
By Neal Rentz
The Pleasantville Village Board decided 

against moving forward last week with a 
potentially controversial proposal to limit 
uses of accessory structures, such as home 
garages.

During a Sept. 11 public hearing, the 
trustees considered changes that would 
limit the use of the structures. Some 
residents who spoke at that hearing 
opposed changes that would limit their 
ability to use their garage for activities 
such as woodworking, painting and 
exercise. 

Mayor Peter Scherer said while residents 
will continue to be prohibited from living 
in accessory structures, the board needed 
more time to consider changes in the law 
that would further limit use. 

During last week’s work session, 
trustees were receptive to a proposal 
from Jamie Maslyn Larson, principal 
for Wagner Hodgson Landscape 
Architecture, and village resident Phil 
Myrick, a professional planner from the 
firm, to devise a plan that would revitalize 
the area around Memorial Plaza. The 
board is scheduled to vote on a contract 
with Wagner Hodgson when it meets next 
on Oct. 9.

Trustee Joseph Stargiotti said he wanted 
the plaza “to be the center of things” in 
Pleasantville. 

Larson said the Memorial Plaza area 
could be a public space that is enhanced 
and still remain available for various uses. 
For example, Larson said she worked on a 
project in Miami Beach to convert an old 
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By Anna Young
County Executive Rob Astorino 

announced last week that Westchester is 
joining the national bidding war to make 
the county the new home of Amazon’s 
second headquarters. 

Earlier this month, the Seattle-based 
Internet retailer announced it was seeking 
proposals from cities and metropolitan 
areas across the country to compete for 
the additional location. The company 
plans to open a 500,000-square-foot 
facility known as HQ2 that is expected to 
include $5 billion in private investment 
and create as many as 50,000 high-paying 
jobs. 

“We think we are the best location 
for Amazon to locate their second 
headquarters right here in Westchester 

out of all the locations in the United 
States,” Astorino said. “We have all the 

By Martin Wilbur
An impromptu debate among 

candidates erupted at last week’s New 
Castle Town Board meeting after 
Democratic supervisor challenger Kristen 
Browde questioned why officials haven’t 
pursued federal grants and loans to pay 
for downtown improvements.

During the public comments portion of 
the Sept. 26 meeting, Browde quizzed her 
opponent, Supervisor Robert Greenstein, 
about the absence of an Environmental 
Facilities Corp. (EFC) grant proposal 
from the town as it ponders borrowing as 
much as $19 million for work in the near 
future.

“According to the Environmental 
Facilities Corp., they’ve never received an 
application, so I’m just wondering where 
that might have broken down,” Browde 
said.

Greenstein responded that the 

town has been pursuing grants for the 
downtown infrastructure and streetscape 
improvement project from various 
sources, including the state, but not the 
EFC.

“Rest assured that as a resident that we 
did apply for grants despite what you may 
be hearing,” Greenstein responded. “We 
did apply for grants for the infrastructure 
and streetscape project and unfortunately 
one of our applications was denied, but 
we still have two outstanding.”

Town Administrator Jill Shapiro 
explained that the federal funds come 
with strings attached. The town could 
have applied for up to a $5 million 
matching grant but a municipality needs 
to complete the work without assurances 
it would recoup any money. Furthermore, 
it also forces communities to spend about 
$35,000 for an engineering report, also 
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County Executive Rob Astorino, surrounded by 
business leaders and officials, announced last 
week that Westchester will be submitting a formal 
proposal to Amazon in hopes of  wooing the 
Internet retail giant to the county.

Of  more than 6,500 student musicians throughout New York who auditioned last spring for 
this year’s state Music Association’s All-State Festival in Rochester, three Pleasantville High 
School seniors were selected to perform in the chorus. Pictured, left to right, are chorus teacher 
Kathleen Donovan-Warren and students Craig Cropsey and Carter Tanis. Classmate Katherine 
Stargiotti was chosen as an alternate vocalist for the festival that will be held Dec. 1-3.

Music to Our Ears
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By Neal Rentz
Several residents expressed frustration 

last week with the ongoing downtown 
Chappaqua revitalization project arguing 
that the tumult is ruining their quality of 
life.

Councilman Adam Brodsky, the 
town board’s liaison to the Downtown 
Streetscape Committee, told residents 
at a special meeting last Wednesday 
evening at Town Hall that the projects 
are intended to improve the community 
for the next 50 to 100 years.  

However, with the noise, light and dirt 
and the inconvenience of a downtown 
under construction, the project’s 
conclusion cannot come soon enough 
for some residents. The core of the 
project is the installation of the below-
ground infrastructure, including the 
replacement of water and sewer mains in 
the heart of downtown.

It is anticipated the work, topped off by 
the streetscape with improved aesthetics, 
will be finished by the end of 2018.

Resident Sarah Shapiro said the 
overnight work has made so much noise 
that it regularly wakes her up in the 
middle of the night. She called on town 
officials to complete more work during 
the day. 

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said it 
would be impossible to complete work 
only during daytime hours.

“The downtown has to stay open,” he 
said.

Currently, the infrastructure work is 
being done Mondays through Thursdays, 
generally from 7 p.m. to 5 a.m., said 
John Kazawic, an engineer from Boswell 
Engineering who was hired to oversee 

the contractors. The nighttime work is 
being done along South Greeley Avenue 
from the gas station to the intersection of 
Greeley and King Street.

Daytime work is Monday through 
Friday from Town Hall to the gas station 
and along North Greeley Avenue.

Some residents said there needed to be 
a better way to inform residents online 
about the work’s progress. Kazawic said 
he would speak with the contractors to 
receive updates from them and notify the 
public.

One resident, who did not identify 
himself, said “the whole plan is a disaster.” 

The project also includes a new 
stormwater system along North Greeley 
and South Greeley avenues to help 
alleviate downtown flooding and a new 
traffic signal at the intersection of King 
Street and South Greeley.

Some of the more notable streetscape 
work will feature new sidewalks 
throughout downtown; new granite 
curbing; brick crosswalks, ornamental 
LED lighting; bollards and bicycle racks; 
fencing; stone wall seating; a downtown 
clock and ADA compliance.

There will be a 3,000-square-foot 
public space with bluestone and tables 
and chairs on the corner of King Street 
and South Greeley Avenue that will serve 
as a public gathering space.

The idea of the beautification work is 
to give downtown Chappaqua “a New 
England feel,” Brodsky said. 

Kazawic said many of the water main 
connections downtown are expected to 
be completed within three weeks. 
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Q: What is a hernia?  
A: A hernia is an opening within muscles or 
connective tissue, called fascia, through which 
intestines or fat protrudes. Hernias tend to occur 
in the belly through previous incisions, or most 
commonly in the groin, which is known as an inguinal 
hernia. They can develop at any age, from birth 
onward. Hernias may grow over time or they can 
come on suddenly; they may result from strenuous 
activity, heavy lifting, during pregnancy, or even 
from a fit of coughing. 

Q: What should I do if I think I have a hernia?    
A: It’s important to seek medical attention right away 
if you think you have a hernia. Aside from resting 
and taking ibuprofen for pain, unfortunately there 
isn’t a lot that people can do on their own when 
it comes to treating a hernia. The only definitive 
treatment is surgery. Hernias, if left untreated, can 
continue to enlarge, putting you at risk for potentially 
dangerous complications, like lack of blood supply or 
strangulation to the intestines. 

Q: What are the surgical options for 
treating a hernia? 
A: Hernias are treated either by open repair, or minimally 
invasive surgery, which includes laparoscopy or robot-
assisted surgery. At Northern Westchester Hospital all 
methods are available and selected based on the size 
and location of the hernia. Inguinal hernias, or hernias in 
the groin, require a synthetic mesh to repair and cover 
the defect, or hole. Other methods, like Laparoscopy and 
robotic hernia repair, allow the surgeon to make smaller 
incisions with smaller operating tools. In both types of 
surgery, the risk of complications is minimal – about 
the same as any surgical operation. Hernia repairs are 
ambulatory procedures and you’ll be able to go home 
the same day. The risk of recurrence is slim: There’s 
about a 5 percent chance that a person will experience 
another hernia in the same spot or elsewhere.

Q: How long is the recovery period?
A: I generally recommend patients take a week off from 
work and that they do not lift anything heavier than 25 
pounds for at least six weeks. I typically don’t restrict 
cardiovascular exercise with my patients and most 
patients are able to return to regular activities without 
pain after a few weeks.

Hernia Repair Methods 
and Recovery
Find out what’s right for you…

Ask the Doctor
Dr. Amanda Messina, FACS
Bariatric Surgery & General Surgery
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about 
Dr. Messina, visit
nwhsurgicalweightloss.
org/DrMessina

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
(914) 666-1200  |  www.nwhc.net

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
New Castle Councilman Adam Brodsky discusses 
the ongoing downtown Chappaqua infrastructure 
and streetscape project at a meeting last 
Wednesday. 

Anger Simmers Over Downtown Chappaqua Construction Work

parking lot into a public gathering space. 
Memorial Plaza has the same potential, 
she said.

Larson and Myrick recommended that 
the area around Memorial Plaza be more 
pedestrian friendly. They are seeking 
input from residents and the village 
and planning boards to help guide their 
proposals for the space.

Larson said the process to finalize plans 
for Memorial Plaza could take between 
six to eight months.

Pleasantville Delays 
Accessory Structure 
Zoning Change; Eyes 
Memorial Plaza
continued from page 1
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By Anna Young
County Executive Rob Astorino came 

under fire last week after Westchester was 
listed as one of the most fiscally stressed 
municipalities in the state. 

State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli 
released the results from his Fiscal Stress 
Monitoring System last Wednesday, 
which classified Westchester as under 
“moderate fiscal stress,” the second most 
serious category of potential financial 
trouble. 

“Although the number of local 
governments designated as fiscally 
stressed has declined noticeably, there are 
still too many communities struggling 
with chronic budget strain,” DiNapoli 
said, adding how 27 municipalities across 
the state were deemed fiscally stressed. 
“Looking to the future, local officials 
should exercise fiscal caution through 
sensible spending decisions, realistic 
revenue projections and proper long-
term planning.”

DiNapoli’s monitoring system evaluates 
local governments and creates a fiscal 
stress score based on fund balance, 
cash on hand, patterns of operating 
deficits, population trends, poverty and 
unemployment. 

“This is exactly what years of borrowing 
to cover operating expenses, total 
overestimation of revenues, and reliance 
on fund balance will do,” members of 

the Democratic Caucus said in a joint 
statement. “Westchester was once the 
sterling example that other counties 
around the state looked to for leadership 
and guidance – after eight years of reckless 
Astorino budgets that is no longer the 
case. This news is no surprise.”

Despite the results from the annual 
review, Astorino spokesman Gerald 
McKinstry said the fiscal stress that 
municipalities are feeling stems from 
Albany’s unfunded mandates.

“Just last year, unfunded mandates 
– Albany’s bills that they push down on 
others to pay – consumed 75 cents out 
of every dollar spent in Westchester’s 
budget,” McKinstry said. “That’s why 
County Executive Astorino has worked so 
hard to streamline government, cut costs 
and find smart new ways to grow revenue 
without tax increases.”

He also added how Westchester has the 
highest credit rating of any county in the 
state, finishing with a $1 million surplus 
by managing expenses. 

While the county executive has touted 
how taxes rates were cut by 2 percent 
his first year in office and there has 
been no change for the past seven years, 
his opponent, Democratic challenger 
George Latimer, said that Astorino has 
mismanaged the county’s finances by 
overestimating revenues, borrowing for 
one-shot real estate deals and spending 

reserve funds. 
“He can try to blame everyone else, 

but he has shown no willingness to work 
in partnership with local municipalities 
at the detriment to Westchester County 
taxpayers who are being robbed,” Latimer 
said. “I plan to work with state and local 
government partners to cut costs and 
bring in the kind of aid we need.”

Board of Legislators Minority Leader 
John Testa (R-Peekskill) maintained that 
the state government is the source of fiscal 
stress for every county in the state. About 
75 percent of Westchester’s spending is 
used for Albany’s unfunded mandates, he 
said.

Based on 2016 financial reports, Albany 
was categorized as a significantly fiscal 
stressed city. 

“As with most of these types of reports, 
the devil is in the details,” Testa said. “We 
should focus indicators such as the bond 
rating that the ratings agencies give us, 
which are the strongest in the state.”

Westchester was one of eight counties 
in the state that made the comptroller’s 
fiscal stress list. Upstate Monroe and 
Broome counties were the only two that 
were deemed under significant fiscal 
stress while Suffolk County scored worse 
than Westchester under the moderate 
fiscal stress category. Franklin, Nassau, 
Erie and St. Lawrence counties were also 
cited by DiNapoli.

State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli’s Fiscal Stress 
Monitoring System concluded last week that 
Westchester is under moderate fiscal stress.

State Comptroller Report Lists Westchester Under Fiscal Stress
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with no certainty it would be awarded 
money.

Browde pressed the point that the 
EFC oversees a program that allows 
communities to apply for a piece of about 
$2 billion not only in the form of grants 
but in interest-free loans that are available 
to communities, “since the town passed 
a $19 million bond issue to help pay for 
streetscape, in part,” she said.

Greenstein then snapped at Browde, 
suggesting that she and others are 
spreading misinformation.

“Kristen, if you’re going to get up here 
and speak, try to have correct facts, please,” 
Greenstein said. “We haven’t passed a bond 
and it’s not $19 million.”

He said the infrastructure and streetscape 
work was bid out at $11.6 million, with 
another $1 million each for Boswell 

Engineering, the project’s construction 
manager, and planning consultant WSP 
Sells. Then there is $1.2 million set aside 
for contingency.

Greenstein said up to another $4 million 
could be borrowed for unrelated projects, 
including $2.2 million for a water tower that 
DPW Commissioner Gerry Moerschell 
told the board needs to be replaced and 
about $800,000 to repair Minkel Dam.

Expenses for the new playground and 
lighted basketball court behind Town Hall 
are among the smaller projects that could 
be included in the borrowing, he said.

Following Browde, Democratic 
candidate for town board Ivy Pool 
criticized the board for failing to gather 
public feedback about what to delete from 
the proposed streetscape features earlier 
this year when quotes for the original 
scope of work exceeded estimates by as 

much as 90 percent. 
She said the town could have opted 

to present a referendum to the public, 
particularly when it considered 
adding items that were not part of the 
infrastructure and streetscape work.

“What I think you’re about to do is 
you’re about to pass a $19 million bond 
without any input from the residents about 
the project,” Pool said.

“I don’t want residents to be concerned 
that we’re not going to get the funding,” 
Greenstein shot back. “If we wanted to go 
out to bond for like $200 million we could 
get it.”

“I’m not actually concerned about 
whether you have the authority to pass 
a bond resolution,” Pool replied. “I’m 
talking about whether residents should be 
included and their voices should be heard 
in the determination of how $19 million 
should be spent.”

Councilman Adam Brodsky said 
the infrastructure portion of the work, 
including sewer and water mains and 
drainage improvements, have been put 
off and must be done. The aesthetic 
improvements that are part of the 
streetscape is what was reduced, he said.

When Pool pressed on why residents 
were excluded from the decision-making, 
she was stopped short by Greenstein.

“Well, Ivy, we’re your Town Board 
members and there are certain decisions 

we have to make and we made those 
decisions, and luckily for the residents, 
we have an election coming up and if 
they don’t like the decisions their elected 
officials do, then they vote them out of 
office,” Greenstein said.

Later in the week Greenstein said 
that it is unlikely the town will borrow 
$19 million. He said the water tank 
replacement could be postponed in the 
short-term and state grants for $225,000 
have been secured from state Sen. 
Terrence Murphy and Assemblyman 
David Buchwald for the playground 
and basketball court. The town may also 
receive another $100,000 grant from 
Murphy, he said.

The board may eliminate the  $1 million 
it has already paid WSP Sells rather 
than reimburse the town’s fund balance, 
Greenstein said.

“This is all proposed, it’s not even 
definite, yet,” Greenstein said. “These 
numbers can change.”

However, Browde responded that the 
board failed to communicate to residents 
all of its options after promising more 
than it could deliver. She called it “a bait 
and switch.”

“If we were running the government 
at this point, we would clearly say the 
project that we anticipate, here’s what it’s 
going to cost, here is the cost of the bond 
issue that we are preparing,” Browde said.

New Castle Candidates Tussle on Downtown Work at Meeting
continued from page 1
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

Kensico Cemetery to Host 5K Run/Walk 
to Benefit Alzheimer’s Association

Kensico Cemetery in Valhalla is hosting 
a 5K Run/Walk on Sunday, Oct. 29 at 
the cemetery to benefit the Alzheimer’s 
Association Hudson Valley Chapter.

Organized by Alzheimer’s Association 
volunteer Jocylen Roberts of Tarrytown, 
the event starts at 9 a.m. at the Franklin 
Montross, Jr., Memorial Pond at Kensico 
Cemetery and has a 3.1-mile route around 

Mineola Lake.
The public may join Alzheimer’s 

Association volunteers and Kensico 
employees as runners, walkers, volunteers, 
contributors or sponsors by visiting www.
endalz5k.com and selecting a preferred 
form of participation. The is $40 for 
runners/walkers. Children 12 and under 
are $10. 
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By Neal Rentz
The owner of a Mount Kisco shopping 

center is seeking planning board 
approval for a Five Guys restaurant at the 
site of the old Sears department store.

Mindy Schmidt, a representative for 
Mount Kisco Square at 360 N. Bedford 
Rd., and James Ryan, principal for JMC 
Site Development Consultants, discussed 
a conceptual application proposal at the 
board’s Sept. 26 meeting. 

The proposal would require a special 
use permit, but the board has asked the 
property owner to amend the site plan as 
well so it can have a better understanding 
of the parking requirements and make 

the process easier for the owners to lease 
the shopping center’s vacant space, said 
Planning Board Chairman Doug Hertz.

Five Guys, a fast-casual restaurant 
chain known for its hamburgers, hot 
dogs, sandwiches and French fries, 
would convert a portion of the space 
used by the former Sears department 
store on the southernmost part of the 
property. 

The restaurant is also seeking approval 
to increase the height of two of the four 
towers on the property. The applicant has 
also requested customers have access to 
14 parking spaces that would be shared 
between Five Guys and other tenants. 

The board had previously approved 
seven spaces for Sears.

Schmidt said bringing Five Guys to 
the shopping center is crucial for its 
future success. About 30 percent of the 
storefronts are vacant.

“We are really struggling,” she said. 
“We’re really looking for help from the 
village to make this center viable.”  

Hertz said he wanted the shopping 
center to be successful, but the board 
also needs to make proper planning 
decisions.

“We’re all very familiar with the 
center,” Hertz said. 

The board wants to review trip counts 
of customers from current Five Guys 
locations that would be used to help 
determine how many parking spaces 
would be adequate for the restaurant, 
Hertz said. Ryan assured board members 
that the information would be provided 
to them.

Board member Ralph Vigliotti said 
he was concerned about the proposal to 
increase the height of two of the shopping 
center’s towers. Target and Staples have 
towers elsewhere in the village but those 
are not as high as the ones being sought 
by Five Guys, he said. 

The towers are generally used for 
signage and visibility. The towers 
proposed height are at or below the 
existing zoning requirements, according 

to Hertz.
Schmidt and Ryan said Five Guys 

would submit a formal application to 
the village. Discussion is scheduled to 
resume at the planning board’s next 
meeting on Oct. 10. 

