
By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board last 

Wednesday unanimously objected to a 
California-based treatment center’s state 
application to operate a residential facility 
in a house on a quiet Armonk street for 
teens suffering from mental health issues.

In a resolution read by Town Clerk 
Alison Simon prior to the vote, the board 
lodged its objection to loud, approving 
applause to Paradigm Treatment 
Centers’ proposed move into an eight-
bedroom house at 14-16 Cole Drive. The 
objection was based on a belief there 
is an overconcentration of community 
residential facilities in the area.

It also questioned whether the proposed 
treatment center that would help teenagers 
with depression, anxiety and trauma, 

among other problems, complies with the 
Padavan Law because its residents would 
be transient, treated for 30- to 45-day 
intervals, rather than permanent or long-
term stays. The intent of the law, which 
was passed by the state legislature in 1978, 
was to take the developmentally disabled 
and people suffering from mental health 
issues out of institutionalized settings and 
place them in neighborhood residences 
under supervised care.

Paradigm has stated that up to eight 
individuals would be treated at the site at 
one time.

“When I look at the proposal and 
looking at the number of residents who 
would be there on a monthly basis, we 
could have potentially 96 family members 
living there at that facility over the course 

By Anna Young
Outspoken Horace Greeley High 

School students spent more than an hour 
at last Wednesday’s Chappaqua Board of 
Education meeting urging district officials 
to retain a popular guidance counselor 
who may be denied tenure.

More than 30 students confronted 
trustees over rampant speculation that 
Student Life Coordinator Kristin Spillane 
may be leaving the district because her 
position could be dissolved.

“We’ve been through a lot over the past 
few years, we’ve had to deal with teachers 
and administrators who have let us down 
in grave, grave ways,” senior Lucy Benack 
said. “When a staff member with this much 
care and ability carries out the duties of her 
job with such rigger and enthusiasm, they 

must be kept and treasured.”
In 2014, Spillane was hired for the newly 

minted position of outreach counselor 
for students, helping them to feel more 
connected to the school community. 

While it has not been confirmed if the 
consideration to jettison the counselor 
is based on performance or budgetary 
issues, Spillane was allegedly informed of 
the decision via a recent memo without 
receiving a performance review or meeting 
with the district’s administration, The 
Examiner learned.

“I’m worried about what will happen if 
the kids don’t have the kind of program 
they’ve had thus far,” said Guidance 
Department Cahir Christine Petrillo and 
the Jan. 25 meeting “I am begging you to 
reconsider the position and look closely at 

By Martin Wilbur
Pleasantville joined the swelling 

numbers of communities across the 
nation Sunday afternoon that protested 
President Donald Trump’s executive 
order to restrict travel by refugees and 
immigrants from seven predominantly 
Muslim countries.

Carrying signs and chanting slogans 
such as “No hate, no fear, refugees are 
welcome here,” close to 300 local residents 
met at the Memorial Plaza gazebo and 
circled downtown several times before 
singing “We Shall Overcome.” 

They pledged to step up pressure 
and force elected officials at all levels 
of government to denounce Trump’s 
executive order and vowed to continue 
communicating their outrage until the 
order is rescinded. 

“This is not what the country is about 
and we feel it’s really important to make 
our voices heard,” said Amanda Dundas, 
a village resident and a member of 

the recently formed group Indivisible 
Pleasantville, which organized the 
demonstration over the weekend 
through social media. “We’re a nation of 
immigrants and this is not something we 
find acceptable.”

The Pleasantville protest was scheduled 
after demonstrations were held at airports 
throughout the United States on Saturday. 
More demonstrations were held in towns 
and cities nationwide on Sunday. Dozens 
of travelers from the seven countries –
Syria, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan 
and Yemen – have been detained, many 
of whom held valid visas or green cards. 

A large number of protestors on Sunday 
brought their children to walk with them. 
Passing cars honked horns in solidarity.

Victoria Neilson, a Pleasantville 
resident and an immigration attorney 
with the Immigrant Justice Corps who 
was at JFK Airport early Sunday morning, 
said the notion that refugees from mostly 
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Close to 300 protestors of  all ages gathered Sunday afternoon in Pleasantville demonstrating against 
President Donald Trump’s executive order last week placing severe travel restrictions on refugees and 
immigrants from seven Muslim nations.
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Muslim countries are dangerous is “made 
up” and is nothing but “hate against 
Muslim people.” 

The vetting process for the typical 
refugee takes about two years and has 
been effective, she said.

“There’s no one more grateful to be 
an American than someone who has 
fled violence somewhere else, and so I 
can’t think of a more core value for our 
government to attack than being a beacon 
of hope for people fleeing from around 
the world,” said Neilson, who added that 
the scene at the airport was marked by 

confusion, including one woman who 
was detained for 29 hours. “I can’t help 
think of something more upsetting for 
this administration to do.”

Many of the demonstrators remarked 
how they were appalled at the religious 
test that is apparently part of Trump’s 
executive order. Evan Kingsley and his 
wife, Dara Meyers-Kingsley, said each of 
their families escaped Nazi Germany and 
found refuge in the United States.

“I’m particularly incensed by what 
happened this past weekend and it’s an 
issue that hits home for me because my 
own father and grandparents, just as my 

wife’s mother and grandparents, were 
refugees from Germany in the late 1930s 
and if it were not for the welcome of 
America, I wouldn’t be here today, nor 
would my family,” Kingsley said.

Marty Schwimmer, another 
Pleasantville resident, said he understands 
those who want to protect the country 
from terrorists. On Sept. 11, 2001, he 
lived in downtown Manhattan and saw 
firsthand the death and destruction on 
9/11. However, for the United States 
to target specific groups of people is 
inexcusable and will ultimately fail, he 
said.

“I’m as concerned about security as 
anyone else,” Schwimmer said. “I think 
that if we’re going to do extreme vetting, 
let’s do extreme vetting of people who 
own assault rifles. Let’s do that first. 
Terrorism is a real situation, we must do 
it correctly, and I’m in favor of careful 
vetting, effective vetting. Extreme vetting 
is a sort of branding and sells hatred.”

Indivisible Pleasantville co-founder 
Nicole Asquith said the organization was 
formed the day after Election Day, when 
she and several friends were concerned 
about the direction of the country. While 
they were initially uncertain about the 
direction of the group, they have decided 
to address local issues and also weigh in 
on larger issues as they occur.

Asquith said the response from the 

grassroots group during the past week has 
surprised her.

“But clearly people feel very strongly 
about this situation,” she said.

The Chappaqua Interfaith Council and 
the New Castle Community Inclusion 
and Diversity Committee have scheduled 
a public demonstration in opposition to 
the executive order on Wednesday, Feb. 
1 at 7 p.m. at the town’s gazebo on South 
Greeley Avenue.

P’ville Joins Protests Against Trump’s Order on Travel Restrictions
continued from page 1
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Holding signs and chanting slogans were part of  
Sunday’s protest in Pleasantville, which included 
residents marching throughout the village’s 
downtown.

Greeley Students Rally Behind 
Counselor Rumored to Leave
the person that is not going to be granted 
tenure.”

While trustees didn’t comment on the 
matter citing personnel issues, Principal 
Robert Rhodes said more information 
on the situation would be revealed at the 
Mar. 1 board meeting where release of the 
superintendent’s proposed 2017-18 budget 
is expected.

“For an administration that is so focused 
on transparency and communication, this 
comes as a rather surprising step in the 
wrong direction,” senior Kasha Ludwitz 

said. “We are learning to rely on adults 
on this campus, trusting them to help us. 
To lose out on such a (link) between the 
faculty and student body would not just be 
imprudent, but could reverse any progress 
achieved.”

Ludwitz also called on school officials to 
consider readjusting the budget over the 
next month in hopes of saving the position 
if fiscal concerns are driving the decision.

Senior Megan Townsend said the student 
body was starting to re-establish trust with 
the administration, acknowledging the 

continued on page 8
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Q: Could I benefit from lung cancer screening?    
A: The Low-Dose CT screen for lung cancer is a new 
form of traditional CT (computed tomography) scan. It 
uses a very low dose of radiation to provide unique 3-D 
information about the lungs, detecting ever-smaller 
lung cancers called nodules. Catching lung cancer early, 
when it’s smallest, has the most impact on prognosis 
and survival. Proof is that the LDCT Scan is reducing 
lung cancer deaths by 20 percent.*

If you meet each of these criteria, the screening, which 
is conducted at Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH), 
could potentially save your life: 

• You are between 55 and 74 years old; 
• You have a smoking history of 30 pack years –

meaning, you smoke (or smoked) one pack daily 
for 30 years, two packs daily for 15 years, 
or three packs daily for 10 years; 

• You currently smoke or quit within the past 15 years; 
• You have no symptoms of lung cancer.

Q: Should I be screened if I feel fine? 
A: If you meet the criteria, absolutely. Early-stage lung 
cancer usually presents no symptoms. Here’s why: The 
lung is a relatively large organ. Now picture a marble 
(the nodule) floating within a big balloon. For the marble 

to have a noticeable impact, it must get bigger. Only 
when that marble becomes the size of an acorn or an 
orange, do symptoms develop. That’s why screening 
is vitally important. Remember that most screening results 
are negative. Only a fractional number of people will need 
a biopsy, and a tiny percentage of those will have lung 
cancer. Also keep in mind that a biopsy performed at NWH 
is done using the most up-to-date, minimally invasive 
method possible. If lung cancer is diagnosed, NWH offers 
comprehensive treatment second to none.

Q: Can I afford the advanced LDCT screening? 
A: The screening is covered by Medicare and most 
commercial insurers. If you meet the criteria, and don’t 
have commercial insurance or Medicare, NWH can help – 
with many payment options and below-average pricing. 
If you can benefit from the screening, we make sure 
you get it.

Q: What steps should I take?
A: If you think you meet the criteria, ask your primary care 
physician about ordering an LDCT. If you don’t have a 
referring doctor, NWH’s nurse practitioner will determine 
your eligibility and possibly order an LDCT. NWH is going 
the extra mile to make this potentially life-saving screening 
100 percent accessible to everyone who needs it. 

If You Smoke or Used to Smoke
Advanced screening could save your life...

Christos Stavropoulos, MD, FACS
Chief, Thoracic Surgery Division
Director, Lung Cancer Program, 
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhcancercenter.org

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

To learn more or to make an 
appointment with our Nurse 
Practitioner, call 914.242.7695
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By Martin Wilbur
The state comptroller’s office last week 

ranked the Bedford Central School District 
as the third most fiscally stressed school 
system in the state at the conclusion of the 
2015-16 school year.

In Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli’s 
annual fiscal monitoring system, Bedford 
jumped by 31.7 percent to a score of 60 
percent and was listed as one of nine 
districts in the state to be under moderate 
fiscal stress. The system uses financial 
indicators that include year-end fund 
balance, short-term borrowing and 
patterns of operating deficits to create 
an overall fiscal stress score that places it 
in categories of significant, moderate or 
susceptible to fiscal stress.

Bedford is one of 59 schools to be cited 
in one of those three categories. Only the 
Hempstead Union Free School District 
and the Wyandanch Union Free School 
District, both in Long Island, had worse 
rankings. Those were the only two districts 
to land in the significant stress category.

“We were in a difficult situation,” said 
Bedford Assistant Superintendent for 
Business Angelo Rubbo. “We’re working 
on the budget (for next year) and while 
we’re not too concerned about it at this 
point, we’re striving to to

Last spring, Bedford was forced to 
reduce staff by 52 positions to help balance 
its 2016-17 budget after the originally 

proposed spending plan for this year 
exceeded the tax cap and narrowly failed 
to receive the required 60 percent support 
from voters. Initially, the district faced an 
$8.8 million budget deficit.

In a letter from the district to the 
community last week, Bedford originally 
used $2.6 million in reserves for the 
2015-16 budget, then had to take out an 
additional $3.9 million stemming from 
sharp increases in health insurance and 
special education costs. 

The board of education was able to 
limit the use of fund balance for this year’s 
budget to $320,000 and a positive fund 
balance is expected, the letter stated.

However, adding to the financial stress, 
Bedford is ranked as having the fourth 
largest English Language Learner growth 
and the seventh highest percentage of 
English Language Learners of the 46 
school districts in Westchester and Putnam 
counties. It also is ranked 11th in free and 
reduced lunch participation program in 
the two counties.

Despite the numbers show Bedford is a 
relatively high-need school district with a 
significant at-risk population, it is ranked 
40th of the 46 districts in state aid received, 
according to the district’s website.

“The Bedford Board of Education has 
worked diligently to address the budget 
model and is working with community 
members on advocacy efforts to address 

inequities in Federal and State funding,” 
last week’s letter to the community read.

Rubbo said the district will be within 
its contractual guidelines for class size, 
which is a maximum of 25 students for 
kindergarten and first grade and no more 
than 28 students for classes in grades 2-5.

In a Facebook post that was recently 
circulated, district parents have urged 

school officials to follow the Board of 
Education class size guidelines for next 
year, which is 23 students for K-2 classes 
and 25 students in grades 3-5.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Christopher Manno is expected to present 
the budget to the board on Feb. 28, Rubbo 
said.

State Comptroller: Bedford a Fiscally Stressed School District
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of the year, it seems to conflict with the 
spirit of the Padavan Law,” said town 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro.

Schiliro also pointed out other problems 
with the Paradigm application, including 
inconsistencies between its promotional 
literature as “one of the leading centers for 
adolescent substance abuse and addiction 
treatment” and statements from the 
center’s representatives that it would treat 
primarily emotionally fragile teens. It was 
also incorrectly stated that the house, 
which is owned by New York Life CEO 
Ted Mathas, has public water and sewer 
when it is served by wells and septic, he 
said.

Since November, when Paradigm was 
obligated under state law to contact the 
town to inform them of its intentions, 
the highly controversial issue has roiled 
residents on Davis Drive and Cole Drive 
who live in close proximity to the house 
and other residents throughout Armonk.

