
By Martin Wilbur
The Byram Hills School District 

announced last Friday that 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William 
Donohue will retire from the post 
at the end of the school year and 
will be replaced by current Assistant 
Superintendent for Human Resources 
Jennifer Lamia.

Lamia, who joined the district in 1990 
as an English teacher, will take over on 
July 1. Donohue was also a longtime 
district educator, having started at 
Byram Hills the same year as Lamia. He 
has been superintendent since 2012.

“Bill Donohue has been an outstanding 
superintendent, and we are grateful for 
his remarkable vision and contributions 
to the district,” Board President Brett 

By Anna Young
The Pleasantville Village Board will say 

goodbye to three-term Trustee Mindy 
Berard at the end of March, but her 
replacement could be a former village 
trustee. 

Jeremiah Lynch, a 26-year Pleasantville 
resident and longtime tax accountent, 
announced last weekend his plan to run 
for the seat being vacated by Berard in the 
March village election.

In 1996, Lynch was elected to the village 
board and served for six years, including 
a stint as deputy mayor. He left the board 
after two terms.

“I enjoy the work and I think I’m good 
at it,” Lynch said. “I have the capacity to 
evaluate issues and really listen to what 
people have to say.”

Meanwhile, at Monday night’s board 
meeting, Trustee Steven Lord, who will be 
completing his first term, announced that 
he will be seeking re-election.

“This may not be the best time to 
announce that but I wanted to let people 
know,” Lord said.

Since stepping down, Lynch has 
remained active locally and on the 
county level, serving on the village’s 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board for 
several years, and now as chairman of the 
Westchester County Planning Board. 

Lynch also contributes to the American 
Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO), Dad’s 
Club of Pleasantville and the Catholic 
Youth Organization (CYO).

Berard called him to let him know she 
wasn’t running for a fourth term, Lynch 

By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Town Board plans to 

ask residents for feedback on changing 
the town’s name to Chappaqua in hopes of 
making the municipality more identifiable 
and to capitalize on the name’s cache.

Board members who discussed the 
matter at last Tuesday’s work session 
mentioned that lack of recognition of the 
name New Castle makes branding the 
entire town less effective.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said he 
has spoken to roughly 10 residents about 
a name change and all were receptive to 
the idea. 

“The thinking is there’s a lot of people 
who pay Chappaqua taxes but have no 
connection to anything Chappaqua 
besides their tax bill and the Chappaqua 
Library and they want more connection to 
Chappaqua,” Greenstein said. “Greenwich 
has five zip codes, we have five zip codes, 

but they’re the Town of Greenwich. 
They’re not the town of something that 
nobody’s ever heard of.” 

If a name change would take place, 
mailing addresses would remain the 
same, he said. Addresses in New Castle 
use Chappaqua, Millwood, Mount Kisco, 
Ossining and Bedford depending on the 
area of town. The current areas could then 
be considered hamlets of the town.

Officials said they will publicize the 
proposal to residents, then schedule 
another work session to hash out various 
issues and invite public comment. Under 
state law, the town would be required to 
hold a formal public hearing, then pass a 
resolution asking the state legislature for 
permission to move ahead with a name 
change, said Town Attorney Edward 
Phillips. 

Phillips’ research has turned up only a 
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Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 
Jennifer Lamia will be Byram Hills’ new schools 
chief  on July 1. She will succeed Dr. William Donohue 
who is retiring at the end of the school year.

AYDIN MAYERS PHOTO
The Briarcliff  boys’ basketball team poses with the championship trophy late Saturday afternoon 
after defeating Pleasantville 69-62 in the title game of  the annual Lt. Charles Garbarini Memorial 
Tournament at Pace University. For more photos from the game, see page 30.
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couple of municipality name changes in 
New York State in the last 70 to 80 years, 
he said.

Greenstein said a change would make it 
easier to market the entire town.

“It would help us brand, which 
Chappaqua, whether people want to 
accept it or not, is a popular brand,” 
Greenstein said. “They know it, just like 
they know Greenwich, just like they know 
Scarsdale, and it would allow us to brand 
Chappaqua without alienating people 

who live in Millwood and Mount Kisco 
and Ossining and Bedford and Yorktown.”

Councilman Adam Brodsky said he 
would like the board to explore the 
possibility and to hear from residents. 
Using a name that is easily recognizable 
has value, he said. Owners of a shopping 
mall in Eastchester, just outside Scarsdale, 
included the village’s name in the 
shopping center’s name and received 
positive reaction.

“I think it’s a clever idea and I think it’s 
intriguing and I think we should give it 

some serious thought,” Brodsky said.
Councilwoman Lisa Katz added that 

few people know where New Castle is 
located. She has also found that the name 
is frequently confused with North Castle.

But one resident of the Ossining 
portion of New Castle said she would 
be opposed to a name change because 
instead of uniting the town it could be 
more polarizing.

Nicole Riché, a member of the 
Millwood-West End Advisory Board, 
said she would anticipate there would be 
pushback from some current Chappaqua 
residents who might not want to be 
associated with residents from the 
town’s other areas. There would also be 
opposition from residents of Millwood 
and the West End, which has distinctive 
qualities.

“I don’t think it would make people feel 
more a part of (the town),” Riché said. 
“If anything, I think it will make them 
feel more isolated because it would be 
the Town of Chappaqua, only we’re not 
Chappaqua.”

While Councilman Jeremy Saland said 
he understood the arguments against the 
change there is an equally strong case to 
be made in favor.

“One argument is that there is value 
in having a consistent name that can be 
marketed to potential businesses that can 
be identifiable and is respected,” Saland 

said.
Councilwoman Hala Makowska, a 

Millwood resident, said she would also 
like to hear from residents.

Advisory Board Co-chair Dianne 
Kleinmann said last week she hadn’t 
previously heard of the proposal but it 
is likely to be a topic of discussion at the 
board’s monthly meeting scheduled for 
this Thursday night.

Greenstein said he would only favor a 
change if a significant segment of town 
residents agreed. If sentiment was 60-40 
to make the change, for example, that 
would not be sufficient, he said. Ex-P’ville Trustee Lynch, Lord Announce 
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Q: Are there advances in cosmetic 
surgery for the body?    
A: Today’s techniques make possible faster recovery 
and dramatically less scarring, while minimizing 
surgical risk. These include replacing general anesthesia 
with local “tumescent” anesthesia, which improves 
safety, reduces post-op pain and speeds recovery. In 
addition, liposuction and lasers are used to supplement 
surgery, reducing scarring, improving results, and 
minimizing your downtime.

Q: What is the newest approach to liposuction?
A: The procedure involves the suctioned removal of 
fat from an area, after which the skin tightens up 
to assume the new contour. Now, lasers are used to 
tighten the skin’s undersurface during surgery so that 
post-op, the skin becomes taut faster, with less trauma. 
This means better results and faster healing. Most 
people return to work by the third day after surgery.   

Q: What is the latest technique for 
removing excess skin? 
A: A tummy tuck eliminates a bulge by lifting tissue 
and pulling it into the new position. Sometimes 
the abdominal muscles are also tightened. Today’s 

surgeons incorporate liposuction to remove fat in the 
area, minimizing the amount of skin removed. That 
results in less pain, smaller scars and faster recovery. 
The procedure usually involves an overnight hospital 
stay, and you’ll be back to work in one to two weeks. 
Modern arm lifts and thigh lifts also incorporate 
liposuction to remove fat, reducing the amount of loose 
skin. You enjoy greater safety, less scarring and faster 
recovery.  After an arm and thigh lift, you can be back 
to work in one week. While there is an immediate 
visible difference after all three procedures, you’ll 
enjoy the full results in about three weeks.

Q: How should I choose the right 
surgeon and facility? 
A: Choose a surgeon board-certified in this specialty 
with extensive experience in body-contouring 
procedures. At the Center for Plastic Surgery at 
Northern Westchester Hospital, specialized surgeons 
and anesthesiologists work with highly experienced 
nurses in a hospital setting that offers patients 
comfort, privacy and pampering combined with 
the safety, expertise and advanced technology 
of a surgically sophisticated hospital. 

Considering Body Contouring?  
Learn how you benefit from advances in 
body cosmetic surgery… 

Dr. Michael Rosenberg 
Director, Institute of 
Aesthetic Surgery and Medicine
Associate Medical Director 
Northern Westchester Hospital 
nwhplasticsurgery.org/DrRosenberg

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Learn about all our 
cosmetic procedures, visit 
www.nwhplasticsurgery.org

said it was the right time for him to 
contribute to village government once 
again. 

If elected, Lynch said his background 
as an accountant will be a valuable asset 
to the village, particularly with respect 
to taxes and budgeting. He works at a 
global tax services firm.

“I bring a valuable background to the 
table, especially regarding the Trump 
Administration, regarding taxes and 
what that will mean to New Yorkers and 
the residents of the village,” Lynch said. 

He said his main goal would be to 

help elevate the level of communication 
between the village and its residents. 
With a lackluster e-mail distribution 
system in place, Lynch said residents 
shouldn’t have to ask for information as 
much as they are. 

“We should be pushing information 
out to residents and making it easier for 
them to be informed,” he said. 

Village elections are scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 21. Residents who wish 
to run for one of the seats may file a 
petition with the village clerk’s office by 
early February.

continued from page 1
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By Neal Rentz and Anna Young
On a strict 9-8 party line vote, the 

Westchester County Board of Legislators 
Monday night approved banning gun 
shows at county-owned facilities, but is 
unlikely to withstand an anticipated veto.

The legislation came about after 
County Executive Rob Astorino 
scheduled the Northeast Gun Show at 
the County Center in White Plains for 
the weekend of Jan. 21-22. It would be 
the first gun show since 2012, before 
the Sandy Hook Elementary School 
massacre of 20 first-graders and six staff 
members in Newtown, Conn.

Monday’s vote came after intense 
debate among opponents and supporters 
of the ban. Democratic legislators who 
supported the measure said they did not 
want the county promoting gun sales in 
county facilities.

They also denied it would infringe on 
gun owners’ Second Amendment rights. 

Ban supporters referred to recent acts 
of gun violence, including last Friday’s 
shooting at Ft. Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport that resulted in the 
death of five people and the death of a 
13-year-old Mount Vernon girl who was 
hit by a stray bullet who was a passenger 
in a car driven by her mother.

Legislator Virginia Perez (D-Yonkers), 
chair of the board’s Legislation 
Committee, was one of the strongest 

supporters of the bill. Her younger 
brother was shot and killed 10 years 
ago while on his job delivering food in 
Yonkers.

“My brother’s shooting was a major 
motivating influence in my decision to 
enter public service and so I will support 
any proposal that makes Westchester 
County residents more safe when it 
comes to guns,” Perez said.

Republican legislators supporting 
the bill said it would violate Second 
Amendment rights of county residents. 
Representatives of the Department 
of Public Safety had testified during 
committee meetings last week that no 
firearms sold during gun shows at the 
County Center were used in crimes, they 
mentioned.

Furthermore, gun shows at the facility 
have tight security with a strong police 
presence, they said.

Board Vice Chairman James Maisano 
(R-New Rochelle) said people have “a 
constitutional right to bear arms,” which 
would be abridged if the gun show ban 
was enacted, he said.

In a related action, the Board of 
Legislators voted unanimously to 
schedule a public hearing at the County 
Center on Jan. 24 at 7 p.m. to hear 
comments for legislation proposed 
by the board’s Republican caucus that 
would require gun show operators 

adhere to strict operational guidelines 
recommended by state Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman.

Earlier in the day, Rep. Nita Lowey 
(D-Harrison), accompanied by other 
Westchester Democrats and gun control 
advocates, voiced her disgust with the 
move to bring a gun show back to the 
County Center four years after the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School massacre.

“We cannot allow the reinstatement of 
the gun show in the Westchester County 
Center to be a harbinger of successes to 
come for those seeking to weaken gun 
safety instead of strengthening them,” 
Lowey said during a press conference 
at the county building. “A gun show 
simply must not be held on government 
property. It should not be held at the 
Westchester County Center period.”

The county discontinued gun shows 
from 1999 to 2010. Astorino lifted the 
ban after taking office and one was held 
at the County Center in 2012. 

However, after the Sandy Hook 
tragedy, a 2013 show was canceled and a 
handshake agreement was made among 
county officials that the center would no 
longer host gun shows. 

Democratic legislators stressed that 
the ban does not extend to private 
venues.

The vote was held after a Jan. 3 joint 
committee meeting that sent the measure 
to the full board. 

“I, as one legislator, recognize the 
right to the Second Amendment,” 
Board Chairman Michael Kaplowitz 
(D-Somers) said last week. “I don’t read 
in there the right to have a gun show at 
the County Center.”

Republican Minority Leader John 
Testa (R-Peekskill) said personal views 
swayed Democrats.

“I think we need to keep in mind 
that we talk about discrimination and 
equal protection, and all these things 
are conveniently being sent to the side 
because of personal views,” Testa said. 
“There’s been a lot of talk about taxpayer 
funding, but a lot of the people going to 
this show who own guns and purchase 
guns pay taxes also and want this show.”

Legislator Virginia Perez, chair of  the board’s 
Legislation Committee, was one of  the strongest 
supporters of  the bill to ban gun shows at county 
facilities.

County Narrowly Approves Gun Show Ban; Veto Expected
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.
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Summers said in a statement, speaking 
on behalf of the entire board. 

Lamia’s selection as the next 
superintendent continued the district’s 
practice of cultivating administrative 
leaders from its ranks.

“The process for selecting Dr. 
Donohue’s successor couldn’t have gone 
smoother, and was made easier as a 
result of years of focus on leadership 
succession,” Summers said. “The board 
was absolutely unanimous in this 
decision, and recognized Ms. Lamia’s 
outstanding intellect, demonstrated 
leadership and deep commitment to the 
success and continued improvement of 
the district.”

The board is expected to make the 
appointment official at its meeting 
tonight (Tuesday).

Attempts to reach Donohue on 
Monday regarding his pending 
retirement were unsuccessful.

Lamia said she is looking forward 
to guiding the 2,400-student district 
where she has served almost her entire 
education career.

“What I love about this school 
community is that you can be the 
superintendent and still remain 

connected to the kids,” Lamia said. 
“The student perspective drives 
everything that we’re doing, so knowing 
a significant number of students in the 
district and watching them enjoy their 
learning motivates my leadership.”

She said her goal will be to maintain 
Byram Hills’ stature as an elite district 
with an extremely talented faculty and 
staff.

When Lamia arrived at Byram Hills, 
she was as an English teacher at H.C. 
Crittenden Middle School after teaching 
one year in Tuxedo, Orange County. 

In 2003, she was promoted to chair 
the English Department for grades 
6-12. Five years later, she became the 
assistant principal at Byram Hills High 
School, a position she held until 2010, 
when she, her husband and their two 
sons moved temporarily to Brazil.

When the family returned from South 
America two years later, Lamia took the 
post of assistant to the superintendent 
in Byram Hills, and was later named 
assistant superintendent.

Lamia credited Crittenden Principal 
H. Evan Powderly with being one of the 
leaders who encouraged her to become 
an administrator. He was one of two 
educators who suggested to her in 2002 

that she enroll in a master’s program in 
educational administration at Fordham 
University. She received the degree 
from that program in 2005 and is now 
earning a doctorate in education from 
Johns Hopkins University.

She also said Donohue has been an 
important mentor.

“Bill is an incredible leader and part of 
his leadership strength is in cultivating 
the strengths of the people around him,” 
Lamia said. “For many years, I’ve been 
fortunate to work closely with him and 
to take part in decision making, which 
is effective preparation for this new 
position.”

Her appointment was supported 
enthusiastically by Byram Hills PTSA 
President Abby Woodworth.

“Jen Lamia is someone both 
parents and teachers highly respect,” 
Woodworth said. “Her history in Byram 
Hills and her leadership abilities in 
the education field make her the right 
choice for superintendent. I cannot 
think of anyone better to lead Byram 
Hills into the future.”

Longtime community resident and 
former trustee Vince Greco said Lamia’s 
appointment is an “outstanding decision 
by the board.”

“I couldn’t be happier,” he said. “The 
district is in excellent shape, both from 
a financial and educational perspective. 
Jen has a great deal of vision and 
demonstrated leadership, and I’m 
confident that the district will be in 
excellent hands.”

Byram Hills’ Donahue to Retire; Assistant Super Named Replacement
continued from page 1

Byram Hills Superintendent Dr. William Donohue 
will be retiring from his post on June 30.

W E L C OM E
OUR

N E W P H Y S I C I A N S

Orthopedic surgeons Rick Weinstein, MD and  
Michael Gott, MD along with physiatrist and pain 
management specialist Syed Rahman, MD are now 
seeing patients in Armonk. 

The team brings a combined 33 years of experience 
in orthopedics and sports medicine to provide 
patients with the highest level of care for surgical 
and non-surgical orthopedic procedures. 

Call 914-358-9700 to schedule an appointment at 
White Plains Hospital Medical & Wellness at 99 
Business Park Drive in Armonk.

wphpa.org

W H I T E  P L A I N S  H O S P I T A L  I S  A  P R O U D  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  M O N T E F I O R E  H E A L T H  S Y S T E M

Advertise in The Examiner  •  914-864-0878  •  advertising@theexaminernews.com



January 10 - January 16, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 5

By Rick Pezzullo
The Indian Point nuclear power plants, 

which have been a fixture in the Village 
of Buchanan for more than 50 years and 
help provide electricity to several million 
homes and businesses in Westchester 
and New York City, will close in 2021.

