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SUNDAY
SURPRISE

21-20!

Quar terback Ralph Gonzalez
Leads the Valhalla Vikings
to an Unexpected Victor y
Over the Unbeaten Panthers
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By Andy Jacobs
Valhalla quarterback Ralph Gonzalez 

thought there might have been some 
divine intervention on Sunday afternoon 
when the Vikings lined up for a go-ahead 
field goal midway through the fourth 
quarter and the Pleasantville defense 
blocked the kick.

“They blocked that field goal, I knew it 
was a sign from God,” Gonzalez would say 
later. “What we needed was a touchdown. 
And we drove down the field together.”

If it wasn’t divine intervention then, 
it certainly seemed to be a few minutes 
later when Gonzalez, orchestrating an 
improbable last-minute drive with the 
Vikings seven points behind, tossed a 
31-yard Hail Mary pass that teammate 
Michael Ferrara somehow caught in the 
left side of the end zone with just 4.3 
seconds left on the clock. 

The Gonzalez-to-Ferrara miracle set 
the stage for the tense and dramatic two-
point conversion that followed, a swing 
pass to Evan Parker, lifting the Vikings 
to an improbable and exhilarating 21-
20 victory over the previously unbeaten 
Panthers on a spectacular fall afternoon 
at Parkway Field. 

“It was just a dream come true,” said 
Gonzalez about the against-all-odds, 
nine-play, 59-yard drive he led in the 
game’s final 90 seconds. “It was a crazy 
drive. I saw it slipping through our fingers. 
You know, I took what my options gave 
me. I ran a couple times. The Hail Mary, 
I put all my force into that and threw it 
up to one of my best players and Mikey 
caught it. It was a touchdown. And when 
my coach said we’re going for two, I knew 
it was just us and we were gonna do it.”

Gonzalez finished the day completing 
18 of 27 passes for 233 yards and two 
touchdowns. On the final, fateful drive, 
he twice converted on fourth and 10, once 
with an 11-yard completion to Joe Pecora 
and then with a 17-yard scramble that left 
the Vikings at the Panthers’ 31-yard line 
with 16.4 seconds to go, just enough time 
for the Vikings’ two biggest stars to find a 
way to topple the reigning Section One, 
Class B champions. 

“I just tried to get open,” said Ferrara, 
who somehow found a way to return to 
the field despite injuring both an ankle 
and elbow in the fourth quarter. “He 

threw it up, I just tried to make a play 
on it. It was great. I don’t think anyone 
believed in us, except ourselves.”

The disbelievers had plenty of reasons. 
After all, the Vikings had already faced 
the two other preseason favorites for a 
sectional title — Ardsley and Westlake 
— and lost badly in both games, getting 
outscored by a combined 73-14 score. 

“We were distraught,” admitted Vikings 
head coach Stephen Boyer following the 
lopsided loss they suffered at home to the 
Wildcats. “Westlake gave us a beating. 
We just had to go back to the drawing 
board and kind of just focus a little bit 
more in practice. Hopefully hard work 
and motivation will equal success. And 
I think we got our feet going a little last 
week in Edgemont, and the defense has 
arrived. We’ve been waiting all year for 
the defense.”

That defense kept Pleasantville off the 

scoreboard for the entire first half on 
Sunday. Meanwhile, the Vikings scored 
on their first possession of the day as they 
moved the ball 56 yards on four plays, 
finding the end zone when Gonzalez 
connected down the middle with Luke 
Ursillo on a 45-yard pass play just over 
three minutes into the game. The point-
after kick by Anthony DiMiceli gave 
Valhalla an early 7-0 advantage.

The Panthers threatened midway 
through the second quarter, moving to 
the Vikings’ 29-yard line after a 25-yard 
scramble by quarterback Jack Howe. But 
after Charlie McPhee powered his way to 
the 15 on the next play, the drive stalled 
as the Vikings’ Max Cavallo sacked Howe 
for a big loss on third and two and then 
the fourth-down pass from Howe into the 
end zone couldn’t be grabbed by McPhee. 

There were numerous flags thrown 
against both teams in the first half, 
which ended with the Vikings still ahead 
by a touchdown thanks to a Ferrara 
interception in the end zone with 1:15 left 
on the clock. The Vikings were halfway to 
shocking the entire section, but a lot of 
football remained to be played. 