Chestnut Ridge Road resident Terrence 
McLaughlin, who made a lengthy plea 
to the town board on behalf of about 30 
residents before the vote, said the board 
reached the only plausible conclusion.

“I think they made their decision on 

the totality of the record, which spoke for 
itself,” McLaughlin said after the vote. 

Paradigm’s application for an operating 
certificate was received on Jan. 24 by the 
Office of Mental Hygiene (OMH), which 
has jurisdiction over the matter, an OMH 
spokesperson said last Thursday.

Under Article 41.34 of the state Mental 
Hygiene Law, Paradigm may request 
an immediate hearing from the OMH 
commissioner. The law requires the 
hearing to be held within 15 days of a 
request and a determination to be made 
by the commissioner within 30 days after 
the hearing.

The Padavan Law allows for between 
four and 14 residents at a site and does 
not specify a maximum or minimum 
length of stay, according to the OMH 
spokesperson.

Rich Bamberger, a public relations 
spokesman representing Paradigm, 
refuted charges made by opponents that 
the facility would treat teens suffering 
from addictions. 

“This can easily be confirmed by the fact 
that we have applied to the state Office of 
Mental Health for a license,” Bamberger 
said Friday. “If our objective were to treat 
teens for chemical dependency issues, we 

would be applying with a different state 
agency that provides licenses for drug 
treatment programs. Any suggestion to 
the contrary is simply wrong.”

The Office of Alcoholism and Substance 
Abuse Services licenses drug and alcohol 
treatment facilities, he said.

Robert Christmas, Paradigm’s attorney, 
also rejected arguments regarding 
overconcentration and the services 
offered. He said Paradigm currently 
operates four facilities in southern 
California and one in San Francisco. Two 
of those centers treat mental health issues 
only while two others address addiction 
and mental health matters.

“So Paradigm is no novice to mental 
health and addiction is not the sole 
kind of treatment that Paradigm offers,” 
Christmas said.

In his half-hour presentation to the 
board, McLaughlin said the argument for 
overconcentration is valid. While there 
is only one residential treatment facility 
listed in North Castle, according to the 
OMH, there are 17 others within a five-
mile radius of the Cole Drive property 
and 36 others within a 10-mile radius, he 
said.

McLaughlin also said Paradigm had 

failed to provide information requested 
by the town and residents regarding 
whether the wells and septic system could 
handle the heavy use at the house. It also 
misrepresented the type of treatment it 
would be providing and didn’t adequately 
address safety and traffic concerns. 

“Although the members of our 
conservancy and the members of 
this board have raised a number of 
legitimate and serious concerns, the 
applicant has unapologetically refused 
to even acknowledge these concerns or 
demonstrate any real attempt whatsoever 
to assuage them despite their assurances 
that they wish to be good neighbors and 
to respect our community,” McLaughlin 
said.

He declined to comment on the 
likelihood of a potential OMH 
commissioner’s hearing and whether the 
town’s objection may be upheld.

According to the OMH, approved 
operating certificates are initially issued 
for six months followed by a required 
reassessment. Only after a reevaluation 
that shows the sponsoring agency is 
successfully operating the facility would a 
full three-year extension be granted.

No. Castle Formally Objects to Armonk Teen Treatment Center
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle Fire District No. 1 residents 

return to the polls next Tuesday to decide 
whether to borrow up to $2,674,644 to 
buy the old Chappaqua Animal Hospital 
property adjacent to the King Street 
firehouse.

The price of the single proposition 
also includes demolition of the building, 
removing asbestos before the structure is 
torn down and addressing contaminated 
soil on the parcel, said Fire District 
Board of Commissioners Chairman John 
Buckley. 

Buckley said the proposition likely 
represents the last chance for the district 
to acquire the land before it is snatched up 
by a developer.

“There are already people waiting to 
build on that property and this board, 
the last board, got an extension to 
buy the (property) until they hold the 
referendum,” Buckley said.

According to a memo addressed 
to the board of commissioners from 
Fiscal Advisors & Marketing, Inc. of 
Mechanicville, N.Y., a firm that advises 
local governments, the proposed bonds 
would be amortized over a 22-year span. 
The projected average annual debt would 
be $174,715; however, Buckley said 
commissioners have announced their 
intention to transfer the $200,000 placed 
each year in the district’s Building Reserve 

Contribution to be used to offset the cost 
of the debt service.

If the board follows through on that 
plan, there will be no tax impact on 
taxpayers, Buckley said. Otherwise, the 
average district homeowner would be hit 
with an annual $57.60 tax increase.

Buckley stressed that unlike the 
controversial firehouse expansion 
referendum that accompanied the land 
acquisition vote in October, there are 
currently no plans to revisit enlarging the 
facility at 495 King St.

But what makes next week’s vote crucial 
for the district is that if voters fail to 

approve the proposition, the opportunity 
to expand on that site at some point in 
the future will likely be lost, he said. As 
a result, when a future board decides it 
needs a larger firehouse, it would have to 
pay tens of millions of dollars to acquire a 
new site and build another structure from 
scratch in a location that’s not as centrally 
located as the King Street site.

While $1,620,000 of the money would 
pay for the acre-plus parcel, which may 
seem excessive, the price may be higher 
because it’s been coveted by developers 
for a long time, Buckley said.

“There are people wanting to build on it 

and are willing to pay it if we don’t get an 
approval on (Feb. 7),” he said. “Someone 
will build on that property, and the fire 
department is going to be stuck in its 
corner lot.”

The same land acquisition proposition 
was defeated by a little more than 100 
votes on Oct. 25. The $12.6 million 
firehouse expansion was badly defeated 
by about a 6-1 margin amid frustration 
at long lines during polling hours and 
charges that the commissioners failed 
to effectively communicate why a major 
expansion was needed.

Other previously discussed options, 
such as selling the old Senter Street 
firehouse, are also on the table for the 
commissioners to gather more money, 
Buckley said. However, since there is 
both functioning and antique equipment 
housed at the Senter Street location, 
the district would have to find another 
location to house those items. 

This month there were five public 
outreach sessions explaining the details 
of the vote, the last of which is tonight 
(Tuesday) at 7 p.m. at the firehouse.

Polls will be open to all registered 
voters living in the district from 6 a.m. to 
9 p.m. at the King Street firehouse next 
Tuesday, Feb. 7. Information related to the 
proposition can be found at www.ncfd1.
org.

New Castle Fire District Ready for Critical Land Purchase Vote

New Castle Fire District No. 1 will hold a $2.67 million referendum next Tuesday asking the public to buy 
the old Chappaqua Animal Hospital property adjacent to the King Street firehouse (above).
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials reviewed a draft 

of the town’s updated Comprehensive 
Plan last week and are expected to 
submit comments to the planning 
department by tonight (Tuesday) as the 
update process reaches its final stages.

The town board discussed issues 
related to the document with Director 
of Planning Sabrina Charney Hull and 
Assistant Planner Samantha Leroy 
at the Jan. 24 work session. A joint 
meeting involving the town board and 
the planning board has been scheduled 
for Feb. 15.

No date for the opening of the 
upcoming public hearing or when the 
eventual adoption of the updated plan 
may occur.

Last week board members sought to 
understand how specific the plan should 
be in outlining the town’s vision for the 
next generation. Hull reminded them 
that the updated Comprehensive Plan 
lays out broad goals and policies under 
a handful of sections, and officials will 
begin listing priorities and discussing 
implementation after adoption.

“The adoption of this document is 
not about that prioritization,” Hull said. 
“That comes after you would have a 

policy statement that sets forth a bunch 
of things that you think are achievable.”

The categories outlined in the new 
plan include livable built communities, 
harmony with nature, resilient economy, 
healthy community and responsible 
regionalism. That differs sharply from 
the 1989 plan, which highlighted more 
specific priorities for residential and 
commercial development, for example, 
that was based on information available 
in the 1980s.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said 
current board members have overseen 
the public outreach, and the goals that 
will appear in the plan were directed 
by the community. But the current 
board should allow future officials the 
flexibility they need to address issues 
as they arise and not be handcuffed by 
restrictions based on today’s priorities.

“This is a very broad policy,” 
Greenstein said. “I don’t think our goal 
is to make this document, and make 
future town boards, be bound by this 
document.”

One portion of the plan that may 
be edited in the coming weeks relates 
to Chappaqua Crossing. During last 
week’s discussion, Councilwoman Lisa 
Katz raised objections to language 
included in the document that alluded 
to Chappaqua Crossing as a third 
hamlet. 

Study of the hamlets during the public 
outreach focused on the traditional 
Chappaqua and Millwood downtown 
business centers and did not take into 
account the former Reader’s Digest 
property, which was a single project and 
not part of the wider discussions on the 
plan, she said.

“Now it’s being included in the plan 
when it was kept out of the plan,” Katz 
said. “That to me is a serious issue and 
a serious global issue that people didn’t 
weigh in on.”

Language in that section is expected 
to be revised by next week.

Also reviewed during last week’s 
wide ranging talks was how the public 
will be able to review the document. 
Leroy demonstrated the portal under 
construction that will be accessible 
through the town’s website to allow 
visitors to access extensive information 
about the plan that will be eye catching 
and user-friendly.

The town first embarked on the 
Comprehensive Plan update in 
October 2012. Greenstein thanked 
all the current and former members 
of the Comprehensive Plan Steering 
Committee and the residents who 
turned out to shape the plan.

“This process has involved an 
unprecedented amount of community 
input,” Greenstein said. “Their desires, 
hopes and opinions about New Castle 
formed the basis of the document. This 
document represents a real collaborative 
community effort.”

New Castle Enters Final Stage Before Comp Plan Adoption

6

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
New Castle Supervisor Robert Greenstein speaks 
to the town board during last week’s discussion 
on the remaining tasks that await the town before 
adoption of  the updated Comprehensive Plan.
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By Anna Young
Bedford Road School fourth-graders 

learned firsthand the difficulties of living 
with a disability or serious health concern 
last Friday.

The Pleasantville school’s annual Walk 
in My Shoes event saw students rotate 
through seven stations every 10 minutes. 
At each station, parents told the youngsters 
about the everyday challenges people face 
who are blind or suffer from dyslexia, 
Tourette syndrome, communication 
disorders, sensory integration disorder, 
lack of fine motor skills and diabetes. 

With assistance from the Special 
Education Parent Teacher Association 
(SEPTA), the PTA-sponsored program 
provides students with an understanding 
of the struggles facing some of their 
peers, focusing mainly on difficulties they 
experience in school. 

“Character education programs like 
this help reduce incidents of bullying and 
harassment,” Superintendent of Schools 
Mary Fox-Alter said. “This program builds 
awareness, empathy and understanding, 
students who participate are more sensitive 
to the daily challenges that another student 
with a handicap can face.”

Students experienced the impact of 
poor vision by wearing vision blurring 
glasses while reading and trying to walk 
in a straight line. They learned the strains 
of living with sensory integration disorder 

while wearing gloves and trying to identify 
items in a box by touch and stringing beads 
on a thin rope.

Students gained a greater understanding 
of those with speech disorders by playing 
a game of telephone with their tongues 
out. They sought help from friends when 
they were forced to put on clothing using 
one hand and they realized the effects 
of Tourette syndrome when they were 
interrupted from writing every 30 seconds 
by the sound of a bell and forced to put 
their hands up and move their head side to 
side while clapping five times. 

This year, Walk in My Shoes also 
featured Bedford Road School fourth-
grader Nyahak Pierre, who hosted the 
student-run station. Pierre, who has had 
diabetes since she was six years old, said 
it was important for her classmates to see 
what she goes through to stay healthy.

With assistance from Principal Peggy 
Galotti and fourth-grade science teacher 
Chrissie Moses, who also suffers from 
diabetes, nutrition labels were placed on 
common lunch food items so students 

could put together a meal and adjust their 
carbohydrate intake based on Pierre’s 
dietary restrictions. 

“Having the parents and children 
working together builds an awareness 
and shows that everybody within the 
community is on the same page,” Galotti 
said. “This event is an opportunity for 
students to be challenged by what someone 
faces every day. We can tell them how to 
feel but they gain the understanding by 
doing it.”

Bedford Road Students Learn to Walk in Others’ Shoes

Bedford Road School fourth-grader Nyahak 
Pierre, left in background, and science teacher 
Chrissie Moses work with other students at the 
diabetes station during last Friday’s Walk in My 
Shoes event.

The Benefit Shop in Mt. Kisco to 
Host Auction Feb. 8

The Benefit Shop Foundation, a 
nonprofit auction business in Bedford, 
will hold its first red carpet auction 
of the new year on Wednesday, Feb. 
8. Donations and consignments are 
now being sought for this event at its 
gallery showroom at 185 Kisco Ave. in 
Mount Kisco. 

“The timing of our upcoming 
auction is ideal for individuals who 
want to get a head start on spring 
cleaning or to liquidate items when 

selling their home in the spring 
market,” said Pam Stone, The Benefit 
Shop’s president and founder. 

The proceeds help support over 40 
charities in the Tri-State area, she said.

In addition to the value and 
convenience the shop provides to 
consignors, buyers also benefit by 
getting great deals on a wide variety of 
priceless merchandise.

For more information, visit www.
thebenefitshop.org.

Teen Group - Seesaws of Being a Teen

Is your teen experiencing mood swings, anger, anxiety, worried they don't fi t in with 
friends, stress over daily tasks?  Are they with people that take advantage of them, 
mistreat them and afraid to speak up? Are they becoming more withdrawn, 
not wanting to interact with family or friends? If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, then our group might be for them. Your teen will learn techniques to 
decrease anxiety, address peer pressure issues and enhancing self-esteem and 
confi dence. They will learn techniques by developing one's own identity, overcoming 
negative self-talk, and hear other young woman tell their stories.