Five Guys Burger Chain Proposed for Mt. Kisco Shopping Center

Phelps Collecting Items for Aid to Puerto Rico
NEAL RENTZ PHOTO

Mindy Schmidt, a representative of  Mount Kisco 
Square, and James Ryan, principal of  JMC Site 
Development Consultants, are seeking a special 
use permit to bring a Five Guys restaurant to the 
property.

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Norm Ave. , Mt. Kisco (next to Kohl’s)
www.bedfordgravel.com

914-241 3851

Gravel • Mulches • Topsoil • Fieldstone

 2 41- 38 5 1
 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT

 Topsoil • Gravel • Mulch • Fieldstone
 & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
 BEDFORD GRAVEL

 2 41- 38 5 1
 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT

 Topsoil • Gravel • Mulch • Fieldstone
 & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
 BEDFORD GRAVEL

 2 41- 38 5 1
 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT

 Topsoil • Gravel • Mulch • Fieldstone
 & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
 BEDFORD GRAVEL 2 41- 38 5 1

 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT

 Topsoil • Gravel • Mulch • Fieldstone
 & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
 BEDFORD GRAVEL  2 41- 38 5 1

 Norm Ave. 
 Mt. Kisco

 (next to Kohl’s) Serving the Area Since 1949

 One Face Cord (Single Row 4 ' x8 ' ) .  $ 159
 Two Face Cords ($149 each) . . . . . . . . $ 298

 •   Small amounts available for pick-up
 •  Fatwood firestarter & kindling wood  DEER FENCING, NETTING, 

 POSTS & REPELLENT

 Topsoil • Gravel • Mulch • Fieldstone
 & LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
 BEDFORD GRAVEL

Briarcliff Manor Garden Club 
Fall Fundraiser 

 

 Luncheon 
 Fashion Show featuring March Boutique 

 Floral Presentation by Daniel Meyer 
 Boutiques 
 Raffles 

 

 
 

Mount Kisco Country Club 
10 Taylor Road 

Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
(914) 666-2116 

October 25th, 2017  
 10:00am - 3:00pm  

Tickets are $55 (includes gratuity)  
Please make checks payable to Briarcliff Manor Garden Club  

and mail by October 16th to:  
Briarcliff Manor Garden Club 

PO Box 210 
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 
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968 Broadway Thornwood (ShopRite/CVS Shopping Center) 914 741 1920

we BUY
GOLD, PLaTINUm, DIamOND

SILVeR & waTCHeSSILVeR & waTCHeS
A Perfect Piece for Every Occasion

Wine & Dine 
Wednesdays!

Prime Rib Fridays!
(Three Course Dinner $29.95)

Now Through October 27th
Fridays Live German Music

Phelps Hospital is sponsoring 
a local collection effort to bring 
urgently needed supplies to the 
people of Puerto Rico following 
Hurricane Maria.

All items must be unopened, within 
expiration date, and in their original 
packaging. Items that will be accepted 
are diapers (infant, toddlers, adults); 
baby wipes; baby formula; cases of 
water; nutritional supplements (e.g., 
Ensure); protein bars; feminine 
hygiene products (pads and tampons); 

personal hygiene/care items (shampoo, 
body wash, deodorant, powder); 
hand sanitizer; oral hygiene items 
(toothbrush, toothpaste); Clorox and 
cleaning supplies; paper towels, toilet 
paper; garbage bags (large); flashlights 
and lanterns; and batteries (sizes AA, 
C and D). 

Collection box locations are 
in the main entrance at Phelps 
Hospital through Saturday and at the 
Pleasantville and Chappaqua farmers 
markets this weekend.
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right matchups – talent, accessibility, 
quality of life, value and location.”

Astorino cited the county’s three Metro-
North train lines to Manhattan and 
easy accessibility to Westchester County 
Airport, along with LaGuardia, John F. 
Kennedy, Newark and Stewart airports. 
He also highlighted that 47 percent of 
county residents 25 and up have college 
or graduate degrees and there are 18,000 
acres of parkland along with available 
office space. 

“No other location offers proximity to 
New York City, but with office space at 
half the price,” Astorino added. 

Amazon is searching for a suburban 

or urban area of more than one million 
residents, which also has a stable and 
business-friendly environment with the 
ability to attract talented professionals. 
The company wants access to mass transit 
and major highways and to be situated 
within 45 minutes of an international 
airport. 

“We believe with the strengths that we 
have and the examples that we have set 
that Westchester is the smartest choice for 
Amazon,” Astorino said. “A partnership 
with Amazon in Westchester would 
thrive.”

Officials are currently working with 
state economic development personnel to 
put together a proposal that they plan to 

send to Amazon in early October. 
Astorino added that the county 

currently has multiple locations that are 
ready to meet Amazon’s needs, including 
the former IBM and PepsiCo campuses in 
Somers. 

“With the former IBM and PepsiCo 
campuses available, Somers has world 
class commercial real estate in a strategic 
location, providing easy access to three 
Metro-North train stations, highways and 
area airports,” Somers Supervisor Rick 
Morrissey said. “Tech companies have 
thrived in suburban enclaves, and Somers 
is fertile ground for the east coast tech 
scene.” 

Morrissey said that both the PepsiCo 

and IBM campuses are move-in ready. The 
former PepsiCo space contains 540,000 
square feet of space while the former IBM 
site has one million square feet.

Along with Morrissey, Astorino 
is working with the mayors of New 
Rochelle, Yonkers, Mount Vernon and 
White Plains for the proposal, stating 
that he wants to offer Amazon several 
available locations. 

“We’ve got a lot of choices for them,” 
Astorino said. 

Amazon is expected to make its 
decision sometime next year. 

“I think this is one of the best things 
we can accomplish in my lifetime if 
it happens,” said William Mooney Jr., 
president and CEO of the Westchester 
County Association, a countywide 
business organization. “There’s no 
reason to think that it won’t happen with 
the leadership that we have here in this 
county.”

Competition for the Amazon 
sweepstakes promises to be stiff. 
Published reports stated that cities and 
counties throughout the United States 
and Canada are prepared to submit a 
Request for Proposal to the company by 
the Oct. 19 deadline, including Boston, 
Denver and Washington, D.C. In the 
metropolitan area, both Nassau and 
Suffolk counties are pitching sites to 
Amazon as well.

The League of Women Voters® of 
New Castle, the League of Women 
Voters® of North East Westchester and 
the John Jay Homestead State Historic 
Site are holding an educational forum 
titled “Constitutional Convention: 
Pros and Cons” at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
Oct. 23 at the John Jay Homestead 
State Historic Site, located at 400 Jay 
St. in Katonah. There will be a panel 
discussion.

The New York State Constitution 
requires that voters decide every 20 years 
whether to hold a convention to amend 
the state constitution. The process has 
three decision points: whether to call 
a convention; if a convention is called, 
who will serve as delegates; and when 
delegates propose amendments to the 
constitution, whether to ratify them or 
not. The first decision point – whether 
to call a convention – will be on this 

year’s general election ballot. Come 
and learn more about this important 
right and process    

Refreshments will be served at 6:30 
p.m. For more information about 
the evening, contact lwvnewcastle@
gmail.com or 914-263-0357. There is 
no charge to attend, but reservations 
are appreciated. For tickets, visit 
http://johnjayhomestead.org/event-
registration/?ee=462   

Educational Forum on Constitutional Convention Oct. 23

I n d e p e n d e n t ,  c o - e d  d a y  s c h o o l  f o r  g r a d e s  6 – 1 2   •   P i c t u r e s q u e  c a m p u s   
4 - t o - 1  s t u d e n t - f a c u l t y  r a t i o   •   E x c e l l e n t  c o l l e g e  p l a c e m e n t   •   R o l l i n g  a d m i s s i o n s  

Exciting Changes Happening at Soundview Prep!
• Flexible Support Center Helping Soundview 

Prep students with organizational skills, writing, 
note taking, homework, and test preparation.

• Music Production and Recording Courses
• Senior Internship Program
• STEAM Makerspace
• Science Research Program
• Expanded AP Course Offerings
• Campus Renovation and Construction
• Shuttle Service from Metro-North Stations

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE! – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15: 1  -  3 PM

370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY  •  914.962.2780  •  soundviewprep.org

Soundview Preparatory School

Westchester Pursuing Amazon to Open Headquarters in County
continued from page 1
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi 

and a town resident clashed last week over 
a potential closure of the Cleveland Street 
railroad crossing.

Resident Ken Noonan said Fulgenzi 
called for the closing of the Cleveland 
Street crossing shortly after the deadly 
crash at the Commerce Street grade 
crossing on Feb. 3, 2015. 

“When Town of Mount Pleasant 
Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi called for the 
closing of the Cleveland Street railroad 
crossing within a week of the terrible train 
accident at the Commerce Street crossing 
I was very suspicious and concerned,” 
Noonan said. “Calling for the closing 
(of) the Commerce Street crossing could 
certainly be understood as this tragedy 
shook us all to the core but, why close 
Cleveland Street.”

He added that “it now seems that my 
worst fears may be realized.”

Fulgenzi announced at last week’s 
town board meeting that representatives 
of the MTA and the state Department 
of Transportation (DOT) are attending 
Tuesday night’s town board work session 
this week to discuss the potential closure of 
the Cleveland Street and Commerce Street 
crossings.

“We are working hard to get members 
of our community to attend this important 
meeting,” Noonan said.

The town board has scheduled a public 

hearing on Oct. 24 at 8 p.m. on the 
potential closures. 

“He (Fulgenzi) is certainly not allowing 
much time for discussion,” said Noonan, 
who has harshly criticized the supervisor 
and town Republican leadership for what 
he believes are lapses in transparency. “He 
originally said that he would do a mailing 
to the residents in the immediate vicinity 
of the Cleveland Street crossing. Frankly 
speaking, I don’t see how he could do 
this in such a short period of time. We 
are trying hard to fill the courtroom with 
residents.”

In response , Fulgenzi slammed Noonan, 
saying it’s unfortunate he’s spewing 
negative rhetoric at board meetings and to 
the media. 

Fulgenzi said dangers at the Cleveland 
Street crossing have been brought to his 
attention by residents living in the area. 
Those residents have told him that if the 
Commerce Street accident would have 
taken place at Cleveland Street, “the 
fatalities would have been even more 
catastrophic,” Fulgenzi said. 

The first discussions about potential 
closures were brought to his attention by 
engineers and safety personnel, he said.

“The meetings we are setting up are to 
educate the town board members in order 
for all to have the appropriate information 
directly from the individuals that have the 
authority to file a petition in order to close 
the crossings,” Fulgenzi said in a letter to 
the editor that also served as part of his 

response to Noonan’s comments. (See his 
full remarks on page 13.) “They have the 
right to have the information that was 
confidentially shared with me and the 
town engineer (David Smyth) as recently 
as last week.”

The supervisor said that Noonan lacks a 
full understanding of the issue.

“The accident was beyond serious, 
lives were lost, and many other lives will 
never be the same,” Fulgenzi said. “It has 
impacted our entire community, especially 
our volunteer and paid agencies that had to 
face such horrors.”

Fulgenzi said the town is a defendant in 
lawsuits seeking millions of dollars related 
to the accident. Although he’s confident 
that there is no responsibility on the town’s 
part, if not handled properly the town 
could be financially damaged, he said. 

The Oct. 24 hearing will allow for 
everyone to be in the same room to discuss 
this critically-important issue.

“No one has stated that at that meeting 
a decision will be made, and if other 
meetings are required then they will 
continue until we have satisfied the needs 
of the community,” Fulgenzi said.

“I in good faith cannot sit back and wait 
until another fatal accident happens at a 
crossing,” he continued. “If I am advised, 
as I have been, to close the crossings it 
would be totally irresponsible on my part 
to ignore those safety recommendations 
and expose the town to further litigation.”

Resident Ken Noonan, left, and Mount Pleasant Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi went at it last week regarding 
discussions that will take place this month with the MTA and the state Department of  Transportation. 
The discussions will center on the potential Cleveland Street grade crossing in Valhalla.

Fulgenzi, Resident Battle Over Mt. Pleasant Grade Crossing Talks

Robert Allensworth
Independent Appraiser

Insurance & Non-Cash  
Charitable Donations  
T: 914-235-5185  

E: RMA2edu@aol.com

Certificate | NYU Appraisal Studies 
Associate Member: AAA

USPAP Compliant

Fine & Decorative Art • Photography 
Ceramics • Numismatics

Have Your Art Valued

Bavarian Club Edelweiss 
Invites You to Attend

Holy Rosary Church Auditorium, 
170 Bradhurst Avenue, Hawthorne, NY. 10532

Music By Bernie’s Orchestra • German and American Food, Beer,  
Wine, and Soda Available for Purchase

Admission:  Adults $10.00.  (Children 15 and under are free)
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL PHYLLIS FROEBRICH 914-739-2037

Doors open at 1 pm. • Band starts at 2 pm
Follow us on Facebook: Bavarian Club Edelweiss, Westchester NY

bavarianclubedelweiss@yahoo.org • www.bavarianclubedelweiss.org

Sunday, October 8, 2017

Presented by: Standing Ovation Studios and The Friends of the Chappaqua Performing Arts Center

For tickets call Ticketmaster at 1-800-745-3000
or

visit us on the web at www.chappaquacenter.org

For tickets call Ticketmaster at 1-800-745-3000
or

visit us on the web at www.ChapPAC.org

23 Cyrille Aimee
 Award Winning International Jazz Artist Sept 8pm

8 2pm
Tim & the Space Cadets
 Grammy Award winning Children’s ArtistOct

14 So Percussion
 Groundbreaking Percussion QuartetOct 8pm

20 Soulshine
 An Allman Brothers Experience 8pmOct

27 Halloween Movie
 come “Step to the Left”
 8pmOct

28 Echoes of Sinatra
 A tribute to a man and his music   
 8pmOct

2 Matt Schofield
 Blues
 8pmNov

4 Fundraiser Gala
 To support Chappaqua PAC
 8pmNov

11 Greatest Pirate Story 
Never Told
 2pmNov

9 Ragtag Theatre’s Cinderella
 Children’s Theatre
 2pmDec

1 What Fresh Hell
 Podcast
 8pmDec

17 Christmas Movie
 Everyones favorite Xmas “Buddy”
 2pmDec

“Be sure to check out our other great performances this season!”

“Your Community.  Your Theatre.”

   
   

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...
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4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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By Martin Wilbur
Area motorists who use the Saw Mill 

Parkway during overnight hours face 
about three weeks of headaches.

Starting this Sunday evening and 
continuing through Oct. 28, crews 
will repave a 3.7-mile stretch of the 
parkway between Roaring Brook 
Road in Chappaqua and Grant Street 
in Pleasantville, said Todd Westhuis, 
regional director of Region 8 for the 
state Department of Transportation 
(DOT).

Westhuis said detour signs directing 
motorists to Route 117 will be posted 
through New Castle and Pleasantville 
to direct drivers who need to reconnect 
with the parkway at points north or 
south of where the closures will take 
place.

New Castle Town Administrator Jill 
Shapiro said the DOT’s engineer in 
charge of construction informed town 
officials last Tuesday that the parkway is 
scheduled to be closed Sunday through 
Friday nights on the northbound side 
from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. and 9 p.m. to 5 

a.m. to southbound traffic.
First responders have received 

notifications of the upcoming work 
and closure schedule. The DOT has 
contacted area hospitals to alert them 
of the detour as well, Shapiro said.

“(The engineer) did want our residents 
to be aware that it would be loud, very 
bright but very quick and that they were 
doing their best to complete this project 
with minimal inconvenience to our 
residents,” she said.

Work on the catch basins began 
on Sunday evening and will continue 
throughout this week, forcing one lane 
to be close in each direction, Shapiro 
said. However, the parkway will remain 
open in both directions at all hours for 
the remainder of the week.

Roaring Brook Road grade crossing 
closure

Metro-North has informed the Town 
of New Castle that Roaring Brook Road 
at the grade crossing will be shut on 
Sunday, Oct. 15 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
for signal testing.

Overnight Closure of Saw Mill 
Parkway Repaving Set for This Month North Castle Police Department

Sept. 22: Report of a suspicious 
incident on Wampus Lakes Drive at 
3:33 p.m. A caller reported that a male 
subject came to her door and stated that 
UPS had told him that they accidentally 
left a package for him at her address. The 
resident stated that she had not received 
any packages and found the incident 
odd. The party was described as a tall, 
thin, light-skinned black male wearing a 
black L/S shirt, Gucci cap and shoes. 

Sept. 23: An officer on patrol reported 
at 10:37 a.m. that a party is injured 
from a fall at the Armonk Outdoor Art 
Show on Business Park Drive. Armonk 
Ambulance is on the scene.

Sept. 24: A complainant arrived at 
headquarters at 12:11 p.m. reporting 
that she left her wallet on the counter at 
a Main Street establishment earlier this 
date. When the wallet was returned to 
her, all the contents were inside except 
for an estimated $50 to $150 in cash. 
A witness and owner’s deposition were 
secured. 

Sept. 24: A High Street caller reported 
at 6:14 p.m. that a party who lives on 

Faraway Road has been hitting golf balls 
and some of them have been landing 
on his property. The resident reported 
he has not made any attempt to contact 
his neighbor and requested that this 
activity cease. The dispatching officer 
contacted the Faraway Road homeowner 
by phone, who stated that he believed all 
the golf balls have been landing on his 
own property, but he will ensure in the 
future that this remains the case. Matter 
adjusted.

Sept. 24: At 6:18 p.m., a caller reported 
a white male with a long beard, white top 
and beige pants walking along Route 22 
southbound just south of Coman Hill 
School. The party appears disheveled. An 
officer was dispatched.

Sept. 26: Report of a verbal dispute 
between an employee and another 
worker at Coman Hill Elementary 
School on Bedford Road at 7:03 p.m. 
Officers responded.

Sept. 27: Police received an e-911 call 
reporting the smell of smoke emanating 
from the area of Wampus Lakes Drive at 
2:10 a.m. Responding officers confirmed 
the smell and reported a brush fire. The 
county’s 60 Control was notified.

Police Blotter

1. paragon (n.)
   A) a fictitious story  B) a state of bliss   C) a model of excellence

2. natty (adj.)
   A) small-minded  B) not generous    C) smart and fashionable 

3. ruminate (v.)
   A) to think deeply  B) discover by searching     C) cause a commotion 

4. reproof (n.)
   A) a repeated performance  B) an expression of blame  C) something required 

5. pithy (adj.)
   A) extremely dark  B) vigorously expressive      C) derisively mocking

6. efface (v.)
   A) to lose respect  B) put into operation   C) cause to disappear 

7. untoward (adj.)
   A) unexpected and inappropriate  B) too great to count   C) not tested

8. stasis (n.)
   A) a hiding place  B) a period of inactivity     C) territory of a state 

GREat Expectations.The season of standardized tests is upon us, SAT, PSAT, ACT and GRE. 
The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) is an admission requirement at most graduate schools 
in the United States. The GRE has a verbal section that tests your vocabulary usage, as will this 
week’s quiz.  

