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Prelude
to the

Playoffs

QB Rob DiNota and the Wildcats
Come From Behind to Beat Ardsley
and Earn the Top Seed in Class B
With Sectionals Only a Week Away
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By Andy Jacobs
The Byram Hills football team spent 

the entire second half of Friday night’s 
Class A playoff qualifier trying to catch 
up on the scoreboard with the Harrison 
Huskies. 

In the game’s final minute, the Bobcats 
nearly did. 

But a pair of Brett Stafford passes into 
the end zone, first to Jay Jay Bancone and 
then to Antonio Aversa, fell incomplete, 
sealing a 28-20 victory for the host 
Huskies at McGillicuddy Stadium. Junior 
running back D’Andre Cosby rushed 
for 188 yards and three touchdowns as 
Harrison defeated the Bobcats for the 
second time this season and advanced to 
the quarterfinals of the sectional playoffs. 

“We had a situation where we had a 
chance to win at the end and it just didn’t 
go our way today,” said Bobcats head coach 
Doug Carpenter shortly after his team’s 
comeback bid ended in disappointment. 
“That’s life, but I’m really, really proud of 
how my kids played.”

The Bobcats, winners of four 
consecutive games to close the regular 
season, found themselves trailing 21-6 
at halftime. But a Stafford-to-Bancone 
touchdown pass, the second one of the 
evening, cut the Byram Hills deficit to 
eight points midway through the fourth 
quarter.  And when John Addeo burst 
through the line to block a Huskie punt 
with 17.7 seconds remaining, setting the 
Bobcats up at the Harrison 20-yard line, 
hope remained for a miraculous finish. 

“I just was so proud of how our kids 
battled, like the definition of ‘never quit,’” 
said Carpenter. “It would’ve been easy 
for them to kind of like not go full speed 
and kind of bag it on that punt block. But 
we’ve got some really good kids and they 
cared a lot.”

The blocked punt left the Bobcats with 
8.5 seconds to get into the end zone and 
move within a two-point conversion of 
tying Harrison. On first down, Stafford 

sent a pass high into the air toward the 
right side of the end zone, but Bancone 
was unable to come down with the 
football. 

Then, with just one second remaining 
on the clock, Stafford lobbed a pass into 
the left side of the end zone, toward tight 
end Aversa, whose size at 6-foot-5 has 
created matchup problems for opposing 
defenses. But with three Huskies draped 
around him, the ball fell harmlessly to 
the ground, putting an end to the Byram 
hopes. 

“I was hoping we’d get an opportunity, 
get a couple shots at the end zone, which 
we did,” said Carpenter. “And we came up 
short, and that’s OK. You know, football 
has a lot of lessons to teach. That’s why 
I love it. And one of those lessons is, 
sometimes when your dreams are in front 
of you and you have opportunities, you 
do fall short.”

They fell short mostly because of the 
ability of the Huskies’ Cosby to move the 
football on the ground with his speed. His 
35-yard touchdown run, and the point-
after by Austin Evans, gave Harrison a 
7-0 lead exactly three 
minutes into the 
game. 

The seven-point 
Huskie lead lasted 
until Byram Hills 
began a 10-play, 69-
yard drive late in the 
first quarter that was 
highlighted by a 20-
yard pass play to Matt 
Weiler, immediately 
followed by a 16-
yard Stafford-to-
Aversa completion. 
The Bobcats got on 
the board with 10:48 
left in the half on a 
three-yard TD pass 

to Aversa, but the PAT try by Skyler Healy 
was blocked, keeping Harrison in the 
lead. 

The Huskies quickly answered by going 
48 yards in four plays, with Cosby getting 
to the right sideline and racing 21 yards 
for a touchdown. A Bobcat turnover soon 
gave Harrison the ball at the Byram 22-
yard line, but on third and eight a Frank 
Nannariello pass was picked off by Nick 
Scaglione, ending the threat. 

Unfortunately for the Bobcats, they 
quickly went three-and-out and Harrison 
extended its lead by marching 57 yards 
in six plays, getting a third touchdown 
when Nannariello connected with a wide-
open Ray Sanchez for 31 yards along the 
right sideline. The kick by Evans gave the 
Huskies a 21-6 lead with 4:33 to go in the 
half. 

“They’re a really good team,” said 
Carpenter of the Huskies. “I mean, they 
are multidimensional. They can pound 
the ball inside, they can put the ball in 
the perimeter, they’re well-coached, they 
have a great staff. They came out and won 
the line of scrimmage right away. We 
challenged our kids in the locker room at 
halftime to respond, and they did.”