STARTS MONDAY MARCH 6, 2017
For teens 8th – 10th grade

Session 1 4:30 pm  – 5:45 pm
Session 2 6:30 pm  – 7:45 pm

WEDNESDAY MARCH 8, 2017  
Session 3 5:00 pm – 6:15 pm 

Gay French Ottaviani.,LCSW • Maria G. Shkreli, MHC.,MFT
914-564-2347

501 Marble Avenue • Pleasantville, New York 10570

Have Valentine’s Day Dinner at

 Lucy's
446 Bedford Road

Pleasantville , N.Y. 10570
COMPLIMENTARY PIZZA 

with the purchase of a $25 bottle of wine.
If you want to continue celebrating into the 

weekend, join us for a Saturday or Sunday Brunch with a 
complimentary bottle of wine.

Have Valentine’s Day Dinner atHave Valentine’s Day Dinner at

Pleasantville , N.Y. 10570

Have Valentine’s Day Dinner atHave Valentine’s Day Dinner at

Pleasantville , N.Y. 10570

CareMount 
Medical is proud 
to welcome 
Internist Jimmy 
Wong, MD Jimmy Wong, MD 

Internal Medicine

Dr. Wong received his 
MD from SUNY School 
of Medicine at Buffalo. 
He completed his 
Residency at St. Vincent’s 
Catholic Medical Center.  

Dr. Wong is Board Certifi ed 
in Internal Medine by 
the American Board of 
Internal Medicine.

caremountmedical.com/wong

Dr. Wong will be seeing 
patients in the Mount 
Kisco Office. 

For more information 
or to schedule an 
appointment with 
Dr. Wong, please call: 

MOUNT KISCO: 

914-241-1050
90 South Bedford Road
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

Health Care That Revolves Around You.

caremountmedical.com

CareMount 
Medical is proud 
to welcome 
Internist Carroll 
Anne Rayner, MD Carroll Anne Rayner, MD

Internal Medicine

Dr. Rayner received her 
MD from Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine. She 
completed her internal 
medicine Residency at 
Mount Sinai Medical Center.  

Dr. Rayner is Board 
Certified in Internal 
Medical by the American 
Board of Internal Medicine.

caremountmedical.com/rayner

Dr. Rayner will be seeing 

patients in the Mount 

Kisco Office. 

For more information 

or to schedule an 

appointment with 

Dr. Rayner, please call: 

MOUNT KISCO: 

914-241-1050
90 South Bedford Road
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

Health Care That Revolves Around You.

caremountmedical.com
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difficult time the community has been 
through with recent events involving 
Christopher Schraufnagel, the former 
drama teacher who pleaded guilty to 
having inappropriate contact with students 
from 2011 to 2015.

“Kristin is a prime example of a faculty 
member who students trust on a deep 
and irreplaceable level,” Townsend said. 

“It would be impossible to truly rebuild 
this trust while this sense of disconnect 
between faculty and administration that 
the students have sensed quite strongly 
continues to exist, and removing Kristin 
would only worsen that.”

Students said that in Spillane’s time 
at the school she has created the peer 
leadership and ambassadors program that 
brings students closer together and the 
senior experience, an internship program 
that allows upperclassmen to spend the 
final weeks in high school working with 
professionals in fields students may want 
to pursue as careers.

Spillane has also helped students form 
clubs, serves as a boys’ and girls’ varsity 
soccer coach and has given students a 
platform to speak openly about their 
struggles and concerns. 

She has also been a source of optimism, 
hope, security and safety, and losing 
her would be detrimental to the school, 
students said.

“Her position was built for us and we 
feel very strongly she should keep it,” 
Townsend said. “If you really believe what 
you say, that we are smart and we’re aware 
and motivated to help our community, 
now is the time to show it.”

Margaret Zajicek
Margaret Mary Zajicek, formerly of 

Tarrytown and most recently of Valhalla, 
died on Jan. 26. 

She was 95.
Zajicek was born on Mar. 2, 1921, 

to the late Joseph and Rose Jacquin in 
Tarrytown. She was a retired secretary 
with BOCES Transportation in North 
Castle. 

She was predeceased by her devoted 
husband, Louis John Zajicek, in 1983, 
one brother, Joseph Jacquin, and one 
sister, Ann Pappas. Zajicek is survived by 
her loving children, Karen Spinozzi, of 

Kingston, N.Y., Ronald (Susan) Zajicek 
of Cortlandt Manor and Robert Zajicek 
of Valhalla; one brother, Robert (Anita) 
Jacquin, of Connecticut; her six cherished 
grandchildren, Andrew, Laura, Kiera, 
Robert, Jr., Emily and Lana; and one 
great-granddaughter, Kaia. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Jan. 30 followed by funeral 
services. Interment followed at Sleepy 
Hollow Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to a charity 
of your choice would be appreciated.

Edward Gertz
Edward W. Gertz of Carmel passed 

away on Jan. 26. 
He was 76.
Born Dec. 24, 1940, in Mount Vernon, 

Gertz was the son of Gustave and 
Bernadine Gertz. He grew up in Valhalla 
and attended White Plains High School. 
He was a Navy veteran and served as a 
SEABEE from 1958 to 1961. Gertz settled 
with his family in Hawthorne and owned 
a successful construction business for 
40 years. He was an avid trap shooter, 
gardener, artist and leather worker and 
loved to cook for his family and friends. 

He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth 

(Buffy) Gertz; daughters Dawn (John) 
Longfield, Cheryl Boos and Audrey 
Calogero; grandchildren Matt and Lilly 
Boos and Mario and Rosa Calogero; 
and great-grandchild Chelsea. He is also 
survived by his sister, Virginia Wentink, 
and brother Rick (Ann) Gertz. 

A wake was held on Jan. 30 at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital at www.stjude.org or the Mount 
Pleasant Sportsman’s Club, P.O. Box 121, 
Hawthorne, N.Y. 10532.

Police Blotter

Obituaries

North Castle Police Department

Jan. 20: Police received a 911 call from 
a Bedford Road resident at 6:29 p.m. The 
subject stated that he’s a Hillary Clinton 
fan and that his father was making fun 
of him for being a Clinton supporter 
and that he’s abusive. The caller was 
asked if his father was being verbally or 
physically abusive and he replied both. 
The responding officers dispatched to 
the location reported that there was no 
domestic dispute upon their arrival.

Jan. 22: Report of highway debris 
on Route 22 in the area of the Rye Lake 
Bridge at 7:58 a.m. The responding officer 
removed a garbage can that was in the 
middle of the road and placed it off to the 
side of the road on the southbound side. 
The state Department of Transportation 
will be notified to pick up the item.

Jan. 24: A complainant arrived at 
headquarters at 10:25 a.m. to report 
a larceny of her unlocked vehicle that 
was parked on Business Park Drive. The 
woman stated that the car was broken into 
at that location the previous day at about 
5:30 p.m. 

Jan. 24: The principal at Southern 
Westchester BOCES reported at 3:09 p.m. 
that two students walked off the campus 
and into the woods off Old Orchard 

Street. The responding officer spoke with 
the complainant and canvassed the area 
with negative results.

Jan. 25: A Freedom Road resident 
reported at 6:29 p.m. receiving harassing 
phone calls and believes those callers may 
come to his house and harm him.

Pleasantville Police Department

Jan. 20: Report of juveniles entering Lil’ 
Chocolate Shoppe on Washington Avenue 
in afternoon causing a disturbance. The 
owner claimed the juveniles destroyed 
some merchandise. 

Jan. 21: A Hawthorne resident was 
arrested on Marble Avenue at 9 p.m. after 
refusing to comply with police orders 
following an initiative stop. 

Jan. 23: Police received a report of a 
burglary at Pleasantville High School 
on Romer Avenue at 11:13 a.m. after an 
unauthorized entry. The matter is under 
investigation. 

Jan. 25: At 11:24 a.m., a 21-year-old 
Peekskill man was suspected of fraud after 
he attempted to pass a fake check at Chase 
bank on Washington Avenue. When bank 
personnel called the police, the male fled 
the scene in a Nissan Altima. The incident 
is under investigation. 

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Greeley Students Rally Behind Counselor 
Rumored to Leave
continued from page 2
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By Anna Young
Philip Wagner’s birthday last weekend 

proved to be inspirational to all of those 
who know him.

The Armonk resident celebrated his 
100th birthday on Jan. 29 surrounded by 
family and friends, but the party started 
a couple of days early last Friday when 
his dedicated team of doctors, nurses, 
caretakers and friends celebrated the 
special milestone at Northern Westchester 
Hospital’s Chappaqua Crossing site. 

Wagner has participated in the 
outpatient cardiac rehabilitation program 
for the past 26 years and determinedly 
shows up for his workout sessions three 
times a week. He leaves patients and 
doctors in awe of his strength. 

“He’s a wonderful man and so important 
to us because he’s an inspiration to all the 
other patients,” said Pong Wong, supervisor 
for cardiac rehab who has worked closely 
with Wagner for 10 years. “I tell everyone, 
if Phil can do it, you can do it.”

While everybody surrounded Wagner 
singing “Happy Birthday” and praised 
him for reaching his special day, he asked 
his caregiver of five years, Monique Ayala, 
why he was sitting around on his bum 
instead of working out. 

Wagner, who grew up in New York City, 
is an NYU graduate. While attending Yale 
Law School, his studies were interrupted 
by World War II, and he went on to serve 

as a Merchant Marine. He resumed his 
education after the war, returning to earn 
his law degree.

Wagner went on to two successful 

careers. The day he retired from serving 
as vice president-regulatory at New York 
Telephone, he started the next phase of 
his life as in-house counsel for Krasdale 
Foods. Wagner retired at 94. 

However, for decades his health had 
been an issue. It was 43 years ago that 
Wagner had open heart surgery, surviving 
a quadruple bypass. Later on, he voluntarily 
signed up for Northern Westchester’s 
outpatient cardiac rehabilitation program.

Since then, Wagner has been living a 
healthy and hearty lifestyle, working out 
on his favorite machines for close to four 
hours a week, joining his family for weekly 
dinners, enjoying the scenery of the Bronx 
River Parkway as he and Ayala take their 
daily rides and hoping one day the Jets will 
win another Super Bowl. 

Concerned about his well-being five 

years ago, daughter Karen Faller said 
her father wouldn’t have made it this far 
if it wasn’t for Ayala and the Northern 
Westchester Hospital staff keeping him 
going. Two years ago doctors put in 
a pacemaker and Wagner takes two 
medications daily.

“I think part of his continuing to come 
here has kept him going. There’s not 
enough positive words I can say about all 
the work they do here,” Faller said. “My 
father has always been determined and has 
a personality of gold, but they have kept 
him vibrant, social and active.”

Wagner, though, took his 100th birthday 
in stride and vowed that he’s not done yet.

“All you have to do is sit around and let 
the years pass by and people will make a 
big fuss about you,” Wagner said. “I’ll do it 
again next year.”

Armonk Man Celebrates 100 With Help From NWH Program

Seasonal Park Ranger Applications Accepted 
Now Through Feb. 27

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Armonk resident Philip Wagner, who has been 
devotedly attending Northern Westchester 
Hospital’s cardiac rehabilitation program for the 
past 26 years, celebrates his 100th birthday with 
his caregiver, Monique Ayala, left, and daughter 
Karen Faller.

The Westchester County Department 
of Public Safety is accepting applications 
for seasonal park rangers to patrol county 
parks this summer. Applications are due 
by Feb. 27 and are available online at 
http://publicsafety.westchestergov.com.

Uniformed park rangers assist park 
users, provide information on park 
rules and procedures, help in searches 
for lost children, perform basic first aid 

on occasion and make regular security 
checks of buildings and facilities. 

To qualify, applicants must be a high 
school graduate, at least 19 years of age, 
a U.S. citizen, a resident of Westchester 
County and possess a valid New 
York State driver’s licenset. Accepted 
candidates must attend a three-week 
training program at the Westchester 
County Police Academy.

W E S T C H E S T E R

TABLE TENNIS

Open every day till 11 pm
175 Tompkins Ave., Pleasantville
www.westchestertabletennis.com
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...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts
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Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books
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The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center
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staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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Teatown’s Annual EagleFest will 
be taking flight with an expanded 
program at Westchester’s Croton 
Point Park on Saturday, Feb. 11 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Created by Teatown Lake 
Reservation, a regional environmental 
education center and nature preserve, 
EagleFest gives visitors a unique 
opportunity to view these magnificent 
birds up close and in their natural 
environment. This year’s event features 
spectacular eagle viewing along 
the Hudson River and educational 
and informative bird shows, 
showcasing eagles and other raptors, 
plus new programs and features 
such as live musical performances 
and an inspiring, award-winning 
documentary film.

“Each winter, bald eagles from 
Canada, northern New York and New 
England migrate to the lower Hudson 
Valley to feed in unfrozen waters. 
EagleFest embraces the revival of 
this once endangered species with a 
one-of-a-kind celebration of wildlife, 
education and fun,” said Teatown 
Executive Director Kevin Carter.  

A highlight of EagleFest is the 
opportunity to see eagles and other 
spectacular birds of prey up close in 
the Eagle Theater. Perennial favorites, 
Bill Streeter of Delaware Valley 
Raptor Center and Brian Bradley 
of Skyhunters in Flight, return with 
their magnificent birds. Joining this 

year’s event is Andrew Simmons, a 
celebrated lecturer and entertainer, 
who has appeared with his golden 
eagle and other wildlife on Good 
Morning America, Today and is 
a regular visitor at the American 
Museum of Natural History. These 
knowledgeable and entertaining 
presenters provide insight and 
understanding into the life and realm 
of these truly special species. Visitors 
can also attend a variety of workshops 
and presentations geared to all ages.

There are also opportunities to 
view eagles in their nearby natural 
habitats. Teatown educators will 
lead bus tours along the Hudson 
River to various viewing sites where 
eagle experts will be stationed with 
spotting scopes. The two-hour tours 
leave from Croton Point Park at 
9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. Seats are on a 
first-come, first-served basis for an 
additional fee. 