The stunning announcement was 
first reported by The New York Times 
last Friday and confirmed Monday by 
Entergy, which purchased the plants 
15 years ago and invested $1.3 billion 
in safety improvements. Entergy has 
been seeking a 20-year license renewal 
from the federal Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) since 2007 to 
continue operating the facility.

“Key considerations in our decision 
to shut down Indian Point ahead of 
schedule include sustained low current 
and projected wholesale energy prices 
that have reduced revenues, as well as 
increased operating costs,” said Bill 
Mohl, president of Entergy Wholesale 
Commodities. “In addition, we foresee 
continuing costs for license renewal 
beyond the more than $200 million and 
10 years we have already invested.”

An agreement to shut down the 
plants was worked out between Entergy, 
several state offices and agencies and 

Riverkeeper. Under the pact, Indian 
Point Unit 2 will cease operations as 
early as April 2020 and Unit 3 in April 
2021. However, an emergency provision 
is included that could give Entergy 
an additional four years of service in 
the event of war, a sudden increase in 
electrical demand or a sudden shortage 
of electric energy.

“For 15 years, I have been deeply 
concerned by the continuing safety 
violations at Indian Point, especially 
given its location in the largest and most 
densely populated metropolitan region 
in the country,” Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said. “This administration has been 
aggressively pursuing and incentivizing 
the development of clean, reliable 
energy, and the state is fully prepared to 
replace the power generated by the plant 
at a negligible cost to ratepayers.”

“Closure of Indian Point represents a 
landmark victory for the Hudson River 
and the people of New York,” said Scenic 
Hudson President Ned Sullivan. 

Rep. Nita Lowey (D-Harrison) also 
applauded the agreement, having 
advocated closing Indian Point for the 
last 15 years. 

“Indian Point has long posed a grave 
threat to the safety and well-being 

of those living not only in the Lower 
Hudson Valley but to the nearly 18 
million residents within a 50-mile 
radius, including New York City,” Lowey 
said. “I look forward to working with the 
governor to find green solutions to meet 
New York’s energy needs, keep energy 
prices low, replace jobs and assist the 
workforce at Indian Point, support the 
local economy, and address the proper 
removal and storage of nuclear waste 
from the facility.”

According to Entergy, about 1,000 
employees work at Indian Point Energy 
Center and opportunities within the 
company will be offered to those 
interested in continuing employment. 
The agreement calls on Entergy to 
annually move a set number of spent 
fuel rods from its storage pools to 
dry cast storage on site and have 
annual inspections by state designated 
representatives through 2021. 

Entergy will also establish a $15 
million fund for river restoration and 
remediation, as well as projects providing 
public benefits to the community.

“This agreement provides what we’ve 
been fighting for for decades: a definite 
early closing date for Indian Point – 
our biggest existential threat in the 
region,” said Riverkeeper President Paul 
Gallay. “It’s a win for the safety of our 
communities, a win for the Hudson River 

and all the rich variety of life within it, 
and a win for a clean, sustainable energy 
future.”

But not everyone was happy with the 
announcement, particularly local leaders 
who were blindsided by the news.

“Westchester County has not been 
a part of any talks to close Indian 
Point, and that’s a big problem,” said 
County Executive Rob Astorino, noting 
Westchester currently receives $4.5 
million annually in property taxes 
from Entergy. “Any discussion to close 
Indian Point must have the one million 
people of Westchester represented at the 
table. Closing Indian Point will wreak 
unwarranted economic chaos on the 
county of Westchester. Safety is always 

Indian Point Nuclear Power Plants to Close By 2021

Indian Point nuclear power plant in Buchanan is 
scheduled to close in a little more than four years.

continued on page 16

Local Leaders Stunned by Bombshell
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Mount Kisco-based CareMount Medical 
opened a new facility in Mount Pleasant last 
Tuesday, Jan. 3.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held 
on Friday for Urgent Care-Thornwood, 
located at 12 Marble Ave. CareMount is 
an independent medical group that has 
locations in Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess, 
Columbia, and Ulster counties.

Dr. Scott Hayworth, CareMount Medical’s 
president and CEO, said the group wanted 
to open a new facility south of Mount Kisco. 
Urgent-Care Thornwood is CareMount 
Medical’s 43rd location, he said.

“Mount Pleasant is a great location,” 
Hayworth said. 

Urgent Care-Thornwood is open 
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 7:45 p.m. and 
weekends from 8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. No 
appointments are required.

The office can treat those suffering from 
ear, nose and throat problems, sprains 
and fractures, infections and cold and flu 
symptoms. 

For more information call 1-844-484-
6564 or visit http://www.caremountmedical.
com/directory/locations/show/thornwood-
urgent-care.

--Neal Rentz

Thornwood Urgent Care Facility 
Celebrates With Grand Opening 

Emergency Blood Drive at Pleasantville 
Emanuel Lutheran Jan. 14

A blood emergency declared on 
Nov. 28 by the New York Blood 
Center is still in effect. The problem 
was made worse in December 
when the number of blood donors 
historically drops while the number 
of emergency blood transfusions 
increases due to holiday-related 
activities like driving and accidents 
in the home.  

The Emanuel Lutheran Church in 
Pleasantville is helping by sponsoring 
a blood drive this Saturday, Jan. 14 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the church 
on 197 Manville Rd. Whole blood 
and red cell units will be collected 
from qualifying candidates. 

According to the New York Blood 
Center, the supply of blood on hand 
is inadequate to meet demand if a 
storm should cause the cancellation 
of scheduled drives or if there is 
a largescale or several small-scale 
emergency events of any kind or if 
a higher than average number of 
persons admitted to hospitals for any 
reason should require a transfusion.  

Both whole blood and double 
red cell units will be collected from 
qualifying candidates. All blood 
types are needed, but a special 

request goes out to persons who are 
Rh negative. 

If anyone donated whole blood 
at the Nov. 1, 2016, drive at 
Pleasantville High School, they are 
eligible to donate either whole blood 
or red cells on Saturday. Those who 
donated double red cells on Nov. 
1 are not eligible since there is a 
requirement to wait at least 112 days 
before donating again.

Furthermore, the 30-day deferral 
due to travel in Zika-endemic areas 
has been lifted. All blood is now 
routinely tested for the presence of 
the Zika virus.

Although this drive makes 
it convenient for Pleasantville 
residents to participate, blood 
donors from all towns are welcome 
to lend their help.

To schedule an appointment, call 
800-933-2566 or visit https://drm.
nybloodcenter.org/PublicScheduler/
Default.aspx. For information 
regarding your eligibility (medical, 
travel, etc.), call 800-688-0900. 
Although it is helpful to let the 
organizers know in advance that you 
plan to come, walk-ins are always 
accepted.  

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held last Friday 
for CareMount Medical’s Urgent Care-Thornwood 
on Marble Avenue, which was attended by local 
elected officials and CareMount representatives

 Experience = Success 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-649-1157
(Cell) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 
Please Contact Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 

 And remember - my time is your time. 
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By Martin Wilbur
Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed a hotel 

occupancy tax into law hours before 
the Jan. 1 deadline for 14 Westchester 
municipalities, including Mount Kisco, 
North Castle and Harrison.

The tax, which is permitted in cities but 
not in towns and villages without state 
legislation, allows the host community 
to levy up to a 3 percent tax at hotels and 
motels, money that would go into the local 
coffers. 

Assemblyman David Buchwald (D-White 
Plains) sponsored the legislation for Mount 
Kisco, North Castle and Harrison since 

they are in his district. He said Tuesday the 
municipalities will now be able to use the 
extra revenue to cut taxes or pay for services 
such as road repairs.

“I would like to thank Gov. Cuomo 
for signing these bills into law, especially 
since he vetoed them last year,” Buchwald 
said. “The state legislature and our local 
governments came together and united to 
reduce reliance on property taxes to the 
relief of local residents. This is a victory for 
the people of Harrison, Mount Kisco and 
North Castle.”

State. Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye), who 
was the Senate sponsor of the bills for North 

Castle and Harrison, said he was pleased 
that Cuomo provided his approval this year. 
The governor vetoed similar bills last year 
for Harrison and North Castle and several 
other municipalities. 

There had been opposition from some 
business leaders who have contended the 
tax could curtail travel to Westchester 
communities. 

However, supporters of the bill countered 
that other municipalities throughout 
Westchester, including White Plains and 
Rye Brook, as well as many other locations 
around the United States that have a similar 
hotel occupancy tax, have not seen a drop 

off in tourism or business travel.
With money tight as municipalities 

struggle to maintain services while 
complying with the tax cap, Cuomo’s 
signature on the local bills comes as 
welcome relief.

“The legislation gives several Westchester 
County municipalities another tool to 
control real property taxes by imposing 
modest user fees on hotels, motels and 
other transient type housing,” said Mount 
Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich, whose 
municipality has a Holiday Inn. “I thank 
Assemblyman David Buchwald, whose 
extensive local government experience is 
reflected in this bill.”

North Castle Supervisor Michael Schiliro 
has said that the law would likely generate 
between $80,000 to $120,000 a year in extra 
revenue generated by La Quinta Inn on 
Business Park Drive in Armonk, the town’s 
lone lodging facility. Town officials have 
mentioned they would apply that money to 
accelerate road repairs.

“The new law provides tax cap relief 
to our taxpayers as the new revenue will 
help improve our town’s infrastructure, 
specifically our roads,” Schiliro said in a 
statement. 

The other communities in Westchester 
that can also levy the tax are Ardsley, Dobbs 
Ferry, Elmsford, Greenburgh, Hastings-
on-Hudson, Irvington, Mamaroneck, Port 
Chester, Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown and 
Tuckahoe.

Cuomo Signs Hotel Occupancy Tax Bills for Mt. Kisco, North Castle

CUSTOM CABINETRY
914-557-6703

ArlingtonWoodworking.com
Ralph@ArlingtonWoodworking.com

54 Pond View Court
Ossining, NY 10562

ARLINGTON 
W O O D W O R K I N G
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Your Move Is My Mission!
As a broker with seventeen years of experience,  

I can guide you through any real estate transaction.
If you are selling, I can work with you to price, stage and  

market your home for the best results. My sale to original list 
price % is 99.85 (according to HGAR MLS for 2016).  
This percentage is one of the highest in Westchester  

and translates to more money for your home.
If you are buying, I can help you  

find the right home for the right price.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you,  

or someone you know, have any real estate needs.

Daniel Tuck was #1 in closed dollar volume and  
total units sold in the Pleasantville school system in 2016  

(according to HGAR MLS for 2016).

Daniel Tuck
Licensed Real Estate Associate Broker 

Coldwell Banker
1 Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY 10570
Mobile 914 714 4470 

Daniel.Tuck@cbmoves.com  
www.danieltuck.net
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant Supervisor Carl 

Fulgenzi said Friday a mix-up prevented 
legislation that would have allowed the 
town to levy a hotel occupancy tax from 
reaching the desk of Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

Cuomo signed legislation on New Year’s 
Eve, hours before the deadline, permitting 
14 other Westchester towns and villages, 
including Mount Kisco, North Castle and 
Harrison, the ability to impose a tax of 
up to 3 percent for hotel and motel guests 
within its boundaries. The tax, which is 
permitted in cities without state legislation, 
is seen as an extra source of revenue for 
municipalities constrained by the tax cap.

Fulgenzi said he spoke 
with Assemblyman Thomas 
Abinanti (D-Greenburgh/
Mount Pleasant) who told him 
that the home rule request did 
not reach state Sen. Terrence 
Murphy (R-Yorktown) for 
sponsorship in the Senate.

“Murphy said he didn’t 
receive the legislation,” 
Fulgenzi said.

Fulgenzi said he 
subsequently spoke with 
Murphy and Abinanti who 
told him they were working to have the 
home rule legislation approved early in the 

new session and brought to 
the governor for his approval. 

“There was just a mix-up in 
the process,” Fulgenzi said. 

The town has one hotel, 
Comfort Inn & Suites in 
Hawthorne. Fulgenzi said 
the town does not have an 
estimate for how much the 
tax would generate for Mount 
Pleasant on an annual basis. 

Fulgenzi, who leads the all-
Republican Mount Pleasant 
Town Board, said he did not 

believe politics played any role in denying 
the town the tax.

Mount Pleasant Supervisor 
Carl Fulgenzi

Snafu Denies Mt. Pleasant Hotel Tax Legislation
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By Neal Rentz
Anthony Sturniolo, a longtime 

Mount Kisco Planning Board member 
and a CBS employee for more than four 
decades, was fondly recalled last week 
for his service to the village.

Sturniolo died on Dec. 21 in the 
village. He was 72. 

Sturniolo was born in New York 
City on Mar. 15, 1944, to Alfred and 
Santa Sturniolo and grew up in Mount 
Vernon. 

He graduated from Archbishop 
Stepinac High School in White Plains 
and from New York University with a 
degree in communication arts.

Sturniolo had a long-held interest in 
theater, television and film. He worked 
part-time for CBS television while 
attending college. He then served two 
years in the U.S. Army Signal Corps as 
a director and cameraman. Following 
his discharge, he returned to CBS as the 
manager of the Ed Sullivan Theater. 

Sturniolo worked for CBS for 42 years 
and retired in 2006 as an executive with 
CBS News program “60 Minutes.”

In retirement, he traveled around 
world with his wife and best friend, Pat.

Sturniolo was an active member of the 
community, serving as vice chairman of 

the planning board and on the board 
of directors of the Italian-American 
Club of Northern Westchester. He was 
named the organization’s Man of the 
Year in 2005.

“He made a difference. He made an 
impact on this community,” said Mayor 
Michael Cindrich. “He will be missed.” 

Planning Board Chairman Doug 

Hertz, a board colleague of Sturniolo 
for 17 years, called him “a wonderful 
man.”

He said Sturniolo, who served more 
than 20 years on the planning board, 
treated applicants fairly and was always 
very evenhanded. 

In addition to his wife, Sturniolo is 
survived by his sister, Vernette Molloy; 
his nieces and nephews Tracy, Tara, TJ, 

Cristin and Michael; his grandniece and 
grandnephew, Madison and Nicholas; 
and several cousins.

Cassidy-Flynn Funeral Home in 
Mount Kisco handled the funeral 
arrangements. A funeral mass was 
held for Sturniolo on Dec. 30 at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church in Mount 
Kisco. Interment followed at Ferncliff 
Cemetery in Hartsdale. 
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Longtime Mt. Kisco Planning Board Member Sturniolo Remembered
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Giovanni Petriccione
Giovanni (John) Petriccione of 

Pleasantville passed away on Jan. 5 at the 
age of 64.  

He is survived by his loving wife, 
Angela; his three brothers, Pasquale, 
Vincenzo and Claudio; and his three 
sisters, Angela, Florence and Rosanna. 
He is also survived by numerous nieces 
and nephews and great-nieces and great-
nephews locally and throughout the U.S.    

Petriccione was born in Capua, Italy to 
Crescenzo and Anna Petriccione on Jan. 
12, 1952. He spent his formative years in 
Capua, then his family moved to White 
Plains. He attended White Plains High 
School and graduated in 1971. Following 
graduation, he joined Local 21, the 
Plumbers and Steam Fitters Union. 

After 16 years, he joined the faculty of 
Mount Vernon High School and taught 
plumbing and HVAC work. During 
his tenure, he earned his bachelor’s in 
education from New York City Technical 
College.

In 2008, he joined the faculty of 
Putnam-Northern Westchester BOCES 
where he taught plumbing and welding 
until he retired last June. There were 
many student success stories that can be 
attributed to his devotion and dedication 
to his profession.  

He and Angela cherished their time 
together, traveling and visiting friends 
and family. His passions were golf and 
winemaking, which often included his 
brothers, brother-in-laws and nephews. 
His vast repertoire of country and 
Neopolitan songs was legendary.    

His faith in God was reflected in his 
generosity and his willingness to help 
anyone in need. Petriccione was an 
individual who never had a disparaging 
word about anyone. His resonant 
laughter was infectious. Above all, his 
love and devotion to his wife and family 
was unsurpassed. He will be greatly 
missed.     

Visitation was on Jan. 9 at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home, Inc. in 
Pleasantville. A Mass of Christian was 
held today (Tuesday) at 10 a.m. at Holy 
Innocents Church in Pleasantville. 
Entombment followed at Ferncliff 
Cemetery in Hartsdale. 

Obituaries

Anthony Sturniolo, a longtime CBS employee and 
Mount Kisco Planning Board member, died last 
month at 72.
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By Martin Wilbur
Con Edison is returning to New Castle 

later this month for another round of tree 
trimming but utility representatives insisted 
last week that the work will be nowhere near 
as extensive as previous visits.

A letter was sent to residents informing 
them of the latest trimming cycle that 
will take place along Quaker Ridge Road, 
Quaker Bridge Road and Glendale Road 
on the far western edge of town, said Allan 
Douglas, field operations planner for Con 
Edison. This is the fourth trimming cycle 
since the program started about 10 years 
ago to help prevent power outages caused 
by trees and tree limbs falling on power 
lines, he said.