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz      By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. C. A model of excellence or perfection; epitome 
2. C. (of a person or article of clothing) smart and 

fashionable; stylish, dapper, debonair
3. A. To think deeply about something; contem-

plate, consider, mull over
4. B.   An expression of blame or disapproval; 

rebuke, reprimand 

5. B. (of language or style) terse and vigorously 
expressive; concise

6. C. To cause (a memory or emotion) to disappear 
completely; erase

7. A. Unexpected and inappropriate or inconve-
nient; unsuitable 

8. B. A period of inactivity or equilibrium; inaction

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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By Martin Wilbur
Two members of the North Castle 

Police Department were honored last 
week for saving the life of a 72-year-
old man who was stricken with cardiac 
arrest during the Sept. 17 Jamie’s 5K 
Run for Love.

Officer Anthony Sabatella and Sgt. 
Tom McCormack were recognized 
by the Town Board for their quick 
response, where they administered two-
man CPR that resulted in the stricken 
man being able to resume breathing and 
regain consciousness.

“Ultimately, a huge amount of credit 
and praise goes to the swift actions of 
Police Officer Anthony Sabatella and 
Sgt. Tom McCormack who dove in 
head first, without hesitation, and saved 
this man’s life,” said Police Chief Peter 
Simonsen.

The incident occurred at 9:51 a.m. 
on McDonald Avenue in Armonk, 
several moments after the start of the 
race, according to the police report. 
Sabatella, who was on a traffic post on 
Bedford Road and MacDonald Avenue, 
noticed a crowd of people gathered in 
front of 4 McDonald Ave.

The crowd was surrounding one of the 
race runner who was lying motionless 
while face down in the front yard. 
Sabatella immediately communicated 
on his radio that a runner was down. 
After unable to get a response, he rolled 

the man onto his back and noticed that 
the man’s eyes were open, but his body 
was rigid and his face and tongue were 
purple. He was also bleeding in several 
places.

Sabatella called out on his radio that 
the victim was in apparent cardiac 
arrest and began administering CPR. 
McCormack arrived and provided 
rescue breaths while the two officers 
continued CPR.

After several minutes, the man began 
to breathe and move his limbs. Armonk 
Ambulance and ALS arrived on scene 
and took over the care, Simonsen said. 
The man was then transported to 
Westchester Medical Center, where he 
received treatment and has since been 
released from the hospital, he said.

Town Clerk Alison Simon who saw 
the incident unfold said she was “blown 
away” to see how the two officers 
reacted quickly and professionally even 
as some in the surrounding crowd of 
people were nervous and agitated.

“They were as calm as could be 
and handled the situation perfectly 
and obviously revived this man and 
saved his life,” she said of Sabatella 
and McCormack “I just have to say 
I’m so proud of you guys. I’m just so 
impressed.”

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said he 
is continually inspired by the efforts 

of the police department as well as the 
volunteer firefighters and ambulance 
corps members who never hesitate to 
rush out to help people in need. 

“It’s all part of what makes this 
community great and we all have that 
confidence that if there is an emergency 
and you pick up the phone and call 911 
or call the police department or the fire 
department they’re coming,” Schiliro 
said. “They’re somewhere close and 
they’re going to get there.”

Simonsen said a key factor in the 
successful response to the cardiac arrest 

victim was the police department’s 
partnering with local EMS, including the 
Armonk Fire Department Ambulance 
and Westchester EMS. He said the 
extensive training and coordination 
between his department and the other 
first responders serving the town helps 
to quickly provide the best care possible 
to people in need with each agency’s 
representatives knowing when to take 
over the care of a patient.

“The care that these officers provide 
works seamlessly in conjunction 
with our outstanding volunteer fire 
departments and ambulance services as 
it did in this instance,” Simonsen said. 
“The care provided is swift and is much 
like the passing of a baton in a relay 
race.”

Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto 
remarked how at a recent function to 
honor first responders in North White 
Plains, she marveled at how the men 
and women who serve in the town’s 
volunteer departments and police force 
are extremely modest and are often 
embarrassed for being praised for doing 
their jobs.

“It was just amazing and I was 
privileged to be in a room with such 
dedicated volunteers, who didn’t think 
they were particularly special, but they 
are,” DiGiacinto said.

North Castle Honors Officers Who Saved Runner’s Life

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
North Castle Police Sgt. Tom McCormack, left, 
and Officer Anthony Sabatella, right, stand with 
Chief  Peter Simonsen after the two officers were 
honored by the Town Board for saving a man who 
was in cardiac arrest during the running of  a 
recent 5K event.

Two Local EMTs Save Man’s Life at Grand Central Station
By Martin Wilbur

Two lifelong Westchester residents 
were part a team of five MTA employees 
recognized last week for helping to save 
the life of a man in cardiac arrest on a 
Metro-North train last summer.

James Tipa of Mount Kisco and White 
Plains resident Andrew Seicol, both 
EMTs and members of the Grand Central 
Terminal Fire Brigade, were honored 
by the railroad along with another first 
responder and the train’s conductor and 
engineer. Their quick actions are credited 
with saving the passenger.

On July 19, two minutes after the 4:45 
p.m. New Haven line train left Grand 
Central, a passenger knocked on the 
head cab door, alerting engineer Danielle 
Bonge and conductor John O’Brien that 
a rider had either passed out or was 
having a seizure.

While O’Brien rushed to tend to the 
passenger, Bonge immediately stopped 
the train and contacted the rail control 
center that a customer was in medical 
distress and the train would need to 
return to the terminal, according to the 
MTA’s account of the incident.

As the train was cleared to return from 
the Park Avenue viaduct, the Grand 

Central Terminal Fire Brigade, which is 
stationed in the sprawling complex, was 
alerted. Tipa and Seicol had just finished 
with another call and raced to the lower 
level tracks in a motorized cart that 
carried their equipment. The pair was 
walking down the steps to the platform 
as the train was pulling in, said Seicol.

Although there was initially some 
uncertainty about what was wrong 
with the passenger, Tipa and Seicol 
determined it was cardiac arrest and took 
out their automated external defibrillator 
and went to work.

“Once we got on-scene, the AED was 
activated,” Seicol said. “We did a couple 
of rounds of CPR to get a heart rhythm 
back. We were probably talking about a 
five-minute period, and then within five 
to 10 minutes after that he was conscious. 
I wouldn’t say 100 percent alert, but 
conscious at that point.”

Aside from first having to assess 
whether the health issue was a cardiac 
episode, Tipa said a major challenge 
was dealing with the large throng of 
rush-hour commuters. Passengers were 
boarding a Harlem line train that was 
on the track across the platform at the 
same time the New Haven line train 

was returning, which made for a very 
congested area, he said.

“It was organized chaos,” Tipa said.
The Fire Brigade is a roughly 40-

man unit stationed at Grand Central 
responding to medical emergencies 
along with performing regular fire 
prevention inspections and fire and 
evacuation drills and providing training 
for other agencies, said James Lee, the 
Brigade chief who was on the scene 
supervising during the July 19 incident 
and was also honored last week. In 2016, 
the Brigade responded to 1,514 calls, and 
so far, has had more than 1,200 this year, 
he said. 

There are about another 60 members 
of the Brigade who have other full-
time jobs with Metro-North at the 
North White Plains, Croton-Harmon, 
Brewster, Stamford and New Haven train 
yards, Lee said. Brigade members at the 
outlying yards volunteer their services to 
the railroad. Similar to the full-timers at 
Grand Central, they must complete an 
initial 130 hours of training and another 
175 hours of ongoing training every 
three years to be recertified.

In addition to working with the Grand 
Central Fire Brigade, Seicol and Tipa 

are both volunteer firefighters in their 
home communities. Tipa, a Fox Lane 
High School graduate, is a member of 
the Independent Company in the Mount 
Kisco Fire Department while Seicol is 
an active member with the North White 
Plains Fire Department. 

Tipa said that saving a life is the biggest 
reward for him and his co-workers.

“It’s definitely a great feeling, especially 
the amount of work that we do and the 
amount of training that goes into that,” 
he said. “Being able to respond to an 
emergency and having a valid outcome 
is pretty satisfying.”

Andrew Seicol, second from left, an assistant fire 
chief  with the Grand Central Terminal Fire Brigade, 
and James Tipa, third from left, a fire EMS officer, 
were honored last month for helping to save the 
life of  a passenger on a Metro-North train in July.
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Alexandra Ciarcia
It is with great sadness we announce 

the unexpected passing of Alexandra 
Marie Ciarcia due to a 
pre-existing medical 
condition on Sept. 21.

Alexandra, 21, of 
Pleasantville, was found 
in her sorority house 
at SUNY Geneseo on 
Wadsworth Avenue 
when police, ambulance 
and the Livingston 
County Sheriff ’s office 
responded to a suspected 
medical issue.  

Ciarcia, a 2014 
graduate of Pleasantville 
High School, was 
president of Phi Lambda 
Chi sorority for the past year and a half. 
She also was serving as managing editor 
of The Lamron, Geneseo’s student 
newspaper, after previously serving as a 
copy editor for the newspaper.

She was interning with the college’s 
communications and marketing office 
this semester. As an intern she wrote 
press releases, including longer featured 
releases on campus programs and 
personalities, and also helped maintain 
and distribute a weekly list of arts and 
cultural events – a favorite subject 
of hers – that was distributed to area 
media.  

David Irwin, media relations director 
for the college, called Alexandra “a 
talented and dependable writer.”  

“She was eager to learn, had a very 
pleasant personality, and her talent 
for writing combined with a strong 
work ethic contributed enormously 
to advancing the reputation of the 
college she loved,” said Irwin, who 
worked closely with Ciarcia during her 

internships. “I shall greatly miss her.”
Her stories ranged from the college’s 

record fundraising Relay for Life event 
for the American Cancer Society, 
to a scavenger hunt conducted for 

National Fossil Day in 
2016, to the opening 
of a “trading room” on 
campus designed to give 
business students real-
time experiences. Ciarcia 
“realized she wanted to 
write her own creative 
pieces and articles when 
at 15 years old she was 
awarded first place in a 
Harry Potter fanfiction 
contest.   

Ciarcia was awarded 
the college’s John V. Lynn 
‘83 Memorial Award 

Scholarship in Journalism in 2016. 
She was named to SUNY Geneseo’s 
Deans List for each of the six semesters 
that she had completed at the college. 
Her other interests included traveling, 
playing with her dog and reading. 

She is survived by her loving 
brother and best friend, Chris Ciarcia; 
her devoted father, Dennis Ciarcia 
(Madonna Swanson); her loving aunts, 
uncles and cousins: James Ciarcia 
(Michelle Ciarcia and children Melissa 
Ciarcia and Rebecca Ciarcia-Haase), 
Howie Ciarcia (Debbie Burnell and 
children Irene Burnell and Grace 
Burnell), Theresa Clarke (and child 
Cayla Clarke), Robert Ciarcia and 
Diane Ciarcia (and child Nikki).

A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated at Holy Innocents Roman 
Catholic Church in Pleasantville on 
Sept. 28. Following Mass, there was a 
gathering where all were together to 
celebrate the wonderfulness of Alex.   

Obituaries
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Francis O’Donnell
Francis Neil O’Donnell (Frank) of 

Hawthorne passed away peacefully at home 
on Sept. 21, surrounded by his loving family. 

He was 89.
O’Donnell was born and raised in 

Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. He graduated Fort 
Hamilton High School and served with 
honor in the United States Army. He 
worked for the New York City Department 
of Sanitation for 34 years and retired as 
a district superintendent. O’Donnell was 
a lifelong learner, an avid reader and a 
crossword puzzle master. His thirst for 
knowledge across all subjects, coupled with 
his sharp wit, made him an interesting 
conversationalist and often the life of the 

party. He was really one of a kind and had a 
great sense of humor, which contributed to 
so many wonderful memories for his family 
and friends. He was also a man of great faith 
who spent many contemplative hours in 
prayer and passed along his strong faith to 
his children. 

O’Donnell is survived by Maureen, 
his loving wife of 48 years; his daughters, 
Siobhan Powell (Randy) of Montvale, N.J. 
and Mary Frances O’Donnell of Hawthorne; 
his beloved grandchildren, Kaitlyn and 
Ryan; and many nieces and nephews. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Sept. 26. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Sept. 27 followed by interment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery.

Joseph Lovequist
Joseph M. Lovequist, most recently of 

Somers and formerly of Hawthorne, died 
on Sept. 26. 

He was 87.
Lovequist was born on Jan. 29, 1930, 

to the late Otto and Elizabeth (nee 
Quinn) Lovequist in White Plains. He 
proudly served in the U.S. Army during 
the Korean Conflict. He retired as the 
owner-operator of All Weld Products 
in Elmsford and was a member of the 
Hawthorne American Legion and an 
avid coin collector and golfer. He loved 

his family more than anything. 
Lovequist is survived by his devoted 

wife of 64 years, Pura (Suarez) Lovequist, 
of Somers; his loving daughter, LouAnn 
(Timothy) Adams, of Brewster; and three 
cherished grandchildren, Kevin, Michael 
and Emily Adams. He was predeceased 
by his beloved son, Gary M. Lovequist, 
in 2013. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Sept. 29. A funeral Mass 
was held at Holy Rosary Church in 
Hawthorne on Sept. 30 followed by 
interment at Mount Calvary Cemetery 
in Greenburgh.

Jonathan Resnick
Jonathan Resnick, 59, passed away 

peacefully, surrounded by loved ones, on 
Sept. 28 due to complications from the 
sudden onset of septic shock. 

Resnick loved expansively without 
reservation or condition. He was 
generous without expectation of return 
or reciprocity, gliding through life with 
joy and optimism and forging close 
relationships with so many – kids, adults 
and business colleagues. He embraced the 
random encounter and was ever eager to 
strike up conversation, inevitably leaving a 
lasting impression. For his precious family 
and multitude of friends, Resnick strived 
to be completely present. Always. He 
showed up. Always. 

Born in New York and raised in the 
Usonia cooperative in Pleasantville, he 
attended Byram Hills High School and 
Brown University, where he played on 

the soccer team. After working as an 
assignments and then political editor at 
WBZ-TV in Boston, he helped start up 
CNBC as the first news editor, then joined 
his father at Barbizon Lighting, which he 
built into one of the largest lighting and 
rigging supply companies in the world. 
Resnick was an esteemed congregant of 
Temple Beth El and cherished member 
of the Chappaqua community where he 
coached boys’ and girls’ soccer for nearly 
two decades. 

Resnick is survived by his beloved wife, 
Sue; the children he adored, Zach, Gabby 
and Sam; his dear sisters, Johanna, Leslie 
and Maxanne; and many precious nieces 
and nephews. 

A funeral service was held at Temple 
Beth El of Northern Westchester on Oct. 1. 
Interment immediately followed at Sharon 
Gardens Cemetery in Valhalla. In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be made to the 
Brown Sports Foundation.

Alexandra Ciarcia
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By Erin Maher
About 40 parents urged the Bedford 

Board of Education and administrators 
last week to support Mount Kisco 
Elementary School’s Dual Language 
Bilingual Education (DLBE) program and 
refrain from making any changes to dilute 
the program.

Since 2015, the school has given parents 
and their children the option after finishing 
first grade of enrolling in either a single-
language classroom, where they are taught 
in English only, or a DLBE program, where 
the students are taught in two languages, 
English and Spanish. 

Parents of Mount Kisco Elementary 
School students became alarmed when a 
letter from Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Christopher Manno was sent home with 
students on Sept. 18 inviting families to 
participate in two focus groups to be held 
this week regarding the DLBE program. 

According to the letter, 85 percent 
of Mount Kisco Elementary students 
have opted in to the DLBE program, 
leaving enough students to fill only one 
monolingual class. The letter stated that 
“the concern of some parents of children 
in this program has been that this may 
limit socialization.”

The letter also recognizes that many 
parents strongly support the DLBE 
program. It stated that the focus groups 
are for, “…exploring ways of meeting the 

program wants and needs of all children 
and families.”

In his report at the Sept. 27 board 
meeting, Manno addressed the impending 
focus groups, telling trustees that a study of 
the program began last May. Between the 
collected data and the reactions collected 
from the focus groups, Manno and school 
administrators will revisit the program 
in December to see if any alterations 
are needed. Manno made no concrete 
statements whether there would be any 
changes, only that it was possible. 

During last week’s discussion on the 
program, pink banners supporting the 
program were unrolled by parents in the 
audience and held high. One read, “No 
limits for the bilingual program.” 

Many came to the microphone to address 
their concerns regarding any alteration of 
the program. 

Parent and Mount Kisco resident Gary 
Riley, who has children in the program, told 
the board that the DLBE program enticed 
him and his family to move to the area.

“One of the things that attracted us to 
Mount Kisco was for the DLBE program,” 
said Riley. “I’m here just to express my 
serious concern that the board would do 
anything to jeopardize a program that 
brings the community together.” 

Former Mount Kisco Elementary 
School student Andrea Michelle Alvarez, 
who graduated Fox Lane High School in 

2011, spoke about how the former ESL 
program was “isolating,” leaving her to feel 
different than the other students when she 
was pulled out from her classmates to learn 
English. She implored the board against 
making any changes.  

“To think that others in the future will 
not have this opportunity is disheartening,” 
added Mike Fauster, the father of a first-
grader at the school.

No one who spoke last week opposed 
the DLBE program. The Examiner reached 

out to Mount Kisco Elementary School 
Principal Inas Morsi-Hogans, who said 
that the findings found from the focus 
group would “provide one set of data for the 
superintendent to consider as we examine 
the program.” She added that with the 
information collected Manno will “present 
alternatives to the board of Education to 
attempt to meet all stakeholders’ needs.”

For more information on the DLBE 
program at Mount Kisco Elementary 
School, visit www.bcsdny.org/mkes. 

Parents Turn Out to Support Mt. Kisco Dual Language Program

ERIN MAHER PHOTO
Some of  the parents in the crowd at the Sept. 27 Bedford Board of  Education meeting where parents 
appealed to school officials to maintain Mount Kisco Elementary School’s Dual Language Bilingual 
Education program at current levels.
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By Madeline Zevon
Many people are unaware of how close 

the state of New York came this year to 
passing single-payer health care. In the 
last legislative session, the New York 
Health Act passed in the state Assembly 
94046 and in the State Senate, it had 31 
co-sponsors, just one vote short of a 
majority. Yet, little was reported. More 
was said in The New York Times about 
the California single-payer bill than the 
New York Health bill.   

Traditional Medicare is single-payer. 
The New York Health bill will work 
much like Medicare does, but better. 
The New York Health bill will cover 
100 percent of New Yorkers with no 
premiums, co-pays or deductibles. 
In addition to covering all medically 
necessary treatments, it would cover 
hearing, dental, vision, mental health, 
substance abuse and hospitalization 
– more comprehensive than most 

insurance policies. 
It would be financed by a graduated 

payroll tax based on income and non-
payroll capital gains, dividends and 
interest. Astonishingly, 98 percent 
of New Yorkers would save money 
compared to health insurance policies 
through their employers. New York 
would save $45 billion a year, or an 
average of $2,200 annually per person, 
according to an economic study by 
Gerald Friedman, chair of economics at 
the University of Massachusetts. This is 
mainly because about one-third of every 
health care dollar spent by insurance 
companies goes for profit, marketing 
and exorbitant CEO salaries. 

Medical debts are the leading cause of 
bankruptcy in the United States. Under 
this bill, there would be no private for-
profit insurance companies allowed in 
New York other than for non-covered 
items such as cosmetic surgery. We can 

cover everyone in New York and spend 
much less than we’re spending now.  

