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Taking It
to the
House

Valhalla Senior Michael Ferrara
Scampers for a Long Touchdown
in the First Half Saturday Afternoon
as the Vikings Rout Putnam Valley
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By Danny Lopriore
The defending Section 1 champion 

Pleasantville Panthers breezed to a 35-6 
victory over visiting Blind Brook in the 
Class B quarterfinals at Parkway Field 
Friday night.

Quarterback Jack Howe tossed two 
touchdown passes and ran for another 
and running back Charlie McPhee 
scored twice to lift the Panthers to a 7-1 
record.

The second-seeded Panthers will 
face No. 3 Valhalla, a 31-6 winner over 
Putnam Valley, Friday night at 7 p.m. at 
Pace University in a semifinal matchup. 
Westlake and Ardsley will meet in the 
other semifinal.

Valhalla, which has lost to both Ardsley 
and Westlake, handed Pleasantville 
its only loss of the season with a 21-20 
victory on October 1.

Pleasantville head coach Tony Becerra 
was satisfied with the level of play in 
the opening round, but stressed the 
importance of continuing to improve 
and grow as the playoffs go on.

“There’s not a lot of room for error 
regardless who you play,” Becerra said. 
“It’s sudden death in this tournament. 
Even though it’s the postseason, we’re 
looking to improve, improve, improve. 
I think the captains and team leaders 
know it and the rest of the guys are 
buying in.”

Aided by a roughing the punter 
penalty, the Panthers opened the scoring 
when McPhee blasted in from the 1-yard 
line to cap a 16-play, 75-yard drive 
midway through the first quarter. Howe 
completed four of six passes for 43 yards 
and McPhee ran for 30 yards on six 
carries in the drive.

The Pleasantville defense, a constant 
over the season thus far, applied its 
brand of aggressive play by stopping 
Blind Brook throughout the rest of the 
half and the third quarter.

“Our defense has been consistent 
all year,” Becerra said. “We know it 

starts there. We have been able to stop 
some offenses because our guys know 
their responsibilities and are following 
through.”

Danny Melillo’s interception led to 
one Panther score, a blocked punt set up 
a touchdown and Nick Salzarulo, Cullen 
Dell, Nolan Egan and James Daniele led 
the staunch defense.

Howe scored on a 2-yard run, then 
tossed a 25-yard touchdown pass to 
McPhee and a 6-yard scoring dart to Jack 
Minerva to open a 28-0 halftime lead.

Howe finished his night’s work at 
halftime and was replaced by Melillo 
at quarterback. The junior completed 
9 of 14 passes for 114 yards and two 
touchdowns and rushed for 22 yards and 
an 18-yard score. Howe also made three 
point-after-touchdown kicks and ran for 
a two-point conversion.

“Trust is a big part of what we’re 
seeing with Jack,” said Becerra. “We hang 
our hat on our defense to give us field 
position. Because the defense does that 
so well, the offense can take chances and 
Jack is leading the way.”

McPhee also got a chance to rest in 
the second half after rushing for 48 yards 
and a touchdown on 11 carries over the 
first two quarters.

panthers quarterback Jack howe is chased out of  
the pocket by blind brook’s Joseph denn in Friday 
night’s class b sectional playoff  game.

the panthers’ danny Melillo runs with the football 
on the first possession of  the second half  vs. 
visiting blind brook.

declan Mcdermott carries the football in the 
first half  of  pleasantville’s 35-6 victory over the 
trojans.

pleasantville sophomore Jared Wilens has room 
to run as he carries the ball in the first half  vs. 
blind brook.

Jack Minerva turns upfield with the ball in 
pleasantville’s win over blind brook in a class b 
quarterfinal playoff  game.

panther fullback nick salzarulo gets past the line of  scrimmage in the 
35-6 playoff  win over blind brook.

the pleasantville offensive line opens up a big hole, enabling charlie Mcphee to 
score the game’s first touchdown in Friday’s win at parkway Field.

charlie Mcphee makes a juggling catch for a 
pleasantville touchdown in the second quarter of  
Friday night’s game.