Douglas, who said work is likely to begin at 
the end of the month, assured town officials 
last week in an appearance before the town 
board with two other utility representatives 
that most of the work has been completed 
and should not cause disruption.

“We’re just doing our routine 
trimming,” he said. “It started in 2007, 
we did an enhanced trimming. All of the 
municipalities are on board, the county, 
New York City. We sent out a mailing 
four to six weeks prior to (the) start of any 
work and right now we’re completing our 
contract negotiations with our contractors 
and getting them on board.”

That initial letter which has already 

been sent to residents in the area, will be 
followed up by another notification, he said. 
Con Edison has already fielded questions 
from the public about the upcoming work, 
Douglas added.

About two years ago, Con Edison 
aggressively cut down trees near power 
lines in portions of town sparking outrage. 
Many complained the utility downplayed 
the scope of the work. 

Town Administrator Jill Shapiro said 
following the communication failure, 
the town asked Con Edison to have a 
community notification plan in place for 
future work.

Douglas explained that the more 
aggressive campaign was part of the utility’s 
storm-hardening program, which followed 
Superstorm Sandy. That storm caused 
massive outages.

“This is going to be a lot less, and most of 
this is already done,” he said of the planned 
trimming. 

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said a key 
area is concern is that with the previous 
Con Edison visit residents were unprepared 
for the sudden change in landscape.

“I think most of the problem is that the 
amount of trees that were taken down last 
time, though you sent out the letters, a lot 
of people felt that the letters didn’t give 
them adequate notice to the whole scope,” 
Greenstein said.

Con Edison to Return to New 
Castle for More Tree Trimming 

On Martin Luther King Day, this Monday, 
Jan. 16, there will be free concerts, book 
readings and arts and crafts and story time 
for children at Barnes & Noble City Center 
in White Plains.

The schedule of free events, presented 
by the Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom 
Library, include arts and crafts and reading 
to children from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Rahi 
Jones, author of “Earth to a Hero,” will speak 
from 11 a.m. to noon to children six to 10 
years old on what it means to be a hero; 
award-winning illustrator Jerry Pinkney 
will appear from 12 to 1 p.m.; and Lori 
Tharps, author of “Same Family, Different 
Color,” will speak from 1 to 2 p.m.

The program will be rounded out by two 
one-hour concerts. First, Julius Rodriguez 
from the from the Juilliard School of Music 
will perform jazz piano at 2 p.m., followed 
by the Ptah Djembe Drummers at 3 p.m.

The day’s events are part of a fundraiser. 
For everyone who makes a purchase at any 
Barnes & Noble on Jan. 16 and gives the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom Library’s 
book fair ID, 12064929, Barnes & Noble 
will make a donation to the library. It also 
receives a donation if you visit bn.com/
bookfairs from Jan. 14 to Jan. 24 and enter 
book fair ID 12064929 at checkout. 

This fundraiser will raise money to buy 
books and films for the Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Freedom Library, located at 250 Bryant 
Ave. in White Plains, which is free and open 
to the public. The library has unusual and 
important books and films for adults and 
children on subjects such as nonviolence 
and anti-racism, Dr. King and other great 
peacemakers, African-American history 
and more. 

For more information on this and other 
programs, call 914-949-6555.

MLK Day Celebrated With Book 
Signings, Concerts, Children’s Activities

Award-winning illustrator Jerry Pinkney will be 
on hand at Barnes & Noble in White Plains on 
Monday for a fundraiser for the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Freedom Library.
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County Police/Mount Kisco

Jan. 1: A Maple Avenue resident 
reported at 10:36 p.m. that he observed 
a man with a bloody nose lying at the 
bottom of a staircase. The caller also 
said he saw another man running from 
the scene and feared the injured man 
had been assaulted. When officers 
responded, the injured party was found 
to be highly intoxicated and unable 
to say whether he had fallen down 
the stairs or had been assaulted. The 
subject was transported to Northern 
Westchester Hospital.

Jan. 3: Police responded to West 
Main Street at 8:36 a.m. after a vehicle 
lost a tire and was blocking the road. 
The disabled vehicle was towed from 
the scene.

Jan. 3: An employee at an auto 
dealership on North Bedford Road 
reported at 10:49 p.m. that someone 
removed eight New York State 
inspection stickers from a file cabinet 
in the service department. The theft 
occurred sometime between Dec. 31 
and Jan. 2. 

Jan. 3: A Diplomat Drive resident 
called police at 11:32 p.m. to complain 
about loud music coming from a 
neighbor’s apartment. Officers spoke 
with the neighbor who agreed to turn 
the music down.

Jan. 5: Police responded to Northern 
Westchester Hospital at 6:28 p.m. after 
an employee of a North Bedford Road 
auto dealership reported that a car 
drove over his foot and injured him as 
it left the dealership lot. The employee 
was unable to provide a description of 
the vehicle.

Jan. 6: A 20-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested at 8:30 a.m. and 
charged with second-degree assault 
and third-degree criminal mischief, 
both felonies, following an altercation 
at his home. He is accused of punching 
another person and shattering a window 
and other items during the dispute. Two 
county police officers suffered minor 
injuries while placing the man under 
arrest.

Jan. 6: Police responded to Turner 
Lane at 11:15 a.m. following a report 
of a man who was sitting in his car and 
hadn’t moved since 7 a.m. The man 
told officers he was feeling fine and was 
simply napping while he waited to pick 
up a friend who works in the area.

North Castle Police Department

Jan. 1: Report of a party on Agnew 

Farm Road at 12:16 a.m. with loud 
subjects in the street. The responding 
officer reported that a party has ended 
and people are being picked up. The 
officer advised the individuals to keep 
clear of the roadway.

Jan. 1: Report of criminal mischief 
at the Jennie Clarkson facility on Old 
Orchard Street at 2:27 a.m. A resident 
threw a chair at an employee who 
suffered a minor injury.

Jan. 2: A caller reported at 1:24 p.m. 
that a tree was leaning on wires on 
Route 128 across the street from David 
Chen Chinese Restaurant.

Jan. 3: Report of a suspicious person 
at a Skyview Drive residence at 11:39 
a.m. The resident reported that a 
man rang her doorbell and stated he 
was from a jewelry store in Franklin 
Square, L.I. and that his mother sent 
him to the location to see if a package 
was there by mistake. The individual 
was described as a heavyset white male 
wearing a hoodie and sweatpants. He 
was reported to have left the grounds in 
a gray vehicle, possibly a Hyundai. 

Jan. 5: A caller reported at 11:48 
a.m. that several persons are on the 
grass on Route 22 across from Nick’s 
Corner Market and appear to be in 
need of assistance. The responding 
officer spoke with the individuals, 
who reported that their vehicle was 
impounded subsequent to a traffic stop 
by state police on I-684 and they are 
waiting at the location for a ride. They 
stated that someone is coming to pick 
them up in about 10 minutes.

Pleasantville Police Department

Dec. 31: A Sunnyside Avenue resident 
reported at 9:02 p.m. that three youths 
were at her doorstep jiggling the handle. 
The resident reported the youths fled 
down Clinton Street before police 
arrived. 

Jan. 4: A 49-year-old Bedford Hills 
woman was arrested on Romer Avenue 
at 5:07 p.m. for a vehicle and traffic 
law infraction. The matter is under 
investigation.  

Jan. 4: A 19-year-old man was arrested 
on Marble Avenue at 10:40 p.m. for 
unlawful possession of marijuana. Police 
confiscated the marijuana. 

Jan 5: Two 19-year-old males were 
arrested at 9:25 p.m. on Foxwood Drive 
for allegedly smoking marijuana in a car 
at Foxwood Condominiums. They were 
charged with criminal possession of 
marijuana. 

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878
email advertising@theexaminernews.com

Police Blotter

A 71-year-old Pleasantville man was 
killed last Thursday in a one-car crash on 
the Taconic Parkway in Yorktown after 
his car suddenly veered off the road and 
struck a guiderail.

State Police said Anthony Giorgio was 
driving southbound near the Underhill 
Avenue exit at about 12:20 p.m. when his 
sedan inexplicably went off the parkway 
and struck the railing on the eastern 
shoulder. 

The car went down an embankment 
that separates the parkway’s northbound 
and southbound lanes before coming 
to a stop. Giorgio was pronounced 
deceased at the scene by a paramedic 
from Empress EMS, police said.

He was the sole occupant of the 
vehicle.

Members of the Yorktown Fire 
Department and the Westchester County 
Medical Examiner responded to the 
scene.

On Jan. 4, a 25-year-old Cortlandt 
man was seriously injured when the 
car he was driving left the roadway on 
the northbound side of the Taconic in 
Hawthorne and crashed into a tree.

Police said the drivers, Frantz Estimar, 
was trapped inside the vehicle, which 
went off the road around milepost marker 
4.7. The Hawthorne Fire Department and 
EMS extricated Estimar and transported 
him to Westchester Medical Center with 
serious injuries. No further details were 
provided about his condition.

An investigation indicated that 
Estimar, also the lone occupant of his 
car, was speeding. He exited the roadway 
for an unknown reason and struck a tree 
in the center median, police said.

State police were assisted by the 
New York State Park Police in the 
investigation.

—Martin Wilbur

Pair of One-Car Taconic Crashes 
Kills One Man, Injures Another

Stuart R. Shamberg, the founding 
partner of the Mount Kisco law firm 
Shamberg Marwell Hollis Andreycak & 
Laidlaw, P.C., died on New Year’s Day at 
the age of 90.

Shamberg was the beloved husband 
for 44 years of Paula W. Shamberg, 
who survives him, along with his 
three children, Steven Shamberg, Jane 
Saunders and Aaron Shamberg. He is 
also survived by his three stepchildren, 
Sarah Pember, Tom Phillips and Mike 
Phillips, nine grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild.

Stuart excelled in life as a family man, 
lawyer and person and is so missed by 
all. Shamberg was born on Apr. 4, 1926, 
in New Rochelle, where he grew up, the 
son of Herbert and Nita Shamberg, one 
of their two children. He predeceased by 
his brother, Douglas. 

After graduating from New Rochelle 
High School in 1944, Shamberg joined 
the U.S. Navy and served in World War 
II. Upon his discharge from the Navy, he 
attended Cornell University on the G.I. 
Bill, graduated in 1951 and returned to 
Cornell to obtain his law degree in 1954, 
working his way through college and 
law school at various jobs. Shamberg 
took the New York bar exam in 1954 
to the sound of a constant jackhammer 
outside the examination room. While 

this distraction upset many of the other 
applicants, he had paid his way through 
school as a jackhammer operator in the 
summers and passed the exam with a 
smile on his face. 

Shamberg was a prominent land 
use lawyer in Westchester County and 
founded the firm that bears his name. 

“Stu was a giant of a man and our 
profession,” said his partner Dan 
Hollis. “He created, and left, a legacy of 
excellence for our firm which we are all 
duty bound to pass forward.” 

Shamberg is known and was respected 
for many progressive changes and steps 
forward in land use in Westchester and 
the New York metropolitan area. Among 
them was the 1976 New York Superior 
Court case, Berenson v. the Town of New 
Castle. The Berenson case effectively 
eliminated exclusionary zoning in New 
York State. 

When not lawyering, Shamberg was 
an avid and excellent tennis player and 
enthusiastic golfer. Most of all, he was 
a family man of greatness and his spirit 
will live on within his family members, 
his many friends and all those at 
Shamberg Marwell. 

A memorial service for Stuart will be 
held in Mystic, Conn. at a time and date 
to be announced shortly by the family.

Obituary

Law Firm Founder Stuart Shamberg Dies at 90
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By Martin Wilbur
The United Way of Westchester and 

Putnam and a Chappaqua Girl Scout 
troop will be partnering this Monday 
to help children in low-income families 
learn to read and the public’s help is 
needed to make it happen.

Community volunteers are sought to 
donate 90 minutes of their time during 
one of two shifts at the Girl Scouts Heart 
of the Hudson in Pleasantville on Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day, Jan. 16. The task 
will be to create packages by placing 
books and educational materials into 
bags as part of the United Way’s third 
Annual United2Read children’s literacy 
initiative.

The first shift will take place from 10 
to 11:30 a.m. while the second period is 
from noon to 1:30 p.m., said Doris Perez, 
financial education program coordinator 
for the United Way in White Plains.

About 3,000 books were collected by 
the United Way from donors throughout 
the two-county area, while Troop 1033 
in Chappaqua has amassed about 2,000 
books, Perez said. While the effort has 
been done in White Plains the past two 
years, it is easier for representatives and 
volunteers of the nonprofit organization’s 
local chapter to travel to Pleasantville 
than it would be for the Girl Scouts to 
transport what they have to White Plains, 
she said of the venue change this year.

Perez said that the children’s books are 
divided into two sets – one for infants 
and toddlers through two years old 
and the other for children three to five 
years old. Families, including children, 
are invited to participate in the service 
event. However, children must be at 
least five years old, since the Girl Scouts’ 
building cannot accommodate younger 
children, she said.

“It’s a great family activity, one that 
everyone can participate in if they have 
the day off,” Perez said.

The books and other materials are 

also desperately needed for low-income 
families. According to the United Way, 
61 percent of these families do not have 
one children’s book at home. Those 
youngsters often begin their school 
careers behind their peers who have 
access to reading and learning materials 
from a very young age.

Once the packages are put together, 
United Way volunteers will bring them 
to a variety of the organization’s regular 
clients, including nonprofit agencies and 
services, said Peter West, director of 
resource development for United Way of 

Westchester and Putnam.
The Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson 

building is located at 2 Great Oak Lane 
in Pleasantville.

Advance registration is recommended 
so it is known approximately how 
many volunteers are available, although 
walk-ins will be welcome. Groups 
and individuals can register online by 
visiting www.uwwp.org/mlkday. For 
more information, call the United Way 
at 914-997-6700.

Girl Scout Troop 1033 will provide 
free refreshments for the volunteers.

United Way, Girl Scouts Looking for Volunteers for Reading Initiative
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Day of Service
Teens from across Westchester County will lead an 
effort to provide humanitarian aid and supplies to 
Syrian refugees this Monday, Jan. 16. Through a grant 
from UJA-Federation of New York in connection with 
the launch of its Time for Good volunteerism initiative, 
J-Teen Leadership will spearhead this countywide 
interfaith teen volunteer event at Westchester Reform 
Temple in Scarsdale from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Pictured, 
left to right, are Marci Brustman, senior, Solomon 
Schecter High School in New Rochelle, and Horace 
Greeley High School seniors Sarah Koestler and 
Jordyn Glantz. For more information on the effort, call 
914-328-8788.
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Government officials are often urged 
to devise creative ideas and solutions 
to problems. For that matter, business 
leaders are also looked to come up with 
unique ways to make improvements.

New Castle officials deserve props 
last week for doing just that, inviting 
discussion on the pros and cons of 
changing the town’s name to one name 
that  everybody knows – Chappaqua.

Cynics could say it’s a distraction or 
maybe an idea from people who like 
to hear themselves talk. But for better 
or worse, when the name Chappaqua 
is uttered, people know what you’re 
talking about.

It probably has a lot to do with first, 
a former president and First Lady living 
here and, second, that the school district 
is consistently among the top public 
school systems anywhere. Like many 
communities in Westchester, the school 
district is easily the most likely reason 
why people move to a community.

So, the New Castle Town Board is 
considering an attempt to help the 
entire town, by spreading some of that 
cache to Millwood, the West End or 
areas that have Mount Kisco, Ossining 
and Bedford mailing addresses.

It’s a laudable effort, and maybe it 
will attract support from a large enough 
percentage of the population to enable 
officials to move forward with a change. 
Would it attract additional businesses, 
potential new residents looking for 

homes or development in the areas 
outside the Chappaqua hamlet? That’s 
tough to say.

It is worth a try, but there will 
undoubtedly be backlash from certain 
quarters. In Chappaqua, there may be 
some residents who look to fiercely 
protect their hard-earned large 
investments on their homes. In other 
areas, most notably the West End, 
where there is pride over a certain 
distinctiveness with larger parcels and 
more open space, there is also likely to 
be pushback.

Regardless of the name of the town, 
that’s likely not going to change.

In the coming weeks, residents will 
get their chance to let the town board 
know what they think of the idea. If 
you’re a New Castle resident, don’t be 
a spectator. Take the opportunity to let 
the board know what you would like 
your town to be called.

Indian Point Closure the Right 
Decision but Poorly Executed

For the many people who have fought 
over the years to close Indian Point 
nuclear power plant in Buchanan, last 
Friday must have been like finding a 
Christmas present that fell to the back 
of the closet.

The debate had been raging for so 
many years, that opposition to the plant 
seemed almost to be rote.

At more than 50 years old and the 
oldest operating nuclear plant in the 

U.S., announcing target dates to close 
Indian Point is undoubtedly the right 
choice. More than a half-century 
ago, those who decided to site it in 
Westchester could not have envisioned 
the explosive growth of the county, that 
non-existent evacuation plans would 
ever be needed or the execution of 9/11-
type terrorist attacks.

