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Brett Stafford Tosses Three TD Passes
as Byram Hills Edges Lakeland 24-23
in a Friday Thriller Under the Lights
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By Andy Jacobs
Westlake football fans attending 

Saturday night’s annual Homecoming 
Game and halftime fireworks 
extravaganza had to wait a little bit longer 
than they probably anticipated for the 
Wildcats to get the entertainment started.

But a Rob DiNota-to-Tyler Eglauf 70-
yard pass completion on the first play of 
the second quarter set up the Wildcats’ 
first touchdown of the evening and finally 
gave the huge crowd something to cheer 
about. By the end of the night, the fans 
had been treated to a dazzling display in 
the sky and five touchdowns from the 
home team. 

Fullback Andrew DeBiase ran for three 
touchdowns and DiNota scored the other 
two as Westlake, after a slow start under 
the portable lights, rolled to a 32-7 victory 
over visiting Edgemont and improved 
to 5-1 with one week left in the regular 
season.

“This Homecoming thing is the best 
I’ve ever seen and I think the kids get 
wrapped up in it a little bit and we were a 
little flat when we started,” said Wildcats 
coach John Castellano afterwards. “But, 
hey, sometimes you’ve got to win games 
like this when you’re not playing your 
best football, and we did.”

The game was still scoreless as the 
teams changed ends after the first quarter 
and Castellano, reluctant to throw the 
ball up until then, decided it was time to 
take advantage of the stiff breeze now at 
the Wildcats’ backs. From his own 28-
yard line, DiNota dropped back to pass to 
start the second period and found Eglauf, 
a senior tight end, wide open down the 
middle of the field.

The Panthers managed to trip him up 
just before the goal line, but two plays 
later DeBiase blasted into the end zone 
for a two-yard touchdown. The point-
after kick by DiNota gave the Wildcats a 
7-0 advantage. 

“You know what happened, we didn’t 
have the wind in the first quarter,” said 
Castellano. “We were a little worried 
about throwing it. But on the first play 
of the second quarter, I told ‘em, ‘Hey, 

they’ve got about 11 guys four yards from 
the line of scrimmage. We’ve got to throw 
the ball.’ We had the wind and Rob made 
a great throw, he (Eglauf) made a great 
catch and that kind of got us started.”

But Edgemont answered right back, 
marching down the field over the next 
two and a half minutes to tie the game 
when quarterback Frank Sayegh, who 
wound up completing 20 of 33 passes for 
224 yards, tossed an 18-yard touchdown 
pass to Gehrig Chao and kicker Will Funk 
added the extra point.

Unfortunately for the Panthers, they 
never scored again after that and Westlake 
soon reclaimed the lead for good. On 
their next possession, the Wildcats drove 
60 yards in seven plays, all on the ground, 
and scored the go-ahead touchdown 
when DiNota crossed the goal line from 
a yard out.

Daniel Grossman provided runs of 
13 yards and then 14 on the drive, and 
Westlake maintained its 14-7 lead at 
intermission as Dylan Ahern picked off 
a Sayegh pass to end a 
Panther drive and then 
DiNota intercepted 
another one in the end 
zone on the final play of 
the half. 

Castellano conceded 
that he and his players 
didn’t get the chance to 
see any of the fast-paced, 
10-minute fireworks 
show at halftime, but 
with the Wildcats 
clinging to just a small 
lead he made sure to 
provide them with a 
worthy alternative.

“14-7 at the half, there 
were enough fireworks 
in that locker room,” 

he joked. “They (the Panthers) had a 
great scheme, caught us off guard a little 
bit. Brian (Connolly) is a great coach, 
he’s been around a long time. He knows 
what to do. I guess their idea was the 
short, quick passes, run the ball with 
the quarterback and keep us off the field 
offensively. Our assistant coaches made 
some great adjustments at halftime, they 
really did. I thought we did a great job 
at halftime of adjusting to some of the 
things they were doing and it showed in 
the second half.”