Pleasantville finally got on the 
scoreboard late in the third quarter, led 

by the running of McPhee, who wound 
up rushing for 189 yards on 24 carries. 
His two-yard touchdown run capped an 
11-play, 79-yard drive that, after a Jack 
Martin extra-point kick, tied the game 
with 2:09 remaining in the period. 

It took the Vikings all of 12 seconds to 
reclaim the lead as Ferrara gathered the 
ensuing kickoff near his own 10-yard line, 
moved to his left and outraced everyone 
down the sideline for a touchdown. The 
PAT try by DiMiceli was blocked, so 
Valhalla had to settle for a 13-7 lead. 

“I just knew they had momentum and I 
had to do something about it,” said Ferrara 
about his electrifying kickoff return. “And 
I wasn’t going to let their momentum take 
over the game because we’re equal with 
them. But they’re a great team.”

On the final play of the third quarter, 
Howe completed a fourth-and-six pass 
to Jared Wilens over the middle for a 10-
yard gain to the Vikings’ 25-yard line. 
After two McPhee runs picked up another 
first down at the 15, Howe found Declan 
McDermott in the right side of the end 
zone for a touchdown. The kick by Martin 
gave Pleasantville a 14-13 edge with 11:14 
left. 

Valhalla recovered a P’ville fumble at 

pleasantville quarterback Jack howe throws the 
ball in sunday’s game vs. Valhalla.

Valhalla quarterback Ralph Gonzalez throws a 
long pass during sunday’s Viking win over the 
host pleasantville panthers.

Valhalla’s Evan parker holds the ball aloft after 
catching a pass for the game-winning two-point 
conversion vs. pleasantville.

A dejected Jack Minerva stares in disbelief  
moments after Valhalla handed the panthers their 
first loss of  the season.

Leaving a trail of  destruction, Valhalla’s Michael 
Ferrara carries the football in sunday’s game at 
parkway Field.

the Vikings’ Luke Ursillo, who caught seven passes in sunday’s game, picks up big yardage as 
pleasantville’s danny Melillo (10) and Zenun hoti pursue.

continued on next page
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Vikings Stun Pleasantville in the Final Seconds
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the Panthers’ 40-yard line with 8:20 to 
go. Despite completions by Gonzalez to 
Ursillo, Pecora and Parker, the Vikings 
eventually found themselves facing a 
fourth-and-10 situation at the 15 with 
5:47 on the clock. They brought out 
DiMiceli to try a go-ahead 32-yard field 
goal, but his attempt was smothered by 
the Panther defense. 

From their own 21-yard line, the 
Panthers soon picked up a couple of 
first downs, including one when Howe 
scrambled for 14 yards to the Viking 26 
on third and 13. Two plays later, realizing 
they were running out of time, the Vikings 
let Howe burst through the middle for 
an uncontested 19-yard touchdown. 
But Martin’s kick was no good, leaving 
Valhalla still within seven points with 
1:37 left.

“We let them score so we had a chance 
to get the ball back,” said Boyer. “That’s 
the years of experience. The kid looked 
around and kind of ran into the end zone, 
thankfully, because then we had a chance 
to get the ball back. If not, we wouldn’t 
have got the ball back, the game was over.”

Of course it wasn’t over because 
Gonzalez then rose to the occasion and 
calmly guided the Vikings down the 
field with the two clutch fourth-down 
conversions that set up his touchdown 
pass to Ferrara, a play in which he danced 
out of the pocket, bought some extra 
time with his scrambling ability and then 
threw the pass that helped put an end 
to the Panthers’ quest for an undefeated 
season. 

“You kind of draw that up in the dirt,” 
said Boyer. “Ralph kind of just made 
some time and launched the ball into the 
end zone and Michael happened to get his 
hands on it, and thank God he fell into 
the end zone. You can practice that 100 
times, it would never go. Guess what? 
Today it went. October 1st, the play went.”

Pleasantville head coach Tony Becerra 
probably had his worst nightmare 
realized when he saw Gonzalez find 
Ferrara despite double coverage and then 
roll to his right to toss a pass into the end 

zone to Parker for the game-winning two-
point conversion.