But Gov. Andrew Cuomo, by  
permitting the news to break via a 
Friday afternoon story posted on 
The New York Times website, treated 
shamefully local and county officials, 
energy consumers and area taxpayers 
who now face an uncertain future.

That’s typical Cuomo, who remains 
distant and aloof and makes sure to take  
the kudos. At the very least, he needed 
to send emissaries to the Town of 
Cortlandt, the Village of Buchanan and 
Westchester County to let them know 
what was happening. 

Even more important now, his 
administration must come forth with 
a plan to replace the energy that will 
be lost – and do that soon – and 
what, if anything, will be done to help 
the beleaguered taxpayers in those 
communities that have depended on 
Indian Point for decades.

The closing of Indian Point was the 
right decision for the long-term future 
of the area, but the manner in which it 
was done couldn’t have been handled 
any worse.

Editorial
New Castle Name Change Intriguing But it Won’t Solve Divisions
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

Letters to the Editor

I write with regard to The Examiner’s 
editorial, “Affordable Housing 
Settlement Was Worth the Trouble 
for County” in its Jan. 3-9 edition. 
Unfortunately, this editorial neglects 
to present all of the facts about the 
problematic and poorly-worded 2009 
agreement. 

While there may be high demand for 
affordable housing in Westchester, the 
settlement stipulates that housing under 
the agreement must be affirmatively 
marketed to not just Westchester 
residents, but those outside of the 
county. It’s an important distinction to 
note because these developments were 
not intended to be workforce housing 
for local residents such as teachers and 
first responders, or housing specifically 
for our veterans and senior citizens, 
many of whom have already had to 
move out of the communities in which 
they grew up.

 The settlement further relied upon 
outdated census data from 2000. Under 
the 2010 census, conducted only one 

year after the settlement was reached, 
many of the 31 targeted municipalities 
may not have been listed under the 
same criteria. This simply points to 
Westchester’s growing diversity without 
the federal government’s meddling in 
local zoning. 

Westchester is already the fourth 
most diverse county in New York 
State. Where you live in Westchester 
relates principally to economics, not 
discrimination. 

A former county lawmaker once 
remarked that the biggest impediment 
to affordable housing in Westchester 
was the affordable housing settlement. 
He was right. Take, for example, the 
Conifer project in Chappaqua. Clearly, 
the project is inappropriate for the site, 
with the proposed building buttressed 
by railroad tracks and a parkway, not to 
mention the exorbitant costs incurred 
by the County. 

By trying to build the required number 
of units in these targeted municipalities 
within a certain timeframe, this project 

was emblematic of the larger issue. With 
the settlement now complete, future 
plans and resources for housing can 
be focused across the county in more 
appropriate locations. 

Of course, none of the units for 
the settlement could have been built 
without cooperation between the 
county and municipalities. It’s the most 
basic, yet telling example of Westchester 
not having exclusionary zoning, a 
premise the federal government seemed 
intent on evidencing, rejecting eight 
separate zoning analyses that produced 
results contrary to its seemingly pre-
determined conclusion. 

Ultimately, zoning decisions should 
be left to local boards and community 
members, not federal bureaucrats. 
Perhaps the biggest takeaway from 
the settlement continues to be that 
the notion of “home rule” must be 
preserved. 

Anthony C. Amiano
Valhalla

Affordable Housing Must Be Overseen By Communities, Not the Feds



January 10 - January 16, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 13

By Ariane Gottlieb and Elana Confino-
Pinzon

We are writing to address the 
numbness we feel when we watch the 
news. We are trying to put our frustration 
and fear into words, especially given the 
shifting political climate into which we 
are entering.  

The Westchester County Center is 
planning to host a gun show. As this gun 
show would be on government property, 
many legislators and members of the 
community are opposed to the use of 
a government building as a venue, and 
do not wish to be affiliated with it or 
condone it. 

The upcoming gun show needs to 
be canceled through the passage of the 
proposed Act 9417. This blood-stained 
spectacle is contributing to the new, 
violent normalcy of gun violence. 

For us, the County Center is a place 
where people have gathered to see 
the Nutcracker, for art classes, college 

fairs and our absolute favorite event, 
a chocolate expo. Yet turning a space 
that brings the community together 
for concerts and merriment, into a 
hall of death machines is toxic for our 
community. We are telling Westchester 
residents and visitors that buying guns is 
no different than buying some chocolate, 
and that guns are simply toys, meant to be 
collected, traded, and like all toys, played 
with. Kids will believe that the firearms 
that adorn the vendors’ booths are sweet 
like candy and fun like concerts. And 
lastly, they will believe that shooting 
guns is no different than the shots made 
by our very own Westchester Knicks. 

The most recent New York State 
Gun Involved Violence Elimination 
(GIVE) Initiative Crime, Arrest, and 
Firearm Activity Report issued on Nov. 
14, details an alarming 12.2 percent 
increase in firearm-related murders in 
New York in 2015-2016. Our gun show 
– and yes, it is our show given it would 

occur on government property – meant 
to showcase the very best of Westchester, 
is contributing to this statistic. We are 
putting more guns on the street. We 
are putting more guns into the hands of 
killers. We are responsible.  

If we were willing to crack down 
on gun violence out of respect for the 
young victims of Newtown, why can’t 
we continue to do so for every victim 
since then? Their names and stories have 
faded from memory and the media, but 
the faces remain. They no longer belong 
to the Sandy Hook victims; they have 
adopted new names and stories from 
Colorado, South Carolina, California, 
Florida and across the country, bearing 
no similarities except for their innocence 
and untimely ends. 

Why can’t we ban gun shows on county 
property for the 33,000 people who are 
killed by gun violence each year? 

Why can’t we do it for the innocent 
girl who was tragically killed in Mount 

Vernon?
Why can’t we stand up for every child 

who hurries from their house to school, 
head ducked down and one eye on the 
nearest place to take cover? 

We must not stand for the trivialization 
of violence by making it a spectacle in our 
own backyards. We must not have the 
blood of more children on our hands as 
Westchester residents. Thus, we beseech 
you, the county legislators, to reinstate 
the ban, and end the normalization of 
gun violence.

Ariane Gottlieb is a freshman at Mount 
Holyoke College and Elana Confino-
Pinzon is a freshman at Brown University. 
Both are 2016 graduates of Ardsley High 
School.

Westchester Must Continue Gun Show Ban at County Center

Guest Column

Letters to the Editor
Underreported Poverty a Real Problem for Local School Districts

Thanks to a recent study by the United 
Way, the Westchester suburbs have a new 
view of just how underreported poverty 
statistics have been in our region. While 
Albany bureaucrats continue to whittle 
away at public education armed with 
their outdated and unrealistic rankings, 
this study proves how difficult it is for 
many suburban families to make ends 
meet.

The United Way’s ALICE report 
(Asset Limited, Income Constrained 
and Employed) reveals that 44 percent 
of households in the state of New York – 
more than one in three households – are 
“walking a financial tightrope, unable to 
afford this state’s high cost of living.”

“These households struggle to afford 
even the most basic necessities of 
housing, child care, food, health care and 
transportation,” says the report, which 
reveals a far broader and more serious 

problem than previously thought.
In particular, the ALICE report notes 

that in the counties bordering New York 
City, an area that includes Westchester 
County, 8 percent of residents now live 
below the poverty level, while another 
28 percent live below the basic cost of 
living level for the region. In total, that 
accounts for 36 percent – more than 
one-third – of the region’s residents. In 
our own community of Pleasantville, 
18 percent of residents live below the 
threshold.

Yet the state of New York coansiders 
our community “low need” when it 
determines state aid. The state must 
update the data it uses to determine a 
school district’s wealth, and devise a new 
formula to dictate how Foundation Aid 
will be distributed. The formula was first 
put in place in 2007 and relies on poverty 
data from the outdated 2000 Census. 

Because property values are so high in 
Westchester, Putnam and Long Island, 
our districts are considered wealthy. 
But for many in this region, as indicated 
by the ALICE report, nothing could be 
further from the truth. 

Receiving less Foundation Aid, and 
facing yet another near-zero tax cap, 
will leave suburban school districts with 
no alternative but to propose budgets 
that override the cap or drastically 
cut programs and services. And some 
districts may have to do both.

For more information, visit www.
pleasantvilleschools.com and click on 
the Advocacy tab for a menu of letters 
you can send to our legislators. 

The Pleasantville Board of 
Education

The Westchester County 
Department of Public Safety is 
accepting applications for seasonal 
park rangers to patrol county parks this 
summer. Applications are due by Feb. 
27 and are available online at http://
publicsafety.westchestergov.com.

Uniformed park rangers work 
under the supervision of county police 
officers to maintain a safe and enjoyable 
atmosphere in the county’s parks. They 
assist park users, provide information 
on park rules and procedures, help 
in searches for lost children, perform 
basic first aid on occasion and make 
regular security checks of buildings 
and facilities.

First-time park rangers are paid $14 
an hour. Salaries are higher for those 
who have worked as a ranger for the 
county before. 

To qualify, applicants must be a high 
school graduate, at least 19 years of age, 
a U.S. citizen, a resident of Westchester 
County and possess a valid New York 
State driver’s license by the time of 
appointment. Accepted candidates 
must attend a three-week training 
program at the Westchester County 
Police Academy.

Public Safety Commissioner George 
Longworth said that many police 
officers in Westchester, including 
himself, had their first exposure to a 
law enforcement career by working as 
a park ranger. 

“By receiving Police Academy training 
and working under the supervision of 
county police officers, park rangers get 
a unique view into law enforcement 
and the career opportunities that exist,” 
Longworth said. 

Seasonal Park Ranger 
Applications Accepted 
Now Through Feb. 27

Closure of Indian Point Shows Citizens Can Make a Difference
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s announcement 

that Indian Point will close down should 
have another positive impact: the 
announcement confirms that citizens 
can make a difference in the decision-
making processes of government. Since 
9/11, hundreds of citizens, civic leaders, 
community groups, municipal officials 
have pushed for the closure of Indian 
Point – and were effective in highlighting 

the fact that Indian Point is a safety risk. 
The Riverkeeper, Clearwater, Scenic 
Hudson, IPSEC, WESPAC and so many 
others devoted thousands of hours 
making a convincing case that the plant 
was unsafe and should not be located 
near 20 million people.

It was an uphill battle. Initially, the 
NRC, Entergy and high level officials 
did not take the citizens seriously. 

But the activists persisted – and won. 
Democracy worked. A lesson can be 
learned from this success. Citizens 
should speak out on all issues they 
feel strongly about. You can make a 
difference!

Paul Feiner
Town of Greenburgh Supervisor



January 10 - January 16, 2017 The Examiner14

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

Marianne Volpi
Assistant Vice President, Branch Manager

Rose Hill Shopping Center, Thornwood
914-769-8400

Visit us today!

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary --
with Your Choice of Passbook or Statement Savings!

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 3, 2017.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$3,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  
No bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any an-
niversary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  
Simple interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2017 for $50,000.  A 
$10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2017.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2018 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2018.
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By Erin Maher
A corporate boardroom was 

transformed into a Christmas haven 
adorned with wreaths, stockings 
and colorful ornaments at Northern 
Westchester Hospital on Sunday. 

The hospital’s annual Three Kings 
Day celebration, hosted by the pediatric 
department and Neighbors Link, a Mount 
Kisco-based resource organization for 
immigrants, is an annual celebration of 
the Epiphany. It also known as El Día de 
Los Reyes in Spanish-speaking countries, 
a holiday that marks the visit of the Magi 
to the baby Jesus. 

Just as each of the three kings presented 
gifts, the hospital emulated that spirit by 
handing out presents to all 200 children in 
attendance along. There was also breakfast 
and guests sang Latino Christmas carols. 

While always a fun day, the event served 
as an outreach effort to the sometimes 
underserved Latino community. 

“It’s great to reach out from our 
pediatric department to our Hispanic 
community,” said Dr. Peter Richel, 
Northern Westchester’s chief of pediatrics 
and the organizer of the event, which 
has been held for more than a decade. 
“It makes our community members feel 
valued and loved.”

Richel did not have to look past his 
exam room for help in doling out the gifts. 
Tina Batista, 22, and her sister, Elizabeth 

Batista, 25, are former patients of his who 
have been participating in the celebration 
for the past four years. The Batista sisters 
and Nattasha Garcia, 26, played the 
squires to the kings. 

Fox Lane High School student Ben 
Grummon was one of the kings, his second 
appearance at the celebration. He became 
involved as part of his service work with 
the President’s Junior Leadership Council 
at Northern Westchester.

“Seeing the reaction of the kids, they are 
so grateful,” Grummon said. “They come 
to you with very wide eyes and think you 
are a real king.”

With decorations in place, the squires 
and kings proceeded into the conference 

room to the delight of the guests. In 
the back of the room were hundreds of 
presents wrapped by hospital volunteers, 
local high school students and Bedford 
Community Church congregants that 
were waiting to be opened. 

The gifts were donated by Toys for 
Tots, the pediatric staff and Westchester 
Medical Associates. One by one, each 
child had his or her name called and were 
given a gender and age appropriate gift. 

While wrapping paper fell to the 

floor and children shouted with delight, 
hospital staff, dressed in scrubs and other 
medical outfits, watched the merriment. 
Dr. Irina Zhabinskaya, director of the 
hospital’s Pediatric Hospitalist Program, 
said giving to others is a special feeling.

“It’s great to see the people when they 
aren’t sick, when they are happy and 
smiling and enjoying themselves,” she 
said. “It’s a wonderful gift.” 

Three Kings Visit and Celebrate at Northern Westchester Hospital

Neighbors Link Adult Education Manager 
Stephanie Rosado, left, and Dr. Peter Richel, chief  
of  pediatrics at Northern Westchester Hospital, 
welcome guests to Sunday’s annual Three Kings 
Day celebration attended by about 200 children.

ERIN MAHER PHOTOS
Left to right, kings Mark Ribaudo, Ben Grummon 
and Hassan Abdalla are ready to present gifts 
to the children at Sunday’s Three Kings Day 
celebration at Northern Westchester Hospital. 
Elizabeth Batista, Tina Batista and Nattasha 
Garcia serve as their squires.

Leila Charla, 22 months, enjoys her gift from the 
Magi, while sitting with mother Dina Zahakos and 
grandmother Denise Zahakos. 
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By Martin Wilbur
Judie Kaplan had recently retired from a 

long and successful career as a health care 
administrator, when in 2011 one of her two 
grown sons asked her for help to organize 
his closets.

From that simple request, Kaplan had an 
epiphany; the conversation sparked an idea 
for a new business.

“My son called me and said, ‘Oh my 
God, my closets are a mess. I really need to 
get a grip on this,’” Kaplan recalled. “I said 
I’ll come help you, and I don’t know what 
happened. I hung up the phone and said, 
‘Oh my God, that’s what I want to do.’”

What she did was launch Judie Kaplan 
Personal Concierge, Inc., a service that helps 
people with a wide assortment of tasks, 
including home organizing, bookkeeping 
and de-cluttering, waiting for deliveries or 
repairmen so clients don’t have to take off 
from work and helping senior citizens and 
their families shop, pick up prescriptions or 
bring seniors to doctors’ appointments.

Kaplan’s services also include companion 
visits, advising families on whether an 

assisted living facility would be suitable for 
their loved one and helping seniors adjust to 
their new surroundings. 

With 35 years of expertise in the health 
care field, Kaplan is also able to advocate 
for clients, particularly seniors, who may 
be uncertain about which health insurance 
plan to choose or even helping them 
recover money after being overcharged on 
premiums and co-pays. In one case, Kaplan 
said she recovered $31,000 for a client.

While many clients are seniors, she also 
helps professionals and younger people 
organize their lives.

“I have a talent, obviously, with health 
care, so folks who have problems with 
insurance, I advocate for seniors,” Kaplan 
said. “I specialize in seniors aging in place, 
so I advocate for them. I’ll take them to 
doctors and be like a surrogate daughter.”

Next month will mark five years since 
Kaplan, who is based out of her Mount 
Kisco home office, started her venture. At 
74, her only regret is not having come up 
with the idea about 30 years ago.

“Everybody is concerned (that) I can’t 

get a job over 45,” Kaplan 
said. “I just felt very 
inspired that I was doing 
something for myself that I 
felt passionate, and I began 
reading everything I could 
with regards to personal 
concierge. Somehow that’s 
the word that comes to my 
mind.”

For six months after 
deciding to start the 
business, Kaplan created 
a corporation, distributed 
fliers and business cards, networked, and 
most important, decided on what services 
she would provide. She has received 
clients from elder attorneys, geriatric care 
managers and word-of-mouth referrals.

Kaplan said seniors and their families are 
comfortable with her gregarious personality 
and value the guidance she brings on many 
issues.

“It’s not just my experience and my 
wisdom from my age, I’m still learning, she 
said.

Kaplan, born and raised in Worcester, 
Mass., went to junior college to initially 
become a medical assistant. She got her first 
job in Boston where she met her husband, a 
doctor. They moved to New York after two 
years in Texas, but instead of focusing on a 
career, Kaplan did what a lot of women did 
in the 1960s – she became a housewife and 
began raising her two sons.