Pleasantville Tops Blind Brook in Playoff Opener

Andy JAcobs photos
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By Danny Lopriore
Valhalla quarterback Ralph Gonzalez III 

threw for 274 yards and four touchdowns, 
including two explosive connections 
to slot receiver Michael Ferrara, as the 
Vikings topped visiting Putnam Valley 
31-6 in a Section 1, Class B quarterfinal 
playoff game on Saturday afternoon.

The third-seeded Vikings (6-2) will 
meet No. 2 Pleasantville (7-1) in the 
semifinal round Friday at 7 p.m. at Pace 
University. Valhalla defeated the Panthers 
21-20 midway through the regular season, 
the only loss for the defending Section 1 
champions.

After a mistake-filled early first quarter, 
the Vikings opened the scoring with a 
25-yard field goal by Anthony DeMicelli. 
The teams exchanged turnovers and 
both defenses played well until Gonzalez 
tossed a short pass to Ferrara, who juked 
and dashed 56 yards for a touchdown and 
a 10-0 lead.

“Me and the receivers are very 
comfortable with each other, know 
each other so well,” said Gonzalez, who 
completed 15 of his 23 passes. “I trust 
them to find open space and they trust 
me to get the ball to them. They have a 
lot of speed.”

Joseph Pecora changed the complexion 

of the game late in the second quarter 
when he gobbled up a fumble on the 
Putnam Valley 26-yard line and then 
followed up on the next play by going 
high in the air in the left corner of the end 
zone to grab a Gonzalez pass to give the 
Vikings a 17-0 halftime lead.

Relying on a defense that had not 
allowed a point for nearly three full games, 
the Vikings waited for opportunities. 
Jason Smith, Erick Pasqualone, Max 
Cavallo, John Lynch and DeMicelli took 
turns in the Tigers’ backfield. Smith had 
three sacks and ran down Putnam Valley’s 
runners.

“Coach (Steve Boyer) says you win 
championships with defense first,” Smith 
said. “It’s our job to keep the other team 
from getting position and moving the 
ball. Then we let the offense have a chance 
to score. We have been playing very well 
since beating Pleasantville.”

Boyer said his offense took advantage 
of defenses, used its speed and played 
strong defense.

“We know what we can do on offense, but I have always said through my 
coaching career that defense wins, 
especially in playoff games when teams 
are all good,” Boyer said. “It was a physical 
game today. Our defense made a lot of 
plays in their backfield.”

Ferrara, who caught six Gonzalez 
passes for 165 yards, with touchdowns of 
56 and 70 yards, has seemingly recovered 
from some nicks and bruises over the last 
several weeks. A shoulder injury didn’t 
bother him against Putnam Valley.

“I’m feeling good and we are 
getting better each week since we beat 
Pleasantville,” Ferrara said. “I think our 
defense really sets us up for what we can 
do on offense. We are looking forward to 
next game.”

Luke Ursillo caught the fourth 
touchdown pass and the defense finally 
allowed a touchdown in the fourth 
quarter, with exactly four minutes left on 
the clock, after 143 minutes of scoreless 
football since the win over Pleasantville.

Evan parker breaks through the line of  scrimmage in Valhalla’s 31-6 playoff  victory over visiting putnam 
Valley.

Valhalla quarterback Ralph Gonzalez surveys 
the field before throwing in saturday’s game. he 
tossed four td passes.

Valhalla’s Jason smith races into the backfield to sack putnam Valley quarterback Quinn strang for a big 
loss in the first half.

Joseph pecora of  Valhalla tries to run past Kaiden 
patterson of  putnam Valley in saturday’s 31-6 
Viking win.

the Vikings’ Michael Ferrara turns on the speed as he runs with the ball in the first half  of  saturday’s 
playoff  win over putnam Valley.

darius Underwood and the rest of  the Vikings now 
set their sights on a rematch with pleasantville in 
the class b playoffs.