The newest feature of the festival 
will be the screening of the Sony 
Pictures documentary “The Eagle 
Huntress.” Available to all general 
admission ticket holders, the film 
is being shown in cooperation with 
Pace University’s Environmental 
program. It tells the story of a young 
Mongolian girl who is the first female 
eagle hunter in the 1,000-year history 
of her tribe. The film is suitable for 
all ages and will be shown at 1:30 
and 3:30 p.m. at Wilcox Hall on Pace 

University’s Pleasantville campus.
Throughout the day, in addition 

to bird of prey shows, there will be 
live music, including a performance 
by Grammy Award-winning singer/
songwriter Tom Chapin. These shows 
and children’s activities are all held in 
heated tents – a festive atmosphere 
on a winter’s day. A variety of food 
trucks will be on-site throughout the 
festival.

Pre-sale tickets are discounted and 
on sale now at www.teatown.org. 
Pre-sale tickets are $17 for adults (12 
years old and up), $10 for children (6 
to 11 years old) and free for children 
5 and under. Tickets sold at the venue 
on the day of the event are $22/adults 
(12+), $12/children (6-11) and free 
for children 5 and under. In the event 
of severe weather, the alternate date 
for EagleFest will be Sunday, Feb. 12. 

Attendees coming from Manhattan 
or Poughkeepsie can take Metro-
North trains to Croton-Harmon 
Train Station. Special EagleTrain 
cars will depart from Grand Central 
at 9:47 a.m., and 9:50 a.m. from 
Poughkeepsie. During the trip, on-
board naturalists will point out 
various Hudson Valley birds to 
riders. Free shuttle buses will bring 
attendees to/from the Croton-
Harmon Train Station to Croton 
Point Park. To participate in this 
event, guests must purchase a regular 
train ticket from Metro-North. 

A little more than three months ago, 
New Castle Fire District No. 1 voters 
sent a loud and clear message to the 
board of commissioners.

They didn’t want the board to borrow 
more than $12 million to make a major 
expansion of the King Street firehouse 
in Chappaqua, frustrated with the poor 
communication, lack of transparency 
and restrictive voting hours. Whatever 
the merits and shortcomings of the 
proposed expansion, the public 
made sure to punish the decision-
makers by rejecting the project by an 
embarrassingly large margin.

The unfortunate casualty in that Oct. 
25 vote was that the public took down 
the unquestionably valid proposition 
that was on the ballot that night – 
to spend more than $2.6 million to 
buy the adjacent Chappaqua Animal 
Hospital property, remove the asbestos 
in the deteriorating structure before 
its demolished and decontaminating  
the soil.

Next Tuesday, Feb. 7, the district and 
the public get one more chance to get 
it right, and that would be to pass the 
re-vote on the $2,674,644 proposition 
to acquire that property. 

And to be clear, there is no firehouse 
expansion on the ballot next week, only 
the acquisition of the land.

Unlike most fire district votes where 
the public decides on important but 
obscure commissioners, this decision 
will impact the future of volunteer 
firefighting in Chappaqua. At some 
year in the future, the district will need 
to expand that firehouse unless it plans 
to find another property somewhere in 
town and build another facility. 

However, if the previous and current 
chairmen of the board of commissioners 
are correct, that property will soon be 
lost if district is unable to obtain it. It 
would likely be sold to a developer 
who would do what developers do. If 
that happens, any chance of expanding 
the firehouse at its current location 

will be lost forever, and will cost the 
community tens of millions or dollars 
more some year, decade or generation 
in the future.

What should make it an easy decision 
for voters next week, is that the board 
has signaled its intentions to use the 
$200,000-a-year Building Reserve 
Contribution to offset the expected debt 
service of nearly $175,000 annually. 
Simply put, there would be zero tax 
impact on district property owners. 

Maybe some voters still hold a grudge 
against the board of commissioners 
or the volunteer firefighters for 
previous transgressions. That would 
be unreasoned and unwise. Two-fifths 
of last year’s board has already been 
replaced. 

Most importantly, this acquisition 
was a no-brainer in October for the 
district’s future, independent of the 
poorly organized voting and lack of 
transparency. It remains a no-brainer 
on Feb. 7, only with even higher stakes.

Editorial
New Castle Fire District Land Purchase More Important Than Ever

EagleFest 2017 to Take Flight at Croton Point Park
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By Anna Young
As medical technology continues to 

advance, Phelps Hospital’s SurgiCenter in 
Sleepy Hollow has acquired the latest and 
most advanced robotic surgical system for 
minimally invasive procedures. 

Dr. Darren Rohan, a veteran thoracic 
surgeon specializing in minimally invasive 
surgery, has conducted about 500 robotic-
assisted procedures within the last five years. 

Acting as Westchester’s regional director 
of the Northwell Health Physician Partners 
thoracic surgery program, Rohan will lead 
the robotic-assisted surgery team using 
the da Vinci Xi Surgical System when the 
hospital begins using the device for the 
first time for surgeries within the next two 
weeks. 

“This means less invasive surgery and 
faster patient recovery and less pain and 
the ability to do more precise work in 
tight places,” said Dr. Richard Peress, the 
hospital’s director of surgery.

The da Vince Xi Surgical System will be 
used for thoracic, gynecological, urological, 

cardiac and general surgical procedures.
Peress said a surgeon’s hand, regardless of 

how steady, is too big and the movements 
too great to be as precise as possible. That’s 

where the robotic surgical system is an 
advantage. 

During robotic-assisted surgery, the 
surgeon sits at a console and uses hand 
controls to maneuver robotic arms while 
looking at images inside a patient’s body 
that are displayed on a high-definition 3-D 
screen. 

Operating like a remote-control video 
game, the surgeon uses the controls, 
using the precise movements of the tiny 
instruments attached to the robotic arms 
instead of a hand.

The instruments have joints that can bend 
in multiple directions offering greater range 
in motion with the ability to cut, cauterize, 
grasp, sew stitches and tie knots. It is also 
equipped with a more compact endoscope 
that provides improved vision and clarity of 
the surgical site. 

The robotic arms result in less bleeding 
for the patient, faster recovery, smaller scars 
and less chance of damage to important 
nerves. 

“Minimally invasive surgery before the 

robot was limited; with the robot, it’s like 
miniaturizing your hands and having them 
in the body doing what you want it to do,” 
said Rohan, currently the only Phelps 
surgeon who has completed training with 
the da Vinci system. “Because (the robotic 
arms) have several degrees of freedom, 
more than your hand would have, I feel like 
my hands are in the body, but I’m sitting 
next to the patient controlling the robot, so 
it really is an advance.”

The system cost about $2 million, but 
Peress said Phelps will continue to push the 
frontier in medicine and surgery while it’s 
up to the public and policy makers to decide 
on cost versus its ultimate value.

“It’s a partnership that is fostered by the 
financial commitment of the health system 
that we’re able to stay at the forefront of what 
can be offered in medicine attracting the 
best doctors to work with that technology 
and provide the highest level of service,” 
Peress said. “Because at the end, it’s not the 
robot that takes care of you, it’s the man 
behind the robot.”

Phelps Hospital Ready to Begin Robotic-Assisted Surgeries

By Martin Wilbur
A groundbreaking procedure recently 

performed at Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital has given a pair of baby girls a 
chance at a normal and healthy life.

A team of more than 50 medical 
professionals separated 11-month-old 
Ballenie and Bellanie Camacho who were 
conjoined at the lower back in an operation 
that lasted more than 21 hours on Jan. 17-
18.

It is the first time conjoined twins were 
separated at the Valhalla children’s hospital 
and is believed to be only the second time 
in medical history that minimally invasive 
laparoscopic techniques were used to 
separate twins joined at the sacrum, an 
area near the base of the spine.

Led by pediatric surgeons Dr. Samir 
Pandya and Dr. Whitney McBride, 
the medical team required months of 
preparation and coordination among 
doctors from various specialties. 
Numerous preliminary operations were 
required before the separation could be 
attempted.

Parents Laurilin Celadilla Marte 
Camacho and Marino Abel Camacho, 
who traveled from their home in Moca, 
Dominican Republic, said they felt blessed 
to have the hospital take on such a risky 
operation to help their family. 

“Our family does not know how we 
can ever repay everyone for the happiness 
that you have given us,” Laurilin Camacho 
said through an interpreter during a Jan. 
24 gathering at Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital that included an appearance by 
the two girls. “We thank you from the 
bottom of our heart and ask that God bless 
each and every one of you.”

A week after the surgery, doctors said 

the girls were recovering nicely. They are 
alert, eating well and moving all their 
extremities. While still early in the recovery 
process, Pandya and McBride said the 
medical team is optimistic that Ballenie 
and Bellanie will lead full and normal lives. 

“At this point the girls are going really 
well,” Pandya said. “We’re very happy with 
the progress. There are a few things that 
we’re wanting to get through, and once 
we’re happy with the condition and how 
they’re progressing, we’re going on to the 
next level of care.”

It is not known how long the girls will 
remain in the hospital, but there will be 
extensive rehabilitation needed to enable 
them to learn to walk. It will also take more 
time to see how their reproductive organs 
function as well as how they expel waste, 
Pandya said.

The Camacho family’s journey to Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital began last spring 
when the twins’ condition was brought to 
the hospital’s attention by a family friend 
who knew a staff member.

The hospital is a member of the 
Westchester Medical Center Health 
Network, a leader in telemedicine to help 
its patients connect with off-site doctors 
throughout the Hudson Valley. 

They used that capability to 
communicate with the family and 
professionals in the Dominican Republic 
to evaluate whether the twins would be 
candidates for the procedure, said Dr. 
Michael Gewitz, the physician-in-chief at 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital.

“Once we felt there was a viable and 
reasonable chance of success we brought 
them here for further evaluations,” Gewitz 
said.

Preliminary operations included 

the girls undergoing tissue extender 
procedures to expand the skin surface so 
doctors would be able to close each baby’s 
wound after separation.

Four teams consisting of general 
surgeons, plastic and reconstructive 
surgeons, pediatric orthopedic surgeons, 
pediatric neurosurgeons, urologists, 
pediatric nursing teams and pediatric 
anesthesiologists needed to be assembled 
for the marathon surgery.

The operation began shortly after 6 a.m. 
on Jan. 17 and separation was completed 
by about 10:30 p.m. The children had 
gastrointestinal connections and McBride 
and Pandya collaborated with Dr. Paul 
Zelkovic, a pediatric urologist, to separate 
the bladders and reproductive areas. 
Pediatric orthopedist Dr. Damon Delbello 
separated the girls near the base of the 
spine.

Post-separation work continued until 
about 4 a.m. on Jan. 18.

Despite the complicated nature of the 

procedure, particularly separating an 
artery branch and the spine, McBride said 
everything proceeded smoothly. A chief 
concern was the possibility that one or 
both of the children could be paralyzed.

“This was a relatively high-risk portion 
of the procedure as well as the spinal cord 
portion of the separation that required 
careful planning, and we were able to 
successfully divide a major blood vessel 
without any blood loss and both twins 
remained intact,” McBride said.

Pandya credited the use of highly 
advanced 3-D reconstruction and 3-D 
imaging in their surgical planning, which 
gave surgeons a clear picture of how the 
babies were joined before they started the 
main operation.

McBride said that once the girls, who 
will celebrate their first birthday on Feb. 
4, are healthy enough to go home, the 
medical team will be able to monitor them 
through the telemedicine technology. Since 
the Camacho family has relatives living in 
Queens, they will be able to return to New 
York for future evaluations if needed.

The day before the operation Pandya 
recalled a conversation with the twins’ 
father that he was able to use as inspiration 
for himself and the rest of the team.

“You lose every battle that you don’t 
participate,” Pandya recalled Marino 
Camacho telling him. “Tomorrow you go 
to battle for our daughters. We pray for you 
and we go to battle for you.”

“That stuck with me,” Pandya said. “I 
shared that with all the team members and 
for me it gave me a lot of courage. I think 
for all of us it gave a lot of courage.”

Twins who are born conjoined occurs 
about once in every 200,000 births, 
according to the hospital.

Maria Fareri Doctors Successfully Separate Conjoined Twins

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Marino Abel Camacho and his wife, Laurilin, with 
their twin daughters, Ballenie, left, and Bellanie 
last week at Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital. They 
were greeted by part of  the medical team that 
successfully separated the conjoined twins during 
a 21-hour operation on Jan. 17-18.

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Dr. Richard Peress and Dr. Darren Rohan last week 
provided a demonstration with Phelps Hospital’s 
new da Vinci Xi surgical system.
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly. 

BIG CATCH. BIG GAME.

Pictures and Autographs with fans. First 100 guests in line will receive an 
Autographed Mini Football.

APPEARANCE COURTESY OF JAG SPORTS MARKETING

FEBRUARY 5TH • MEET & GREET WITH

DAVID TYREE
5:30PM - 6:30PM • ENTERTAINMENT LOUNGE
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Happy 
Valentine’s Day

720 North Bedford Road • Bedford Hills NY 
(next to Bedford Bagels, across from Shoprite)

914 864-0638

Dollar Shoppe and More
We’re your Valentine’s day Headquarters!

Balloons Cards Candies, Beauty Supplies and more!

15% OFF
 purchase of $15 or more

20% OFF
 purchase of $25 or more 

Expires 2/28/17

Le Fontane
137 Route 100 • Katonah NY • 914-232-9619

www.lefontane.net

Valentine’s Day
Monday February 13th:

Open for Dinner •Prefi x Menu 
Valentine Special

$29.95
3 Courses Menu

Tuesday February 14th
Featuring Special Dinner

a la carte

Come enjoy a great dinner with your loved one!

1736 Front Street Yorktown Hts.
914-490-3966

Sponsors always needed

Come Celebrate our 
5th Anniversary!

Join us on 
Saturday 

February 11th for 

FREE 
HAIR CUTS 

11am - 2pm 

5th Anniversary!

for

HAIR CUTS 

Licensed & 
Professional

Reservations Suggested

Come
Celebrate 

Valentine’s Day at

914-769.6077
Rose Hill Shopping Center

628 Columbus Avenue • Thornwood, New York 10594
www.silviosrestaurant.com

CLOSED MONDAYS

480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

Come in for Your
Valentine Bagels!