On their second possession of the third 

quarter, the Bobcats drove 62 yards in 
13 plays, scoring when Stafford found 
Bancone for a 15-yard touchdown. Healy 
added the extra point, narrowing the 
Harrison lead to 21-13 with 3:11 left in 
the period. 

Nearly midway through the fourth 
quarter, Cosby capped a 10-play, 80-
yard drive with an eight-yard burst up 
the middle for his third touchdown. The 
Huskies’ Nannariello twice converted 
on third-down passes to keep the drive 
going.

Trailing by 15 points again, the Bobcats 
responded with a 52-yard drive that 
needed just 19 seconds and three plays. 
The first of them, a long pass to Dean 
Schaefer, covered 27 yards and would 
have turned into a touchdown if he hadn’t 
fallen making the catch.  But two plays 
later, Stafford threw over the middle to 
Bancone for a 25-yard score and Healy 
added the extra point, cutting the Byram 
deficit to 28-20 with 6:18 to go.

The Bobcats soon got the ball back again 
and moved it down to the Harrison 41-
yard line. But on fourth and 10, Stafford 
was sacked by Zach Jones at midfield with 
2:24 on the clock. When the Huskies then 
went three-and-out, Byram got its final 
chance as Addeo blocked the punt. That 
set the stage for the two dramatic passes 
by Stafford into the end zone.

While Harrison now moves on to 
face second-seeded Lourdes in the 
quarterfinals, the Bobcats will have to 
settle for a matchup at home with Hen 
Hud in a consolation bowl on Saturday 
afternoon. 

“It’s kind of awkward at this point where 
a lot of people view the rest of the season 
as, like, whatever, you’re knocked out of 
the playoffs, that’s it,” said Carpenter. 
“But, to me, we don’t get a whole lot of 
opportunities to play the game and coach 
the game. I love it and these guys love 
it. So I’m excited that I have them for a 
couple more weeks.”

the bobcats’ Jay Jay bancone carries the football 
in last Friday’s class A playoff  qualifier at harrison.

byram hills quarterback brett stafford searches 
for an open receiver as he runs out of  the pocket 
in the bobcats’ 28-20 loss to host harrison.

byram hills tight end Antonio Aversa goes airborne as he tries to evade a 
tackle after making a catch in Friday night’s game.

John Addeo tries to pick up some extra yardage 
as he runs with the ball vs. the harrison huskies.

chris stafford of  byram hills carries the ball as 
harrison linebacker Justin Altamuro tries to bring 
him down from behind in Friday night’s playoff  
qualifier.

Andy JAcobs photos

Bobcats’ Comeback Bid Falls Short at Harrison
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By Andy Jacobs
It seems apparent that the Westlake and 

Ardsley football teams are on a collision 
course for a semifinal showdown a couple 
of weeks from now in the Section One, 
Class B playoffs. 

So this past Saturday’s matchup 
between the two schools in the final game 
of the regular season, with some playoff-
worthy last-minute drama, served as quite 
a preview of things to come. 

Fullback Andrew DeBiase ran three 
yards for the go-ahead touchdown on 
the second play of the fourth quarter and 
the Wildcat defense rose to the occasion 
with a lead-preserving goal-line stand in 
the waning moments as Westlake escaped 
with a 21-14 win over the host Panthers 
in a clash between title contenders that 
started the day with identical 5-1 records. 

“Listen, we came on the road, we have 
a purpose,” said Wildcats head coach 
John Castellano shortly after his team 
stopped Ardsley on the 1-yard line in the 
final minute. “Our job is to return to the 
Section One Championship. We know 
Ardsley’s a good football team. They’ve 
got great players. We wanted to come 
here and just play. Have fun and play, and 
I thought we did that.”

The victory, the Wildcats’ third in a 
row since a midseason loss to defending 
champion Pleasantville, earned them the 
top seed in the sectional playoffs, which 
begin next weekend with a quarterfinal 
game against eighth-seeded Bronxville. 

Facing an Ardsley team whose only 
loss also came against Pleasantville, the 
Wildcats had to overcome a 14-7 halftime 
deficit. After Rob DiNota had run one 
yard for a touchdown on the first play 
of the second quarter to complete a 13-
play, 63-yard drive to put Westlake on 
the board, Panther quarterback Julian 
McGarvey delighted the home fans by 
tossing a pair of touchdown passes that 
gave Ardsley the lead at intermission.

