
By Martin Wilbur
As Chappaqua struggles to rebound 

from the startling revelations uncovered 
in the case involving a former Horace 
Greeley High School teacher, a group 
of stakeholders is looking to help the 
community recover.

The Subcommittee for Community 
Healing, part of New Castle’s Coalition 
for Youth (CFY), was recently created 
to help put systems in place in hopes of 
preventing another episode of sexual abuse 
of youngsters and educate the public where 
it can turn for help.

“Our work is for the community and to 
empower the community, including the 
youth,” said subcommittee chair Rev. Dr. 
Martha Jacobs of the First Congregational 
Church of Chappaqua. “Part of that is 
understanding that trust has been lost all 
over the place and part of what we need to 
do is begin to rebuild trust, and as a whole 
community we’re responsible for that.”

Jacobs said the subcommittee, which 
had its first meeting last week, will work 
with various community members, police 
and social workers from the Chappaqua 
School District. Among its initial tasks 
will be to help residents recognize signs of 
sexual abuse and publicize the New Castle 
Police Department hotline where incidents 
can be anonymously reported. 

The subcommittee hopes to eventually 

By Anna Young
Residents packed the Mount Pleasant 

Town Hall meeting room last Monday 
night to raise wide-ranging concerns 
about a proposed 116 single-family house 
subdivision in Thornwood.

During a Sept. 19 public hearing 
before the town’s planning board, 
neighboring residents contended the 
cluster development, proposed for 582-590 
Columbus Ave., would generate excessive 
traffic, flood the Mount Pleasant School 
District with children and devalue their 
homes.

“There’s a 166 homes on the market right 
now for sale, why do we need this?” asked 
30-year Thornwood resident Veronica 
Powell.

Attorney David Steinmetz, representing 

developer Baker Residential LP, said the 
proposed development uses existing 
zoning to preserve open space and protect 
the environment. The proposal calls for 
68 four-bedroom carriage homes and 48 
three-bedroom semicustom homes. 

Of the 165 acres, Baker Residential has 
proposed that the subdivision would be 
constructed on roughly 46 acres, with the 
remaining acreage undisturbed, according 
to the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS). Access to the site will 
be from East Stevens Avenue and Westlake 
Drive. 

Steven Cabbey, chairman of the town’s 
Conservation Council Advisory, said of 
the options presented by the applicant, this 
plan is the best choice for the environment. 
He suggested landscaping with native 

By Neal Rentz
The public rancor between the Mount 

Kisco Planning Board and village 
board escalated last week when it was 
announced that trustees are considering 
a reduction from seven to five planning 
board members. 

The village board voted 4-1 last Tuesday 
to schedule an Oct. 24 public hearing on 
the matter. Voting in favor of setting the 
hearing were Mayor Michael Cindrich, 
Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus and 
trustees Jean Farber and Peter Grunthal. 
Grunthal headed a task force earlier this 
year charged with helping the village 
streamline the project approval process. 
One recommendation was to reduce the 
number of planning board members to 
five. 

Trustee Karen Schleimer voted against 
scheduling the hearing because trustees 
first needed to decide on the status of four 

members whose reappointments were 
tabled more than nine months ago.

Last December, trustees took no action 
on the reappointments of planning board 
members Anthony Sturniolo, Ralph 
Vigliotti and Enrico Mareschi to full 
three-year terms. In addition, the trustees 
did not reappoint Joseph Cosentino as 
chairman and Sturniolo as vice chair for 
this year. However, the four members 
continue to serve in their capacities.

Following last week’s meeting, Cindrich 
said he wanted to reduce the size of the 
planning board because it would be easier 
to achieve a quorum.

“Over the last four years we’ve had 
difficulties with (getting quorums),” he 
said. 

Cindrich said the four members could 
re-apply for their positions after the 
trustees determined if the size of the 
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A painting featuring some favorite treats from artist Charles Wildbank was one of  thousands 
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board should be reduced. 
Last week resident Gina Picinich 

read a letter on behalf of more than 25 
local families who supported a smaller 
planning board. Her letter also stated that 
the members who had their appointments 
tabled last December should not be 
reappointed. 

“We take seriously the need to attract 
new businesses to downtown Mount 
Kisco,” the letter stated. “It is widely 
believed in the business, architecture, 
legal and real estate communities that the 
Mount Kisco Planning Board is a barrier 
to starting a business in our village.

“We are requesting an immediate 

change in leadership,” the letter continued. 
“The appointment of a new planning 
board chairman will send a decisive 
message that the Village of Mount Kisco 
is taking demonstrable action to improve 
the process.”

The correspondence added that the 
call for change “is not an indictment of 
any individual, nor is it a request to relax 
standards. It is simply a recognition that 
the Village of Mount Kisco must adapt 
and move forward.”

Cosentino, Vigliotti and Mareschi, who 
criticized the village board at its Sept. 12 
work session, ripped officials for their 
latest proposal.

“It is a way to get rid of planning board 

members,” Cosentino said. 
Cosentino, who has served for 30 years, 

noted that his current three-year term is 
set to expire in December and he would 
not seek another term.

He then accused Cindrich of asking 
Picinich, a co-executive director of the 
Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce, to 
write the letter that she read last week.

Mareschi, who said that Picinich 
“has no idea” what the planning board 
is responsible for, said it would be 
impractical to reduce planning board 

size. It has failed to get quorums in the 
past because of illness, and if one or two 
members fall ill on a five-member board, 
there would be the danger that meetings 
could not convene.

He said some residents were attempting 
to make the planning board the scapegoat 
for widespread vacant commercial 
properties. The planning board has no 
jurisdiction over filling a storefront 
vacancy if the property’s use doesn’t 
change, Mareschi said.

Cindrich and Picinich last week denied 
they orchestrated last week’s letter.

“Without reservation I can say that I 
did not request the letter be written or 
presented,” Cindrich said. “The idea of 
reducing the planning board from seven 
to five was a recommendation of the task 
force presented to the community this 
past April. I believe the recommendation 
was made to address the issue of meetings 
being canceled because of the inability to 
assemble a quorum.”

“I find it unfortunate that the chairman 
of the planning board and others would 
choose to make this personal, rather than 
focus on facts and recognize the need for 
change,” Picinich said. “The chairman 
was a member of the task force that 
made more than 20 recommendations to 
improve the planning board process. Our 
letter called for the implementation of all 
of the recommendations.”

plants to create a habitat within the new 
community. 

The DEIS states that during the peak 
afternoon traffic period, there would be a 
2.5-second increase in average delay time 
on the westbound Stevens Avenue approach 
at the Columbus Avenue traffic signal if the 
development is built. There would be no 
change in service level at other surrounding 
intersections.

But residents criticized the proposal, 

arguing that there is worsening congestion 
and existing concerns about speeding in the 
area.

“You’re lucky if you can get out on 
Westlake Drive to Stevens Avenue as it is 
now,” said Herb Shupert, a 47-year resident. 

Shupert suggested that police officers 
patrol the area and traffic lights be 
installed to keep traffic flowing should the 
development be constructed. 

Residents Ronald Presner and Phil Karl 
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occur in people age 50 and older. So, in a sense, everyone is at risk simply by reaching 
that milestone birthday. Besides age, risk factors include prior colon cancer, a family 
history of colon cancer or other cancers, colonic diseases or GI problems. Now 
consider, if everyone 50 and older had a regular screening test, 80 percent of deaths 
from colon cancer could be prevented.

Q: What can I do to help prevent colon cancer?    
A: Get a colonoscopy. It’s just that simple. A colonoscopy is considered the gold 
standard for colorectal cancer screening and surveillance. During the screening, we 
look for cancer and remove any potentially pre-cancerous growths called polyps. 
For people with no risk factors, current guidelines call for screening every 10 years 
starting at age 50. If polyps are found, you will be given a personalized screening 
regimen. Most cancers take six to eight years to develop from the time a polyp begins 
to grow. Theoretically, as long as you follow the customized regimen prescribed, 
you should never get colon cancer. The death rate from colorectal cancer has been 
declining for more than 20 years, largely due to the effectiveness of screening.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Kisco resident Gina Picinich read a letter on 
behalf  of  more than 25 families in the village in 
support of reducing the size of the planning board 
from seven to five members at the Sept. 20 village 
board meeting. 
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include youth representatives, she said.
As details have emerged in the case 

of former Greeley theater teacher 
Christopher Schraufnagel, community 
members have been searching for answers 
about how the matter could have been 
handled differently, particularly by school 
officials.

Schraufnagel pleaded guilty in early 
August to three misdemeanor counts 
of endangering the welfare of a child in 
connection with multiple incidents of 
sexual, verbal and physical abuse toward 
students. He is expected to be sentenced 
on Nov. 10.

Angry residents have unleashed a torrent 
of criticism at Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Lyn McKay and the Chappaqua Board 
of Education at recent public meetings and 
on social media, including some calling for 
resignations. Jacobs cautioned that there 
was a larger breakdown. 

“As discussed at the CFY meeting, there 
is no one person to blame for all of this,” 
Jacobs said. “The youth didn’t come to any 
of us, including a clergy person, and tell 
us what was going on. We all have some 
culpability in this. So we all need to ask 
why would our youth feel like they couldn’t 
come to a clergy person, the police, go to 
whoever, and say this doesn’t feel right.”

A statement released last Tuesday night 

by town Supervisor Robert Greenstein and 
the New Castle Town Board mentioned 
that the first Coalition for Youth meeting 
for the 2016-17 school year earlier this 
month was dominated by discussion of 
the recent case and the school district’s 
response, which prompted formation of 
the subcommittee.

“Recognizing that the entire community 
is traumatized by the events and must 
come together to process what has 
happened, CFY members determined 
that (they) can identify tangible ways for 
the community to move forward while 
simultaneously helping to provide a space 
for impacted students, families, teachers 
and all community members to grieve, 
voice concerns and begin the healing 
process,” the town board’s statement read 
in part.

Jacobs said Chappaqua is a caring 
community, but it is understandably 
difficult to accept that sexual abuse 
incidents occurred.

“It’s really hard for any community, 
where that trust has been broken, to 
rebuild that trust,” she said. “That’s what 
we have to do, but you can’t rebuild trust 
without healing first, and you can’t be 
moving backwards all the time. We are 
going to make mistakes, even as we move 
forward, and we need to have the grace to 
forgive each other as we go through this.”

added that Westlake Drive is a busy road 
because of local traffic, including school 
buses. Karl said sidewalks could be added 
to ensure the safety of children walking on 
those roads.

Raising the issue of impact on the 
local schools, Mount Pleasant Board of 
Education Vice President Thomas McCabe 
said the district’s population has averaged 
between 1,800 and 1,900 students a year. 
School officials are concerned that such a 
large development would add significantly 
more children to the district and negatively 
impact the budget, he said.

Assuming an average of an additional 
child per household, McCabe said 116 
children at a roughly $30,000-per-student 
cost, would result in a shortfall of more than 
8 percent in a Mount Pleasant school budget, 
likely forcing the district to exceed the tax 
cap. McCabe requested that the developer 
produce an up-to-date study to project how 
many additional schoolchildren would be 
produced.

Former planning board member Keith 
Rosner said he conducted his own analysis 
regarding impact on the schools and found 
there would be a 15 percent increase in 
school taxes should the project be built.

However, Steinmetz said the industry 
accepted standard for calculating school 
age children shows that the development 

would add about 76 students to Mount 
Pleasant. That would be easily offset by the 
116-student decline in district enrollment 
since 2010, he said. 

“Baker is fully mindful that thoughtful 
questions were raised by the community 
and members of the school board,” 
Steinmetz said. “All of those questions will 
be addressed in the Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS).”

When residents argued that the project 
shouldn’t be considered, Planning Board 
Chairman Michael McLaughlin said that 
was not the members’ role.

“People have rights and we cannot tell 
them what to do,” McLaughlin said. “It’s 
not a concern of this board whether or not 
it is needed, it is a concern what is being 
proposed meets zoning laws and other 
requirements.” 

“Baker has demonstrated they can build 
116 houses,” McLaughlin added later. “You 
can’t stop it, so unless you’re going to buy 
the property you cannot take it from them.”

Aside from McLaughlin’s remarks, there 
were no other comments from the board 
and questions posed were not answered. 
All comments and questions will be 
addressed by Baker Residential as part of 
the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

The hearing was adjourned and will 
remain open until Oct. 31 for written 
comments. 

Subcommittee Formed to Help Chappaqua 
Heal in Sex Abuse Case

Traffic, School Enrollment Concerns 
in Thornwood Housing Proposal
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By Martin Wilbur
After years of studies, Chappaqua 

residents will see the start of work next 
year to improve the hamlet’s downtown 
business district.

The New Castle Town Board last 
week approved moving forward with 
its estimated $10 million infrastructure 
and streetscape project but voted against 
burying the utility lines for a confined 
area downtown.

Town officials are expected to go 
out to bid over the winter with work 
expected to begin next spring, said 
Councilman Adam Brodsky, who headed 
the Streetscape Committee, which 
recommended many of the aesthetic 
improvements.

“There’s a lot of moving pieces here 
and we’ve been studying this for two 
years and it’s time,” Brodsky said. “It’s got 
to happen.”

As part of a series of three resolutions 
that were approved by the board last 
week supports installation of a traffic 
signal at the intersection of King Street 
and South Greeley Avenue by the state 
Department of Transportation (DOT). 
Town officials wanted a fourth crosswalk 
at that intersection, but the DOT would 
only allow the additional crosswalk with 
the installation of a light.

If the DOT goes ahead with signal 
installation, the right hand slip lane will 

be eliminated and King and Greeley. 
That would enable tables and chairs to 
be placed at that corner closest to the 
current slip lane.

A key component of the project will be 
replacement of water and sewer mains 
and drainage work for the downtown, an 
area that is prone to flooding.

A variety of new benches, light fixtures, 
attractive sidewalk brick, bollards, bike 
racks and other items will be added to 
spruce up the downtown. There will 
also be a reconfiguration of the triangle 
at South Greeley Avenue coming off the 
Route 120 bridge into a teardrop-shaped 
island.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said along 
with repairing the aging underground 
infrastructure that has seen an escalating 
number of water main breaks in recent 
years, the goal was to improve pedestrian 
safe and traffic flow and make the 
downtown more aesthetically pleasing.

“The town has a critical need to replace 
its underground infrastructure facilities in 
the downtown Chappaqua hamlet, which 
provide public water and sewer service, 
as well as storm water management,” 
Greenstein said. ”This will mark a major 
step towards rebuilding and rejuvenating 
our downtown business hamlet.”