“That wasn’t as disappointing as our 
total body of work throughout the day,” 
he said. “Here we are Week Five still 
making the same mistakes we made 
Week One. And it finally came back 
to bite us. Give Valhalla all the credit. 
They didn’t quit. Granted, things had to 
break right for them, but I think we let 
those opportunities present themselves 
for Valhalla to take advantage of it. Our 
sloppy play, our slowing 
momentum on drives with 
mistakes, all that lends itself 
to a game like you got.”

The game ended 
with Panther speedster 
McDermott getting a lateral 
on the kickoff and trying to 
find a seam to return the ball 
for a touchdown. But he, 
and the rest of the Panthers, 
were brought down to earth 
when Pasqualone managed 
to trip him up before he 
could get to midfield. 

“This means a whole 
lot for the team,” said 
Gonzalez. “This means we 
know what we’re capable 
of, winning Section One. A 

lot of great teams here, but we’re amongst 
them. We rose to Pleasantville’s class and 
now we know we can go toe to toe with 
them.”

Added Ferrara, “We played like we 
should always play. It’s gonna help us 
so much. We knew we could do it, but 
now we have evidence we can do it and 
everyone else thinks we can do it.”

the Vikings’ Ralph Gonzalez runs out of  the pocket to avoid the rush of  
pleasantville’s nick salzarulo during sunday’s game at parkway Field.

pleasantville running back charlie Mcphee picks 
up some of  the 189 yards he gained on the 
ground in sunday’s game vs. the Vikings.

Erick pasqualone finds some room to run as he 
carries the football in Valhalla’s 21-20 win over 
pleasantville. Valhalla’s Michael Ferrara begins to run with 

the football on his 85-yard kickoff  return for a 
touchdown in the second half  of  sunday’s game 
vs. host pleasantville.

panther quarterback Jack howe breaks a tackle as 
he runs with the football against visiting Valhalla.

pleasantville’s declan Mcdermott tries to pick 
up a few extra yards during sunday afternoon’s 
game at parkway Field.

Valhalla’s brandon Loresto (left) and Eddie Ritter celebrate following 
the Vikings’ 21-20 upset win over previously unbeaten pleasantville.

on the game’s final play, pleasantville’s declan Mcdermott is tackled by 
Valhalla’s Erick pasqualone, clinching the Vikings’ surprising victory.

Andy JAcobs photos
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briarcliff/hamilton running back dan huegel 
scored three touchdowns in last thursday’s 28-6 
bear win over visiting hastings.

byram hills quarterback brett stafford tries to 
run past Eastchester’s Michael popov in last 
thursday’s 28-21 bobcat win.

byram hills - Antonio Aversa

the bobcats’ Antonio Aversa celebrates in the 
end zone after scoring a first-half  touchdown vs. 
visiting Eastchester.

Jay bancone of  byram hills returns a kick in the 
bobcats’ home game vs. Eastchester.

Fox Lane’s Jack Foote runs carries the ball in 
the fourth quarter of  the Foxes’ 43-14 win over 
horace Greeley on thursday night.

the briarcliff/hamilton defense, led by taijon tribble (55), tackles Justin caraballo of  hastings in last 
thursday’s home game.

nick Reish of  briarcliff  carries the ball during last 
week’s win over hastings, the bears’ first of  the 
season.

briarcliff  quarterback henry Anderson throws the 
football in thursday’s 28-6 win.
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By Andy Jacobs
The frequency of Fox Lane touchdowns 

in the first half of Thursday night’s game 
against visiting Horace Greeley took a 
toll on more than just the Quakers — the 
big electric scoreboard behind the south 
end zone at Memorial Stadium went 
a bit haywire for most of the halftime 
intermission, flashing all sorts of random 
numbers faster than they could be read.  

Maybe it shouldn’t have been surprising 
after the Foxes exploded for five TDs in 
the game’s first two quarters, including 
a pair by Andrew Brown in the span of 
just 17 seconds in the final minute of the 
half. Fox Lane, now 3-2 this season, built 
a 36-7 halftime cushion and went on to 
a 43-14 rout of the still-winless Quakers.

