
By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant residents came out in 

force last week to condemn proposals 
presented by Town Engineer David Smyth 
to close the Commerce Street and Cleveland 
Street grade crossings in Valhalla. 

Town officials were joined at the Oct. 
24 meeting by officials from the state 
Department of Transportation (DOT) and 
the Metropolitan Transpiration Authority 
(MTA).

The Commerce Street crossing is where 
six people died, including five passengers 
on a northbound Harlem line train, when 
an SUV was struck on the tracks on Feb. 3, 
2015. The town cannot decide on its own 
to close the two grade crossings, but could 
make a formal recommendation to the 
DOT. The proposal would cost the state $13 

million. 
Councilman Mark Rubeo said if the two 

crossings were to be closed the town should 
not be responsible for any of the costs. 

Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi, who has 
previously supported closing the two 
crossings, said the Town Board is responsible 
for the safety of its residents. 

The purpose of the report is to improve 
safety, Smyth said. If the Cleveland Street 
crossing were to be closed, a new road 
could connect Kensico Avenue with Legion 
Drive, he added. One possibility would be 
to construct a pedestrian bridge to allow 
commuters to walk to the train station.

An estimated 1,000 vehicles a day would 
be rerouted to Lakeview Avenue as a result 
of a Commerce Street closure. 

Resident Mark D’Ambrosio was one of 

By Martin Wilbur
The opposing slates in this year’s 

New Castle election have accused each 
other of unethical action for the mass 
transmission of unsolicited campaign-
related messages.

Scores of town residents have been 
troubled by the influx of e-mail blasts 
from Team New Castle, and have 
questioned whether its candidates, 
Supervisor Robert Greenstein and 
council members Lisa Katz and Adam 
Brodsky, had used the e-mail list of the 
town’s e-newsletter.

The matter, which has been the source 
of social media discussion in recent 
weeks, erupted last Wednesday night 
during the League of Women Voters 
debate at the Chappaqua Public Library.

“They’ve been using the vendor of the 
town e-mail list that sends out the town 
e-mails,” Democratic challenger for 
Town Board Gail Markels said during 
the Oct. 25 debate. “They’re paying them 
separately and that vendor is sending out 
the political e-mails. That’s the truth.”

Markels called using the town’s e-mail 
list an ethical violation.

“Wow, that’s a huge accusation,” 
Brodsky responded before the debate 
moderator regained control of the forum.

The following evening large groups 
of town residents reported receiving 
a personalized text message from the 
Working Families Party on behalf of 
Kristen Browde, who is challenging 
Greenstein on the Democratic ticket for 
supervisor.

By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board approved 

buying the Anita Louise Ehrman (ALE) 
Recreation Center swimming pool 
complex for $728,000 last week from the 
nonprofit organization that rebuilt the 
facility more than a decade ago.

Citing strong membership numbers 
since the town entered into a licensing 
agreement with ALE in 2015, the board 
authorized paying for the Greenway Road 
complex through a Bond Anticipation 
Note (BAN) that will be paid off in five 
years, said Supervisor Michael Schiliro.

Membership has been consistently 
strong for the three summers that the 
town has operated the pool under the 
licensing agreement, ranging between 
450 and 460 households with about 1,500 
individual passholders, according to Matt 
Trainor, superintendent of recreation and 
parks.

“There was an opportunity now. We 
didn’t know if it would occur or not but 

there’s an opportunity to purchase it at 
what I believe is a very fair price and that’s 
up for consideration tonight,” Schiliro 
said.

In 2016 and 2017, operating expenses 
were $297,000 and $299,000, respectively, 
while revenues have ranged between 
$211,000 and $219,000, Trainor said. 
Expenses have included the $114,000 
annual licensing fee, making the pool 
marginally successful operationally.

The opportunity came about after ALE 
ran into financial difficulty following its 
2006 refurbishment of the complex. By 
2012, a local resident operated the pool 
for three summers but was unable to 
continue. Then the town was approached 
by ALE to see if it wanted to buy the 
complex. While the town was interested, 
officials decided to operate the facility for 
at least a few years to see if it could hold 
its own financially.

Although the board unanimously 
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The Anita Louise Ehrman pool complex in Armonk was acquired last week by the Town of  North Castle 
for $728,000.



October 31 - November 6, 2017 The Examiner2

approved the resolution last week, a few 
residents questioned whether it was a 
prudent financial decision. Armonk 
resident Ann Dantzig said the board 
was effectively bailing out an entity with 
taxpayer money, setting a poor precedent. 

With the town on the hook for another 
five years to pay off the BAN, that will 
be at least eight years where the town is 
subsidizing the pool, she said.

“If you’re buying the pool so they can 
pay off their debt, you’re bailing them 

out,” Dantzig said. “I know you don’t like 
that term.”

But Councilman Stephen D’Angelo said 
putting aside that significant numbers of 
people enjoy the pool, the property was 
appraised for more than $1.9 million in 
2011, and the town is acquiring an asset 
for less than half of that sum.

“That alone on the face of it is good 
for the town,” D’Angelo said. “The fact 
that there is a pool that will operationally 
break even every year going forward, and 
as the supervisor said, 1,500 people in 

this town enjoy the pool, everybody wins 
here.”

Before the licensing agreement the 
town was paying $55,000 a year so the 
municipal summer camp had access to 
the pool, said Councilman Jose Berra. If 
the facility wasn’t open, the town would 
have to bus its campers somewhere out 
of town to swim, severely impacting the 
viability of the camp, he said.

Larry Ruisi, a member of the town’s 
Budget and Finance Advisory Committee, 
agreed that with interest rates for the BAN 

between 1 and 2 percent it’s an excellent 
decision.

“The benefit of having the camp and 
having the pool in this town raises 
everybody’s real estate values,” he said. 
“This has been prudent and well-thought 
out and the numbers make a lot of sense.”

Over the next five years, the town will 
pay about $155,000 annually to pay off 
the debt service and principal.

North White Plains resident Anthony 
Futia said he was skeptical about the 
purchase and opposed the town taking 
on additional debt despite the low interest 
rate. 

“The reason for borrowing money is 
because it’s so cheap. Well, the town is not 
Microsoft or Apple,” he said. “If you don’t 
have to borrow money it’s a lot cheaper 
not to have to borrow money.”

Resident Susan Shimer supported the 
town’s decision even though she doesn’t 
use the pool.

“Do I want a pool for the town? Do I 
consider that an appropriate amenity? 
Yes, I do and if it costs a little bit, then so 
be it,” Shimer said.

The town also passed a resolution to 
spend about $35,000 on covers for the 
main pool, the area of the mushroom 
that streams water and the kiddie pool. 
Trainor said the covers would help protect 
the pool from the elements during the off 
season.

North Castle Approves Purchase of Armonk Pool Complex
continued from page 1

several residents who spoke out against the 
potential closures. He said driver error was 
to blame for the 2015 accident.

“A speeding train will win every time,” 
D’Ambrosio said.  

Resident Rocco Derubeis said he did not 
want the state to “dictate” the closing of the 
crossings to the town. That would create 
more traffic headaches and safety issues 
than before, Derubeis said. 

“My wife can’t make a left on Legion 
Drive,” he said.

He called for traffic and environmental 
studies to be completed before any closures 
are agreed to.

Derubeis criticized Fulgenzi for 
previously seeking the closures. He said 

the rest of the board would eventually be a 
“rubber stamp” and follow the supervisor’s 
lead. 

Though Fulgenzi acknowledged that he 
did support the closures in the past, the 
proposals will be studied in a joint effort by 
the town and state, he said.

Resident Laura Centi, who criticized 
the town for failing to adequately notify 
residents about last week’s meeting, pressed 
for answers about where Mount Pleasant 
proceeds from here. If Cleveland Street is a 
hazard, there should be safety measures put 
in place as soon as possible. 

Smyth said some motorists have been 
trying to beat the safety barriers before the 
barriers descend. During one study of the 
Commerce Street crossing, two cars went 

around the gates, even with a clearly visible 
police presence, he said.

Discussion on the issue is scheduled 
to continue at the Nov. 14 Town Board 
meeting. Fulgenzi said no decision has been 
made and the town isn’t being pressured by 
the state to recommend closures.

“Our concern is the safety of the 
community, not to make your lives 
miserable,” Fulgenzi said.

Councilman Nichols DiPaolo said after 
listening to comments made at the meeting, 
he had more questions than before. 
Alternatives to the grade crossings need to 
be considered along with a required traffic 
study, he said. 

Mt. Pleasant Residents Blast Possible Grade Crossing Closures

Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2017
Time: 6:00 - 7:30pm
Location: Northern Westchester Hospital
1st Floor Conference Center
400 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549

Light refreshments to be served.

400 East Main Street | Mount Kisco, NY 10549 | www.nwhorthoandspine.org 
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By Martin Wilbur
The bitter campaign for Westchester 

County executive intensified last week 
as the camp for Republican incumbent 
Rob Astorino and Democratic 
challenger George Latimer hurled 
a torrent of wild statements and 
accusations at each other.

On Wednesday, Latimer called for the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
to investigate Astorino for accepting 
more than $200,000 in campaign 
contributions from 28 firms that had 
received a combined $55.7 million in 
county contracts related to Westchester 
County Airport.

Latimer said that with Astorino 
supporting privatization of the airport 
he has been infected by the pay-to-play 
culture.

“Privatizing our airport will let 
Astorino dole even more county 
contracts to his political donors while 
Westchester resident get left paying the 
bills,” Latimer said. “This is the kind of 
pay-to-play tactics we’ve come to expect 
from Rob Astorino and the FAA should 
investigate before the county moves 
forward with its RFP.”

On the same day, Latimer also 
denounced Robert Mercer, a Suffolk 
County resident and a member of the 
alt-right who has helped fund Steven 
Bannon’s efforts, for planning to pump 

$1 million into Astorino’s campaign in 
the waning days of the race. He said 
the county executive already has a $4.5 
million war chest, fueling speculation 
that Astorino knows he’s in trouble.

“We can’t be doing badly in this 
campaign,” Latimer said. “Otherwise, 
he wouldn’t need to tap into additional 
money.”

Astorino’s campaign hit back hard. 
Spokesman Bill O’Reilly didn’t miss 
the opportunity to raise the issue of 
Latimer’s property tax delinquency, 
which the state senator has said is a 
result of his wife having inherited her 
mother’s house. Latimer has said that 
unpaid tax bills date back five years 
because she is embroiled in a legal battle 
with relatives.

“George Latimer needs to stop with 
the conspiracy theories and pay the 
five years in back school taxes he owes,” 
O’Reilly said. “Every day he comes up 
with another discreditable false attack 
to avoid the question: When are you 
going to pay the $48,742 in back taxes 
you owe, Senator? How does the ranking 
member of the Senate Education refuse 
to pay his school taxes?”

On Thursday, Latimer called on 
Astorino to resign from office after a 
donor, Jona Rechnitz, testified in the 
federal corruption trial of Norman 
Seabrook last week that Astorino 

requested a Rolex watch valued 
at $10,000, according to Latimer’s 
campaign. Rechnitz’s JSR Capital also 
donated $15,000 to Astorino’s campaign 
just three days after the county executive 
supposedly appointed Rechnitz and 
another man as police chaplains despite 
lacking the credentials. 

“George Latimer is a pathetic tax 
deadbeat who will stop at nothing to 
take the spotlight off his train wreck 
of personal and financial liabilities,” 
O’Reilly said in another statement. 
“Here’s a sitting state senator who owes 
five years in school taxes, skipped the 
state budget vote to jet off to a secretive 
London rendezvous, has had his car 

registration suspended since July for 
failure to pay parking tickets calling on 
someone else to resign? 

“County Executive Astorino has done 
nothing wrong, nor has he been accused 
of doing anything wrong. If anyone 
should be resigning from office, it’s 
five-year tax deadbeat George Latimer.” 

On Friday, it was the Astorino 
campaign’s turn to play up the 
published report that Latimer had his 
car registration suspended for owing 
about $1,400 in unpaid parking tickets. 
It was reported last week by Lohud.com 
that Latimer had his vehicle registration 
suspended in July.

Latimer had said in the article that he 
hasn’t been driving the vehicle, a 2014 
Jeep but was then spotted two hours 
later operating it. He also drove the car 
to a candidate’s forum on Sept. 27 in 
Somers, according to O’Reilly.

“George Latimer has more than a 
tax problem; he has a fundamental 
honesty problem,” O’Reilly said. “Day 
after day Mr. Latimer is caught lying 
about something else – it’s almost 
pathological. When he’s caught in one 
lie, he manufactures another and then 
another. George Latimer needs to come 
clean about the five years in school 
taxes he owes and about his dangerous 
and illegal driving around Westchester 
County.” 

George Latimer at one of  his press conferences 
last week in White Plains where he made a series 
of  allegations against County Executive Rob 
Astorino.

Astorino, Latimer Campaign Turns Into Nasty Slugfest
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Greenstein said Team New Castle 
has been using e-mails that the three 
candidates have acquired through their 
personal accounts, not the town list. 
They are also using Taikun, the same 
vendor that dispenses the town e-mail 
blasts.

The campaign has “absolutely, 100 
percent” not used the town e-mail list, 
Greenstein said.

He then charged that the text message 
is flap is far more serious because the 
mass, personalized message to perhaps 
hundreds of residents at the same time 

last Thursday could have run afoul of 
FCC law. 

“The is the type of stuff that happens 
on the national level,” Greemstein said. 
“I know now that it doesn’t really fly in 
our community. People are offended by 
it.”

One of Browde’s running mates, Ivy 
Pool, said she was deeply troubled by the 
text message.

“I’m shocked and frankly appalled that 
the text messages were sent out,” Pool 
said. “I never would have anticipated 
that – or the e-mails.”

Katz said with the amount of money 

the New Castle Democratic slate has 
raised in this campaign it’s not suprising.

“I think our opponents are very 
well-funded and they’re getting a lot of 
money from outside sources, and when 
you bring in outside political influences 
and you have paid advisers running 
your campaigns, they do a lot of this 
that maybe shouldn’t be done in a local 
election,” Katz said.

Pool said the difference is that once 
Browde learned of the texts she reached 
out to the Working Families Party and 
demanded they be stopped. That has not 
occurred with their opponents, she said.

Meanwhile, plenty of residents, 
including many Democrats, believe 
that the Team New Castle campaign of 
Greenstein, Brodsky and Katz continues 
to use the town e-mail list.

Michael Weinberg, a Democratic 
district leader, said suspicions were 
raised because on the Team New Castle 
financial disclosure forms, payments 
totaling $1,267.50 have been sent to a 
Derek Miller at his home address in 
Haddonfield, N.J. for “website updates.”

A search of Miller’s LinkedIn profile 

reveals that he’s the digital marketing 
manager for Taikun.

Campaign payments were also found 
to have been sent to a Michael Clair in 
2015 totaling $1,950. At the time, Clair 
was marketing director for Taikun.

Weinberg said he knew Greenstein 
from when he created the Chappaqua-
Millwood Chamber of Commerce so 
he could have landed on his e-mail list. 
But Weinberg’s wife, who he described 
as apolitical, began receiving the same 
Team New Castle messages. She did 
not sign up for Team New Castle blasts, 
he said, but does subscribe to the town 
e-newsletter.

“Either there’s a conflict of interest or 
they’re using the same list,” Weinberg 
said.

Greenstein dismissed the allegations 
on Monday, calling their opponents’ 
conclusions “pure speculation.”

He said that since the account was 
created, the Team New Castle subscriber 
list has accumulated 6,477 subscribers. 
Meanwhile, the Mail Chimp summary 
for the town e-newsletter currently has 
8,040 subscribers.

Illicit Transmission of Campaign Literature Charged in New Castle
continued from page 1
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By Erin Maher
Attendance was sparse last Tuesday night 

at a public hearing [for] on a draft of the 
North Castle updated Comprehensive Plan. 
If adopted, this would be the first time there 
would be multiple revisions to the Plan in 
more than 20 years.

The meeting, held at Hergenhan 
Recreation Center in Armonk, was 
hosted by the town’s Comprehensive Plan 
Steering Committee, which was looking 
for recommendations from citizens on the 
current draft of the plan.

North Castle Director of Planning Adam 
Kaufman introduced Frank Fish and Susan 
Favate of BFJ Planning, the company 
retained by the town to oversee the updated 
Comprehensive Plan. The process began 
last spring when the town held workshops 
in each of the three hamlets to gain feedback 
from the community regarding potential 
changes they hoped to see in North Castle.

A key point in the draft plan discussed 
last week was the necessity for a state 
Department of Transportation (DOT) 
study to be conducted for Route 22 in 
North White Plains. Currently, Route 22 
experiences major congestion during peak 
commuting times. To help alleviate the 
backups, officials have proposed a wide-
ranging study of the corridor to explore 
how the situation could be improved. 

Also discussed were water supply issues 
in North Castle’s Water District 4, which 

takes in most of Armonk, that must be 
addressed, Fish said. 

An additional issue addressed in the 
Steering Committee’s draft is the current 
School Street culvert where it crosses 
Wampus Brook, Favate said. She said the 
culvert needs to be replaced. Also, dredging 
the pond and the brook area should be 
undertaken.

Several residents who spoke at the 
hearing raised concerns about the potential 
privatization of Westchester County Airport 
and its impact on traffic, the environment 
and quality of life. The town does not 
have control of land at the airport with 
the exception of areas of New King Street, 
Kaufman said.

The new plan will also tackle how to 
strengthen and grow the town’s commercial 
and industrial base. Favate said many of 
the goals that were in the 1996 plan remain 
relevant today.

“There are not a whole lot of changes 
proposed,” Favate said. “The feeling is most 
of the land use that we have in North Castle 
people are comfortable with, they feel good 
about. They don’t want drastic changes.”

Zoning at Business Park Drive could 
be modified to allow for some additional 
recreation and education uses and possibly 
some low-density residential, Favate said. 
Other than minor accessory retail, town 
officials want to avoid turning Business Park 
into another commercial hamlet, she said.

Potential transportation changes could 
include improvements to Maple Avenue 
to better accommodate traffic, including 
a potential bypass for Main Street and the 
possibility of installing a second left-turn 
lane from Maple Avenue onto northbound 
Route 22.

On Wednesday, Nov. 1, there will be 
another public hearing in the North 
Castle Town Hall board room at 7 p.m. 
The Steering Committee will be accepting 
public comments until then. The committee 
then will submit final recommendations to 

BFJ Planning by Nov. 9. 
The Town Board must hold a final public 

hearing at a date still to be determined in 
early 2018. The board has 90 days from 
the date it receives the committee’s final 
report. Previously, officials stated they were 
eyeing a January hearing before the Town 
Board with and a February adoption of the 
updated Comprehensive Plan.

For more information on the updated 
Comprehensive Plan project, visit www.
northcastleny.com. 

No. Castle Hearing Focuses on Potential Revisions to Town Comp Plan

Character Matters

Westchester County Legislator Francis Corcoran, Principal Vera Berezowsky and Bedford 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Christopher Manno gathered at West Patent Elementary School 
last Tuesday. Westchester County proclaimed Oct. 24 West Patent Elementary School of  
Character Day. The school has been honored with a School of  Character designation. 
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By Martin Wilbur
A 47-year-old Ossining woman who 

stole more than $250,000 from the 
Pleasantville company she had worked 
for was sentenced Wednesday to 18 
months to four and a half years in state 
prison, the Westchester County District 
attorney’s office announced. 

Erika Flores, a former accounting 
clerk for Prospero Equipment Corp., a 
national commercial winery, beer and 
spirits supply company, had pleaded 
guilty on June 28 to one count of second-
degree grand larceny, a Class C felony. She 

confessed to having used two company 
credit cards for personal expenses such 
as food, travel and clothing. 

In addition to her prison sentence, 
Flores was ordered to pay restitution 
to Prospero Equipment Corp. totaling 
$251,437.58. 

An investigation by the Mount 
Pleasant Police Department and the 
Westchester County district attorney’s 
office discovered that Flores used the 
company credit cards between January 
2012 and June 2016 without permission 
and falsified records to conceal 

her personal charges, according to 
authorities. Flores, who worked for the 
company for 10 years, was responsible 
for accounts payable for the credit cards 
used by the company.  

