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Second-Half Surprise

Rob DiNota and the Wildcats
Overcome a 17-Point Deficit
to Defeat Visiting Valhalla
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By Andy Jacobs
The Putnam Valley football team arrived 

at Parkway Field for Friday evening’s 
game against Pleasantville still searching 
for its first win of the 2016 season. Despite 
their two lopsided losses to start the year, 
Panthers head coach Tony Becerra was 
not about to underestimate the Tigers.

“An O-2 team is a desperate team,” 
he said. “And desperate teams can be 
dangerous.”

As it turned out, though, Pleasantville 
had no trouble taming the Tigers. Ian 
Esliker ran three yards for a touchdown to 
conclude a four-play, 51-yard drive on the 
Panthers’ first possession of the night and 
they never looked back, cruising to a 29-6 
victory. Quarterback Jack Howe threw for 
126 yards and two touchdowns and ran 
for another as the Panthers improved to 
3-0 with their convincing win.

“I like that we started fast again,” 
said Becerra, whose pregame concerns 
probably disappeared about the same 
time the stunning Harvest Moon began 
to rise above the trees across the field. 
“What I don’t like is that we missed 
opportunities. I thought there were more 
points out there for us to put up there that 
we didn’t. As usual, very happy with the 
defense and special teams, keeping them 

at bay.” 
The missed opportunities left the 

Panthers with just a 7-0 edge midway 
through the second quarter. But a 27-yard 
field goal by Howe with 5:20 left in the 
half, set up by Ryan Drillock’s long punt 
return, and then an improbable fourth-
and-goal 25-yard touchdown pass to 
Declan McDermott nearly four minutes 
later gave Pleasantville a 16-0 cushion at 
intermission. 

“It wasn’t a play we practice,” said 
Becerra of the Howe-to-McDermott TD 
pass over the middle with 1:42 remaining 
in the first half that helped seal the Tigers’ 
fate. “It was more of a draw-it-up-in-the-
backyard. I’ll give credit for that one to 
coach (George) LaMar. He came up with 
the pattern sequence for that play and it 
hit. Yeah, it was a great boost. We needed 
that. We didn’t want to go yet again into 
halftime with marginal points.”

Pleasantville had assumed command 
shortly after forcing the Tigers into a 
three-and-out on the game’s opening 
possession. A 30-yard pass play from 
Howe, who finished the night with eight 
completions, to Charlie McPhee moved 
the football to the Putnam Valley 3-yard 
line. One play later, Esliker scampered 
into the end zone to put the Panthers on 
the scoreboard exactly four minutes in.

But the Panthers came up empty on 
their next two possessions. Esliker darted 
his way 25 yards for a touchdown early 
in the second quarter that was nullified 
by a holding penalty. The drive ended 
fruitless following three straight pass 
incompletions. Midway through the 
second quarter, Drillock helped energize 
the packed Panther student section by 
returning a Put Valley punt more than 50 
yards down to the 10-yard line. 

Howe soon followed with his 27-yard 
field goal that increased the Pleasantville 
lead to 10-0. After a Nick Salzarulo sack 
of Tiger quarterback Travis Anderson 
on third and six, a poor punt went out of 
bounds at the Putnam Valley 45-yard line 
with just over three minutes left in the 
half. On first down, Howe connected with 
a wide open Jack Minerva down the left 
sideline for 35 yards. 

But a pair of penalties then had 
Pleasantville facing a desperation fourth-
down play at the 25-yard line. The 
Panthers needed to reach the goal line 
or else Put Valley would take possession. 
Howe, who had just barely overthrown 
Minerva on a long pass on third down, this 
time connected as McDermott grabbed 
his toss over the middle at the dark north 
end of the field for a touchdown. Though 
the point-after misfired, P’ville’s lead had 
stretched to 16 points.

The Panthers’ lead grew even larger less 
than two minutes into the third quarter 
when Howe ran with the football, getting 
to the left sideline and outracing the Tiger 
defense 60 yards for another touchdown. 
His PAT gave Pleasantville a 23-0 

advantage. The final Panther touchdown 
came at the end of a nearly five-minute 
drive late in the third quarter highlighted 
by a 24-yard McPhee run as Howe threw 
to Brian Reda on a third-and-15 play for a 
20-yard touchdown.

Brian Halloran intercepted a Putnam 
Valley pass on the first play of the fourth 
quarter, but the Tigers, 
taking advantage of a 
deflected Panther punt, 
finally got on the board 
with 2:10 remaining 
in the contest. Angelo 
Milano’s short lob pass 
to the right side of the 
end zone was grabbed 
by Rudy Gonzalez, 
ending the Panthers’ 
bid for a second straight 
shutout. 

Now the task gets 
much tougher for the 
Panthers, who travel 
to unbeaten Nanuet 
this Saturday for a 1:30 
showdown against the 
perennial contender 
Golden Knights. 