This plan would be a public-private 
system. Doctors and hospitals would 
remain as they are now and the 
state would administer payments. 
Importantly, the New York State Trust 
would have the power to negotiate with 
drug companies to lower prices. 

We are not inventing the wheel here. 
Every other developed nation in the 
world has universal health care. Yet, 
we pay twice as much for health care 
in this country, with poorer medical 
outcomes. Do you have to be wealthy to 
receive the benefits of the fire or police 
department? 

Health care is a matter of life or death. 
It is a human right. This is news we 
shouldn’t keep secret.

Madeline Zevon is Co-Chair of Health 
Care, League of Women Voters of 
Westchester and New York State.

Narrowly Defeated State Healthcare Bill Would Have Helped Residents
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

Letters to the Editor

We are residents of Mount Kisco. On 
Nov. 7, we encourage all eligible village 
residents to vote for Gina Picinich for 
mayor and Isi Albanese for trustee. They 
are the change we need today to secure 
the future we want tomorrow.

Seven years ago, we moved with 
excitement from Manhattan to our home 
in Mount Kisco to accommodate our 
growing family. I grew up in the country, 
and my wife in the city, so Mount Kisco 
was a perfect fit. Our expectations were 
exceeded as we settled into a new life 
in this leafy town where we quickly 
adapted to the ease of commuting, the 
many downtown restaurants, access to 
excellent schools, and most importantly, 
the positive energy and vibe on the streets 
and faces of passersby.

While change is a part of life, some 
recent changes in Mount Kisco leave us 
questioning if we and our children can 
expect a bright future without changes 
in village leadership. The storefront 

vacancy rate in Mount Kisco is alarming. 
The increased loitering and vagrancy 
seemingly permitted on village streets 
raises the specter of behaviors that sully 
perceptions of Mount Kisco and put at 
risk our future. We expect more, and we 
believe Gina and Isi are the ticket for 
change.

Gina brings more than 30 years of 
experience in professional management, 
human resources and strategic planning. 
Though currently on a leave of absence 
from the Chamber of Commerce, her 
expertise has been instrumental in the 
growth and increased visibility of the 
organization. She actively participates in 
many town meetings and has worked to 
promote building safety for all residents. 
Gina is well-informed, bright, energetic, 
and most of all, she listens to others.  

Isi, himself a pillar in our village, 
has unmatched experience running 
successful, iconic businesses that are 
in Mount Kisco’s bloodstream. No two 

candidates in recent years have brought so 
much know-how and hope to the ballot. 

While we fully understand that many of 
Mount Kisco’s challenges are symptoms 
of tougher macroeconomic, social and 
political conditions, what Mount Kisco 
needs now to secure our future is new 
leadership that thinks outside the box. 
new leaders whose support includes all 
generations and all residents. Mount 
Kisco cannot afford to keep running in 
place, as we are losing ground.  

We remain hopeful for Mount Kisco’s 
future, but we need effective leadership 
with the energy and vision to guide 
us through these challenges and into 
tomorrow. We love Mount Kisco and we 
hope you will vote like us on Nov. 7 to 
elect Gina and Isi. 

Jeff and Leah Nathan
Mount Kisco

Mount Kisco Needs Picinich, Albanese to Lead Village Forward

This newspaper has accurately reported 
my no vote with respect to three different 
resolutions relating to the funding and 
expansion of our three fire houses, but they 
failed to report why I voted the way that I 
voted. My objection was not to either the 
proposal itself or the mechanism chosen 
for financing the cost, but was rather an 
objection to placing the matter on the 
ballot for the Nov. 7 election.

I for one, feel that this is a major 
undertaking at a substantial cost to 

the residents of this village. and I was 
requesting and suggesting that the public 
have more time to hear and analyze and 
consider the details of the proposal, 
consider any alternatives, either in timing, 
funding, the scope of the work or whether 
to consider something entirely different, 
including for example, a consolidated 
firehouse. 

This matter was voted on at the Village 
Board meeting Sept. 18, which gives the 
public a mere six weeks to study a proposal 

for a proposed obligation in excess of 
$10 million. Only one public session has 
been scheduled. In light of the firehouse 
debacle in New Castle, I would think this 
board should have made an effort to be 
more inclusive and transparent.

Our residents have a right to as much 
information as is available. 

Karen B. Schleimer
Trustee, Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco

Public Should Have More Time to Consider Mt. Kisco Firehouse Vote

Guest Column
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I am writing this letter in response to last 
week’s guest column (“Developers Greed 
Unites Residents Against Inappropriate 
Projects”) by Stephen Hampton. In it, he 
referenced to a project currently under 
review by the Cortlandt Town Board – 
the Hudson Ridge Wellness Center. 

I am a young mother, wife and, as 
Mr. Hampton put it, a Greater Teatown 
resident. I am also the sister of a brother 
who recently died of a heroin overdose. 

My brother’s death was as shocking 
as it was sad. For so many years, Dave 
had swung from a healthy and energetic 
young man to an absent shell of himself. 
He was at times clean and trying his best 
to get on with work and life, but then he 

would disappear for days, if not weeks at 
a time. 

Dave was a functioning addict; he 
was able to hold down a 9-to-5 job, but 
the torture he felt inside eventually won. 
He was ashamed of himself for being 
an addict. I did everything I could for 
Dave, everything in mine and my family’s 
power, but it was never enough. If he had 
the proper people around him, people 
who understood and could help him, 
he might still be here today if he had 
the proper resources, but the nearest 
treatment centers were hours away. 

My brother’s sad story is but one of 
so many deaths from drug overdose 
currently plaguing our country, towns 

and neighborhoods. The statistics are 
overwhelming. In the United States, drug 
overdoses are the leading cause of death 
in adults under the age of 50, and there 
were more than 59,000 drug overdose 
deaths in 2016. One in three families are 
affected by addiction. Their loved ones 
can still get help and get clean. 

I have spoken to representatives of the 
Hudson Ridge Wellness Center. They will 
be treating people like my brother, people 
who still have a chance at life, but have 
fallen into the grips of addiction. 

Despite what Mr. Hampton stated, the 
Hudson Ridge Wellness Center is not 
expanding for commercial gain nor is it 
erecting any new structures in our town. 

The Wellness Center is simply restoring 
existing buildings on the property, which 
has stood for years, and will be the only 
Wellness Center of its kind in our area. 

There is a stigma that follows drug 
users and their families. I understand 
that. I have felt it firsthand. I will fight 
for the Hudson Ridge Wellness Center 
to move forward because if one family is 
spared the grief mine has suffered than 
any amount of “local water” spared to 
suit the needs of those seeking help is well 
worth it. 

Joanna DeNomme
Cortlandt Manor

Guest Column

As Overdoses Climb, Treatment Centers Are Essential in Our Area

I wish to convey my extreme disapproval 
of our county executive’s recent veto 
decision on the Immigrant Protection Act 
(IPA) in the face of a two-thirds favorable 
vote by the Board of Legislators. The 
board was unfortunately one vote short to 
override his veto last week.  

The IPA sought to protect our 
hardworking immigrants and did not 
define Westchester as a sanctuary county, 

contrary to Mr. Astorino’s opinion. A local 
government entity can only be subject to 
losing federal funding if it is in violation 
of 8 USC 1873, and the language of the 
bill was drafted to be in compliance with 
that statute. The bill clarified the existing 
county policy while drawing from model 
ordinances put forth by the New York 
State Attorney General’s office with the 
intent to ensure all county residents are 

protected. 
Many immigrants are afraid to 

cooperate with law enforcement when 
they require assistance in their home 
communities. Many are less likely to 
voluntarily provide information about 
a crime or to report a crime because 
they fear being questioned about their 
immigration status.

We can only hope for a change in 

personnel in November to overturn 
this and other short-sighted policies 
of the current county executive. We 
need leadership that will demonstrate 
sensitivity to the needs of all our county 
residents.

Marie Inserra
Peekskill

Immigrant Protection Act Veto Was a Short-Sighted Decision

Letters to the Editor

By Carl Fulgenzi
It is unfortunate that Mr. Noonan is 

continuing his negative rhetoric not 
only at town board meetings but now 
he would like to take shots at me in the 
media.

His statement that “I am ramming an 
agenda through,” speaks of his lack of 
understanding of the seriousness we are 
facing with grade crossings.

First off, the Feb. 3, 2015, accident 
was beyond serious, lives were lost and 
many other lives will never be the same. 
It has impacted our entire community, 
especially our volunteer and paid 
agencies that had to face such horrors.

Secondly, the town is in the middle 
of millions of dollars in lawsuits that we 
must defend, even though we know there 
is no responsibility on our part, yet this 
could still totally bankrupt our town.

The dangers at the Cleveland Street 
crossing were brought to my attention 
by individuals in this surrounding area. 
That included statements made to me 
that if that accident had taken place at 
Cleveland Street, the fatalities would 
have been even more catastrophic.

The initial discussion of closing 
Commerce and Cleveland Street was 
not initially my idea; this was in fact 
brought to my attention through 
conversation with highly knowledgeable 
engineers and safety personnel. These 
are the individuals that carry the proper 
training and experience to make solid 
and educated recommendations. I 
myself do not have the authority to close 
any crossings.

The meetings we are setting up are 
to educate the town board members 
in order for all to have the appropriate 
information directly from the individuals 
that have the authority to file a petition 
in order to close the crossings. They 
have the right to have the information 
that was confidentiality shared with me 
and the town engineer as recently as last 
week.

No one is being kept in the dark, and 
we are starting the public informational 
meetings on Oct. 24 with the state 
Department of Transportation and the 
MTA present to make sure the public 
has the opportunity to share in the 
information those agencies have.

No one has stated that a decision 
will be made at that meeting. If other 
meetings are required, then they will 
continue until we have satisfied the 
needs of the community.

Another erroneous statement by Mr. 
Noonan is that the meetings are not 
advertised. At every town board meeting 
we always announce the upcoming 
meetings and they are all on the town’s 
website.

It is unfortunate that Denis McCarthy 
along with Mr. Noonan and a very 
small group of individuals want to 
give the impression that this board is 
hiding something. The first being that I 
intentionally did not want a town board 
meeting broadcasted, and then to make 
constant innuendos that things are 
intentionally not put on the website.

What is important for everyone to 
understand is that in the last three years 
more information has been disseminated 
to the public through the website along 
with newsletters than has ever been done 
before in Mount Pleasant.

We started a new site to handle a 
wealth of additional information, and 

with limited staff we go above and 
beyond to get everything we possibly can 
out there to the public.

All these advancements in 
communications cost money, and every 
year we do more and more while being 
cognizant of our taxpayers.

To some individuals it will never be 
enough because of their agenda. Instead 
of focusing on all of the positive changes 
we have made, first and foremost fully 
contributing to the benefit of our 
community. It is truly unfortunate that a 
few will only find fault.

In closing, I in good faith cannot 
sit back and wait until another fatal 
accident happens at a grade crossing. So, 
in essence, if I am advised, as I have been, 
to close the crossings it would be totally 
irresponsible on my part to ignore those 
safety recommendations and expose the 
town to further litigation.

We as a board have the responsibility 
to make those tough decisions in which 
we were elected to make for the benefit 
of our wonderful community.

Carl Fulgenzi is the supervisor for the 
Town of Mount Pleasant.

Mount Pleasant Has Obligation to Weigh Safety Concerns at Rail Crossings
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By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Planning Board 

agreed last week to Brynwood Golf & 
Country Club’s request to subdivide the 
applicant’s 156-acre parcel to make it 
easier for the owners to obtain financing 
to build the residential units.

By a 4-0 margin, the planning board 
voted to separate the 130 acres on which 
the golf course is situated from the 26 
acres where up to 73 residences are 
expected to be built. It is still not known 
whether the seven affordable units that 
the owners are required to build will be 
on site or moved.

Attorney Peter Wise, who is 
representing Brynwood, said lenders 
that specialize in residential construction 
don’t want to finance the golf course and 
vice versa. Site plan approval has already 
been granted for the reconfigured golf 
course, but the Brynwood partners must 
secure lending before they can take the 
steps to begin site plan review for the 
condos.

He said there is no other purpose for 
making the subdivision request.

“The goal here is to be able to finance 
this after subdivision so that we can 
continue to move forward with the 

project,” Wise said. 
Representatives for Brynwood said last 

week that they have reached out to 38 
banks and lending companies to gather 
the money needed to build the project. 
It’s been just over two years since the 
North Castle Town Board approved the 
necessary zoning text amendments for 
Brynwood to advance to site plan review.

At last week’s public hearing on the 
subdivision, there was some concern 
voiced by residents whether an increase 
in the acreage for the residential 
component might reduce the amount 
of open space. At the time the zoning 
revisions were approved in mid-2015, a 
conservation easement was agreed to by 
the Brynwood partners that guaranteed 
the acreage for the golf course could 
never be used for anything except for 
golf or open space.

“If it fails, if the golf course fails, this 
piece will be less open space,” said Jan 
Bernstein, a resident of nearby Windmill 
Farm.

Wise said the amount of open space 
has been clearly spelled out and cannot 
be changed.

“I can guarantee to you the amount of 
open space is identified in that findings 
statement, so it’s incumbent upon us to 
maintain that open space or we need to 
come back and change the findings,” he 
said.

The current owners of Brynwood 
purchased the land, located at 568 
Bedford Rd. in Armonk, in 2009. There 
were multiple iterations of the plan, 
starting with a 242-unit proposal during 
six years of discussions with town 
officials.

No. Castle Agrees to Subdivide Brynwood as Owner Seeks Financing
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle’s Environmental Review 

Board chairman cautioned town 
officials last week that they needed 
to carefully consider potential health 
concerns before approving revisions in 
the local law on the raising of chickens.

Dr. William Flank told the Town 
Board during the continuation of its 
public hearing last Tuesday that the 
ERB generally agreed with the planning 
board’s recent assessment that there 
should be tight standards regarding 
litter, construction and design of 
the chicken coop and the impact of 
droppings flowing into a watercourse.

“We still have serious concerns about 
the environmental impact and neighbor 
impacts that may occur as a result of 
permitting chickens, especially within 
smaller residential zones,” Flank said.

The planning board has recommended 
that property owners have at least two 
acres and that there should be no more 
than six chickens on any lot regardless of 
size. The rationale is that since the eggs 
produced would only be for personal 
consumption and it not a commercial 
operation, no household would need 
more than about a dozen and a half eggs 
a week, about what six chickens might 
typically yield.

Currently, New Castle only allows 
the raising of chickens on properties 
of at least 10 acres. However, with the 
increasing popularity of the practice, 
officials have acknowledged that many 
residents are probably raising them 
illegally.

In recent meetings, town board 
members have stated they are looking at 
requiring only an acre to raise chickens 
as long as there are proper setbacks. 
The draft law would permit up to six 
chickens on one acre and up to 10 on 
two or more acres.

The Town Board is also weighing 
whether to allow property owners with 
parcels between one-half and a full acre 
to raise chickens provided they obtain 
a permit from the ERB and have the 
required setbacks.

But Flank, who grew up on a chicken 
farm, said there should be concern that 
at least a dozen diseases can be spread 
by chickens, including salmonella. 

“Generally, the environmental and 
health and safety concerns need to be 
much more thoroughly addressed,” 
he said. “We definitely need water 
resource protection. We definitely need 

to talk about education as part of the 
permit process. Chickens are a serious 
undertaking and you don’t do this 
lightly.”

Horace Greeley High School senior 
Rachel Herschman, who has advocated 
for the town to relax its standards, 
said making such tight restrictions is 
excessive. She said that 95 percent of 
municipalities in the United States allow 
for the raising of chickens, including 
many cities, where there is far less space 
than a residence in New Castle.

Herschman said one chicken only 
needs about two feet of run space.

“Applying some in-depth look at 
chickens and not dogs is kind of unfair,” 
she said.

Councilman Jeremy Saland said 
he was concerned about a remedy 
should there be a serious health or 
environmental problem on a property. 
Presumably, a homeowner would be 
issued a summons and a court date but 
that wouldn’t solve an immediate health 
crisis.

Town Attorney Nicholas Ward-
Willis said if the problem was serious 
enough an agency such as the county 
health department could confiscate the 

chickens.
Flank said a workable law is possible 

but it would take much oversight to 
properly ensure the public is protected.

“You may be able to fashion an 
ordinance that will cover this but 
enforcing it is going to be difficult and 
you’re not going to be able to do this 
perfectly without a lot of hard work,” he 
said.

The Town Board closed the hearing 
last week. Officials hope to iron out 
issues at an upcoming work session 
before setting a date for a vote on the 
revised law.

New Castle Officials Advised of Threats of Relaxing Chicken Standards
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By Anna Young
Pleasantville officials are joining forces 

with Pace University’s Environmental 
Policy Program to create a Climate Smart 
Community (CSC) in the wake of the 
nation’s climate change challenge.

During the Sept. 25 Pleasantville Village 
Board meeting, trustees passed a resolution 
joining the Climate Smart Communities 
program. The initiative will help the village 
clear economic, social and environmental 
hurdles posed by climate change. The 

program will also provide a robust network 
to guide the village’s climate action. 

“Municipalities like Pleasantville should 
be the cornerstone of climate change 
resilience planning,” Mayor Peter Scherer 
said. “A statewide or national climate plan 
will only be meaningful if communities can 
assure that the special conditions of their 
local government, local economy and local 
population are given the consideration 
and deference they deserve. That is why we 
want Pleasantville to be a local leader in the 

Climate Smart Communities program.” 
Last spring, students and faculty 

members from Pace delivered a 
presentation about the program to the 
Village Board. They proposed a partnership 
between the university and the village and 
outlined the benefits the village would 
receive for becoming a CSC community. 

“Climate issues are politically and 
scientifically complex,” said Michelle 
Land, director of the Environmental Policy 
Clinic. “Addressing it requires the hands-

on work we emphasize in our master’s in 
Environmental Policy program, including 
partnerships with the community such as 
ours with Pleasantville. We have a lot to 
learn from each other.”

Pace students will work with Village 
Administrator Patricia Dwyer, municipal 
staff and community members to conduct 
a Greenhouse Gas Inventory. They will 
also work with local stakeholders to set 
goals for a Climate Action Plan with the 
hope of retaining full CSC certification by 
December 2018. 

Pace graduate research assistant Andrew 
Welch explained that engaging with 
diverse stakeholders is key to the Climate 
Smart Certification process.

“We look forward to working with the 
whole community to improve its climate 
planning and response through the 
implementation of this program,” Welch 
said. 

Nearly 200 communities, including 30 
municipalities throughout Westchester, 
have adopted the CSC pledge, with 15 
earning the certificate. 

“I am inspired by Pleasantville’s 
demonstrated leadership through its 
adoption of the CSC Pledge,” said Nicole 
Virgona, a graduate Environmental Policy 
student. “As a project team member, I 
hope to help create a Climate Action 
Plan representative of the village’s unique 
character.”

Pleasantville, Pace Partner on Program to Fight Climate Change
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Spooktacular Halloween Costume Swap Returns to Pleasantville
PleasantvilleRecycles’ annual 

Spooktacular Halloween Costume Swap 
is back. 

“Go green this Halloween!” is again 
the motto of this popular and fun 
costume swap event taking place on three 
consecutive Saturdays, beginning Oct. 
7, at the Memorial Plaza gazebo from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. It will help families 
save money, reduce waste, save on 
transportation and get rid of clutter. 