He said the project would be paid for 
through a combination of money in the 
water and sewer budget fund balance, 

the town’s general fund balance and 
bonding. More financial information 
will

A week earlier, Jared Anderson, a 
consultant for planning firm WSP Sells, 
pegged the infrastructure and streetscape 
work at between $9.3 million and $10.5 
million. Burial of the utility lines would 
have added about $2.2 million to the 
project, require coordination with the 
utilities and permission from many 
downtown property owners.

Despite unanimous support for the 
streetscape and traffic light, there was 
vigorous debate after Councilwoman 
Hala Makowska suggested considering 
burial of the utilities. Councilman 
Jeremy Saland also charged that the town 
had failed to adequately study downtown 
traffic volumes potentially affected by 
the pending construction at Chappaqua 
Crossing and the Conifer affordable 
housing project near downtown.

Makowska argued that by relinquishing 
the utility burial option the town is 
missing out on making significant 
aesthetic and service improvements 
despite the added cost.

“It’s only 15 percent of the total 
project (cost) but I think it’s going to 
have a huge impact and it’s a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity,” said Makowska, 
the dissenting vote for the resolution 
that decided against burying the lines. 

“It’s going to be a long time before these 
roads are opened up again.”

Brodsky said in addition to cost, the 
coordination between Con Edison, 
Cablevision, Lightpath and Verizon 
could cause an interminable delay. 
Furthermore, permission from private 
property owners would have to be 
granted to work on their properties.

Greenstein added that burying the 
lines wouldn’t decrease the chances of a 
power failure because of the high water 
table in the area and the added cost 
would likely cause the town to exceed 
the tax cap.

Saland also said the board neglected 
to study the traffic impact the other 
development projects would have on 
downtown

“What is your answer if within five 
years or 10 years after we’ve spent $10 
million roughly, to fix up our downtown 
and it’s just a catastrophe down there?” 
he said.

Greenstein responded that the town 
thoroughly studied the project and 
needed to move forward.

“We’ve spent two years on this project. 
You can’t make everybody happy, 
okay,” he said. “And if you try to make 
everybody happy nothing will get done, 
as has been the history of this town for 
25 years. The time to act is now.”

New Castle Approves Downtown Chappaqua Streetscape Project
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By Anna Young
Faith and music filled the First 

Congregational Church of Chappaqua 
Sunday afternoon with hopes that the 
words spoken and sung in the sanctuary 
and across the country will result in a 
safer future.

The church was one of about 350 
venues across the United States that 
hosted The Concert Across America to 
End Gun Violence. 

Senior Minister Rev. Dr. Martha 
Jacobs said she was proud the church 
hosted the event, hoping it will be the 
first of many gatherings uniting the 
community for the common goal to 
“turn up the music and turn down the 
hate.”

The campaign is an effort to link 
communities nationwide to remember 
those who lost their lives due to gun 
violence. By using social media to cover 
each concert live, the goal was to reach 
millions of people to raise awareness 
and eliminate preventable incidents. 

“Gun violence spans every age, every 
neighborhood, every ethnicity and 
every culture,” Jacobs said. “Music is 
one of two universal languages that can 
transcend barriers and boundaries.”

Those words spoke volumes when the 
congregation rose to sing “Let There Be 
Peace on Earth.”

The concert featured members of 

The Chappaqua Orchestra, the Horace 
Greeley Madrigal singers, FCC Minister 
of Music Keith Robelland, the church’s 
Chancel Choir, Cantor Star Trumpter 
from Temple Beth El of Northern 
Westchester and Chappaqua resident 
Dave Bickler, an FCC congregant and 
former member of the band Survivor.

Bickler, who performed two songs 
during the event, said he was motivated 
to get involved because of his frustration 

that nothing sensible has been done to 
stop gun violence. 

“It feels good to be a part of this,” 
said Bickler, who hopes to participate in 
future events. “Maybe this could help.”

Uncertain of the kind of crowd the 
concert might attract, Jacobs made 
sure New Castle police were present. 
Some threats had been made toward 
participants at other venues around 
the country. Roughly 100 community 

members of all ages attended the FCC 
concert.

“I wouldn’t have missed this show 
for the world,” said one Chappaqua 
resident. 

“This is such a divisive issue and at 
some point enough is enough,” Jacobs 
said. 

This event was co-sponsored by the 
Town of New Castle, the Chappaqua 
Interfaith Council, Chappaqua Cares, 
the Upper Westchester Muslin Society, 
Million Mom March and Temple Beth 
El. 

Chappaqua Church Uses Prayer, Song in Fight Against Gun Violence

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Area residents fill the pews at the First Congregational Church of  Chappaqua during the concert that 
was part of  the nationwide Concert Across America to End Gun Violence.
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By Andrew Vitelli
An effort to revitalize Pleasantville’s 

downtown was the focus of last week’s 
public workshop on the village’s Master 
Plan update, as planning consultants 
presented their vision to village residents.

“The approach to the plan is that 
most of Pleasantville… is a beautiful 
village and does not need any changes, 
particularly in the residential areas,” said 
Frank Fish, the founding principal at BFJ 
Planning. “We’re trying to get a balance 
in the plan between a limited focus on 
the downtown and a preservation focus 
on most of the village.”

Though some proposed changes 
impact the entire village, BFJ planner 
Susan Favate said her group looked 
primarily at the downtown.

“Most of Pleasantville, particularly the 
residential neighborhoods, is doing just 
fine,” Favate said at the Sept. 20 meeting 
at the Clinton Street Center. “We do 
envision that most of the village will 
remain as is, and we think that’s a good 
thing.”

Favate said Pleasantville’s three-story 
limit for buildings in the downtown 
was holding back development and that 
officials should consider allowing four-
story buildings in parts of the village.

“There’s not really a lot of inducement 
for developers if they can only go up to 
three stories,” Favate said. “That is not 

particularly conducive to redevelopment 
of some underutilized areas.”

Favate also discussed ways to bring 
more residential development to the 
downtown.

“While residential is allowed 
downtown as a special permit use, 
there are some interesting aspects 
to your zoning that really do largely 
discourage residential downtown and 
probably speaks to why there isn’t a lot 
of housing downtown,” said Favate. 
“We’re suggesting, rather than requiring 
a special permit, allow residential uses as 
of right, with some caveats.” 

Favate also proposed that officials 
consider assisted living facilities in the 
village’s periphery, saying the current 
zoning was somewhat outdated. 

BFJ presented a proposal to revamp 
the downtown, with additional parking 
and green space. Development centered 
around the train station, which Mayor 
Peter Scherer said put the village in 
a strong position when it came to 
development. 

“There’s a bit of a wave washing over 
communities that have train stations with 
a tremendous amount of development,” 
Scherer said. “Pleasantville is in the 
catbird seat in that respect.”

Close to 50 residents attended the 
forum, with planners listening to 
feedback following the presentation. 

Speakers showed support for the 
addition of green space, but some 
expressed concern over allowing four-
story development in the downtown. 

The village hired BFJ to help update 
the Master Plan, which was last revised 
in 1995. Last week’s workshop was the 
second held by the village, following 

the initial forum in June. The proposed 
update will be presented to the village 
board in October, with public hearings 
set for October and November. 

More information can be found on the 
village’s website, www.pleasantville-ny.
gov. 

ANDREW VITELLI PHOTO
Pleasantville Mayor Peter Scherer addresses the audience during the Sept. 20 forum on proposed 
changes to the Pleasantville Master Plan. It would be the first update in 21 years.

Downtown Development Highlighted in P’ville Master Plan Forum 
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Kyle Lindholm
Kyle B. Lindholm of Lagrangeville, 

N.Y. and formerly of Valhalla passed 
away suddenly on Sept. 24.  

He was 46.
Lindholm was born on May 14, 1970, 

in White Plains to Alan Lenart and 
Daryl (nee Daus) Lindholm. He was a 
lover of his wife, his life and any sports 
involving two wheels. Lindholm worked 
for the Town of Mount Pleasant Highway 
Department for 20 years. 

Besides his parents of Yorktown 
Heights, Lindholm is survived by his 
loving wife, Susan (nee Lopez) Lindholm, 

of Lagrangeville; his caring sister, April 
(Phillip) Leonforte, of Garrison; his 
loving brother, Erik (Michelle) Lindholm, 
of Valhalla;  mother- and father-in-law 
Rosemarie and Frank Lopez of White 
Plains; and nine cherished nieces and 
nephews. 

Visitation is on Friday, Sept. 30 at 
Hawthorne Funeral Home from 2 to 4 
p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. The funeral service 
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 1 at noon 
at the Valhalla United Methodist Church. 
Interment will be private. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in his 
name to Community for Cats in Bedford 
would be appreciated. 

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com
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Sept. 30 Deadline for Mt. Pleasant Fall 
Foliage Festival Sponsorships 

The deadline for businesses seeking to 
become sponsors for the annual Mount 
Pleasant Fall Foliage Festival is this Friday, 
Sept. 30. This year’s event, scheduled for 
Saturday, Oct. 15 at Broadway Field in 

Hawthorne, will feature music, games, 
rides, an apple pie contest, scarecrow 
decorating and more

To become a sponsor call Kellie Rizzi at 
914-742-2335. 

Westchester County Police arrested 
a Yorktown man last Saturday after he 
assaulted a 14-year-old boy on the North 
County Trailway in Mount Pleasant 
following a bicycling collision.

Gregory Avon, 59, of Erin Court was 
charged with third-degree assault and 
endangering the welfare of a child, both 
misdemeanors, following his arrest about 
an hour after the incident occurred. 

Avon and the teen were involved in 
a collision at 10:05 a.m. on the trailway 
about a quarter-mile south of county police 
headquarters. Avon is accused of punching 
the boy in the face and causing a serious 
injury to the youth’s jaw and mouth. The 
boy was taken to Westchester Medical 
Center in Valhalla where he underwent 
surgery.

Following the assault, Avon rode north 
on the bike path, police said. He was 
followed by several bicyclists after the 
confrontation had occurred. They lost 
sight of him on Route 117 in the vicinity of 
Pace University.

Multiple county patrol officers, assisted 
by the aviation unit helicopter and 
Pleasantville police, began a search of the 
area but could not immediately locate 
the suspect. At 11:15 a.m., county police 

Officer James O’Meara spotted a bicyclist 
near routes 22 and 120 in North Castle 
who fit the description of the assailant and 
took him into custody.

Avon was booked at county police 
headquarters in Hawthorne and released 
pending an Oct. 6 appearance in Mount 
Pleasant Town Court

Police Charge Suspect for 
Assaulting Boy After Bike Collision

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532
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Obituary

Police Blotter
County Police/Mount Kisco

Sept. 22: Report of a car blocking a 
driveway on Woodland Street at 9:31 
p.m. A summons was issued. 

Sept. 22: A 46-year-old Thornwood 
man was arrested at 7:50 p.m. and 
charged with third-degree bail jumping, 
a misdemeanor, after he was turned over 
to county police by Putnam County 
authorities. The suspect was arrested 
on a warrant issued by the Mount Kisco 
Justice Court in September 2013 after 
he failed to appear in court to answer 
a misdemeanor charge of three-degree 
aggravated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle.

Sept. 22: Report of a group of men 
loitering in the front yard of a Spring 
Street house at 4:47 p.m. Since none of 
the men lived at the house, they were 
asked to leave the property.

Sept. 22: At 1:01 p.m., there was a 
report that an employee of a Radio 
Circle business had apparently used 
company funds to pay a personal bill. 
The investigation was turned over to 
detectives.

Sept. 22: A West Street resident 
reported at 12:49 p.m. that someone had 
stolen the front license plate off his car 
overnight.

Sept. 21: Report of a group of men 
drinking beer at Blackeby Place at 8:25 
p.m. No alcohol was observed by officers 
and the group dispersed.

Sept. 19: A village resident reported at 
8:45 a.m. that someone flattened the tires 
on her car while it was parked on Amuso 
Drive overnight.

North Castle Police Department

Sept. 16: Report of a brush fire on 
Bedford Road at 1:47 p.m. The Armonk 
Fire Department was dispatched by 60 
Control. The responding officer reported 
an active brush fire due to Con Edison 
wires that are burning. Con Edison is on 
the scene.

Sept. 16: An e-911 caller from Wampus 
Avenue reported at 4:54 p.m. that she cut 
her hand while cutting an artichoke.

Sept. 17: Report of lost property 
at 7:51 a.m. A complainant arrived at 
headquarters to report that about 45 
minutes in the past he left the gas station 
on Main Street and drove down the 
street with his wallet on the roof of his 
vehicle. When he arrived at Tazza Café 
at Armonk Square, he realized that he 
didn’t have his wallet and that he had 
accidentally placed it on top of his car. 
He checked the area but couldn’t find the 
wallet, which included numerous credit 
cards and his driver’s license.

Sept. 17: Complainant reported at 
9:42 a.m. that a sofa has been dumped on 
the side of southbound Route 22 in the 
area of the rock cut.

Sept. 21: Two parties were placed 
under arrest at 3:25 a.m. for criminal 
possession of controlled substances 
following a traffic stop on Route 22.

Sept. 21: A Nethermont Avenue 
resident reported at 11:02 a.m. that 
her residence was burglarized. The 
responding officer confirmed that a 
burglary had occurred.

Gregory Avon, above, was arrested for allegedly 
assaulting a 14-year-old boy after getting involved 
in bike collision with him.
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By Martin Wilbur
Hundreds of organizations and 

thousands of walkers will put on their 
windbreakers and walking shoes on 
Sunday for the 2016 Annual Support-
A-Walk at FDR State Park in Yorktown 
Heights.

It is perhaps most fitting that there will 
be a team from Northern Westchester 
Hospital (NWH) in Mount Kisco that 
will participate when the crowd begins 
its three-mile journey for the 22nd 
consecutive year. Not only is the hospital 
a key healthcare provider in the area 
but it has been a longtime partner of 
Support Connection, the Yorktown-based 
nonprofit organization that provides 
counseling and emotional support for 
women with breast and ovarian cancer.

“The big thing is they do so much for 
our patients and it’s the least we can do,” 
said David Natoli, the administrative 
director of imaging and cardiology 
services at NWH and the team leader for 
Sunday’s walk. “We want to be part of this. 
They do such good work.”

In his professional capacity, Natoli has 
had a firsthand look at the good work 
Support Connection has done for legions 
of patients. Breast and ovarian cancer 
patients come to the hospital to get the 
best medical care possible to restore 
them to health but Support Connection 
provides them with free and confidential 

information, answering questions by 
peer counselors, all of whom are cancer 
survivors, regarding diagnosis, treatment, 
recovery and many other issues that 
arise. Questions from a patient’s family 
members are also answered. 

Although located in Yorktown, 
Support Connection’s reach is far beyond 
Westchester. It serves women throughout 
the United States via its toll-free number.