The district attorney’s office also 
stated that she had corporate checks 
drawn to the credit card company so 
that there would be sufficient funds 
to cover her personal charges without 
detection. 

Assistant District Attorney Nicole 
Gamble of the Economic Crimes Bureau 
prosecuted the case.

Woman Sentenced for Stealing $250G From P’ville Company

All-Day Blood Drive in 
Pleasantville Nov. 1

The Pleasantville High School 
ECHO Club and the Pleasantville 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps are 
offering a convenient opportunity 
to save a life at an all-day blood 
drive on Wednesday, Nov. 1 from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. at Pleasantville High 
School, located at 60 Romer Ave. 
in Pleasantville. Whole blood and 
red cell units will be collected from 
qualifying candidates. Although 

this drive makes it convenient for 
Pleasantville residents to participate, 
blood donors from all towns are 
welcome. 

For information or to sign up, call 
800-933-2566 or schedule an online 
donation at http://nybloodcenter.
org/donate-blood. Although it is 
helpful to let the organizers know 
in advance that you plan to come, 
walk-ins are always accepted.  

Erika Flores
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
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By Anna Young
The Mount Kisco Partners in 

Prevention hosted a forum last 
Wednesday at the Boys & Girls Club 
of Northern Westchester bringing 
attention to the places youngsters 
can hide drugs and alcohol in their 
bedroom.  

The interactive “Hidden in Plain 
Sight” exhibit provided parents with 
clues that can help them detect if their 
child is experimenting with drugs and 
alcohol. The mock bedroom displayed 
how everyday items, including stuffed 
animals, soda cans, watches, books, 
shaving cream and sneakers can be 
turned into clever hiding places for 
abusive substances. 

“I think this will be great help because 
some of these things are pretty mind-
boggling, the things kids can hide,” 
Partners in Prevention Coordinator 
Domingo Maceira said. “The more you 
know the better you can prevent them 
from doing this.”

Prior to the informational discussion 
delivered by Judy Mezey, assistant 
director for community based programs 
for Student Assistance Services, a 
substance abuse prevention agency, 
parents were given the opportunity 
to search the room and try to identify 
items that could be a sign of risky 
behavior. 

“I’m horrified,” said one Chappaqua 
parent. “I’ve been living under a rock.” 

With most objects sold on Amazon or 
Urban Outfitters, Mezey said teens have 
easy access to items that wouldn’t give 
parents a reason to suspect anything. 
She added that certain shoe brands, 
watches, bracelets and books are also 
made with compartments to stash 
drugs. 

“Our lint brush is actually a stash can 
as well,” Mezey said. “It’s also really a 
lint brush, you can actually use it.” 

Mezey warned parents that a variety 
of innocent-looking devices could 
be used to smoke marijuana or vape. 
She cautioned that many devices are 
disguised to look like regular household 
items, including a USB device, an 
inhaler and a tube of lipstick. 

She also educated parents on warning 
signs and specific lingo used by teens 
who may be taking drugs, drinking, 
smoking or vaping. 

“Some of the items I have here pertain 
to purple drink or scissor or lean,” 
Mezey said. “It’s a drink that’s made 
out of cough medicine, jolly ranchers 
and soda. A lot of musicians are singing 
about this and it’s obviously very 
dangerous.”  

Mezey advised parents to discard any 
unused medications, including Xanax, 
valium, Vicodin, Oxycotin, Ritalin and 

Adderall. She said that parents should 
always have a mild level of suspicion of 
what their child is doing or hiding in 
their rooms. 

“The research says a that a warm, 
loving, open relationship paired with 
attention to what’s going on, knowing 
where your kids are, setting and 
following through with consequences, 
has the best outcome for kids,” Mezey 
said. “You should be in your kids’ room. 

If you have a basement or family room 
your kids hang out in you should be 
there, too. You want to be in and out all 
the time; they should know that you’re 
there and watching what’s going on.”

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Judy Mezey, the assistant director of  Student Assistance Services, leads a presentation last week in 
Mount Kisco to educate parents on the imaginative ways teens can hide drugs and other substances.

Forum Familiarizes Parents on How Kids Can Hide Drugs

Dan Maguire
Nuisance 

Wildlife Service
Humane Removal & Relocation
Specializing in Coyote Removal

N.Y.S.D.E.C. Certified & Licensed
N.W.C.O. Insured

(914) 271-4680
Cell: (914) 610-1025
www.TraprDan.com

DEMOCRATIC , WORKING FAMILY AND WOMEN’S EQUALITY PARTIES

VOTE FOR CHANGE FOR THE BETTER 

NOV 7

113 Tompkins Ave. Pleasantville • 914-769-9884

The Riviera 
Restaurant

Includes House Salad 
And Any Pasta 

On Our Regular Menu,
Plus There Will Be 

Daily Pasta Specials 

$14 
Pasta Nights

Tuesday 
through Thursday

   
   

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture
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4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

County Police/Mount Kisco

Oct. 24: Police responded to Holiday 
Inn Drive at 5:59 p.m. on a report that 
an elderly woman in a pink bathrobe had 
walked away from the hotel. An officer 
located the woman on Kisco Avenue and 
returned her to the hotel, where she was 
staying with her daughter for the evening.

Oct. 25: A Victoria Drive resident who 
was home alone called police at 7:37 p.m. 
after she said a downstairs light came on 
in her home. Officers did a walk-through 
of the house and determined there was 
no intruder.

Oct. 25: Report of a gas odor at a 
Carpenter Avenue address at 9:14 p.m. A 
hissing sound was detected. Con Edison 
was notified and responded to the scene.

Oct. 26: A Barker Street resident 
reported at 12:33 p.m. that she received 
a phone call from someone claiming to 
be from the IRS. The resident said she 
realized it was a scam and hung up.

Oct. 26: Police responded to Croton 
Avenue at 2:59 p.m. on a report that 
youths with rifles were walking in the 
street. Officers located several youths 
with paintball guns.

Oct. 27: A motorist called police at 
12:51 p.m. and reported that he had 
been involved in a road rage incident on 
Carpenter Avenue. Officers determined 
the incident was verbal in nature only.

Oct. 27: A market on Kirby Plaza 
reported at 2:48 p.m. that a teenager 
entered the premises, put a can of beer 
in his pants and left the store. Officers 
reviewed security video and took the 
youth into custody a short time later after 
observing him walking on South Moger 
Avenue. He was charged with petty 
larceny, a misdemeanor.

North Castle Police Department

Oct. 20: A Washington Avenue resident 
reported at 8:31 p.m. that her bicycle 
was stolen from her front porch. The 
responding officer stated that an incident 
report will follow.

Oct. 22: An individual arrived at 
headquarters at 4:37 a.m. to report a possibly 
intoxicated party in the roadway on Main 
Street. The party was described as a white 
male in his twenties. The responding officer 
transported the subject to his residence.

Oct. 22: Report of a possible burglary on 
Stony Brook Place at 5:33 p.m. The caller 
reported a damaged rear entry door to her 
house.

Oct. 23: A party was stopped and 
arrested at 2:33 a.m. on Mount Kisco Road 
and charged with DWI.

Oct. 25: Report of a larceny from a 
vehicle on North Broadway at 8:31 a.m. 
The complainant stated there were several 
missing items.

Catherine Carpentieri
Catherine J. Carpentieri of Thornwood 

died on Oct. 26. 
She was 80.
Carpentieri was born on Feb. 27, 

1937, to the late Pat and Josephine (nee 
DeRienzo) Rutigliano in the Bronx. 
She was a retired secretary with Philips 
Laboratories in Briarcliff Manor. She was 
a member of the Mount Pleasant Seniors 
and the Mount Pleasant Italian American 
Association. She loved arts and crafts 
festivals and was an accomplished bocce 

player. 
Capentieri is survived by her 

devoted husband, Ralph Carpentieri, of 
Thornwood; her loving children, Vincent 
and Linda Carpentieri, both of Peekskill; 
one sister, Rosalie (Gary) Smith, of Long 
Island; one brother, Frank (Phyliss) 
Rutigliano, of Florida; and many cousins, 
nieces and nephews. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Oct. 28. Interment was private. 
In lieu of flowers, donations to Rosary 
Hill Home, 600 Linda Ave., Hawthorne, 
N.Y. 10532 would be appreciated.

Police Blotter Obituaries

Anthony Monaco
Anthony (Tony) Monaco of Thornwood 

and formerly of Yonkers died on Oct .26. 
He was 71.
Monaco was born on May 2, 1946, 

to the late Anthony and Margaret (nee 
Cyriax) Monaco in the Bronx. He proudly 
served in the U.S. Army. He was a plumber 
with Forsythe Plumbing and Heating in 
College Point, Queens.

Monaco is survived by his devoted wife, 
Janet (nee Forte) Monaco, of Thornwood; 
his loving sons, Anthony (Susan) Monaco 
of Nanuet, Steven (Jennifer) Monaco 

of Wappingers Falls and Louis Monaco 
of Thornwood; one sister, MaryEllen 
Krankus, of Yonkers; and four cherished 
grandchildren, Julianna, Elizabeth, Peter 
and Matthew Monaco. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Oct. 29 and 30. A funeral 
Mass was held at Holy Innocents Church 
in Pleasantville on Tuesday, Oct. 31 at 
10 a.m. Interment followed at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
American Cancer Society would be 
appreciated.

Joseph Graziano
Joseph M. Graziano of Hawthorne died 

on Oct. 24. 
He was 69.
Graziano was born on Dec. 4, 1947, to 

the late Dominick and Rita (nee Viscome) 
Graziano in White Plains. He was a retired 
self-employed tree surgeon in Hawthorne. 

Graziano is survived by his devoted 
wife, Kathryn (nee Moroney) Graziano, 
of Hawthorne; his loving children, James 
Graziano and Katelyn Graziano and her 

husband, John Pittelli, all of Hawthorne; 
one sister, Sarah (Pat) LaManna, of 
Hawthorne; and several nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased by his 
brother, Michael Graziano, in 1997. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Oct. 27. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Oct. 28 followed by interment at Kensico 
Cemetery in Valhalla. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
American Cancer Society would be 
appreciated.

Norman Cooper
Norman Roland Cooper, a former 

Pleasantville resident, passed away on 
Oct. 23. 

He was 93.
His loving wife of 63 years, Alice Marie 

Cooper, predeceased him in 2013. He 
is survived by his sons, James Douglas 
Cooper and Ronald Charles Cooper (wife 
– Carol Ann Cooper); granddaughter 
Robin Cooper Stoutenburg (husband 
Christian Stoutenburg); and great-
grandchildren Alexandra, Lindsay and 
Charlotte Stoutenburg. Grandson Daniel 
Christopher Cooper and sister-in-law 
Alma Dedera also survive him. 

Cooper was born in Victoria, B.C. on 
Feb. 6, 1924. His parents were William 
and Kathleen Cooper. Norman’s sister, 
Lillian Money, of Victoria, B.C. and his 
brother, W. Charles Cooper, of Vancouver, 
both predeceased him. 

Cooper graduated from Victoria High 
School in 1942, and enlisted in the Royal 
Canadian Navy and served his country 

during World War II aboard a destroyer 
in the North Atlantic and the English 
Channel. After the war, Norman attended 
Victoria College and later transferred to 
Parks College of Aeronautical Technology 
in St. Louis. He graduated from Parks 
College with a bachelor’s degree in 
aeronautical engineering. 

After briefly working in the aviation 
industry, he joined Union Carbide Corp. 
in New York City in 1950 as a technical 
representative. During his 35-year 
career, Cooper was primarily involved 
in the automotive engineering division, 
which produced Prestone antifreeze and 
other Prestone automotive products. 
Cooper retired from Union Carbide in 
1985. During his retirement years, he 
enjoyed vacationing in various countries, 
spending time with his grandchildren and 
spending the winters in Lakeland, Fla. 

Funeral arrangements are being 
handled by Hawthorne Funeral Home. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
the American Cancer Society or Regional 
Hospice in Danbury, Conn.
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By Martin Wilbur
North Castle officials released the town’s 

$32.9 million tentative budget for 2018 
on Monday that carries a proposed 1.79 
percent tax rate increase and is narrowly 

below the threshold for the state tax cap.
Town Administrator Joan Goldberg 

said the spending plan includes $450,000 
to pay principal and debt service toward 
the municipality’s $4 million road paving 
bond. During the past year, North Castle 
completed paving 16 miles of road to 
help improve the condition of the town’s 
thoroughfares at an accelerated rate.

It is shaping up that once the paving has 
been caught up, the roads will be on a 15-

year cycle.
The only new position in next year’s 

spending plan is the addition of an 
assistant director in the Water & Sewer 
Department, Goldberg said. The budget 
includes funding for six police officers’ 
slots that had been penciled in for 2017, 
but those positions are currently vacant, 
she said. It is expected the town will fill 
those slots next year.

Spending is proposed to rise about 

$900,000 over the current year. The town 
was able to stay below the tax cap by a little 
less than $9,000.

The roughly $155,000 for the first year 
of debt service and principal toward 
the five-year Bond Anticipation Note to 
pay for the town’s purchase of the Anita 
Louise Ehrman Pool on Greenway Road is 
replacing expiring debt, Goldberg said. The 
board approved the purchase last week.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Friends of Mt. Pleasant 
Public Library Sale Starts 

Nov. 2
The Friends of Mount Pleasant 

Public Library will hold its semiannual 
book sale, beginning with the Friends’ 
Preview sale, on Thursday Nov. 2 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for members only. 
(New members can join at the door.)

The sale continues for the general 
public on Friday, Nov. 3, from 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. and Saturday, Nov. 4, from 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. On Sunday, Nov. 5 
there will be Bag Day from 1 to 4:30 
p.m. followed by the All You Can 
Carry Sale on Monday, Nov. 6 from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Admission for Monday’s 
sale is $10, but is free for Friends 
members. Any books left over will be 
free to all on Tuesday, Nov. 7 from 10 
a.m. to noon.

For more information, call 
914-769-0548 or visit www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org. The Mount 
Pleasant Public Library is located at 
350 Bedford Rd. in Pleasantville.

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

Currently Ranked 4th (of 76) in 
Metropolitan Swimming and 

112th (of over 2600) Nationally!!

Fun, Family Oriented...and...FAST!!

ALL Age Groups & 
ALL Training levels practice 

at the same location! 
Less traveling, more family time

Making Dreams Come True for Over 30 Years!!

Condor’s Emily Escobedo 
qualifi es for USA NATIONAL 

TEAM at the US Open

Westchester Community College (Valhalla, NY)
www.Condors.org • 845-638-4381

Email:Join@Condors.org

Multiple Qualifi ers for 
US Open, National 
& Junior National 

Swim meets.

2017 Metropolitan Senior 
Coach of the Year 

- Jim Wargo

6 Time, USA 
Swimming Club 
Excellence, Bronze 
Medal Award Winner!

Schedule a Tryout:
Email Coach Christina
Christina@condors.org

North Castle Releases $32.9M Budget With 1.8% Tax Rate Hike

Stellar Job
Alana Sweeny, president and CEO of  
United Way of  Westchester Putnam, 
presents honoree Bud Hammer, 
president of  Atlantic Westchester, with a  
recognition award at the organization’s 
2017 golf  outing at the Mount Kisco 
Country Club in early October. The event 
raised nearly $100,000 to help more 
people in Westchester and Putnam 
become self-sufficient and thrive.
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In Mount Kisco, there is a stark 
difference in the two slates for Village 
Board. Incumbent Mayor Michael 
Cindrich and Trustee Anthony Markus 
have been in their posts since 2003, 
usually without competition, while 
Trustee Peter Grunthal is in his second 
stint on the board, totaling more than a 
decade.

First-time candidates Gina Picinich 
and Isi Albanese have gained traction 
by arguing the incumbents are stale and 
reactive rather than bold and proactive.

For those clamoring for change 
in Mount Kisco, the sentiment is 
understandable. Residents and merchants 
have watched neighboring communities 
kick their downtown revitalization efforts 
into high gear as Internet commerce and 
changing tastes force policymakers to 
remake their communities. 

Two schools of thought persist: choose 
only experience or make wholesale 

changes. But there’s a third option: A dose 
of new blood without losing valuable 
experience is the way to go.

That’s why Cindrich and Markus should 
be returned to office with Albanese 
giving the board its much-needed jolt of 
adrenaline.

Cindrich’s vast breadth of knowledge 
makes him the choice for mayor. Since 
he last ran a contested race, his tenure 
has been marked by some strong 
accomplishments. He has presided over 
a period of fiscal strength that allows the 
village to partially fund and comfortably 
borrow the $20 million it needs for water 
infrastructure projects as well as bond for 
the firehouse upgrades.

Adding to the financial health of the 
village was the entire board’s decision 
to consolidate police operations. Early 
estimates of $500,000 in annual savings 
have been markedly increased to at least 
twice that number – and with access to 
enhanced police services.

Cindrich, a retired law enforcement 
officer, also oversees a village with a 
large immigrant population with few 
major problems as a result of that, which 
shouldn’t go unnoticed.

And neither should the vacancies. 
Mount Kisco is belatedly moving on 
updating its Comprehensive Plan. During 
2017, there has been an uptick in new 
businesses but responsibility for the 
eyesore that is South Moger Avenue lies 
not just with the board but Friedland 

Properties. The company has a long 
history of warehousing commercial 
space, holding out for top dollar to the 
detriment of communities.

Picinich, on leave from the chamber 
of commerce as its co-executive director, 
has valuable insight into the business 
community. She has a number of strong 
ideas to boost commercial activity, 
including revising the village code to strip 
away arcane and restrictive regulations. 

She’s sharp, articulate and passionate, 
and was a good choice to provide a 
strong challenge. Her knowledge of 
issues in other areas lags compared to her 
opponent.

The business acumen of Albanese, along 
with his nearly 50-year history in the 
village, will provide a different perspective. 
As a businessman, he has been known for 
reimagining his operations along with his 
love of community. However, he will also 
need to get up to speed on a host of other 
issues, but it’s worth taking a chance.

Markus has a strong financial 
background and is a tireless trustee. As 
an attorney, his legal expertise comes in 
handy.

One of the problems with choosing 
new blood is losing someone of quality. In 
this case it is Grunthal, a dedicated public 
servant and a staunch environmental 
advocate. Whether on the board or not, 
we trust there will be a place for him to 
continue contributing to the village.

Correction
In last week’s article on the upcoming 

proposition regarding the upcoming 
Constitutional Convention, it was 
incorrectly reported that the Working 
Families Party, the NRA, Planned 
Parenthood and Right to Life advocates 
were in favor of a Constitutional 
Convention. They are all opposed to the 
convention. The Examiner regrets the 
error.

Four years ago, then-candidate for 
supervisor Robert Greenstein brazenly 
campaigned on stopping Chappaqua 
Crossing, opposed to any retail that would 
compete with the hamlets.

He and running mates Adam Brodsky 
and Lisa Katz, also set out to put the brakes 
on Conifer Realty’s maligned affordable 
housing project on Hunts Place.

When faced with the realities of serving 
in public office, they realized they couldn’t 
fulfill those promises, in part because of the 
actions of the previous board. Embarking 
on a legal fight would have been costly and 
futile.

However, during the past two years, 
Greenstein, along with Brodsky and Katz, 
have concentrated on what was achievable 
– updating the Comprehensive Plan, 
starting the downtown infrastructure 
and streetscape project, increasing road 
paving and bringing greater recreation 
amenities to town. Although there’s been 
an improving economy, tax increases have 
been minimal.

For their ability to competently handle 
a multitude of issues and for being in the 
midst of several ongoing projects, the 
incumbents have earned a chance to see 
if they can finish the job rather than risk 

upheaval.
It may seem minor, but in local 

government quality-of-life improvements 
count almost as much as the big-ticket 
items. During the current term, there have 
been plenty of those. A new playground at 
Gedney Park and obtaining the old Wallace 
Auditorium at Chappaqua Crossing and 
turning it into the Chappaqua Performing 
Arts Center have been completed. The 
planned construction of a basketball court 
and playground behind Town Hall will be 
done next year.