Bring old, gently used Halloween 
costumes the kids have outgrown, 
and go home with something new for 
them. The swap also includes adult and 
dog costumes, decorations and other 
Halloween paraphernalia. 

So that there will be an ample selection 
of costumes on hand when the swap 
begins, PleasantvilleRecycles is asking for 

costumes to be dropped off in advance 
this week through Friday, Oct. 6 from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The drop-off point is 
the Pleasantville Recreation Center at 48 

Marble Ave. 
The swap is free and open to all. 

Participants are asked to take only one 
costume per child, and to bring their 
own reusable shopping bags. Any leftover 
costumes will be donated.

Participating in a swap sends a positive 
message to children about the importance 
of reusing and recycling materials – and 
it’s fun.

PleasantvilleRecycles is a village 
committee helping residents reuse and 
recycle more. The group also runs a 
very popular sports equipment swap 
every spring, the zero-waste effort at the 
Pleasantville Music Festival, and more. 
Visit www.PleasantvilleRecycles.org and 
like them on Facebook to learn more. 

Local residents and their children can once again 
choose a Halloween costume during the next 
three Saturdays at the PleasantvilleRecycles 
Spooktacular Halloween Costume Swap at the 
gazebo on Memorial Plaza.
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Now that I live in a large condo 
building that affords only one garage 
space, which my wife enjoys, my car is 
out of luck for shelter. 

For many years, I pulled in and out 
of my two-car garage without thinking 
much about it. Usually there was a 
fumbling for the automatic garage door 
opener, which I never managed to assign 
to a designated place in my car, but the 
rest was as automatic as driving.

However, there were problems with 
that. There were innumerable times 
I mindlessly detached my sideview 
mirrors and streaked my car with paint 
by sideswiping the door jams, or better 
yet, when I backed out with the garage 
door closed, crashing halfway through 
the door and removing an entire corner 
of the structure. 

When the carpenter arrived to repair 
the considerable damage, he said, “Your 
wife did this, right?” Shamelessly I lied, 
“Yeah, right.”

Just as automobiles changed the way 
we travel, more than any other element, 
the garage has changed the way our 
homes look, rendering them at least 25 
percent larger, and more than that if you 
consider the “bonus” room that can be 
built above.

Readers of this column know how 
I tend to fixate more on the history of 
things than how they operate, and so it 

is with the garage. Where exactly did it 
come from? The word didn’t even exist 
until the beginning of the 20th century 
when it was coined from the French word 
garer, meaning to shelter or protect.

At that time, the early automobile 
had to share the carriage house or stable 
where buggies and horses were still 
kept, resulting in a weird transitional 
phenomenon in which the cars smelled 
of horse manure when they were taken 
out for a spin. Eventually, the automobile 
claimed its own exclusive space, and by 
1925, real estate industry sources were 
saying that houses without garages were 
slower to sell.

It’s still the case today. Most people 
want a garage when they buy.  And they 
want it attached.

For protection from the elements, 
separate outbuildings used as garages 
were first attached by breezeway to the 
main house but eventually incorporated 
into the footprint of the house itself. 
Along the way, a couple of neat inventions 
sped the modern garage’s development, 
namely the folding overhead garage 
door, invented by C.G. Johnson in 1921. 
In 1926, Johnson also invented the 
electric door opener to help those who 
had trouble lifting the doors.

Garage doors were originally made of 
wood, and some still are, but by the 1970s 
they were constructed of galvanized 

steel, then fiberglass, followed 
by composites like resin-
filled wood and eventually 
vinyl-covered aluminum. 
For ultimate convenience, 
the automatic garage door 
opener appeared prominently 
in the early ‘60s, although it 
had been invented back in the 
1930s.

Today, garages can serve 
many functions other than 
housing cars. One of my 
former neighbors uses a 
three-bay garage as a museum 
of vintage cars, each with a 
crystal chandelier above it.

My garage, by comparison, 
looked like Pandora’s box, 
ready to explode. When I put my house 
on the market, I had it cleaned out by a 
professional organizer who was told by 
my wife to “throw out everything but the 
cars.”

Many garages are used as workshops, 
workout rooms and even business 
startups. Where do you think Apple, 
Google, Dell, Nike and Mattel got their 
starts? But mostly, we all harbor any 
items there that don’t fit anywhere else in 
our homes.

Some consider the garage as part of 
the house a boon, others an eyesore, 
especially when it becomes the major 

focus of its facade, all but 
obscuring the front entrance. 
In my town, the Architectural 
Review Board on which I 
serve prefers that garage doors 
face out from the side of the 
house rather than the front.

Most architects with whom 
I’ve discussed garages would 
prefer that they be separated 
from the main house once 
again, perhaps connected by 
a breezeway for convenience. 
But homebuyers always prefer 
that they be incorporated into 
the footprint of the house, 
either in front, to the side or 
underneath. 

I have no preferences about 
how or where to construct a garage or 
how to use it, but I would always advise 
car owners to buckle up before backing 
out and, oh yes, make sure the garage 
door is open.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Garage Remains an Important Feature of a House 
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By Martin Wilbur
What started out as a bet among friends 

has become an ongoing project and a labor 
of love for Sol Skolnick.

More than a decade ago, Skolnick and 
his friends were sitting around discussing 
the 100-question U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services test and wondered 
who could get the most correct answers.

“It was really just a bar bet and then 
we looked at each other and said, you 
know, this is probably good trivia, there’s 
something positive underneath and you can 
actually make this a useful book for people 
who want to take the test,” Skolnick recalled.

That idea evolved into the first edition 
of “The Great American Citizenship Quiz” 
that Skolnick wrote and had released in 
2005. As changes were made to the test, he 
came out with a second edition in 2009, and 
last month the third revised edition was 
released.

The book is based on the exam, asking 
readers questions on civics, historical and 
trivia questions, such as the identity of 
their governor and U.S. senators and about 
various amendments to the Constitution. 

But it also provides context and historical 
explanations.

For Skolnick, 64, a history lover who 
spent the first 30 years of his career working 
for several large book publishing firms, the 
initial project and ensuing revisions are 
where his vocation and avocation intersect.

While meant to be a fun and informative 
read, the third edition has come out at a 
time when immigration and citizenship 
issues are in the forefront and at a time 
when the nation’s education system may 
be failing large swaths of the population as 
even native-born citizens have trouble with 
many of the questions.

Skolnick is uncertain about how sales of 
the latest edition have been progressing, but 
if appearances as a guest on radio talk shows 
from coast to coast are any indication, it’s 
doing well.

“The people are looking back at how the 
Constitution was created, what are a lot of 
the rights that an American has and what, 
quote unquote, it means to be American, 
which (the book) doesn’t give the answer to 
that,” said Skolnick, a Pleasantville resident 

since 1989. “But I think people 
are responding positively 
to the breadth of what the 
book presents in terms of 
information.”

Raised in Queens, Skolnick 
said he always had a strong 
interest in history, particularly 
American history. To him, 
a great trip would be to 
Washington, D.C., and he 
appealed to his parents at a 
young age to go to the nation’s 
capital.

“I always remember growing up in New 
York, going on down to the stock exchange 
and being much more impressed that the 
first capital was there rather than what was 
going on on the floor of the stock market,” 
he said.

At about the time Skolnick was working 
on the original “The Great American 
Citizenship Quiz,” he was also making 
a career change. For the past 13 years, 
Skolnick has been a residential mortgage 
banker, currently working for EverBank. It 
was a move that he believed he needed to 
make.

“The publishing industry was changing 
and I had to make a decision whether 
I wanted to change with it or whether I 
was happy with what I had done and find 
something else,” Skolnick said. “After a 
conversation with my family, I thought 
maybe it was time to do something 
different.”

Skolnick has also been a familiar face 

throughout his home 
community. Over the years 
he has served on the Mount 
Pleasant Library Board of 
Trustees, the Pleasantville 
Board of Education, including 
a stint as president, and eight 
years as the executive director 
of the Pleasantville Music 
Festival. Currently, Skolnick 
is on the executive board of 
the Pleasantville Chamber of 
Commerce. He and his family 

have also been a foster family for Guiding 
Eyes for the Blind dogs.

Skolnick said moving to a smaller 
community heightened his sense of 
responsibility to pitch in whenever and 
however he could. Perhaps it was because 
he, his wife Linda Biagi and their two 
children have lived in a home now more 
than 200 years old.

“It’s unrealistic to expect there be 
enough money and resources and other 
organizations to bring to the village 
everything that it needs, and so when we 
moved from the city up here it was very 
clear that you need to be involved in the 
community in order for the community to 
thrive,” he said.

Despite his still-busy schedule, Skolnick 
expects to publish further revisions to “The 
Great American Citizenship Quiz” when 
needed.

“It’s got more legs than I ever envisioned,” 
he said.

know your
Neighbor

Sol Skolnick,
Author/Mortgage Banker, Pleasantville
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Astorino Announces Hurricane Relief Drive for Puerto Rico
Responding to the humanitarian crisis 

unfolding in Puerto Rico following the 
devastation of Hurricane Maria, County 
Executive Rob Astorino announced last 
Friday that he is launching a Hurricane 
Relief for Puerto Rico drive across 
Westchester County. 

“Westchester County is home to 
more than 44,000 Americans of Puerto 
Rican heritage,” Astorino said. “The 
devastation of Hurricane Maria has been 
unprecedented, and on a personal level, 
the worst fears of families and loved 
ones have come true. We are all one 
community here in Westchester, and my 

hope and prayer is that we can make a 
meaningful contribution to the people 
and communities most in need.”  

Astorino was joined by prominent 
Puerto Rican leaders to highlight other 
efforts going on statewide. Rev. Sen. Ruben 
Díaz, a state senator from the Bronx, and 
Rev. Abbelane Rivera, president of the 
Westchester County Hispanic Clergy 
Association, will be spearheading drives 
in the Bronx and at houses of worship. 

The county’s Hurricane Relief for 
Puerto Rico will be led by dozens of 
volunteers from the Westchester County 
Department of Social Services (DSS). It 

will continue at least through the end of 
November. 

Monetary donations for the purchase 
of essential supplies and/or the shipping 
of those supplies may be made by Chase 
Quick Pay or starting via PayPal to 
PRRelief@westchestergov.com. Visit 
www.westchestergov.com or e-mail 
PRRelief@westchestergov.com to learn 
more. 

Supplies being sought include baby 
formula; baby wipes; blankets; bottled 
water; canned and dry pet food; canned 
milk; canned, non-perishable foods; 
diapers; dish soap; extension cords; 

first-aid kits; garbage bags; ground fault 
protectors; hand sanitizer; laundry 
detergents; mosquito repellant; pain relief 
medicine; pillows; ropes; safety glasses; 
stomach and diarrhea relief medicine; 
towels; tarps and work gloves.

Collection bins will be located at the 
following county offices during regular 
business hours: Westchester County 
Office Building, 148 Martine, Ave., White 
Plains; DSS Central office, 112 E. Post 
Rd., White Plains; Mount Vernon District 
office, 100 E. First St.; Peekskill District 
office, 750 Washington St.; White Plains 
District office, 85 Court St.; Yonkers 
District office, 131 Warburton Ave.; and 
Westchester County Center, 198 Central 
Ave., White Plains.
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County Brings Back Student ‘ACE’ Challenge for Another Year
With the new school year underway, 

County Executive Rob Astorino re-issued 
his challenge to all Westchester students 
in grades 6-12: Win a free season pass to 
Playland by earning high achievement in 
the classroom. 

Now in its sixth year, the Astorino 
Challenge in Education (ACE) has grown 
in participation each year of its existence. 
The three ways to win the ACE challenge 
are to have a final GPA of at least 3.8, 95 
percent or A average or better (depending 
on school’s grading system); perfect 
attendance for the entire school year; 
or improve grades a full grade point, 
letter or 10 percentage points from the 

previous year’s final report card (Final 
2nd year GPA must be at least a 2.0, 75 or 
C average).

“I’m so proud that the ACE challenge is 
in its sixth year,” Astorino said. “The fact 
that it has grown every year is testament 
to the drive and commitment that so 
many of our young people have to succeed 
in the classroom which we all know is so 
important to opening up a lifetime of 
opportunities. The ACE challenge simply 
serves as a little extra motivation for 
our students and to let them know we’re 
behind them and want them to do their 
very best in the classroom.” 

Interested students who want to take the 

challenge can visit www.westchestergov.
com/ace and register. To win, students 
will need to provide validation of their 
achievement from their school at the end 
of the academic year. Children under the 
age of 18 must have permission from their 
parents to participate. The deadline to 
sign up is Oct. 31.  

The free season pass to Playland will be 
good from the date of issue in June 2018 
until the end of the season next September. 
It includes free admission to the park and 
unlimited rides. The passes are made 
available through the Westchester County 
Youth Bureau.

County Executive Rob Astorino stands with 
members of  Westchester’s Puerto Rican 
community last Friday while announcing a relief  
effort that will send supplies to hurricane-stricken 
Puerto Rico.
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By Colette Connolly
A former retail executive with 25 

years of experience in the fashion 
merchandising industry has opened up 
what could be Westchester’s first fashion 
boutique offering trendy, well-made 
clothing at unbeatable prices.

“The most difficult part about the 
business was coming up with a name,” 
said Vivian Hoffman, owner of Whim.

Realizing that northern Westchester 
was in desperate need of a fun and 
affordable place to shop, Hoffman left 
her job as a senior merchant for the 
Century 21 department store chain. The 
daily commute into Manhattan from her 
South Salem home and the extensive 
business travel schedule she maintained 
also factored into her decision to start 
something new. 

Hoffman said she settled on the name 
Whim for the store, a perfect choice for 
her new venture.  

Together with her son, Greg, Hoffman 
opened up the business in June, 
believing that her years of experience 

in the contemporary ladies’ fashion 
market coupled with the many valuable 
relationships she made with vendors 
all over the world, could make Whim 
a success. Hoffman’s daughter, Sophia, 
also works at the store part-time. 

In a county where national clothing 
chains have made their mark, Hoffman 
is excited about bringing her brand to 
the area. 

There’s a fun vibe to the brightly lit store 
in the heart of Mount Kisco’s downtown. 
Pop art pieces adorn the walls, along 
with other prints displaying meaningful 
quotes that speak to the importance 
of fashion. She chooses her inventory 
carefully, with an eye to satisfying the 
budget-conscious consumer.

“Most everything in the store is under 
$100, with 80 percent of it under $49,” 
Hoffman said.

It’s a shopper’s heaven at Whim, with 
a selection of trendy footwear, sweaters, 
tops, blouses, bodysuits, dresses, jackets, 
sweatpants and a large assortment of 
jeans on sale. Hoffman also sells an 

array of trendy pocketbooks as well as 
fashionable jewelry. 

“While lots of other boutiques tend 
to be very expensive, we sell really 
fun, trendy, well-made clothes at good 
prices,” Hoffman said.

Hoffman is also eager to give back 
to the community and support various 
charitable causes, including the 
Alzheimer’s Association, by selling a 
jewelry collection called Brace URself. 
The Giving Keys jewelry line, which is 
made from repurposed keys, can also 
be found at Whim. Sales of the jewelry 
are used to help people transition out of 

homelessness. 
She is currently 

organizing a 
fundraiser to benefit 
recent hurricane 
victims. Customers 
who donate $10 will 
be entered into a raffle 
and have the chance 
to win the Chanel wall 
art that is hanging in 
the store. The raffle 
will take place this 
Saturday.

Hoffman said she 
is thrilled to bring 
smart-looking, 
affordable fashion to 
local shoppers. 

“It’s all about 
having a great style 
and brand selection 

that translates to good value for the 
customer,” she said.

Whim is located at 58 S. Moger Ave. 
The store is open Monday through 
Friday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturdays 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sundays 11:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m. 

Check out the store’s social media 
presence on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/whimlove and on 
Instagram at https://www.instagram.
com/whimlove. For more information, 
call 914-244-0034. 
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Whim, Mount Kisco

COLETTE CONNOLLY PHOTO
Vivian Hoffman, inside her Mount Kisco boutique, Whim. The store opened 
in June.
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Tuesday, Oct. 3
Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 

with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. 
Every Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrry.org. 

SAT Prep Course. A 10-week, one-
hour weekly class that will teach the 
test-taking strategies to help you get the 
score you want. Participants are strongly 
urged to attend all sessions to get the 
most benefit from the class. North Castle 
Public Library, 10 Clove Rd., North White 
Plains. 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. Free. Tuesdays 
through Dec. 5. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-948-6359 or 
visit the library.

Demystifying Medicare and 
Healthcare Coverage for Seniors. This 
engaging, interactive can help anyone 
trying to navigate their way through the 
complicated healthcare system for older 
adults. It will help those who already have 
Medicare, as well as people soon to be 
65, planning their retirement or assisting 
relatives and friends with their medical 
decisions. The workshop outlines the 
various parts of Medicare and lays out 
the costs associated with health insurance 
provided by the government and private 
companies including original Medicare, 
Advantage Plans, prescription drug plans 
(Part D), Medigaps (supplemental plans) 
and various cost-saving programs. Pound 
Ridge Library, 271 Westchester Ave., 
Pound Ridge. 5:15 to 8 p.m. Free. Walk-
ins welcome; pre-registration preferred. 
Pre-registration: 914-231-3236. Info: 
Visit www.westchesterlibraries.org/
westchester-seniors-speaking-out.

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. 
She creates interactive lessons on the 
richness of Italian culture, past and 
present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
even photography. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Every Tuesday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Saw Mill River Audubon Nature 
Book Club. Be part of the start of the 
organization’s new Nature Book Club. 
Carl Safina’s “Eye of the Albatross” will 
be discussed. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
7 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-666-6503 or e-mail 
office@sawmillriveraudubon.org.

Booktoberfest Launch. New York 
Times bestselling author Will Schwalbe 
will to discuss “The End of Your Life 
Book” and “Books for Living.” North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-

273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.
Social Security Educational 

Workshop: “It’s All About Income and 
the Red Risk Zone.” Social Security, 
retirement income and tax specialist Paul 
Petrone leads this workshop for people 60 
years old and up and all retirees. Irvington 
Public Library, 12 S. Astor St., Irvington. 7 
to 8 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-591-7840 or e-mail 
info@irvingtonlibrary.org.

Wednesday, Oct. 4
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-

sit story time that includes songs, 
rhymes and a few very short stories. The 
experience gives babies an opportunity 
to socialize and parents a time to share. 
Recommended for newborns through 
12 months old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every Monday and 
Wednesday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Ambassadors for Successful Aging. 
Are you aware of the benefits available 
to you as a Westchester County senior? 
Information can be provided to you 
on housing, home care, transportation 
options, counseling options, memory 
care, nutrition, vision and dental services 
along with SNAP, HEAP, EPIC and 
STAR and other programs that can save 
you money and help you plan for the 
future. Feel free to discuss a Westchester 
County “ambassador.” No appointment 
necessary. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Also 
Mondays (except Oct. 9) at the North 
White Plains branch, 10 Clove Rd., North 
White Plains. Info: 914-273-3887 or 914-
948-6359.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 
provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, 
action rhymes, songs and stories to 
encourage an enjoyment of books and 
to stimulate early listening, learning 
and speaking skills. Recommended for 
children one to two-and-a-half years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday (except Oct.9). Info: 914-769-0548 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 

prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Recommended 
for children two-and-a-half to five years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday (except Oct. 9). Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Meditation Series: Midday Mind 
Break. Benefits of meditation include 
increasing focus and memory; increased 
health; reduced stress, anxiety and 
pain; and increased productivity and 
happiness. Led by Alka Kaminer. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd., East, Armonk. 12:15 p.m. Free. Also 
Oct. 11, 18 and 25. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
www.northcastlelibrary.com.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Also Oct. 11, 18 and 25. Info: 914-
273-3887. 