Late last week there were 20 to 25 team 
members signed up from the hospital 
with the likelihood of a greater turnout 
than that when factoring in friends and 
family members who will join as well.

Natoli said the NWH alliance with 
Support Connection goes much deeper 
than showing up to an annual event for 
a few hours. 

“It’s about a commitment of a 
partnership, it’s not about once a year 
we give them money and that’s it,” Natoli 
said. “We really value ourselves on being 
their partner and helping in any way we 
can.”

“It’s about supporting the people and 
whatever they need,” he continued. “It’s 
what it’s about and that is why we make 
such a connection with them.”

Support Connection holds a breast, 
ovarian and gynecological cancer support 
group meeting the first Wednesday of 
each month at the hospital’s location at 
Chappaqua Crossing.

Since 2009, Team NWH has raised 
more than $10,000 for Support 
Connection at the annual walk, said 
Barbara Cervoni, the organization’s 
director of services and communication. 
The hospital is also a major sponsor of 
the event, and has been for many years, 
she said.

Support-A-Walk was created to 
bring attention to the needs of people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer. 
Participants arrive from throughout the 
Hudson Valley and the tristate area for 
the event. Last year, there were more 
than 9,000 participants.

Money raised goes toward Support 
Connection’s cancer support services.

Pre-walk activities, including music, 

welcoming remarks, team photos, face 
painting and characters for the children, 
plus warm-up and stretching to music 
led by staff from Club Fit, will begin at 9 
a.m. The walk will begin at 10 a.m.

There will be a Survivors Welcome 
Area and information will be dispensed 
about Support Connection’s cancer 
support services. After the walk there 
will be free refreshments and a live 
musical performance.

For more about the Support-A-Walk 
or to make a donation, call 914-962-6402 
or visit www.supportconnection.org.

NWH Ready for Sunday’s Annual Support-A-Walk at FDR Park

Last year’s team from Northern Westchester 
Hospital that participated in Support Connection’s 
Support-A-Walk, which raises money to provide 
free counseling to women with breast and ovarian 
cancer nationwide.
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By Neal Rentz
Despite objections from neighboring 

residents, the Chappaqua Public Library 
Board of Trustees continues to explore 
moving forward with a 25-space expansion 
of the library’s parking lot in the east side of 
the building.

The Library Board of Trustees discussed 
concerns at its Sept. 20 meeting, which 
had been raised by the public during an 
informational meeting the previous night at 
the library.

The board postponed making a 
determination last week on whether there 
should be a negative declaration. A negative 
declaration means the project would have 
no negative impact on the environment 
and helping library officials likely avoid a  
lengthy review.

“The board asked our architect for 
additional information,” said Library 
Director Pamela Thornton. “Once that is 
received and discussed then the board will 
make their decision. It could take a month 
or two. It just depends on what else needs 
to be done.”

Thornton said the library’s current 47 
spaces is inadequate. She said the most 
common request from patrons is for 
additional parking so there is easier access 
to the facility.

Library officials have been working on 
a parking expansion plan for five years, 
Thornton said. During that time the library 

board and staff have met with neighbors 
on Glenside Place and Morton Place and 
with representatives of the Church of Saint 
Mary the Virgin to hear their concerns and 
provide alternative plans. 

“The current design incorporates 
the requests we have received from the 
neighbors over the past five years, including 
additional tree screening and fencing and 
a larger area in the driveway expansion 
for snow removal and angled lighting,” 
Thornton said. 

The only request that cannot be 
accommodated is an entrance to the 
parking area from the church property, she 
said. The church opposed that idea.

It is anticipated the state Education 
Department (SED) would take nine to 12 
months to complete its review of the project 

and issue approval. Construction would last 
three months. 

The proposed 25 additional spaces would 
be open to anyone using the library and not 
be restricted to library staff, Thornton said. 
Additional parking would continue to be 
available along South Greeley Avenue, she 
said. 

Funding for the proposed expansion will 
come from money saved in a dedicated 
account derived from cost savings and 
fund balance, Thornton said. The project 
is estimated to cost $300,000, with about 
$40,000 already expended on planning. 

“There would be no additional tax 
revenue required for the construction of the 
25 parking spaces,” she said.

Although the expansion project is 
moving forward, some residents criticized 

the proposal at the Sept. 19 informational 
meeting, which was attended by about 20 
residents.

The plan calls for the planting of trees, 
which would screen a new six-foot-high 
fence, said Keith Beaver, a landscape 
architect retained by the library. The trees 
would be between six and eight feet tall at 
planting, but would grow to 25 feet after six 
to 10 years, he said. 

New LED lights are planned for the 
expanded parking lot to ensure the library 
property is illuminated, he said.

However, residents criticized the project 
last week. Larry Grob, who mentioned that 
all of his neighbors are opposed to the plan, 
said the project would violate a covenant 
that mandates no library parking within 50 
feet of nearby properties. 

None of the spaces would violate the 50-
foot buffer, Beaver responded.

Another resident, Tom Keane, who 
questioned the need for 25 more spaces, 
said he did not want to see the new lighting 
from his home. Beaver said the new LED 
lights would be pointed downward and not 
be seen off the library property. 

Thornton said the library explored other 
methods of increasing parking off-site but 
none were feasible. Library officials said 
they are taking residents’ concerns seriously, 
including the proposal to prohibit parking 
along the extended driveway and installing 
no parking signs for the driveway.

Chappaqua Library Board Continues Parking Expansion Talks

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
A 25-space parking lot expansion is being mulled for the Chappaqua Public Library. 
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By Martin Wilbur
Interior demolition work on building 

64 residential units inside the iconic 
cupola building at Chappaqua Crossing 
has begun as New Castle officials and 
developer Summit/Greenfield hope to 
resolve outstanding issues surrounding a 
critical nearby intersection.

Two public hearings will continue 
tonight (Tuesday), including one to 
consider revision of the retail Preliminary 
Development Concept Plan (PDCP) that 
would help Summit/Greenfield gain state 
Department of Transportation (DOT) 
approval to revert to a T-intersection 
at Roaring Brook Road and Route 117. 
Without the DOT permit, Summit/
Greenfield is unable to obtain a town 
building permit and cannot begin 
construction on the project.

Plans for a roundabout, which was 
recommended by DOT last year and 
was part of the project’s final approval, 
is likely not to pass muster with the New 
York City Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) because it would 
require a variance. The DEP’s regulations 
does not allow the construction of new 
impervious surface within 100 feet of an 
existing watercourse inside of the city’s 
watershed.

Summit/Greenfield representatives 
said earlier this month that a variance 
would only be issued if the applicant can 

prove a hardship. Since a previous town 
board approved the T-intersection, the 
DEP is not expected to relent.

Town officials indicated they would 
press the DEP to consider the hardship 
condition to the town.

Despite the uncertainties surrounding 
the intersection, Wilder Balter Partners 
of Elmsford, retained by Summit/
Greenfield to construct the cupola 
building units, has pressed forward with 
the start of interior work. The latest 
proposal for the cupola building calls 
for 28 affordable units, 25 market-rate 
apartments, 10 workforce housing units 
and a superintendent’s apartment. The 
cupola building project will be called 
The Apartments at Chappaqua Crossing.

In April, a change was announced to 
add the market-rate and workforce units 
to the 28 affordable units after the town 
board pressed for a variety of housing 
to be integrated into the structure. All 
four floors will now be used for housing 
instead of using only the top two floors 
for the affordable apartments, said 
Wilder Balter Partners President William 
Balter.

“I absolutely love this building,” Balter 
said. “It is really spectacular in so many 
ways and is one of the most recognized 
buildings in all of Westchester.”

Construction of the 64 units is expected 
to take 16 to 18 months, he said.

Balter did caution the town board 
at the hearing’s Sept. 13 opening that 
it needs to approve the T-intersection 
option to allow for exterior demolition, 
even if it will still appeal to the DEP 
for the roundabout variance. Although 
interior work does not require DOT 
approval, demolition of the former 
Reader’s Digest 100 Building is needed 

to allow construction of the units on 
the south side of the cupola building, he 
said.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein has 
praised the decision to move the 
affordable units from near the 91 
townhouses and place it in a reconfigured 
cupola building along with market-rate 
and workforce housing.

“This project exemplifies how new 
and affordable housing options can be 
woven into the fabric of a community,” 
Greenstein said. “When completed, 
the cupola building will offer a mix of 
housing options in a beautiful, vibrant 
location.” 

According to the New Castle Town 
Code, a workforce housing unit uses a 
formula requiring households whose 
annual income does not exceed a limit 
that is fixed at an amount that is less than 
or equal to the higher of the adjusted 
median annual salary of persons 
employed by the Town of New Castle; the 
adjusted median annual salary of persons 
employed by the host school district; or 
the adjusted Westchester County area 
median income. The percentages change 
based on household size.

The second hearing relates to changes 
in parking requirements for the cupola 
building.

Tuesday’s meeting is scheduled to start 
at 8:15 p.m.

Interior Demo Work Begins at Chap Crossing’s Cupola Building
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Wilder Balter Partners President William Balter 
outside the cupola building at Chappaqua 
Crossing. The company is building the 64 
residential units inside the structure.
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Those of us in the business of running 
our public schools have been shocked 
to learn that Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
reform of the state’s STAR property 
tax reduction program will benefit co-
operative apartment owners who could 
receive checks from the program that 
actually exceed their tax bills. 

This, while the rest of New York’s 
homeowners will lose out on STAR, 
effectively holding down the weight of 
the budgetary see-saw. Meanwhile, the 
local share of a school district’s funding 
in New York State over the last decade 

has grown by 4 percent – mostly in the 
form of property tax revenues. 

The STAR program, which since 
1998 has paid a portion of an eligible 
homeowner’s school taxes, was changed 
this year into an income tax credit 
program in which newly enrolled STAR 
recipients receive an annual check to 
cover a portion of their school taxes. But 
was it intended to effectively pay some 
co-op owners while other homeowners 
foot the uneven bill?

According to a recent story in The 
Journal News, state legislators passed 

the reform while unaware that the new 
STAR program would make money 
for thousands of co-op owners. In 
Eastchester’s 2,428 co-ops, some 337 
owners would qualify for STAR bonuses, 
including 61 who would receive checks 
for more than $1,000 more than they 
owed in school taxes, and another 123 
who would receive between $500 and 
$1,000 more. 

Is it wise to permit some homeowners 
to make a profit off the STAR program? 

When the new STAR law was passed 
in April, the bill stated that co-op owners 
would receive checks for 60 percent of a 
municipality’s STAR savings. But it was 
amended in a final rush to include 100 
percent of the STAR credit.

It’s patently unfair to create this 
imbalance in the STAR income tax 
L:credit program, and especially unfair 
to rush such a bill through. Unless the 
legislation and formulas are changed, 
some state taxpayers will be shelling out 
for those who could make money off this 
unsavory deal. 

Pleasantville Board of Education

Since opening its doors 20 years 
ago, Support Connection has helped 
thousands of women and their families 
cope with the many concerns, questions 
and fears that accompany a diagnosis of 
breast or ovarian cancer.

There is no organization like Support 
Connection, where free and confidential 
services are provided by women who are 
cancer survivors. There is no community 
gathering like Support-A-Walk, which is 
taking place this Sunday morning, Oct. 2 
at FDR State Park in Yorktown.

Each year, the human spirit is on 
display and a wide range of emotions take 
hold of the thousands who participate, 

in support of a loved one who is battling 
cancer, or in memory of someone whose 
legacy is carried on in an effort to show 
how much Support Connection made a 
difference in their lives.

It’s impossible not to be inspired by 
the outpouring of love and compassion 
exhibited by the teams that are formed 
and the individuals who literally wear 
their hearts on their sleeves. It’s a feel-
good event for a good cause in every way.

Equally important is the funds raised 
at Support-A-Walk, which represents 40 
percent of the overall funding Support 
Connection relies on annually to continue 
lending a helping hand to women and 

families locally and nationwide that 
is not extended or available anywhere 
else. In addition, every dime raised goes 
directly to Support Connection.

There is no better feeling than doing 
something that you know made someone 
else’s life a little better. Attending 
Support-A-Walk will be guaranteed time 
well spent, personally and spiritually, 
and women and their families who 
currently rely on Support Connection 
or may need them in the future will be 
eternally grateful.

To learn more about Support-A-
Walk, call 914-962-6402 or visit www.
supportconnection.org.

Letters to the Editor

Editorial
Support-A-Walk, Make a Difference and Be Inspired This Sunday

New STAR Program Benefits Co-Op Owners at the Expense of Others
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 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

I wanted to inform everyone in our 
area who doesn’t already know how lucky 
we are to have a great senator, Terrence 
Murphy. In 2012, my brother, who has 
lived in New York his entire life, a veteran, 
having served as a medic in Korea, was 
diagnosed with dementia. He was off his 
medications and unfortunately involved 
in a road rage incident in New Jersey 
where he punched the other motorist. 
That altercation resulted in his arrest in 
New Jersey and he has spent the last four 
years in the New Jersey state hospital 
system. 

My brother was found incompetent, 

and his medical condition diagnosed as 
advancing Alzheimer’s disease. Since then, 
I have been trying to have him transferred 
to the VA hospital in Montrose, but all 
attempts were unsuccessful. About six 
months ago, I reached out to Sen. Murphy 
and explained my dilemma. Sen. Murphy 
was quick to act. He, Eugene Perrotta, an 
advocate for veterans, and Ronald Tocci, 
director of veterans’ agency services in 
Westchester, were steadfast and diligent in 
meeting with the board at Montrose and 
were able to have my brother admitted to 
the VA. 

I would like everyone to know that 

without the help of God and Sen. Murphy, 
this would never have transpired. He 
was vigilant, persistent and gave me 
the support needed to have my brother 
accepted at the Montrose VA. I would 
also like to the people at the hospital for 
their help. 

In closing, I cannot stress enough that 
if anyone has or knows of any problems 
regarding veterans, contact Sen. Murphy’s 
office. He is truly an advocate for our men 
and women in the armed forces.

Anthony D’Amato
Yorktown Heights

State Sen. Terrence Murphy Tops When it Comes to Helping Veterans

Phelps, LiveOnNY to Encourage Organ Donation
Phelps Hospital will join forces with 

LiveOnNY on Thursday, Oct. 6 to 
make a difference in the lives of New 
Yorkers by encouraging patients and 
community residents to become organ 
donors. 

To help change this situation, Phelps 
and LiveOnNY will partner for New 
York’s second annual Organ Donor 

Enrollment Day. This event’s only goal 
is to enroll as many New Yorkers as 
organ donors as possible in a single 
day. One organ donor can save up to 
eight lives. 