The third quarter began with Edgemont 
using up over six minutes of the clock, 
but the drive that began at the Panthers’ 
12-yard line stalled at the Westlake 15 
when Sayegh’s fourth-and-five pass fell 
incomplete. Just five plays later, though, 
the Panthers recovered a Wildcat fumble 
near midfield. 

But Edgemont then proceeded to go 
three and out, and the punt rolled to a 
stop at the Wildcats’ 24. On first down, 
DiNota, who finished with 115 yards on 
the ground and 75 in the air, ran for a 16-
yard gain. Two plays later, DiNota burst 
past the line of scrimmage and raced 
45 yards up the middle of the field for 
a touchdown. He missed the PAT, but 

Westlake had a 20-7 cushion with 2:31 left 
in the third quarter.

The Wildcats’ Nicholas Colabatistto 
soon recovered a Sayegh fumble and, six 
plays later, a half minute into the final 
period, DeBiase rumbled right for the 
first of his two 11-yard touchdowns that 
ended the game’s scoring. The second 
one came less than two minutes after the 
first following a botched Panther punt 
attempt that gave Westlake the ball at the 
Edgemont 30. 

“He’s a great runner and he’s tough 
to bring down,” said Castellano about 
DeBiase, who on a couple of occasions 
carried four or five Panthers with him. “I 
thought he really took control at the end 
of the third, and in the fourth quarter it 
became his show.”

DiNota’s final PAT try caromed off the 
goal post for his third consecutive miss 
and Castellano is well aware the kicking 
game, and a few other things, need to 
improve before this coming Saturday’s big 
clash at Ardsley.

“You’re not kidding, man, you can’t 
leave points off the board like that,” he 
said. “And you know what’s funny? Early 
in the year, we had no problem. We were 
making ‘em.”

The Wildcats figure to need every 
single point they can score when they face 
Ardsley, another Class B contender with 
just one loss this season.

“Yeah, it’s gonna be tough,” predicted 
Castellano. “We can’t play like we did 
tonight and win that game. I know that 
and I think the kids know that too. So 
we’ve got to regroup and we have to have 
a better sense of purpose next week.”

Westlake’s dylan Ahern runs with the ball after 
making a first-half  interception in saturday’s 
game.

Westlake fullback Andrew debiase takes several 
Edgemont players along for a ride as he carries 
the football on saturday evening.

the Westlake defense tackles Edgemont quarterback Frank sayegh 
and the ball winds up on the ground, where it was recovered by the 
Wildcats’ nichola colabatistto.

Quarterback Rob dinota breaks through the line 
of  scrimmage on his way to a 45-yard touchdown 
run vs. visiting Edgemont.

Andrew debiase finds himself  in the end zone 
after one of  his two 11-yard touchdown runs in 
the fourth quarter vs. Edgemont.

Andy JAcobs photos

Wildcats Pull Away in the Second Half at Homecoming 
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By Andy Jacobs
Byram Hills quarterback Brett Stafford 

tossed three second-half touchdown 
passes Friday night, while   teammate Jay 
Bancone proved to be a gutsy, inspirational 
sidekick by making big plays all evening 
despite a high fever that should have kept 
him home.

But it still took a bit of serendipity on 
the game’s final play before the Bobcats 
were able to escape with a thrilling 24-
23 victory and spoil host Lakeland’s 2017 
Homecoming. The roller-coaster ride 
ended with the Hornets unable to convert 
on their extra-point try that would have 
sent the teams into overtime. 

The Bobcats had been kept off the 
scoreboard until Skyler Healy booted a 
33-yard field goal that tied the score on 
the last play of the opening half. But they 
came back on the field for the second half 
and erupted for three touchdowns via 
their passing game, turning a contest that 
had been plagued by early penalties into a 
thrill-a-minute nail-biter.   

“This is the stuff that you dream about 
as a little kid coming out on Friday night,” 
said Bobcats head coach Doug Carpenter, 
who told the Hornets’ Mike Meadows 
afterwards that the two schools should 
play a lot more often.