To be certain, Greenstein’s tenure has 
not been flawless. He says he wears his 
opinions on his sleeve – you can add his 
emotions as well – which infuriates some 
constituents. He’s improved at controlling 
his sarcasm when criticized during public 
meetings but there have been relapses.

However, the current Town Board does 
work well together considering it’s a 3-2 
split. Council members Hala Makowska 
and Jeremy Saland also get credit for that. 
They battle when necessary but don’t 
disagree for the sake of towing a party line.

Greenstein’s opponent, Kristen Browde 
is a sharp, smart challenger who has 
displayed courage in her run as the first 
transgender candidate major party in New 

York. She has a strong grasp of the issues 
and has all the skills to be a successful 
supervisor.

However, there has been too much 
time spent pointing out the faults of the 
incumbents rather than highlighting what 
she would do. Some criticisms have been 
valid such as the refusal on her opponent’s 
part to solicit public input when items 
needed to be scratched from the streetscape 
due to bids far exceeding estimates.

But insisting that Greenstein and 
company could have stopped the Sunshine 
Children’s Home expansion doesn’t wash. 
Also trying to link him to right wing 
Republicans may be a smart strategy in 
New Castle but rings hollow. No right 
winger would have supported a reusable 
bag initiative and the Solarize program 
or started the Community Inclusion and 
Diversity Committee.

Running mates Gail Markels and Ivy 
Pool are accomplished professionals that 
would be an asset to the board. Pool, the 
only candidate in this race who is not 
an attorney, is particularly strong with a 
degree in public administration and her 
background in working in the Michael 
Bloomberg administration and for the 
state. 

Editorial
Greenstein, Katz, Brodsky Have Earned Chance to Complete Major Tasks

Cindrich, Markus, Albanese Provide Stability With New Blood
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Candidates for the District 2 Board of 
Legislators race have historically been 
strong.

This year is no exception. Republican 
incumbent Francis Corcoran, a former 
13-year Bedford councilman, and Kitley 
Covill, a Katonah resident who has 
spent her career as an attorney mainly 
at the county government level, are both 
impressive with much to offer.

The narrow difference that separates 
them is Corcoran’s experience as an 
elected official.

In a time where some county legislators 

have become increasingly partisan, 
Corcoran does his best to remain 
above the fray. He is pragmatic and can 
seemingly work well with anyone.

He was tabbed to work alongside two 
Democrats, Ben Boykin and MaryJane 
Shimsky, on the task force evaluating 
options for Westchester County Airport. 

One of Corcoran’s proudest 
accomplishments over his first two years 
was receiving money to open a center for 
domestic violence in Lewisboro, the first 
time such a facility has operated in the 
northeastern part of the county. 

If Corcoran snags a second term on the 
board we would expect him to have a little 
bit more of an ability to be more visible or 
to initiate more proposals.

Colvill, a former prosecutor, impresses 
with her straightforward, no-nonsense 
approach. Her candidness on saying 
that she would pledge to keep taxes to 2 
percent or less is refreshing when few, if 
any, candidates want to admit that zeroes 
are unsustainable in perpetuity.

Similar to other Democrats, Colvill is 
against any change to privatize the airport, 
but on the Immigrant Protection Act, she 

wants to hear back from law enforcement 
on their recommendations.

Her idea to have monthly meetings in 
each one of the district’s towns may seem 
like a small or insignificant gesture, but 
one that more legislators should consider. 
Many residents who don’t follow politics 
are unaware who their county legislator 
is, what they do and what services are at 
stake.

Whichever way this race turns out next 
week, the residents of District 2 will be in 
good hands.

Imagine for a moment the voters who 
moved to Westchester this summer 
and their introduction to the political 
landscape is this county executive’s race. 

If they relied on certain news articles 
and television reports along with the ads 
they may have read, heard or watched in 
order to glean some information about 
the two candidates, two-term incumbent 
Rob Astorino and challenger George 
Latimer, chances are they haven’t learned 
anything of much value.

The two candidates, with a combined 
public service record of more than 50 
years, have engaged in one of the most 
disgraceful and ugliest campaigns in 
recent memory. If they haven’t plunged 
into the gutter sullying each other then 
they’re both teetering on the edge of the 
curb.

It’s sad because regardless of whether 
you agree with their politics, Astorino and 
Latimer have had long and distinguished 
public service records. Astorino started on 
the Mount Pleasant Board of Education, 
served 12 years on the Mount Pleasant 
Town Board, was a county legislator 
for two years, then has managed to 
comfortably win two elections in a heavily 
Democratic county. In between, he also 
ran for governor in 2014.

During the past 30 years, Latimer has 
risen from the Rye City Council, to the 

Board of Legislators, including four years 
as its chairman, then for the past 13 years 
in the state legislature.

Both have had some strong successes, 
but that’s been thrown out the window. 
What’s more important than decorum 
– and there’s nothing wrong with a 
good, hard-nosed campaign – is that 
they’ve spent precious little of their 
time discussing what matters to county 
residents.

Most residents care about taxes, safety 
and services and how those issues can 
affect quality of life, not what dirt a 
candidate can dish on an opponent. 
Certainly not when the accusations are 
spewed on an almost daily basis.

With that being established, after eight 
years of Astorino at the helm, the county 
needs a change in leadership. 

There’s no denying that Astorino has 
made good on his zero tax levy pledge, 
which isn’t insignificant. That’s what he has 
run on and it will always resonate with the 
public. After eight years, though, it’s fair 
to ask, at what cost? About a month ago, 
the state comptroller placed Westchester 
on the fiscally stressed list, the second 
worst rating of any county in the state. 
The administration has borrowed to pay 
for pensions and tax certioraris, not the 
best way to conduct the county’s business.

Astorino has pointed to bipartisan 

successes, and that is true. The 99-year 
lease for the North 60 biomedical project 
in Valhalla was approved by the Board 
of Legislators unanimously and is one 
example. Earlier budget compromises 
may not have pleased everyone but that’s 
how government is supposed to work, 
give a little to get a little.

Despite fits and starts, the privatization 
of Playland may turn out to be the right 
move, as the county had been losing large 
sums of money on the amusement park.

But blind privatization of anything can 
be fraught with pitfalls. Astorino’s rush to 
try and find an operator for Westchester 
County Airport was done without 
consulting legislators and surrounding 
communities and its potential impacts. 
Plus, the first-year payment to the county 
would have conveniently been $15 
million, the precise gap in the budget 
heading into this year.

There has also been an increasingly 
partisan bent to Astorino’s politics, 
starting with unnecessary resistance to 
the affordable housing settlement, costing 
Westchester $25 million in federal grants. 
To Astorino’s credit, the county has 
complied with the settlement but it was 
messier than it should have been.

Between the outcry over last year’s gun 
show and his constant use of the term 
sanctuary county during the Immigrant 

Protection Act debate, Astorino has done 
more to divide the county’s citizens than 
unite them in the recent past.

There should be confidence that 
Latimer has the experience to step in and 
have a limited learning curve. Although 
he hasn’t served in White Plains since 
2004, the familiarity he has with the issues 
and how county government operates will 
serve him well.

His call for a state comptroller’s audit 
of county finances is worthwhile. Despite 
Astorino’s ads pointing to his record 
of adding up tax increases, in a tax cap 
world Latimer will be under scrutiny to 
deliver either zero increases or only small 
increases that are imperative to solidify 
the county’s finances.

Latimer has stated there is no need to 
privatize Westchester County Airport, 
which should be welcome news for the 
communities surrounding the facility and 
in the flight path.

He should also be able to have a 
productive working relationship with 
Albany, which would be a welcome 
change.

It’s time for a course correction in 
Westchester and Latimer is the candidate 
most likely to deliver in that regard.

Need for Change in Philosophy, Approach Gives Latimer the Nod 

Corcoran Gets the Edge in Race of Two Impressive Candidates

In 2015, Margaret Cunzio was a 
replacement for then-County Legislator 
Michael Smith, who decided to leave 
the race in mid-summer.

Cunzio won that initial political foray 
two years ago, and now the registered 
Conservative returns for re-election 
in the Republican-leaning District 3. 
With a long history of volunteering and 
a lifelong connection to the area, two 
years has made a noticeable difference 
for Cunzio. In this race, she is the solidly 
superior candidate to serve another 
term in this match up against Democrat 
and Armonk resident Daren Tolz.

You can quibble with some of her 
votes, but during her time on the 
board she has displayed an increasingly 
expansive knowledge of county issues 
and the district. Cunzio has been 
highly visible and responsive to her 
constituents and it shows. She has 
taken an active interest in hoping to 
resolve the Miller House/Washington’s 
Headquarters boondoggle that has 
threatened the future of the landmark. 
She is hopeful that in the upcoming year 
a final resolution to transfer title of the 
house to North Castle can be achieved.

She also pushed for and helped ensure 

safety improvements on Commerce 
Street, a county thoroughfare, in 
Hawthorne where a pedestrian was 
killed in 2013. 

If Cunzio is returned to office, it 
will be interesting to see how she 
decides on the Westchester County 
Airport privatization issue, should 
that vote come up. A significant swath 
of her district is rightfully concerned 
about what a new arrangement at the 
airport would mean for the area and 
their quality of life. For now, she is 
noncommittal, waiting to collect all the 
facts, but at some point, she will likely 

need to make a decision. 
Tolz, a first-time candidate who 

was motivated to run after last year’s 
stunning presidential result, should 
be applauded for stepping up and 
providing needed opposition in this 
race. A personable candidate, it has been 
somewhat disappointing, however, that 
he has spent so much time criticizing 
Cunzio’s lack of independence from 
County Executive Rob Astorino and 
not enough time on what he would do 
in office.

In this race, Cunzio is the best choice 
to continue for another two years. 

Cunzio Provides Solid Choice for Residents in Board of Legislators’ District 3

Editorial
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For 19 of the last 20 years, criticism 
of New York’s dysfunctional state 
government was everywhere.

This year, not so much.
What’s changed in 2017? Next week 

Proposition 1 is on the ballot, asking 
voters whether they would like to see a 
Constitutional Convention held in about 
a year and a half.

In recent weeks there has been 
overheated hyperbole from very well-
funded sources hell-bent on defeating 
Proposition 1.

The arguments against a convention 
generally are how many hard-fought 
gains can vanish in an instant if one is 
allowed to convene on Apr. 2, 2019. 
Pensions, a woman’s right to choose or 
environmental protections could all 
disappear, according to the arguments. 
“Dark money” would somehow hijack 
the process regarding the delegate 
elections in each of the state’s 63 Senate 
districts and bring in radicals.

But so far, the “dark money” has come 
in on behalf of the opponents of the 
proposition, to the tune of more than 
$1.3 million as of mid-October, about 

five times what supporters have raised. 
Why is that? It’s advantageous to those in 
power to keep the status quo.

Opponents, like those who run the 
website nyagainstcorruption.com, argue 
that a convention “will be run by the 
same politicians, lobbyists and special 
interest groups who have gamed the 
system for their own benefits, and led to 
rampant corruption in Albany.”

So let’s get this straight: an organization 
named New Yorkers Against Corruption 
acknowledges there’s rampant corruption 
in Albany but refuses to try something 
that could make progress against the 
kind of wrongdoing this group purports 
to fight. That’s crazy. 

Are there any guarantees that a 
convention would bring reforms? No, 
there are none. But to scare the populace 
from trying is fear-mongering. 

Furthermore, the opponents only 
mention the most draconian repeals that, 
according to Alan Rothstein of Citizens 
Union, a pro-Convention group, would 
never likely happen. Opponents never 
mention the possibility of the many 
progressive proposals such as early 

voting, same-day voting, campaign 
finance reform or changes to the state’s 
unwieldy court system.

They also propagate misinformation 
that the convention would cost $300 
million, a figure that opponents latched 
onto after a reporting mistake in the 
Albany Times-Union earlier this year. 
It’s likely not to exceed $100 million, 
convention supporters say.

The three-step process from today until 
any revisions to the state constitution 
can be enacted is meant to avoid radical 
overhauls that a majority of the state’s 
voters couldn’t support. First, there’s next 
week’s vote whether to call a convention. 

If it were to pass, next November 
would be the election of the delegates; 
three from each senate district, plus 15 
at-large seats from across the state. 

Even if you were to get constitutional 
questions put to the voters in a future 
election, the public would then have the 
opportunity to defeat the proposition 
in an election. Those are the checks and 
balances that are provided.

Rothstein said during previous 
conventions, in 1894 and 1938, 

progressive changes such as the 
establishment of the state university 
system and protecting wildlife in the 
Adirondacks were enacted. Now, about 
80 years later, you would have a hard 
time convincing anyone in this state that 
New York is less progressive than it was 
then.

Furthermore, in March, the state 
League of Women Voters, often viewed 
as a staid organization, came out in favor 
of the proposition.

Earlier this year, Jay Carisle, professor 
emeritus at Pace Law School, said at a 
conference in Greenburgh about 200 
revisions have been made over the past 
100 years by going through the legislative 
process. 

That doesn’t lend itself to significant 
reforms because the legislators want to 
protect their power.

Carlisle said fear shouldn’t be a factor 
in determining your vote. 

“We either have hope or we’re too 
frightened to proceed,” he said. “It’s 
either fright or hope.”

A Broken State Government Could Use a Constitutional Convention 

I’ve been keeping up with the abundance 
of letters to the editor regarding the current 
campaign for Mount Kisco mayor and 
trustees. I’ve noticed that the Picinich and 
Albanese supporters are campaigning for 
a “fresh perspective” on Mount Kisco, but 
there seems to be little else that their team 
can offer, including a thoughtful plan to 
ensure the well-being of our town. 

While I respect Mr. Albanese’s ongoing 

success in the restaurant business, I wonder 
if his sole experience as a restaurateur will 
help or hinder his responsibilities as trustee, 
which include safeguarding the township 
funds and ensuring that monies are spent 
wisely in the best interest of all the residents. 

Ms. Picinich speaks of her business 
experience as her strongest asset in terms 
of her qualifications, yet has not held a 
corporate position in more than a decade. 

Her position as executive director at Mount 
Kisco Chamber of Commerce makes her 
run for mayor unethical on a number of 
levels, and her refusal to step down from this 
position during her campaign forced the 
resignation of multiple chamber members. 

If Ms. Picinich believes in bringing the 
community together, as she claims, then 
why would she allow her personal agenda 
to override the platform on which she says 

she stands? It’s a cause for concern that her 
display of dictatorship within the chamber 
could translate to a mayoral role, not to 
mention it implies that she may be aware of 
her lack of qualifications to fill the highly-
experienced shoes of Mayor Cindrich.

Tia Thornton
Mount Kisco

Mount Kisco Challengers Have Little to Offer Beyond New Perspective

Mount Kisco is a great place, a special 
place. It needs some TLC, though, to 
realize its true potential. I think that Gina 
Picinich and Isi Albanese can get us there.

I am enormously impressed with their 
plan to help make our village shine again. 
We are fortunate to have an engaged 
community that is growing and becoming 
more civic minded. There are large crowds 
who provide opinions and ask how they 

can help. There are common themes: Fix 
our sidewalks and spruce up our business 
districts; provide better parking; fill empty 
stores; get rid of broken and rusted trash 
cans; provide seating and other amenities 
to make the town more friendly; and 
don’t degrade our environment or natural 
resources.

When does fiscal responsibility become 
fiscal irresponsibility? In my opinion, 

it’s when development and saving 
money become the prime focus of an 
administration, often to the detriment 
of providing regular maintenance and 
upkeep. We see that in our village today. 
It is neither inviting nor thriving. Why 
develop Kisco Mountain and ignore 
downtown? Where are our priorities?

We can do better.
Let’s make a difference with our vote. 

Speak up and support Gina and Isi who 
have a platform – and the energy – to 
bring our community together. Let’s be 
heard, get involved and make a difference 
on Nov. 7. Be sure to go to the end of 
the ballot and vote the 4MK ticket: Gina 
Picinich and Isi Albanese.

Andrea Eisenberg
Mount Kisco

Picinich, Albanese Will Make Mount Kisco Shine Once Again

Editorial

I am a resident of Mount Kisco and have 
lived here with my family for nearly 16 
years. I love this town but Mount Kisco is 
facing challenges. That’s why I am voting for 
Gina Picinich for mayor and Isi Albanese 
for trustee.

Gina has been a friend and neighbor for 
many years. There’s no one more engaged 
than Gina. Sometimes we shrug off issues 

facing our community, saying “I’m too busy. 
I just don’t have the bandwidth.” None of 
that is in Gina’s lexicon. She’s not afraid to do 
the work. She asks questions, she creates a 
plan and she executes. I know Gina will take 
this approach to local governance in Mount 
Kisco. Frankly, it’s how she is wired. And it’s 
why she is so admired by the business and 
school communities she has served.

Gina couldn’t ask for a better partner than 
Isi Albanese. His business acumen is second 
to none and his generosity is limitless. As a 
member of several PTA groups, I’ve asked 
Isi to donate his time and delicious food 
to help our students. He always says yes. 
Mount Kisco would be so fortunate to have 
a business leader like Isi leading us into 
a stronger future. Who better to do that 

than someone who has personally helped 
to make Mount Kisco a wonderful place to 
gather with friends and family?

I urge you to vote for Gina Picinich and 
Isi Albanese on Nov 7. 

Kristina Nye Weise  
Mount Kisco

Challengers’ Hard Work, Community Spirit is What Mt. Kisco Needs

Letters to the Editor



October 31 - November 6, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 13

Letters to the Editor

In response to the letter from Lisa 
Cerbone Abzun (“Mt. Kisco Dems Off 
Base for Involving Arts Council on 
Campaign Material,” Oct. 24) with respect 
to the funds provided to the Mount Kisco 
Arts Council by the Mount Kisco Board 
of Trustees: No. Neither the Mount Kisco 
Democratic Committee nor I, nor Mayor 
Mike Cindrich, Deputy Mayor Tony 
Markus or Trustee Peter Grunthal, will 
apologize for stating proudly that the 
Democratic majority on the Mount Kisco 
Board of Trustees funds the Mount Kisco 

Arts Council. 
Last year, Mayor Cindrich, Deputy 

Mayor Markus and Trustee Grunthal 
provided significant financial support in 
the village budget for the Arts Council 
and other worthwhile activities in our 
community, all while staying below the tax 
cap, maintaining the highest bond rating 
available for a community of our size 
and saving millions of taxpayer dollars 
through wise financial management. 
What we stated was fact and a matter 
of public record. Why shouldn’t we talk 

about it? 
The interesting question is why Ms. 

Abzun has chosen to try to make an 
issue out of it. Perhaps it’s because she 
is a significant donor to the opposing 
candidates. Maybe she should apologize 
for using her position on the not-for-
profit Arts Council to further a partisan 
political agenda. 

William Serratore
Chairman, Mt. Kisco Democratic 

Committee

Mt. Kisco Democratic Candidates Proud to Support Arts Council

As evidenced by the discussions at 
the recent debate, the current Mount 
Kisco Village Board members, Mayor 
Cindrich and Trustees Grunthal and 
Marcus, have repeatedly displayed a 
clear lack of transparency and a pattern 
of unresponsiveness to the needs of the 
residents and business owners. 

An example of this lack of transparency 
is the current administration’s decision to 
do away with our local police force. Given 
such a major decision, one would expect 
them to give their constituents a platform 
to voice their opinions. Despite the board 
repeatedly stating there would be a public 
hearing on the matter, there was not. 
Despite a public outcry and a petition for 
a voter referendum, which was signed by 
more than 850 residents, there was not.  

While some may look at this decision 
as a purely economic one, I do not 

appreciate being governed by politicians 
who think they can operate in private 
without sharing information or listening 
to the voices of their constituents. The 
jury is still out on how much money has, 
or will be, saved. Who knows what the 
new price tag will be when the contract 
has to be renegotiated. 

Mayor Cindrich has also pushed for 
a proposal to develop and build on the 
pristine Kisco Mountain while also 
attempting to ensure as part of that 
deal the area surrounding his property 
remains permanently shielded from any 
possible future development.