For more information, contact Ann 
Marie Treanor at 914-366-3500 or 
e-mail atreanor@pmhc.us
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By Martin Wilbur
Paul Delgado was never a strong guitarist, 

yet he really wanted to somehow be part of 
the music industry.

Instead of becoming the next Eric 
Clapton or Bruce Springsteen, Delgado 
instead used his expertise in computers and 
electronics to achieve his goal. Five years 
ago he launched Marcara Music Amps, 
building and repairing tube and solid-state 
amplifiers used by bassists and guitarists.

After working out of his home, which is 
now in Briarcliff Manor, last year he moved 
the business into a space tucked away inside 
a building on Kisco Avenue in Mount Kisco.

“I started out on guitar as a teenager 
and it just wasn’t in the cards for me to be 
a really great guitar player,” Delgado said. 
“But I’ve always wanted to be around music 
and electronics and I guess I’ve found that 
medium to this point.”

Delgado acknowledged he didn’t have 
a formal business plan, but he quickly 
discovered there was demand for his 
services. Music stores might fix guitars and 
other instruments, but typically don’t have 

the expertise to deal with the electronic 
workings of an amplifier.

He reached out to Blue Bus Music, a 
guitar and music shop now located in 
Ridgefield, Conn., which began referring 
customers to him looking for amp repairs. 
He has also become an authorized service 
facility for Marshall Amplification, one 
of the industry’s leaders, and Dynakit 
amplifier kits. However, he can fix virtually 
any model, including Fender, the iconic 
American brand.

Whether it’s local residents playing for 
fun or professional or semiprofessional 
musicians, Delgado finds that most people 
don’t throw out their amplifiers.

“That became part of the service part of 
my business, and I just found there’s more 
people wanting to fix their amps than 
looking to buy them,” Delgado said.

Delgado’s love of electronics stretches 
back to his childhood in Queens. From 
a young age, he pulled things apart and 
fixed them. He earned his associate’s degree 
in computer and electronic technology 
from Queens College. Since then, most of 

Delgado’s career has been in electronics and 
telecommunications.

He was a field service engineer for 
Telex Computer Products, before moving 
on to a telecommunications company 
working on phone systems, where he 
would troubleshoot problems. He also 
had experience in software and hardware 
products.

However, as workload increased, so did 
the hours, sometimes resulting in marathon 
shifts. 

“I had been in the high-tech sector, doing 
all the support roles, technical support, 
product support and at some point we 
became this 24/7 society,” said Delgado, who 
lives with his wife and admits to being in his 
fifties. “At 10 o’clock in the morning you 
know you’d be at it until 2 in the morning, 
restoring a system off hours, and I would 
have some desk-help jobs for computer 
support, and it’s just not rewarding for some 

of that work.”
His years of troubleshooting on computer 

and telecommunications jobs helped 
Delgado prepare for his business, where 
thoroughness and stick-to-itiveness is 
required. In his workspace, Delgado has 
varied diagnostic equipment to help him 
detect problems. 

Identifying a problem quickly and 
finding parts or makeshifts parts is key, he 
said. Otherwise, the person would send the 
amplifier directly to its manufacturer for 
service and impatiently wait six weeks.

Passing on an old piece of equipment 
to the next generation or a friends’ music 
reunion have been common reasons why 
people seek out Delgado.

“Sometimes I can look at something and 
I can find what’s wrong,” he said. “Someone 
comes in with one particular problem that 
they’re speaking of and sometimes that may 
or may not be related to what I’m looking 
at.”

Along with amplifiers, Delgado has also 
started to repair old hi-fi stereo systems, 
including the freestanding consoles from 
the 1950s and ’60 that look like furniture 
when closed.

In fact, when it comes to electronics, 
there’s not much Delgado won’t try to fix.

“If you have a good understanding of 
electronics and how to troubleshoot, you 
can usually figure it out,” he said.

Marcara Music Amps is located at 120 
Kisco Ave. in Mount Kisco. Call 914-909-
5617 or visit www.marcaramusicamps.com 
for more information.

know your
Neighbor

Paul Delgado
Amplifier Repair Shop Owner

Briarcliff Manor

NEW YORK IS STRONGER
WITH INDIAN POINT  ON
AS WE DEBATE OUR ENERGY VISION FOR TOMORROW, 
WE SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE BENEFITS OF 
THOSE PLANTS SUPPORTING US TODAY.

STRONGER ON
Indian Point Energy Center

Indian Point generates about 25% of the electricity we use in the City and Westchester. 
The facility also contributes $1.6 billion in economic benefits each year, and a total tax 
benefit of $340 million to local, state and federal governments.

Indian Point generates all this power with virtually no greenhouse gas emissions, and 
is the largest single source of clean energy in our region. If we want to achieve our 
state’s ambitious climate goals, our plans must start with Indian Point.

The more you know about the facts, the more you’ll agree that New York is stronger  
with Indian Point on.

Learn more at www.RightForNewYork.com/StrongerOn
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By Martin Wilbur
Art lovers descended on Armonk’s 

Community Park last weekend to enjoy one 
of the most highly regarded art shows in the 
metropolitan area.

While patrons swarmed to the 55th 
annual Armonk Outdoor Art Show on a 
beautiful weekend to see the impressive 
array of work from about 185 artists, for 
many of the volunteers who organized the 
event, this year’s renewal was particularly 
poignant.

The show’s two awards were named in 
honor of two influential volunteers who 
recently passed away: the Alan C. Solomon 
Best in Show Award and the Sylvia Rogers 
Best New Artist Award.

“We’re standing on their shoulders 
because the show is as wonderful as it is 
because of all the work done by all the 
people before we got here,” said Susan 
Geffen, a show co-advisor.

Robert Hessler, a clay artist from 
Kingston, N.Y., won the Best in Show 
honors while Pleasantville artist Natalya 
Aikens won the inaugural Best New Artist 
Award.

Solomon’s brother, Steve, and members 
of Rogers’ family were on hand to present 
the awards named for their loved one. Alan 
Solomon died earlier this year while Rogers 
passed away last year.

Geffen and advisor Marian Hamilton 
spoke of how Solomon not only helped 
make the show a reality, but was an 

invaluable resource to newer volunteers.
“Alan brought all his good humor, his 

enthusiasm, his financial prowess to the 
show,” Geffen said. “We appreciate it so 
much and we miss him, especially this 
week.”

Hamilton said Rogers, who worked 
for the Westchester Arts Council, had a 
boundless passion for the arts. Rogers was 
a natural to help with the show because of 
her love of art and community involvement.

“She was so enthusiastic about everything 
she got involved with and I just love those 
memories of her prancing around the 
art show,” said Hamilton. “She was like a 
whirling dervish of activity to get things 
done.”

The award recipients caught the eye of 
a panel of judges. Each recipient received 
a $1,000 prize and talked of how fortunate 
they were to be recognized.

Hessler, who was at the show for the 12th 

consecutive year, said he was grateful that 
the judges appreciated his work.

“I love this show because it’s really more 
focused on art than crafts, even though I 
consider what I do art, it’s really focused 
on more paintings, photography,” Hessler 
said. “It’s a great audience here. To just be 
singled out among all these amazing artists 
is amazing.”

Aikens recycles plastic bags and stiches 
them together to create what she calls 
architecture-inspired art. Many of her works 
are of buildings, bridges, water towers and 
other structures around New York City. Her 
works last weekend included a mural-sized 
depiction of the George Washington Bridge. 

“This is a great honor,” Aikens said. “I 
certainly never expected anything like this. 

I’m in complete shock.”
This year organizers hired Armonk 

resident and former North Castle town 
clerk Anne Curran as its part-time executive 
director, who helped the volunteers pull the 
show together.

She said not only is the show popular 
among area art lovers, the desire on the 
part of the artists to appear has never been 
greater. There were about 610 applications 
for the 185 slots.

“Everyone is so positive about the show 
itself,” Curran said. “Some of (the artists) 
have said they just had to get into the show, 
they’ve applied for six, seven years and this 
is the first time they’ve been accepted and 
they’re thrilled to be here.”

Armonk Outdoor Art Show Remembers, Honors Two Special Volunteers

SAM MORRELL PHOTO
Pleasantville artist Natalya Aikens won the first 
ever Sylvia Rogers Best New Artist Award at the 
Armonk Outdoor Art Show.

Bring the family for a fun-filled day of activities as we 
celebrate the first anniversary of White Plains Hospital 

Medical & Wellness at 99 Business Park Drive in Armonk.
Meet Dr. Ted E. Bear, enjoy complimentary classes 

and demonstrations from Equinox, and join the 
ThinkFirst Injury Prevention Clinic hosted by Burke. 

Tour WPH Medical & Wellness and meet our doctors. 

On-Site FLU SHOTS!
Music • Giveaways • Food

and Pumpkin Painting donated by DeCicco & Sons

FREE TEDDY BEARS/BIKE HELMETS TO FIRST 100 KIDS
Call 914-681-2628 for more info. Rain date Oct 2nd.

Bring the family for a fun-filled day of activities as we 

Family Fun Dayy y
Saturday, Oct 1 from 11am-2pm

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS
About 185 artists displayed works at the Armonk Outdoor 
Art Show last weekend. Right: The Alan C. Solomon Best in 
Show Award was won by clay artist Robert Hessler.
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH • 7PM 

FOOD & BEER SPECIALS
DURING THE GAME

FIRST 100 PEOPLE IN LINE WILL
GET A PICTURE WITH JOHN FRANCO

CHEER ON THE METS WITH
JOHN FRANCO
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Autumn in the garden and 
yard can be the most gratifying 
time of year. Deciduous trees 
and perennials start to yawn, 
preparing for a long winter’s 
sleep, accompanied by that 
sweet smell that comes from 
plants releasing their chemistry 
and the crisp, clean sound of 
decaying leaves falling to the 
ground.

It forecasts the fleeting 
months of shorter days, much 
like when the children are 
asleep. The only outdoor 
chore that remains is clearing 
walkways of snow and ice.

While spring is probably 
everyone’s favorite time in the garden, 
helping its rebirth after being pummeled 
by winter, the fall signifies the very 
finiteness of garden chores. When a 
weed is pulled, it stays pulled and doesn’t 
replace itself with double the aggression. 
When perennials are deadheaded, the 
gardener can take a furlough from 
assuring that they are properly fed and 
watered, but will welcome them back in 
spring after both have rested.  

The proportions of any garden change 
as the perennial and annual growth are 
whacked back, which makes the vistas 
more open from one bed to the other. 
Also, it eliminates many of the planning 

mistakes from one season to 
the next, as errant plans are 
abandoned and bulbs and 
perennial roots are moved to 
other locations. 

More creative joy comes 
from choosing which mums to 
feature as the color transitions 
from fall to winter. While you 
will see drifts of mum plants 
on some properties that have 
every color in the fall palate, 
I always liked to stick to one 
color, or at the most, two.  

For the longest display of 
mum flowers, it’s best to buy 
those where most of the plant 
is still buds. When the mums 

fade, just leave them where they are; 
they maintain a nice mound throughout 
the winter, and you can cut them back 
in early spring. If you’re lucky, they 
may return, but sometimes they don’t, 
depending on winter conditions.

My most gratifying fall job, as well 
as a good aerobic/resistance training 
exercise, has always been building up 
the mulch beds to make them look well-
tended, and to keep the perennial roots 
from heaving. I always asked my tree 
service provider to send me a truckload 
of wood chips if they are very clean (no 
leaves) and processed into smaller chips. 
Truly, it’s as good as expensive mulch. In 

fact, I like it better because it offers more 
texture and somehow looks more natural 
to me.

Here are other garden tips at this time 
of year:
• Harvest any vegetables left on plants. 

It’s important to pull out all of the 
crops because debris left over the 
winter can cause diseases to enter the 
soil and reappear the next spring.

• This is the time when you can add 
horse manure or compost to the soil, 
because that allows plenty of time for 
them to break down.

• For those who like to bring houseplants 
inside, they should all be gathered into 
a shady area for a few days to get them 
used to low light level conditions. 
Make certain that they are clean and 
free from little critters. 

• Perennials that are overcrowded or 
growing in a large ring with the center 
portion missing means that it’s time to 
subdivide. You’ll become popular with 
your neighbors if you share the excess. 
Cut back the remaining perennials to 
a height of three to six inches. 

• Prepare for brilliant displays of 
daffodils, tulips and crocus in spring 
by planting bulbs now. Do not 
plant them in tidy rows but rather 
“broadcast” them in drifts on the 
surface, and plant them where they 
land for a more natural look.

• For those who have the patience to 
endure the rigors of rose maintenance, 
it is time to prune dead branches and 
cut off old flowers. Rose bushes should 
be mounded using topsoil or mulch 
and the canes should be cut back 
to six to 12 inches. For even better 
protection, the bush can be covered 
with a bushel basket.

• This is the best time to transplant 
shrubs or young trees to new locations.

I don’t advise readers about preparing 
lawns in the fall for next spring because I 
must confess that for years I didn’t aerate 
and thatch the soil, and I didn’t fertilize. 
Because my property was first cultivated 
in the early 18th century, I felt that I got a 
free pass to a naturalized lawn accepting 
crabgrass and dandelions with grace.  

But then, I engaged a wonderful lawn 
care service that takes care of all those 
great chores that I say I was too busy to 
do. I hope that it wasn’t because I was too 
lazy.    

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Fall Chores in the Garden Can Be the Most Gratifying
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ROOFING        WINDOWS      SIDING      DOORS 

DECKS  LEADERS       SEAMLESS GUTTERS 

MIRACLES KEEP HAPPENING!
WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE WE HAVE  

EXPANDED TO ROCKLAND COUNTY
TELL YOUR FRIENDS & RELATIVES!

WC-104115H99 • PC-1817 • H-12519-07-23-00 (Rockland County)

Roofing, Siding & Window Specials!
Schedule Now Before 

The Winter Storms Arrive
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By Colette Connolly
A new integrative health practice in 

Mount Kisco and White Plains is turning 
the notion of dieting on its head, helping 
patients to safely lose weight and feel better 
without medication.   

Established by Timothy Morley, a board 
certified physician in functional, anti-aging 
and regenerative medicine, the mission of 
Tomorrow Medicine is to prevent disease 
and reverse patients’ existing medical 
problems naturally.

The practice, based on traditional 
medicine and the latest cutting-edge 
scientific research, also includes registered 
nurses Dayna Arena and Donna 
Saccomanno, both medical weight loss 
experts; Jessica Dietz, a certified medical 
assistant and office administrator; and 
Lydia Rodriguez, phlebotomist and 
nutritional IV therapy specialist.  

Tomorrow Medicine’s patients can 
expect a battery of blood tests that Morley 
said is the most extensive type of diagnostic 
testing in the tristate area. In addition to 
giving Morley and his team the tools to 
jumpstart weight loss and implement a 
strategy for disease prevention, the tests 

can reveal much more than routine blood 
work. 

