represent northern 
Westchester. I’m doing this because I’m a 
public servant and I’m trying to do the best 
I can for the people in our community,” 
Corcoran said.

would be an asset by generating revenue 
and creating space to hold community 
functions. He expressed disappointment 
that no commitments have been made to 
move the project forward over the last two 
years. 

“If you look at her accomplishments 

there’s really nothing,” he said. “She has no 
power, it’s an embarrassment.”

If elected, Tolz said he will be engaged 
with the community and serve Westchester’s 
needs.

“Local politics really matters,” Tolz said. 
“The goal of a legislator is to represent the 
people.”

continued from page E9

owner to relocate operations to another area 
of town.

She said Greenstein and the board erred 
when allowing the Zoning Board of Appeals 
to become lead agency instead of the more 
experienced Planning Board. 

Browde also said she would get rid of all 
floating zones to discourage inappropriate 

development, such as what has been 
proposed at the 96-acre Rosehill property 
on Route 128.

“I’m not opposed to (the developer) doing 
something great with that property, but it’s 
got be connected with the water supply and 
the sewage, and then it’s got to be something 
that’s not completely out of proportion to 
the neighborhood,” Browde said.

continued from page E6

Browde Pledges a Stronger, More Transparent 
New Castle

but for residents, which would have been 
helpful for firefighting.

Greenstein said the town’s fiscal record 
has been strong in his time in office with 
minimal tax increases that have been 
well below the tax cap while providing 
additional amenities such as the Chappaqua 
Performing Arts Center, a new playground 
at Gedney Park and a new basketball court 
being constructed behind Town Hall.

“We have a track record. We get stuff 
done,” he said.

Greenstein brushes off being portrayed by 

Browde and the opposing slate as a Trump-
style Republican, reminding the public he 
is registered Democrat. For every photo 
they have of him with Republican state Sen. 
Terrence Murphy and Rob Astorino, he has 
photos of himself with Rep. Nita Lowey and 
the Clintons.

“You may not like me, but what you see 
is what you get,” Greenstein said. “I’m just 
trying to make the community better and 
set a good example for my kids. I never said 
I was perfect but we’ve done some pretty 
darn good things.”

Greenstein Sets Sights on Third Term as New 
Castle Supervisor
continued from page E6
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We are for and about Mount Kisco. 
People, not politics.

MAYOR TRUSTEE
NOV 7TH

&
“Picinich & Albanese 4MK” Paid for by Friends of Gina & Isi

Gina Picinich & Isi Albanese

We’re endorsed by people from our community, not career politicians. 
Ask former mayors Pat Reilly and Ferd Vetare why they think Picinich & Albanese are 
good for Mount Kisco. Talk to your neighbors who attended the standing-room-only 
League of Women Voters Candidates Forum, or chat with a local business owner.   
You’ll  discover that we’re all on the same page. It’s time for a change, Mount Kisco.

“ I’ve seen Gina in action 
as she brings people 
of diverse viewpoints 
and political opinions 
together. She listens. 
She keeps an open 
mind and manages to 
find common ground in 
the pursuit of solutions. 
I think her skills as a 
problem solver and 
facilitator would serve 
her well as Mayor.

—Kristina W.”
—Kim T.

VOTE4MK.COM

Isi Albanese, who is running for Trustee, is the first  to admit 
he is not a politician. ... He is a successful businessman and a 
down to earth “people person” who is ready, willing and able to 
listen and learn. 

“
”

If our current adminis-
tration was effective, we 
wouldn’t have so many 
businesses complaining 
about the tremendous 
challenges of doing 
business in Mount Kisco.

—Keith F.

“

”