We cannot accept the status quo any 
longer. The residents deserve a Village 
Board that listens and puts the interests 
of its residents and businesses first. We 
deserve a board that values transparency 
and input from all their constituents.

Gina Picinich has shown herself to 
be smart and articulate. She has the 
professional experience, background, 
vision and energy to be a fantastic mayor.

Isi Albanese, who is running for trustee, 
is the first to admit he is not a politician. 
What he may lack as a typical polished 
politician, he more than makes up for 
as a successful businessman and a down 
to earth “people person” who is ready, 
willing and able to listen and learn.

Gina and Isi have dedicated their time 
and services to Mount Kisco in the past 
and are now prepared to do even more. 
Together, Gina and Isi will help Mount 
Kisco, once again, become the town we all 
know it could and should be.

Vote 4MK

Kim Terlizzi
Mount Kisco

Lack of Transparency Has Dogged Cindrich, Mt. Kisco Trustees

In the event of fire or any other 
emergency, response time is critical. 
On Nov. 7, the citizens of Mount Kisco 
will vote on a bond issue to expand 
and enhance the three Mount Kisco 
firehouses. 

While there has been much discussion 
over the last several years regarding 
upgrading the existing firehouses or 
building one centralized firehouse, the 
Mount Kisco Fire Department and village 
officials have determined that keeping the 
current firehouses gives us better coverage 
and response times. There is currently an 
engine company on both the north and 
south sides of town with the Hook & 
Ladder and Rescue Fire Police centrally 
located. This bond issue will allow the 
department to not only keep this coverage 
in place but will also bring the firehouses 
into the 21st century. 

The upgrades are necessary for myriad 
reasons, the key reason being safety of 
the volunteer firefighters. Members have 
to dress for emergency calls quickly in 
tight spaces between running apparatus 
and walls. The apparatus has grown 
significantly over the past decades due to 

mandated safety regulations, pump and 
water capacities and the larger engines 
and drivetrains needed to power these. 

The electrical, plumbing and roofs of 
all firehouses need to be brought up to 
current code and none of the buildings 
are compliant with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. All kitchens and 
bathrooms are severely outdated and the 
bathroom configurations are not designed 
for a multigender workforce. There is 
virtually no department administrative 
space and storage is stretched beyond 
limitations. 

The plan in place for the three 
firehouses will also greatly enhance 
energy efficiency. New roofs, windows 
and other energy saving measures will 
benefit the taxpayer as well as increasing 
the comfort of the firefighters when the 
need arises to standby or sleep in the 
firehouses during serious weather events 
and other emergencies.  

The cost of the proposed bond is $10.25 
million. This will result in a less than 1 
percent increase to the taxpayer over 
the 15-year bond. There are multiple 
contingencies built in and the final cost 

may be lower. 
The cost of building one centralized 

firehouse, not including the cost of the 
land, would be $15 million to $16 million. 
To date, this tract of land does not exist 
in Mount Kisco without entering into 
eminent domain, which neither the 
village nor department supports. This 
approach does not include bringing the 
existing firehouses up to code and with 
the intention to sell the buildings for 
other purposes. The cost of this would be 
several million dollars more.

We strongly urge the citizens of Mount 
Kisco to support your local volunteer 
firefighters and vote Yes on the firehouse 
bond proposal. The Mount Kisco Board 
of Fire Commissioners can be reached at 
MKFDCommissioners@gmail.com.

The Mount Kisco Board of Fire 
Commissioners

Francis Mannion, Chairman
Michael Curtis

Frank Randazzo
Gina DiLeo-Acuna

The Case for Expanding, Enhancing Mount Kisco’s Firehouses

As a village resident of over 40 years, 
I submit the following reasons why we 
should keep the current village board.

Our taxes are among the lowest in 
Westchester. We have very little crime. 
Our streets are well-maintained and 
infrastructure repairs are ongoing. We 
have a state-of-the-art police department 
with more police presence than ever 
before.

When Mayor Cindrich took first took 
office our capital reserve was under $1 
million and is now almost $12 million. 
During the recent hard economic times 
there were no reductions in services and 
no layoffs; the staff was told “do more 
with less.” This only occurs with hands-
on management to which the current 
administration has committed itself. 

The current board has made every 
effort to support our underprivileged 
population, forming partnerships to 
provide needed assistance. The board has 
addressed housing violations one by one 
by helping building owners find solutions 
to correct their violations and make sure 
their homes or apartments are safe and 
legal dwellings. This is being done not to 
harass but rather to assist the landlords 
and to make sure their tenants live in a 
safe environment. 

The vacant stores, as in most other older 
villages, are not due to a lack of leadership 
but rather due to current shopping habits, 
societal changes and retail trends. Stores 
are closing and/or downsizing, people 
are shopping online except for going to 
banks, restaurants or nail salons. How 
often do you shop in the downtown? 
The current board has brought in new 
businesses; the residents need to do their 
share by shopping at those businesses. 

Former administrations have made 
some bad decisions in the past. One 
example is the purchase of land on 
Captain Merritt’s Hill at the urging of 
residents. Today we are faced with a 
financial burden from that purchase 
and a future financial burden should we 
lose the litigation involving a portion 
of that property. A loss is likely since 
the Planning Board and the state have 
approved the project. 

Mistakes made now, however well-
intended, may cost us dearly in the 
future. We need continued progress in 
Mount Kisco and sound experienced 
management. These are the reasons why I 
am voting for the Cindrich team. 

Anthony J. Monteleone
Mount Kisco

Cindrich, Trustee 
Incumbents Have 
Provided Strong 
Management to Village
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Column

By Eva Marshall and Harry McCartney
The people of Mount Kisco need to 

be made aware of a very misleading 
statement in a campaign mailing sent by 
the Mount Kisco Democratic Committee 
promoting the re-election of Mayor 
Michael Cindrich. It claims credit for 
having “Financed Historic Society 
development of walking trails in green 
spaces.” 

Here are our problems with that 
statement.

First of all, our name is the Mount Kisco 
Historical Society, not “Historic Society.” 
We are insulted that the name of our 
organization was incorrect. We work very 
hard to archive, promote and engage the 
community in our town’s history through 
thousands of hours of volunteer work and 
programs, having served our community 
for decades. 

The idea of making trails in our green 
spaces was conceived in November 2014 
when Village Historian Harry McCartney, 
an avid hiker, explored the woods of the 
now Early Settlements Trail on the former 
Spencer Optical site. It had potential to 
be wonderful green space for the town, 
but presented many challenges due to its 

long neglect. The following spring, he got 
together a dedicated team of volunteers, 
which evolved into the Mount Kisco 
Historical Society Trail Team, and started 
the work of cutting a trail and cleaning 
out thousands of pounds of garbage at 
that site that was also dotted with illegal 
campsites. It’s a site the town had avoided 
cleaning up for years.   

Since 2014, thousands of volunteer 
hours have been spent clearing trails and 
cleaning garbage with personal equipment 
and tools at the Early Settlements/
Spencer Optical Trail site in the woods 
near Main Street and Lexington Avenue; 
the Kisco Mountain Trail; the Peninsula 
Trail on Lieto Drive; and the Glassbury/
Woodcrest Trail on preserved land by 
those developments.  Dozens of public 
walks were promoted, and led by docents 
from the Mount Kisco Historical Society 
in conjunction with the Conservation 
Advisory Council, have been held the 
past seven years. 

Despite all of the of the Trail Team’s 
work in creating a trail network on Kisco 
Mountain, (which the village government 
knew about through the Mount Kisco 
Historical Society presentations at public 

meetings and in separate meetings 
specifically about the trail project), we 
were not informed of the plans for the 
development on Kisco Mountain or the 
approval of a resolution by the Village 
Board last March to potentially sell part 
of the land we had just spent months 
cleaning up and making trails. 

In a very short period of time, a Save 
Kisco Mountain team was created, which 
led to a groundswell of community 
support against the development, and 
two public hearings with the Village Hall 
boardroom filled beyond capacity. The 
development project has now stalled, and 
alternative sites are being looked at for the 
type of senior housing facility proposed 
on Kisco Mountain. 

In 2016, the Trail Team applied for 
a state Hudson Valley Greenway grant 
to help support their efforts. In June 
2016, a $6,500 grant was awarded in 
recognition of their efforts and planning. 
A requirement of this grant is that the 
village match the award. In lieu of putting 
money in an account for this effort, the 
town’s “contribution” will be as charge-
backs to the MK Trail Team for trail-
related town services. Remember, by this 

time, all of the trails had been cut, cleaned 
up to pristine condition and are being 
maintained by volunteers. The money 
from the state program will be used for 
interpretive signs and wood chips to 
enhance the trail experience. 

It is very misleading for the Mount 
Kisco Democratic Committee and 
Michael Cindrich to say they “Financed 
the Development” of the trails. The Mount 
Kisco trail effort has been the work of a 
dedicated group of community volunteers 
and several organizations, including the 
Mount Kisco Historical Society and Trail 
Team; Conservation Advisory Council; 
Tree Preservation Board; ARC; the Boys 
& Girls Club; Neighbors Link; Fox Senior 
Center; and the Mount Kisco Chamber of 
Commerce. The trails are NOT a product 
of our village government, but the result 
of an extraordinary community effort. 

This is clearly a case of an incumbent 
mayor seeking re-election by trying to 
take credit where credit isn’t due.  

Eva Marshall is president of the 
Mount Kisco Historical Society and 
Harry McCartney is Mount Kisco village 
historian.

Democrats’ Mailer Misleads Residents About Mt. Kisco Trails Financing 

Letters to the Editor

This November, voters across our state 
will have the opportunity to vote on an 
amendment to the state constitution 
that would take pensions away from 
elected officials convicted of corruption. 
I strongly encourage all New Yorkers to 
support this much-needed measure.

Time and again, we have seen the same 
story: an elected official is convicted of 
abusing his or her office for personal 
benefit only to continue to collect a 
pension at the taxpayers’ expense. This is 

not only wrong, it defies common sense. 
Those who have abused the public trust 
should not receive any kind of public 
benefit. 

When I was first elected to the state 
Senate in 2010, I went to Albany to fight 
corruption. My first priority was to work 
for the passage of a pension forfeiture 
bill. I was immensely proud to support 
the legislation that put this constitutional 
amendment on the ballot. Change may 
come slowly, but change does come when 

we fight for it. Now, we are on the cusp 
of seeing this critical step in the fight for 
ethics reform become reality. 

To see why we need this amendment, 
we need only look to the headlines. In the 
past few years, several high-profile cases 
of state elected officials being arrested 
and charged with corruption have further 
eroded public trust in government. 
The conduct of these individuals was 
disgraceful and to reward such behavior 
with a taxpayer- funded pension is 

outrageous. It has to stop, and by voting 
for this amendment, you and I can stop it. 

I encourage all New Yorkers to vote for 
this critical amendment when you go to 
the polls on Nov. 7. Elected officials who 
forfeit the public trust should forfeit their 
pensions. Together, we can make sure 
that they are held accountable for their 
actions. Together, we can reform Albany.

State Senator David Carlucci

Pension Forfeiture Proposition a Must to Curtail Albany Corruption

Out of genuine interest in hearing from 
both sides, I watched the recent candidates’ 
forum in Mount Kisco. I was surprised by 
the lack of knowledge on the Picinich/
Albanese ticket. While well-spoken, Gina 
Picinich offered vague, fluffy responses and 
no specific solutions or plans for Mount 
Kisco. Rather, she spoke condescendingly 
of current initiatives and argued that the 
town is not spending enough money, 
though she wasn’t able to say on what. 
Her running mate, Isi Albanese, could not 
provide an intelligent answer to intelligent 
questions in regard to current policies or a 
future agenda. In fact, his exact words were 
“I have no plan.” 

One comment made by Picinich that 
struck me was her belief that Mount Kisco 

should not have so many restrictions for 
business tenants. She posed the question 
that if a restaurant has a cabaret license, 
then why can’t another nearby? Why 
does it matter what is nearby? Here’s why: 
Because there needs to be considerations 
for parking, business hours, residential 
tenants above storefronts and the fact 
that blindly throwing existing rules out 
the window opens up our village to 
vulnerability. 

Like many others, I am eager to see 
Mount Kisco storefronts at capacity but 
not at the expense of our integrity, safety 
or peace. Our existing laws have been well 
thought out to protect the harmony within 
our community. I also find it peculiar that 
Mr. Albanese was denied a cabaret license 

for his restaurant at 153 E. Main St. due to its 
proximity to the church, a fact that anyone 
who has eaten at his establishment is aware 
of, and coincidently, a cabaret license is the 
first example that Ms. Picinich mentioned. 
I cannot help but believe that the Picinich 
team is running on personal agendas. 

This election is not a sorority or fraternity 
and it shouldn’t be a popularity contest 
either. This is real life and the well-being of 
our town depends on those in office. One 
bad decision made because of inexperience 
can affect us for generations to come. We 
must protect our assets for our children, 
and their children to come. Mount Kisco 
has a $20 million budget. Do we put that 
and the welfare of our beloved town in 
the hands of someone with absolutely no 

background in government? Someone 
who says we are not spending enough but 
can’t articulate where such a large amount 
of money should go? 

Mayor Cindrich’s responses at the forum 
were factual and precise. He clearly stated 
the accomplishments he and his board 
have made and laid out a clear plan of 
current and future strategies to move 
Mount Kisco forward. Mount Kisco does 
not need an “expert” in marketing or 
human resources at its helm; Mount Kisco 
needs the experience, dedication and 
qualifications of Mayor Cindrich. He has 
my vote for re-election on Nov. 7. 

John Medini
Mount Kisco

There’s More to Serving in Office Than Making Promise for Change
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I just finished watching the debate for 
Westchester County Executive between 
Rob Astorino and George Latimer. Once 
again Rob Astorino has relegated women 
to the role of victim and second-class 
citizen. He made a statement that “single 
women who fear for their life or want to 
protect their child” own guns. 

Excuse me? He even fumbled his 
wording after that statement and almost 
laughed.  Astorino, who called out 
Latimer for bringing up his lacking 
Human Rights Commission, is using 
single women in fear as a calling card 
for his gun show?  Bizarre, and frankly 
insulting. I’m not saying single moms 
like myself don’t own guns; of course, 
women own guns. I’m saying don’t use 
us or portray us as fearful victims for 
your own gain.

Unfortunately, this attitude of women 
as second-class citizens isn’t new for 
Astorino. In the last debate Astorino 

bragged that Westchester had what 
women want in schools and jobs near 
home – forgetting that many of us 
work in New York City and are the 
breadwinners in our families and that 
a good many of us choose not to have 
children at all. Talk about boxing us in. 

Astorino continues to relegate women 
to a role we left long ago – that of second-
class citizen in our families, relationships 
and community. I realize he may be the 
Leave it to Beaver type, but rest assured 
the women in Westchester are not. It isn’t 
1957 anymore, Mr. Astorino, women are 
equal.  

On Nov. 7, I’ll be casting my vote 
for equality. I’ll be casting my vote for 
George Latimer.

Molly Greece
Croton-on-Hudson

Astorino Treats Women as Second-Class Citizens

Column

By David Buchwald
This Election Day, New Yorkers have 

an opportunity to vote for ethics in 
government. You won’t see the words 
“anti-corruption” or “integrity” on the 
ballot, but make no mistake – these 
essential elements of trust in government 
are at the core of Proposal 2, which will be 
put before voters on Nov. 7.

Proposal 2 seeks the public’s approval 
to amend our state constitution to 
“allow a court to reduce or revoke the 
public pension of a public officer who is 
convicted of a felony that has a direct and 
actual relationship to the performance of 
the public officer’s existing duties.”

If a majority of New Yorkers vote Yes on 
Proposal 2, no longer will pension dollars 
automatically go to felons sitting in jail 
who have violated their oaths of office. For 

crimes committed after the enactment of 
the constitutional amendment, not only 
would taxpayer money be saved, but also 
the message would go out that the Empire 
State no longer tolerates – and bankrolls 
– corruption. 

When I proposed a pension forfeiture 
constitutional amendment during my 
first year in the state Assembly (2013), I 
was told there was no chance of this idea 
passing in Albany. Criminal conduct 
among elected officials was all too 
common. Many ethics reforms had gone 
nowhere in our state capitol. The state 
Assembly was led by Sheldon Silver and 
the Senate headed by Dean Skelos, two 
men who would be forced from office after 
being embroiled in corruption scandals. 

But broad backing from the citizens of 
New York helped this idea overcome many 

hurdles, leading to the 2016 and early 
2017 legislative passage of this proposed 
constitutional amendment, which placed 
the measure on this November’s ballot.

A vote in favor of Proposal 2 would 
send a clear message to state officials 
that we no longer tolerate corruption. 
Proposal 2 empowers voters to respond 
by putting ethics reform directly in our 
state constitution. Don’t confuse this vote 
with the vote on Proposal 1, which asks 
whether New York State should hold a 
constitutional convention – a convention 
would likely deal with many other topics 
beyond ethics reform.

If voters overwhelmingly support the 
pension forfeiture amendment, Proposal 
2, New Yorkers will then be on firm 
footing to pressure the Assembly and 
Senate to take up other needed reforms. 

These should include closing the “LLC 
loophole” that allows the use of limited 
liability corporations to funnel massive 
amounts of cash into election campaigns, 
and banning companies and individuals 
bidding on government contracts from 
making campaign contributions to state 
elected officials who have authority to 
approve or reject those bids.

A big win this Election Day for Proposal 
2 would demonstrate that the public 
wants ethics reform. Too many people 
in Albany believe that ethics reform is 
something voters don’t care about. Prove 
them wrong; vote YES on Proposal 2.

Assemblyman David Buchwald 
(D-White Plains) represents the 93rd 
Assembly District. This op-ed originally 
appeared in the Gotham Gazette.

Voters Can Send a Message to Reform Albany By Approving Proposal 2

Letters to the Editor

I hesitate to take to task any community 
servant. Whatever his responsibility, I am 
rather certain he does his assignment as 
well as possible. Breadth of the assignment 
makes the tasks very different and difficult. 
Because the role of mayor is so varied, the 
scope of his or her work demands far more 
imagination and varied talents than most of 
us possess.

Good people often assume high positions 
of trust in government. Necessary requisites 
to that end are imagination, hard work and 
attention to details for the smooth running 
of a community: infrastructure, social 
health, economic viability, changing with 
the times, beautification, vibrancy among 
its citizens, excitement in community and 
so much more. When signs of tiredness 
appear – loss of businesses, disrepair 
of infrastructure, flagging interest in 
community affairs, lack of excitement in 
what we are doing rather than what we 

could be doing, plain old drabness – it is 
time to change the program and introduce 
new faces, new energy and new ideas.

Such needed changes are not meant to 
diminish or demean achievements over a 
past period of time. More so, the changes 
needed should be regarded as a desire to 
put on a fresh face to advance the social, 
commercial and political welfare of this 
wonderful community. 

Those who serve local government give 
their best, but time has a way of wearing 
down all of us. It is my hope, therefore, that 
in this coming election in Mount Kisco, 
we who vote, will seek new faces, powerful 
energy and live ideas that will revive Mount 
Kisco. I am supporting Isi Albanese for 
village trustee and Gina Picinich for mayor.

Ferd Vetare
Former Mayor, Mount Kisco

Time for a Change, New Ideas Has Come for 
Mount Kisco

My opponent, Conservative Cunzio, 
refuses to debate me – with good reason! 
A debate would clearly reveal that 
she is not as bipartisan as she claims. 
Anyone can be bipartisan on a host of 
noncontroversial issues, such as public 
safety, traffic, parks and recreation and 
all the other low-hanging fruit most 
politicians relish, along with their 
requisite photo-ops. 

This legislator is no different. But when 
it comes to tough decision-making, 
she shows her true ultra-Conservative 
colors. A case in point: She voted against 

the bipartisan Immigrant Protection 
Act (IPA) and cast one of two critical 
votes that could have prevented County 
Executive Astorino’s veto. His agenda is 
clearly her agenda. Another example of 
her Conservative bent is the gun show at 
the County Center. She not only voted in 
favor of the gun show, she also supported 
Astorino’s veto – over the will of the 
majority of District 3 residents. 