Morley said the results can often 
reveal deficiencies in key minerals, 
such as iodine, which is essential to the 
production of thyroid hormones, or 
selenium, which has specific antioxidant 
properties. The tests can also detect 
hormonal imbalances, which often 
impede weight loss. 

“Hormones control everything and 
if they are not in balance, it can be 
impossible to lose weight,” Arena said.

The hormones associated with sex 
and reproduction, including estrogen, 
progesterone and testosterone, are the 
ones most familiar to patients, Morley 
said. But hundreds of other hormones 
can lead to heart disease, stroke, cancer, 
diabetes and Alzheimer’s disease, Morley 
said.

Based on the results, patients may, in 
some cases, need natural bioidentical 
hormone replacement care that Morley’s 
office provides, IV therapy treatment 
or pharmaceutical-grade supplements. 
However, the primary focus is to get 
patients to use real food, make lifestyle 

changes and, perhaps most importantly, 
educate them to set the foundation for 
their treatment.

“Healthcare in the U.S. is like this: you 
are allowed to get sick and once you get 
sick, you are treated,” said Morley, a Ohio 
University College of Medicine graduate, 
who transitioned to integrative medicine 
midway through his medical career.  

Many of today’s illnesses, including 
diabetes and heart disease, can be linked 
to poor diet and lifestyle choices, he 
noted. 

“Obesity is an epidemic in this country 
and the leading cause of many chronic 
and deadly diseases,” Morley said. “If you 
want to be healthy, you need to address 
weight.”

Under the care of Arena and 
Saccomanno, patients can receive what 
Morley calls a cutting-edge weight loss 
program. Arena said it’s more than just a 
program, but about “creating a lifestyle.”

“Most people who come to us 

feel stuck,” said Arena, who works 
with patients individually to deliver 
customized nutritional plans that reset 
the metabolism and balance hormones. 

“They were never given the correct 
information on how to lose weight 
safely and effectively,” she said, “and 
because they’re not nourishing their 
bodies adequately or simply drinking 
enough water, they don’t succeed. Food 
is medicine and once you give your body 
what it needs, the body will heal itself.” 

Tomorrow Medicine also provides 
tools for relieving stress, getting a better 
night’s sleep, positive thinking, increasing 
fluid intake, exercising more frequently, 
portion control, timing meals correctly 
and planning ahead.  

That helps to remove the barriers to 
weight loss and provide patients with 
scientifically-based habits they can adopt. 
After several weeks of counseling, patients 
walk out of the practice with newfound 
knowledge.

“They understand metabolism and 
what happens in their bodies when they 
eat the right types of food,” Arena said. 
“Knowledge is power and what makes us 
different is that we take the time to make 
sure our patients know why they are 
doing what we tell them to do.”

Tomorrow Medicine’s Mount Kisco 
office is located at 37 Moore St., Suite 
3. The White Plains office is located at 
1133 Westchester Ave. To schedule a free 
consultation, call 914-241-7030 or e-mail 
info@tomorrowmedicine.com.
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Tomorrow Medicine
Mount Kisco

Right to left, Dayna Arena, Dr. Timothy Morley 
and Donna Saccomanno of  Tomorrow Medicine in 
Mount Kisco.
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By Jerry Eimbinder
A favorite dish of Chef Constantine 

Kalandranis, founder of Mediterranean 
restaurants in Mount Kisco, Harrison and 
Nyack, is lamb chili. 

All of his restaurants offer menus that 
change daily depending on availability 
from farms, the New Fulton Fish Market 
Cooperative at Hunts Point in the Bronx 
and other local seafood sources, free-
range beef, hormone-free lamb and 
poultry and other fresh ingredients. 

The restaurants are 8 North Broadway 
in Nyack (located in a century-old 
building that was the home of LuShane’s 
for many years) and two Westchester 
restaurants that opened last year: 273 
Kitchen in Harrison (which has an open 
kitchen) and 251 Lex in Mount Kisco.

“We want patrons to feel they are 
walking into the dining room of a 
friend’s home in their neighborhood – an 
unpretentious, comfortable place to enjoy 
great wine, fresh seafood and seasonal 
preparations,” Kalandranis explained as 
to why the three restaurants are named 
for their addresses.

Here is his recipe for lamb chili to serve 
four to six people.

Ingredients
• 2 pounds each of ground lamb and pork
• 1 small onion, diced
• 1 jalapeno, minced
• 8 cloves of minced garlic
• 1 tablespoon of cumin 
• 6 tablespoons of Spanish paprika
• 1 tablespoon of turmeric
• 1 pinch of clove and nutmeg
• 1 cinnamon stick
• 1 quart of canned tomatoes (pureed or 

hand crush)
• 1 pint of beer
• 1 pint of white wine
• ½ cup of sherry vinegar
• 2 quarts of beef, duck or chicken stock
• 1 pint of cooked white beans
• 1 pint of cooked black beans (or red 

kidney or cranberry)
• 1 pint of cooked chick peas
• 1 cup each of cilantro, parsley and dill
• ¼ cup of mint 
• Scallion, yogurt, manouri (or feta) and 

poached egg garnish
 

Directions
Sear the meat in olive oil on one side for 

color in a rondeau cooking pan. Remove 
to china, cap and return the fat to the 

rondeau pan.  
If needed, add more oil, then add 

onions, garlic, jalapeno and toast. Add 
spices and cinnamon stick until toasted 
but not burnt. Deglaze and scrape the 
bottom to get bits of flavor.  

Add tomatoes and stock and bring to 
simmer. Add meat and cook to desired 
consistency (about 30 minutes). After 
becoming a liquid, beans will tighten up 
the chili (more stock can be added later). 

Add beans and adjust the seasoning, and 
more liquid if needed. Include herbs, mix 
and place in a hotel pan to cool. 

As the fat congeals at the top, remove 
and use it to start the chili on pick-up. 
Pick-up start with meat fat (a lot of flavor 
here), add chili and warm. Place shaved 
scallions, whipped yogurt (or tzatziki) 
crumbled chess, poached egg and fresh 
herbs in bowl. 

Before opening 8 North Broadway, 
his first restaurant, Kalandranis cooked 
at two Manhattan restaurants owned by 
Michael Psilakis. He was the executive 
chef and a member of the opening team 
for eXo, a Mediterranean restaurant in 
Whitestone, Queens. Kalandranis is a 
Mount Kisco resident. 

For more information, call 845-353-
1200 for 8 North Broadway in Nyack; 914-
732-3333 for 273 Kitchen in Harrison; 
and 914-218-8156 for 251 Lex in Mount 
Kisco.

Lamb Chili a Favorite Dish of Mediterranean Chef

Cooking Class, Dinner Series Begins Second Season at WCC By Jerry Eimbinder
Empire City Casino in Yonkers 

will celebrate Oktoberfest on 
Saturday, Oct. 15 with more than 
16 special brews priced from $5 to 
$7, menu items cost-ing $2 to $13 
and entertainment by the quartet 
The Polka Brothers. 

The party is scheduled from 1 
to 6 p.m. with The Polka Brothers 
performing throughout the day. In 
addition to polkas, the band plays 
pop and rock mu-sic.

The casino’s Oktoberfest menu 
will include “7X beef ” Guinness 
burgers, schnitzel hoagies, chicken 
wings, bierwurst, weiners, soft 
pretzels, French fries, bier cheese 
fries and warm German potato 
salad. 

An all-you-can-drink wristband 
will be available for $50. Beers to 
be of-fered include the traditional 
German beer, Franziskaner Hefe-
Weisse, Spat-en Oktoberfest, Goose 
Island Oktoberfest, Warsteiner 
Oktoberfest, Coney Island 
Freaktoberfest, Captain Lawrence 
Pumpkin and Two Roads’ No Limit 
Hefeweizen.  

A brand new beer, New Belgian 
Brewing’s Cranberry Pumpkin, will 
debut at the celebration.

The festivities will be held 
trackside at Empire City Casino, 
located at 810 Yonkers Ave.

Empire City 
Casino to Host 

Oktoberfest 
Polka Party

By Jerry Eimbinder
A series of live cooking demonstrations 

and three-course dinners will begin 
its second season at Westchester 
Community College in Valhalla on Oct. 
17, with Giuseppe Fanelli participating 
as guest speaker for the class and chef 
for the meal as part of a program called 
“Italiana Reimagined.”

Fanelli, the executive chef at tredici 
NORTH in Purchase, headed the 
kitchen at Baldoria, the legendary Rao’s 
sister restaurant in the Manhattan 
theater district. He was the executive 
chef at F. Illi in Tribeca and sous chef at 
Felicia, the restaurant of celebrity chef 
and television host Lidia Bastianich.

He appeared in The Travel Channel’s 
“Man Finds Food” with host Adam 
Richman and in The Food Channel’s 
“Kitchen Casino,” and was a champion 
in Food Network’s esteemed culinary 
competition “Chopped.” 

Chefs Michael Schmatzer and Stacy 
Cohen, both from Doral Arrowwood in 
Rye Brook, will follow on Oct. 24 with 
a cooking class and dinner program 
called “Local Produce, International 
Flair.” Schmatzer is the executive chef 
at the Rye Brook complex and the 
president of the American Culinary 
Federation’s Westchester/Lower 
Connecticut chapter. Cohen is the 
pastry chef at Doral Arrowwood and an 

adjunct professor at the college.
There will be two additional class 

and dinner evenings on Nov. 2 and 7. 
Tickets cost $150 for each event and 
will take place in one of the college’s 
instructional kitchens and its culinary 
dining room. All programs begin at 6 
p.m. 

The series, called Great Chefs of 
Westchester Cook for Westchester 

Community College, is a fundraising 
project conducted by the Westchester 
Community College Foundation. Since 
its inception in 1969, the foundation 
has raised more than $20 million to 
support scholarships, benefitting more 
than 16,000 students.

For more information, call 914-
606-6558 or visit www.sunywcc.edu/
Foundation. 

Chef  Constantine Kalandranis, founder of  
Mediterranean restaurants in Mount Kisco, 
Harrison and Nyack.

Chef  Michael Schmatzer will be a co-presenter for 
“Local Produce, International Flair,” the second 
in a series of  four cooking demos and dinners 
at Westchester Community College. Proceeds 
raised will benefit the evenings will benefit the 
Westchester Community College Foundation.

Chef  Giuseppe Fanelli will be the guest speaker 
and chef  for the program “Italiana Reimagined,” 
the first in a series of  four cooking demos and 
dinners at Westchester Community College. 
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Authors, Young Readers Meet at Chappaqua Children’s Book Festival 
By Andrew Vitelli

For children’s author Jennifer Lyne, 
writing is usually a solitary job. So it 
meant even more to Lyne when she had 
the chance to meet some of her young fans 
and introduce herself to new readers at the 
fourth annual Chappaqua Children’s Book 
Festival last Saturday.

“You can have such an impact talking to 
kids and showing them that they can be 
writers,” said Lyne, one of about 85 authors 
at the festival. “I just had a little boy come 
by who wasn’t my audience at all, but he 
got so excited to meet an author that he 
started to cry. It was just awesome.”

The festival, held at Robert E. Bell Middle 
School, drew about 6,000 visitors, as 
authors sold their books. Nearby, sponsors 

set up tents with children’s activities.
“These authors usually labor in 

obscurity,” said Dawn Greenberg, the 
festival’s executive director and co-
founder. “People still like books, and our 
authors are a lot of fun to meet.”

Greenberg helped launch the first 
festival three years ago after Celebrate 
Children’s Book Day, a similar event held 
in Irvington, shut down. The Chappaqua 
festival has been growing in popularity, 
with an increasing number of authors 
wanting to attend.

“Now they all want to come here 
because we’re really one of the top festivals 
around,” said Janine Marino, the festival’s 
creative director. “Every year we have some 
new authors and we bring back our old 
favorites.”

Put together with the help of about 
100 volunteers, a portion of the proceeds 
goes toward recouping costs, with the 
remaining money donated to the JCY-
Westchester Community Partners, an 
organization promoting literacy in the 
county. The organization, a division of the 
Family Service Society of Yonkers, runs a 
range of programs to provide educational 
opportunities for children in need and is 
launching a program in Ossining. 

“It’s an amazing partnership. It validates 
what we do,” JCY-Westchester Community 
Partners Director Janice Lubin Kirschner 
said of the organization’s work with festival 

organizers. “It brings in people to know 
what we do. They help us to reach many 
more children than we would otherwise.”

The festival also shares space with the 
Great Chappaqua Bake Sale, an event now 
in its seventh year that raises funds to feed 
children in need in New York through 
the organization Share Our Strength’s 
“No Kids Hungry” campaign. donated 
by more than 100 local businesses, has 
partnered with the book festival since the 
latter’s inception. The previous six bake 
sales raised over $100,000, and co-founder 
Allison Spiegel said about $24,000 was 
raised this year.

“We knew it would draw larger crowds 
[at the festival] than we would on our 
own,” said Spiegel, who co-founded the 
bake sale with fellow Chappaqua residents 
Holly Blum and Jessica Reinmann. “When 
we heard it was coming, we talked to them 
about partnering up. It just seemed like a 
natural fit.”

By noon Saturday, children had lined up 
for the chance to speak with their favorite 
authors and have their books signed. The 
experience was exciting for the children 
and the authors, many of whom return 
each year. 

“I come here because they bring an 
extraordinary number of young adults 
and middle graders here to read. It’s really 
exciting,” said young adult author Todd 
Strasser, who attended the Irvington 
festival before Chappaqua’s was launched. 
“It’s really nice to come back and see the 
same faces year after year.”
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Children lined up to meet their favorite authors 
last Saturday at the Chappaqua Children’s Book 
Festival at Rober t E. Bell Middle School.

Todd Strasser, a young adult author, has been 
coming to the festival since its inception. 

Author Jennifer Lyne said she enjoys the chance 
to meet her young readers. 
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By Martin Wilbur
The popularity of community organic 

gardening and farming continues to reach 
new heights, producing plentiful benefits 
beyond the bounty that it yields.

Now Congregation Sons of Israel in 
Briarcliff Manor has joined the growing 
list of organizations, houses of worship and 
community members that have turned to 
work the land.

On Sunday, the congregation held a 
special barbecue and kickoff to begin 
preparing the synagogue’s 1.5 acres farming 
area on one of two fields where members 
planted apple trees. That will eventually be 
followed by a variety of fruits and vegetables. 

Rabbi Steven Kane said being able to 
find ways to attract those who may not be 
interested in being active or interested in a 
congregation and hopefully draw them in.