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org. 

Holocaust & Human Rights Education 
Center Distinguished Lecture. Dr. David 
Frey, associate professor of history and 
the director of the Center for Holocaust 
and Genocide Studies at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, will discuss 
Africa, the armed forces and atrocity 
prevention. He has spearheaded efforts 
to increase awareness and understanding 
of the phenomenon of genocide, history 
and means of prevention at West Point, at 
other service academies and throughout 
the Department of Defense. Frey was a 
Fulbright Scholar in Hungary in 2012, 
and his West Point projects have been 
supported by the Army Research Office 
and the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency. Village of Mamaroneck 
Courtroom, 169 Mount Pleasant Ave., 

Mamaroneck. 7 p.m. Free. Info: Contact 
Millie Jasper at 914-696-0738 or e-mail 
mjasper@hhrecny.org.

Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 
Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

Art Series: Arte Povera. The Italian 
movements of Arte Povera and Spatialism 
were spearheaded by artists Mario and 
Marissa Merz, Lucio Fontana and Pino 
Pascali and changed the way the world 
thought about arts and crafts and art 
itself. This movement sought to shake 
up the art world’s refined and polished 
product. They put the international art 
market on its head, and the effects of their 
actions live on today. Discussion led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

Special Chappaqua Library Board 
Meeting. The meeting will address 
the library’s parking lot construction. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779.

Thursday, Oct. 5
Bagels & Bites: How to Keep Your 

Computers Safe. With October being 
National Cyber Security Awareness 
Month (NCSAM), Right Click Solutions 
has partnered with StaySafeOnline.
org Stop. Think. Connect. campaign to 
educate computer users. Attendees will 
be educated on keeping your computers 
and network safe from potential threats. 
Topics to be discussed include data 
backup options, e-mail and password 
security and browsing the web safely. Let 
by Right Click Solutions’ Dan Taplitz. 
Bagels with spreads and beverages will 
be available. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 8 to 9 a.m. 
$15 at the door. (Make check payable to 
Right Click Solutions.)

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

continued on page 28
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By Neal Rentz
The popular Focus on Nature series 

will be returning to the Jacob Burns 
Film Center in Pleasantville this week 
with a mix of films that includes three 
documentaries, a drama and even a 3-D 
family-orientated docudrama. 

The works for this year’s six-film series, 
which explores the beauty of nature and 
how man affects and protects the world, 
is scheduled to run from Oct. 5-30. The 
films selected by film center programmer 
Karen Sloe Goodman. 

“We always have a little bit of 
everything,” she said last week of the 
eighth annual series.

One of the common themes this year 
is “man’s interaction with the natural 
world,” Goodman said. 

The opening night feature is the 2016 
documentary “Look & See: A Portrait 
of Wendell Berry,” co-directed by Laura 
Dunn and Jef Sewell. The film explores 
Berry, an American novelist, poet and 
activist. In 1965, Berry moved to a farm 
in rural Kentucky and brings readers to 
his view of a life that is rooted in the land.

Following the screening, there will be 
a question-and-answer session featuring 
Berry’s daughter, Mary. She is executive 
director of the Berry Center, which 
advocates for farmers, land-conserving 

communities and healthy regional 
economies. Joining her will be Fred 
Kirschenmann, board president of Stone 
Barns Center for Food and Agriculture.

“Walking Out,” a new drama by Alex 
Smith and Andrew J. Smith, will be 
presented on Oct. 8. The movie, about a 
father-and-son hunting trip gone wrong 
that threaten their lives, was shot entirely 
on location during a brutal winter in 

Montana. It was an audience favorite 
at this year’s Sundance Film Festival, 
Goodman said.

Following the screening, Alex Smith 
and the film’s editor, Michael Taylor, will 
participate in a Q&A.

A film for the entire family is “Amazon 
Adventure 3D,” released earlier this year 
and directed by Mike Slee. Goodman 
described the film as a docudrama about 

19th century naturalist Henry Bates who 
went deep into the Amazon jungle where 
he discovered thousands of previously 
unknown species, primarily insects. Bates’ 
findings were a key to Charles Darwin’s 
theory of evolution by natural selection, 
Goodman said.

The series continues with “Before the 
Flood” on Oct. 18, a film that tracks 
Leonardo DiCaprio’s two-year journey 
around the world as a United Nations 
Messenger of Peace, and “Rancher, 
Farmer, Fisherman” on Oct. 25 spotlights 
how conservationists are trying to restore 
America’s heartland. On Oct. 30, the 
series concludes with “Seasons,” which 
details the history that binds humans to 
the natural world.

Coinciding with the series, is the 
Southern Exposure Photography 
Exhibition, featuring images from 
Antarctica by acclaimed photographer, 
filmmaker and marine biologist Paul 
Nicklen. The exhibit runs throughout 
the month in the film center’s Jane Peck 
Gallery. 

The Jacob Burns Film Center 
is located at 364 Manville Rd. in 
Pleasantville. Call 914-747-5555 or 
visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org for more 
information, including ticket prices.

Nature the Focus of Popular Jacob Burns Series Redux

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTO
“Walking Out,” the 2017 drama directed by Alex Smith and Andrew J. Smith, will be screened on Oct. 8 
as part of  the eighth annual Focus on Nature series at the Jacob Burns Film Center.

For 43 years, Westchester 
Broadway Theatre (WBT) has been 
committed to the community. As 
part of its continuing efforts to 
give back and support charitable 
organizations, now through Nov. 22, 
the public is invited to participate in 
the Share the Warmth Clothing and 
Toiletries Drive.   

Clean out your closets and help 
WBT provide warm clothing and 
toiletries to those less fortunate. 
Men’s and women’s clothing in new 
or nearly-new condition (no rips, 
stains, etc.) and unopened toiletries 
are being collected at the theater to 
benefit Midnight Run and Coalition 
for the Homeless. Collection boxes 
are in the WBT lobby until Nov. 22. 

Men need coats, jackets, hats, 
gloves, jeans, shirts, t-shirts, tube 
socks, underwear, sweatpants and 
sweatshirts (particularly hoodies), 
sneakers and boots. Large sizes are 
preferred.

Women need coats, jackets, hats, 
gloves, jeans, underwear, socks, 
back-to-work clothing (pants 
suits, dresses, skirts, blouses, etc.), 
shoes and boots. Large sizes are 

appreciated. 
Needed toiletries include bar 

soap, body wash, comb, hair brush, 
dental floss, deodorant, shampoo, 
toothpaste, toothbrush, mouth 
wash, baby wipes.

For more information, visit www.
broadwaytheatre.com.

WBT Holding Clothes, Toiletries 
Drive to Help the Needy

SUE KATZ PHOTO
Bob Funking, left, co-owner of  Westchester 
Broadway Theatre, and Dale Williams of  
Midnight Run are among those that have 
helped coordinate the theater’s efforts to 
collect clothing and toiletries for the needy.

By Neal Rentz
For the Mount Kisco Arts Council, art can 

translate into a wide range of possibilities.
This Friday, the council opens a new 

exhibit, and the evening before, it is 
presenting a free outdoor concert on 
Thursday evening featuring village resident 
Drew Bordeaux. He will be performing 
from 6 to 7 p.m. at Village Hall at 104 E. 
Main St. 

The concert is the first performance as 
part of a new musical series the organization 
has developed under the leadership of jazz 
composer, musician and professor and 
Mount Kisco resident Daniel Blake, said 
council Chair Lisa Abzun. Blake recently 
moved to the village and wanted to get 
involved with the council, she said. 

Abzun said the musical series has been 
established “as part of our push to get the 
community involved and supporting the 
arts.”

Bordeaux, a Fox Lane High School 
graduate, is a singer/songwriter who plays 
guitar and electric violin who has “his 
own take” on the blues and pop songs he 
performs, Abzun said. He can often be 
seen performing at Winston restaurant in 
downtown Mount Kisco. 

The performance will precede the 
opening of the council’s first juried art 
show, called “The Figure,” will be held at 
the Mount Kisco Public Library from Oct. 
6-28. Abzun said the council sought artists 

from Westchester and Putnam counties 
to determine what they interpreted as a 
figure, whether that be human, numerical 
or something else, she said.

There will be 25 artworks presented in the 
show in a variety of media, which will be on 
display in the library’s Community Room. 
The exhibit can be viewed during regular 
library hours. Abzun said the works were 
chosen by the council for the exhibition. 

A sneak preview for the featured artists, 
their guests and council members will be 
held on Thursday evening following the 
concert, she said.

For more information about the 
Mount Kisco Arts Council, visit www.
mountkiscoartscouncil.org. 

Mt. Kisco Arts Council to Hold 
Free Concert, Open Exhibit 

Mount Kisco resident Drew Bordeaux will perform 
a free concert presented by the Mount Kisco Arts 
Council on Oct. 5 at Village Hall.
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
WARREN COUNTY TAX FORE-
CLOSED REAL ESTATE AUCTION; 
Saturday, October 21, 2017. 25+ Parcels! 
Registration: 9AM| Start: 10AM Location: 
Warren County Courthouse; 1340 State 
Route 9, Lake George, NY Visit: www.
auctionsinternational.com/liveauctions 
or Call: 800-536-1401

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a Free info 
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges -FALL BLOWOUT 
SALE 6 ft Arborvitae (Evergreen)  Reg 
$149 Now $75 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttreefarm.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 

ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HELP WANTED
INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PRE-
PARER/MANAGER YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS solo accounting firm seeks 
an efficient and organized individual to 
manage small income tax practice and 
prepare returns for the 2018 tax season.  
Candidate must possess sufficient knowl-
edge and experience to prepare all types 
of individual returns with little or no su-
pervision.  Excellent annual opportunity 
for someone looking to be involved with 
the tax season without an overwhelming 
commitment.  Make your own hours be-
ginning in February.  Reply to taxpracti-
ceny@gmail.com.

PART-TIME RETAIL MERCHANDIS-
ERS NEEDED to merchandise Hall-
mark products at various retail stores in 
the Peekskill area. To apply, please visit: 
https://hallmark.candidatecare.com 
EOE Women/Minorities/Disabled/Vet-
erans

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CLI-
MATE SHIELD HEATING AND 
COOLING LLC, Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 07/27/17. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail a 
copy of process to: Climate Shield Heat-
ing and Cooling LLC, 195 Washington 
Ave, New Rochelle, 10801. Purpose: Any 
Lawful Act or Activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PUR-
PLE HEART PRODUCTIONS, LLC.  
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 

on 08/16/2017. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail pro-
cess to the principal business address: 5 
South 16th Ave. Apt.39, Mount Vernon, 
NY 10550. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PIO-
NEER INTERCOM SERVICES, LLC. 
Arts of Org. filed with Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 05/16/2017.  Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 2 Sunnyside Dr., 
Suite 4B, Yonkers NY, 10705. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF C. WIL-
LIAMS LLC. Arts of Org. filed with Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 08/29/2017. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 464 S. 10th 
Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY 10550. Pur-
pose: Any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NEW 
SOFTWARE SOURCE, LLC. Art. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 8/9/2017. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to: United States Corpo-
ration Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Ave, Ste 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
ORGANIZED YOU, LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with SSNY on 9.12.17. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon home process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to 130 Pelham Rd., New Rochelle, NY, 
10805. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LUIS 
CAMILO FILMS, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with SSNY on 8/29/17. Office in West-
chester County.  SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 1160 Midland Ave., Apt. 3J, 
Bronxville, NY 10708: Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
EDROCK, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 08/18/2017. Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: United States Cor-
poration Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Av-
enue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICA-
TION FOR AUTHORITY OF FOR-

EIGN LIMITED LIABILITY COMPA-
NY Name:  MAIN STRING MACHINE, 
LLC Date of filing of Application for 
Authority with New York State Depart-
ment of State: 08/15/2017 Jurisdiction 
and Date of Organization:  New Jersey on 
07/11/2017 Office Location: Westchester 
County Street Address of Principal Busi-
ness Location:  None Secretary of State of 
State of New York (SSNY) designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: Main String Machine, LLC, 2 
Cortland Street, Suite 1A, Mount Vernon, 
NY 10550 Address Required in Jurisdic-
tion of Organization:  Main String Ma-
chine, LLC, 2 Cortland Street, Suite 1A, 
Mount Vernon, New York 10550 Cer-
tificate of Organization filed with the 
Treasurer, State of New Jersey, 33 West 
State Street, Trenton, New Jersey 08608 
Purpose: any and all lawful business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HAPPY 
HILL FARM LLC.  Arts of Org filed with 
the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 9/1/17.  
Office loc:  Westchester.  SSNY designat-
ed as agent upon whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to:  111 
Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10010.  
Purpose:  any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NAJO 
Consulting, LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 09/21/2017. Office Loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. The Post Office 
address to which the SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against NAJO Con-
sulting, LLC served upon him/her is: 2 
Glen Wood Road, Millwood, NY 10546. 
The principal business address of NAJO 
Consulting, LLC is 2 Glen Wood Road, 
Millwood, NY 10546. Purpose: any law-
ful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SLP 
TALENT HUNTRESS, LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 6/12/17. Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 10 Stew-
ard Place, Suite 9FE, White Plains, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HA-
LITE PARTNERS, LLC.  Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/30/16.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 156 Great 
Oak Lane, Pleasantville, NY 10570. Pur-
pose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SAN-
DRA WONG GEROUX LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 

continued on next page

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

continued on page 26
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Fall has arrived! This 
offers us opportunities 
to revive recipes 
that showcase this 
season’s fruits and 
vegetables. Two of our 
local farmers markets 
provide a wonderful 
selection of seasonal 
produce and other 
delicious treats. 

We connected with 
the executive directors 
of two local markets 
and asked them for 
their views about why it’s beneficial for 
community members to shop at these 
weekly gatherings.   

“Shopping from one’s local farmers 
market is important, particularly as 
markets easily accommodate what 
different people find important,” 
said Steven Bates, executive 
director of market operations of the 
Pleasantville Farmers Market (www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org).

“The ability to satisfy so many 
perspectives is what makes markets 
so useful. So, in any given season, 
shoppers will tell you that they feel 
involved in the seasons and the foods 
that arrive and depart with each. You 

will hear from shoppers 
the importance to them of 
sustaining farms within our 
region, and their enjoyment 
at knowing their farmers 
as neighbors they see each 
week. And you’ll hear 
shoppers enjoying each 
other’s company.  

“Shopping at local 
markets enables visitors 
to feel engaged with the 
seasons, with the producers 
of their foods, with one 
another, and all that is 

topped with the pleasure of creating 
meals with wonderful ingredients, 
which become another opportunity to 
share time with family and friends.” 

Pascale Le Draoulec, a food 
writer and executive director of the 
Chappaqua Farmers Market (www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org), shares 
her perspective.

“For the most part, the produce at 
the farmers markets has been grown 
without harmful chemicals and 
pesticides and has been harvested mere 
hours before market,” Le Draoulec said. 
“It’s more fresh than the produce that 
has been traveling on a truck for days 
from California or Florida. Not only is 

locally grown produce better for you, 
but because it doesn’t travel far to get 
to market, it is also better for 
our planet.”  

So, consider heading to 
one, or both, of these local 
markets and picking up 
some ingredients to try the 
following seasonal apple 
recipe. If you have a favorite 
seasonal recipe, please send it 
to me so I can try it.

Healthy and Delicious 
Apple Crisp

(Yields 6 servings)a
For the apples: 

• 5 Granny Smith apples (or other 
cooking apples available at the 
market when you visit)

• 1 tablespoon pure maple syrup 
• 3 tablespoons water 
• 2 teaspoons cinnamon 
For the crumble topping: 
• 1 cup old-fashioned oats 
• 1/2 cup almond flour 
• 1/2 cup chopped almonds, walnuts 

or pecans 
• 3/4 teaspoon cinnamon 
• 1/4 teaspoon salt 
• 1/4 cup melted coconut oil  
• 1/4 cup pure maple syrup 
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Peel apples and dice into cubes 
of approximately equal size. In 

a large bowl, toss with 
maple syrup, water and 
cinnamon. Pour apples 
into greased 9-by-9-inch 
baking dish. 
2. In the same (now 
empty) bowl, add oats, 
almond flour, nuts, 
cinnamon, salt, coconut 
oil and maple syrup. Stir 

crumble topping together 
and pour into baking dish on top of 
apples. 

3. Bake at 350 degrees for 40 to 
45 minutes until apples are 
soft, covering pan loosely with 
aluminum foil halfway through to 
prevent from over-browning. 

4. Serve hot with vanilla ice cream or 
whipped cream.

Joanne Witmyer is the founder of 
Indigo Health and Wellness based in 
Briarcliff Manor. She teaches group 
classes, offers consulting to companies 
and helps individuals achieve their 
wellness goals, particularly during times 
of change and transition. You can reach 
Joanne at 914-208-1022 or at Joanne@
IndigoHW.com.  

Local Farmers Markets Offer Reasons to Shop and Cook Seasonally

Chronic back pain usually affects your 
lower back, also called the lumbar spine. 
Physicians define “chronic” back pain as 
daily pain for more than three months. 
The pain can be intense enough to affect 
all aspects of your life – from work to sleep. 
That’s why prevention is so important. 

The good news is that there are many 
ways you can help keep chronic back pain 
at bay – permanently.

How Common is Chronic Back Pain?
According to the National Institutes of 

Health, 11.2 percent of adults experience 
chronic back pain; for 17 percent of them, 
pain is severe. The condition is most 
often caused by either chronic strain of 
the muscles supporting the lower spine, 
arthritis of the lumbar spine or disc 
degeneration that may put pressure on 
nearby nerves.

Prevent Pain From Taking Hold
Many studies have examined the 

behaviors that bring on this disabling 
pain, and their findings provide invaluable 
clues as to how you can prevent chronic 
back pain from ever taking hold. The 
number one risk factor is smoking. Older 
people and those who are overweight also 
experience more back pain as do manual 
laborers and people who sit while working.

A recent or old back injury can 
also trigger pain. Injured spinal discs 
can accelerate the normal spinal disc 
degeneration that occurs in all of us with 

age. Painful arthritis can occur 
in the joints of the back of the 
lumbar spine independent of 
or related to disc degeneration.

Our Back is Prone to 
Injury 

It’s pure physics. In this 
area between your rib cage 
and hips, five vertebrae and 
five discs hold up your entire 
body, with no supporting 
structure other than muscles 
and ligaments. Add to that 
the great range of motion 
the lumbar spine is capable of – all that 
bending and twisting – which often gets 
us into trouble. Many people bend at the 
waist instead of with the knees and hips, 
which puts too much stress on the discs 
and spine-supporting ligaments.

Prevention Works
1. Immediately stop smoking.
2. If you are overweight, lose weight.
3. Go to bed and don’t slouch. While you 

may have heard this countless times 
from your parents growing up, there’s 
some clinical benefits as well. There’s 
no science behind one particular 
mattress or sleep position, but it’s 
extremely important that you sleep. 
People who sleep well have less back 
pain. Not slouching in your chair also 
protects you from chronic back pain.