“We’re a work in 

progress and we should be a work in 
progress,” said Becerra. “The kids have 
done everything we’ve asked of them up 
to this point. They know they have to 
continue. They can’t take a step back. It’s 
got to be continue taking steps forward, 
improving. Each practice, each week. So 
they know there’s work to be done.”

Panthers Defeat Putnam Valley to Remain Unbeaten

pleasantville junior charlie Mcphee picks up big 
yardage in the 29-6 win on Friday.

panther running back Ian Esliker leaves a trail of  destruction as he 
carries the football at parkway Field.

sophomore quarterback Jack howe throws a long 
pass in pleasantville’s win over putnam Valley.

pleasantville’s Ryan drillock finds plenty of  
running room in the panthers’ win over visiting 
putnam Valley.

declan Mcdermott sets his sights on the end zone 
as he runs with the ball during Friday evening’s 
panther win over putnam Valley.

the stingy pleasantville defense makes a tackle in Friday night’s 29-6 victory against putnam Valley.
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By Andy Jacobs
In romping to a pair of one-sided 

wins to start the new football season, 
the Westlake Wildcats had erupted for 
a staggering 87 points. But on Saturday 
afternoon, facing next-door rival Valhalla, 
they walked off the field at halftime still 
scoreless, their heads bowed and facing a 
17-point deficit.  

“That might’ve been the worst first half 
I’ve seen us play here at Westlake and in 
a long time in all the years I’ve coached,” 
Wildcats coach John Castellano would 
say later. “We just didn’t come out and 
play. I don’t know if we were tight. I don’t 
know what it was.”

Unfortunately for the visiting Vikings, 
by the time the game’s last moments were 
ticking off the clock they were the ones 
trying to play catch up. Westlake scored 
two touchdowns in 23 seconds during the 
third quarter, then Andrew DeBiase ran 
11 yards for the go-ahead score early in 
the fourth and Valhalla never recovered. 
The Wildcats emerged with a stunning 
21-17 comeback victory that left the 
Vikings in disbelief.

“Tough,” said Valhalla coach Stephen 
Boyer after his previously unbeaten 
team’s last-minute bid to regain the lead 
was thwarted by the Wildcats. “Football is 
more than one half. We played very well 
in the first half. We had a few little, minor 
things happen against us in the second 
half. But you’ve got to give them credit. 
They stepped up their game, and that’s a 
credit to the Westlake coaching staff.”

Facing Westlake for the first time since 
the teams split a pair of games back in 
2006, the Vikings dominated the first 24 
minutes and seemed well on their way 
to a third straight win this season. They 
recovered a fumbled snap on the game’s 
opening possession and took over at the 
Wildcats’ 27-yard line. Six plays later, 
on third and eight, quarterback Ralph 
Gonzalez threw over the middle for a 
13-yard touchdown to Kevin Williams. 
The extra point gave Valhalla an early 7-0 
advantage.

The Vikings added to their lead in 
the second quarter, going 39 yards in 
six plays, including a 26-yard scamper 
by Mike Ferrara, and scoring on a one-

yard, off-tackle keeper by Gonzalez. The 
PAT by Anthony Dimicelli increased the 
Vahalla lead to 14-0. 

A 23-yard field goal by Dimicelli with 
37 seconds remaining in the half left 
the defending Section One champion 
Wildcats trailing by 17 points. Until then, 
Westlake had only collected one first 
down. But the Wildcats picked up two 
more in the final 30 seconds, providing an 
opportunity for Kyle Donnery to try a 43-
yard field goal. His kick with six seconds 
to go landed well short, a fitting end to a 
half controlled by the visitors. 

“Valhalla’s a very good football team, 
with some very good, skilled kids,” said 
Castellano. “It just took us a little while 
to get untracked. We talked about it at 
halftime, and they came out and played 
just a super second half. I just think we 
needed to wake up.”

On its first possession of the second 
half, Westlake kept the ball for over five 
minutes and went 45 yards in 13 plays to 
finally get on the board. A dire fourth-
and-19 play from the Valhalla 27 in 
which quarterback Rob DiNota rolled to 
his right before passing to Haseeb Azhar 
down to the 1-yard line set up DiNota’s 
keeper up the middle for the touchdown.

“We needed to get a play,” said 
Castellano about the DiNota-to-Azhar 
pass. “And that was it. That play turned us 
around. And then I saw us running to the 
ball, wrapping up a tackle, doing all the 
things I knew we could do.”

The Vikings then started from their 
own 28-yard line, but disaster awaited 
them. On their first play, Gonzalez 
completed a pass to Joseph Pecora, close 
to a first down. But the ball came loose 
and Joseph Ferri scooped it up and 
raced along the right sideline for another 
Westlake touchdown. The Wildcats’ 
excessive celebration afterwards added 10 
yards to Donnery’s extra-point try, but he 
still made it, slicing the Valhalla lead to 
17-14 with 4:46 left in the third quarter. 

Westlake used a 10-play, 84-yard drive 
that bridged the third and fourth quarters 
to finally grab the lead. A 40-yard gain by 
Ferri on the next-to-last 
play of the third period 
set the stage for DeBiase’s 
touchdown burst up the 
middle from the 11-yard 
line with 9:44 left on the 
clock. 