“It’s a way to enrich a Jewish experience, 
to attract people who might not otherwise 
be connected to Judaism,” Kane said.

Some of the produce will be sold while 
the rest of it will be donated to the needy, 
he said.

Much of the impetus behind launching 
the community farm, which also includes a 
chicken coop with 10 chickens to produce 
eggs, came from congregation member 
and temple board member Fred Schulman. 
Schulman, the son of Holocaust survivors, 
recalled how when his parents arrived in the 
United States in 1949, they settled in eastern 
Connecticut and joined a community of 

farmers.
Schulman said the synagogue’s roughly 

seven-acre property was the site of a former 
farm that operated from the 1920s through 
the 1940s before going out of business. The 
synagogue bought the property in the 1950s. 
Since it had previously been a working 
farm, much of the farmland was already 
clear of trees, although a large amount of 
brush needed to be removed, he said.

Schulman mentioned that the ideals 
of Judaism is consistent with the values 
needed in farming.

“Let’s understand that Judaism is not 
only a religion and a system of our beliefs, 
but it is a way of life,” Schulman said.

Preparation of the land and the planting 
was done led by congregant Ryna Lustig, 

a landscape architect, and Michael Yoken, 
who owns a landscaping company. Lustig 
said the apple trees were planted on Sunday, 
and pear trees and blueberry bushes will 
be planted later. Vegetables such as lettuce, 
tomatoes, cucumbers, beans and potatoes 
will also be harvested, she said.

Lustig said that farming is a demanding 
practice and it should help draw synagogue 
members closer together.

“We’re hoping to tap into it because it’s 

really a community builder,” Lustig said. 
“Farming is not an easy thing.”

Members will be able to rent a bed for 
next spring. Reserving a planting bed will 
cost $180 for the season.

Along with planting, members helped 
clear a nature trail in a portion of the 
synagogue’s forested land and a gazebo was 
also erected.

Briarcliff Synagogue Joins Community Gardening, Farming Movement

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS
Congregation Sons of  Israel Cantor Jeffrey 
Shiovitz blows the shofar, a ram’s horn that is a 
symbol of  the upcoming Jewish New Year, during 
a brief  prayer at last Sunday’s kickoff  to the 
Briarcliff  Manor synagogue’s community organic 
farming initiative. Renana Shvil holds a cooking class for 

children during last Sunday’s barbecue 
and kickoff  of  Congregation Sons of  
Israel’s community organic farming effort. 
Below right: Congregants prepare the land to 
plant apple trees on part of  the synagogue’s 1.5-
acre plot that will be used for community farming
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By Martin Wilbur
When it comes to presidential politics, 

there’s one constant through the years that 
hasn’t changed much: It doesn’t matter 
who wins the election, the public typically 
is fascinated with the new president’s 
spouse.

While curiosity about who they are, 
how they may act or what issues they 
may pursue in that position remains 
high, political scientist Dr. Lauren Wright 
said her research has revealed that what 
has changed in the past 25 years is how 
campaigns and administrations have 
increasingly deployed the spouse to make 
them as advantageous as possible to the 
candidate or president.

Wright has written a new book, 
“On Behalf of the President: 
Presidential Spouses and White House 
Communications Strategy Today,” that 
looks at how the influence of social media, 
24/7 news cycles and the evolving role 
and expectations of women in American 
society has changed the role of First Lady.

“They have been employed more and 
more strategically, more often and it really 
has been because the administrations have 
really picked up on the notion that they 
are special surrogates,” Wright said. “They 
have tools in the toolkit that presidents 
don’t have, other staff members don’t have 
because they are held to a different set of 
rules and they have a lot more influence 

in their communications.”
Wright will speak at the Chappaqua 

Public Library next Tuesday, Oct. 4 at 7 
p.m. about her book and what she has 
uncovered by exploring how the past 
three administrations have used Hillary 
Clinton, Laura Bush and Michelle Obama. 
Being able to track public appearances, 
television appearances and social media 
chatter has highlighted how scientific the 
practice of sending the First Lady out to 
the public has become.

For example, after Bill Clinton’s 
administration’s attempt at health care 
reform failed, which was spearheaded 
by Hillary Clinton, her appearances 
dwindled.

As time progressed, Laura Bush had 
many more public appearances than 
Clinton, and Michelle Obama even more 
than Bush, she said.

During this summer’s political 
conventions, Wright said, Michelle 
Obama’s speech generated more tweets 
per minute (about 30,000) than any other 
speaker in either party. She outpaced 
President Obama (26,000 tweets per 
minute), followed by Clinton, Donald 
Trump and Melania Trump.

“People are still inherently interested in 
the spouse, and that’s different from other 
family members because they’re perceived 
to be the closest person,” Wright said. “I 
think it’s compounded that this person 

has the most access than anyone, more 
insight and knowledge than anyone else, 
more private influence.” 

Wright, a member of White House 
Transition Project, which provides 
materials to both major party campaigns 
to help guide the incoming presidential 

spouse, acknowledged that 2016 is a year 
like no other for the candidates. 

The same is true of the spouses. 
Obviously, Bill Clinton wouldn’t only 
be the first male presidential spouse, 
but a former president. Wright said by 
analyzing public comments from the 
campaigns it is presumed that Bill Clinton 
will be used in an area of expertise, such 
as economic matters.

What Bill Clinton would be called 
– first husband, presidential spouse or 
something else – is still unknown.

“He’s still entitled to be called President 
for the rest of his life,” Wright said.

Melania Trump would become only the 
second foreign-born First Lady, joining 
Louisa Adams, a London native, with 
that distinction, Wright said. Although 
in her public remarks Melania Trump has 
alluded to helping women and children, 
it is not yet known how that might 
materialize should Donald Trump win 
the White House. 

What is likely to continue is aligning 
the spouse’s passions and professional 
expertise in areas that is consistent with 
the goals of the president and reinforce 
the administration’s policy agenda, 
Wright said.

The Chappaqua Public Library 
is located at 195. S. Greeley Ave. in 
Chappaqua.

Evolving Role of Presidential Spouses Explored in New Book
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Political scientist Dr. Lauren Wright, author of  a 
new book on presidential spouses and how they 
are used strategically, will speak next Tuesday at 
the Chappaqua Public Library.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 092716

ADOPTION
A happily married childless couple 
would love to adopt. We will provide 
love, laughter, security &  bright future. 
Expenses paid. Kimberly & Steve. 1-888-
966-6266

AUCTIONS
Multi-Property NY & PA Land Auction 
240± Acres Timberland Minerals Sept 
30 1 PM TimberlandAuction.com 570-
835-4214 UC- Jelliff Auction Group Lic #
AY002118

Real Estate Auction: Former KeyBank 
building. 2,600 sq. ft., brick, 60 x 92 lot, 
1166 Cook Street, Dannemora, NY, across 
from Prison, $13,500 Starting bid, Details: 
RealEstateAuction.com, 844-247-7653

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FOR RENT
DOWNTOWN OSSINING PROFES-
SIONAL OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE 
#201:Front of Building, windows over-
looking Spring St. Conference Room, 
Kitchenette and 5 offices up to 3200 SF 
$18/psf  : CAN BE DIVIDED #303 is a 
3rd Fl. Large Room with Wall Creating 
a Waiting Area for your clients. $1,000/
month #110 is first floor office space, 
500SF $800 a month CALL BROKER AT 
914-980-8755

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAWN AND GARDEN
Privacy Hedges, LIMITED SUPPLY, 6ft 
Arborvitae, Fast Growing, Reg $129 Now 
$69, Beautiful, Bushy, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Other 
Trees Available! 844-592-3327, www.low-
costtreefarm.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION OF

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 1005 
LECTURES, LLC

FIRST: The name of the Limited Liability 
Company is 1005 LECTURES, LLC (here-
inafter referred to as the “Company”)
SECOND: The Articles of Organization of 
the Company were filed with the Secretary 
of State on April 18, 2016. THIRD: The 

County within the State of New York in 
which the office of the Company is locat-
ed is Westchester. FOURTH: The Secre-
tary of State has been designated as agent 
upon whom process against the Company 
may be served.  The post office address 
to which the Secretary of State shall mail 
process is 23B Washington Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York  10570. FIFTH: The 
Company is organized for all lawful pur-
poses, and to do any and all things nec-
essary, convenient, or incidental to that 
purpose. Dated:  August 26, 2016

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
KRELL GROUP LLC. Arts of Org. 
filed SSNY on 8/23/2016. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom process may 
be served and mail to 144 Stone Meadow, 
South Salem, NY 10590. Purpose – any 
lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Pink 
Pulse, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on April 11, 2016. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: Adila Francis, 1 Al-
exander St Ste 409, Yonkers NY 10701. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF RE-
VALORIZER DIVERSIFIED OPERA-
TIONS, LLC. Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 06/24/2016. Of-
fice loc: Westchester County - 119 Pond-
field Rd., Suite 924, Bronxville, NY 10708-
0924. United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail  
process to 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: Any law-
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
MEETING MOUNT PLEASANT 
CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a resolution adopted by the Board 
of Education of the Mount Pleasant Cen-
tral School District (the “District”) that a 
special meeting of the qualified voters of 
said District be and the same is hereby 
called to be held in said District in the 
Westlake High School Gymnasium, West-
lake Drive, Thornwood, New York on 
Tuesday, October 18, 2016 from 7:00 a.m. 
until 9:00 p.m. for the purpose of voting 
on the following proposition:
PROPOSITION: Shall the Board of Ed-
ucation of the Mount Pleasant Central 
School District be authorized to (1) re-
construct various District buildings and 
facilities, including infrastructure and 
site work improvements, construct and 
reconstruct athletic fields and courts, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus, at a maximum 
cost of $39,621,180, (2) expend such sum 
for such purpose, (3) levy the necessary 
tax therefore, to be levied and collected 
in annual installments in such years and 

in such amounts as may be determined 
by the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $39,621,180, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due? The vote upon such proposi-
tion shall be by machine or absentee bal-
lot.  The hours during which the polls 
shall be kept open shall be from 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. prevailing time or for as long 
thereafter as necessary to enable qualified 
voters who are in the polling place at 9:00 
p.m. to cast their ballots. Personal registra-
tion of voters is required, and no person
shall vote whose name does not appear
on the register of the District.  Any voter
who has heretofore registered pursuant to
Section 2014 of the Education Law and
has voted at an annual or special district
meeting within the last four (4) calendar
years or is registered and eligible to vote
under Article 5 of the Election Law, also is
eligible to vote at this meeting.  All other
persons who wish to vote must register.
Any person may register to vote during
regular school hours on any week day not
less than five (5) days preceding the vote
between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the
office of the District Clerk, 825 West Lake
Drive, Thornwood, New York.
The register prepared by the Board of
Registration shall be filed in the office of
the District Clerk, 825 West Lake Drive,
Thornwood, New York and will be open
for inspection immediately upon its
completion by any qualified voter of the
District from during regular school hours
on each of the five days prior to the vote,
except for Saturday, October 15, 2016 and
Sunday, October 16, 2016.
Absentee ballots may be applied for at the
office of the District Clerk.  Applications
for absentee ballots must be received by
the District Clerk at least seven days prior
to the vote if the ballot is to be mailed to
the voter, or on or prior to
October 17, 2016, if the ballot is to be de-
livered personally to the voter.  Absentee
ballots must be received by the District
Clerk not later than 5:00 p.m. on October
18, 2016.  A list of all persons to whom ab-
sentee ballots shall have been issued will
be available in the office of the District
Clerk on each business day during school
hours until the date of the vote.  Any qual-
ified voter may challenge the acceptance
of the ballot of any person on such list, by
making his challenge and reasons therefor 
known to the Inspector of Election before
the close of the polls. Dated:  August 31,
2016, Mary Beth Mancuso, District Clerk

NOTICE OF FORMATION of WAD-
SWORTH GLOBAL LLC.  Art. of Org. 
filed with  the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on January 24, 2016. Off. Loc.:134 Alta Av-
enue, Yonkers, NY, Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The address to which the SSNY shall mail 
a copy to is: WADSWORTH GLOBAL 
LLC, 134 ALTA AVENUE, YONKERS, 

NY 10701.  Purpose: Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: TECH-
FINANCE VENTURES LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with NYS Dept. of State 
on 08/03/2016. Office location: West-
chester County. Secretary of State desig-
nated as agent upon whom process may 
be served and shall mail process to the 
principal business address: 14 Harwood 
Ct, Suite 220, Scarsdale, NY 10583. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GHOST 
PAPER GOODS, LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/25/2016. Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process 
to the principal business address: 209 
RIVERDALE AVE 2ND FLOOR, YON-
KERS, NY 10705. Purpose: any lawful 
acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WALK-
SPAN, LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/13/2016. Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 221 
Hunter Ave., Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEARL 
OF ANTILLES, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 08/25/2016. Office in Westchester 
County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 630 East Lincoln Ave., Apt. 
2H, Mount Vernon, NY, 10552. Purpose: 
Any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CRAFT 
HOSPITALITY GROUP, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 08/30/2016. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 630 East Lincoln 
Ave., Apt. 2H, Mount Vernon, NY, 
10552. Purpose: Any lawful act or activ-
ity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Ben 
Gelinas Design, LLC Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 9/01/2016.  Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The Post Of-
fice address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the 
LLC served upon him/her is: 18 Orchard 
Street, Pleasantville, NY 10570.  Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF OLI 
PLUS LLC, Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 

continued on next page
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By Jerry Eimbinder
The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze will be 

bigger and better than ever when it re-turns 
for its 12th year to historic Van Cortlandt 
Manor in Croton-on-Hudson starting this 
Friday.

New attractions include Main Street at 
the Pumpkin Promenade and an 80-foot-
long Pumpkin Zee Bridge.

Blaze favorites that are back include a 
color-changing star show at the Pump-kin 
Planetarium, which made its debut last 
year but has been doubled in size for 2016; 
Undersea Aquarium; an eight-foot-tall 
working jack-o’lanterns-in-the-box; life-
sized dinosaurs; and a sea serpent out for an 

evening swim.
More than 7,000 jack o’lanterns are 

hand scooped by more than 1,000 volun-
teers Creative Director Michael Natiello 
heads the team that creates and carves the 
illuminated pumpkins and displays them in 
a multitude of Halloween-inspired scenes 
and spooky settings. (The amount carved 
for this year’s Blaze is up from 4,000 used a 
few years ago.) 

Blaze opens this Friday, Sept. 30 and 
continues Thursday to Sunday through 
Oct. 16 and daily from Oct. 19-31, before 
resuming the Thursday through Sunday 
schedule during the first two weekends in 
November. It is also open on Columbus 

Day, Oct. 10. Blaze is conducted in the 
evenings only, with first en-try at 7 p.m. It 
remains open in the rain.