Our district deserves a leader who 
will work to solve our core problems of 
transparency and fiscal responsibility. 
We need a leader who will be accountable 

for his actions. My years of experience in 
corporate finance, as a small business 
owner and as a math teacher for high-
needs students, have given me the 
diverse background, knowledge and 
ability to tackle the tough issues we face 
in District 3.  

When government isn’t transparent, 
there is motive and opportunity for waste, 
fraud and corruption. I am here to open 
the books and clearly and transparently 
communicate the decisions that impact 
District 3 residents. I disapprove of the 
way our county budget has been managed 

and vehemently oppose privatizing our 
airport as a way to balance the budget.

Let’s take back District 3 from this 
arch-conservative legislator on Nov. 
7. To do that, we’ll need a groundswell 
of support from Democrats. I urge you 
not to do what Dems traditionally do in 
non-presidential races. This is much too 
important an election to sit out. 

Daren Tolz
Democratic candidate for Board of 

Legislators, District 3

Cunzio Conveniently Hides Her Ultra-Conservative Views
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On Tuesday, Nov. 7th

Make a Plan to Vote for

Protecting Your Investment and Keeping Your Taxes in Check 

Bringing New Energy, Enthusiasm, and Solutions to Our Hamlets

Enhancing Safety and Improving Infrastructure 

Putting Residents and Our Environment First 

Committed to Open and Transparent Governance

DEMOCRATS FOR A TOWN YOU LOVE TO CALL HOME
Paid for by Stronger New CastleStrongerNewCastleStrongerNewCastle.orgPolls close at 9 p.m.
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Questions About Health Insurance? 
Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable health insurance for 
qualifying children and adults of all ages through Qualified Health 
Plans and the New York State-sponsored Child Health Plus, 
Essential Plan, and Medicaid programs.

We want everyone to know that learning about quality, affordable 
health insurance is just a call, click, or visit away.

Call

Click

Visit

To Learn More:

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
1-800-421-1220 TTY

Apply Through:
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
For those who are eligible

fideliscare.org/offices

1-888-FIDELIS • fideliscare.org
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

Let’s Get Everyone Covered.

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child Health 
Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health, The 
Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or 
call 1-855-355-5777.

Enrollment Timeframes:
For those who are eligible

Starting November 1 — December 15, 2017
for coverage that begins January 1, 2018 

for Qualified Health Plans through NY State of Health

All Year Long
for Child Health Plus, Essential Plan, Medicaid 

(New York State-sponsored health insurance) 
Individuals must be eligible to apply for Medicaid

1FOR NEW YORK STATE SUPREME COURT JUSTICE
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VOTE

• 25 years of Supreme Court 
  experience

• Endorsed by Law Enforcement, 
  Firefighters and Labor unions

* Elected as judge 3 times on 
  both the Democratic and 
  Republican tickets

• The ONLY Supreme Court 
  candidate to receive the 
  highest rating from 5 
  different screening 
  committees 

New York State Supreme Court Justices make decisions that impact people’s lives. 
You need a judge that understands what’s important to you and your family.

JUDGE CHRISTI ACKER UNDERSTANDS WHAT’S AT THE HEART OF A LOCAL COMMUNITY.

ON NOVEMBER 7TH, VOTE FOR CHRISTI J. ACKER FOR NY STATE SUPREME COURT JUSTICE. EXPERIENCE MATTERS!

For 50 years, Judge Acker has lived and worked in the Hudson Valley:
   • 25 years of Supreme Court experience including 17 years working as Principal Court Attorney to Hon. James T. Rooney
   • 10 years judicial experience as Town Justice in the Town of Pine Plains
   • President of the Putnam County Bar Association

Paid for by Citizens for Judge Acker 2017

judgeacker2017.com

The Examiner Ad-Acker.qxp_Layout 1  10/19/17  3:47 PM  Page 1
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The fight against cancer is different for every individual. With the expertise of Columbia University Medical Center doctors and 
a wide array of care options, we give patients the support and resources they need, each step of the way. Find a cancer specialist 
at nyp.org/hudsonvalley-cancer or call 914-293-8400.

Even common cancers 
need tailored 
treatments.

Experts at NewYork-Presbyterian Hudson Valley Hospital offer personalized treatment plans for every patient.
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By Anna Young
Family, friends and local and county 

officials gathered around longtime area 
residents Dorothy “Dottie” Shulman and 
Nettie Karas last week, commemorating 
the two women’s 100th birthday.

Shulman and Karas had their 
milestone birthdays recognized last 
Wednesday afternoon during a special 
Halloween party at the Fox Senior 
Center in Mount Kisco. Both women 
shared their secret to living a century – 
stay active.

“I keep going all day,” said Karas, who 

hit the century mark on Oct. 10. 
She explained that she wakes up every 

morning at 6 a.m. for her walk and 
continues to stay active throughout the 
day. Following the death of her husband, 
Karas become an avid traveler, touring 
the world and spending winters in 
Florida, where she is known as “Queen 
of the Boardwalk” on Hollywood Beach.

“It’s amazing, she is so independent 
and still so sharp,” said Karas’ daughter 
Patricia Paese. “We’re so blessed to have 
her so healthy at this age.”

Karas has five children, 11 
grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren. Meanwhile, Shulman, 
whose birthday was on Sunday, has two 
children, three grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

Shulman said she walks for 15 minutes 
every day and continues to dance. A 
lover of music and art, she played in 
the White Plains Symphony and taught 
music at Ardsley Public School. She is 
also a two-time breast cancer survivor. 

“She’s an inspiration to all of us that 
life can inspire all of us to live well, be 
positive, keep fighting the fight and 
exercise,” said her daughter Beverley 
Shulman. “And lots of Ben & Jerry’s ice 
cream.”

County Executive Rob Astorino, 
along with County Legislator Francis 

Corcoran and Mount Kisco Mayor 
Michael Cindrich were also on hand. 
They presented both ladies with 
proclamations honoring their milestone 
as an official day in the county. 

“We were trying to look up what to 
give for the 100th birthday, and the best 
thing to give somebody celebrating 100 
is time,” Astorino said. “We all want to 
be together as long as we can.”

Two Centenarians Celebrate Milestone at Mt. Kisco Senior Center

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Dorothy Schulman, third from left, sits next to Nettie Karas last Wednesday afternoon at the Fox Senior 
Center in Mount Kisco. Both women celebrated their 100th birthdays in October. They are joined, 
from left, by Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrch, County Executive Rob Astorino and County Legislator 
Francis Corcoran.Visit 

TheExaminerNews.com 
and click on Puzzles  

at the top of the  
homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino on Oct. 20 announced $400,000 
in funding to preserve the 172-acre Stuart’s 
Fruit Farm in Somers. 

The county’s contribution is the final 
financial piece of a broader $2.94 million 
effort to preserve the privately owned and 
operated working farm and educational 
resource, which is located within the 
Croton Reservoir watershed. 

“Preserving the health and character 
of our environment and open spaces 
is a fundamental function of good 
government,” said Astorino. “I am proud 
to stand with legislators on both sides 
of the aisle to make sure Stuart’s Farm 
remains free from development and is able 
to provide vital economic and educational 
services for years to come.”

Under the terms of the bipartisan 
proposal that Astorino is sending to 
the Board of Legislators, Westchester’s 
contribution would be added to those of:
•  the New York State Department of 

Agriculture and Markets (NYSDAM) - 
$1.84 million,

• the Town of Somers - $300,000, 
• the Westchester Land Trust - $50,000, 
• Scenic Hudson Land Trust, Inc. - 

$353,175
• Somers Land Trust-$3,000

Stuart’s Farm, the oldest working farm 
in Westchester County that dates back to 
1828, is a part of Westchester’s 300-year 

agricultural heritage and the 7,400 acres 
of working farmland in Westchester. 
The money will be used to purchase a 
conservation easement from the Stuarts 
that will prohibit any future development 
that is inconsistent with agricultural use. 
Westchester Land Trust is leading the 
project, and will hold the conservation 
easement, along with the county and town. 
The state grant was awarded through a 
competitive process that assessed the 
importance of the land and the viability 
of the farm and business operation. The 
Stuart family will continue to own and 
operate the farm, which attracts more than 

25,000 people per year from the region.
Bob Stuart noted that his children, in-

laws and grandchildren all worked year-
round on the farm, where they grow apples, 
peaches and vegetables during the growing 
season, while also running a bakery and 
selling Christmas trees in the winter. 

“This is a simple family farm and I love 
what I do,” said Stuart, owner of the farm. 
“This is an island of the past. There aren’t 
many family farms left, so it’s important 
that we hang on to them because once a 
farm is gone, it doesn’t get replaced, and 
future generations won’t know what life on 
a farm is like.”

Lori Ensinger, president of the 
Westchester Land Trust, called the farm an 
iconic part of Westchester’s history. 

“We are deeply grateful to be working 
with Westchester County, and all our 
partners to forever preserve this iconic 
part of Westchester’s agricultural legacy,” 
Ensinger said. 

There is bipartisan support from 
members of the Board of Legislators. The 
county portion of the easement would be 
financed with county bonds and requires 
12 votes from the 17-member board.

“This investment balances the need to 
preserve open space with pressure for land 
development in Westchester County,” said 
Board of Legislators Chairman Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers). “Stuart’s Farm and 
other agricultural operations are important 
for the Northern Westchester economy 
and environment. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this investment.”

The proposal has already been approved 
by the Westchester County Planning 
Board, which noted that the easement 
would “nurture the economic climate, 
preserve and protect the county’s natural 
resources and environment, and define 
and protect community character.” 

Ensinger said the Land Trust expects 
to be able to close the acquisition 
within several months, pending final 
administrative approvals from New York 
State. 

From left, Somers Supervisor Rick Morrissey, Betsy and Bob Stuart and County Executive Rob Astorino.

Non-partisan ticket. Rob Greenstein and Lisa Katz are registered 
Democrats. Adam Brodsky is unaffiliated.
 
DeCicco & Sons!  We helped recruit DeCicco & Sons to Millwood!
 
Chappaqua Downtown Revitalization – We planned and started our 
downtown infrastructure project.
 
We Saved the Wallace Auditorium from Demolition – It’s now called 
the Chappaqua Performing Arts Center and we own it – for free!
 
Saved Money & Increased Services – Cut expenses by $4,000,000, kept 
taxes essentially flat and tripled paving budget.
 
We Started the eNewsletter – A communication staple for our community!
 
Responsive & Accessible – We are accessible and responsive!
 
Public Safety – We started New Castle’s Distracted Driving initiative.

RE-ELECT
GREENSTEIN,
BRODSKY & KATZ

Misleading Residents is not a Vision - Click Fact Checks on:

TeamNewCastle.org

TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 7

Why Change Now?  We have more to do!
We are Getting Things Done.  Let’s keep it going! 

Wilton Historical Society presents the 32nd Annual

November 4-5, 2017
 

Saturday, 10-5  |  Sunday, 10-4
 

Benefit Preview Party  |  Friday Evening, November 3  |  6-9  
Tickets  |  Online or call 203.762.7257

For a list of all 40 exhibitors  
visit wiltonhistorical.org

224 Danbury Road (Route 7)  
Wilton, CT 06897   

Westchester to Protect County’s Oldest Working Farm in Somers
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Take a night off from cooking. Bring 
your family and friends to A-HOME’s 
Harvest Food and Wine Festival on 
Tuesday, Nov. 14 to sample the delights 
of at least nine local restaurants and a 
wine merchant. 

From Mediterranean to Ethiopian to 
kosher you can explore new tastes and 
have fun deciding which restaurant 
you’ll be heading to for dinner on the 
weekend. 

Exit 4 Food Hall, Frank & Joe’s, G.O. 
Kosher, La Camelia, Mediterraneo, Mt. 
Kisco Sea Food, Siegel Bros., Travelers 
Rest and Zalibela are among the 

restaurants that will be on hand at the 
festival. Add a carving station and wine 
tasting from Best Wine Purveyors and 
your plate will be full! Coffee, tea and 
non-alcoholic beverages and dessert 
will be available.

“We’d like to invite new community 
friends to join our supporters for 
some great food and a fun, sociable 
evening. Information about A-HOME’s 
supportive affordable housing in 
northern Westchester will be available,” 
said A-HOME’s Executive Director 
Debbie Haglund.

A-HOME, based in Pleasantville, 

has provided long-term, supportive, 
affordable housing since 1985. 

“We have three housing programs, for 
older adults, single-parent families and 
for adults with a disability,” Haglund 
said. “To give you an idea of the need in 
Westchester, we have residents who have 
lived in the woods, a car, overcrowded 
insecure or unsafe housing and in 
shelters. Some were unable to purchase 
sufficient food, others were lacking 
medical care.

“Once people are in safe, secure 
housing they can begin to move forward 
in addressing chronic health problems, 

job skills and other issues,” she added.
A-HOME’s Harvest Food and Wine 

Festival will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 14 
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, located 
at 85 E. Main St. in Mount Kisco. 
Advance discounted tickets are $50 per 
person or two for $80; if you pay at the 
door tickets are $60 per person or two 
for $100. 

Tickets may be purchased by visiting 
www.a-homehousing.org or by calling 
Barbara Coleman at 914-741-0740 ext. 
322 or e-mailing her at bcoleman@a-
homehousing.org. 

All Roads Lead To
PLEASANTVILLE

The Ultimate Combination for Customer Satisfaction

Pleasantville Ford, Inc. Prestige Imports
a division of Pleasantville Ford Inc.

914.769.1800
44 & 47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY 

www.pleasantville-ford.com

The Center of 
Westchester

County
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Total Value
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Caring, Award-winning 
service!

★Pleasantville

Explore Great Restaurants at A-HOME’s Harvest Food and Wine Festival 

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!

Visit

TheExaminerNews.com

and click on Puzzles

at the top of the 

homepage

to play today’s 

crossword!



October 31 - November 6, 2017 The Examiner22



October 31 - November 6, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 23
En

terg
y br

ings
 you.

..

By Anna Young
Growing up with a love of theater, 

Pleasantville High School senior James 
Persons used his passion to create a 
student-run drama organization that 
produces a drama production and raises 
money for theater programs in inner 
city schools.  

With no money in the school budget to 
do more than a spring musical, Persons, 
17, created Plays for Progress two years 
ago, giving students an opportunity to 
participate in a fall drama. 

“I thought it’d be cool, most schools 
have three shows and we only have the 
one, so I thought it’d be nice to have a 
fall drama,” Persons said. “I thought I 
could direct and make it student-run.”

Persons said during the first year 
of the program, his mother, Board of 
Education Trustee Emily Persons, paid 
out of pocket to fund the show and get 
it off the ground. Since then the club 
has been self-sustaining, using ticket 

revenues to keep going. 
With a $5 admission fee and students 

holding collection boxes outside the 
theater, Persons said he realized he 
could also use the money from the 
show and to support nonprofit theater 
programs. 

The drama club has currently raised 
more than $1,000, donating $350 to 
Education Through Music the first year 
and $700 to Inside Broadway last year. 
Persons said his theater troupe would 
continue to donate to Inside Broadway, a 
professional children’s theater company 
in New York City, this year. 

“Hopefully this year we’ll have a 
similar rise,” he said.

Persons grew a liking for acting after 
participating in small shows presented 
by his elementary school. He said after 
receiving positive feedback he asked his 
parents to enroll him in theater camp 
and programs and he hasn’t stopped. 
While he never sat in the director’s seat 

prior to creating the in-school program, 
he said he had learned from other 
directors and thought he could handle 
the challenge. 

“I’ve acted enough times and seen 
enough directors that I thought I 
could probably figure out how to do 
it, especially with a simpler script,” 
Persons said. “I was confident that I 
could do it and I had some good actors, 
so why not.”

Persons said the first time his actors 
took the stage was the most nervous 
he’d ever been. But it was amazing it was 
to see the final product, he said.

“I remember I was hunched over 
leading up to the performance and it 
was so incredible to see everything that 
hadn’t been working and things I had 
been really worried about brought to 
the next level,” Persons said. “It’s been 
really incredible to see that happen 
every year.”

With one week before show time, 
Persons is confident this year will be 
better than last. 

This Saturday, Nov. 4, more than 
20 students will take the stage at 
Pleasantville High School performing 
seven one-act plays written by teens he 
attended theater camp with at Stagedoor 
Manor Performing Arts Training 
Center. Plays will include comedy, 
romance, thrillers and drama.

Persons will also be acting in one of 
the plays this year, which he said he’s 

excited about. 
With the young performer heading 

to college next year, he said he found 
a replacement director to make sure 
the program keeps going well after he’s 
gone. 

“I just hope a lot of people continue 
to show up to get the donations out,” 
Persons said. 

Plays for Progress will present Drama 
Fest this Saturday at 7 p.m. in the 
Pleasantville High School auditorium. 
Tickets will be sold for $5 at the door, 
with proceeds donated to Inside 
Broadway. 

know your
Neighbor

James Persons
Pleasantville

ENGINEERING       TECHNOLOGY       MANAGEMENT        AVIATION

Find Out How at Open House
Saturday, November 11 or 18 at 10 a.m. 

VAUGHN.EDU/REGISTER
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Attorney General Eric Schneiderman 
reminds New Yorkers that open enrollment 
for 2018 health coverage begins this 
Wednesday, Nov. 1 through New York 
State’s health insurance marketplace – New 
York State of Health. 

Schneiderman encourage consumers 
to take advantage of the open enrollment 
period to evaluate how their current health 
plan has met their needs, to evaluate 
whether their current plan will change in a 
way that impacts the benefits they expect to 
use and to consider what other options are 
available.    

“Choosing a health plan is an incredibly 
important decision. The American Care Act 
is still the law – and New Yorkers should 
know they can enroll starting Nov. 1 to 
find the right coverage for their needs,” he 
said. “Exploring the New York Marketplace 
is a great way to start making health care 
enrollment decisions by comparing plans 
and analyzing costs to learn what options 
are available starting Nov. 1.”

New Yorkers seeking coverage effective 
Jan. 1, 2018, must enroll by Dec. 15. Open 
enrollment through the marketplace ends 
on Jan, 31, 2018. This is later than the 
open enrollment period available through 
healthcare.gov for states that rely on the 
federal marketplace to enroll in coverage. 
Enrollments or changes made between 
January 16 and January 31 take effect on 
March 1, 2018.

Once open enrollment for the 

marketplace begins, New Yorkers will be 
able to review all available health insurance 
plans, as well as determine what premium 
subsidy you may be eligible for to reduce the 
cost of your monthly premiums. Coverage 
is also available outside of the marketplace 
– but take note that those plans may have 
different enrollment deadlines. Premium 
subsidies are not available for plans 
purchased outside the marketplace.

The Attorney General’s office encourages 
all New Yorkers when shopping for health 
insurance to:
1. Determine whether a premium subsidy 

is available through the Marketplace to 
make coverage more affordable (such 
subsidies are only available through the 
Marketplace);

2. Check and confirm your provider’s 
participation status within the health 
plan, using the steps set out in the 
brochure;

3. If you take prescription medications, 
check whether they are included in 
the health plan’s formulary, what your 
out-of-pocket expense will be, and 
whether there any pre-authorization 
requirements; and

4. Check what the co-payment or co-
insurance will be for any medical 
services you expect to use during the 
plan year, such as physical therapy or 
mental health services. 

Enrollment in Medicaid, Child Health 
Plus, and the Essential Plan is open year-

round. This means that if you are (or 
become) eligible for one of these programs 
during the course of the year, you can enroll 
at any time. These programs offer low-cost, 
comprehensive health insurance coverage 
to lower-income New Yorkers. Child Health 
Plus is a New York State insurance plan for 
children, and children who are not eligible 
for Medicaid may be eligible to enroll in 
Child Health Plus. The Essential Plan offers 
coverage for up to $20 per month for lower-
income individuals who do not qualify for 
Medicaid or Child Health Plus.  

To learn more about these programs and 
the qualifications for enrollment, please 
visit these websites:
• Medicaid: https://www.health.NY.gov/

health_care/medicaid/
• Child Health Plus: https://www.health.

NY.gov/health_care/child_health_plus/
• Essential Plan: http://info.

nystateofhealth.NY.gov/EssentialPlan
For questions about the New York 

State of Health Marketplace, contact the 
Marketplace directly: 1-855-355-5777.