After her divorce in 1976, Kaplan, who 

never remarried and now 
has two grandchildren, 
was forced to return to 
the workforce. She served 
in middle and upper 
management for various 
multispecialty practices.

“I’m really pretty proud 
of myself,” Kaplan said. 
“Nothing was handed to me 
and with each position, I 
challenged myself and I was 
able to succeed.”

She retired following 
surgery for a health issue in 2010, not 
returning because she felt burnt out.

But it wasn’t long before Kaplan’s next 
– and most unexpected – chapter in life 
materialized.

Kaplan said she does all the work on her 
own. Since it’s her name on the business, 
she said she wouldn’t feel comfortable 
contracting the work out.

She said she feels healthy and strong, 
staying active with yoga, going once a year 
to a retreat spa in Utah and taking in movies 
at the Jacob Burns Film Center. Most of all, 
Kaplan has enjoyed her late-in-life calling.

“I love my work,” Kaplan said. “I love 
waking up in the morning and wondering 
what the day is going to bring.”

For more information about Judie Kaplan 
Personal Concierge, call 914-215-1968, visit 
www.judiekaplan.com or e-mail jkaplan@
judiekaplan.com.

know your
Neighbor

Judie Kaplan
Personal Concierge, Mt. Kisco

NEW YORK IS STRONGER
WITH INDIAN POINT  ON
AS WE DEBATE OUR ENERGY VISION FOR TOMORROW, 
WE SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE BENEFITS OF 
THOSE PLANTS SUPPORTING US TODAY.

STRONGER ON
Indian Point Energy Center

Indian Point generates about 25% of the electricity we use in the City and Westchester. 
The facility also contributes $1.6 billion in economic benefits each year, and a total tax 
benefit of $340 million to local, state and federal governments.

Indian Point generates all this power with virtually no greenhouse gas emissions, and 
is the largest single source of clean energy in our region. If we want to achieve our 
state’s ambitious climate goals, our plans must start with Indian Point.

The more you know about the facts, the more you’ll agree that New York is stronger  
with Indian Point on.

Learn more at www.RightForNewYork.com/StrongerOn
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By Anna Young
The Royal Hanneford Circus is 

continuing its family legacy, returning in 
February for its 42nd annual visit to the 
County Center. 

In keeping with the traditional three-
ring circus, acts that everyone knows 
and loves including clowns, high flyers, 
acrobats, tigers, elephants, Grandma the 
Clown and many more will return to this 
year’s two-hour event. 

As a special treat this year, Adrian 
Poema, a sixth-generation circus 
performer and husband to owner Nellie 
Hanneford, is excited to reveal a new 
show President’s Day weekend. 

With the introduction of a new 
ringmaster, Rick Curtis, who will perform 
several musical numbers, many new 
routines have been added to the show, 
including juggling Diablos, roller skating 
on spinning tables, double flying trapeze, 
a diamond aerial production, a 17-foot-
high trampoline walk, a tiger act and 
a mixed animal act including camels, 

zebras and ponies. 
“We like to keep the show traditional, 

but also look for unique acts we can add 
to the show every year,” Poema told The 
Examiner last week. 

While sticking with tradition, photos 
with the animals, a moon bounce, pony 
rides and face painting will be offered 
during the show’s 15-minute intermission. 

There is a lot of work that goes into 
putting a production together, and the 
couple is most proud that their children, 
Kathryn, 20, Mariana, 18, Adrian Jr., 16 
and Tommy, 10, have made the family 
business their lifestyle. All four children 
will perform in this year’s production. 

“We never pushed them into 
performing, they became interested on 
their own,” Poema said. “This is a family 
business and it passes on from generation 
to generation.”

Kathryn will follow in her mother’s 
footsteps as the aerial star. Mariana will 
be featured in the elephant act. Tommy 
will have a small cameo and Adrian Jr. 

will be the star of the Risley act in which 
one performer lies horizontally and 
vaults a somersaulting partner into the 
air using his feet. Adrian Jr. will also be 
seen juggling and performing acrobat and 
trapeze acts. 

“The whole show is a family and I 
wouldn’t change that for anything,” 
Poema said. “We are proud to have our 
family entertaining your family.”

The 2017 edition of the Royal 
Hanneford Circus will perform nine 
shows on Feb. 18, 19 and 20. Show times 
are 10 a.m., 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. each day. 

Tickets to the Royal Hanneford Circus 
are available at the Westchester County 
Center Box Office, located at 198 Central 
Park Ave. in White Plains. Box Office 
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday. The County Center 
phone number is 914-995-4050. Tickets 
are also available at www.ticketmaster.
com. Groups of 20 or more should call 
the County Center for information on the 
group discount.

Royal Hanneford Circus to Return to White Plains for 42nd Year

By Martin Wilbur
Father Hugh Burns wanted to find 

a way to engage the community with 
timely and relevant topics and have 
people talk to one another even if they 
don’t agree politically or ideologically.

What had been an idea of his since 
arriving at Holy Innocents Catholic 
Church in Pleasantville 13 months ago, 
came to fruition in October. That’s when 
Burns, the church’s pastor, launched 
a new monthly speaker series, where 
distinguished members of their fields 
address issues that also have a religious 
component.

“I believe in outreach toward the 
community and I believe in education, 
and I wanted to do something to look 

at a lot of contemporary issues and 
things that are on a lot of people’s minds 
through the prism of faith,” Burns said.

For the initial program in October, 
Burns invited members of the Upper 
Westchester Muslim Society and the 
American Muslim Women’s Association 
to deliver a presentation on Jesus and 
Mary in the Quran, who are mentioned 
repeatedly in that scripture. The evening 
also included a discussion on the role 
that religion can play in achieving 
peaceful co-existence.

That was followed in November by 
a presentation from Fr. Al Barrera, a 
professor of economics and theology at 
Providence College, about the ethical 
dilemmas that people face in the 

marketplace.
This Monday evening, Jan. 16, one 

of Holy Innocents’ own parishioners, 
Pleasantville resident Dennis Corcoran, 
author of “Induction Day: A History of 
the Baseball Hall of Fame Ceremony,” 
will speak about race and America’s 
pastime. The program is scheduled for 
7:30 p.m. 

So far, the series has been well-
attended and well-received, Burns said. 
Given the passion that any one of these 
issues and perhaps future discussion 
items could generate, the audience has 
been inquisitive and receptive.

“I think so far it’s been going well 
and piqued people’s interest,” Burns 
said. “It’s been well-received. I haven’t 

received any negative feedback. On the 
Islam program, someone said should 
we have a police officer in case we have 
some kind of disturbance.”

Burns said he declined that choice. A 
few people had questions about Islam 
but they were curious and respectful, he 
said.

While each of the first three speaker 
series were scheduled for a different 
night of the week (there was no 
program scheduled for December), 
Burns is hopeful they can settle on a 
consistent night of the week, such as 
Sunday night, when the facility is more 
likely to be available. Holy Innocents is 
a busy parish that hosts many different 
activities and community groups, so 
finding the same night open each time 
can prove challenging, he said.

Corcoran’s program was intentionally 
scheduled for the evening of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day, Burns said.

Burns said he wants to continue to 
branch out on various topics and plans 
to have a church committee help decide 
future programs. Among other topics 
he may confront are art and theology 
and climate change.

“We should be bringing people 
together,” Burns said. “We are living in 
divided times. You often see it on the 
news and in people’s attitudes.”

The entire community is welcome to 
attend any program. There is a freewill 
offering. Light refreshments are served.

For future months’ programs, visit 
the Holy Innocents website at www.
hi.org. Holy Innocents Catholic Church 
is located at 431 Bedford Rd.

Holy Innocents Speaker Series Addresses Timely Discussion Topics

Zhen Yu, a Diablo performer from China, will thrill 
the crowds at the Royal Hanneford Circus with a 
juggling act.

Indian Point Nuclear Power Plants to Close By 2021
our paramount concern, but residents 
should know that the NRC has repeatedly 
disagreed with Cuomo’s assessment that 
the plant is unsafe.”

The Town of Cortlandt receives $1 
million annually from Entergy, and the 
Hendrick Hudson School District relies 
on Entergy for more than 30 percent 
of its budget. About 46 percent of the 
Village of Buchanan’s operating budget 
comes from Indian Point.

“I am asking for bipartisan support 
from federal, state and local officials,” 
said Buchanan Mayor Theresa 
Knickerbocker. “I’m asking for support 
so that our beautiful community does 
not become a ghost town like so many 
other communities when an industry 
leaves.”

Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi 
wrote to Cuomo six years ago requesting 
a meeting to discuss his opposition to 
Indian Point, but was turned down. After 
hearing last week’s development, she 
called on the governor to immediately 
form a Blue Ribbon Committee 
involving key stakeholders to discuss the 
various issues surrounding the closure 
of the nuclear plants, noting a similar 
commission was established when the 
General Motors plant shut down in 
Sleepy Hollow.

“As the elected town supervisor where 
this major industry is located Cortlandt 
and Buchanan should not have heard 
about this major news from a newspaper 
article,” Puglisi said. “Whether the 
nuclear plants are closed, open or 
another source of energy takes its place 

there are many issues that need to be 
addressed and resolved.”

State Sen. Terrence Murphy (R/
Yorktown) faulted Cuomo for his lack 
of transparency and insisted “he bring 
his show on the road to my district and 
explain this to us.”

“He owes it to us to come to the 
communities affected to explain exactly 
how we will safely store and protect 
spent fuel rods here for the next century, 
find replacement power for a quarter of 
our region’s energy needs and fund the 
gigantic holes this move blows into the 
local budgets for the Town of Cortlandt, 
Village of Buchanan and the Hendrick 
Hudson and Peekskill city school 
districts over the long-term,” Murphy 
said.

continued from page 5
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses.
Please play responsibly.

CHEERS TO 2017.
MAKE IT YOUR LUCKIEST.

JACKPOT NOW OVER 1 MILLION*

© 2016 Califon Productions, Inc. “Wheel of Fortune” is a registered trademark
of Califon Productions, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
*Current $10 Wheel of Fortune progressive jackpot as of 12/22/16.
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When I first started buying 
mattresses on my own many 
years ago, all I had to consider 
were the size and degree of 
firmness. 

Today, with high-technology 
“smart” beds that sense and 
automatically adjust all night to 
optimize the sleep experience, 
choosing how to spend time 
with our longest-term sleeping 
partner is a whole new ball 
game.

Our relationships with our 
mattresses vie with any kind 
of personal liaisons we might 
ever have in our lifetime. If 
you survive the average life 
expectancy, you will spend 
36,000 nights snuggled up to 
your most supportive companion.

When it came time for me to buy my first 
mattress on my own, however, I found that, 
as a young college student, I was far from 
sensitive about comfort. To create both a 
modern sofa and a bed, I bought a six-foot 
long piece of foam rubber and laid it over 
a hollow door, supported by four cinder 
blocks. To keep my handyman special 
from appearing primitive, I attached a 
pleated skirt to hide the cinder blocks. As a 
bed, it was indeed torturous. 

For my first apartment in New York 
City, I bought an inexpensive mattress 

from Macy’s and, as I recall, it 
was the superstore’s own brand. 
Even though it was inexpensive, 
it was dreamily comfortable. 
When my girlfriend, now my 
wife, came to my apartment for 
the first time, I showed her my 
antique sleigh bed, bragging 
that I probably had the most 
comfortable mattress ever. 

“Why don’t you give it a 
try?” I suggested innocently. 
She refused, obviously thinking 
that it was a ruse of some kind. 
Things were different in those 
days.

There is evidence that people 
have been seeking softer 
sleeping surfaces for more than 
10,000 years. Since the Egyptian 

Pharaohs had beds of ebony and gold, it 
is assumed that they devised something 
soft to place in them, but common people 
simply slept on palm bows heaped in a 
corner. By Roman times, mattresses were 
stuffed with reeds, hay, wool or feathers. 
During the Renaissance, mattresses were 
made of pea shucks or straw and covered 
with sumptuous velvets, brocades and 
silks. Their filling, however, became a 
banquet for bugs. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the term 
“sleep tight” was coined when mattresses 
were placed on a web of ropes that needed 

regular tightening to prevent sagging. 
The second part of that phrase, “don’t let 
the bedbugs bite,” expressed a condition 
that was common then and seems to have 
resurrected with a vengeance recently.

By the late 19th century, cotton 
mattresses that were less attractive to 
vermin dominated.

In 1900, James Marshall invented and 
patented the “pocket coil.” The coil was 
placed inside a pocket made of cotton and 
individually suspended, with materials 
placed on top that provided comfort.

By the 1930s, innerspring mattresses 
with upholstered foundations gained the 
prominent position they still enjoy.  

Futons were introduced in the 1940s, 
foam rubber mattresses appeared in the 
‘50s, followed by waterbeds in the ‘60s and 
airbeds in the ‘80s. Most of us still rely on 
innerspring mattresses.

In selecting a mattress, you might 
consider the suggestion of the International 
Sleep Products Association that you spend 
at least 15 minutes lying on it. Then again, 
you might not. The last time I bought a 
mattress, I tried six different models and 
can’t imagine that I would have spent an 
hour-and-a-half dozing off at Sleepy’s.  

Much of the firmness debate is solved by 
the new options for adjustability, even for 
each side of the bed.

Then there is the question of how big the 
mattress should be. Widths range from 39 

inches for a twin to 76 inches for a king, 
and lengths range from 75 to 84 inches.  

While the square footage of homes 
and the size of bedrooms is shrinking, 
anyone sharing a bed may think twice 
about diminishing the size of the bed 
proportionately. Did you know that if 
you share your bed with a partner and it 
is a simple double bed, you have only as 
much personal sleeping space as a baby in 
a crib?  

My wife tells a cute story about 
mattresses. When she took her 88-year-
old mother to buy a new mattress and the 
salesman noted that it came with a 20-
year guarantee, her mother said, “At my 
age, I only need a five-year guarantee. Can 
I get a better price for that?” 

Today, with the new Sleep Number 360 
Smart Bed, it’s almost scary to consider 
that it automatically warms its owner’s 
feet and knows when he or she is snoring 
and subtly adjusts to alleviate it. What 
other nocturnal needs might mattresses 
address in the future?

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Mattress: Reflections on Our Longest Term Sleeping Partner

•Most models made in USA. 
  • Generac generators are 

preferred by 7 out of every 10 
homeowners who invest 
in home backup power.

Don’t Be Le�  in the Cold

 
845-628-9106   sales@midcountylighting.com 
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Generator Tune-up Kits Available!
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By Colette Connolly
Creating unique birthday party 

experiences for girls is what Kristin 
McGuinness had in mind when she 
sketched the layout for her business while 
still in her early twenties. 

Now the mother of three young girls, 
McGuinness, the owner of Sparklicious 
in Mount Kisco, has finally realized her 
dream of creating a magical place for 
children.

McGuinness is no stranger to the 
industry, having helped her mother run a 
party service in Yonkers for years. The store 
has long since closed, but McGuinness 
took everything she learned and put it to 
good use. 

Located within Grand Prix New 
York, the Mount Kisco multiactivity 
entertainment center, Sparklicious is not 
the average birthday party destination. 

It is oriented toward girls, from the 
pink polka dot covers that line the craft 
tables to the salon-like space where they 
can get their hair and makeup done and 
experiment with a variety of bright-
colored nail polishes. There are also quotes 

that appear on a wall encouraging girls to 
“be brave, be kind, be sparkly, be you.” 

Offering customized craft and 
glamor parties for girls 3 to 16 years old, 
McGuinness said a Sparklicious party 
is about making girls feel good about 
themselves. Empowering them to follow 
their dreams, take risks and be kind is the 
philosophy behind her efforts. 

“I live and breathe Sparkle, and I’m 
always looking to make things better for 
my guests,” said McGuinness, who opened 
the Grand Prix location two months ago 
and has her flagship store in Redding, 
Conn.

McGuinness, a former college 
professor who taught early childhood 
education and psychology, offers three 
main party packages where children can 
simultaneously use their imagination and 
have fun. 

The craft party option allows children 
to make two bars of soap, paint one fun 
pottery piece or create a piece of jewelry. 
The package also includes make-your-own 
lip gloss, sparkles or lotion. 

The opportunity to “sparkle and shine” 

while being pampered by the Sparkle team 
includes a manicure, a hair glam session, 
a Shimmer Me Shine makeup session and 
creation of a lip gloss, lotion or sparkles.  

The company’s signature Fairy Package 
is geared primarily to girls three to six 
years old. It includes the chance to spend 
time with a mascot fairy who plays games, 
dances and assists with crafts, including the 
creation of fairy dust or sparkles, hair gems, 
sparkle tattoos and a bracelet. The package 
also features story time, the sprinkling of 
fairy dust on the party girl and her guests, 
a fairy fact card for each participant and 
the chance to go on a special treasure hunt. 
The birthday child receives a special gift.

“Sparkly add-ons” are available for each 
party package, including additional party 
time, crafts and glamor choices, arcade 
game cards and a bouncy jump house pass.

All party packages include dancing, 
games and cupcake decorating. Special 
birthday party themes are available each 

season.
Older girls and their friends can also 

have a fun time with manicures, hairdos 
and a glam makeup session. 

Sparklicious encourages walk-ins 
for craft-making during store hours 
and manicures for moms and children. 
Appointments in advance are preferred. 