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
6 FREE

With this coupon • Limit one per customer • Not to be
combined with other o� ers. Expires 3/31/17

Mt. Kisco Bagel Co. • Mt. Kisco • 241-0606
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It was puzzling to us why 
my wife’s relatively new car, 
safely housed in the garage, 
wouldn’t start one morning. 
It was absolutely shocking 
to learn that the reason 
behind it was that it had 
been invaded by a family 
of mice who had taken up 
residence in its motor as the 
winter cold approached and 
had eaten away some wiring 
critical to its operation.

That wasn’t the only time 
that mice had interfered with 
our daily lives. Some winters 
later we experienced burst 
pipes in our crawl space 
because mice had eaten 
away the insulation around 
them. Some years after that, 
the entire pump and heater to our pool 
had to be replaced after mice had spent 
a winter eating their way through the 
mechanisms.

Most of us at some point experience 
problems with mice. It’s funny, but it’s 
almost embarrassing for us to admit, as 
witnessed by a work associate of mine 
who shared with me the most alarming 
(and ultimately expensive) story of her 
experience this winter with mice in her 
home. When I asked if I could share it 
with my readers, understandably she 

asked me not to use her real 
name.

So, let’s call her Amy, who 
lives by a lake in northern 
Westchester.

“I’ve been used to hearing 
mice under my floor when 
winter sets in, but this time 
around, I heard something 
completely different,” she 
said. “It was a loud, gnawing, 
crunching coming from 
under my kitchen sink.”

Amy said she purchased 
poison pellets from Home 
Depot, scrubbed the whole 
cabinet beneath her sink 
(“the yuckiest of kitchen 
jobs!”), found her whisk 
broom in shreds (“This is 
mice?”), put out the pellets 

and waited. 
“But the nighttime gnawing kept 

on,” she said. “It was like someone was 
rubbing two pieces of rusted metal 
together.”

Next, Amy reported that something 
went terribly wrong with her dishwasher. 
Water poured out from under her sink 
while it was in the rinse cycle. She just 
didn’t put two and two together. She 
called a plumber to fix or replace what 
she thought was the water line to the 
dishwasher. When the plumber pulled 

the dishwasher apart, there, in the water 
well at the bottom, was a hole the size 
of a baseball chewed out, with a rat’s 
signature teeth marks.

“This is war!” Amy declared. She called 
JP McHale Pest Management, the trusty 
Buchanan-based exterminator. They 
came and put down the big black boxes 
and snap traps. A week later, there were a 
few dead rats in her basement. 

“Their advice to me was to take down 
my bird feeders, which they said was 
attracting rodents which were then 
coming inside my house via the basement 
and coming up under my sink,” Amy said. 
“And in the process, they ate through my 
sheetrock and pulled out a good portion 
of insulation in the basement.”  

JP McHale installed copper mesh and 
steel wool in all entry points of her house, 
along with a foam sealant. For Amy, the 
next step, unfortunately, must be to buy 
a new dishwasher, one with a stainless 
steel bottom and inner components.

Mice are one of the more common 
pests to be found in the home, not 
because we don’t keep a clean house, but 
simply because our homes offer warmth, 
food and shelter, and they find a way in.

Entries are any holes on a home’s 
exterior such as those needed for air 
conditioning and electrical wiring 
leading to the house. Also, mice are 
good climbers and if branches of trees 

overhang the roof, they provide easy 
access to the attic.   

Once inside, mice can create a good 
deal of damage in a short period of time.  
Their gnawing might start innocently 
enough with soft items like clothing and 
stuffed animals as they search for nesting 
materials, but can lead to the most 
dangerous kind of damage by chewing 
on the home’s electrical wiring which 
can create a major fire hazard.

If you decide to tackle the mice 
problem yourself, I would implore you 
to use wooden snap traps, baited with 
peanut butter or Slim Jims, rather than 
rat poison. I say this because of a sad 
story related to me by a young, very 
sensitive pest control fellow I met years 
ago who said that snap traps are the most 
humane way to go for the animal.  

If you choose to use a service, I would 
refer you to JP McHale, which I have 
used for many years. JP McHale Pest 
Management can be reached at 800-479-
2284.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Problem With Mice (and Drats, Rats!) in the Home
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By Martin Wilbur
The old saying that when one door 

closes, another opens certainly applies to 
Jonathan Spivak.

Shortly after moving to North Castle 
19 years ago, Spivak launched an Armonk 
house cleaning business that served the 
area after his girlfriend at the time was 
cleaning houses for another company and 
Spivak thought he could do better.

The business was successful for 10 
years – until the full brunt of the Great 
Recession hit in 2008.

“For about 10 years, it was amazing. 
Then it was disaster,” Spivak said. “We’re 
right in the crosshairs because it’s the first 
thing you get rid of. You don’t need your 
house cleaned. You’d like it, you don’t 
need it, and the husbands are like, ‘That’s 
it.’”

However, many of Spivak’s house 
cleaning customers had pets, particularly 
dogs. He was often asked by them if he 
knew of any service available in the area 
that could take their pets on a walk or 
make sure they had some company or 

were fed while they were at work or out of 
town. So, he started helping his customers 
out with dog walking.

By last year, with his house cleaning 
business on its way to extinction, Spivak’s 
entrepreneurial juices began flowing 
again. He launched Jonathan’s Pet Services, 
where in addition to dog walking, he 
provides pet sitting – spending time and 
playing with the animal – and cat, bird 
and fish care, which includes feeding and 
cleaning bird cages and litter boxes.

“The regular customers are people who 
commute into the city,” said Spivak, 50, 
a North White Plains resident who has 
two children. “They’re at work and they 
want their dog taken out for a midday 
walk. Then there are people who go away 
for vacation or weekends. I can either do 
walking or I can sit in-house.”

For Spivak’s customers, the typical 
walk is 25 minutes. If a park or dog run is 
close enough, he can go there for no extra 
charge. The areas from where he draws 
much of his customer base is similar to the 
communities that he previously served 

cleaning houses, including White Plains, 
North Castle, New Castle, Pleasantville, 
Bedford and Pound Ridge.

He’ll walk any breed at any time of day. 
Spivak said that some of his customers 
work odd hours and may want to have 
their dog walked at night. It doesn’t matter 
if it’s blistering hot or bone-chilling cold, 
Spivak said he’ll make sure he’s there.

“This is a labor of love. I thoroughly 
enjoy it. They’re really my customers, so 
to speak,” Spivak said of the pets.

Spivak’s love of dogs goes back to when 
he was growing up in White Plains. His 
family always found a home for a few, 
particularly dachshunds, which is his 
favorite breed. 

A White Plains High School 
graduate, Spivak worked for his father, a 
restaurateur, after finishing school. For 18 
years, he operated the cleaning business 

until last year.
Not only has Spivak followed in his 

dad’s footsteps as a businessperson, but 
as a volunteer as well. He is a member 
of the Armonk Fire Department, which 
he joined shortly after moving to town 
in 1997. Spivak’s father was a fireman 
when serving in the Coast Guard and 
volunteered in White Plains years ago, 
before that city moved to a professional 
department.

“We always loved firetrucks, we always 
loved (the 1970s TV show) ‘Emergency!’ 
That was the gospel,” said Spivak, who 
loves sports, particularly the Rangers. 
“Firematics was a big part of being in my 
home. I couldn’t wait.”

Operating his dog walking and pet 
sitting business has another advantage 
for Spivak – he’s able to spend more 
time with his son and daughter, who are 
five and seven years old, respectively. 
Although there’s an unpredictable nature 
to his schedule, Spivak is close by, and if 
he needs to, can take one or both of his 
children with him on a dog walk.

Like any businessman, Spivak is hoping 
to expand the reach of Jonathan’s Pet 
Services this year.

“I need to grow this business,” he said. 
“I’ve got to get this growing soon. I’ve 
been working really hard. There’s a lot of 
competition out there.”

Jonathan Spivak can be reached at 914-
760-4102.

know your
Neighbor

Jonathan Spivak
Dog Walker/Pet Sitter, North White Plains
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Tuesday, Jan. 31
Sibling Class. Help your little one 

prepare for the birth of a new brother 
or sister. Children and parents take the 
class together, which includes a video 
on becoming a sibling, lessons on diaper 
changing, a tour of the nursery and 
a snack. For children two and a half 
years old and up. Northern Westchester 
Hospital’s Conference Center, 400 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. $10 per 
family. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-666-1292.

Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 
with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

“Hemingway’s Paris.” Join Elizabeth 
Kemble of Travellati Tours for an illustrated 
talk about the places and people of Paris 
that influenced Ernest Hemingway’s work. 
Included will be La Closerie des Lilas, the 
cafe where Hemingway penned “The Sun 
Also Rises” in a six-week sprint. Meet 
Gertrude Stein, F. Scott Fitzgerald and 
contemporary painters and find out where 
Hemingway lived, worked and partied and 
which places you can still visit today. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-
0548 or visit www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Wednesday, Feb. 1
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Faculty Art Show. Westchester 
Community College is presenting works 
by faculty members in a show entitled 
“HY-BRID.” It will feature work inspired by 
the description of that word: the definition 
of the noun is “something that is formed 
by combining two or more things.” Art 
made in the 21st century is often a hybrid 
of materials and techniques, requiring 
a multi-faceted skillset that transcends 

conventional boundaries of discipline or 
media. Westchester Community College’s 
Fine Arts Gallery, Academic Arts Building 
(third floor), 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Open Monday through 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., plus Thursdays 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Free. Continues through 
Apr. 15. Info: 914-606-6835 or visit www.
sunywcc.edu/gallery.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-up. Whether you 
just gave birth to your first or fourth child, 
join us and enjoy time to meet and chat 
with other new moms in the Romperee 
Indoor Playground. This is not a structured 
class, but rather an opportunity to hang out 
with your new baby. We also invite guest 
speakers to come and share their expertise 
about various topics that interest parents of 
new babies. World Cup Schools, 160 Hunts 
Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday through June 21, 2017. 
Info: 914-238-9267.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 
provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 

Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Mind Games. Fun exercises and tips 
for seniors to help stimulate the mind. 
Phelps Hospital boardroom, 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 
Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

“Always Shine.” Sophia Takal’s fabulously 
dark and mysterious psychological thriller, 
a Lynchian nightmare that would make 
Missoula’s most famous filmmaker proud, 
featuring knock-out performances from 
its two leads. Jacob Burns Film Center, 

364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Members: $8. Non-members: $13. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

Thursday, Feb. 2
Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Pleasantville Garden Club. Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Vegetable Specialist 
Judson Reed will lead this tomato grafting 
workshop. Reed earned an international 
agricultural degree and a master’s in plant 
protection from Cornell University. He 
joined the Cornell Vegetable Program in 
2005. Reed’s current focus is on cultural 
practices, small farm operations and 
season extension techniques, with a 
special interest in greenhouse/high tunnel 
production, small farming operations and 
Eastern Region fresh market vegetables. 
All welcome. Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church, 400 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10:30 a.m. Free. 

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.

continued on page 18
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Moderne Barn in Armonk is offering 

three Super Bowl take-home packages. 
Each one includes Nonna meatballs with 
tomato sauce, ricotta cheese and fresh 
basil; Teriyaki pork ribs with apple napa 
cabbage slaw and ginger vinaigrette; and 
pretzel bites with gruyere cheese fondue 
and brown mustard.

Orders must be placed by Thursday, 
Feb. 2 for a 4 p.m. pickup on Sunday in 
time for the big game. Payment is required 
when the order is placed.

Here are the packages offered based on 
party size.

First and Ten (serves eight to 12, $165)
Nonna Meatballs (15 pieces)

Pretzel Bites (15 pieces)
Buffalo Wings (25 pieces)
Classic Caesar Salad (half tray)
Teriyaki Pork Ribs (20 pieces)
Mac and Cheese (half tray)

Third and Long (serves 18 to 20, $265)
Nonna Meatballs (30 pieces)
Pretzel Bites (30 pieces)
Buffalo Wings (50 pieces)
Classic Caesar Salad (full tray)
Teriyaki Pork Ribs (40 pieces)
Mac and Cheese (full tray) 

Fourth and Goal (serves 28 to 30 
people, $365)

Nonna Meatballs (60 pieces)
Pretzel Bites (60 pieces)

Buffalo Wings (100 pieces)
Classic Caesar Salad (full tray)
Teriyaki Pork Ribs (80 pieces)
Mac and Cheese (full tray) 

Moderne Barn will be open for brunch 
on Feb. 5 but it will be closed for din-ner. 

The restaurant is serving a $15 
Backyard Barn Burger available through 
Mar. 2. The burger has a six-ounce, Allen 
Brothers double patty of freshly ground 
chuck beef accompanied by American 
cheese, Applewood smoked bacon, dill 
pickles and chipotle whole grain mustard 
aioli on a Rosemary Parker House Bun. It 
is served with fried onion rings and Craft 
Can Cigar City Brown Ale and is available 
at dinner Monday through Thursday.

The restaurant also offers a three-course, 
prix fixe lunch menu Monday through 
Friday for $22.95. A three-course, prix 

fixe dinner is available Sunday through 
Thursday for $32.95.

On Sunday evenings, a prime rib and 
popover dinner, priced at $38, includes a 
14-ounce prime rib with horseradish, a 
house-made popover and a side dish. It 
is not available on holiday weekends or 
during Hudson Valley Restaurant Week. 

On Valentine’s Day, a three-course, prix 
fixe menu will be offered from 5 to 10 
p.m. at $78 per person ($118 with select 
wine pairing). The regular a la carte menu 
will not be available.

Moderne Barn opened in 2010. It is 
part of the Livanos Restaurant Group, 
which also operates Molyvos, Ousia and 
Oceana in New York City and City Limits 
in White Plains and Stamford. It is located 
at 430 Bedford Rd. in Ar-monk. For more 
information, call 914-730-0001 or visit 
www.modernebarn.com.