4. Move around to keep your joints 

juicy. While sitting, change 
your position frequently. Your 
body wants to move. That’s 
how your joints are lubricated. 
Moving also changes the area 
of stress. If you don’t shift 
stress from one part of the 
body, it eventually fatigues 
and you hurt yourself. The 
best type of chair is one you 
can raise and lower and that 
has a tilt feature, so you can 
lean back with support.
5. Exercise is key for a 

painless future. Embark on a program 
of general regular aerobic exercise 
that you enjoy, whether it’s swimming, 
walking, using the elliptical machine, 
biking (or stationary biking) or any 
combination of these. Studies show 
that people who exercise have less 
back pain than those who don’t.  
Be active for 30 to 45 minutes, three to 
four times a week. Discuss with your 
physician or a physical therapist how 
to tailor your workouts so they offer 
maximum lower back protection. 

Also, be sure to exercise your trunk. 
People tend to avoid the muscles around 
their midsection when working out. But 
these are the supporting muscles for your 
lumbar spine. The stronger they are, the 
less stress the discs and ligaments of your 
lumbar spine must withstand. A good way 

to understand this is to think about what 
people do to reduce knee pain. We go 
to the gym to strengthen the supporting 
quadriceps and hamstring muscles, which 
decreases pain in the knee.

Surgery is Rarely Necessary 
Non-surgical treatment for chronic 

back pain is highly effective. Following 
diagnostic imaging, it typically starts with 
physical therapy and an in-home regimen. 
Steroid injections may be recommended 
to reduce your pain if it is too severe to 
participate in physical therapy or exercise. 

All rehab exercise programs should 
combine education with strengthening 
the core and back muscles. Hands-on 
techniques can reduce acute pain through 
massage, heat, electro-stimulation, 
ultrasound and guided stretching. 
Surgery is rarely necessary. It consists of 
a decompression, which frees pinched 
nerves; fusion, which eliminates a 
herniated disc and locks together 
the vertebrae above and below; or a 
combination.

Northern Westchester Hospital is able 
to dramatically reduce chronic lower 
back pain so you can live a full life. But 
prevention is the best medicine of all.

Dr. Marshal Peris is co-director of 
the Orthopedic & Spine Institute, Spine 
Surgery Section at Northern Westchester 
Hospital.

By Joanne Witmyer

By Dr. Marshal Peris

The Best Medicine for Chronic Back Pain is Prevention
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on 09/27/2017.  Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 647 Forest Av-
enue, Larchmont, NY 10538. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

PUBLIC NOTICE: NOTICE OF HEAR-
ING ON THE ADOPTION OF A BOND 
ACT AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 
OF BONDS WHICH, TOGETHER 
WITH PRIOR BOND ACTS, MAY 
BE AGGREGATED TO TOTAL AN 
AMOUNT IN EXCESS OF $10,000,000 
TO FINANCE A PROJECT CON-
SISTING OF THE CONSTRUCTION, 
RECONSTRUCTION OR MODIFI-
CATION OF FACILITIES FOR THE 
CONVEYANCE, TREATMENT AND 
DISPOSAL OF SEWAGE, PURSUANT 
TO SECTION 33.10 OF THE LOCAL FI-
NANCE LAW, Notice is hereby given that 
the Board of Legislators of the County of 
Westchester, New York shall hold a public 
hearing at 7:30 PM on October 16, 2017, 
in the Chambers of the Westchester Coun-
ty Board of Legislators, Room 800 on the 
8th Floor, Michaelian Office Building, 148 
Martine Avenue, White Plains, New York, 
to hear persons or parties interested in the 
proposed adoption by said Board of Legis-
lators of a Bond Act titled:  A BOND ACT 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$5,750,000 BONDS OF THE COUNTY 
OF WESTCHESTER, NEW YORK, TO 
PAY THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUC-
TION COSTS OF THE REPAIR AND 
REHABILITATION OF ADDITIONAL 
STEEL CELLS, AS PART OF THE CEL-
LULAR BULKHEAD SYSTEM, ALONG 
THE HUDSON RIVER AT THE YON-

KERS JOINT WASTEWATER TREAT-
MENT PLANT, CONSTITUTING A 
PHASE IV OF THE REHABILITATION 
THEREOF, FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
THE COUNTY’S SOUTH YONKERS, 
BRONX VALLEY, CENTRAL YONKERS, 
HUTCHINSON VALLEY, NORTH YON-
KERS, SAW MILL AND UPPER BRONX 
SANITARY SEWER DISTRICTS. The 
aforesaid Bond Act authorizes $5,750,000 
bonds of the County of Westchester to 
finance a phase IV of a project. Bonds 
have been authorized for prior phases in 
amounts which, if aggregated with this 
Phase IV, would exceed $10,000,000.  Fol-
lowing the public hearing, the Board of 
Legislators may adopt the Bond Act, ef-
fective immediately, pursuant to Section 
33.10 of the Local Finance Law. A copy 
of the above-titled proposed Bond Act 
in substantially the form proposed to be 
adopted is available for inspection at the 
office of the Clerk of the Board of Legisla-
tors. SUNDAY VANDERBERG, CLERK 
AND CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OF-
FICER OF THE COUNTY BOARD 
OF LEGISLATORS WESTCHESTER 
COUNTY, NEW YORK, Dated: Septem-
ber 26, 2017, White Plains, New York

PUBLIC NOTICE NOTICE OF HEAR-
ING: PURSUANT TO SECTION 237.101 
OF THE LAWS OF WESTCHESTER 
COUNTY, PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF 
TAXES OR ASSESSMENTS ON STATE 
PROPERTY;  NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC HEARING 
WILL BE HELD BY THE BOARD OF 
LEGISLATORS OF WESTCHESTER 
COUNTY ON THE 16th DAY OF OC-
TOBER , 2017 AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE 
CHAMBERS OF THE WESTCHESTER 
COUNTY BOARD OF LEGISLATORS, 
8TH FLOOR, 148 MARTINE AVENUE, 

WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF HEARING PERSONS OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE PRO-
POSED AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER AND 
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW 
YORK, ACTING THROUGH PUR-
CHASE COLLEGE, PURSUANT TO 
WHICH PURCHASE COLLEGE SHALL 
BE PERMITTED TO DISCHARGE 
SANITARY WASTEWATER INTO THE 
BLIND BROOK SANITARY SEWER 
DISTRICT SYSTEM FOR A PERIOD 
OF FORTY-TWO (42) YEARS. SUN-
DAY VANDERBERG, CLERK OF THE 
COUNTY, BOARD OF LEGISLATORS
WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW 
YORK Dated: September 26, 2017, White 
Plains, New York

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING The 
Board of Trustees of the Village of Pleas-
antville will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday October 9, 2017, 8:00pm prevail-
ing time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasant-
ville, NY to hear comments as it pertains 
to a proposed amendment to Chapter 173 
Vehicles and Traffic, Schedule 172-60, 
Schedule XII: Parking Prohibited at All 
Times as follows: DELETE: Guion Street 
North From the dead end to a point 40 
feet east of the intersection of Acad-
emy Street - Guion Street North From a 
point 30 feet west of the intersection of 
Grandview Avenue ADD:  Guion Street, 
North, Entire length from the intersec-
tion of Grandview Drive to Academy 
Street - Judith Weintraub, Village Clerk, 
Village of Pleasantville,

NOTICE is hereby given that a license, 
number “Pending” for Beer, Wine and 
Liquor has been applied for by the under-
signed to sell Beer, Wine and Liquor at 
retail at a restaurant under the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Law at 161 MAMA-
RONECK AVENUE WHITE PLAINS 

NY 10601 for On Premises Consumption.  
CRAFTED AMERICAN KITCHEN & 
BAR, LLC FREEBIRD KITCHEN AND 
BAR 161 MAMARONECK AVENUE 
WHITE PLAINS NY 10601

MISCELLANEOUS
FREE UNBUILDABLE WOODED 
ACRE ON LAKE SURPRISE ROAD 
IN COLD SPRING. Just take over an-
nual taxes of approximately $1,200 and it’s 
yours. 212-980-1617 x 2.

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
FARM ESTATE LIQUIDATION! OC-
TOBER 14TH! 16 TRACTS! COO-
PERSTOWN, NY! 5 to 28 acres from  
$19,900! Ponds, streams,Views, apple or-
chards! Terms avail! Call 888-905-8847 To 
register. NewYorkLandandLakes.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

Rt. 9 & 20 or Rt. 150 South/West, Schodack  •  WATCH FOR SIGNS
Columbus Day Weekend   •   Sat. & Sun., Oct. 7 & 8

Saturday, October 7th:
“HAIR OF THE DOG” 
Sunday, October 8th:

• Craft Vendors Under Tent • Kid’s Activities • Face Painting
• Hayrides • Dancing • Award Winning Wineries

— RAIN OR SHINE  •   NO PETS PLEASE —
www.goold.com
518-732-7317

2 9 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y

“THUNDER RIDGE”

To Place a Classified Ad
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds
@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

continued from page 24
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By Martin Wilbur
A college campus may be one of the last 

places you’ll expect to find a top-notch 
dining experience. But if you can get down 
to Westchester Community College (WCC) 
for one of four evenings during the next 
month you won’t be disappointed while also 
helping the school and its students.

Starting Oct. 16 and continuing three 
more time over a 16-evening span, WCC’s 
Culinary Arts and Hospitality Management 
program is hosting its second Great 
Chefs of Westchester Cooking for WCC 
fundraiser. All money raised at the four 
programs will go toward the WCC College 
Foundation and Scholarship Fund, said Phil 
McGrath, the chair of the Culinary Arts and 
Hospitality Management program.

“It’s interactive, you speak to the chefs, 
you watch the chefs making everything,” 
said McGrath, owner of the old Iron Horse 
Restaurant in Pleasantville and still a village 
resident. “Of course, you get really good 
food and really good drinks, and we also get 
to show off our facility. People who may not 
know the fact that WCC has a hospitality 
and culinary arts program. Our students get 
involved. They come in, they work with the 
chefs, quite often they get job offers from 
the chefs, so it’s a symbiotic thing.”

Between McGrath’s contacts in the 
restaurant industry and restaurateurs 
scouting for potential new talent to staff 
their businesses, the series has been able to 
attract some of the best chefs in the county.

The opening night on Monday, Oct. 16 
will see Cristian Petitta, the chef de cuisine 
at Fig & Olive in Scarsdale, who will be 
sharing his techniques and recipes for 
making fresh mozzarella and pasta.

The series continues on Oct. 23 with chef 
Ethan Kostbar from Moderne Barn who 
will show how he balances his appreciation 
for local, hand-picked ingredients with 
simple, seasonal food.

On Oct. 30, Bartaco Chef John Rohland 
who uses fresh ingredients to create his 
restaurants three signature dishes.

The final evening, on Wednesday, 
Nov. 1, will feature Ron Gallo, chef at the 
Inn at Pound Ridge by Jean-Gorges, will 
demonstrate how to balance flavor and 
texture using fresh ingredients from New 
England and the Hudson Valley.

McGrath said the chefs decide what they 
want to demonstrate and cook for dinner 
while donating their food, staff and time.

“They’re supporting the program because 
they realize that without a program like 
this in the county it’s very difficult for them 
to get qualified workers,” he said. “So it’s 
a good thing for everybody, and again, 
it exposes our students to four different 
chefs, who they may never be able to go to 
their restaurant, and they see what they’re 
producing.”

The evenings are also a way for attending 
guests to receive a close-up view of 
WCC’s culinary and hospitality program. 
Currently, there are 126 students enrolled, 

some of whom will go on to four-year 
culinary programs, others will enter the 
workforce full-time while some will return 
their family’s restaurant, McGrath said.

Located inside WCC’s Student Center, 
there are two functioning commercial-style 
kitchens where program enrollees learn in a 
realistic setting.

“Experiential learning is something that’s 
a big trend in all disciplines because it puts 
into application the things that you learn,” 
McGrath said.

But the program is not only about cooking. 
It also teaches the students about all aspects 
of the hospitality industry, including how 
to run a business, how to manage people 

and inventory and to calculate food-cost 
percentages, he said. Graduates have gone 
on to become event planners, concierges 
and have had careers in hotel management.

An important aspect of the program is 
that students also become familiar with 
the issue of hunger and food insecurity, 
McGrath said. All students participate in 
the Food Bank for Westchester fundraisers, 
he said.

Tickets for each evening of the Great 
Chefs series is $150 per person. There’s 
room for about 40 to 50 guests for each 
dinner. For tickets or more information, 
visit, www.sunywcc.org.

Great Chefs Descend on WCC This Month for a Great Cause

OUR SPONSORS

THE ROUTE

P E E K S K I L L
V I N TAG E  G RAN D  P R I X 

THE MILEA TRUCK  
AND AUTO GROUP 

11:00AM–4:00PM
15 OCT. 2017

The Grand Prix will start at the corner of Park & N. Division Sts., at the 
gazebo. From N. Division St., cars will turn left onto  Main St., and continue 
all the way to N. Water St. They will then go left onto N. Water St. to Hudson 
Ave. They will turn left onto Hudson Ave. and then left again onto South St. 
They will take South St. to S. Division. After making a right onto S. Division, 
they will turn left onto Esther St. and left again onto Brown St. and finally 
right onto S. Division St. 

All Vintage vehicles will be on display in Pit Row which  
will be on Central Ave between Nelson and Division.

For information and the map visit our website:  
peekskillgrandprix.com

Austin-Healeys, MG’s, Jaguars,  
Corvettes, Rolls-Royces, Porsches,  
Mustangs and MORE, all Classics!

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Phil McGrath, second left, chair of  Westchester Community College’s Culinary Arts and Hospitality 
Management program, with some of  the program’s students. There will be four nights of  demos 
featuring some of  the best chefs in the county later this month.
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 Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday (except 
Oct. 9). Info: 914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pleasantville Garden Club. This 
month’s guest speaker is Eddy Trotta, 
owner of Trotta Foods in Thornwood, 
who will show how he makes fresh 
mozzarella. Trotta is the son of founders 
Al and Anna Trotta, who started the 
business in 1955 selling homemade pasta 
to neighborhood restaurants in the Bronx. 
Today the store produces mozzarella, 
sauces, soups, sausages and many varieties 
of ravioli and other pasta. Trotta is a 
regular at the Pleasantville Farmers Market 
each Saturday. All welcome. Pleasantville 
Presbyterian Church, 400 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 a.m. to noon. free. Info: 
Visit www.pleasantvillegardenclub.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org. 

Poets and Writers Series: Ava Chin. In 
her book “Eating Wildly,” Chin, an M.F.K. 
Fischer Award winner, reveals the joys 
of foraging. She explores uncultivated 
tracts of land in search of physical and 
emotional sustenance. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 12:30 and 2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
606-6716.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Make Your Own Healthy, All-Natural 
Cleaning Supplies. Ingredients will 
be provided and you can take samples 
home. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 

Free. Reservation required. Info and 
reservation: 914-273-3887 ext. 3.

Advanced Beginner and Intermediate 
Bridge Class. Do you want to improve 
your bridge game, but the beginner 
class is redundant for you? This class is 
for people with some knowledge of the 
game. With Joel Goren. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 1:30 p.m. Free. Thursdays 
through Nov. 16. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Alexander Technique Demonstration. 
This class introduces the Alexander 
Technique and the benefits of learning how 
to care for your body, relieve back pain and 
strain, attain better posture, move freely, 
gain greater range of movement, develop 
better balance and deepen breathing. This 
demonstration previews three upcoming 
series of classes in Alexander Technique 
for the back, for Parkinson’s and to help 
everyday performance. Mount Pleasant 
Community Center, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 2 p.m. Free. Info: Contact Carol 
MacCallum Strozier at 248-885-0305 
or cmstrozier@gmail.com or visit www.
alexandertechniquestudios.com

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Health for Life Programs. Are you 55 
or older with a chronic health condition 
or caring for someone with a health 
issue? This workshop can enhance your 
quality of life and provide fun while 
learning. Offered by the Westchester 
County Department of Senior Programs 
and Services, it focuses on the mind-
body connection, better breathing, fall 
prevention and getting a good night’s 
sleep. Bedford Hills Train Station, 46 
Depot Plaza, Bedford Hills. 2 to 4:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday through Nov. 2. 
Advance registration required. Info and 
registration: Contact Marikay Capasso at 
914-813-6427 or mqcq@westchestergov.
com.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-
8041 or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Full Moon Wolf Walk. Celebrate 

the October full moon. While enjoying 
nature’s autumn chatter by the outdoor 
fire pit, guests will enjoy seasonal treats 
and the symphony of howls. Guests will 
learn about the history of wolves in the 
United States, their importance in a 
healthy ecosystem and the efforts to save 
these magnificent creatures for future 
generations. Take a short moonlit walk 
to visit ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, 
Zephyr and Nikai. Bring flashlights. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 6 p.m. 
$20. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Great Books Forum Series. Eugene 
O’Neill’s “Long Day’s Journey into Night” 
will be discussed. Led by Professor 
Casey Ellis. Westchester Community 
College’s Gateway Center, Room 131, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Free. E-mail Professor James Werner at 
james.werner@sunywcc.edu.

English as a Second Language Class. 
Strengthen your English skills through 
pronunciation exercises, grammar 
exercises and conversation practice. 
All are welcome to participate in these 
informal small English Language Learner 
group classes. The friendly, flexible yet 
structured setting is ideal for those 
who want to improve their English 
communication skills. Led by Stacey 
Fields. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Community Conversations: 
Criminal Justice, Yesterday and Today. 
In collaboration with the Sing Sing 
Prison Museum and funded by the 
Westchester Community Foundation, 
this presentation focuses on the history 
of rehabilitation and reform at Sing 
Sing Correctional Facility in Ossining. 
Followed by a panel discussion linking 
historical perspectives to present day 
developments and challenges. Ossining 
Public Library, 53 Croton Ave., Ossining. 7 
to 8:30 p.m. Free. Audience is encouraged 
to arrive 15 minutes early. Also Oct. 28 
at the Mount Kisco Public Library. Info: 
Visit www.westchesterlibraries.org or 
www.connections.westchesterlibraries.
org.

Friday, Oct. 6
Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with 

Amy. A great dance fitness workout for 
those who like to sweat, sizzle and tone 
while moving to the beat of exhilarating 
rhythms with a low impact/high intensity 
approach. A perfect class for those who 
need to protect vulnerable body parts 
such as knees, shoulders and back. Try 
a free trial class. Addie-tude Dance 
Center, 42 Memorial Plaza (lower level), 
Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. Drop-in 
rate: $12. Every Friday. Also Tuesdays 
from 10 to 11 a.m. Info: Call or text the 
instructor at 914-643-6162.

Play Days at Jay. Pack a picnic 
and spend the afternoon at John Jay 
Homestead. Explore the six discovery 
centers and help volunteers collect eggs 
from the chicken coop. Education staff 
will lead a short hands-on activity. John 
Jay Homestead, 400 Jay St. (Route 22), 
Katonah. 12 to 2 p.m. Free. Fridays 
through Oct. 27. Info: 914-232-8119 or 
visit www.johnjayhomestead.org.