Although scary at times, this largely 
strolling event is recommended for chil-
dren of all ages. Hand holding is suggested 
for small children as traversing the grounds 
often requires walking among large crowds 
through wooded paths and dark areas.

Adding to the fun are eerie music and 
sounds. Professional musician and radio 
personality Richard Christy created the 
soundtracks, which are available as digital 
downloads and streams from iTunes, 
Amazon and Google Play.

Admission on all dates is by advance 
purchase of tickets for specific times. At-
tendees should take waiting time into 
consideration for parking their cars.

A souvenir shop will sell Blaze 
merchandise, including hats, notepads, 
games, t-shirts, magnets, caps, mugs and 
jewelry. New this year will be the Baby 
BLAZE clothing line for young children 
and the BLAZE Pets line of fun items for 
dogs and cats.

Café Blazé, operated by Geordane’s of 
Irvington, will offer snacks, including soup, 
veggie chili, muffins, pumpkin cookies and 
cider.

The sponsoring organizations are Entergy 
(a founding sponsor), Westchester Medical 
Center and Green Mountain Energy. The 
media sponsors are 100.7 WHUD/The Peak 

107.1 and The Journal News Media Group.
The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze is 

conducted by Historic Hudson Valley, a 
Tarrytown-based, nonprofit organization 
formed to preserve the history, cul-ture, 
character and traditions of the Hudson 
Valley region. Proceeds help sup-port the 
historic sites, which are operated by Historic 
Hudson Valley.

Tickets can be purchased online at www.
hudsonvalley.org or by calling 914-366-
6900. (There is a $2 per ticket surcharge 
for phone orders and for tickets purchased 
onsite, if available.) Online tickets costs are 
$20 for adults ($25 on Saturdays), $16 for 
children 3-17 ($20 on Saturdays) and free 
for children un-der 3 and Historic Hudson 
Valley members.

Van Cortlandt Manor is located at 525 S. 
Riverside Ave. (off Route 9) in Croton-on-
Hudson.

Popular Blaze Returns for 12th Year at Van Cortlandt Manor 

Last Wednesday, a Pickleball clinic and 
demonstration was held under the 
lights at Bedford Hills Memorial Park. A 
crowd of  35 residents was introduced 
to the fastest growing sport in America. 
Hosted by the Saw Mill Club, the Town of  
Bedford and USA Pickleball Association 
Ambassador Julie Vesei, players were 
able to try their skills after the Saw Mill 
staff  of  Kevin Kane, a national pickleball 
champion, Bob Bull and Charles Lacy-Thompson kicked off  the evening with an exhibition match. 
Starting this Thursday, open play nights and clinics will be held at Bedford Hills Memorial Park. For 
more information, visit the Town of  Bedford recreation office at 425 Cherry St. in Bedford Hills or 
visit www.bedfordny.gov.  

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 092716
continued from previous page
(SSNY) on 06/10/2016.  Office in West-
chester County SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to Beverly Walker, 16 N Broadway 3f 
White Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ROAD 
G CONSULTING, LLC. Articles  of Or-
ganization filed with NY Secy of State 
(SSNY) on 08/01/2016. Office location: 
Westchester County.  SSNY is designat-
ed as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 8 Park Hill Lane, Larchmont, 
NY 10538. Purpose: any lawful activity.

LOTS & ACREAGE
ABANDONED FARM LAND SALE! 16 
acres - $29,900 Gorgeous upstate NY set-
ting! Woods, meadows, nice views, apple 
trees, country road frontage just west of-
Cooperstown Lakes! Terms avail! Call 
888-701-7509 or NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
CATSKILL MOUNTAIN LAKE LOT 14 
acres WAS $79,900, NOW $69,900! Beau-
tiful lake, 2 hrs NY City! Private gated 
community! Terms avail! Call 888-905-
8847

Land Bargains SCHOHARIE CO., 95.7 
acres, fields/woods $129,000. OTSEGO 
CO., 30.7 acres, views $85,000. RENSSE-
LAER  CO., RT. 7; 27.6 acres fields/woods 
$75,000. Owner Financing www.helder-
bergrealty.com (518) 861-6541

CATSKILL MOUNTAIN LAKE LOT! 2 
HOURS NY CITY! 14 acres -$79,900 ex-
clusive access to beautiful mountain lake, 
wooded privacy, priced WAY BELOW 
MARKET! Terms avail! 888-479-3394

LENDER ORDERED FARM SALE! 
39 acres WAS $119,999, NOW $89,900! 
Catskill Mtnís, stunning hilltop setting 
less than 3 hrs NY City! Woods,awesome 
views, great deer hunting! EZ financing. 
888-479-3394

ABANDONED FARM LAND SALE! 
16 acres- $29,900 Gorgeous upstate NY 
setting! Woods, meadows, nice views, 
apple trees, country road frontage just 
west of Cooperstown Lakes! Terms avail! 
Call 888-701- 7509 or NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
AUCTION REAL PROPERTY TAX 
FORECLOSURES DUTCHESS COUN-
TY. Selling properties October 12 @ 
11AM. The Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel, 
Poughkeepsie. 800-243-0061 AAR, Inc. & 
HAR, Inc. Free brochure: www.NYSAUC-
TIONS.com

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
STUDIO FOR RENT in Jefferson valley, 
no pets and no smoke. (914) 804 4496

TUTORING
WHY HIRE TWO TUTORS? Algebra, 
Chem., Bio, Earth Science. 15 years 
of experience in multi schools req. 
Westchester Community College Senior 
Tutor. Your home or mine (914) 525-
8966.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure.  
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services. 
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jew-
elry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  

sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON 
AT 914-654-1683

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS Up 
to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Payment 
Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices Paid!! 
Call JENNI Today! 800-413-3479 www.
CashForYourTestStrips.com

WANTED
$WANTED$ CASH PAID for Pre-1980 
COMIC BOOKS & Star Wars Action Fig-
ures. Original Comic Art- Sports Cards 
& Autographed Memorabilia- 1990’s 
MagictheGathering Call WILL:†800-242-
6130 buying@getcashforcomics.com\

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

JENNIFER MITCHELL PHOTO
The Pumpkin Planetarium at The Great Jack 
O’Lantern Blaze.

Pickleball Comes to Town
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Tuesday, Sept. 27
Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 

with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

Controlling the Pain of Arthritic Knees 
Without Surgery. Orthopedic surgeon J. 
Robert Seebacher, medical director of the 
Phelps Joint Replacement Service, will 
discuss a nonsurgical therapy that often 
helps people maintain active lifestyles 
while postponing – or eliminating – the 
need for surgery. Learn how injections 
and exercise can enable reconditioning 
and reduce inflammation and pain. Phelps 
Hospital auditorium, 701 N. Broadway, 
Sleepy Hollow. Light refreshments at 6 p.m. 
Program at 6:30 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-366-
3100.

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887

Wednesday, Sept. 28
Spirituality Workshop. Rev. Dr. Carole 

Johannsen, coordinator of pastoral 
care at Phelps Hospital, presents “Scary 
Scripture: De-coding Revelations and 
Other Doomsday Passages in the Bible.” 
Phelps Hospital auditorium, 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: Contact Ellen Woods at 914-
366-3937 or ewoods@pmhc.us.

Master Networker Meeting. Join this 
high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 

available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

Adult Coloring Club. A relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can offer a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring 
also provides a creative outlet to people 
who may not be trained artists. Colored 
pencils and intricate mandala patterns 
provided, just bring your creativity. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Also 
Sept. 28. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.

org.
Storytime. For children 18 months 

to five years old. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11:15 to 11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday 
and Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide a 
place for caregivers to discuss their feelings, 
share their experiences and support one 
another. A specialist from the Alzheimer’s 
Association will lead the group and provide 
educational materials and information. All 
welcome. Temple Shaaray Tefila’s Youth 
Lounge, 89 Baldwin Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Free. Meets the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month (except 
Oct. 12). Registration required. Info and 
registration: Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 800-272-3900 or visit www.
alz.org/hudsonvalley. 

“Megunica.” Join award-winning Italian 
filmmaker Lorenzo Fonda for a special 
screening and conversation of this film, 
which follows the muralist and animator 
BLU through Mexico, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Argentina. 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
$10. Purchase College students, staff, and 
faculty and museum Art Circle members: 
Free. Info: 914-251-6100 or visit www.
neuberger.org.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

The Explorers Club. A new literacy/
activity program this fall. Join Miss Debbie 
to explore a new theme each week (science, 
art and more) through literacy and hands-
on activities. Come read, discover and 
create. For children five to seven years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:15 
p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Zumba Toning With Amy. Sculpt and 
tone muscle groups while dancing and 
shaking toning sticks to the sassy sizzling 
rhythms of the Zumba. Toning sticks 
provided. PFX Fitness, 10 Castleton Rd., 

Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Drop-in fee: 
$12. Every Wednesday Info: E-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Art Series: Alexej Georgewitsch von 
Jawlensky. His exploration of color and 
shape in association with the human 
form continues to make him an extremely 
collectible artist, with his work going at 
auction for millions of dollars. Discussion 
led by Professor Valerie Franco. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887. 

Thursday, Sept. 29
Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Bridge for Beginners With Joel 
Goren. Classes for beginners who want 
to learn the basics of bridge. The lessons 
are designed for players with little or no 
previous knowledge of bridge. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:15 a.m. Free. Info: 
914-273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.
org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Demystifying Medicare and 
Healthcare Coverage for Seniors. This 
engaging, interactive program is for anyone 
trying to navigate their way through the 
complicated healthcare system for older 
adults. It will help those who already have 

continued on next page
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Medicare, as well as people soon to be 65 
years old, planning their retirement or 
assisting relatives and friends with their 
medical decisions. The workshop outlines 
the various parts of Medicare and lays out 
the costs associated with health insurance 
provided by the government and private 
companies. Mount Pleasant Community 
Center, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 1 to 
4 p.m. Free. Walk-ins welcome. Pre-
registration requested. Info and pre-
registration: 914-231-3236.

Bridge for the Advanced Beginner/
Intermediate Player. With Joel 
Goren. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 2 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 

Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Bedford Hills Farmers Market. Come 
down and stock up for the weekend. Fresh 
picked produce and flowers, handmade 
soap, bread, cheese, lobster rolls, stunning 
bracelets and live music. Bedford Hills 
train station, 46 Depot Plaza, Bedford 
Hills. 4 to 7:30 p.m. Every Thursday. Info: 
Visit the Bedford Hills Live Facebook page.

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

“The Eagle Huntress.” Aisholpan is a 
13-year-old striving to overcome 2,000 
years of history to become the first-ever 
female eagle hunter in northwestern 
Mongolia. In this remote part of the least 
populated country on earth, eagle hunters 
are living examples of an exquisitely 
preserved tradition steeped in a deep 
respect for nature, forming deep, lasting 
bonds with the giant birds. With the 
support of her father and grandfather 
– and more than her fair share of steely 
determination –Aisholpan captures and 
tames her own eaglet and trains for the 
annual Golden Eagle Festival. Followed 
by a Q&A with filmmaker Otto Bell and 
Teatown EagleFest co-founder Charlie 

Roberto. Part of the Focus on Nature Series. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Members: $10. 
Non-members: $15. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Blues Legend Buddy Guy in Concert. 
This Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee 
and seven-time Grammy Award winner 
was a major influence on rock titans such 
as Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton and Stevie 
Ray Vaughan, a pioneer of Chicago’s fabled 
West Side sound and a living link to the city’s 
halcyon days of electric blues. Tarrytown 
Music Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. 
$68, $78, $88 and $108. Info and tickets: 
Visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday, Sept. 30
Demystifying Medicare and 

Healthcare Coverage for Seniors. This 
engaging, interactive program is for anyone 
trying to navigate their way through the 
complicated healthcare system for older 
adults. It will help those who already have 
Medicare, as well as people soon to be 65 
years old, planning their retirement or 
assisting relatives and friends with their 
medical decisions. The workshop outlines 
the various parts of Medicare and lays out 
the costs associated with health insurance 
provided by the government and private 
companies. Phelps Hospital auditorium, 
701 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Free. Walk-ins welcome. 

Pre-registration requested. Info and pre-
registration: 914-231-3236.

Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 
for the older active adult or beginner. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. Info: 914-643-6162 or 
e-mail olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Friday Night Cinema: “Walk on 
Water.” This Israeli romantic thriller 
spans continents and climates as it follows 
one of the Mossad’s most devoted and 
talented agents as he must make a choice 
to complete a decades old mission for 
his beloved boss. In Hebrew, German 
Palestinian and some English, with English 
subtitles. Post-screening discussion led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze. See 
more than 7,000 individually hand-carved, 
illuminated jack o’ lanterns in this elaborate 
walk-through experience. Meander 
through an historic 18th-century riverside 
landscape and discover a breathtaking 
display. Van Cortlandt Manor, 525 S. 
Riverside Ave., Croton-on-Hudson. First 
entry at 7 p.m. Adults (Saturdays): $25: 
Adults (all other days): $20. Children (3-
17): $16. Children (under 3) and Historic 
Hudson Valley members: Free. Continues 
Thursday through Sunday until Oct. 16 

By Neal Rentz
The beauty, power and mystery of 

nature will be explored during the next 
month at the Jacob Burns Film Center.

The fifth annual Focus on Nature series 
will feature six documentaries starting 
this Thursday, Sept. 29 and running 
through Oct. 27.

Film programmer Karen Sloe 
Goodman said this year’s series includes 
a cross-section of original films, opening 
with “The Eagle Hunter,” a documentary 
about Aisholpan, a 13-year-old girl who 
is attempting to become the first female 
eagle hunter in northwestern Mongolia. 
The film’s director, Otto Bell, and Teatown 
EagleFest co-founder Charlie Roberto 
will take part in a question-and-answer 
session following the screening with Jacob 
Burns Executive Director Edie Demas. 

On Oct. 6, “Taiga,” directed by Hamid 
Sarda, explores Mongolian sheep herders, 
a film Goodman called “breathtaking.” 
Sarda will participate in a question-and-
answer session via Skype.  

Two documentaries about bugs and 
insects will also be presented. “Learning to 
See: The World of Insects,” directed by Jake 
Oelman, is scheduled for Oct. 1. The film 
looks at the hidden world of Amazonian 
insects by nature photographer Robert 

Oelman, who spent 20 years documenting 
his journeys through the rain forests. The 
screening will be followed by a hands-on 
nature-based workshop for families at 
the Burns’ Media Arts Lab as part of First 
Saturdays @ the Lab.  