By Jerry Eimbinder
RaaSa, an Indian restaurant in Elmsford, 

has introduced brunch buffet service on 
Sundays from 12 to 3 p.m. 

“Our all-you-can-eat menu changes 
every Sunday and includes a large variation 
of vegetarian and non-vegetarian entrées 
and a sampling of desserts,” said Priya 
Kapoor-Salian. 

Priya and her husband, Ashok Salian, 
opened RaaSa (which means “essence 
of life”) last year in the space previously 
occupied by Malabar Hill. Brunch costs 
$17 for adults and $11 for children, plus 
tax and gratuity. 

While the brunch dishes change weekly, 
guests can usually expect to choose from 
tandoori chicken wings, kebabs, pakoras 
and tikki on their visits. Typically, brunch 
includes a vegetarian soup, two vegetarian 
appetizers, two non-vegetarian appetizers, 
two salads, basmati rice, fresh hot naan 
brought to the guest’s table and two 
desserts.

In addition to the regular luncheon 
menu, take-out boxes are available from 
12 to 3 p.m. for $11 to $13 and include a 
main course, rice, naan, lentil and dessert. 
The dinner menu is impressive, a lengthy 
list of contemporary appetizers and entrées 
created by Executive Chef Peter Beck and 
the owners.

Ashok Salian is a member of a family with 
a long history in the restaurant business. 
He graduated from the Kohinoor College 
of Hotel & Tourism Management Studies 
in Mumbai and worked for 18 months at 
the JW Marriott Hotel there after earning 
his diploma. He met his future wife when 
both were employed by the JW Marriott 
Phoenix Desert Ridge Resort & Spa in 
Arizona. Later, both were members of the 
team that opened the Tamarind Tribeca 
restaurant in Manhattan.

Priya, who grew up in Chappaqua, said 
she always dreamed of opening a restaurant 
in Westchester. She is in charge of the front 
of the house and the catering operations.

Beck was born in New Delhi, India. 
He began his cooking career at Bombay’s 
Centaur Hotel where he advanced to 
sous chef. Subsequently, he cooked 
and occasionally trained local cooks at 
restaurants in Thailand, the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Singapore and England.    

He came to America in 1994 and was 
recognized for his interpretation of the late 
Raji Jallepalli-Reiss’s fare. While cooking 
at Tamarind Tribeca, he received a Chef 
of 2002 Award from the James Beard 
Foundation. He also worked at Benares, an 
Indian restaurant in Manhattan.

Dinner is served at RaaSa Monday 
through Saturday from 5 to 10 p.m. and on 
Sunday from 5 to 9:30 p.m. Lunch is served 
every day from 12 to 3 p.m. Catering and 
delivery services are available.

RaaSa is located at 145 E. Main St. in 
Elmsford. It has a parking lot and street 
parking (without meters) is available. For 
more information, call

914-347-7890 or visit www.raasany.com. 

Armonk’s Moderne Barn Offers Big Game Take-Out Packages

RaaSa Introduces All-You-Can-
Eat Sunday Brunch

By Jerry Eimbinder
Chopt Creative Salad Company 

opened three weeks ago in Dobbs 
Ferry, the casual-eating chain’s third 
Westchester location. It also has 
eateries in Mount Kisco and Rye 
Brook and 35 other locations in the 
U.S., including Greenwich, Conn.

It is hiring staff for a fourth 
Westchester location to open soon in 
Scarsdale at the Golden Horseshoe 
Shopping Center on Wilmot Road.

“Our mission to change the way 
America eats begins with healthy, 
flavorful food that is just as convenient 
and affordable as other fast food 
options,” said Colin McCabe, Chopt’s 
co-founder.

Key New York State providers of 
ingredients and foods for the new 
restaurant includes Satur Farms, Hot 
Bread Kitchen, Coach Farms and 
Euphrates Feta, plus FreeBird Farms 
and Soom Farms from Pennsylvania. 
Locally procured items include 
arugula, mesclun, goat cheese, feta 

cheese, tahini, honey, tea, naturally 
raised chicken, croutons and more.

The menu includes a wide variety 
of salads with dressings made daily in 
small batches, grain and noodle bowls, 
soup and salad combination meals, 
snacks and kid-sized portions for 
children. Customers can also create 
their own salads from an extensive 
selection of ingredients or construct 
salad sandwiches.

Beverages include freshly brewed 
iced tea, fruit coolers and lemonade.

The new Dobbs Ferry restaurant has 
more than 65 seats, communal dining 
areas, booth seating and playful 
wallpaper created in partnership with 
Batabasta, a Spanish design team.    

The company was founded in 
Manhattan in 2001 by McCabe and 
Tony Shure.

The Dobbs Ferry Chopt is located 
at the Rivertown Square Shopping 
Center at 14 Lawrence St. It is open 
daily from 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. For 
more information, call 914-279-0430.

Chopt Opens in Dobbs Ferry; 
Scarsdale Next Location

Pretzel bites are also part of  Moderne Barn’s 
big game package.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
Ashok Salian and Priya Kapoor-Salian, owners of  
RaaSa in Elmsford.
 

Teriyaki pork ribs is part of  Moderne Barn’s 
Super Bowl take-out packages offered this 
Sunday.
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mountpleasantlibrary.org.
NT Live: “Amadeus.” Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart, a rowdy young prodigy, 
arrives in Vienna, the music capital of 
the world and he’s determined to make 
a splash. Awestruck by his genius, court 
composer Antonio Salieri has the power 
to promote his talent or destroy his name. 
Seized by obsessive jealousy, Salieri begins 
a war with Mozart, with music, and 
ultimately, with God. Lucian Msamati 
plays Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s iconic play, 
broadcast live from the National Theatre 
in London, and with live orchestral 
accompaniment by Southbank Sinfonia. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 2 p.m.  Members: $25. 
Non-members: $35. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Bereavement Support Group. For 
adults dealing with the loss of a loved one. 
Led by Bereavement Coordinator Bess 
Steiger. Phelps Hospital, Room 225, 755 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 2:30 to 4 p.m. 
Suggested donation: $10 per session. Also 
Feb. 9, 16 and 23. Pre-registration required. 
Infor and pre-registration: 914-366-3957 
or e-mail bsteiger@pmhc.us.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Racial Imaginary Institute. Best-
selling poet Claudia Rankine unveiling 
her new Racial Imaginary Institute. In 
this presentation, Rankine will discuss the 
impetus behind and the ideas surrounding 
the institute, a space and framework she 
has created in collaboration with Beth 
Loffreda and Casey Llewellyn that is 
dedicated to fostering art and writing 
that investigates, questions and reinvents 
the racial imaginaries of the moment. 
Purchase College’s Humanities Lecture 
Hall, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-251-6550 or visit 
www.purchase.edu.

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

“Salam Neighbor.” A screening of this 
documentary which recounts the story 
of two American men who move into a 
Syrian refugee camp to report on what 
is considered to be the most pressing 
humanitarian crisis in the world today. 
Followed by a discussion and Q&A. 
Presented by Films on Purpose, a group 
that features film screenings on topics 
relevant to today’s society, including health 
and the environment, sustainability, food 

and agriculture and human rights. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. Refreshments at 6:30 p.m. 
Screening at 7 p.m. Free. 914-769-0548 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Social Security and The New 
Retirement Reality. This educational 
workshop will cover Social Security 
claiming and solving the retirement income 
puzzle for single, married, divorced and 
widowed individuals. Presented by Paul 
Petrone, Social Security and retirement 
income specialist. John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 7 to 8 
p.m. Free. Registration required: Info and 
registration:  914-245-5262 ext. 227 or visit 
www.jchart@wlsmail.org.

“The Jazz Loft According to W. Eugene 
Smith.” Between 1957 and 1965, dozens of 
jazz musicians jammed night after night 
in a dilapidated loft in New York’s flower 
district, unaware that much of what went 
on there was being captured on audio 
tape and in still pictures by photographer 
W. Eugene Smith. Smith chronicled street 
life from his window on Sixth Avenue; 
Salvador Dali and other figures from the art 
world dropped in to party with socialites 
and bohemians; and Thelonious Monk, 
Zoot Sims and other jazz artists provided 
the soundtrack. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Members: $8. Non-members: $13. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnfilmcenter.org.

“Into the Woods.” A witty and wildly 
theatrical re-invention of this Tony 
Award-winning musical classic by Stephen 
Sondheim and James Lapine. Mind the 
wolf, heed the witch and honor the giant 
in the sky at this extraordinary musical 
about the power of wishes and what 
really happens after they come true. The 
Performing Arts Center at Purchase 
College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
8 p.m. $38.75 to $85. Also Feb. 3. Info 
and tickets: 914-251-6100 or visit www.
artscenter.org.

Friday, Feb. 3
Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with 

Amy. A great dance fitness workout for 
those who like to sweat, sizzle and tone 
while moving to the beat of exhilarating 
rhythms with a low impact/high intensity 
approach. A perfect class for those who 
need to protect vulnerable body parts such 
as knees, shoulders and back. Try a free 
trial class. Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 
Memorial Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 
11 a.m. to noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every 
Friday. Also Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Info: Call or text the instructor at 914-643-
6162.

Country Line Dance. Dancing followed 
by a complete dinner. All proceeds to go 
to the scholarship fund at Fox Lane High 
School and New York Boys’ State. Moses 
Taylor American Legion Post 136, 1 
Legion Way, Mount Kisco. 7 to 11 p.m. $15 

per person. First Friday of every month. 
Info: 914-241-0136.

“Sylvia.” Pleasantville theater company 
Arc Stages will present this production 
from its professional company, The Next 
Stage, that carries a timely message of the 
need for connection in an increasingly 
alien and impersonal world. In a New 
York City upper West Side apartment 
in the 1990s, Greg and Kate, a middle-
aged, upper middle class married couple, 
experience their empty nest in very 
different ways. Tensions increase between 
them when Greg brings a stray dog home 
named Sylvia. He becomes completely 
obsessed, causing the couple to reevaluate 
their marriage. Directed by Ann-Ngaire 
Martin. Arc Stages, 147 Wheeler Ave., 
Pleasantville. 8 p.m. Adults: $36. Seniors 
and students: $28. Also Feb. 4, 10, 11, 17 
and 18 at 8 p.m. and Feb. 12 at 3 p.m. Info 
and tickets: 914-747-6206 or visit www.
arcstages.org.

Hoff-Barthelson Music School Artist 
Series: Michael Finckel. Cellist Michael 
Finckel will be joined by fellow faculty 
members Gary Kosloski, violin, and 
Gerald Robbins, piano. Included on the 
program are performances of Schumann’s 
“Piano Trio in G minor, Op. 110” and 
Dvořák’s powerful and emotional “Piano 
Trio No. 3 in F minor, Op. 65.” Greenville 
Community Church, 270 Ardsley Rd., 
Scarsdale. 8 p.m. $18. Seniors (65 and up): 
$15. Students (18 and under): Free. Info 
and tickets: 914-723-1169 or e-mail hb@
hbms.org. Tickets will also be available at 
the door.

Saturday, Feb. 4
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

Pleasantville Farmers Market is the 
largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester and the one voted “Best 
of Westchester” in 2014 to 2016 by the 
readers of Westchester Magazine. With 
over 40 vendors participating in the indoor 
market, the delicious good time continues. 
Pleasantville Middle School, 40 Romer 
Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday through Mar. 25. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Meditation Workshop. Michael 
Cardillo will help you reach peace and a 
clear vision in meeting your life’s goals. An 
AA member, he will share his knowledge 
and meditation techniques. Open to all. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. 
Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Winter Wolves. Winter offers families 
a unique opportunity to visit the wolves 
during their favorite time of year. Learn 
about the mythology, biology and ecology 
of wolf families and discover why this 
season is such a magical time for packs 
in North America. Guests will visit 
ambassador Wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai 

and Zephyr and the critically endangered 
red wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Hot 
beverages will be served. Dress for cold 
weather. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $15. Children 
(under 12): $12. Also Feb. 5, 12, 19, 20, 25 
and 26. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org. 

Hike the Purple Trail. Join a hike 
just to take in the beauty of the preserve. 
Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White 
Plains. 11 a.m. to noon. Free. Info: 914-
428-1005.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday and Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Saddle Up Saturdays With Jonathan 
Demme: “One-Eyed Jacks.” This series 
returns to try and recapture the heady 
thrill of settling into the theater for the 
delicious ritual of getting immersed in 
a full-tilt Saturday Western matinee. 
Demme will appear at select screenings. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. Noon. Members: $8. 
Non-members: $13. Most Saturdays 
through March 25. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Family Saturdays @ the Lab. Learn 
about green screening, explore an 
augmented reality sandbox and make 
your own claymation stop-motion film! 
Jacob Burns Film Center educators will 
be on hand to guide visitors through an 
experience like no other. Jacob Burns Film 
Center’s Media Arts Lab, 405 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Meets the 
first Saturday of each month. Info: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org. 

Winter Wolves for Kids. Children will 
learn about the mythology surrounding 
wolves and the important role they play 
in the natural world. This is an exciting 
time for wolves; they’re out searching for 
prey as their growing pups experience 
their first winter season. Guests will visit 
ambassador Wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai 
and Zephyr and the critically endangered 
red wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Hot 
beverages will be served. Dress for cold 
weather. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 2 p.m. Adults: $15. Children (under 
12): $12. Also Feb. 11 and 19 at 11 a.m. and 
Feb. 12 and 25 at 2 p.m. Pre-registration 

continued from page 16
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By Martin Wilbur
There may have been literary works 

addressing midlife crises or middle-
aged couples coping as new empty-
nesters, but it’s unlikely none of those 
have tackled the subject like A.R. 
Gurney’s “Sylvia.”

The play, which opened as an off-
Broadway production in 1995 starring 
Sarah Jessica Parker and had a limited 
run on Broadway in 2015-16, will open 
for a three-weekend engagement at 
Arc Stages in Pleasantville this Friday 
night. Four actors, John Higgins, Maeve 
Crispi, Sandy York and Doug Shapiro, 
are the cast members for the company’s 
professional outfit The Next Stage.