Country Line Dance. Dancing followed 
by a complete dinner. All proceeds to go 
to the scholarship fund at Fox Lane High 
School and New York Boys’ State. Moses 
Taylor American Legion Post 136, 1 
Legion Way, Mount Kisco. 7 to 11 p.m. 
$15 per person. First Friday of every 
month. Info: 914-241-0136.

The Psychedelic Furs. If you were to 
dissect today’s alternative rock music, 
you’ll find that much of it pays homage 
to The Psychedelic Furs. Led by vocalist 
and songwriter Richard Butler and his 
bass-wielding brother Tim, the Furs 
scored major hits with “Love My Way,” 
“Pretty In Pink,” “Heaven,” “The Ghost In 
You” and “Heartbreak Beat.” The group 
released seven studio albums, spawning 
several compilations, a boxed set and a 
live concert DVD. Born out of the post-
punk U.K. rock scene, the Furs quickly 
developed as one of the premiere bands 
on U.S. college and modern rock radio 
with a multitude of #1 singles. Appearing 
with special guest Bash & Pop. Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 
p.m. $48, $58 and $68. Info and tickets: 
Visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

“Hanjo.” Hauntingly enigmatic, subtle 
and beautiful, Yukio Mishima’s work 
reaches back into the deep past of ancient 
myth and brings into the modern world, 
a story that is part fairy tale, part surreal 
drama. Using a 14th century Noh play, 
which Zeami Motohiko based on a Han 
Dynasty Chinese poem as a springboard, 
Mishima deals with issues of gender, 
identity and how we play roles within each 
other’s lives. Performed by SITI Company. 
PepsiCo Theatre, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 8 p.m. $42.50, $62.50 and 
$72.50. Info and tickets: 914-251-6100 or 
visit www.artscenter.org.

“Private Eyes.” Arc Stages begin the 
third season of its professional company, 
the Next Stage, with this production. 
“Private Eyes” is comedy of suspicion, in 
which nothing is ever quite what it seems. 
Matthew’s wife, Lisa, is having an affair 
with Adrian, a British theater director. 
Or perhaps the affair is part of the play 
being rehearsed. The audience itself plays 
the role of detective in this hilarious 
“relationship thriller” about love, lust and 
the power of deception. Arc Stages, 147 
Wheeler Ave., Pleasantville. 8 p.m. Adults: 
$36. Seniors and students: $28. Also Oct. 
7. Info and tickets: 914-747-6206 or visit 
www.arcstages.org.

continued from page 22

continued on page 30
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Snob: “One who 
has an offensive 
air of superiority 
in matters of 
knowledge or taste.”

Modest: 
“Humble, 
unassuming, 
unpretentious.” 

These terms have 
been applied to the 

wine world for many centuries, and have 
become even more in vogue since the 
beginning of the 21st century.

The term snob has many applications in 
life. In my wine circles, it is an especially 
derisive term. Whom among us needs 
to know how superior a fellow wine 
consumer is, especially if we are constantly 
reminded of this by his or 
her highbrow attitude of

unequaled wine 
knowledge and 
impeccable wine palate?

But what of that modest 
wine consumer who has 
a similar encyclopedic 
knowledge base, but taps 
into it only to aid and 
assist others? To my mind, this individual 
is the ultimate resource and sounding 
board. Friends and family learn by 
osmosis as they drink side by side and are 
inculcated with tidbits of wine knowledge 

– all the while asserting their individual 
palates and preferences.  

In my travels and encounters with 
readers and fellow wine consumers, I strive 
to be informative and unpretentious. At 
times I am successful and am told so. On 
other occasions I perceive a glazed stare 
or a painful wince as I regale my audience 
with the broad and deep knowledge I’ve 
acquired over decades of exposure to 
the foibles and delights of diligent wine 
consumption. Snobbery or modesty? I 
take the fifth. (of wine?)

Allow me to pose the same question to 
you, my reader. What is your reaction to 
those presenting themselves as informed 
consumers? 

Are you an inquisitive consumer? 
Always considering alternative wines 

recommended by a 
sommelier or friend, but 
just a bit reluctant to veer 
from the tried and true. 
“No thanks, I know what 
I like and I’m staying with 
it.” 

Are you an explorer? 
In the appropriate 
circumstances, always 

willing to rely on a recommendation from 
a trusted source, be it professional or a 
personal friend or family member. “An 
alternative to Pinot Grigio? Sure. I trust 
your judgment and may find my next 

favorite wine.” 
Or are you perhaps an evolving 

oenophile? Starting out with a $10 
California red blend, then, with the aid 
of a trusted/modest wine expert (snob?) 
you trained your palate to enjoy the next 
wines to which you were exposed. Red 
blends from France, Bordeaux and 
the Rhone Valley? Then, this same 
knowledgeable individual guided 
you in singling out a particular 
grape, which led to a quest to 
find suitable representations 
of this varietal. Cabernet 
Sauvignon? Syrah? 

“I started out investing a Hamilton, 
then I moved up to a Jackson and now I’m 
deep into Grants.” 

I consider myself a modest, 
unpretentious oenophile; quick to offer 
advice, but withdrawing if I sense that 
my audience perceives an offensive air of 
superiority.

 But alas, there are repercussions as 
I ply my knowledge and increasingly 
sophisticated palate. Not all of my dining 
mates are willing to dole out increasing 
numbers of their Jacksons when they dine 
with me. Or I find my wine budget getting 
stretched each time I dine at a restaurant 
with a deep and broad wine list. Or 
visit one of my favorite wine shops and 
walk among aisles where I am the only 
customer.

There are other symptoms of wine 
snobbery. You know you’re over the top 
– at least in the eyes of those around 
you – if you won’t drink a wine unless 

it is presented at the perfect 
temperature, in a Riedel crystal 

glass in the preferred shape for 
the wine at hand.

Thankfully, these occurrences 
are few and far between, but 
they are occurring more 
frequently. 

In which category do you 
place yourself? I encourage you 

to be “humble, unassuming and 
unpretentious” in your pursuits. 

My unwavering advice to all who seek it: 
continuous experimentation results in 
discoveries that lead you down the path 
to enhanced appreciation of wine at any 
and all levels. I must say, I’m enjoying the 
experience myself.  

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media 
Guild. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

A Look Into the Mannerisms and Inclinations of Today’s Wine Consumers

10/2 All French Wine  

10/3 All Sparkling Wine 

10/4 All Cabernet Sauvignon  

10/5 All Sauvignon Blanc  

10/6 Liquid Altitude Sangria In-Store Tasting 

4-7pm 

10/7 Tasting Italy In-Store Tasting Event  

2-5pm 

10/8 All White Varietals/Blends 
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Saturday, Oct. 7
Pleasantville Farmers Market. 

Experience the largest year-round 
farmers market in Westchester and the 
one voted Best of Westchester from 
2014 to 2017. With 56 vendors and 
seven nearby parking lots, the market is 
a delicious good time every This week, 
taste a sample of this season’s fresh apples 
provided by Mead Orchards and Wright’s 
Farm from 9:30 a.m. to noon., acoustic 
indie rock duo Tumbleweed Mike will 
perform from 9:30 to 11 a.m. and there 
will be a kids’ event.This market is a 
dog-free environment. Memorial Plaza, 
Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday through Nov. 18. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. 
Locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating 
a connection between shoppers and 
small-scale food producers in the region. 
Chappaqua train station. Chappaqua. 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: 
Visit www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Westchester County Historical 
Society Tag Sale. The historical society 
will hold its 24th annual tag sale, its 
largest fundraiser of the year. The sale will 
feature costume and fine jewelry, artwork, 
antiques, bric-a-brac, linens, books and 
gently used furniture. There will also be 
household goods, toys and games and 
sporting goods. A special feature will 
be antique Westchester town maps for 
sale that are suitable for framing. An 
information table will include literature 
describing how county residents can use 
the resources of the Westchester County 
Historical Society and how to become a 
member. All items are donated. Rain or 
shine. Westchester County Records and 
Archives Center, 2199 Saw Mill River 
Rd., Elmsford. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free 
admission. Info: 914-592-4323.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. This 
is a hands-on class that will be geared to the 
level of experience of the class and challenge 
all participants. Wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East. 
Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Meditation Workshop. Michael 
Cardillo will help you reach peace and 
a clear vision in meeting your life’s 
goals. An AA member, he will share his 
knowledge and meditation techniques. 
Open to all. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. 
to noon. Free. Every Saturday. Info: 914-
666-8041 or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Wolves of North America. Learn 
about the mythology, biology and ecology 

of wolf families and discover why it’s a 
special time for packs in North America. 
Guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr as well as the 
critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican gray wolves. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $14. 
Children (under 12): $11. Also Oct. 9 and 
15 at 11 a.m. and Oct. 8, 14, 21 and 22 at 
2 p.m. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: 914-763-2373 or visit 
www.nywolf.org. 

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Eighth Annual Fall Festival. Come 
and join the fun that includes an inflatable 
obstacle course, decorate a pumpkin, craft 
tables, games, bake sale, face painting, 
sparkle tattoos and an amazing balloon 
artist. There will also be fun and family 
friendly raffle baskets. Sponsored by the 
Valhalla SEPTA. Kensico School, 320 
Columbus Ave., Valhalla. 12 to 4 p.m. $10 
per child (Adults are free.) In case of rain, 
the event will be held at the Valhalla Middle 
School gym, 300 Columbus Ave., Valhalla. 
Info: E-mail Leconley2@gmail.com.  

Pack Chat for Kids. This is the best 
introduction to wolves for families with 
young children. Kids will learn about 
the mythology surrounding wolves 
and the important role they play in the 
natural world. This is an exciting time 
for wolves; they’re out searching for prey 
as their pups grow bigger and bolder. 
Guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr as well as the 
critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican gray wolves. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 2 p.m. Adults: $14. 
Children (under 12): $11. Also Oct. 8, 21 
and 22 at 11 a.m. and Oct. 15 at 2 p.m. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-763-2373 or visit www.
nywolf.org.

“Menopause the Musical.” GFour 
Productions proudly presents this 
international hit show, a groundbreaking 
celebration of women who are on the 
brink of, in the middle of, or have 
survived “The Change.” Now celebrating 
16 years of female empowerment through 
hilarious musical comedy, this show has 
evolved as a grassroots movement of 
women who deal with life adjustments 
after 40 by embracing each other and the 
road ahead. Paramount Hudson Valley, 
1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 7 p.m. $35 and 
$45. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or 
visit www.paramounthudsonvalley.com

Emerson String Quartet. Acclaimed 
by audiences and critics around the world, 
the Emerson String Quartet returns for 
its 16th appearance. The concert launches 

the 64th season of Friends of Music, 
an award-winning, nonprofit volunteer 
organization that brings world-renowned 
ensembles and distinguished younger 
musicians to Westchester. Sleepy Hollow 
High School, 210 N. Broadway (Route 
9), Sleepy Hollow. 8 p.m. $35. Info and 
tickets: 914-861-5080 or visit www.
friendsofmusic.org.

John Hall and Lauren Masse: Songs 
and Stories. Two friends and residents 
of the Hudson Valley, Hall and Masse 
met at the beginning of their careers at 
the Mercer Arts Center, each members 
of bands auditioning for a record deal. 
Hall would go on to reach success with 
Orleans while Masse was a founding 
member of The Manhattan Transfer. The 
Schoolhouse Theater and Arts Center, 3 
Owens Rd., North Salem. 8 p.m. $30. Info 
and tickets: 914-277-8477 or visit www.
schoolhousetheater.org. 

 
Sunday, Oct. 8

Columbus Day Celebration. The 
Italian American Club of Northern 
Westchester is holding this celebration. 
There will be a car show and parade. 
Parking lot behind Mount Kisco Village 
Hall, 104 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Parade at 2 p.m. Free.           

Friday Night Cinema (on Sunday 
Afternoon): “Mi Madre.” In honor of 
Italian History Month, Professor Valerie 
Franco will be presenting several films 
dealing with social, political and cultural 
issues in contemporary Italy. Sirected 
by Italian superstar Nanni Moretti and 
starring John Turturro and Margherita 
Buy, this film follows an Italian film 
director as she tries to simultaneously deal 
with a difficult actor on her most recent 
project and the death of her mother. 
In Italian with English subtitles. Post-
screening discussion led by Franco. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

“Horses and Hounds” Reception. 
Gallop a fine horse, walk an eager dog 
on the carriage roads. These images are 
depicted as artistic renderings in this 
new exhibit. Featuring James Dyekman, 
Bruce Withers, Cristina Biaggi, Dale 
Bradley, Roseanne Cerbo, Michael 
Garber and other artists. Art Gallery at 
the Rockefeller State Park Preserve, 125 
Phelps Way, Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. 
Exhibit continues through Nov. 4. Gallery 
hours are 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily. Info: 
Visit: www.facebook.com/RockefellerSPP 
or www.nysparks.com/parks/59.

Orpehus Chamber Orchestra. The 
orchestra creates extraordinary musical 
experiences, performing at the highest 
level, challenging artistic boundaries and 
inspiring the public. Joining the orchestra 
for a program of beloved works from their 
repertoire will be American cellist Cicely 

Parnas. The Performing Arts Center at 
Purchase College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 3 p.m. $80. Info and tickets: 
914-251-6100 or visit www.artscenter.org.

Broadway Musical Revue. Broadway 
stars Erin Stewart (“A Little Night Music) 
and David DeWitt (“Phantom of the 
Opera”) join the West Point Quinette 7 
Ensemble and the Chappaqua Orchestra 
strings with Michael Shapiro, conductor 
and host. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Music Benefit for Hurricane Relief. 
In light of recent devastation from 
hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria, 
Habitat for Humanity of Westchester 
is holding an event to raise money for 
hurricane relief efforts in Texas, Florida 
and Puerto Rico. Also includes a 5/50 
raffle and Texas Roadhouse providing 
food. The event will feature local talent 
and cap off a week of arts and events in 
conjunction with the New Rochelle Arts 
Festival. Habitat for Humanity Restore, 
659 Main St., New Rochelle. 3 to 7 p.m. 
Suggested donation: $10. 

Salsa Social. Come and learn how 
to Salsa. A fun and exciting workout. 
Singles or couples; no partner necessary. 
Josie’s School of Dance, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Level B, Pleasantville. 5 to 9 p.m. 
Intro lesson at 4:30 p.m. $10 admission. 
Dinner: $6. Typically, the first Sunday of 
every month. Info: 914-332-8670.

Monday, Oct. 9
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday. RSVP suggested. Info and RSVP: 
Contact Tina Campbell at 914-441-1383 
or e-mail tinacambell@masternetworks.
net. or just drop in. 

Morning Bird Walk. Bthe Saw Mill 
River Audubon. Beginners welcome. 
Rain or shine. Rockefeller State Park 
Preserve, 125 Phelps Way (Route 117), 
Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. Free. Meets the 
second Monday of each month. Info: Visit 
www.sawmillriveraudubon.org.

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

continued from page 28
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YouTube sensation and American 
Idol semifinalist Natalie Weiss will star 
as Molly in “Ghost the Musical,” which 
will be featured at the White Plains 
Performing Arts Center (WPPAC) from 
Oct. 13 to 29.

Weiss rose to fame during American 
Idol’s Season 4 and on her widely 
successful YouTube videos and web 
series “Breaking Down the Riffs,” 
which collectively have reached more 
than three million views. Broadway 
theater fans know her from her 
roles in “Saturday Night Fever,” “Les 
Misérables,” “Everyday Rapture” and 
“Wicked.” 

Weiss has toured the world teaching 
and performing solo concerts. She had 
the privilege of singing on the original 
Broadway cast recording of “Dear Evan 
Hansen” and will soon be heard on the 
soundtrack for the upcoming Hugh 
Jackman movie musical “The Greatest 
Showman,” based on the life of P.T. 
Barnum, with original music by Pasek 
and Paul. 

Patrick Swayze, Demi Moore and 
Whoopi Goldberg made “Ghost” one 
of the biggest hit films of all time. Now 
the Oscar-winning film comes alive on 
stage in a smart, funny, suspenseful and 

romantic musical. 
With a fresh pop/rock score by 

Grammy winners Dave Stewart 
(Eurythmics) and Glen Ballard 
(Michael Jackson’s “Man in the Mirror,” 
Alanis Morissette’s “You Oughta 
Know”), “Ghost the Musical” follows 
Sam and Molly, a young couple whose 
connection takes a shocking turn after 
Sam’s untimely death. Trapped between 
two worlds, Sam refuses to leave Molly 
when he learns she is in grave danger. 
Desperate to communicate with her, he 
turns to a storefront psychic, Oda Mae 
Brown, who helps him protect Molly 
and avenge his death.

“Ghost the Musical” is directed by 
Joseph C. Walsh with musical direction 
by Stephen Ferri and choreography by 
Lexie Fennell Frare. Scenic design is 
by Ann Beyersdofer, costume design 
by Molly Seidel, lighting design by 
Matt Guminski, projection design by 
Ian McClain; and Chris Luner is stage 
manager. 

The book and lyrics were written 
by Bruce Joel Rubin and the music 
and lyrics by Dave Stewart and Glen 
Ballard. The musical is based on the 
Paramount Pictures film written by 
Bruce Joel Rubin. Original West End 

Production produced by Colin Ingram, 
David Garfinkle, Adam Silberman, 
Land Line Productions, Donovan 
Mannato, Michael Edwards and Carole 
Winter. “Unchained Melody” written 

by Hy Zaret and Alex North, courtesy 
of Unchained Melody Publishing LLC.

“Ghost the Musical” will play at the 
White Plains Performing Arts Center on 
Friday, Oct. 13 at 8 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 
14 at 8 p.m.; Sunday, Oct. 15 at 2 p.m.; 
Thursday, Oct. 19 at 2 p.m.; Friday, Oct. 
20 at 8 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 21 at 8 p.m.; 
Sunday, Oct. 22 at 2 p.m.; Friday, Oct. 
27 at 8 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 28 at 8 p.m.; 
and Sunday, Oct. 29 at 2 p.m.

The White Plains Performing Arts 
Center is located on the third level of 
City Center off Mamaroneck Avenue 
in downtown White Plains. Tickets 
start at $33. For tickets, visit the theater 
box office Monday through Friday 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m., call 914-328-1600 or 
visit www.wppac.com. For group sales, 
e-mail boxoffice@wppac.com.

“Ghost the Musical” is a WPPAC 
MainStage Production, which is a 
professional production featuring 
union and non-union actors from 
Broadway, national tours and regional 
theater across the United State. These 
productions are created from scratch, 
staffed with professional production 
teams (directors to designers), large live 
orchestras and boast high quality sets 
and costumes.

American Idol Semifinalist to Star in WPPAC Production
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YOUR
FRIENDLY
NEIGHBORHOOD
EVERYTHING
CLUB

www.SawMillClub.com/MoreIsMore

TWO INCREDIBLE LOCATIONS • ONE AMAZING PRICE
Experience more of everything at Saw Mill Club.

Get this when you join now:

Saw Mill Club
77 Kensico Drive

Mount Kisco, NY 10549
914-241-0797

Saw Mill Club East
333 N Bedford Rd
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
914-242-9760

Call Terry at 914-241-0797

75% Off 
Joining Fee

limited time off er 
Expires 10/31/17

One Hour 
Personal Training Session

inlcudes goal setting
and equipment introduction

30 Minute 
Massage 

includes therapeutic techniques
and aromatherapy 

30 Minute 
Private Yoga Session

includes assessment and 
technique introduction