“That’s my fault, I’m not doing a good 

job of coaching the secondary,” said 
Castellano after McGarvey had been able 
to convert on a couple of third-down 
passes and one on fourth down during 
the Panthers’ first scoring drive of the 
day. “We’re doing some things different 
back there. We have some young kids 
back there. But that’s on me, that’s not on 
them.”

The Wildcats got the ball to start the 
second half and wound up using nearly 
six minutes as they marched 85 yards 
on 14 plays. DiNota scampered 16 yards 
around right end to score the touchdown, 
then added the extra point that tied the 
game. 

Ardsley was soon forced to punt the 
ball away and the Wildcats took over at 
their own 23-yard line with four minutes 
remaining in the third quarter. They 
proceeded to hold the football for another 
five minutes, running a dozen running 
plays in succession and taking the lead for 
good when the bruising DeBiase crossed 
the goal line from three yards out on the 

second snap of the fourth period. 
The Wildcats had a chance to take 

command of the contest after forcing 
Ardsley into a quick three-and-out. They 
took over at the Panthers’ 43-yard line and 
soon moved the ball down to the 17. But 
the drive stalled there as DiNota’s passes 
on third and fourth down fell incomplete. 

With the reprieve, Ardsley took over at 
its own 20-yard line with 5:45 left on the 
clock. But, moments later, the Panthers 
faced a dire fourth-and-five situation. 
McGarvey calmly completed a do-or-die 
pass over the middle to Vince Manzi for a 
first down at the Wildcats’ 35.

“Yeah, I was surprised he went for 
it because he had two timeouts,” said 
Castellano about the decision by Ardsley 
coach Dan DiFalco.  “Maybe he thought 
he wasn’t gonna get it back, I don’t know. 
He did what he thought he had to do.”

With just over three minutes remaining, 
McGarvey came through on a fourth-
and-six play, throwing to Henry Bretts for 
a first down at the 21-yard line. Another 
pass to Manzi gave the Panthers a first 
down at the 10 with 2:22 to go. McGarvey 
then threw to Bretts once more for eight 
yards, and suddenly the ball was at the 
2-yard line. 

But the Wildcat defense stepped up and 
stopped McGarvey short on a 
quarterback keeper. On third 
down, McGarvey rolled to his 
right and threw the ball out of 
bounds. With 40 seconds left, 
McGarvey rolled right again 
on fourth down, but his pass 
into the end zone to Manzi 
landed short of the target. 
Westlake took over and, three 
DiNota kneel-downs later, 
was celebrating a big victory.

“I was just proud of our 
kids at the end for that goal-
line stand,” said Castellano. 
“That’s something. We’ve 
come a long way in this 
program of dealing with that 
situation — facing adversity 
and finding a way to fight 
through it. I thought we did 
that today.”

Westlake fullback Andrew debiase has room to 
run as he carries the ball in the Wildcats’ win on 
saturday.

Westlake quarterback Rob dinota runs with the 
football during saturday afternoon’s 21-14 win at 
Ardsley. the Wildcats’ dan Grossman tries to shake a 

would-be tackler while carrying the football in the 
final game of  the regular season.

Junior lineman Jacob petfield shares a laugh with 
his teammates as time runs out in saturday’s win 
at Ardsley.

the Wildcat defense converges to tackle Ardsley quarterback Julian McGarvey in saturday’s 21-14 
victory over the host panthers.

Westlake’s dan Grossman (right) and timothy John policarpio 
celebrate after the Wildcats held on to defeat the Ardsley panthers 
with a last-minute, goal-line stand.

Andy JAcobs photos

Late Goal-Line Stand Clinches a Big Win for Westlake
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horace Greeley’s nikki potter sends a pass past 
Fox Lane’s sara Florez in last week’s game that 
ended in a 4-4 deadlock.

horace Greeley standout carly Levitz lines up a 
forehand en route to a victory in singles at last 
week’s conference tennis tournament at White 
plains high school.

Miles Levy of  Fox Lane moves the ball up the 
field in the Foxes’ 1-0 victory over Greeley last 
thursday under the lights.

Fox Lane’s Allesandra brittis-tannenbaum hits a 
forehand in her doubles match at the conference 
tourney last thursday afternoon.

chloe Zilkha of  Greeley smacks a forehand 
return during a singles match at the conference 
tournament.

Fox Lane players, left to right, Miles Levy, tshedup Lama, chris clinton and Victor Ramon form a defensive 
wall in front of  goalie charlie Kimsal as Greeley’s William seidman boots the ball.

Fox Lane’s charlie Fink and Greeley’s Ryan 
sullivan battle in the air for the ball in last week’s 
game.