The story is set on the upper west 
side of Manhattan in the 1990s, where 
Greg and Kate have become empty-
nesters and are ready to move on to the 
next chapter in their lives, said Ann-
Ngaire Shankman, the director of the 
Arc Stages production. But Greg finds a 

stray dog in the park one day and brings 
the pet named Sylvia home, which Kate 
finds troubling. 

Greg quickly becomes increasingly 
obsessed with Sylvia to help him cope 
with increasing disenchantment with 
his own life. There’s also escalating 
tension between Greg and Kate at home.

What makes the story memorable, 
though, is that Sylvia is played by a 
woman who plays a dog. Shankman 
said having a young female as Sylvia 
adds extra layers to the story and is 
something far more intriguing for 
the audience to think about. If the 
production somehow featured a highly-
trained dog instead of a person or was 
a love triangle with another woman, it 
probably wouldn’t be a story.

“You have to take a leap,” Shankman 
said. “In the first five minutes of the play, 
you have to take a leap. The dog talks, 
the dog walks. She hears everything, she 
understands everything.”

“You come to see it the way you want 
and need to see it,” she added.

Arc Stages Artistic Director Adam 
Cohen, a big fan of the playwright 
Gurney, said “Sylvia” is such a fascinating 
story because of the dynamics of the 
production. When Greg first picks 
her up, Sylvia, as a stray, is dressed in 
tattered clothes and has disheveled hair. 
Over time, Kate relents and Sylvia is 
allowed is to stay and slowly transforms 
into an attractive young woman, while 
she remains a pet.

“It’s much more interesting that it’s 
a love triangle that’s between a man, a 
woman and a dog,” Cohen said.

Cohen said he and Shankman 
originally wanted to present this winter 
the Edward Albee work “The Goat, or 
Who is Sylvia?” but was unable to get 
the rights to that production.

When they had to search for another 
play, Cohen said the title of Albee’s play 
probably played a role in him thinking 
of “Sylvia.” Plus, he and Shankman are 
big fans of Gurney’s work.

There are seven performances of 
“Sylvia” starting this Friday at 8 p.m. 
Performances continue on Saturday, 
Feb. 4, Feb. 10 and 11 and Feb. 17 and 
18. All of those show times are 8 p.m. 
There is one matinee scheduled for 
Sunday, Feb. 12 at 3 p.m. Tickets are 
$36 for adults and $28 for seniors and 

students.
For tickets or more information about 

Arc Stags, call 914-747-6206 or visit 
www.arcstages.org. Arc Stages is located 
at 147 Wheeler Ave. in Pleasantville.

Chappaqua Boys Honored for 
Brain Cancer Fundraising Efforts

‘Sylvia’ Steals Man’s Heart in Arc Stages’ Next Production

NYMetroParents, the parenting 
division of Davler Media Group 
encompassing seven regional print 
magazines including Westchester 
Parent, announced Jan. 27 that two 
Chappaqua children are among a select 
group of youngsters to receive its first-
ever Caring Kids Awards.  

Max Chwatko and Alex Travin, 
both eight years old, were honored for 
creating Comedy Kids and helping to 
raise more than $20,000 in one month 
to raise money for pediatric brain 
cancer research. They started the effort 
in response to Chwatko’s youngers 
sister, Scarlett, having been diagnosed 
with a brain tumor. 

Last year, they began telling jokes to 
classmates in exchange for donations. 
When fellow students began donating 
their allowance money, parents helped 
them organize and create Comedy 
Kids. They raised thousands of dollars 
at the Chappaqua Farmers Market one 
Saturday last fall and plan to continue 
their efforts.

Previously, Chwatko had also raised 
money in the annual Swim Across 
America fundraisers that are held each 
July at Chappaqua Swim & Tennis Club.

“These remarkable young people are 
extraordinary role models, ones who 
demonstrate the true value and rewards 
of giving back to others,” said Michael 
Kress, editor of the NYMetroParents 
publications group. “We were astounded 
by (the) amount of time and creativity 
these youngsters have devoted to so 
many worthy causes that touch so 
many.” 

Chwatko and Travin’s Comedy Kids 

project was one of seven efforts by 
children throughout the New York 
metropolitan area that was recognized 
by the NYMetroParents. The honor was 
established to celebrate children and 
families who have made extraordinary 
contributions to their communities 
through a wide range of volunteer and 
community service efforts.

The seven winning entries were 
selected from more than 100 
submissions for volunteer and 
community service projects undertaken 
by children ages 6 to 15 in New York 
City, Rockland, Westchester and Long 
Island. The honorees are being rewarded 
with a framed certificate, a $500 cash 
honorarium and editorial coverage in 
their local NYMetroParents magazine, 
on the NYMetroParents website and 
its various social media platforms 
including Facebook.

For more information, visit www.
nymetroparents.com.

ARC STAGES PHOTO
The cast of  “Sylvia,” which will open at 
Pleasantville’s Arc Stages on Friday evening, the 
first of  seven performances.

Chappaqua third-graders Max Chwatko and Alex 
Travin entertained crowds with a steady stream of  
jokes at the Chappaqua Farmers Market last fall.
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required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Paul and Rochelle at the Movies. Paul 
and Rochelle Chamlin will perform music 
from the sublime “Meet Me in St. Louis” to 
the less well-known “Agatha” and provide 
the context for the songs and the movies in 
which they are featured. The audience will 
be treated to a wide range of composers 
and lyricists, including information 
about their lives. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Chinese New Year Celebration. Family 
friendly activities commemorating the 
beginning of the Year of the Rooster. 
Includes a papercraft workshop where 
participants can create a Chinese rooster 
and a New Year fish. Also, members of 
Kwan’s Kung Fu in Peekskill will perform a 
traditional Lion Dance, believed in Chinese 
culture to scare away evil spirits and bring 
good luck. Pelham Art Center, 155 Fifth 
Ave., Pelham. 2 to 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
738-2525 or visit www.pelhamartcenter.org.

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.emanuelelc.org.

“Mr. Gaga.” Enter the world of Ohad 
Naharin, the internationally acclaimed 
choreographer and artistic director of the 
Batsheva Dance Company, and creator 
of a radical new movement language 
known as Gaga, which has been hugely 
influential in Israel and around the world. 
Eight years in the making, this high-energy 
documentary immerses the audience in the 
creative process behind Batsheva’s explosive 
performances. Followed by a Q&A with 
Eran Polishuk, director of film and media 
and consulate general of Israel. The event is 
a fundraiser for the 2017 Westchester Jewish 
Film Festival. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 5:30 p.m. 
Members: $20. Non-members: $30. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

“Smaller Relics” Opening Reception. 
The latest in a series of landscape paintings 
from Pleasantville artist Stuart Vance. The 
series began in 2011 with the notion that, as 
climate change alters the world, our culture 
will eventually see the human structures 
built in the last hundred years as relics from 
a bygone era, a time I’ve been calling the 
Age of Carbon. More recently Vance has 
been seeing these paintings as exercises in 
the art of looking forward with nostalgia, 
and as way of finding beauty in the things 
in our world today that are contributing 
to their own disappearance – and possibly 
to ours. Refreshments will be served. 
Butterfield Schiffman Gallery at Arc Stages, 
147 Wheeler Ave., Pleasantville. 6 to 7:30 
p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.stuartvance.com.

Joe Crookston: “Imagine Nation.” 
Crookston, an internationally touring 
singer-songwriter and painter from Ithaca, 
N.Y., is bringing his show to Irvington. Part 
intimate folk concert, part art opening and 
part Cirque du Soleil, Imagine Nation is a 
multimedia performance featuring intimate 
storytelling, lush sonic landscapes on 
acoustic and slide guitar, banjo and looping 
fiddle, acrobatic yoga handstands and 
dance, projected art and original paintings 
and a call to creative possibility. Preceded 
by a reception that includes light fare and 
drinks. Irvington Town Hall Theater, 85 
Main St., Irvington. Reception at 6:30 p.m. 
Concert at 8 p.m. $28. Info and tickets: 914-
591-6602, visit www.irvingtontheater.com 
or e-mail boxoffice@irvingtonny.gov.

“6 Guitars.” Chase Padgett delivers a 
virtuosic performance as he becomes six 
different guitar players, each with their 
own distinct voice, views and musical 
style (blues, jazz, rock, classical, folk and 
country). During this 90-minute show, each 
of the characters ranging from a 19-year-
old rock prodigy to an 87-year-old blues 
man share their journey with music from 
discovery to mastery through songs and 
stories that leaves the audience laughing, 
crying and falling in love with music all 
over again. White Plains Performing Arts 
Center, 11 City Place, White Plains. 8 p.m. 
$24 to $34. Info and tickets: 914-328-1600 
or visit www.wppac.com.

Sunday, Feb. 5
Blood Drive. The Greenburgh Hebrew 

Center of Dobbs Ferry is hosting its annual 
community blood drive in partnership with 
White Plains Hospital. Refreshments will be 
provided to all donors after they are done 
with their donation. Potential donors are 
encouraged to make an appointment, but 
walk-ins are welcome. Greenburgh Hebrew 
Center, 515 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry. 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Info: 914-681-1056. Appointments: 
E-mail blooddrive@g-h-c.org. 

Project FeederWatch. Whether you’re a 
beginning birder or a budding ornithologist, 
we’ve got you covered in this new program 
for nature and bird lovers. Join a naturalist 
for morning bird watching, gather data for 
Project FeederWatch and brush up on local 
bird identification. For children seven years 
old and up. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Sunday and Monday. Info: 914-723-
3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.
org.

Westchester Parents Day. A full 
afternoon of fun and activities and classes 
for kids and information for parents on 
relevant local businesses and camps, 
where kids will be entertained and parents 
enriched. Featuring more than 50 exhibitors. 
A portion of the proceeds will be donated 
to the Westchester Children’s Museum. 
Crowne Plaza, 66 Hale Ave., White Plains. 
12 to 3 p.m.  $15 per family (two adults and 

up to four children). Advance registration 
suggested. Info and advance registration: 
Visit www.westchesterparentsday.com.

Historic Mansion Tour. Visit 
Westchester’s version of Downton Abbey, 
and hear stories about who lived there and 
learn why the house is important. Merestead 
Estate, 455 Byram Lake Rd., Mount Kisco. 
1 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Reservations required. 
Info and registration: 914-447-7497.

Hoff-Barthelson Music School 
Master Class Series: Byron Janis. An 
internationally renowned pianist, Janis will 
coach the school’s piano students in the 
second of eight master classes this season. 
Hoff-Barthelson Music School, 25 School 
Lane, Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-
1169, visit www.hbms.org or e-mail hb@
hbms.org.

Russian String Orchestra: “Around the 
World in 18 Stops.” Comprised of some 
of Russia’s finest young string players, this 
ensemble has carved a niche for itself under 
the creative baton of its founder and music 
director Misha Rachlevsky. Its warmth and 
high energy create addictive performances 
that stay with listeners long after the last note 
has been played. Westchester Community 
College’s Academic Arts Theatre, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 3 p.m. $22. Seniors 
and students: $20. Children (under 13): $16. 
Info and tickets: 914-606-6262 or visit www.
sunywcc.edu/smartarts.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 Dance, 
26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 3 to 6 p.m. $12. 
Also the third Saturday of each month from 
8 p.m. to midnight. $16. Info: 914-725-3023 
or 914-484-5101 or e-mail sampelayo@
optonline.net.

Monday, Feb. 6
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-oriented 
entrepreneurs and business leaders. Come 
be a guest any Wednesday to learn more 
about this world-class business training 
and referral program. Mount Kisco Coach 
Diner, 252 E. Main St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday. RSVP suggested. 
Info and RSVP: Contact Tina Campbell 
at 914-441-1383 or e-mail tinacambell@
masternetworks.net. or just drop in. 

Young Explorers Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is spent 
outdoors. For children three to five years 
old; with a parent or caregiver. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per child. Non-
member: $12 per child. Every Monday 
(except Feb. 20). Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 

www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  
Belly Dancing. Learn this captivating 

Middle Eastern dance and enrich your 
cultural knowledge. Whether you want to 
dance professionally or just have fun and 
get in shape, this is the place to start. Josie’s 
International School of Dance, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Level B, Pleasantville. 7 p.m. $20. 
Every Monday. Info: 914-332-8670 or visit 
www.josiedance.com.

“In the Shadow of the Hill.” In the 
lead-up to the 2014 World Cup and 2016 
Olympics, the Brazilian government 
initiated a series of programs aimed 
at retaking areas controlled by drug 
traffickers. In November 2011, they seized 
Rio’s largest slum, Rocinha, without a single 
shot fired. But reports quickly emerged of 
police brutality. When a local bricklayer 
disappeared after being taken by the 
police for questioning, neighbors started a 
David and Goliath protest movement that 
attracted international attention and shook 
the Brazilian establishment to the core. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Members: $8. 
Non-members: $13. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Square Dancing Fun Nights. The 
Friendly Squares Dance Club will hold 
two nights of square dancing, which is fun 
and great exercise for the body and mind. 
It is an enjoyable activity for all ages and 
also an opportunity to meet new people 
and make new friends. Open to singles, 
couples and families. Casual attire; no 
experience necessary. Katonah Methodist 
Church Parish Hall, 44 Edgemont Rd., 
Katonah. 7:30 to 9 p.m. Free. Also Feb. 
13. Info: Contact Tee at 914-433-2919 or 
e-mail teecotter@yahoo.com.

Telephone Support Group for Women 
With Metastatic Breast Cancer. This 
Support Connection group offers the 
opportunity to share information and 
experiences with women across the 
country who are living with breast cancer. 
Share information and experiences. 
Confidentially discuss concerns and gain 
support from others who understand 
from the comfort of home. Open to 
women nationwide living with recurrent, 
advanced stage or metastatic breast cancer. 
8 p.m. Free. First Monday of each month. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Contact Support Connection 
at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Tuesday, Feb. 7
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit story 

time that includes songs, rhymes and a few 
very short stories. The experience gives 
babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

continued from page 18



January 31 - February 6, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 21

If you’re a fan of bright 
objects in the sky – and who 
isn’t – this time of year is for 
you. 