“They’re a good team,” said Quakers 
head coach Joe Kearns about victorious 
Fox Lane, which scored two touchdowns 
53 seconds apart to open up a 13-0 lead 
just four minutes after the opening 
kickoff. “They’re coached very well. I 
think they should be very proud of the 
way they played tonight. And I think the 
coach should be very happy with the way 
their team executed.”

Fox Lane jumped ahead on the game’s 
opening possession, marching 62 yards 
on seven plays and finding the end zone 
when quarterback Matt Bodine fired a 
perfect strike to fellow junior Josh Olsen, 
who caught the ball in stride over his 
shoulder for a 20-yard touchdown. The 
point-after kick gave the Foxes a 7-0 edge 
just over three minutes in.  

The Quakers got another hint it 
wasn’t going to be their night moments 
later when quarterback Ryan Flanagan 
dropped back to pass and fired the ball 
toward the left flat, only to see the Foxes’ 
Richard Rodriguez step in and make an 
interception. He easily scooted 21 yards 
into the end zone for another Fox Lane 
touchdown. The PAT was blocked, but 
Greeley was still behind by 13 points and 
the game was only four minutes old. 

Flanagan made up for the interception 
on Greeley’s ensuing possession when 
he scampered up the middle for a 48-
yard gain. It would’ve been a 68-yard 
touchdown run, but he lost his balance 

on the way to pay dirt and tumbled to the 
turf at the 20-yard line. Two plays later, 
though, he lobbed a pass into the waiting 
arms of Andreas Savvides in the right side 
of the end zone for a Quaker touchdown. 
The PAT by Thomas Brennan cut the Fox 
Lane lead to 13-7. 

The score remained the same as the 
opening quarter came to an end, but the 
Foxes were in the midst of a drive that 
would cover 90 yards and last 13 plays. It 
ended with Bodine, from the 6-yard line, 
passing to Jack Foote, who lost the football 
near the goal line and an opportunistic 
Olsen picking it up and scoring the 
touchdown. Jayden Poellet’s point-after 
kick stretched the Fox Lane lead to 20-7. 

Greeley responded with a long kickoff 
return as Matt Nagler handed the ball to 
Jacob Rose on a reverse play that wound 
up in the end zone, but was called back to 
the Foxes’ 32-yard line by a penalty. The 
Quakers moved all the way to the 9-yard 
line, but came out of a timeout and turned 
the ball over when the shotgun snap from 
center sailed over Flanagan’s head. 

That turned out to be the Quakers’ 
last real gasp because Fox Lane then 
proceeded to move 77 yards in 10 plays, 
highlighted by a spectacular Olsen catch 
for a 30-yard gain and the two-yard hurdle 
up the middle by Brown for the Foxes’ 

fourth touchdown. Olsen 
was also on the receiving 

end of the two-point conversion that gave 
Fox Lane a 28-7 margin with 1:03 left in 
the half. 

The impressive catches by Olsen in the 
first half were no surprise to anybody.

“He’s a great receiver,” said Fox Lane 
coach Bill Broggy. “So when teams start 
to load the box to stop our running game, 
they have to go one-on-one on him and 
he’s 6-foot-5. That’s an advantage, that’s 
real helpful.”

“He is a terrific player and we certainly 
were giving him the lion’s share of the 
attention,” said the Quakers’ Kearns. 
“And he still made plays and the Fox Lane 
coaches still trusted him to make plays 
even though we were showing him a lot 
of attention.”

In the final minute of the half, Greeley 
got the ball at its own 24-yard line and 
more misfortune was soon on the way. 
On first down, Flanagan threw over the 
middle and Brown picked off the pass, 
quickly galloping into the end zone for 
his second touchdown in 17 seconds. A 
pass to the right flat then added two more 
points, leaving the shell-shocked Quakers 
behind 36-7 at halftime.

“Yeah, we got some big plays,” said 
Broggy. “Drew, you know, that pick was 
big. That’s tough for a team. We just 
scored, we had a nice drive to score and 
then kick off to them. We had a great 
kickoff. And then, for them, you know, 
that’s tough. That’s a tough thing for them. 
But good for us.”

The only scoring in the third quarter 
came from the Quakers, who used an 
interception by Ian Dayan at the Foxes’ 
13-yard line with 44 seconds left to set 
up Flanagan’s touchdown run on the next 
play. 