Arc Stages will present “Company,” a musical comedy by Stephen Sondheim and George Furth 
opening Friday night for the first of  six performances in Pleassanville. The show, directed by Ann-
Ngaire Martin, will also have performances on Nov. 4, 10 and 11 at 8 p.m. and Nov. 5 and 12 at 2 
p.m. For more information and tickets, call 914-747-6206 or visit www.arcstages.org. 

Keeping Good ‘Company’

State’s Health Marketplace Opens This Week for 2018 Plans
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Since 1981 , Consumers Energy Cooperative, Inc. (CECI) has 
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● Established oil delivery and burner service organizations 
● Payment plan options (500 gal. minimum/year) 
● Will-call or automatic delivery service 
● Optional full service  contract with emergency  service 
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Call  us at  (914)  941-2288  or  visit our website at  www.cecioil.com for  information and prices 
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Since 1981, Consumers Energy Cooperative, Inc. (CECI) has 
been successfully negotiating low cost home heating oil and 
professional burner service for its members in Westchester 
and southern Putnam Counties.

Co-Op Membership includes:

● 20-40 cents below the average retail price per gallon
● Established oil delivery and burner service organizations
● Payment plan options (500 gal. minimum/year)
● Will-call or automatic delivery service
● Optional full service contract with emergency service

How to join:

Call the office; access the website; current member referral; civic organization sponsorship

Call us at (914) 941-2288 or visit our website at www.cecioil.com for information and prices
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Tuesday, Oct. 31
Halloween Organ Spooktacular. Come 

in costume and enjoy a 30-minute concert 
of organ classics. Featuring Helga Bartus 
on the organ with The Reformed Church 
of Bronxville’s choir and the Bronxville 
Ballet. Treats to follow. All ages welcome. 
The Reformed Church of Bronxville, 
180 Pondfield Rd., Bronxville. 4 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-337-6776 or visit www.
reformedchurch.org.

Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 
with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

SAT Prep Course. A 10-week, one-
hour weekly class that will teach the test-
taking strategies to help you get the score 
you want. Participants are strongly urged 
to attend all sessions to get the most 
benefit from the class. North Castle Public 
Library, 10 Clove Rd., North White Plains. 
5:15 to 6:15 p.m. Free. Tuesdays through 
Dec. 5. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-948-6359 or visit the 
library.

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 

combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Every Tuesday. Info: 914-273-3887.

Wednesday, Nov. 1
Voting Rights in New York: Purges, 

Problems, Solutions. The League 
of Women Voters of the Rivertowns 
presents this program discussing voter 
purges in New York State, automatic 
voter registration and legal and technical 
solutions to improve access to the ballot. 
Peter Egziabher from the Brennan Center 
for Justice will be the featured speaker. 
A continental breakfast will be served. 
Copper’s Mill Restaurant at the Westchester 
Marriott, 670 White Plains Rd., Tarrytown. 
8:30 a.m. Suggested donation: $12. RSVP 
required. Info and RSVP: 484-431-4946 or 
e-mail info@lwv-rivertowns.org.

All-Day Blood Drive. The Pleasantville 
High School ECHO Club and the 
Pleasantville Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
have scheduled this effort to collected 
whole blood and red cell units. Blood 

donors from all towns are welcome. 
Advance registration recommended; walk-
ins accepted. Pleasantville High School, 60 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Info and registration: 800-933-2566 or visit 
www.nybloodcenter.org/donate-blood.  

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Ambassadors for Successful Aging. 
Are you aware of the benefits available 
to you as a Westchester County senior? 
Information can be provided to you 
on housing, home care, transportation 
options, counseling options, memory 
care, nutrition, vision and dental services 
along with SNAP, HEAP, EPIC and 
STAR and other programs that can save 
you money and help you plan for the 
future. Feel free to discuss a Westchester 
County “ambassador.” No appointment 
necessary. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Also Mondays at the North White Plains 
branch, 10 Clove Rd., North White Plains. 
Info: 914-273-3887 or 914-948-6359.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 
provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening, learning and speaking skills. 
Recommended for children one to two-
and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-769-0548 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 

language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Meditation Series: Midday Mind 
Break. Benefits of meditation include 
increasing focus and memory; increased 
health; reduced stress, anxiety and pain; 
and increased productivity and happiness. 
Led by Alka Kaminer. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd., 
East, Armonk. 12:15 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.com.

Medicare Consulting. James Shelly, 
certified by the Centers for Medicare 
Services, will be on hand to answer 
Medicare questions so you can make 
informed choices. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Also 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon. Every 
Wednesday and Saturday through 
November. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, cardiovascular 
endurance and improved balance, 
strengthening and toning of muscles, better 
digestion, stress reduction, mental clarity, 
improved breathing, relaxation and an 
overall sense of well-being. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-273-3887. 

Mind Games. A fun way for seniors 
to stimulate their minds and improve 
cognitive functioning by playing group 
games.  Phelps Hospital boardroom, 701 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 2 to 3:30 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org. 

Michael Chabon Lecture. The 
bestselling, Pulitzer prize-winning novelist 
will discuss his experience as a screenwriter 
for the feature film “John Carter.” SUNY 
Purchase’s Recital Hall, 735 Anderson Hill 
Rd., Purchase. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-251-6550 or visit www.purchase.edu.

Heart Health. A presentation by Dr. 
Daniel A. Leonard and Dr. A. Garvey Rene 
on preventing heart disease, managing 
stress and how medications can affect your 

continued on next page

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

1. What is the term for the fear of Halloween?
   A) samhainophobia  B) nyctophobia   C) phasmophobia 

2. The TV special “It’s the Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown” first aired on which network?
   A) ABC  B) NBC   C) CBS

3. Stephen Clarke holds the Guinness World Record for what Halloween related event?
   A) most apples bobbed  B) fastest pumpkin carving  C) most costume changes 

4. The word “witch” comes from “wicce,” Old English for what?
   A) wanderer  B) wise woman   C) wood spirit

5. The origins of Halloween can be traced back to what country?
   A) Ireland  B) Russia  C) Germany

6. In the film “Halloween” which fictional character terrorized audiences?
   A) Michael Myers  B) Freddy Kruger   C) Jason Voorhess 

7. Lycanthrope is another word for what?
   A) a vampire  B) a zombie   C) a werewolf

8. The first official city-wide Halloween celebration took place in Anoka in which state?
   A) Michigan  B) Montana   C) Minnesota 

Although it may be appropriate, this week’s quiz was not written by a ghost writer.  Here is your 
opportunity to sink your teeth into some Halloween trivia.  It will be up to you to determine if this 
quiz is a trick or a treat.

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz    By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
A. Nyctophobia is fear of darkness, phasmophobia 
fear of ghosts. 
C. The special first aired on October 27,1966 and 
preempted “My Three Sons” on CBS.
B. Clarke carved a jack-o-lantern in 16.47 seconds 
on October 31, 2013. 
B. In Middle English it became wicche and by 
the16th century it changed to witch. 

A. In Ireland jack-o-lanterns were carved from 
turnips.
A. The film premiered on October 25,1978 and has 
spawned many sequels. 
C. From the Greek words “lykos” meaning wolf and 
“anthropos” meaning human being.
C. The “Halloween Capital of the World” held its 
first celebration in 1920. 
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heart. Presented by CareMount Medical, 
the largest independent multispecialty 
medical group in New York. Includes a 
Q&A and light refreshments. CareMount 
Medical, 110 S. Bedford Rd., Mount 
Kisco. 6 to 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.
caremountmedical.com/conversations.

Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 
Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

Art Series: What’s on at the 
Rijksmuseum. This autumn at the museum 
focuses on some of the heavy-hitters of 
Dutch painting: Seeger and his mysterious 
landscapes; Maelwael, one of Europe’s 
best-paid artists during the Middle Ages; 
and Maris, whom many consider being an 
inspiration to Van Gogh. Discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Downsizing for Empty Nesters and 
Retirees: Where to Begin? Your kids 
are gone but all their stuff is still in their 
rooms. The house is comfortable but you 
don’t need all that space. There are so many 
things to talk about but we’ll give you an 

easy-to-follow plan that will get you from 
start to finish, plus all the resources you 
need. Featuring a panel led by Grace Priore, 
licensed real estate associate broker at ERA 
Insite Realty Services in Pleasantville. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Free. RSVP 
required. Info and RSVP: Contact Grace 
Priore at 914-646-1923 or e-mail Grace.
Priore@era.com.

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

Finding Common Ground: Muslim-
Jewish Relations. Dr. Mehnaz Afridi, the 
author of “The Shoah Through Muslim 
Eyes,” will speak on the state of Muslim-
Jewish relations today. Afridi, a Muslim 
woman, heads an academic center at 

Manhattan College dedicated to learning 
the lessons of the Holocaust. She is a true 
bridge builder who deeply understands 
both the Muslim and Jewish communities. 
Bet Torah, 60 Smith Ave., Mount Kisco. 
7:30 p.m. Free. RSVP required. Info and 
RSVP: Contact the American Jewish 
Committee at 914-948-5585, or e-mail 
westchester@ajc.org.

Thursday, Nov. 2
Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 

story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org. 

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Advanced Beginner and Intermediate 
Bridge Class. Do you want to improve 
your bridge game, but the beginner class is 
redundant for you? This class is for people 
with some knowledge of the game. With 
Joel Goren. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Thursdays through Nov. 16. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
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By Neal Rentz
The world of dance in all its forms 

will be showcased on film during the 
next week in the annual Dance on Film 
series at the Jacob Burns Film Center in 
Pleasantville.

This year’s series, scheduled to open 
Wednesday night and run through 
Nov. 9, was organized by Burns’ film 
programmer Kathryn Bonomi. It 
consists of six features and one program 
of shorts.

The series has been held since the 
film center opened in 2001, when it was 
initially called Dance on Camera.

Dance on Film opens with the 
docudrama “Rudolf Nureyev: Dance to 
Freedom,” directed by Richard Curson 
Smit, which traces the choreographer 
and ballet star’s defection from the 
Soviet Union while he was on tour in 
Paris in 1961. 

“The whole Western world opened up 
to him,” Bonomi said. 

Following the opening night screening, 
there will be a discussion with dancer 
David Hallberg and choreographer 
Peter Pucci. Hallberg will sign advance 
copies of his memoir, “A Body of Work: 
Dancing to the Edge and Back.”

Though most of the series is devoted 
to feature films, “Dancers Dancing” is 
a program of shorts curated by Pucci, 

a Mount Kisco resident, slated for Nov. 
2. The common theme of the program 
is how professional dancers overcome 
technical, environmental and other 
challenges to their choreographic styles, 
Bonomi said. Following the shorts 
presentation, Pucci will host a discussion 
with Larry Clark of the Purchase College 
Conservatory of Dance. Clark is a dancer, 
choreographer and an artistic director.

The series will conclude on Nov. 8 and 
9 with screenings of the documentary, 
“In the Steps of Trisha Brown,” directed 
by Marie-Hélène Rebois. Bonomi 
said Brown was a “revolutionary” 

choreographer who died at 80 years old 
in March. 

Dancers who worked with Brown 
had to put aside much of what they 
had previously learned about their 
profession to be able to master her 
techniques, which included using ropes 
and harnesses to enable the dancers 
to scale walls. Following the Nov. 8 
screening, Pucci will conduct a question-
and-answer session with Carolyn Lucas, 
dancer and associate artistic director of 
the Trisha Brown Company.

Bonomi said movie patrons’ love of 
dance and involvement with local dance 
schools and programs are two of the 
main reasons behind the popularity of 
the series.

“There’s lots of dancers and lots of 
students of dance in the area,” Bonomi 
said. 

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located 
at 364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. Call 
914-747-5555 or visit burnsfilmcenter.
org for more information, including 
ticket prices.

Dance on Film Doesn’t Miss a Step in its Return to the Burns

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER  PHOTOS
The docudrama “Rudolf  Nureyev: Dance to 
Freedom,” directed by Richard Curson Smith, is 
the opening night feature in the annual Dance 
on Film series, which is scheduled to begin 
Wednesday evening at the Jacob Burns Film 
Center.

The documentary “In the Steps of  Trisha Brown” will be screened on Nov. 8 and 9 as part of  the 
Dance on Film series.
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mountpleasantlibrary.org.
Health for Life Programs. Are you 55 

or older with a chronic health condition 
or caring for someone with a health issue? 
This workshop can enhance your quality of 
life and provide fun while learning. Offered 
by the Westchester County Department of 
Senior Programs and Services, it focuses 
on the mind-body connection, better 
breathing, fall prevention and getting a 
good night’s sleep. Bedford Hills Train 
Station, 46 Depot Plaza, Bedford Hills. 2 
to 4:30 p.m. Free. Advance registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
Marikay Capasso at 914-813-6427 or 
mqcq@westchestergov.com.

Holocaust & Human Rights Education 
Center Professional Development 
Workshop: Teaching About Race and 
Racism. This workshop explores commonly 
held beliefs and biases that influence an 
educator’s ability to be responsive to all 
students. Engage in personal reflection, 
learn strategies for facilitating difficult 
conversations, plan student-centered 
instruction and investigate ways to 
include teaching about implicit bias, race, 
racism, police violence and crimes against 
humanity in your academic instruction. 
Participants will receive “use tomorrow” 
classroom resources, publications from 
Teaching Tolerance, a project of the 
Southern Poverty Law Center and four 
CTLE credit hours. Suitable for educators 
from kindergarten through college. Iona 
College’s Spellman Hall, Thomas J. Burke 
Lounge, 715 North Ave., New Rochelle. 3 
to 7 p.m. Free. RSVP required. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julia Scallero at 914-696-
0738, visit https://hhrecny.z2systems.com/
np/clients/hhrecny/event.jsp?event=50 or 
e-mail jscallero@hhrecny.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

“John Carter.” A screening of the 
film and conversation with novelist and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Michael 
Chabon who served as a screenwriter for 
the film. SUNY Purchase’s Humanities 
Building lecture hall, 735 Anderson Hill 
Rd., Purchase. 4:30 to 7:15 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-251-6550 or visit www.purchase.edu.

Obstetrics and Gynecology. A 
presentation by Dr. Amy Magneson who 
will discuss key topics including adolescent 
gynecology, tips for parents talking to their 

teens about sexual health and women’s 
health including natural vs. cesarean 
birth. Presented by CareMount Medical, 
the largest independent multispecialty 
medical group in New York. Includes a 
Q&A and light refreshments. CareMount 
Medical, 110 S. Bedford Rd., Mount 
Kisco. 6 to 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.
caremountmedical.com/conversations.

Great Books Forum Series. Edward 
Albee’s “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf” 
will be discussed. Led by Professor Brian 
Centrone. Westchester Community 
College’s Gateway Center, Room 131, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: E-mail Professor James Werner 
at james.werner@sunywcc.edu.

English as a Second Language Class. 
Strengthen your English skills through 
pronunciation exercises, grammar exercises 
and conversation practice. All are welcome 
to participate in these informal small 
English Language Learner group classes. 
The friendly, flexible yet structured setting 
is ideal for those who want to improve 
their English communication skills. Led by 
Stacey Fields. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Give Us the Ballot: An Evening With 
Voting Rights Journalist and Historian 
Ari Berman. Award-winning journalist 
Ari Berman, named one of the “50 most 
influential political pundits” in the U.S. 
by “Business Insider,” will discuss the 
Voting Rights Act before answering 
audience questions and signing copies of 
his book, “Give Us the Ballot: The Modern 
Struggle for Voting Rights in America.” 
ArtsWestchester, 31 Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains. 7 to 8:30 p.m. $20. Info: Visit 
www.artswestchester.org.

The Yardbirds in Concert. This 
acclaimed English rock is a seminal group 
in the blues-rock and psychedelic-rock 
music scenes that dominated the mid-
1960s landscape. An integral part of the 
British Invasion, these musical pioneers 
played a significant role in laying the 
groundwork for rock music. The band 
crafted rock anthems “For Your Love,” 
“Over Under Sideways Down,” “Train 
Kept A-Rollin’” and “Heart Full of Soul,” 
building a legacy that still goes strong. 
Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown 
St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $44.50, $52 and 
$68.60. Info: and tickets: 914-739-0039 or 
visit www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Matt Schofield in Concert. With a 
series of highly lauded albums to his credit, 
English blues guitarist Matt Schofield has 
earned a steady string of critical kudos, 
from a ranking in the top ten of current 
British blues guitarists by Guitar & Bass 
Magazine to his induction into the British 
Blues Awards Hall of Fame and a series 
of high profile performances alongside 
such notables as Buddy Guy and Robben 
Ford. Matt Schofield adds a seamless 

blend of funk, jazz and classic covers 
to his trademark sound. Chappaqua 
Performing Arts Center, 480 Bedford Rd., 
Chappaqua. 8 p.m. $16 to $34. Info: 914-
458-5143 or visit www.ChappaquaPAC.
org. Tickets: 1-800-745-3000 or visit www.
Ticketmaster.org.

Friday, Nov. 3
Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with Amy. 

A great dance fitness workout for those who 
like to sweat, sizzle and tone while moving 
to the beat of exhilarating rhythms with 
a low impact/high intensity approach. A 
perfect class for those who need to protect 
vulnerable body parts such as knees, 
shoulders and back. Try a free trial class. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to 
noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. Info: Call or 
text the instructor at 914-643-6162.

Full Moon Wolf Walk. While enjoying 
nature’s autumn chatter by the outdoor fire 
pit, guests will enjoy seasonal treats and the 
symphony of howls from the wolves. Guests 
will learn about the history of wolves in the 
United States, the importance of wolves 
in a healthy ecosystem and the efforts to 
save these creatures for future generations. 
There will also be a short moonlit walk 
to visit ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, 
Zephyr and Nikai. Bring flashlights. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 6 p.m. 
$20. Pre-registration required. Info and 
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org. 

“The Finest Hours.” Join New York 
Times bestselling author Michael Tougias 
for a screening of this film. The feature-
length motion picture produced by Walt 
Disney Pictures is based on Tougias’ book 
about the Coast Guard’s daring rescue 
attempt off the coast of Cape Cod after a 
pair of oil tankers were destroyed during a 
blizzard in 1952. Following the screening, 
Tougias will speak briefly about how the 
film was made and signed books will be 
available for purchase. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. Screening 
at 7 p.m. Free (A $5 or $10 donation 
is appreciated.) Advanced registration 
recommended. Info and registration: 914-
737-7878 ext. 0 if you plan to attend.  

Friday Night Cinema: “North By North 
West.” Hitchcock’s 1959 definitive thriller, 
follows an New York City ad executive 
(Cary Grant), in a case of mistaken identity. 
Everything spins out of control when a spy, 
played by James Mason, hunts him down, 
thinking he’s a government agent. 

Post-screening discussion led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Freedom Sings! Songs of the Civil 
Rights Movement. Legendary musicians 
and storytellers Kim and Reggie Harris 
discuss and perform traditional African-
American spirituals and freedom songs in 

an interactive performance. They combine 
a strong folk and gospel legacy with a solid 
background in classical, rock and pop 
music. ArtsWestchester, 31 Mamaroneck 
Ave., White Plains. 7 to 8:30 p.m. $15. Info 
and tickets: 914-428-4220 or visit www.
artswestchester.org.

Country Line Dance. Dancing followed 
by a complete dinner. All proceeds to go 
to the scholarship fund at Fox Lane High 
School and New York Boys’ State. Moses 
Taylor American Legion Post 136, 1 
Legion Way, Mount Kisco. 7 to 11 p.m. $15 
per person. First Friday of every month. 
Info: 914-241-0136.

WCC Film Series: “Dark Horse.” Based 
on a true rags-to-riches story, some locals 
convinced to invest in the breeding of a 
championship race horse. While initially 
not promising, the stallion has as much 
heart as strength. Although a horrific 
tragedy ensues, a happy ending prevails.   
The third of six Friday evening screenings. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Davis Auditorium, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. Doors open 
at 7:10 p.m. Refreshments at 7:20 p.m. 
Screening at 7:45 p.m. $11. Seniors: $10. 
Info and tickets: 914-723-3186.