There are more of them in 
winter’s nights than at any 
other time. Many are in the 
Winter Circle (it actually 
looks more like a hexagon), a 
group of seven bright stars in 
six constellations that’s so big 
and covers so much sky, it’s 
hard to take in all at once.

Sprawling overhead like a 
giant blanket, it seems impossibly huge and 
imposing. I find it humbling, a connecting 
sight, and can’t stop wondering what’s 
happening in the corners of the galaxy. It’s 
that deep feeling of connection that keeps 
me looking up.

This month, by about 7:30 
p.m., Orion, nighttime’s 
brightest constellation, will 
be shining in the southern 
sky. Using the naked eye and the three 
bright, distant stars in Orion’s belt to point 
you to two of the Winter Circles. Follow the 
belt’s line downward, to the left, and you’ll 
see Sirius, the brightest star in the entire 
night sky, and one of the closest to Earth. 

Its light has been traveling to 
your eye for about eight years, 
the lifetime of a third-grader. 
Upward, off the right-hand 
end of the belt is the orange 
giant Aldebaran, 65 light 
years away. Now, take a bit of 
a wider view of the sky. You’ll 
be able to make out two rough 
arcs of bright stars connecting 
Sirius to Aldebaran; one low, 
one high. 

Counterclockwise from 
Sirius, you’ll see brilliant, icy 

blue and far-off Rigel, then Aldebaran. 
Over the top of the circle is Capella, then 
Castor and Pollux, the twins of Gemini, 
and then Procyon before we get back to 
Sirius. 

Once you’ve seen 
the Circle, it’s hard not 
to recognize. I find the 
smooth rhythm of the stars’ 
names to be enough to 

help me remember them. Capella, Castor, 
Pollux, Procyon, Sirius, Rigel, Aldebaran. 
When they show their faces in the sky 
every fall, it makes me happy, like meeting 
up with some old friends. By February, the 
sight of them, high in the sky with bare tree 

branches, and maybe a big gibbous moon, 
is a simple pleasure of the early part of the 
year. 

From the brightest stars to the brightest 
planet, Venus, along with dimmer Mars, 
start February high in the southwest after 
sunset and will move farther apart as the 

month progresses. The Full Snow Moon 
is on Feb. 10. That night, starting around 
5:30 p.m., almost the entire face of the 
moon will slowly slide through the outer 
reaches of Earth’s shadow, a penumbral 
lunar eclipse. 

The maximum eclipse starts at around 
7:45 p.m. This won’t be a deep, dark red 
eclipse, like the one you might remember 
from a couple of summers ago, but you 
should be able to see a little darkening, a 
ruddy haze over the moon. On the 27th, 
Earth will fall into the moon’s shadow, a 
solar eclipse, but it won’t be visible here in 
the U.S.

It’s cold, I won’t argue, but for my sky-
watching dime, there’s no better time of 
year than now, mid-winter, to bundle up 
and spend a little extra time with the stars. 

Have a look. You won’t regret it. Clear 
skies, everyone!

Scott Levine has loved astronomy since 
he was young and now watches and writes 
about the skies near his Croton-on-Hudson 
home. You can read Scott’s Sky Watch 
astronomy website, with its “Space, taken 
easy” approach to naked eye astronomy, 
at scottastronomy.wordpress.com. You can 
also find him at astroscott@yahoo.com or 
on Twitter @scottlevine13. 

Although it looks like a hexagon, the Winter Circle 
of  stars can be found on a clear night in the 
February sky.

Three Byram Hills High School seniors 
were recently named semifinalists in the 
prestigious Regeneron Science Talent 
Search for projects that delved into the 
ocean, peered thousands of light years 
into space and found a way to help blind 
people detect objects in front of them.

Audrey Saltzman, Yasamin Bayley and 
Isabelle Chong were among 300 high 
school seniors chosen in the competition, 
formerly called the Intel Science Talent 
Search. Forty finalists will be chosen 
to receive an all-expenses-paid trip to 
Washington D.C. for the final round of 
the competition and to compete for a 
$250,000 top prize.

“It’s really nice for all of our hard work 
to be recognized and to know that people 
will see it,” Saltzman said.

Their work was widely varied. 
Bayley studied two species of single-
celled marine organisms, which cover 
themselves in calcite plates and showed 
an indirect result of climate change. As 
ocean surface water warms, it stratifies – 
splits into levels – making it more difficult 
for the organisms to move up and down 
in the water column. That forces the 
organisms to spend more time near the 
surface, exposed to more light. 

Bayley chose the topic because she is 
fascinated by the relationships between 
things that are very small and very large.

“When I came across biogeochemistry, 
which involves the cycles of microscopic 
organisms in these billions of gallons of 
ocean water, that’s exactly where I went,” 

she said. 
To conduct the research, she spent 

four weeks last summer at The Marine 
Biological Association in Plymouth, 
England.

Saltzman, long fascinated with neutron 
stars because they are “one of the most 
extreme things in the universe,” used 
X-ray and ultraviolet data from NASA to 
study one of the bodies 19,000 light years 
away that had “gone into outburst” in 2012. 
She made progress toward determining 
its radius and also examined the source 
of ultraviolet light that came from a 
phenomenon known as “reprocessing.”

“My study is one of the clearest 
detections of photons being absorbed and 
re-emitted by the disk of a neutron star to 
date,” she wrote in her description of the 
project.

Chong developed a hand-held device 
she called a “laser cane” to help blind 
people detect objects around them. A 
fan of science fiction and spy shows, she 
got the idea for her device from one used 
by Auggie on the show “Covert Affairs.” 
Using an inertial navigation system 
because it is more precise than sonar, she 
fashioned an instrument that vibrates 
when it senses an object.

About the size of a two-liter soda bottle, 
the metal-framed device glows with blue 
lights (just to add a sci-fi flair). As with all 
new technology, the early version is larger 
and less sleek than later models will be. 
Chong is already planning ways to reduce 
its size.

It has a range of about four meters, 
much farther than a typical cane used by 
the blind.

“Having an increased range increases 
the amount of information that a person 
who uses the cane can gain about their 
environment,” Chong said.

Entrants in the competition compete for 
more than $3.1 million in prizes annually. 
Each of the semifinalists receives $2,000, 
with another $2,000 going to the student’s 
school.

Those chosen for the final round will 
travel to Washington D.C. in March, 
where they will publicly display their 
projects and meet with noted scientists as 
part of the competition. 

David Keith, the director of the 
Authentic Science Research Program 
at Byram Hills High School, praised 
the school’s three semifinalists for their 
accomplishment. He worked with the 
students along with teachers Stephanie 
Greenwald, James Gulick and Megan 
Salomone.

“These students are three of the 
smartest, kindest and most capable young 
women you will find,” Keith said. “All of 
them are going to do remarkable things 
in their time.”

Three Byram Hills Students Named Regeneron Science Semifinalists

Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino with, from left, Audrey Saltzman, Yasamin Bayley and Isabelle 
Chong, Byram Hills High School’s three semifinalists in the prestigious Regeneron Science Talent Search.

By Scott Levine

The Bright Lights of February’s Night Skies a Sight to Behold

Clear Skies



January 31 - February 6, 2017 The Examiner22

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 013117

continued on next page

ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraandjef-
freyadopt.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver Coins, 
Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics Etc., Call 
Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CONSTRUCTION
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS start-
ing at $199 Installed. Senior/Veterans 
discount on all Energy Star windows.  
Family owned 40yrs. BBB+ Member. 
Lifetime warranty on all windows. Ron 
1(844)835-1180.

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
STYLIST WANTED, MAN OR WOM-
AN, Following preferred, for a growing 
salon in Katonah.  914-232-5201

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
OUR HUNTERS WILL PAY TOP $$$ to 
hunt your land. Call for a free Base Camp 
Leasing info packet and quote. 866-309-
1507. www.basecampleasing.com

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TAX-
SOLUTION4EXPATS.COM, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/14/2016.Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Seung Yup Kang, 27 Overlook 
street, Mount Vernon, New York 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
CORE REALTY LLC FILED WITH 
SSNY ON 12/6/16.  Office in Westches-
ter County.  SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 829 Franklin Avenue, Thorn-
wood NY 10594.  Purpose:  any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WOL-
VERINE SECURITY LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/26/2016.  Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
373 Downing Dr., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose: Security Business.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the year 
2017 Tentative Assessment Roll will be 
filed on February 1, 2017 with the Vil-
lage Clerk, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York, where it may be seen 
and examined by any person at all times 
during business hours (8:30am-4:00pm).  
The Board of Trustees and the Assessor 
will meet for the purpose of completing 
such assessment roll and of hearing and 
determining grievances in relations there-
to by any person(s) conceiving himself 
aggrieved thereby on Tuesday February 
21, 2017 between the hours of 6:00pm 
to 9:00pm, at the Clinton Street Senior 
Center, 1A Clinton Street, Pleasantville, 
New York.  The last filing date is Feb-
ruary 21, 2017. Village of Pleasantvil-
lePleasantville, New York 10570, Judith 
Weintraub Village Clerk

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! Catskill 
Mtn Farm Land! 39 acres- $84,900 (cash 
price) Incredible valley views, fields, 
woods, spring, stonewalls! Twn rd, utili-
ties! Terms are avail! 888-905-8847 NewY-
orkLandandLakes.com

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD AT 
THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 Brew-
ster or company facility’s Putnam, West-
chester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Register
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified 
Ad Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail 
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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I enjoy penning 
this column each 
week. For 486 
weeks over more 
than nine years, I’ve 
covered multiple 
topics focusing on 
a plethora of wine 
industry goings-on. 
I’ve never been at a 
loss to ferret out a 

kernel of information or news that I can 
nurture and expand into an expansive 
view or viewpoint for a column.

But over the last year or so, I’ve had 
an increasingly difficult time identifying 
fact from opinion, or fiction, in the 
googlesphere of journalism and colloquial 
ramblings. 

As a result, I now find myself plodding 
through every source of information 
I consider when penning a column, 
checking and double-checking, until I am 
confident the information is reliable and 
accurate.

Last week I reported on the plight of 
American workers in the aftermath of 
the Great Recession and the dawn of the 
new Industrial Revolution. I reported 
that workers in small American wineries 
have been somewhat immune due to their 
ability to continuously adapt and weather 
numerous storms.

An important, even critical, component 

of the success of the American wine 
industry, and the agricultural industry in 
general, that I deferred presenting, is the 
contribution of migrant labor.

The wine industry has perennially had 
difficulties in finding workers. In the mid-
1800s, such shortages forced farmers, large 
and small, to legally bring into the United 
States thousands of seasonal workers, 
mainly from Mexico, 
who returned to their 
homeland once crops 
were harvested. Over the 
last 50 years, the need for 
seasonal, and increasingly, 
permanent labor, has 
increased significantly. 
Many employers hired 
these workers, even 
though, increasingly, many illegally 
entered the United States. 

What to do? President Trump pledged to 
stop illegals and he has begun the process. 
But there are likely repercussions if he 
carries out his campaign promise. 

Whether legal or illegal/undocumented, 
the contributions of these workers are vital 
to the success of the wine industry, and by 
extension, the agriculture industry.

The statistics:
There are 11 million undocumented 

immigrants in the United States, of which 
5.8 million (52 percent) are Mexican 
(down from 12 million in 2009). Source: 

Department of Homeland Security.
The highest percentage, about 16 

percent, of all undocumented immigrants 
work in the agriculture industry. Source: 
U.S. Census Bureau.

Without undocumented immigrants 
in the workforce, fruit production would 
decline by 30 to 61 percent. Source: 
American Farm Bureau Federation.

One of the key issues 
is finding and recruiting 
replacement farm 
workers. However, there 
aren’t as many willing, 
callous-handed American 
laborers willing to take 
on farm labor. Here’s an 
example of this dilemma. 
In 2011, the North 

Carolina Growers Association had 6,500 
farm jobs available, all of them in or next 
to counties with unemployment rates 
greater than 10 percent. Only 268 of the 
roughly 500,000 unemployed applied. 
Fully 90 percent of them were hired, but 
only 163 showed up to work on the first 
day, and only seven workers completed 
the growing season. Source: Joint report 
of the Partnership for a New American 
Economy and the Center for Global 
Development.

Another counterargument is that 
automation can cure a good deal of the 
potential problem. However, many small 

farmers and wine producers are not able 
to afford the high cost of mechanical 
harvesters. They also eschew the reduced 
efficiency of mechanized equipment. 

One possible compromise: rather than 
deport illegal immigrants, find a way to 
keep the law-abiding men and women 
working, who provide a vital service to our 
country. Process them into the economy 
as seasonal or full-time workers with 
H-2A visas (as migrant workers), and then 
provide a lawful, and monitored, path to 
citizenship.

As we’re finding out with each passing 
day, initial comments and proclamations 
from the president are not the final word 
on matters of policy. What remains to be 
seen is the final enacted legislation that 
will rule the land. Fulfilling a campaign 
promise from the Oval Office (or Air Force 
One) is one thing; effectuating reasonable 
change through the constitutional process 
may be a more effective solution.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted numerous wine tastings 
and lectures. Nick is a member of the 
Wine Media Guild of wine writers. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

The Impact of Immigrant Workers in the Wine, Agriculture Industries
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www.SawMillClub.com

Saw Mill Club
77 Kensico Drive

Mount Kisco, NY 10549
914-241-0797

Saw Mill Club East
333 N Bedford Rd
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
914-242-9760

BEST
OF

WESTCHESTER
WINNER@SawMillClub #WideWorldOfSawMillClub 

Chase your dreams with us.

a dream chaserI AM

Life is not a dress rehearsal. You get one shot to get it right and one body to
live it in. That’s why you run. One foot in front of the other, at a steady pace,
looking ahead toward your best self and whichever dream you’re chasing.

Never look back. We’re with you every step of the way.

75% off  enrollment