“I told him I wish we could play 10 
times because this was fun football,” 
added Carpenter. “I feel awful for the kid 
who missed the extra point. I just hope he 
uses that as motivation. You hate to walk 
off on a win like that, but being a kicker in 
high school football I think is one of the 
hardest things you can do.”

Long before his game-ending 
misfortune, the Hornets’ Jorge Duque 

had started the evening’s scoring when 
he kicked a 26-yard field goal with 2:38 
left in the opening quarter. Lakeland’s 
3-0 lead held up for quite a while as the 
Bobcats had an apparent Stafford-to-
Antonio Aversa 17-yard touchdown pass 
called back by a penalty with just under 
five minutes remaining in the half and 
Healy’s subsequent 37-yard field-goal try 
was blocked.

Byram Hills had another opportunity 
to even the score with just 4.4 seconds left 
on the clock before halftime. The 33-yard 
field goal by Healy sent the teams trotting 
off the field and Lakeland’s newest Hall of 
Fame inductees onto it. 

When play resumed, it didn’t take long 
for the Bobcats to gain the upper hand. 
They moved 69 yards on six plays and 
grabbed the lead when Stafford threw 
a long pass down the right sideline that 
Chris Stafford won a battle for and then 
tiptoed along the sideline for the last 30 

yards to complete a 61-yard play. The 
point-after gave Byram a 10-3 edge not 
quite three minutes into the third quarter. 

The ill Bancone soon made a big impact 
by intercepting a Michael Capozzi pass 
and returning the ball to the Hornets’ 36-
yard line. The Bobcats took advantage by 
scoring their second touchdown seven 
plays later as Stafford, from the 7-yard 
line, lobbed a pass into the left side of 
the end zone that Aversa  hauled in over 
his shoulder. Healy’s PAT stretched the 
Byram Hills margin to 17-3 with 3:25 to 
go in the third quarter.  

But Lakeland finally gave the large 
turnout something to cheer about again 
as John White soon bolted up the middle 
and raced 44 yards for a touchdown in the 
final minute of the period. Then, despite a 
couple of flags that moved the ball to the 
1-yard line, the Hornets failed to run it in 
on the two-point try.  

The Hornets’ comeback continued as 
they began another drive at their own 33 
with five minutes remaining and, four 
plays later, Tommy Barnett got to the left 
sideline and outran everyone 44 yards for 
a touchdown. Capozzi’s pass to White in 
the right side of the end zone for the two-
point conversion tied the game at 17-all 
with 3:38 remaining. 

The Bobcats responded almost 
immediately as quarterback Stafford 
connected with Bancone deep down the 
left sideline on third and eight for his third 
touchdown pass, this one a 59-yarder. 
Healy’s kick gave Byram a 24-17 lead with 
just 2:35 on the clock. 

“His composure has been fantastic,” 
said Carpenter about Stafford, who took 
over when junior quarterback Jack Kenny 
was sidelined. “He’s come a long way. 
He is a tough kid. It’s been fun to watch 
him grow the last several weeks into a 
running/throwing quarterback. He truly 
is a dual-threat quarterback.”

So too, though, is the Hornets’ Capozzi, 
who proceeded to use his legs as well as 
his right arm during a 62-yard drive that 
was kept alive by an interference penalty 
on the Bobcats with just seconds left in 
the game. That paved the way for Capozzi 

to roll to his right and throw to White 
for a touchdown with no time left on the 
clock. 

Regrettably for the Hornets, the point-
after kick by Duque never got very high 
off the ground and wound up sailing 
under the crossbar as the giddy Byram 
players raced off the field in celebration. 

“I was so proud of how resilient our 
kids were,” said Carpenter, just moments 
before getting doused by them with the 
Gatorade bucket. “We are one resilient 
group and we’re gonna enjoy it tonight.”