Black Violin Classical Bloom Tour. 
Classically trained musicians, Wilner 
“Wil B” Baptiste (viola) and Kevin “Kev 
Marcus” Sylvester (violin) met as high 
school orchestra nerds; today they play 
genre-bending music, radically fusing 
hip-hop and pop with classical to create 
a kaleidoscope of sounds uniquely their 
own. Purchase College Concert Hall, 735 
Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 8 p.m. $17.50, 
$27.50, $40 and $50. Info: and tickets: 914-
251-6200 or visit www.artscenter.org.

“Company.” Arc Stages presents this 
musical comedy by Stephen Sondheim 
and George Furth. On the night of his 
35th birthday, confirmed bachelor Robert 
contemplates his unmarried state. Over 
the course of a series of dinners, drinks 
and even a wedding, his friends explain 
the pros and cons of taking on a spouse. 
The habitually single Robert is forced 
to question his adamant retention of 
bachelorhood during a hilarious array 
of interactions. Directed by Ann-Ngaire 
Martin. 147 Wheeler Ave., Pleasantville. 8 
p.m. $28. Seniors and students: $22. Also 
Nov. 4, 10 and 11 at 8 p.m. and Nov. 5 and 
12 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: 914-747-6206 
or visit www.arcstages.org.

 
Saturday, Nov. 4

Pleasantville Farmers Market. 
Experience the largest year-round farmers 
market in Westchester and the one 
voted Best of Westchester from 2014 to 
2017. With 56 vendors and seven nearby 
parking lots, the market is a delicious 
good time every week. This market is a 
dog-free environment. Memorial Plaza, 
Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays 

continued from page 27
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By mid-fall, after the candy 
wrappers have been pried from 
chocolate-covered fingers and the 
giant spiders have been packed away 
for another year, the bright stars of 
winter start to make their way into 
the sky early enough for us to see 
them and still get a good night’s rest. 
Leading the way into these cool, clear 
nights is the constellation Taurus, the 
giant mythological bull. 

Taurus is a broad group of stars 
that takes up a 
fairly wide patch 
of sky. In early 
November, you 
can find it by 
looking toward the east just after dark. 
While it doesn’t have an instantly 
identifiable asterism, a recognizable 
group of stars, like Orion’s belt or the 
Big Dipper, it has quite a lot going for 
it if you’re looking with the naked eye.

The dipper-shaped Pleiades and 
V-shaped Hyades are two of the 
nearest star clusters to Earth. They’re 
wonderful without lenses, though 

spectacular with even a small pair of 
binoculars. Both of them are in Taurus 
and are close enough to the ecliptic, 
which is roughly the path the sun and 
moon take across the sky, that we’re 
often treated to the gorgeous sight of 
the moon shining near them. 

November’s full moon, the Beaver 
Moon, will be this Friday, Nov. 3. 
Two nights later, on Nov. 5, look for 
the waning gibbous Moon. As night 
falls, it will be in, or really, in front of 

Hyades. Through 
the early part of 
the night, it will 
gradually block 
out one star after 

another, until it gets to Aldebaran, the 
bright star that represents the bull’s 
red eye. If you look closely just before 
8 p.m. you’ll see the moon cross 
between us and Aldebaran. The star 
will vanish and then reappear about 
an hour later. 

Occultations like these, which 
are similar to the solar eclipse that 
happened in August, aren’t rare. In 

fact, Aldebaran and the 
moon have been going 
through a series of them 
for many months. Still, 
they’re fun and exciting 
to see when it’s dark 
enough and the moon 
is high enough to see it. 
Plus, tricks of perspective 
like these provide an 
interesting insight into the 
how the solar system and 
the galaxy work. 

With Saturn gone from 
the night’s sky, most of 
the action with the planets is in 
November’s morning skies. Venus, 
Mars and Jupiter are all there. If you 
have a good view toward the east and 
you’re willing to climb out of bed 
before sunrise on Nov. 13, the two 
brightest, Venus and Jupiter, will be 
close enough to each other that it will 
be difficult to tell where one ends and 
the other begins. A pair of binoculars 
will help separate them. Ruddy red 
Mars and a waning crescent moon will 

look on from higher in the 
sky. The planets have been 
putting on quite a show 
in the mornings for some 
time, so any morning will 
be great if you can’t make 
it on the 13th.

Don’t forget to set 
your clocks back an hour 
overnight heading from 
Saturday, Nov. 4 into 
Sunday, Nov. 5.

I hope you’ll step 
outside and enjoy 
the view. Thank you, 

veterans, happy Thanksgiving and 
spooky skies!

Scott Levine has loved astronomy 
since he was young and now watches 
and writes about the skies near his 
Croton-on-Hudson home. You can 
read Scott’s Sky Watch astronomy 
website, with its “Space, taken easy” 
approach to naked-eye astronomy, at 
scottastronomy.wordpress.com. You 
can also find him at astroscott@yahoo.
com or on Twitter @scottlevine13. 

The November Sky Serves Up Plenty of Treats for Star Gazers

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No.: 60616/2017
Date of Filing: September 15, 2017
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF WEST-
CHESTER, OCWEN LOAN SER-
VICING, LLC. , Plaintiff,-against-
“JOHN DOE” AND “JANE DOE” 
1 THROUGH 50, INTENDING TO 
BE THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DIS-
TRIBUTES, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, 
TRUSTEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, 
AND   ASSIGNEES OF THE ESTATE 
OF JEANNE E. ELLIOTT WHO WAS 
BORN IN 1923 AND DIED ON JAN-
UARY 18, 2017, A RESIDENT OF 
THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER, 
WHOSE LAST KNOWN ADDRESS 
WAS 50 CRESTVIEW STREET, NEW 
ROCHELLE, NY 10801, THEIR SUC-
CESSORS IN INTEREST IF ANY OF 
THE AFORESAID DEFENDANTS 
BE DECEASED, THEIR RESPEC-
TIVE HEIRS AT LAW, NEXT OF 
KIN, AND SUCCESSORS IN INTER-
EST OF THE AFORESAID CLASSES 
OF PERSON, IF THEY OR ANY OF 
THEM BE DEAD, AND THEIR RE-
SPECTIVE HUSBANDS, WIVES OR 
WIDOWS, IF ANY, ALL OF WHOM 
AND WHOSE NAMES AND PLAC-
ES OF RESIDENCE ARE UNKNOWN 
TO THE PLAINTIFF"; UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA O/B/O SEC-
RETARY OF HOUSING & URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT; JOHN DOES'' AND 
''JANE DOES'',  SAID NAMES BEING 
FICTITIOUS, PARTIES INTEND-

ED BEING POSSIBLE TENANTS OR 
OCCUPANTS OF PREMISES, AND 
CORPORATIONS, OTHER ENTI-
TIES OR PERSONS WHO CLAIM, OR 
MAY CLAIM, A LIEN AGAINST THE 
PREMISES, Defendants.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFEN-
DANTS: YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED to answer the complaint in 
this action and to serve a copy of your 
answer, or, if the complaint is not served 
with this summons, to serve a Notice 
of Appearance on the Plaintiff 's attor-
ney(s) within twenty (20) days after 
the service of this summons, exclusive 
of the day of service, where service is 
made by delivery upon you personally 
within the State, or within thirty (30) 
days after completion of service where 
service is made in any other manner, 
and in case of your failure to appear or 
answer, judgment will be taken against 
you by default for the relief demanded 
in the complaint.
NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 
LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to this summons 
and complaint by serving a copy of the 
answer on the attorney for the mort-
gage company who filed this foreclo-
sure proceeding against you and filing 
the answer with the court, a default 
judgment may be entered and you can 
lose your home. Speak to an attorney or 
go to the court where your case is pend-
ing for further information on how  
to answer the summons and protect 
your property.

Sending a payment to your mortgage 
company will not stop this foreclosure 
action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING 
A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE 
ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND 
FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE 
COURT.
YOU ARE HEREBY PUT ON NOTICE 
THAT WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY IN-
FORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE  
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFEN-
DANTS:
The foregoing summons is served upon 
you by publication pursuant to an Or-
der of the Honorable David F. Everett of 
the Supreme Court of the State of New 
York, signed on September 8, 2017, and 
filed with supporting papers in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the County of West-
chester, State of New York.
The object of this action is to foreclose a 
mortgage upon the premises described 
below, executed by JEANNE E. EL-
LIOTT to MORTGAGE ELECTRON-
IC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC., 
AS NOMINEE FOR LIBERTY HOME 
EQUITY SOLUTIONS, INC., SUC-
CESSORS AND ASSIGNS bearing 
date March 7, 2014 and recorded in the 
County of Westchester on April 4, 2014 
in Control Number: 540833164.    
Thereafter said mortgage was assigned 
to OCWEN LOAN SERVICING LLC 

by assignment of mortgage dated April 
14, 2017 and recorded in the County of 
Westchester on April 24, 2017 in Con-
trol Number 571083319.  Said premis-
es being known as and by 50 CREST-
VIEW STREET, NEW ROCHELLE, 
NY  10801. Date: August 22, 2017 Bat-
avia, New York Andrea Clattenburg, 
Esq.ROSICKI, ROSICKI & ASSO-
CIATES, P.C. Attorneys for Plaintiff, 
Batavia Office 26 Harvester Avenue, 
Batavia, NY 14020, 585.815.0288

Help For Homeowners In Foreclosure
New York State Law requires that we 
send you this notice about the foreclo-
sure process. Please read it carefully. 
Mortgage foreclosure is a complex pro-
cess. Some people may approach you 
about “saving” your home. You should 
be extremely careful about any such 
promises. The State encourages you to 
become informed about your options 
in foreclosure. There are government 
agencies, legal aid entities and other 
non-profit organizations that you may 
contact for information about foreclo-
sure while you are working with your 
lender during this process. To locate 
an entity near you, you may call the 
toll-free helpline maintained by the 
New York State Banking Department at 
1-877-BANKNYS (1-877-226-5697) or 
visit the Department’s website at www.
banking.state.ny.us. The State does not 
guarantee the advice of these agencies.

Legal Notice

By Scott Levine

Clear Skies
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through Nov. 18. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. 
Locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating 
a connection between shoppers and 
small-scale food producers in the region. 
Chappaqua train station. Chappaqua. 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit 
www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Children’s Art Workshop. The 
Mamaroneck Artists Guild is hosting a new 
monthly series of children’s art workshops. 
This month participants will design 
their own cereal box. Recommended 
for children 5 to 12 years old; younger 
children are welcome if accompanied by 
an adult. Mamaroneck Artists Guild, 126 
Larchmont Ave., Larchmont. 9:30 a.m. $15 
donation. The first Saturdays of each month 
through July 2018. Info: 914-834-1117 or 
visit www.mamaroneckartistsguild.org. 

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. This 
is a hands-on class that will be geared to the 
level of experience of the class and challenge 
all participants. Wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East. 
Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Author Talk and Book Signing. 
Author Michael Tougias presents a two-
part multimedia presentation on “The 
Finest Hours: The True Story of the U.S. 
Coast Guard’s Most Daring Sea Rescue.” 
He will also discuss his book, “So Close 
to Home: The True Story of an American 
Family’s Fight for Survival During 
WWII,” about the Downs family as they 
struggle against sharks, hypothermia, 
drowning and dehydration in their effort 
to survive the aftermath of a deadly May 
19, 1942, U-boat attack. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
Registration and continental breakfast at 
10:30 a.m. Program at 11 a.m. Free. (A $5 
or $10 donation is appreciated.) Advanced 
registration recommended. Info and 
registration: 914-737-7878 ext. 0 if you 
plan to attend.

Meditation Workshop. Michael 
Cardillo will help you reach peace and a 
clear vision in meeting your life’s goals. An 
AA member, he will share his knowledge 
and meditation techniques. Open to all. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. 
Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why it’s a special 
time for packs in North America. Guests 
will visit ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, 
Nikai and Zephyr as well as the critically 

endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $14. Children 
(under 12): $11. Also Nov. 10, 11, 12, 18 
and 25 at 11 a.m., Nov. 5 at 12:30 and Nov. 
19, 24 and 26 at 2 p.m. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 914-
763-2373 or visit www.nywolf.org. 

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. 
Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-215-1720 
or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Also Nov. 
5, 18, 19 and 26. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Pack Chat for Kids. This is the best 
introduction to wolves for families with 
young children. Kids will learn about the 
mythology surrounding wolves and the 
important role they play in the natural 
world. Guests will visit ambassador wolves 
Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr as well as 
the critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican gray wolves. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 2 p.m. Adults: $14. 
Children (under 12): $11. Also Nov. 19, 
24 and 26 at 11 a.m. and Nov. 11, 18, 25 
at 2 p.m. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: 914-763-2373 or visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Stories in the Stones. St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church’s second annual 
dramatized cemetery tour, with local actors 
telling the stories of 12 individuals interred 
in the historic St. Stephen’s Cemetery in 
downtown Armonk. Featuring a new set 
of stories for this year, you can hear about 
the extraordinary lives of ordinary people, 
from Civil War veterans until the last few 
years. St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 50 
Bedford Rd., Armonk. 4 to 6 p.m. Adults: 
$10. Children: $5. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.ststephensarmonk.org.

The Really Big Show. Morgan Stanley 
is partnering with Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Family Services of Westchester to host 
this charitable fundraiser and variety show 
in the tradition of “The Ed Sullivan Show.” 
Headlining this year’s event will be actor 
and comedian Jay Leno with an additional 
guest performance by Broadway star and 
two-time Tony Award nominee Norm 
Lewis. Joining Leno and Lewis will be 
singers, songwriters, ensembles and more, 
with former New York Giants running 
back Tiki Barber serving as emcee. The 
Performing Arts Center at Purchase 
College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
6 p.m. Tickets starting at $150. Info and 
tickets: 914-251-6200.

A Tribute to Dizzy Gillespie. To mark 
the centennial year of his birth, an all-
star lineup of today’s great jazz artists 
will celebrate the life and music of Dizzy 
Gillespie. He not only ushered in the era 
of Be-Bop in the American jazz tradition, 
he left a legacy of musical excellence that 
embraced and fused all musical forms. 
His goodwill and good humor gave jazz 
musicians and fans throughout the world 
with the genuine sense of jazz’s ability to 
transcend national and ethnic boundaries. 
PepsiCo Theatre, 735 Anderson Hill 
Rd., Purchase. 8 p.m. $52.50, $62.50 and 
$72.50. Info and tickets: 914-251-6200 or 
visit www.artscenter.org.

Sunday, Nov. 5
All-Mozart Piano Concert. Adam Kent 

performs in this family-friendly concert 
featuring rondos, sonatas, variations and 
other works by the beloved genius from 
Salzburg, as well as an imaginary encounter 
between Mozart and another celebrated 
son of Vienna from a later century, 
Sigmund Freud. Community Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, 468 Rosedale 
Ave., White Plains. 12:30 p.m.  Suggested 
donation: $20. Students and seniors: $10. 
Children (13 and under): $5. Maximum 
family donation is $45. Info and tickets: 
Visit www.cucwp.org/concert-series. 

Come and Meet Your (Former) 
Neighbors: Now Permanently Residing 
at Fair Ridge Cemetery.” The New Castle 
Historic Society and Fair Ridge Cemetery 
are sponsoring a public reception 
celebrating the 150th anniversary of the 
cemetery, including guided tours of its 
most historic sections. Founded in 1867 by 
a group of prominent New Castle citizens, 
its first president was Horace Greeley. 
The cemetery tours will highlight the 
monuments of several historic families, 
whose landmark homes still exist, such 
as the Haights, Havilands, Quinbys and 
Washburns. Refreshments will be served. 
Fair Ridge Cemetery, 475 Quaker Rd., 
Chappaqua. 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. Tours are 
at 1, 2:15 and 3:30 p.m. Free. (Rescheduled 
from Oct. 29.) Advance registration 
recommended. Info and registration: 
Contact Cassie Ward at 914-238-4666 or 
director@newcastlehs.org

A Tribute to Marta Eggerth and 
Jan Kiepura. New Rochelle Opera will 
host this tribute to the life and careers of 
Eggerth and her husband. The couple 
appeared together in more than 2,000 
performances of “The Merry Widow,” with 
Eggerth portraying Hanna, the wealthy 
widow, and Kiepura singing the role of her 
suitor, Count Danilo. The presentation will 
feature discussion, video clips and photos 
as told by Marjan Kiepura and Jane Knox, 
the son and daughter-in-law of Eggerth 
and Kiepura. All proceeds will support the 
company’s 2018 production of Puccini’s 
“La Boheme.” A coffee and dessert 
reception will follow the performance. The 

Fountainhead, 55 Quaker Ridge Rd., New 
Rochelle. 3 p.m. $40. Info: 914-576-1617. 
Tickets: 1-800-838-3006 ext. 1 or visit 
www.nropera.org. 

Verona Quartet. Verona Quartet 
inaugurates their Caramoor residency 
with a program of spirited classics of 
the string quartet repertoire by Ravel 
and Beethoven, as well as a new work by 
American composer Sebastian Currier, 
which they premiered earlier this year. The 
quartet is one of today’s most compelling 
young string quartets. Caramoor Center 
for Music and the Arts, 149 Girdle Ridge 
Rd., Katonah. 3 p.m. $15 and $35. Students 
(18 and under): Free. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.caramoor.org.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot 
dance floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with 
friends. Refreshments served. Broadway 
26 Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 3 to 
6 p.m. $12. Also the third Saturday of each 
month from 8 p.m. to midnight. $16. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

The Don DuPont Swing Band in 
Concert. This benefit for the Mount Kisco 
Interfaith Food Pantry, will feature swing, 
jive and Latin-style ballroom dancing in 
the tradition of the great bands of the 1930s 
and ’40. Led by Don DuPont and featuring 
Don DuPont, Jr. and Michele DuPont 
Eames on vocals. Bedford Presbyterian 
Church, Village Green, Bedford. 4:30 
to 6 p.m. $20 (tax free contribution). 
Info: 914-234-3672 or e-mail info@
bedfordprechurch.org

Salsa Social. Come and learn how to 
Salsa. A fun and exciting workout. Singles 
or couples; no partner necessary. Josie’s 
School of Dance, 42 Memorial Plaza, Level 
B, Pleasantville. 5 to 9 p.m. Intro lesson 
at 4:30 p.m. $10 admission. Dinner: $6. 
Typically, the first Sunday of every month. 
Info: 914-332-8670.

Celebrating Hank Kensing and Blue 
Mountain Housing. Honor the life and 
work of Kensing and Blue Mountain 
Housing and their efforts toward 
developing affordable housing. Crabtree’s 
Kittle House, 1 Kittle Rd., Chappaqua. 
5 to 9 p.m. $125. Info and reservations: 
Visit www.mkt.com/allied-community-
enterprises-inc.

Monday, Nov. 6
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
719 Bedford Rd., Bedford Hills (next to 
ShopRite). 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday. RSVP suggested. Info and RSVP: 
Contact Tina Campbell at 914-441-1383 
or e-mail tinacampbell@masternetworks.
net. or just drop in. 

continued from page 28
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Veterans are invited to observe the
Holiday at our annual luncheon*

THE RED ROOM
November 10th or November 11th

12pm-3pm
Free Veterans Club Key Chain and Hat with Membership.

While supplies last.

Card Benefits include
• Free Valet • 15% Discount on Food

• Exclusive Veterans Events, Gifts, Promotions and more

Join us
November 10th & 11th

as we introduce our new honorary
VETERANS EMPIRE CLUB CARD

EMPIRE CITY CASINO
SALUTES OUR VETERANS

Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.
Must have Proper Military ID to Receive Veterans Empire Club Card. *One date per Veterans Club Member. Limited seating. First come, first serve.

Visit a Promotions Booth for complete rules and details.
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People often say that the 
most important thing they 
seek in their home life is 
peace and quiet. While some 
people can live happily with 
the most extraordinary noise 
surrounding them, such as 
those living near an airport, 
others seem to be more sensitive 
to less extraneous sounds, such 
as passing cars. 

I have learned through the 
years that there are times 
when you can do something 
about noise in your living 
environment and, other times, 
you’re just out of luck.