“That kid’s a helluva quarterback,” said 
Broggy about the Quakers’ senior signal 
caller. “The ball in his hands is not a bad 
thing. That quarterback’s probably one 
of the more dangerous players. You saw 
it, he gets in space, he’s tough to tackle. 
So that’s a good football team. Double A 

football’s tough, you know. It’s tough to 
win games in Double A.”

The Foxes closed the evening’s scoring 
with a 12-play, 37-yard drive that ended 
with Michael Washington running 16 
yards around right end for a touchdown 
midway through the fourth quarter. 

“We’re a young team,” said Broggy, 
pleased by the way his team bounced back 
from last week’s Homecoming loss to Port 
Chester. “When things are going well, 
we’re really excited. Then when they don’t 
go well, we get down. We can’t be like that. 
We have to learn to be just playing even 
keel.”

The Quakers, meanwhile, will be 
entering the final week of their regular 
season still in search of their initial 
victory.

“I’m most proud of my team for the way 
they never gave in,” said Kearns. “We had 
some defensive stops in the fourth quarter 
when we could’ve given up. Right now 
we’re 0 and 5. We’re not gonna just give 
up. It’s just not in our DNA. And that’s all 
you can ask really as a coach. Of course 
we want the results to be different, but 
until then we’re gonna fight.”

Greeley quarterback Ryan Flanagan passes the 
ball on the run in the second half  vs. host Fox 
Lane.

Jacob Rose of  Greeley returns a kickoff  during the 
Quakers’ game at Fox Lane.

Fox Lane’s Andrew brown carries the football in the first half  of  
thursday night’s home game vs. Greeley.

Fox Lane running back Michael Washington runs past horace Greeley’s Max de 
Janosi during last week’s game, won by the host Foxes.

Fox Lane Overwhelms the Quakers With a Big First Half

Josh olsen of  Fox Lane catches a 20-yard 
touchdown pass from Matt bodine in the first 
quarter of  thursday’s game.

Andy JAcobs photos



October 3 - October 9, 2017 The ExaminerS-6

Andy JAcobs photos

S P O R T S  S C E N E

Katya didonato concentrates on a forehand in her second-singles 
match last week vs. visiting tuckahoe.

Emma diller of  briarcliff  controls the ball near 
midfield vs. the visiting pawling tigers.

Kacey hamlin of  briarcliff  sends a forehand return 
over the net during her match at first doubles last 
week.

Fox Lane quarterback Matt bodine throws a pass 
in the home victory over Greeley last week.

briarcliff’s becca Rubenstein moves the ball up the field in the bears’ 
home game vs. pawling last Wednesday.

briarcliff  junior hannah orce looks to intercept 
a pass and gain possession for the bears as 
she plays defense in last Wednesday’s game vs. 
pawling.

Matt nagler

briarcliff’s Maxine Zaretsky prepares for a backhand return during her match at first 
singles last Wednesday.

Ashley Goldstein of  briarcliff  battles carly McGrath of  pawling in last week’s game, 
won by the visiting tigers.

briarcliff  freshman Isabelle dennis hits a forehand 
during the third-singles match vs. tuckahoe last 
Wednesday.
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By Danny Lopriore

Special teams, special day, special win.
The Pace University defense and special 

teams units made several dynamic game-
changing plays to propel the Setters to 
a thrilling 20-17 victory on Saturday 
afternoon over favored visiting Bentley.

The Setters upped their overall record 
to 3-2, remained perfect at home (3-0) 
and won their second

Northeast-10 Conference game 
featuring a fake punt that led to a score 
and a fake field goal try that produced a 
touchdown on a chilly, windy day at Pace 
Stadium.

“I think it’s cultural, “Setters head coach 
Andrew Rondeau said. “I don’t know, 
you’d have to ask other people, but we’ve 
been working hard and saying we would 
win games on special teams for a long 
time. Our punt team meetings are more 
like calculus class than basic football. It 
may sound arrogant, but we work very 
hard on that aspect. We weren’t surprised 
at the results.”

And the hits and fakes came from every 
angle. The biggest and most telling led 
to the game-winning score in the third 
quarter.