The victory in their regular-season 
finale was the fourth in a row for the 
Bobcats, who dropped their first two 
games but now get to travel to Harrison 
this weekend for the first round of Class 
A sectional playoffs. 

“We’re gonna see a talented football team 
no matter who we play,” said Carpenter, 
unaware at the time where the Bobcats 
would be heading next. “But we will play 
anybody. We’re not backing down. With 
great work and great preparation, we can 
have another chance to be in a close game 
at the end of the fourth quarter, and that’s 
all we can ask for.”

the bobcats’ Jay bancone finds plenty of  running 
room as he carries the football vs. the Lakeland 
hornets.

byram hills quarterback brett stafford throws a 
pass in the second half  of  Friday night’s game 
at Lakeland.

chris stafford returns a kick during the 24-23 win 
by byram hills on Friday evening.

byram hills tight end Antonio Aversa holds the ball 
in the end zone after making a first-half  catch vs. 
Lakeland. but the touchdown was nullified by a 
flag on the bobcats.

senior running back John Addeo carries the 
football for byram hills in Friday’s victory vs. 
Lakeland.

byram hills head coach doug carpenter watches 
his bobcats in Friday night’s game at Lakeland.

Andy JAcobs photos

Bobcats Escape With a Wild Victory at Lakeland
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horace Greeley first-singles player carly Levitz 
prepares to hit a backhand during her match vs. 
visiting John Jay of  East Fishkill last Wednesday 
afternoon.

briarcliff’s Izzy tola, who scored the only goal in 
the bears’ 1-0 win over pleasantville thursday, 
sends a shot toward the panthers’ net in the 
second half.v

Greeley’s chloe Zilkha reaches to hit a forehand 
return in her match at second singles last week 
against the John Jay patriots.

Kaitlyn Ryan of  briarcliff  moves the ball past 
pleasantville’s Eliza Murphy during last week’s 
1-0 bear victory.

Lyndsey Minerva of  pleasantville and caitlyn 
dornau of  briarcliff  battle for possession of  the 
ball in last week’s game.

Katie sternkopf  of  Greeley concentrates on a 
forehand volley in her match at first doubles vs. 
visiting John Jay of  dutchess county.

Kate stargiotti of  pleasantville controls the ball 
near midfield vs. the host briarcliff  bears.

Greeley third-singles player sammy troob 
retreats behind the baseline to hit a backhand in 
last Wednesday’s home match.

pleasantville goalie Lila donohue makes a save 
in the panthers’ game at briarcliff  last thursday.

briarcliff’s Karina Zielinski pursues the ball in 
the first half  of  last thursday’s home win vs. 
pleasantville.

Greeley first-doubles star Emma hart waits for the 
ball to drop as she sets up for a backhand return 
last Wednesday afternoon.

pleasantville’s Grace capko moves the ball up the field as briarcliff’s Kaitlyn Ryan gives chase in last 
thursday’s game.

S P O R T S 
S C E N E

Andy JAcobs photos
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Arielle Zaccagnino of  byram hills moves the ball 
up the left side of  the field in the second half  of  
Friday’s win over Ardsley.

Fox Lane’s tess Krensky keeps her eyes on the 
ball in the Foxes’ game at Greeley last Wednesday.

Greeley’s Ally Forster moves up the field with the 
ball in the Quakers’ victory over Fox Lane last 
week.

horace Greeley’s Rebecca putnam dribbles past 
Fox Lane’s tess Kensky during last week’s game 
in chappaqua, won by the Quakers.

dylan starker of  byram hills searches for open 
teammates as she runs to the ball in the second 
half  Friday vs. visiting Ardsley.

Fox Lane eighth-grader Alexandra Griffin controls 
the ball in last week’s game vs. horace Greeley.

bryam hills’ Emily cooper races for the ball with 
Ardsley’s brina confino-pinzoni during Friday 
afternoon’s 6-1 bobcat victory.

Jordan troob of  horace Greeley dribbles up the 
field in the second half  against visiting Fox Lane.