A neighbor of mine recently 
asked me if I was annoyed by any noise in 
my condo building, and I answered that 
I wasn’t. My unit has always been like 
a tomb, while he complains of hearing 
rock music every night but can’t identify 
its source. He also he says he hears a 
motor from the roof, and again, while I 
also live on the top floor, I don’t hear a 
thing. I’m lucky I guess, but there have 
been times when I haven’t been.

At one time, my single-family home 
was located diagonally across from 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind before it 
installed soundproof kennels. Every 
day, a contingent of 140 dogs barked 
incessantly while outside “socializing” 

with each other. It was 
unbearable to me and many of 
my neighbors. 

Together, we formed a 
committee to deal with a 
less than cooperative CEO 
at the time to force the 
organization to be a more 
accommodating neighbor. 
That made us unpopular with 
some people who thought it 
was unreasonable for us to 
challenge an institution that 
did such noble work. Then 
again, these people didn’t live in 
the immediate neighborhood. 
But our campaign eventually 
brought results with needed 

soundproofing.
When I lived in apartments in the city, 

I could go nuts about a noisy neighbor 
above me or to either side of me. And 
when I fell in love with and bought 
my first home in Brooklyn Heights, 
I found that it sat directly over the A 
train subway line. Visiting dinner guests 
would sometimes have a look of mild 
panic when the rumbling train barreled 
below us. “What is that?” they would ask 
as though they might be experiencing 
the city’s first earthquake. 

We loved the house and learned to 
accept the noise. In fact, when the transit 
workers went on strike for a week, we 

missed the sound that lulled and vibrated 
us to sleep at night.

Those who live in a single-family 
house expect to be spared the kind of 
noise pollution that one might face in 
an apartment, co-op or condo with 
common walls.  But we have all of the 
outdoors to carry annoying sound waves 
– lawn mowers, leaf blowers, cars and 
trucks.  

In our region, the Department of 
Transportation helps those residents 
who live close to major highways by 
erecting tall sound barrier walls. When 
installed on both sides of a highway, 
it can be much like passing through a 
tunnel without a ceiling. I really hate 
the fact that some of these walls are now 
appearing on secondary roads, such 
as on Route 6, which traverses upper 
Westchester.   

It is estimated that as much as 90 
percent of outdoor noise comes inside 
via windows and doors. Good insulated 
windows are the best defense to prevent 
outdoor noise from becoming indoor 
noise.

If you happen to live in an apartment, 
co-op or condo, the concern is more 
about how protective the ceiling and 
floor insulation is. There is a reason 
why many units for sale are promoted 
with such phrases as “no one above 
or below” or “end unit with only one 

shared wall.” But if you find that you’re 
sharing too much of your neighbors’ 
personal lives, there are companies that 
sell soundproofing wallboard to add as a 
second skin for more privacy.

Another option for quieting your 
space and mind is to create white noise 
or more pleasant distracting noise to 
take the edge off the irritating noise. I 
have a sound effects device that I used 
to take with me on road trips when I 
had to stay in hotels or motels on busy 
highways. It creates the sound of ocean 
waves, waterfalls, rain and a variety of 
other soothing sounds.

Instead of covering your ears and 
living other peoples’ lives, you can make 
your own privacy by addressing sound 
pollution creatively. Of course, the most 
direct protection to unwanted noise are 
earphones from an iPod or, simpler yet, 
old-fashioned ear plugs. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Noise at Home: What You Can and Can’t Do About It

Wrap up your 
holiday décor 
now and save.

Pirouette ® Window Shadings

$100        
REBATE*

ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES OF 
HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW FASHIONS

Make sure your home is holiday ready by ordering beautiful new  
Hunter Douglas window fashions today. Rebate savings are  
available on select styles, 9/16/17  
through 12/11/17. Ask for details.

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/17—12/11/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim 
receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details 
and rebate form. ©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 17Q4MAGPIRC2

Accent On Interiors
742 Bedford Rd Ste 2

M-F: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sun: Closed
914-666-8036
www.accentoninteriorsny.com

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Norm Ave. , Mt. Kisco (next to Kohl’s)
www.bedfordgravel.com

914-241 3851

Gravel • Mulches • Topsoil • Fieldstone

 2 41- 38 5 1
 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT
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 Experience = Success 

Sharon Foley
NYS Lic Real Estate Salesperson
ERA Insite Realty Services
370 Manville Rd., Pleasantville
Offi ce:  914-769-2222
Cell:  914-649-1157
E-Mail:Sharon.Foley@ERA.com

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home.
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with 20 years of experience and success 

in Real Estate, and now with the power and tools of ERA behind me, 
I will be happy to answer all your questions.

Please Contact Sharon Foley (née Tompkins)
 And remember - my time is your time. 

  
  

  
  

HANDBAGS
Renewal • Repair • Cleaning

Shoe repair • Dry Cleaning • Wash & Fold

Green Pink Cleaners
49 Wheeler Ave.
Pleasantville, NY
914-769-5143

Sarang 7 
320 Chappaqua Road
Briarcliff Manor, NY

914-502-0062

7 
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By Danny Lopriore
Jacob Eisenbach was a 16-year-old 

Polish boy when Nazi Germany invaded 
his quiet life in October 1939, ripping 
his family apart and ushering in a 
period of the most devastating horror 
in modern world history.

Eisenbach, who survived the 
extermination of millions of his fellow 
Polish Jews along with most of his 
immediate family, visited Chabad of 
Briarcliff and Ossining last Wednesday 
to share his intimate and poignant story 
of heartbreak and hope.

A recently retired dentist, and now 
an author and lecturer at 93, Eisenbach 
reached back in time to the moment 
when he and his family and more than 
300,000 Jews living in Lodz, Poland, 
became the first victims of Hitler’s 
Final Solution against the Jews. Lodz, 
surrounded by barbed wire, was 
contained in a prison-like ghetto.

“We really had no idea of what was 
coming when Hitler decided to invade 
Poland,” the diminutive, soft-spoken 
Eisenbach recalled. “We lived a good life 
in a very successful Jewish community 
when suddenly there were airplanes, 
tanks, trucks and soldiers with machine 
guns. Everything changed forever.”

Eisenbach details his experiences 
in his book, “Where You Go, I Go,” a 
memoir about how he and his younger 

brother Samuel survived the Jewish 
ghetto, but was forced to work in a Nazi 
ammunition factory from 1939 to 1945 
when they were liberated.

“We were confined to the ghetto, 
surrounded by watchtowers manned by 
Nazis with machine guns,” Eisenbach 
said. “My sister, a beautiful, very 
intelligent young girl, was at school 
when war broke out and fled with 
friends to a Russian occupied town but 
was killed during the Nazi invasion. 
Our world just fell apart.”

Eisenbach recalled that his youngest 
brother was put to death at Auschwitz, 
and his father was forced to carry heavy 
boulders at a labor camp before dying of 
exhaustion.

“The Nazis would starve you until 
your body began to swell, first from 
your ankles then up until you died,” he 
said. “I guess I was lucky, being only 
5-foot-4, I needed less food. I made it 
through.”

As his family was killed one by one, 
Eisenbach and his brother Sam were 
left in their empty apartment until the 
Nazis sent a letter calling for Jacob to be 
transferred to a camp – likely Auschwitz. 
Instead of giving himself up, he and 
Sam went into hiding. The brothers 
managed to escape detection, hiding 
behind a padlocked door until soldiers 
discovered the trick and arrested them.

“I was going to the camps and likely 
death, but Sam could have stayed 
behind,” Eisebach said. “But he said, ‘I 
don’t want to wait here alone. Where 
you go, I will go.’ We were put on a 
train headed for Auschwitz, but were 
taken off and sent to work in a weapons 
factory.”

In July 1944, as Russian troops 
moved into Poland, Eisenbach and 
the other workers were transferred to 
another weapons factory where he met 
a co-worker named Irene, who would 
become his wife.

“We knew nothing about what was 
going on in the war outside our factory,” 
Eisenbach said. “One day, without 
any news, we learned that Poland had 
been liberated, and me, Sam and my 
girlfriend were free.”

Resilient and determined not to allow 
the life-changing experiences, deaths of 
his relatives and millions of others and 
the war define him, Eisenbach remained 
in Poland, earned a degree in dentistry 
and hoped to make a life for himself and 
Irene. His brother Sam, who changed 
his name to avoid questions about his 
Jewish heritage, became a successful 
military man in the Polish army.

“The war was over for two years and 
Sam was sent to another place and 
another position,” Eisenbach said. “But 
anti-Semitism was still lurking and 
he was shot and murdered after being 
found out to be Jewish.”

“I was the last one to survive in my 
immediate family,” Eisenbach said. “I 
am asked if I lost faith in humanity or in 
God, but I say no, because of so many of 

Eisenbach Shares Memories of Holocaust Survival at Local Chabad

Jacob Eisenbach

continued on page 34

County Legislator Mike Kaplowitz 
made Westchester government 

work for us again

When Mike was elected as Chair of the Board of Legislators, 
Westchester suffered from the same kind of ugly extreme 
partisanship that has paralyzed government in Washington. 

By building a bi-partisan coalition, Mike Kaplowitz got the two 
parties cooperating and solving some serious problems.

Democrats and Republicans stopped the partisan warfare and 
began balancing tax cuts and fiscal responsibility with delivering 
essential county services. The results were impressive.

Under the leadership of Mike Kaplowitz, Westchester set an example 
of how government should work in a democracy. Now let’s hope 
that our U.S. Congress takes notice and learns something.

KAPLOWITZ
Re-elect Michael

County Legislator

Vote Tuesday 
November 7

NEW CASTLE 
YORKTOWN 

SOMERS

Paid for by Friends of Michael Kaplowitz
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Byram Hills will host its fourth 
annual No Man Down Lacrosse 
Classic tournament at Byram Hills 
High School this Sunday, Nov. 5. The 
tournament is held every year close to 
Veterans Day to raise money to benefit 
service-related charities. 

The tournament includes 52 top 
youth and high school teams from 
around the tristate area, including 
many teams that played in the 2016 
sectionals. 

All proceeds from this year’s 
tournament – raised from team 
registration fees, concession sales, 
sponsor ads and donations from 
local families – will go to Building for 
America’s Bravest (https://ourbravest.
org/). The mission of America’s 
Bravest is to build “smart homes” 
for catastrophically injured service 
members returning from combat. Each 
home is custom designed to address 
the unique needs of the individual 
using “adaptive technology” to help 
the most severely injured heroes live 
better, more independent lives.

Joining the festivities this year as 
the tournament presenter is White 
Plains Hospital Medical & Wellness, a 
multispecialty outpatient practice that 

includes a comprehensive imaging 
center and urgent care located in 
Armonk. Frances Bordoni, senior vice 
president of ambulatory and physician 
services/business development, said 
it made sense for the organization to 
participate this year.

“As care providers to so many of 
the communities involved with the 
tournament, it was a natural fit for us 
to align with and support the 2017 No 
Man Down Fall Lacrosse Classic.”

Last year tournament organizers 
were recognized by the state Assembly. 
In a citation issued by Assemblyman 
David Buchwald, volunteers from 
Byram Hills High School and Byram 
Hills Youth Lacrosse were commended 
for their efforts at organizing the 
tournament and raising money for 
various veteran’s charities. In 2015, 
the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators formally acknowledged 
the group’s work with a proclamation 
declaring Dec. 21, 2015, “The Byram 
Hills No Man Down Lacrosse Classic 
Day” in Westchester County.

To learn more about how to 
contribute or more about the event, 
visit http://nmdlaxtourney.assn.la/

Byram Hills to Host No Man Down Lax 
Classic This Sunday

If you are Medicare and/or 
Medicare and Medicaid Eligible
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed 
Senior Benefits Advisors to learn more about choosing a 
Medicare Advantage Plan

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE HEALTH PLAN SEMINARS

TimeVenue Address
Mount Kisco Public Library 100 East Main Street, Mt. Kisco 10549 (Conference Rm) 

Dates
Nov 13, 27, Dec 4  10:30 am

Warner Library 121 N. Broadway, Tarrytown 10591 (Room B) Nov 14, 28, Dec 5  10:30 am
Radisson Hotel 1 Radisson Plaza, New Rochelle 10801 (Restaurant)  Nov 1, 15, 29, Dec 6  10:00 am
White Plains YMCA 250 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains 10605 (Community Room) Nov 2, 16, 30  10:00 am

For more information and to RSVP: 718-696-0205     TTY: 1-800-662-1220 
events@agewellnewyork.com     agewellnewyork.com/diners 

Light snacks will be provided.

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with Medicare and Medicaid contracts. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. A sales person will be present 
with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220.  AgeWell New York complies with 
applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de 
derechosciviles aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. ATTENTION: If you speak Spanish, language assistance services, 
free of charge, are available to you.  Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos deasistencia lingüística. Llame 
al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). Assistance services for other languages are also available free of charge at the number above. H4922_Diner4002 Accepted 08112017

Grassy Sprain Diner 477 Tuckahoe Rd, Yonkers 10710 Nov 9, 22     2:30 pm

Bronxville Library 201 Pondfield Rd, Bronxville 10708 ((Board Room) Nov 3, 17  10:30 am
Yonkers Riverfront Library 1 Larkin Center, Yonkers 10701 (Community Room B) Nov 6, 20  10:30 am
Maple Center 35 Maple Avenue, New Rochelle 10801 Nov 8 2: 00 pm

the wonderful people who helped save 
so many Jews during the Holocaust. 
Men like the King of Denmark and Raul 
Wallenberg. The Nazis were inhuman. I 
believe in humanity.”

Eisenbach and his wife moved to New 
York, then to Iowa, where he earned 
another degree so he could practice 
dentistry in the United States. He 
worked in Cedar Rapids for 18 years, 
until moving to Southern California. 
The Eisenbachs had three sons, 
three grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Irene died two years ago.

“I tell people I am in a new job,” 
Offenbach said. “I want to offer hope 
and love to the world. I have seen the 
horrors that man can do. But I have 
also seen that we in the United States 
are blessed. People are more willing to 
accept others now. There are so many 
millions of good people. We have to 
make the world better and never forget.”

Though he admitted being hard 
to hear at times, Eisenbach travels 
the world speaking and engaging his 
audiences with a positive outlook.

“We have a moral responsibility to 
bring hope and to remember what can 
happen when we allow inhumanity 
to any group,” he said. “Genocide is 
happening even today in many places 
and we must stop it. America should 
lead in that fight.”

Rabbi Dovid Labkowski, who 
introduced Eisenbach to the audience, 
said the visit fit with the Chabad 
Lubavitch current series “Great Debates 
in Jewish History,” which begins this 
Wednesday and runs for six weeks.

Eisenbach’s book is available 
on amazon.com. For information 
on activities or events at Chabad 
Lubavitch, call 914-236-3200, visit 
www.chabadbriarcliff.com or visit the 
Chabad Briarcliff-Ossining Facebook 
page.

Eisenbach Shares Memories of Holocaust 
Survival at Local Chabad
continued from page 33
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“My dad was 
an avid collector 
of wine, but I 
don’t know much 
about fine wines. 
He passed away 
recently. How do I 
know if the wines 
in his cellar are 
valuable?”

“I found several 
bottles of wine stored in my aunt’s cellar. 
She asked me if they are any good. They 
were gifts received many years ago. How 
much are they worth?”

“I purchased a bottle of expensive 
French wine a number 
of years ago as an 
investment. I think it may 
be valuable. How can I 
sell it?”

Over the course of 
the last 10 years that I’ve 
penned this column, 
these questions have 
been posed to me on 
numerous occasions. How many of us 
have asked similar questions? Many of 
us have pondered that bottle of older 
vintage French wine that was in your 
grandparents’ wine cabinet, on your 
father’s basement shelf, nestled on your 
aunt’s wine rack over the refrigerator 

or resting comfortably in your uncle’s 
custom-made wine cellar kept under lock 
and key.

Attempting to determine the 
drinkability, not to mention the value, of 
an older bottle of wine can be fraught with 
uncertainty. If only there were guidelines 
one could follow or an empirical 
procedure one could employ that would 
unequivocally answer these questions 
before we reach the decision point of 
drink, sell – or pour down the drain.

My recommendation: Consider the 
standards employed by auction houses 
in evaluating the viability of wines for 
auction. While your one-off bottle of 

vintage wine may be 
of little interest to the 
premier auction houses, 
applying their standards 
and criteria to your wine 
will likely determine its 
value and salability.

For an auction house 
to consider your aging 
bottle of wine, you and 

the bottle must meet strict standards. 
Absent these, I suggest you revert to a Plan 
B. Serve your special wines(s) alongside a 
wine purchased at a local wine shop, as 
a backup. In the event the aged wine is 
spoiled or past its prime you will be able 
to salvage the overall wine experience 

with the backup wine. 
The foremost criterion is provenance. 

Do you know the journey the wine has 
taken before coming into your possession? 
How many owners’ hands did the wine 
pass through? Was it purchased upon 
release from the winery and immediately 
stored in a temperature and humidity 
controlled location? If not, how long was 
it sitting in grandma’s cabinet or on dad’s 
shelf. 

The death knell of any bottle 
of wine is being imprisoned on 
top of a hot refrigerator motor, 
exposed to bright kitchen 
lights. In the absence of 
a verifiable wine cellar, 
wines will tolerate a 
number of conditions. The key 
is minimal disturbance. A permanent 
resting spot, with constant temperature 
and dim light is critical. 

If you are unable to empirically 
determine a wine’s origin, its value and 
salability, it will be seriously compromised. 
Revert to Plan B.

If your wine has met the provenance 
criterion, you are well on your way to 
meeting the next set of criteria, which are 
solely market driven. 

1. How rare is the wine? The natural law 
of supply and demand dominates the fine 
wine market. A shrinking supply coupled 

with an increasing demand results in 
rising prices.

2. Was the wine’s vintage stellar 
mediocre? There is a wide disparity in 
price between a coveted vintage and 
a lesser one. However, there are many 

buyers seeking out lesser vintages, 
thus stabilizing market prices.  

3. How old is the wine? Unlike 
other commodities, wine is in a 
constant state of change – and 
presumably improving. As it 
improves, its value naturally 

rises. This anticipated 
increase in quality and 

commensurate price is often 
factored into the market price 

of a wine.
As I advise those who ask 

about the quality, value and salability 
of their cherished older wines, do your 
research, seek out a willing buyer, but be 
prepared for disappointment. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

How to Determine the Value of That Older Bottle of Wine 

WC. Lic. #10415H99 • P.C. Lic. #1817 • YNK 307 • H-12519-07-23-00
FINANCING 

OPTIONS FROM

Free Triple Pane Glass 10 Windows or More!
10/30 All Chardonnay 

10/31 All Merlot 

11/1 All France 

11/2 All Malbec 

11/3 Vias Imports  In-Store Wine Tasting 

4-7pm 

11/4 Massanois In-Store Wine Tasting  

2-5pm 

11/5 All Boxed Wine  
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New leadership to help
Mount Kisco reach its full potential

MAYOR TRUSTEE
NOV 7TH

&
“Picinich & Albanese 4MK” Paid for by Friends of Gina & Isi

Gina Picinich & Isi Albanese

We’re endorsed by people from our community, not career politicians. 
Ask former mayors Pat Reilly and Ferd Vetare why they think Picinich & Albanese are 
good for Mount Kisco. Talk to your neighbors who attended the standing-room-only 
League of Women Voters Candidates Forum, or chat with a local business owner.   
You’ll  discover that we’re all on the same page. It’s time for a change, Mount Kisco.

We need an infusion 
of energy and new 
representation. ... It is 
time to make a positive 
change. 

—Beth V. C. ”

“ “What if our village had 
a better reputation for 
being an inviting place 
for new business? 
What if our village 
had streetscapes that 
welcomed visitors to 
its borders and to its 
lovely downtown? 
What if this village was 
able to elevate itself to 
the next level and truly 
reach its potential?

—Amy F.”

When our government leaders stop identifying with 
their constituents because they have spent too much 
time as professional politicians instead of constituents, 
it is time for a new perspective. 

“
” —Edward W.

VOTE4MK.COM