Vikings Rout Putnam Valley in the Class B Playoffs

Andy JAcobs photos
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briarcliff  senior camron Fash heads the ball 
toward a teammate in the bears’ 2-0 playoff  win 
over visiting croton.

briarcliff’s Alex cabeca settles the ball during 
Friday afternoon’s playoff  win over the croton 
tigers.

pleasantville freshman Isabelle Kapoor dribbles 
across the field in the first half  of  saturday’s 
home playoff  game.

pleasantville’s samuel Raffalli sets his sights 
on the ball during overtime of  the fifth-seeded 
panthers’ playoff  game vs. 12th-seeded putnam 
Valley.

Karina Zielinski boots the ball on a free kick in 
briarcliff’s playoff  loss to the Rye neck panthers.

briarcliff  senior cynthia constantinou controls the 
ball near midfield in the second half  of  saturday’s 
game.

pleasantville players watch anxiously near midfield during the tense penalty-kick shootout that decided 
Friday’s playoff  game vs. putnam Valley. the visiting tigers prevailed 5-4 to put an end to the panthers’ 
season.

Miles Levy of  Fox Lane sets his sights on the 
north Rockland goal as he moves up the right 
sideline in the Foxes’ home win on thursday.

Fox Lane’s Javen Grier gets a step on the defense 
as he runs up the left side of  the field during 
thursday’s playoff  win over north Rockland.

Julia dallesandro of  briarcliff  moves the ball 
up the left sideline as Rye neck’s Anna Murphy 
chases during saturday’s playoff  game.

Fox Lane’s Jeancarlo Vasquez tries to win a 
midfield race to the ball in thursday afternoon’s 
playoff  win over north Rockland. but the Foxes 
were ousted by Arlington the following day.

pleasantville’s thomas Merritts sets his sights 
on the ball in the second half  of  Friday’s playoff  
game against visiting putnam Valley.
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pleasantville junior daniel Keon is thwarted by putnam Valley goalie brian Mcbride in the second half  
of  Friday’s class b playoff  game, won by the tigers on penalty kicks after the teams had battled to a 
scoreless tie through two overtimes.

Grace capko of  pleasantville moves the ball up 
the left sideline during the panthers’ playoff  win 
over visiting Edgemont.

Alex clinton of  Fox Lane moves toward the ball 
near midfield in thursday’s game against visiting 
north Rockland.

Alex benson of  briarcliff  chases the ball in the 
bears’ 2-0 playoff  victory over visiting croton-
harmon on Friday afternoon.

briarcliff’s Victoria Mattina races for the ball along 
the right sideline in saturday’s playoff  game 
against visiting Rye neck.

brendan o’neill of  pleasantville pursues the ball 
in the second half  of  Friday’s class b playoff  
game against the putnam Valley tigers.

pleasantville’s Lyndsey Minerva pursues the ball 
late in the first half  of  saturday’s 2-0 playoff  
victory over Edgemont.

Jake stipo of  pleasantville controls the ball during 
the panthers’ home playoff  game vs. putnam 
Valley on Friday afternoon.

Matt Li of  briarcliff  dribbles in Friday’s home 
playoff  game.

briarcliff  freshman Annie dineen dribbles the 
ball up the field against Rye neck in saturday’s 
sectional game, won by the panthers in an 
overtime penalty-kick shootout.

Alex Leahy gets set to pass the ball early in the 
second half  of  briarcliff’s 2-0 victory over croton-
harmon.
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horace Greeley’s Meghan curtis bumps the ball in 
the Quakers’ road match vs. Fox Lane.

horace Greeley’s carly Levitz stretches to hit a 
backhand return during a singles match in the 
section one tournament at harrison high school.

Leah tuluca of  Fox Lane hits a backhand in a 
second-round match at the sectional tourney last 
Wednesday afternoon.

Milo Feldman of  Fox Lane slams the ball past 
Vivian Zymeck of  Greeley during thursday’s 
match, hosted by the Foxes.byram hills’ devon Wolfe concentrates on a 

forehand during a doubles match at the section 
one tournament last week.

Fox Lane’s Maria Violante sends the ball over the 
net as Greeley’s Emma Roane tries to block it in 
thursday’s volleyball match. dana d’onofrio of  byram hills smacks a forehand 

return in her doubles match last Wednesday at the 
sectional tournament.

Greeley’s Vivian Zymeck rises to hit the ball past 
Fox Lane’s Milo Feldman in thursday’s match.