Each month, McGuinness offers fun 
drop-off events and parents can sign up 
their children for special club events.

McGuinness said her partnership with 
Grand Prix New York has enabled her to 
provide party options for boys that include 
go-kart racing, bowling, arcade games and 
more. 

“Everything I could ever have dreamed 
of is in this space,” McGuinness said.

Sparklicious is located at Grand Prix 
New York at 333 N. Bedford Rd. For more 
information or to book a party, call 914-
358-3634 or visit www.sparklicious.com. 
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Sparklicious
Mt. Kisco

Kristin McGuiness, center, the owner of  Sparklicious in Mount Kisco with her Sparkle team.
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Tuesday, Jan. 10
Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 

with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also Jan. 17, 24 and 31. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Current Affairs Book Club. “The 
Turks Today” by Andrew Mango will be 
discussed. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 
6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
northcastlelibrary.org.

Books and Coffee. What are the latest 
hot titles? What is everyone reading this 
days? Come for lively conversation over 
coffee and discuss the newest bestsellers 
and suggest some great book club titles. 
Led by Lisa Ragano. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887 or northcastlelibrary.org.

Wednesday, Jan. 11
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 

muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-up. Whether you 
just gave birth to your first or fourth child, 
join us and enjoy time to meet and chat 
with other new moms in the Romperee 
Indoor Playground. This is not a structured 
class, but rather an opportunity to hang out 
with your new baby. We also invite guest 
speakers to come and share their expertise 
about various topics that interest parents of 
new babies. World Cup Schools, 160 Hunts 
Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday through June 21, 2017. 
Info: 914-238-9267.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 
provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Every Monday and Wednesday (except 
Jan. 16). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (except 
Jan. 16). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 

Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (except 
Jan 16). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 800-272-3900 or visit www.
alz.org/hudsonvalley. 

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Meditation Series: Midday Mind 
Break. Benefits of meditation include 
increase focus and memory; increased 
health; reduced stress, anxiety and pain; 
and increased productivity and happiness. 
Led by Alka Kaminer. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd., 
East, Armonk. 12:15 p.m. Free. Also Jan. 
18 and 25. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.com.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Also Jan. 18 and 25. Info: 914-273-
3887. 

“Deconstructing the Beatles’ White 
Album.” In the aftermath of thousands 
within the Jacob Burns community 
rocking to Ron Howard’s fabulous “Eight 
Days A Week,” and thousands more who 
have seen Scott Freiman’s Beatles shows 
here live, the film center has captured 
Freiman’s extraordinary presentations on 
film. He developed these presentations at 
the film center. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 2 p.m. 
Members: $10. Non-members: $15. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

Mind Games. Fun exercises and tips 
for seniors to help stimulate the mind. 
Phelps Hospital boardroom, 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration. 914-366-3937.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 

crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Lego Club. We provide the Legos, you 
bring your imagination. A fun-building 
club for students in grades 2-6. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4 to 6 p.m. Free. Meets the second 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-864-
8041.

Art Series: Gardner Museum 
Highlights. Tonight’s session looks at 
the history and origins of the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum. A very 
aggressive art collector both domestically 
and abroad, Gardner’s tastes varied, and 
included everything from Asian art to 
the Renaissance masters of Europe. We 
will also look at a few of the heavy hitting 
pieces on display in the museum’s main 
galleries. Discussion led by Professor 
Valerie Franco. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Climate Change: Impacts on Our 
Region. J.D. Lewis, a Fordham University 
biology professor, will present a global 
perspective on climate change and his 
research of its effects on human migration 
patterns. As severe weather, a changing 
climate and conflict over resources 
pushes people out of rural communities 
and into urban environments, what are 
the effects on people and cities? Angelica 
Patterson, a Ph.D. candidate at Columbia 
presents her research, conducted at Black 
Rock Forest in Cornwall, N.Y., on tree 
physiological responses to changes in 
temperature. The presenters will share 
proposed solutions and the group will 
discuss actions communities are taking 
to create a climate change resilient 
world. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. Refreshments 
at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

continued on page 23
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By Jerry Eimbinder 
A new winter menu has been 

introduced at the Rye House in Port 
Chester with lots of intriguing comfort 
items accompanied by a host of unique 
and imagina-tive cocktails created by 
mixologist Sarah Pyles. 

Starters include truffle popcorn dusted 
with sea salt and herbs; old-school po-
tato skins topped with scallions, crème 
fraiche, bacon and aged cheddar; and 
chicken wings in three varieties: buffalo, 
Thai chili or voodoo dry rub.

Seafood choices include crispy voodoo 
shrimp with creole remoulade, lump 
crabmeat fried rice, Carolina shrimp and 
grits with bell peppers and Andouille 
sausage atop stone-ground cheddar grits; 
and baked Atlantic cod with white wine 
and seasonal vegetables. Entrées include 
Cheshire pork chop and grilled hanger 
steak.

Winter cocktails include: 
• The PC Native. Westchester Rye 

Whiskey from the “Still the One 
Distiller,” Neversink apple brandy, 
honey, orgeat, orange Curacao and 
lime.

• Damson, Why So Sloe? Averell Damson 
gin, lime, cinnamon, bitters, orange 
and egg white.

• Wake Up Call. Jalapeño Infused Evan 
Williams bourbon, lemon, honey, 

cinnamon and mint.
• Jack Frost. Bulleit bourbon, Chai tea, 

espresso, dark chocolate, coconut 
milk and house-made peppermint 
marshmallow.
Sandwiches are impressively creative. 

There is the truffle grilled cheese made 
with fontina and black truffle on country 
white bread; duck confit reuben topped 
with house-made kraut, gruyere and 
remoulade between grilled rye bread; and 
fried shrimp po boy with lettuce, tomato 
and hot sauce on a fresh baguette.  

Desserts include Longford’s ice cream, 
fruit tarts and vanilla creme brûlée.

On Tuesdays, eight-ounce burgers are 
priced at $13 and up. Most are served on 
potato rolls with deluxe sides and house-
cut fries. For the hearty eater, a 12-ounce 
burger, priced at $19, is served with 
American cheese, bacon, potato coins, 
spicy mayo and fried pickles.

On Wednesdays, every bottle on the 
wine list is available at half-price.

A prix fixe children’s menu offers a 
main course and a side dish for $8. The 

main courses are roast chicken, seared 
salmon, charred steak, cheeseburger, 
grilled cheese, chicken fingers, hot dog, 
pasta (with red sauce or butter) or peanut 
butter and jelly. Kids eat free every Sunday 
after 5 p.m.

The interior of the restaurant has 
exposed brick, reclaimed wood columns 
and beams, farmhouse furnishings, dark 
wood flooring and chocolate leather 
banquettes. Its granite-top bar competes 
for attention with hand-carved woodwork 
and shelves filled with American small 
batch whiskeys and international spirits. 
The bar area and dining room can seat 
more than 100 guests. A private event 
room on the lower level has a full bar and 
lounge seating and can accommodate up 
to 100 people. The building’s origin can be 
traced back to the 1890s. 

Happy hour runs from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. The restaurant is 
open for lunch on Friday and Saturday, is 
open for dinner every evening and serves 
brunch on Sunday.

Rye House is located at 126 N. Main St. 

in Port Chester. For more information, call 
914-481-8771 or visit www.ryehousepc.
com.

Mixologist Sarah Pyles at the Rye House in Port 
Chester.

Comfort Food, Creative Cocktails Served Up at the Rye House 

Sambal in Irvington 
to Host Asian Street-
Food Dinner

By Jerry Eimbinder
Hudson Valley Restaurant Week’s 

deadline for restaurants to sign up for 
the spring culinary event is Sunday, Jan. 
15. Restaurants that miss the deadline 
can still participate but run the risk of 
being left out of promotional literature 
and missing mention in the Spring 2017 
issue of The Valley Table magazine.

Participating restaurants will offer 
three-course dinners for $32.95; most 
will also serve three-course lunches 
for $22.95. (Prices do not include tax, 
gratuity and beverages such as coffee or 
tea unless otherwise noted.)

Hudson Valley Restaurant Week, 
which will run from Mar. 6-19, is 
conducted twice a year. The fall event 
this year will be held Oct. 30 through 
Nov 12. The program debuted annually 
in 2006 and became a semi-annual 
event in 2012. 

Some restaurants do not offer the 
prix-fixe menus every day of the 
week and a number of establishments 
are closed on Mondays. Go to www.
valleytable.com for specific information 
about menu availability and hours of 
operation.

Participating restaurants are located 

in Westchester, Rockland, Putnam, 
Dutchess, Orange, Sullivan, Ulster and 
Columbia counties.  

Restaurants can be sorted on the 
website for each county in alphabetical 
order and they can be organized by 
town and by town for a specific cuisine 
(such as French, Italian, Japanese, 
Mediterranean, etc.). 

Restaurants can register at www.
valleytable.com.

Hudson Valley Restaurant Week is 
produced by The Valley Table magazine 
in Newburgh. 

Deadline Looms to Join Hudson Valley Restaurant Week

A southeast Asian “street-food” dinner 
will be served family-style at Sambal, 
a Thai and Malaysian restaurant in 
Irvington, on Jan. 25 at 7 p.m. Passed 
appetizers, a plated meal and dessert are 
planned. 

Main course choices include Hainanese 
duck, Gai Pad Krakow, Pad Thai shrimp 
and Lamb Massaman. A large selection 
of appetizers will include curry puffs, 
chicken strips on skewers with peanut 
sauce, marinated tender beef, shrimp 
cakes, spring rolls, salad cups and crispy 
Thai chicken wings. Mango mousse and 
rice pudding with fruit will be served for 
dessert.

The $45-per-person cost includes 
dinner, a signature cocktail, wine and 
beer. Tax but not gratuity is included 
in the price. Tickets can be purchased 
online at http://intoxikate.com/
intoxikate-experience/.

Sambal is located at 4 W. Main St. 
in Irvington in the building that was 
previously occupied by Chutney Masala, 
which has relocated to 76 Main St. in 
Irvington. 

To make a reservation, call 914-478-
2700. 

—Jerry Eimbinder

The Rye House in Port Chester.

Carolina shrimp and grits with bell peppers and 
Andouille sausage is one of  many delicious dishes 
served at the Rye House.
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Thursday, Jan. 12
The Breakfast Club. A specially designed 

monthly program for seniors. Each session 
includes breakfast, a presentation on a topic 
of interest and a light exercise program. 
Phelps Hospital cafeteria (G Level), 701 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 8:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937. 

Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday (except 
Jan. 16). Info: 914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Osteoporosis Support and Education. 
For individuals with osteoporosis, 

providing education on all issues 
associated with the condition. Phelps 
Hospital boardroom (C Level), 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 10:45 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-2270.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities to 
encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 

gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Does Your Vote Count? National 
Popular Vote and the Electoral College. 
Assemblywoman Sandy Galef will host 
this forum providing a wide variety 
of perspectives. Speakers include 
Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz, sponsor of 
New York’s Popular Vote Bill, Hendrik 
Hertzberg, political analyst for The New 
Yorker and board member of Fairvote.
org and Dr. Jeanne Zaino, professor of 
political science and international students 
at Iona College. Croton Free Library, 171 
Cleveland Drive, Croton-on-Hudson. 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-941-1111 or 
914-271-66612.

Friday, Jan. 13
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 

Group. Caregiving for a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s disease doesn’t mean you 
have to go it alone. Receive the emotional, 

educational and social support needed 
to successfully care for someone with 
dementia. Phelps Hospital, Room 545, 755 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 10 a.m. to 
noon. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with 
Amy. A great dance fitness workout for 
those who like to sweat, sizzle and tone 
while moving to the beat of exhilarating 
rhythms with a low impact/high intensity 
approach. A perfect class for those who 
need to protect vulnerable body parts such 
as knees, shoulders and back. Try a free 
trial class. Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 
Memorial Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 
11 a.m. to noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every 
Friday. Also Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Info: Call or text the instructor at 914-643-
6162.

Friday Night Cinema: “Marguerite.” 
Before there was Florence Foster Jenkins 
there was Marguerite, a wealthy French 
socialite who adored opera, even though it 
didn’t quite adore her. Starring Catherine 
Frot of Haute Cuisine, this comedy is 
in French with English Subtitles. Post-
screening discussion led by Professor 
Valerie Franco. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Shabbat Service Honoring Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Scarsdale Synagogue 

By Brian Kluepfel
Surveying a windswept Westchester 

landscape in 20-degree weather, 
you might think there’s very little 
opportunity to see wildlife of any sort. 
But with a little patience – and some 
technology – the Hudson Valley is a 
great place to spot wintering birds.

The local birding (or birdwatching) 
community is strong, and welcoming to 
nature-lovers of any age or experience. 
When I relocated to New York 11 winters 
ago, the Saw Mill River Audubon won 
me over with a tour of Pruyn Sanctuary, 
right here in Chappaqua. During a short 
hike we saw a flock of wild turkeys, 
goldfinches, nuthatches, a variety of 
woodpeckers and a host of 
other birds. 

Like other hobbies, 
birding can be addicting. 
Some compile “life lists” 
of all the species they’ve 
seen, in New York and 
beyond. Some in my circle 
of friends and acquaintances will make 
special trips to the Caribbean, Africa 
and other destinations to add to their 
tally. Although I’ve made some of these 
trips, I don’t actually have a list, but it 
might be something to begin this year. 

Speaking of lists, the Saw Mill River 

Audubon (SMRA) will host a special 
Jan. 19 program at Teatown Reservation 
on using e-bird, an online tool from 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology (www.
birds.cornell.edu). E-bird is a bit of 
citizen science whose participants post 
daily logs of the birds they’ve seen in a 
particular area. Some associates of mine 
posted nearly 200 entries in 2016, and 
in a competition of sorts, you can see 
who in your area has recorded the most 
species. My money is always on Anne 
Swaim, SMRA’s executive director, who 
is not only the most helpful birder I’ve 
been out in the field with, but the most 
dedicated. 

Birding is also a great way to 
contribute to the general 
knowledge pool on a 
regular basis. If you don’t 
like trekking in the cold, 
go to Croton Point Nature 
Center any Saturday 
during the winter for 
Project Feederwatch. You 

can sit in a comfortable, heated room 
with a cup of hot chocolate, gazing out 
massive windows to a host of feeders, 
which the chickadees, cardinals, 
titmice, juncos and many other species 
treat like a personal diner. It’s an easy 
way to learn your birds in a welcoming 

– and warm – environment. 
More adventurous birders will 

venture out into the wild, in any 
weather, and Croton Point Park is an 
excellent place to start. On our annual 
Christmas Bird Count, a century-old 
Audubon tradition, we counted 62 
species there on Dec. 24, including one 
of the most awesome birds of prey, a 
Merlin, perched high in a tree at the 
end of the point. We saw three Bald 
Eagles, a flotilla of Mergansers and a 
magnificent Northern Harrier sweeping 
the grasslands for mice, voles and other 
snacks. Crows and ravens cackled in the 
distance, mocking us shivering humans 
on the ground, but we had fun. 

One of the great conservation stories 
of recent times is the restoration of 
healthy Bald Eagle populations to the 
Hudson Valley, and the annual Eagle 

Fest at Croton Point Park on Feb. 11 is 
a great way to celebrate that and learn 
more about our winged neighbors. You 
can see these majestic raptors from 
various viewing riverside stations, take 
in a birds of prey show at one of the 
indoor tents or go on a bird walk with 
a local expert. 

Westchester in winter offers a 
surprising abundance of birding 
opportunities. You just have to be 
with the right folks. Viewing crimson 
cardinals at the feeder from the comfort 
of the great indoors or ogling owls 
on a piney peninsula jutting into the 
Hudson, you can gain a new admiration 
and respect for our hardy, resident birds 
–the ones who stick out the East Coast 
winters, just like us. 

As the late, great Yogi Berra once said, 
“You can observe a lot just by watching.” 
Grab your binoculars and a good hat 
and go! Happy birding, everyone. 

Brian Kluepfel is a longtime birder 
and board member of the Saw Mill River 
Audubon. He’s authored guidebooks 
throughout South America for Fodor’s 
and Lonely Planet, and also blogs on 
nature at brianbirdwatching.wordpress.
com. For local birding events check out 
www.sawmillriveraudubon.org. 

Lots to Look for When Birding Westchester’s Winter Landscape

continued on page 24

continued from page 20

For the 
Birds



January 10 - January 16, 2017 The Examiner24

will honor the remarkable life and legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with an 
abbreviated service to be immediately 
followed by a special oneg. During the 
program, Congregant Alan Wachtel will 
share his reflections and memories of 
Dr. King. Open to the entire community. 
Scarsdale Synagogue Temples Tremont 
and Emanu-El, 2 Ogden Rd., Scarsdale. 8 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-725-5175, visit www.
sstte.org or e-mail melanie@sstte.org.