Ramy berenblum of  byram hills takes the ball 
across the field in the bobcats’ lopsided home win 
on Friday.

the bobcats’ Kallie hoffman controls the ball near 
midfield early in the second half  vs. the Ardsley 
panthers.

nicole hidalgo of  Fox Lane boots the ball in last 
Wednesday’s game vs. the Quakers.

Greeley’s brianna Gadaleta surveys the field 
during last Wednesday’s home game.

Andy JAcobs photos
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focus on
F O O T B A L L 

W e e k  S i x

Luca Lombardi of  briarcliff/hamilton is stopped 
just short of  a first down after making a catch in 
the bears’ 7-3 loss to croton.

briarcliff  senior dan cavanagh has room to 
run during saturday afternoon’s game vs. host 
croton-harmon.

nick Reish throws the football for briarcliff/
hamilton during a fake punt in the fourth quarter 
of  saturday’s game at spencer Field. the bears’ chris taveras tackles Andrew Fahey of  

croton in the 7-3 win by the host tigers.

Valhalla quarterback Ralph Gonzalez runs out of  the pocket looking for an open receiver during the 
Vikings’ win over visiting bronxville on saturday.

the bears’ nick Reish makes a spectacular catch in traffic while falling to the grass in saturday’s game 
vs. the croton tigers.

Valhalla’s Michael Ferrara carries the football in the first half  of  saturday evening’s 17-0 home victory 
over the bronxville broncos.
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Byram Hills High School will host its fourth annual No Man Down Lacrosse 
Classic tournament on Sunday, Nov. 5. The tournament, held close to Veterans 
Day, raises money to benefit service-related charities. All proceeds from this year’s 
tournament, raised from team registration fees, concession sales and donations 
from local sponsors as well as Lax.com, will go to Building for America’s Bravest.  

As in past years, the tournament is expected to draw top youth and high school 
teams from around the tri-state area. 

Tom Grotta of Byram Hills Youth Lacrosse said Building for America’s Bravest 
is an “incredible organization.” Its mission is to build “smart homes” for the most 
catastrophically injured service members returning from combat. Each home is 
custom designed to address the unique needs of the individual. Energy efficient, 
automated and easily accessible, these homes use “adaptive technology” to help the 
most severely injured heroes live better, more independent lives.  

Grotta said for last year’s donation recipient, U.S. Army Cpl. Christopher Levi, the 

plans for his new smart home are now complete, the town has given all approvals 
and ground was broken this summer.

“(No Man Down) hopes to be a part of the ribbon cutting when the house is 
completed,” Grotta added.  

Last year tournament organizers were recognized by the New York State Assembly. 
In a citation issued by Assemblyman David Buchwald, volunteers from Byram Hills 
High School and Byram Hills Youth Lacrosse were commended for their efforts at 
organizing the tournament and raising money for various veterans charities. In 
2015, the Westchester County Board of Legislators formally acknowledged the 
group’s work with a proclamation declaring Dec. 21, 2015, Byram Hills No Man 
Down Lacrosse Classic Day in Westchester County.

The organizers are hoping to get as many teams registered as soon as possible. To 
register your team or to learn more about how you may contribute, visit to:  http://
nmdlaxtourney.assn.la/.

WESTLAKE HOMECOMING

A huge crowd turned out to see some halftime fireworks and watch the Westlake football team defeat 
Edgemont.

young Mt. pleasant cheerleaders charge onto the field for halftime introductions on saturday night.
Like
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to purchase a digital file, email us at 
photos@theexaminernews.com. 

Just include the name of the student athlete  
featured in the picture or pictures you’re  

interested in buying, the tuesday publication 
date in which the image or images appeared 

and the page number or numbers.  
photos are $25 each.

Byram Hills To Host Fourth Annual No Man Down Fall Lax Classic 
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Huegel in a Hurry

Dan Huegel Turns Upfield After Making a Catch
for Briarcliff/Hamilton on Saturday Afternoon
in a Game at Croton-Harmon’s Spencer Field