On Oct. 27, a sneak preview of “Bugs,” 
directed by Andreas Johnsen, will be 
shown. The film shows how bugs are 
sought to be used for food. Goodman will 
conduct a Q&A with Mario Hernandez, 
the chef and partner at several New York 
City restaurants, including The Black Ant 
and Ofrenda Cocina Mexicana, where he 
uses bugs in some of his dishes. 

Goodman said the film was her favorite 
of those presented at this year’s Tribeca 
Film Festival. 

Environmental activism will be 
explored when “Saving Jamaica Bay,” 
directed by David Sigal and Dan 
Hendrick on Oct. 20. It depicts efforts 
to preserve Jamaica Bay, the largest open 
space in New York City, a critical area for 
migratory birds.

A post-screening Q&A will feature 
Hendricks, Nava Tabak, a conservation 
scientist with Scenic Hudson where 
she works to protect and promote the 
resilience of the Hudson River’s tidal 
wetland systems, and Roger Osorio, 

Groundwork Hudson Valley’s youth 
program assistant. 

In conjunction with the series, the 
photography exhibit Dark Heavens: 
Hamid Sardar’s Mongolia, can be 
viewed in the theater’s Jane Peck Gallery 
throughout October.

The series is presented in partnership 

with Scenic Hudson and Groundwork 
Hudson Valley.

The Jacob Burns Film Center 
is located at 364 Manville Rd. in 
Pleasantville. Call 914-747-5555 or 
visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org for more 
information, including ticket prices and 
the full schedule.

Focus is on Nature at Upcoming Burns Film Center Series

continued from previous page

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTO
“The Eagle Hunter,” a documentary about 13-year-old Aisholpan who is attempting to become the first 
female eagle hunter in northwestern Mongolia, is the  opening night film in the fifth annual Focus on 
Nature series at the Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville.

continued on page 26
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and in November through Nov. 13. Daily 
Oct. 19-31. Info and tickets: 914-366-6900 
or visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

“The Starfish Throwers.” The 
Irvington Farmers Market and the All 
Shorts Irvington Film Festival team up 
to present this documentary, the story of 
a five-star chef, a 12-year-old girl and a 
retired schoolteacher living worlds apart 
yet they discover how their individual 
efforts to feed the poor ignite a movement 
in the fight against hunger. Irvington 
Town Hall Theater, 85 Main St., Irvington. 
7:30 p.m. $10. Info and tickets: Visit www.
irvingtontheater.com.

Peter Yarrow and Noel Paul Stookey of 
Peter, Paul and Mary. Celebrate 50 years 
with Peter and Paul live in concert, as 
they celebrate the catalogue of America’s 
favorite folk group. No American folk 
group lasted longer or amassed a more 
loyal following than Peter, Paul and 
Mary. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St., 
Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $48 to $88. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.tarrytownmusichall.
org.

“The Apple and Other Slip-ups.” Arc 
Stages opens the second season of its 
professional company with the premiere 
of this production which depicts 10 
important women in history – real and 
imaginary – beginning with the mother of 
all slip-ups: Eve and her forbidden fruit. 
The musical travels forward through time, 
showing key moments from the lives of 
women such as Joan of Arc, Pandora, the 
Virgin Mary, Rapunzel and Lassie. Arc 
Stages, 141 Wheeler Ave., Pleasantville. 
8 p.m. Adults: $36. Seniors and students: 
$28. Also Oct. 1, 7 and 8 at 8 p.m. and 
Oct. 2 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: 914-747-
6206 or visit www.arcstages.org.

Saturday, Oct. 1
Pleasantville Farmers Market. 

Experience the largest, year-round 
farmers market in Westchester, and 
the one voted “Best of Westchester” in 
2014, 2015 and 2016 by the readers of 
Westchester Magazine. With 56 vendors 
and seven nearby parking lots, the market 
is a delicious good time. Rain or shine. 
The market is a dog-free environment. 
Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

CarFit Event for Older Drivers. 
An interactive and educational session 
designed to help improve the “fit” of a 
car for safety and comfort so a senior 
may continue to drive for as long as 
safely possible. Members of Phelps’ 
Occupational Therapy Department will 
ensure drivers have a clear line of sight 
over your steering wheel and the mirrors 
are properly positioned to minimize blind 
spots. Rain or shine. Phelps Hospital 
garage, 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 
9 a.m. to noon. Free. Appointments 

required. Appointments and info: 914-
366-3705.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Bringing 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating 
a connection between shoppers and 
small-scale food producers in the region. 
Chappaqua train station. Chappaqua. 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit 
www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Fall Bird Seed Sale. New Castle Town 
Hall, 200 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Info: 914-666-6503 or visit 
www.sawmillaudubon.org.

A Matter of Balance. An eight-week 
evidenced-based fall prevention program 
that emphasizes practical strategies to 
manage and prevent falls. Appropriate 
for anyone concerned about falls, has 
had a fall or who restricts activities 
due to fear of falling. Phelps Hospital’s 
Walkway Conference Room, 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Creative Coloring for Adults. If you’re 
an adult looking for a relaxing, fresh and 
new activity that will help bring stress 
relief to your busy life, try this new 
coloring class. Drop in anytime. Materials 
provided. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Free. Every Saturday. Info: 
914-666-8041 or www.mountkiscolibrary.
org.

Pack Chat for Kids. Children will 
learn about the mythology surrounding 
wolves and the important role of wolves 
in the natural world. Guests will visit 
ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai 
and Zephyr and the center’s critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $14. Children 
(under 12): $11. Also Oct. 2 and 22 
at 11 a.m. and Oct. 23 and 29 at 2 p.m. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Family Fun Day. White Plains 
Hospital celebrates the first anniversary 
of its Armonk urgent care, imaging and 
medical center with fun and healthy 
activities, including a Ted E. Bear 
Clinic (free teddy bears to the first 100 
children), pumpkin painting, an obstacle 
course, outdoor Equinox classes, raffles, 
music, child seat safety inspections and 
food trucks. On-site flu shots available. 
Meet our doctors, tour the facility and 
receive a free gift if you schedule your 
mammogram. With Equinox and Burke 
Rehabilitation Hospital. All ages. White 
Plains Hospital Medical & Wellness, 99 

Business Park Drive, Armonk. 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Free. Rain date: Oct. 2. Info: 914-
849-7900 or visit www.wphospital.org/
about-us/wph-to-armonk.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday and Sunday (except Oct. 8 and 
9). Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Valhalla Special Education PTA Fall 
Festival. Come and join the fun for 
this seventh annual festival. Includes 
an inflatable obstacle course, craft 
tables, games, bake sale, face painting, 
Sparkle Tattoos, decorate a pumpkin 
and a balloon artist. Kensico School, 
320 Columbus Ave., Valhalla. 12 to 4 
p.m. $10 per child. Adults: Free. In case 
of rain, the event will be held at the 
Valhalla Middle School gymnasium, 300 
Columbus Ave., Valhalla. Info: E-mail 
Leconley2@gmail.com.  

Family Saturdays @ the Lab. Learn 
about green screening, explore an 
augmented reality sandbox and make 
your own claymation stop-motion film! 
Jacob Burns Film Center educators will 
be on hand to guide visitors through an 
experience like no other. Jacob Burns 
Film Center’s Media Arts Lab, 405 
Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. 
Free. Meets the first Saturday of each 
month. Info: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org. 

Millwood Fire Company #1/
Millwood Fire Department Open 
House. Community members are invited 
for refreshments, fire truck rides, bouncy 
castle and kids’ activities and safety 
demonstrations. Millwood Station 1 
firehouse, 100 Millwood Rd., Millwood. 
1 to 4 p.m. Free. 

Fall Family Festival. Paint murals with 
artists from El Taller Latino Americano 
and experiment with animation inspired 
by the work of Robin Rhode. Explore 
the latest exhibitions on family friendly 
tours and enjoy refreshments. Neuberger 
Museum of Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 1 to 4 p.m. $10 per child (18 and 
under) Adults and family circle members: 
Free. Info: 914-251-6100 or visit www.
neuberger.org.

Ukulele Workshop. Ukuleles are fun 
and easy to play. Bring your ukulele and 
get ready to learn to play. Mike Risko 
Music School, 144 Croton Ave., Ossining. 
2 to 3 p.m. Free. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-762-8757.

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 

Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. 
Free. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
emanuelelc.org.

The Music of Linda Ronstadt: A 
Benefit for Parkinson’s Research. 
Featuring Vance Gilbert, Abbie Gardner, 
Spuyten Duyvil, Ana Egge, Matt Nakoa, 
Bobtown, Sara Milonovich and more 
performing the music of the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame inductee and winner 
of 11 Grammy Awards in a rolling review 
format. Proceeds to benefit The Michael J. 
Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research. 
Irvington Town Hall Theater, 85 Main St., 
Irvington. 8 p.m. $25, $30 and $50. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.irvingtontheater.
com.

NS Danza: ConTrastes. More than 
traditional dance, colorful traditions and 
regional costumes, this performance 
speaks of Spain, celebrating the country’s 
traditions, customs and instincts 
through the symbolic elements of folk 
dance and live music but through a 
contemporary prism. Take a historical 
and cultural journey through the islands, 
mountains and beautiful beaches of 
the Mediterranean with live music, 
astounding choreography and soulful 
singing. Westchester Community 
College’s Academic Arts Theatre, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8 p.m. $24. 
Seniors and students: $22. Children 
(under 13): $18. Info and tickets: 914-
606-6262 or visit www.sunywcc.edu/
smartarts.

Sunday, Oct. 2
Yoga for Beginners. A perfect way 

to refresh your body and mind. Move, 
stretch, breathe and renew. All bodies 
and minds are welcome in this class. 
Expect Natural, 774 Bedford Rd., Bedford 
Hills. 8:30 to 10 a.m. $15 per class. Every 
Sunday. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Contact Marta at 
914-242-4685.

Wolf Tales: Mythology of a Predator. 
A program that discusses the relationship 
between the wolves and humans of 
the past. Guests will be introduced to 
various wolf mythologies and history, 
then, guests visit ambassador wolves 
Atka, Alawa, Zephyr and Nikai and the 
center’s critically endangered red wolves 
and Mexican gray wolves too. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem 2 p.m. 
Adults: $14. Children (under 12): $11. 
Pre-registration is required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot 
dance floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with 
friends. Refreshments served. Broadway 
26 Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 3 
to 6 p.m. $12. Also the third Saturday of 
each month from 8 p.m. to midnight. $16. 
Info: 914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or 
e-mail sampelayo@optonline.net. 

continued from page 24
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This week marks 
the beginning of my 
10th year penning 
this wine column 
for The Examiner. 
In the 468 columns 
published, I’ve 
touched on many 
wine-related topics. 

From issue 
number one in 

September 2007, this column and The 
Examiner have grown from one edition 
with a circulation of 2,000, to four editions 
in central and northern Westchester and 
Putnam counties with a circulation of 
25,000. Readership has reached 60,000 
each week.

To mark this milestone for me, I 
thought I would present a (very) short 
retrospective of my body of work to date. 
Thanks to reader support, I have been 
inspired to write columns on numerous 
topics that I hope have provided a 
modicum of insight into the world of 
wine, as you walk with me through the 
virtual vineyard trails across the world. 

Oftentimes educational (wine regions, 
grape varietals), on other occasions self-
exploring (pairing wine with music, 
linking my enjoyment of wines to life 
events) and in other instances entertaining 
(tracking news events unfolding in the 
world of wine), I’ve enjoyed the research 

and reporting each week.
Do you remember the following range 

of topics? Do you have your own favorite 
I’ve overlooked? I look forward to your 
e-mails.

1. From Basic Wine 101 to Ph.D.-
Dissertation-Defense-Type Reporting. 
In addition to the science 
of winemaking – terroir, 
biodynamics, wine 
glass size and shape and 
the health benefits of 
polyphenols -- I have 
also spent a considerable 
effort on the “art of wine” 
(coincidentally the name 
of the local wine shop 
I’ve featured many times). From lessons 
on food and wine pairings, to the proper 
way to smell and taste wines, to nuanced 
guidance on honing one’s appreciation of 
the nectar of the gods, I hope you have 
gained a more sophisticated palate. 

2. Virtual Tours. Oh, the places we’ve 
been! From our own backyard in the 
Hudson Valley and Long Island to 
an exhaustive 13-part series in Spain, 
with side trips to Italy, France, South 
Africa, Chile, California, Oregon and 
Washington. Each trip was presented as a 
travelogue, tooling around the California 
countryside in a supercharged Ford 

Mustang or wearing out shoe leather 
along Tuscan vineyard trails – always 
with the intent of capturing the essence of 
a region, winery or local culture.        

3. The Provocative and the Scandalous. 
The French provided vast amounts of 
fodder for the darker side of wine. Do 

you remember Gallo’s 
“unwitting” purchase 
of French Merlot that 
was Pinot Noir? Or 
American billionaire Bill 
Koch being duped into 
spending millions on 
counterfeit French wines 
from prestigious auction 
houses? Or the report that 

the French are drinking less wine and 
eating more McDonalds? Sacre Bleu! Or 
winemakers in the southwestern region 
commandeering tankers transporting 
bulk wine from Spain, then spilling tens 
of thousands of red wine onto the streets, 
all in protest over price protection?

4. A Wine for Every Occasion. Wine 
is an essential element to enjoying food 
and I’ve offered numerous guidelines in 
selecting appropriate pairings. But I’ve 
also enjoyed the whimsy of offering wines 
to pair with atypical subjects, including 
Oscar nominated Best Pictures, Super 
Bowl teams and their representative cities, 

a Tour de France race – and major music 
genres. (An acerbic, assertive red blend 
while listening to David Bowie?)

5. Emerging Trends. From the global 
to the hyperlocal, each trend was 
accompanied by wine recommendations 
from the many wine purveyors to whom I 
am eternally indebted for matching bottles 
to concepts. Beginning with the resurgence 
of home winemaking (including me and 
my Uncle Charlie), I expanded my scope 
to the impact of the Great Recession – 
higher quality wines at lower prices. Next, 
I came full circle, focusing frequently on 
the wines produced by the new generation 
of young, highly educated winemakers. 
They have combined the latest technology, 
science and marketing trends to elevate 
dramatically the quality of wines across 
the globe. 

I look forward to enlightening and 
entertaining readers in my travels on the 
road, responding to the greeting “Aren’t 
you the Wine Guy?”, as I happily pen 
future columns.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 20 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

On the Occasion of Celebrating Nine Years of ‘The Wine Guy’s’ Column
‘a retrospective of my body of work’
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• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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The third annual Wildcat Spirit Day at Westlake High School on Sunday raised 
awareness for childhood cancer research and money for the Ty Louis Campbell 
Foundation. Nine teams played in games throughout the day as the players wore 
gold socks and cheerleaders gold ribbons.

Wildcats Spir it 
Fundraising Day
September 25th