Saturday, Jan. 14
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

Pleasantville Farmers Market is the 
largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester and the one voted “Best 
of Westchester” in 2014 to 2016 by the 
readers of Westchester Magazine. With 
over 40 vendors participating in the indoor 
market, the delicious good time continues. 
Pleasantville Middle School, 40 Romer 
Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday through Mar. 25. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Emergency Blood Drive. Whole 
blood and red cell units will be collected. 
Emanuel Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Appointments are recommended; walk-
ins are welcome. Appointments: 800-933-
2566 or visit https://drm.nybloodcenter.
org/PublicScheduler/Default.aspx. Info: 
800-688-0900.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Also Jan. 21 and 28. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Meditation Workshop. Come early; 
space is limited. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 
10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. Also Jan. 21 and 
28. Info: Contact Michael Cardillo at 914-
438-4602.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Saddle Up Saturdays With Jonathan 
Demme: “Run of the Arrow.” This series 
returns to try and recapture the heady 
thrill of settling into the theater for the 
delicious ritual of getting immersed in 
a full-tilt Saturday Western matinee. 
Demme will appear at select screenings. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. Noon. Members: $8. 

Non-members: $13. Most Saturdays 
through March 25. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Move Without Pain. The first session 
of a three-part workshop series. Learn and 
practice highly effective habits to obtain a 
more natural spinal alignment; discover 
simple yet powerful and highly effective 
practices based on ancient Eastern healing 
wisdom and modern evidence-based 
clinical science to improve flexibility; 
and explore breath work, therapeutic 
bodywork, meditation and mindful 
movement practices to dissipate excessive 
muscle tension, fatigue and stress to help 
you sit, stand and move with greater ease. 
Presented by Dominique Daly. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 2 p.m. Free. Workshop 
continues Jan. 21 and 28. RSVP required. 
Info and RSVP: 914-273-3887 or come to 
the reference desk.

Arbor Vitae: Tree of Life Opening 
Reception. An exhibit of two dozen 
of Susan Stillman’s tree paintings. Her 
inspiration are the views from her White 
Plains studio window high on a hill, 
her daily walks and her observations of 
how light effects change in color and 
tonalities. She portrays the juxtaposition 
of the natural and the man-made. Stillman 
works in acrylic paint, and when closely 
observed, one can see the process of how 
she creates texture and paint onto the 
surface of her canvas. Katonah Art Center’s 
Anderson Chase Gallery, 65 Old Bedford 
Rd., Goldens Bridge. 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Free. 
Exhibit continues through Feb. 3 during 
gallery hours. Info: 914-232-4843 or visit 
www.AndersonChaseGallery.com.

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 
Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.emanuelelc.org.

2nd Night Stand: Back for More. 
Combines quick thinking, hilarity and 
cheap thrills Produced by Stage 2 at the 
White Plains Performing Arts Center, 2nd 
Night Stand will bring original, 10-minute 
plays from conception to performance – 
all within one day. The previous evening, 
teams of playwrights work through the 
night to write an original 10-minute 
script. The scripts will be handed off to 
directors by this morning. While the 
playwrights sleep, the production teams 
will put together these plays to be ready 
for performance. White Plains Performing 
Arts Center, 11 City Place, White Plains. 7 
p.m. $10. Info: 914-328-1600 or visit www.
wppac.com.

Satisfaction: The International Rolling 
Stones Show. The international touring 
tribute show to the world’s greatest rock 
‘n’ roll band. This highly acclaimed 
production showcases the most authentic 
cast and costuming of its kind. The likes of 

Mick Jagger, Keith Richards and cast bring 
a colorful performance to over 50 years of 
classic hits. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main 
St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $30 and $35. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday, Jan. 15
Ballroom Dancing and Dinner. 

Dancing followed by a complete dinner. 
All proceeds to go to the scholarship fund 
at Fox Lane High School and New York 
Boys’ State. Third Sunday of every month. 
Moses Taylor American Legion Post 136, 
1 Legion Way, Mount Kisco. 2:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $18 per person. Info: 914-241-0136 or 
contact Commander John A. Graziano at 
914-248-7134. 

“Per Amor Vostro (Anna).” The story 
of a woman named Anna (Valeria Golina), 
the mother of three teenagers, and wife to 
Gigi (Massimiliano Gallo), a failed singer 
and bitter man. In search of an escape 
from her volatile home life, Anna gets a 
job at a local TV station where she meets 
a handsome soap star. The two begin 
an affair but their storybook romance 
comes with its own set of complications. 
A visually stunning, surreal drama from 
Director Giuseppe M. Gaudino. Jacob 
Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Members: $10. Non-
members: $15. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

M.E. Live: Melissa Etheridge. Etheridge 
stormed onto the American music scene 
in 1988 with the release of her critically 
acclaimed self-titled debut album, which 
led to an appearance on the 1989 Grammy 
Awards show. For several years, her 
popularity grew around such memorable 
originals as “Bring Me Some Water,” “No 
Souvenirs” and “Ain’t It Heavy,” for which 
she won a Grammy in 1992. Known for her 
confessional lyrics and raspy, smoky vocals, 
Etheridge has remained one of America’s 
favorite female singer-songwriters for 
more than two decades. Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 7 p.m. $68, 
$88, $128 and $148. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 17
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Steps. Health screenings for 
seniors. This month there will be a 
voice screening. Phelps Hospital, 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Info: 914-366-3937.

Music & Movement. Shake, shimmy 
and dance. For children two to five years 

old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 11:45 a.m. 
Free. Every Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Art Series: Missing Masterpieces at 

the Gardner. More than two decades have 
passed and yet the masterpieces stolen 
from the Gardner Museum in Boston 
have never been returned…and the empty 
spaces on the walls in the rooms where 
they were exhibited have not been filled 
with other works. We will take a look at 
the missing works and explore why they 
have not been replaced. Discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Friday, Jan. 20
“Know the 10 Signs: Early Detection 

Matters.” This program looks at the early 
warning signs of Alzheimer’s disease. 
Early detection is important because it 
allows more time to begin drug therapy, 
enroll in clinical studies and plan for 
the future. Presented by the Alzheimer’s 
Association Hudson Valley chapter. 
Bronxville Public Library, 201 Pondfield 
Rd., Bronxville. 11 a.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 800-272-
3900 or 914-337-7680.

44th Annual Art Show: Bedford 
Preview Party. Includes a champagne 
reception and hors d’oeuvres catered by 
Bedford Gourmet. Fellowship Hall at 
St. Matthew’s Church, 382 Cantitoe St. 
(Route 22), Bedford. 6:30 to 9 p.m. $100; 
$125 at the door. Info and tickets: 914-
234-9636 or visit www.artshowbedford.
com. 

Saturday, Jan. 21
Third Saturday Bird Seed Sale. The 

sale supports the local conservation 
work of the Saw Mill River Audubon. 
Pruyn Sanctuary, 275 Millwood Rd., 
Chappaqua. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Third 
Saturday of each month. Info (including 
bird seed descriptions and prices): Visit 
www.sawmillriveraudubon.org/seedsale.

The 44th Annual Art Show: Bedford. 
Featuring a mix of contemporary and 
traditional art, sculpture and photography, 
plus unique jewelry, glass and pottery 
items. The show is in partnership with 
artists from Uprise Art and chashama 
in Manhattan, as well as popular local 
artists. Today, children’s craft activities 
(ART 4 KIDZ), led by chashama artist 
Roy Secord. St. Matthew’s Church, 382 
Cantitoe St. (Route 22), Bedford. 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Free admission. Also Jan. 
22, 26, 27 and 29 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Jan. 28 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Snow 
date for children’s craft activities: Jan. 
28. Info: 914-234-9636 or visit www.
artshowbedford.com. 

continued from page 23



January 10 - January 16, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 25

1. gloaming (n.)
   A) sunrise  B) twilight  C) around midnight

2. elapse (v.)
   A) to fret about time  B) move quickly  C) slip away

3. halcyon days (n.)
   A) a difficult time  B) time of youth  C) happy times

4. estival (adj.)
   A) pertaining to summer  B) pertaining to spring   C) pertaining to fall

5. sempiternal (adj.)
   A) occurring irregularly  B) perpetual  C) of the same age

6. nonce (n.)
   A) present occasion  B) a later time  C) yesterday 

7. hebdomadal (adj.)
   A) annually  B) monthly  C) weekly

8. bissextile (n)
   A) a leap year  B) the future  C) first day of a month 

It’s About Time. People all over the world have just celebrated the start of a new year. The quiz 
this week celebrates the passage of time by testing your knowledge of time related words.  Re-
member, there’s no time limit for completing this word quiz, so relax and take your time.  Hope you 
enjoy this timely word quiz. 

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz 

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. B. Twilight; dusk
2. C. Slip, glide, or pass away, said of a period of 
time
3. C. Peaceful, happy or prosperous times

4. A. Pertaining to summer
5. B. Eternal; perpetual 
6. A. The present or particular occasion 
7. C. Weekly; every seven days
8. A. A leap year or leap day 

ArtsWestchester recently announced 
that it has been awarded a $75,000 grant as 
part of New York State’s Round Six of the 
Regional Economic Development Council 
(REDC) Awards.  

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced the 
grant as part of more than $700 million in 
economic and community development 
funding awarded throughout the state 
through this initiative.  

“With 10 other grants awarded 
to Westchester organizations and 
municipalities to focus on arts and cultural 
efforts, it is clear that New York State 
recognizes the importance the arts have 
on economic development,” said Janet 
Langsam, CEO of ArtsWestchester. “We 
are thankful to Gov. Cuomo for this grant 
that will fund a very important exhibition 
in 2017.”

The REDC grant awarded will fund 
ArtsWestchester’s fall exhibit “Suffrage 
Now!” This year marks 100 years since New 
York State signed women’s suffrage into law, 
three years before the United States passed 
the 19th Amendment. ArtsWestchester 
joins other REDC-awarded arts and culture 
organizations that plan to focus on women’s 
suffrage this year to mark its centennial 
anniversary.

“With the recent presidential election, 
concerns about overall voter turnout in 
both local and national elections, concerns 
about disenfranchised populations, this 

exhibit and its corresponding public 
programming is especially relevant,” 
Langsam said. “Area artists will explore 
a variety of contemporary barriers to the 
ballot and engage Westchester residents 
and visitors in a dialogue about women’s 
political equality and the ongoing story of 
America’s evolving democracy.”

“Suffrage Now!” is a contemporary art 
exhibition celebrating New York’s historic 
role in the path to the 19th Amendment 
while reinforcing the relevance of the 
women’s suffrage movement today. 
ArtsWestchester will commission up to 
10 New York artists with diverse artistic 
practices to produce new work that 
considers the power of the ballot and what 
the right to vote means to Americans. Some 

artists will be given an actual voting booth 
as the basis of their work. 

At the center of the exhibition will be 
an installation by a Westchester artist that 
will visually narrate the story of New York 
suffragettes, including Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony and Gertrude 
Foster Brown.

“Suffrage Now!” exhibiting artists will 
be provided with honorariums, material 
stipends and in some cases, a working space. 
Invited New York artists include: Philippe 
Safire (digital), Sable E. Smith (conceptual), 
Mary Ann Lomonaco (mixed media) and 
duo Lise Prown and Curt Belshe (mixed 
media). Images from an ad-campaign 
designed by For Freedoms (founded by 

Hank Willis Thomas and Eric Gottesman) 
will also be included. Additional artists 
will be invited to participate in the 2017 
exhibition via an open call.

The exhibit will be presented in 
ArtsWestchester’s downtown White Plains 
Gallery that is open free of charge to the 
public Tuesdays through Sundays from 12 
to 5 p.m. The two-story gallery is located 
in ArtsWestchester’s historic nine-story 
building that serves as home to the arts 
council and more than 20 professional 
artists and creative businesses.  

ArtsWestchester’s Gallery is located at 31 
Mamaroneck Ave. in White Plains. For more 
information, visit www.artswestchester.org. 

Philippe Safire’s animation and video project 
“Shift” and Laurel Garcia Colvin’s printed cotton 
fabric “Women’s Rights are HUMAN RIGHTS!” are 
two of  the works that will be featured in next fall’s 
“Suffrage Now!” exhibit at ArtsWestchester in 
White Plains.

ArtsWestchester Awarded Grant Toward Women’s Suffrage Exhibit
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ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraandjef-
freyadopt.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 10c 
to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins. I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING 
YOU have! Call Brian 1-800-617-3551

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

HEALTH
IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 

INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
LAND WANTED: Cash buyer seeks large 
acreage 200+ acres in the Central/Finger 
Lakes and Catskills Regions of NY State. 
Brokers welcome. For immediate con-
fidential response, call 607-353-8068 or 
email info@NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGAL NOTICES
75 HILLSIDE AVENUE, LLC FILED 
AN ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
with the NYS Dept. of State on 12-9-16.  
The office of the LLC is located in West-
chester County.  The NY Secretary of State 
has been designated as the agent upon 
whom process may be served.  NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
John Credaroli, 2 Columbus Avenue, 
Valhalla, NY 10595.  Purpose: Any law-
ful business activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEEK-
SKILL HOLDINGS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 

of New York (SSNY) on July 26, 2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
Brendon Fitzgerald, 741 Shenandoah 
Ave., Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LE-
ONE LLC. Art.of Org. filed with NY 
Secy of State (SSNY) on 11/30/16. Office  
location : Westchester County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to :  9 Cedar St. Tuck-
ahoe. NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
BALL CONSULTING LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/01/2016. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
15 Bank St. #102A, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KIDS 
IN SPORTS II LLC. Articles of Organi-
zation filed with SSNY on 07/11/16.  Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
1420 Second Avenue, New York, New  
York, 10021. Purpose:  Any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PRO-
GRAM WAITING LIST OPENING 
AND LOTTERY IN PUTNAM COUN-
TY NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Putnam County Housing Corporation 
(PCHC) Carmel, New York in accordance 
with regulations outlined by the New York 
State Homes & Community Renewal, 

Statewide Section 8 Voucher Program, 
Section 8 Administration Plan, April 1, 
2015, will reopen the Section 8 waiting 
list for all income eligible individuals 
and families. Annual income limits vary 
by household size: 1 person - $31,750; 2 
persons - $36,250; 3 persons - $40,800; 
4 persons - $45,300; 5 persons - $48,950;
6 persons - $52,550; 7 persons - $56,200; 
and 8 persons -$59,800.  Following the 
HCR Administrative Plan, priority will 
be given to those below 30% of area me-
dian income: 1 person- $19,050; 2 per-
sons - $21,800; 3 persons - $24,500; 4 
persons - $27,200; 5 persons $29,400; 
6 persons - $32,580; 7 persons $36,730; 
and 8 persons - $40,890. Applications 
will be available to the public on January 
2, 2017 at PCHC’s office, 11 Seminary Hill 
Road, Carmel, NY 10512; online at www.
putnamhousing.com or by calling 845-
225-8493. Applications must be mailed to: 
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER LOT-
TERY P.O. Box 60 Carmel, New York 
10512 All applications submitted be-
tween February 1, 2017 and February 
28, 2017 will be placed in a lottery to be 
held Monday, March 20, 2017. No ap-
plications will be accepted at PCHC of-
fices. The lottery process will be observed 
by Putnam County Department of Social 
Services staff to ensure lottery procedures 
are followed. Seven hundred and fifty 
(750) applicants will be drawn in random 
order and assigned a waiting list number 
in the order drawn to the existing, com-
puterized waitlist. Additionally, each ap-
plication will be dated and time stamped, 
numbered and entered into a bound log 
book.  Letters will be sent to selected ap-
plicants confirming their placement on 
the waiting list. All applications not drawn 
as one of the 750 will be notified by May 
1, 2017. The Housing Choice Voucher 
Program is a federal housing program 
administered by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. The 
program provides housing assistance to 
renters with low to moderate income in 
the form of rental subsidies. Individuals 
with disabilities are eligible for the pro-
gram and reasonable accommodations 
will be made where necessary to ensure 
equal participation in housing assistance. 
Equal Housing Opportunity Statement: 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of 
U.S. policy for the achievement of equal 
housing opportunity throughout the Na-
tion. We encourage and support an af-
firmative advertising and marketing pro-
gram in which there are no barriers to 
obtaining housing because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or 
national origin. 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N
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MODULAR CONSTRUCTION
EINSTEIN MODULAR CONSTRUC-
TION- WHOLESALE FACTORY DI-
RECT PRICING. VISIT WWW.EIN-
STEINMODULARCONSTRUCTION.
COM TO VIEW PLANS AND INVOIC-
ES. WE WILL BUILD ANY PLAN. 845-
734*EMC2(3622)

REAL ESTATE
Delaware: New homes- Sussex and Kent 
counties from $169,000. 9 communities 
close to Rehoboth Beach, Delaware Bay 
(Bowerís Beach), or Nanticoke River Sea-
ford. 302-653-7700 www.LenapeBuilders.
net

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast) Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Florida fishing village with a 
quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from 89,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

TRAINING
O.S.H.A.   10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD 
AT THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 22 

Brewster or company facility’s Putnam, 
Westchester, Duchess, CT Must pre- Reg-
ister
845-743-5324 EMAIL-macarcich@gmail.
com Authorized Outreached trainer 
#1285-C0100219

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

In my previous 
two columns, I’ve 
reported on the 
greatest fraud in 
wine collecting 
history. Rudy 
Kurniawan, the 
darling of the 
world’s high-end 
collectors from 
the early 2000s to 

2012, bought and sold the world’s most 
prestigious and rare wines. His notoriety 
came to a head when a collector, Bill Koch, 
of oil magnates Koch brothers fame, sued 
Kurniawan for fraud. 