Fox Lane’s Emma Kolsky bumps the ball during 
the Foxes’ home match last week vs. horace 
Greeley.

Elizabeth Evanko of  Greeley tries to slam the ball past Fox Lane’s bella 
pansini in the first game of  last thursday’s match in bedford.

pleasantville’s olivia Ashton hits a forehand in her second-round singles 
match at the sectional tourney last Wednesday. she wound up qualifying for 
the state tournament.

S P O R T S  S C E N E

Andy JAcobs photos
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The Pace University football team 
moved to 3-4 on the season and 2-4 in the 
Northeast-10 Conference following a 35-
34 defeat to Saint Anselm College in front 
of a sellout Homecoming crowd at Pace 
Stadium on Saturday.

Inside the Numbers
Junior quarterback Dan Anerella (Old 

Bridge, NJ/Manalapan) had his best 
performance of the season, completing 
14-of-26 passes for 319 yards and three 
touchdowns, with two of the scoring 
strikes going for more than 40 yards. 
Anerella was named Homecoming MVP 
for his play in the pocket.

NE10 leading rusher, Jhalen Bien-Aime 
(Dorchester, MA/Bridgton Academy), 
continued his strong numbers on the 
season, running for 100 yards and two 
touchdowns on 22 carries. The redshirt 
junior also added 54 receiving yards to his 
docket for the day on two catches. Bien-
Aime has now reached the century mark 
on the ground in five of the Setters’ seven 

games.
Sophomore wide receiver Darius Jones 

(Bethlehem, PA/Liberty) led Pace with a 
season-best 88 yards receiving on three 
catches, including a 37-yard touchdown 
catch. On the defensive side, senior 
lineman Dan Pelish (Poughquag, NY/
Arlington) led the Setters in tackles for 
the second consecutive game, recording 
10 for the day.

How it Happened
Pace jumped out to a 14-0 lead in 

the second quarter courtesy of a pair 
of touchdown passes from Anerella. 
The junior quarterback connected with 
freshman wideout Daryl Nixon (Syracuse, 
NY/Liverpool) for a 40-yard touchdown 
as the first quarter came to a close, and 
then found sophomore Jared Bolden 
(Windsor, CT/Kingswood Oxford) for 
a 46-yard score in the second quarter. It 
was Bolden’s first reception of the season.

The Hawks were able to get on the 
board before the half with a touchdown of 
their own, but the Blue and Gold blocked 
the the point-after attempt to head to 
halftime with a 14-6 lead.

Pace was unable to move the ball to 
start the second half, and Saint Anselm 
capitalized by scoring a quick touchdown 
and two-point conversion to draw even 
at 14-14. The Hawks found the endzone 

again on their ensuing possession, but the 
Setters responded with a 62-yard drive 
capped off with a 1-yard run by Bien-
Aime to push the score to 21-21.

The two teams traded touchdowns 
again to open up the fourth, with Bien-
Aime finding the endzone for Pace with 
a 38-yard run. Saint Anselm marched 
down the field again to go up 35-28 with 
six-and-a-half minutes left in regulation. 
While the Setters were unable to respond 
on their ensuing possession, the Blue 
and Gold defense came up big to force a 
three-and-out and get the ball back for 
the offense with a little over three minutes 
to play.

Anerella was able to lead the Setters’ 
offense down the field, capped off with 
a 37-yard touchdown strike to Jones to 
pull within one. A penalty on the score 
pushed the point after attempt back to 15 
yards, and the attempt was no good. Pace 
was able to secure one final opportunity 
after recovering the following onside-kick 
attempt, but the Saint Anselm defense 
forced a turnover on downs and ran out 
the clock to win, 35-34.

Up Next
The Setters play their final home game 

of the season next Saturday when they 
host LIU Post. It will be Senior Day at 
Pace Stadium with a noon kickoff.

Pace Football Drops Tight Homecoming Contest to Saint Anselm
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pace quarterback dan Anerella drops back to 
pass in the first half  of  saturday’s game.
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PARKWAY PARTY

QB Jack Howe and the Panthers
Brush Aside Visiting Blind Brook
in a Class B Quar ter final Mismatch