Greeley’s Luke balaj and Fox Lane’s John Kowalski 
fight for control of  the ball in last week’s game, 
won by the visiting Foxes.

Fox Lane’s Leah tuluca prepares to hit a 
backhand during a singles match last thursday at 
the conference championships.

Fox Lane’s Maeve Luparello controls the ball in 
the Foxes’ recent home game vs. Greeley.

danielle palladino of  Fox Lane sends the ball up 
the field during the 4-4 tie with horace Greeley 
last week.

Miles bomback of  Greeley has a step on Fox 
Lane’s chris clinton as they pursue the ball in last 
thursday night’s game.

Andy JAcobs photos
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Laine peterson of  Westlake bumps the ball 
during the second game last thursday evening 
at briarcliff.

Kaleigh Gowan of  briarcliff  returns a serve during 
the bears’ home match vs. the Westlake Wildcats.

Westlake’s Marianna Leone chases after the ball 
in Friday’s 2-1 win over pleasantville. she scored 
both Wildcat goals. stacie Kinlan of  Westlake rises for a block as 

briarcliff’s hannah Rallis tries to tip the ball over 
the net in last thursday evening’s match.

Juliana castellano of  Westlake boots the ball 
during the first half  of  Friday’s 2-1 win over 
visiting pleasantville.

Analese picart of  pleasantville has control of  the 
ball during the panthers’ road game vs. Westlake 
on Friday afternoon.

Westlake’s syndney Roell sends the ball over the 
net in last week’s match at briarcliff  high school.

pleasantville’s Lyndsey Minerva dribbles across 
the field in the first half  of  Friday’s game at 
Westlake.

byram hills’ Jordan drossman races toward the 
ball late in the second half  of  Friday’s game vs. 
Rye.

briarcliff’s Anna Albert rises to smack the ball 
over the net in thursday’s volleyball match vs. 
Westlake.

yusuf  hafez of  byram hills is chased by a pair 
of  Rye players during Friday’s home win by the 
bobcats. ben Matza of  byram hills tries to get toward the 

goal in the final minutes of  the bobcats’ lopsided 
win over visiting Rye.

Andy JAcobs photos
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CROSS COUNTRY
L e a g u e  C h a m p i o n s h i p s

C r o t o n  P o i n t  P a r k
O c t o b e r  1 0 - 1 1 ,  2 0 1 7

Andy JAcobs photos

Members of  the Fox Lane girls’ cross country team run together at the start of  last tuesday’s league 
championship meet.

horace Greeley’s Isabella smith has the lead with less than a mile to go before finishing in 
fourth place.

Westlake’s Mary Lyons is on her way 
to a first-place finish in the League 
3A championships last Wednesday 
afternoon.

briarcliff’s Lauren Rogers finished in 
second place in a field of  39 runners.

briarcliff’s Mark Rogers runs to a third-
place finish last week at croton point 
park.

pleasantville’s Aidan Lynch runs along 
the river on his way to a fourth-place 
finish last Wednesday.

diana santini of  Valhalla wound up 
fourth in the league championships.

Meagan Moky of  Fox Lane finished 
in second place, helping the Foxes 
easily secure the team title.

Kristofer Arboleda of  Greeley 
finished second among 105 
runners at the League 1d 
championships last tuesday 
afternoon.

Robert Feeney of  pleasantville 
took second place in League 3A, 
helping the panthers win the team 
title.

Fox Lane’s sam barton heads for 
the finish line en route to a third-
place finish.

 Katie Freeman of  Fox Lane was the 
winner by 10 seconds in the League 
1d championships last tuesday.

Fox Lane’s Kathleen patalino wound 
up in third place in the League 1d 
race at croton.
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briarcliff’s dan cavanagh tries to run past putnam 
Valley’s tim sainz in the second half  of  saturday’s 
game.

dan huegel of  briarcliff/hamilton carries the 
football during saturday’s homecoming game vs. 
putnam Valley.

Eli peretz of  Greeley uses his head to move the 
ball across the field in the Quakers’ home game 
vs. Fox Lane last thursday evening.

horace Greeley’s Katie sternkopf  hits a backhand 
return during doubles action at the conference 
championships last thursday afternoon.

henry Anderson of  briarcliff/hamilton gets set to 
fire a pass down the field in the 26-0 home loss 
on saturday afternoon.

pleasantville’s Amber nanaj controls the ball near 
midfield as Westlake’s Vanessa Lembo chases in 
Friday afternoon’s game.
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FRANTIC FINISH

Jay Jay Bancone and the Bobcats
Battle to the Final Thrilling Play
in a Playoff Qualifier at Harrison