In March 2012, Kurniawan was arrested 
for selling counterfeit wines to the world’s 
wealthiest Masters of the Universe. He was 
convicted in September 2013, sentenced 
in August 2014 and is currently serving a 
10-year sentence in a federal prison. 

Here’s a perspective I found mind-
boggling: In all, Kurniawan, over a 
number of years, purchased more than 
$40 million of authentic wine at auctions 
and from private collectors. In one year, 
2006, he sold more than $36 million of 
counterfeit wine. 

A recently released movie, “Sour 
Grapes,” chronicles his misadventures. In 
reviewing the movie last week, I expressed 
my dismay at the gullibility of wealthy 

individuals, who seek fame and glory, 
at times contrary to logic and intuition. 
However, the movie was fascinating; I 
heartily recommend it for its subject 
matter (rare wine), entertainment value 
(the infatuation of intelligent people with 
an improbable fraudster) and drama 
(the incredulity, denial and stress of one 
percenters that they could be duped).

This week my thoughts ran to the 
aftermath of Kurniawan’s debacle. At his 
sentencing, in addition to incarceration, 
he was ordered to reimburse victims 
$24.8 million in losses.

Federal agents were charged with 
selling his confiscated assets. 

I had a flashback to the final scene in 
the movie: a giant 6,000-pound magnet 
at a Texas waste disposal site, circa 2015, 
slowly descended on a large-format bottle 
of French wine. As I watched in awe, the 
bottle was slowly crushed, with wine and 
glass spreading in every direction. 

But I’m getting ahead of myself. 
Herewith is an accounting of the results 
of the government’s efforts to recover the 
court-mandated restitution judgment.

First, Kurniawan was ordered to pay 
$150 per month until the $24.8 million is 

repaid. This conjures up a carryover from 
the days of debtor prisons. 

Next, to the liquidation of his 
substantial assets.
1. His cars: $310,000.
2. His collection of 21 luxury watches: In 

excess of $600,000.
3. Two homes in 

California, including 
the valuable art 
collection on the 
walls: undisclosed 
millions.

4. His 23 percent 
ownership in a 
Burgundy, France 
winery: $726,000. 

5. Finally, the wines. The wines? They 
must have been all counterfeit, 
you’re thinking. Not quite. More 
than 5,000 bottles were stored in a 
private warehouse. Only 392 bottles 
were counterfeit, and in the movie 
are shown being destroyed by federal 
agents at the above mentioned Texas 
waste disposal site.

To quote federal marshals: “While there 
can be no guarantee with 100 percent 
certainty in any situation such as this, to 

the best of our knowledge, the wines we 
are selling are genuine.”

The top lot of the 4,711 bottles 
auctioned, three bottles of 1911 Domaine 
de la Romanée-Conti, fetched $45,200 – 
even though all three bottles were missing 
their main labels. More than $1.5 million 
was raised at the auction.

Is this a fitting end to the largest wine 
fraud in history or a portent of the eventual 

outcome of future frauds? 
As long as there is avarice 
and the inflated egos in 
the rarified community of 
high-end wine collectors, 
I fear the latter. 

And by the way, it is 
estimated there are still 
10,000 bottles of Rudy’s 
counterfeit wines in 

collector’s cellars. Who knows when these 
may show up at an auction or on a dinner 
table? In all likelihood, no one.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

A Postmortem on the Rudy Kurniawan, ‘Sour Grapes’ Saga
‘They must have been all counterfeit, you’re thinking. 

Not quite... Only 392 bottles were counterfeit’

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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By Andy Jacobs

With the graduation of last season’s 
highly productive frontcourt duo of Matt 
Redhead and Alex Olsen, the Fox Lane 
boys’ basketball team has been waiting 
for some reinforcements to emerge from 
within its young and inexperienced roster. 

On Friday evening, before a packed and 
raucous gymnasium in Bedford, there was 
a hint that the wait might be just about 
over. Junior center Preston McKenney 
provided 13 points and eight rebounds, 
helping the Foxes to a 54-45 victory over 
neighboring rival Horace Greeley. 

“Preston’s been great,” said Fox Lane 
coach Mike Tomassi shortly after 
watching the 6-foot-6 McKenney erupt 
for nine of his points during an assertive 
third quarter. “He’s a kid that hurt his 
ankle a couple weeks ago and he hasn’t 
been 100 percent. He’s finally back to 
(full) strength. Everybody knows if you 
roll your ankle, it’s a tough injury to 
overcome. It’s taken him a couple weeks 
to get back into form. Tonight, he was a 
big help for us.”

McKenney’s huge third quarter enabled 
Fox Lane, now 5-4 this season, to maintain 
its 10-point halftime lead. The Foxes only 
trailed once all night, when Greeley’s 
Brian Unger drained a 3-pointer for a 3-2 
Quaker edge, and built their largest lead 
of the contest, 15 points, late in the fourth 
quarter. 

“They outplayed us,” said Quakers 
coach Dave Fernandes, whose team 
dropped to 6-5 with the loss. “We didn’t 
run our sets right. We were playing one on 
one, and you’re not gonna do that against 
Fox Lane. We didn’t get any continuity. So 

every time we made a run, we get a couple 
of baskets, and then we revert back to one 
on one. So I was very disappointed in 
that.”

The Foxes, trying to bounce back from 
a nonleague loss at Holy Cross three days 
earlier, needed nearly three and a half 
minutes to get on the scoreboard with 
a left-handed layup by Harry Brown. 
Greeley took even longer to score, but 
grabbed its only lead of the night when 
Unger, who along with Jack Baron 
finished with a team-high nine points, 
connected on a 3-point shot from the top 
of the key.  

Already leading by five points after 
one quarter, Fox Lane scored the first 
five points of the second to open up its 
first double-digit lead of the game. A 
3-pointer by Worrell Richards, followed 
soon by Colin Campbell’s fast-break 
layup, stretched the Foxes’ advantage to 
24-10 midway through the period. Jeremy 
Block’s conventional 3-point play with 
just over two minutes to go in the half 
helped Greeley narrow its deficit to 31-21 
at intermission. 

The Quakers’ Unger connected on 
a pair of 3-pointers early in the third 
quarter that twice sliced the Fox Lane 
lead to just seven. But with McKenney 
providing the Foxes with four baskets and 
one free throw in the quarter, Greeley was 
unable to seriously threaten and went to 
the final period behind 43-33. 

After Justin Abrams opened the fourth 
quarter with a spin through the lane for a 
bucket that cut the Greeley deficit to eight 
points, the Foxes answered with two free 
throws by Devin Hunter, a layup by Nick 

Rosati and then a put-back by McKenney. 
Suddenly the Fox Lane lead was up to 14 
points with just 5:35 remaining. It soon 
stretched to 15 before the Quakers went 
on a 9-3 run that was much too little and 
late.  

“They played very well,” said Fernandes 
about the victorious Foxes. “They’re very 
disciplined. I thought they ran their sets 
and they waited. I’ve seen them play. I’ve 
scouted them. But I was surprised how 
disciplined. They didn’t veer away from 
it. They just kept working and working 
and working until we missed a screen or 
someone didn’t switch and they got an 
open shot. The first half, that’s how they 
got ahead of us. They got open looks.”

“Every game is super, super important 
in AA,” said the Foxes’ Tomassi. “Every 
league game, we wanna win. It’s a new 
year, we’re trying to be a new team, and 
we’re just gonna keep working. We’re 
still very young. We make mistakes, our 
intensity’s not there throughout the whole 
32 minutes. Every game, we’re trying to 
get better and better. Hopefully, come the 
end of January, beginning of February, 
we’ll be the team that we wanna be.”

Fox Lane Maintains Bragging Rights by Beating Greeley

Nick Rosati of  Fox Lane makes an off-balance 
pass while being pressured in the backcourt by 
Greeley’s Brian Unger.

Fox Lane’s Will Meyers passes the ball after driving 
the left baseline in Friday’s win over Greeley.

The Foxes’ Joshua Olsen pushes the ball up the 
right side of  the court during Friday evening’s 54-
45 victory over Greeley.

The Quakers’ Justin Abrams dribbles the ball near 
the 3-point arc in the first half  of  Friday’s game 
vs. Fox Lane.

Greeley senior Jack Baron rises for a one-hander 
in the lane during Friday’s game at Fox Lane.

Will Frieder of  Greeley is surrounded by Fox 
Lane’s Joshua Olsen (left) and Preston McKenney 
as he drives to the basket in the fourth quarter.
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By Andy Jacobs
The Fox Lane and Horace Greeley girls’ 

basketball teams are seemingly headed 
in opposite directions this season, but 
the two longtime rivals crossed paths on 
Friday afternoon. 

Not surprisingly, it was the surging 
Foxes who emerged victorious in their 
latest matchup. 

With junior forward Maria Violante 
providing game-highs of 23 points 
and 14 rebounds, and middle-schooler 
Natalie Pence chipping in with four 
second-quarter 3-pointers, host Fox Lane 
defeated the Quakers 63-36 for their first 
win since becoming state-ranked in Class 
AA last week. 

“It shows them that all of their hard 
work is paying off,” said Foxes coach 
Kris Matts afterwards about the state 
recognition for his players. “So it’s a very 
validating experience.”

Facing a Quaker squad coming off its 
only win so far, Fox Lane went on a big 
run in the game’s first three minutes and 
never had anything to worry about after 
closing the first half with a 20-5 blitz. The 
Foxes opened up a 24-point lead midway 
through the third quarter and coasted the 
rest of the way.

“Well, you’re spotting a state-ranked 
team 10 points at their home court on 
a Friday. That’s never easy,” said Greeley 
coach John Alkalay about the 10-0 deficit 
his team faced shortly after the opening 
jump. “But to our credit, the girls fought 
back, got it to a four-point game in the 
second quarter. You know, we’re a big 
underdog in this game, so the fact we 
stayed with them a long time is something 
we can feel good about.”

Fox Lane’s opening spurt was 
highlighted by 3-point shots from Caitlin 
Lane and Lucy Crerend. The Quakers, 
forced again to compete without talented 
Meaghan Townsend, sidelined for a 
second straight full season, finally got on 
the scoreboard with 4:10 left in the first 
quarter when Safia Gecaj made a 15-foot 
jumper and they climbed to within 14-8 
by the end of the period. 

Pence, an eighth-grader who finished 
with 14 points off the bench, made her 
first 3-pointer of the day to start the 
second quarter. But the Quakers’ Alexis 
Klein answered with another trey, and 
two free throws from Brianna Gadaleta 
narrowed the Fox Lane lead to 17-13 just 
over a minute into the period. 

Unfortunately for the Quakers, that was 
as close as they would get as the Foxes 
dominated the rest of the half with Pence 
and Violante combining to score all the 

points. Violante had five baskets in the 
quarter, which ended with eight straight 
Fox Lane points, capped by back-to-back 
3-pointers in the final 50 seconds from 
Pence. 

“Second quarter, they remembered to 
move the ball,” said the Foxes’ Matts. “My 
eighth-grader had an amazing game, kind 
of shot us back into it. She plays, but she 
very much defers to the elder statesmen. 
We try to encourage her to score, but she’s 
trying to fit into the team, which I really 
like. But in a game like this, I’m glad she 
decided to step up. In practice, she doesn’t 
miss. You see what she’s capable of when 
she gets hot.”

The 3-point barrage from Pence 
enabled the Foxes to build a 37-18 
halftime cushion. Greeley scored the 
first three points of the third quarter, but 
then the Foxes reeled off an 8-0 run with 
baskets from Katie Morales, Violante, 
Crerend and Katy Mitchell. Suddenly 
their lead was 45-21 and they maintained 
the 24-point margin as the period came 
to an end. 

In the fourth quarter, Violante took 
charge again, scoring four quick baskets 
during a 9-0 Fox Lane burst that opened 
up the biggest lead of the game at 60-29. 

“She’s tough,” said Greeley’s Alkalay. 
“We had game-planned for her. We had a 
man in front, a man behind, and she’s just 
so strong that she finds a way to score no 
matter what you do against her. They’ve 
got a good team, so our game plan was 
to try to contain her and make them beat 
us from outside. And once they started 
hitting a few threes, that’s when the score 
started extending and that was all she 
wrote.”

“Oh God, when you have Maria 
Violante in the game, it makes everyone’s 
life easier,” said Matts. “I mean, even 
though we weren’t making them, she 
created about 15 open jump shots for 
everyone because the whole team is 

focused on collapsing on her. So she 
makes everyone’s job, especially mine, a 
lot easier.”

The Foxes are now 7-2 and Matts has 
been very impressed by his team’s ability 
to persevere when games such as the ones 
earlier this season against Clarkstown 
South and Tappan Zee were hanging in 
the balance.

“Their resolve and their determination,” 
he said, pointing out a couple of reasons 
for the current success that sometimes 
eluded his players in the past. “This 
program has been successful for several 
years now, but in the close games, more 
often than not, we’ve let things slip away. 
This year, the girls refuse to lose. They 
find a way to win.”

State-Ranked Foxes Cruise to a Victory Over Greeley

Senior guard Katie Morales dribbles the ball 
near midcourt in Fox Lane’s 63-36 win over the 
Quakers.

Ashley Rosenberg of  Greeley dribbles the 
basketball during Friday’s road game vs. Fox 
Lane.

Fox Lane’s Maria Violante draws a crowd as she 
drives to the basket in Friday’s win over Greeley.

Greeley sophomore Brianna Gadaleta grabs a 
rebound in Friday afternoon’s game at Fox Lane.

Horace Greeley senior Julia Canner sends up a 
shot on a fast break as Fox Lane’s Caitlin Lane 
defends.

The Foxes’ Lucy Crerend, who had nine points 
and seven assists, lines up a 3-point shot vs. 
visiting Greeley.
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focus on
BOYS’ HOOP

Garbarini 
Memorial

Tournament
Pleasantville’s Mike Manley, who scored a game-
high 29 points, is met near the rim by Briarcliff’s 
Spencer McCann in the first quarter of  Saturday’s 
tournament final at Pace University.

Briarcliff’s Jack Reish tries to find room to shoot 
the ball in the Bears’ 69-62 win over Pleasantville 
in the championship game of  the Garbarini 
Memorial Tournament.

The Bears’ Jack Ryan gets Pleasantville’s Mike 
Manley to leave his feet on a drive to the basket 
in Saturday afternoon’s tourney final at Pace’s 
Goldstein Fitness Center.

Briarcliff  sophomore guard 
Maddie Plank scored 25 
points to lead the Bears to a 
63-35 win over Valhalla in the 
championship game of  the 
Garbarini Memorial Tournament 
at Pace University on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Plank also provided 21 points, 
while teammates Kacey 
Hamlin and Alana Lombardi 
combined for 34 more, in last 
Wednesday’s 72-41 victory 
over Pleasantville in the 
tourney’s opening round.

Briarcliff  senior Gug Jin Eom drives to the basket 
in Saturday afternoon’s 69-62 victory over 
Pleasantville at the Goldstein Fitness Center on 
the campus of  Pace University.

Quentin Lupo of  Pleasantville shoots the ball in the lane as a quartet of  Briarcliff  players surround him 
in the championship game of  the Garbarini Memorial Tournament.

Pleasantville fans look on as free throws are shot in Saturday’s tourney championship game vs. rival 
Briarcliff. The Panthers had advanced with an overtime win over Westlake in the opening round.

AYDIN MAYERS PHOTOS

Briarcliff Girls 
Beat Valhalla 

in Tourney Final
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Fox Lane’s Matt Grippi was a winner at 145 pounds in last Wednesday’s 
home match.

The Foxes’ Mitch Antin looks for a takedown in 
the 106-pound match last week vs. visiting Port 
Chester.

Fox Lane’s Ben Antin checks the clock as he wrestles to a lopsided 
12-0 decision at 138 pounds over the Rams’ Eric Magana.

Amos Rivera of  Fox Lane is on his way to winning with a third-period 
pin in his match at 126 pounds last Wednesday.

Josh Rauch has the upper hand en route to a 15-2 decision at 152 
pounds against visiting Port Chester.

Fox Lane’s Quincy Downes has control in his 132-pound match on the way to a 
7-2 decision over Port Chester’s Merlin Gonzalez.

Skylar Sinon handles the ball in the 
fourth quarter of  the Bobcats’ narrow 
escape last week against the Garnets, 
who rallied from 15 points down to tie 
the game.

Byram Hills senior Matt Groll, who had 
15 points and 13 rebounds, rises for a 
shot in the lane in last Wednesday night’s 
45-40 home win over Rye.

Willy Samsen shoots 
from the free-throw line 
in the fourth quarter of  
the Bobcats’ game vs. 
Rye.

Byram Hills point guard Matt Milone 
searches for an open teammate in the 
second half  of  the 45-40 win over Rye.

ANDY JACOBS PHOTOS

Byram Hills 
Hangs On 
to Defeat 

the Garnets

focus on
F O X  L A N E
W r e s t l i n g
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Maker

Fox Lane Junior Center Preston McKenney
Provides a Huge Spark on Friday Evening
as the Foxes Beat Visiting Horace Greeley

   

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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