Reserve quarterback Brandon 
Simmons took a snap meant to be set 
down for placekicker Pat Davis, rolled 
left and lofted a 19-yard touchdown pass 
to receiver Prince Unaegbu to give the 
Setters a 17-7 lead with 3:27 remaining in 
the third quarter.

The freshman left-hander revealed that 
the special-team unit has practiced the 
play often and that he felt comfortable 
making the throw in what could have 
been a game changer if it had not worked. 
Simmons said the team has been waiting 
for the right moment to use the punt fake.

“We practice this like a game situation, 
same tempo, so it was no surprise,” 
Simmons said. “We dedicate ourselves as 

special-teams players for when we get an 
opportunity. It worked out just the way we 
expected.”

Earlier, punter and backup quarterback 
Nick Fountis handled a fake punt to 
perfection in the first half, turning a stalled 
drive into a scoring drive. Fountis took a 
deep snap at the Falcons’ 33-yard line, but 
instead of kicking to Bentley deep, tossed 
a 15-yard pass to David Grant. Running 
back Jhalen Bien-Aime finished the drive 
five plays later with a one-yard score.

“I didn’t feel any nerves at all,” said 
Fountis, who also blasted a 70-yard punt 
to bury Bentley deep in its own end later 
in the game. “It worked just the way we 
practice. I think those plays on specials 
changed the momentum a couple of 

times.”
Despite yielding 467 yards of offense to 

the Falcons, whose three-game winning 
streak came to an end, the Setters’ defense 
made big plays at the right time and in the 
right place.

Defensive back B’Jon Couther had nine 
tackles, forced two fumbles and made an 
acrobatic interception in the end zone 
to kill a Bentley drive. Chukwuemeka 
Njoku-Obi blocked a Bentley punt that 
set up the Setters’ first score.

Bien-Aime, who rushed for 139 yards 
on 32 carries, including the first score of 
the game, has fought through injuries to 
prepare for this season. He tugged and 
battled to keep Pace drives going.

“There was a big emphasis on 
controlling the game with the run,” Bien-
Aime said. “The offensive line was firing 
off, making lanes and holding 
blocks. I don’t like to give up on 
a run. I am glad to be out there 
contributing.”

Bentley closed the gap to 17-10 
with a field goal near the end of the 
third quarter, but Pace responded 
with an 11-play drive that ended 
with a game-deciding 23-yard 
field goal by Pat Davis with 12:22 
remaining in the fourth. Davis 
hit both of his tries, the other a 
43-yarder.

Bentley scored on a touchdown 
pass with 1:17 left in the game and 
Pace was soon forced to punt. With 
55 seconds remaining, Bentley 
moved the ball to the 32-yard line. 
But with just five seconds left, 
Grant Buchanan missed a 49-yard 
field goal attempt wide left to give 

the Setters the win.
Rondeau said his team would use the 

win, get a break to heal during this week’s 
bye and prepare for further success.

“We don’t like to use the term ‘bend 
but don’t break’ for the defense, but the 
defense bled ‘em out,” Rondeau said. “Our 
defensive coordinator (Damian Mincey) 
had a plan to contain. We were going to 
keep them in front and inside and not 
worry about rushing the passer, but cover 
and tackle. The plan worked well.”

The Setters will get some rest with a 
bye this week before traveling to play 
Merrimack on October 14.

pace junior quarterback dan Anerella gets set 
to throw the football in the setters’ home win on 
saturday.

the setters’ david Grant runs with the football 
after making a reception on a fake punt vs. visiting 
bentley.

pace freshman wide receiver brian dolan makes a catch in 
saturday’s game as bentley’s derek perkins tries to tackle 
him.

pace University running back Jhalen bien-Aime 
finds some running room in saturday’s win over 
bentley.

Alex benson of  pace tries to evade a tackle by 
bentley University’s Aaron chretien during the 
setters’ 20-17 victory.

Special Teams Excel As Pace Stuns Favored Bentley

dekyri Mims returns a kick for the setters in 
saturday’s game at pace stadium.
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Turning 
the 

Tables

Antonio Aversa Runs Down the Sideline
as Byram Hills Erases a 14-Point Deficit
and Defeats Eastchester 28-21 at Home