“High school football’s 
a game of momentum” 
said the Vikings’ Boyer. 
“We had the momentum 
in the first half, and 
in the second half the 
momentum was all on 
Westlake’s sideline.”

Valhalla had one last 
chance to regain the lead 
after stopping Ferri a yard 
short on a fourth-and-
seven play at the Viking 

20-yard line with 4:42 to go. A third-
and-12 pass to Williams picked up a first 
down at the Vikings’ 31. Gonzalez soon 
completed passes to Ferrara, Luke Ursillo 
and Williams to advance the ball to the 
Westlake 35 with 2:22 remaining.

Gonzalez then ran for eight yards, but 
two consecutive plays went nowhere, 
leaving the Vikings with  fourth and two 
from the 27 and under a minute to go. 
Gonzalez looked to his right and threw 
to Ferrara near the line of scrimmage. 
But he was immediately met by DiNota 
and, soon after, by Ferri, and stopped for 
a three-yard loss. The Wildcats took over 
with 39 seconds left and two kneel-downs 
later the game was over. 

“We knew with the last play that’s 
where it was going,” said Castellano. “So 
we tightened up our coverage a little bit. 
We put our best cover on him, Rob. He 
did a great job.”

Mercifully, for the Vikings, after 
enduring the second-half Westlake 
comeback, the ride home on the bus was 
not going to be very long. 

“It’s a quick bus ride,” said Boyer. “But 
the kids’ heads are up. It was a great 
game. I’m just proud of our team, and we 
showed we can play with the better teams 

in Section One in Class B.”
“I keep telling people we’re young,” 

said Castellano. “I graduated 17 seniors. 
And everybody put us on this pedestal 
because we won our first two games. 
WE’RE YOUNG! And our youth showed 
in the first half. But we matured in the 
second half. We matured.”

Wildcats’ Second-Half Comeback Stuns Valhalla

Westlake junior quarterback Rob dinota scrambles away 
from the rush of  Valhalla’s chazz canas in saturday’s game, 
won by the Wildcats with a second-half  comeback.

Kevin Williams of  Valhalla tries to run past Andrew debiase of  
Westlake during the opening half  of  the first meeting between 
the two teams in a decade.

Valhalla’s Michael Ferrara considers his options 
as he runs with the ball during saturday’s game 
at Westlake high school.

Valhalla wide receiver Luke Ursillo runs with the 
ball after shedding a tackle in saturday’s game 
at Westlake.

Westlake running back Joseph Ferri carries the football in the second half  of  saturday afternoon’s game 
against visiting Valhalla.
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pleasantville’s Erin Egan scores on a second-half  
penalty kick in saturday’s game vs. hastings.

bianca balducci of  pleasantville takes the ball up the field in the panthers’ home win 
over the yellow Jackets on saturday morning.

byram hills’ Jason Roden pursues the ball near midfield in last 
Wednesday’s home game vs. Lakeland.

Jack beer of  byram hills gets a step on a pair of  Lakeland players along the left sideline in last week’s 
1-0 overtime victory by the bobcats.

pleasantville’s catherine Kauber heads the ball early in the second half  of  
the panthers’ victory over visiting hastings.

Ryan noel of  byram hills and Arben hoxhaj of  Lakeland set their sights on the 
ball during last week’s game, won in overtime by the host bobcats.

Max hammond of  byram hills chases the ball in 
last Wednesday’s 1-0 bobcat win over Lakeland.

Rachel Vansise of  pleasantville moves the ball forward 
in pleasantville’s win over hastings on saturday 
morning.

byram hills goalkeeper Matt Groll keeps his eyes 
on the ball to the side of  the net in the bobcats’ 
win over Lakeland.

SPORTS SCENE
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Fox Lane first-singles player taylor cutroneo gets set to hit a 
forehand in her easy win on Friday vs. Mahopac.

Fox Lane’s Victoria surace gets a step on the clarkstown north defense in last Wednesday evening’s 
game, won by the visiting Rams.

Fox Lane players, left to right, Eric discua, Kyle Rowley, Miles Levy and 
tshedup Lama form a defensive wall in Friday’s game vs. Mahopac.

Miles Levy of  Fox Lane controls the ball near 
midfield in Friday afternoon’s home game vs. 
Mahopac. he scored the Foxes’ goal in the 1-1 tie.

A Fox Lane wall, consisting of, left to right, nicole haindl, Alexandra 
stickler, Emilie delannes-Molka and tess Krensky, wait for the ball to be 
kicked in last Wednesday evening’s home game.

Fox Lane’s tshedup Lama is surrounded by Mahopac players as he dribbles the ball during Friday’s 
game at Memorial stadium.

byram hills first-singles player Andie shapiro follows through on 
a forehand in last week’s home match vs. new Rochelle.

Elena bruck of  Fox Lane barely keeps her toes on the court as she prepares to 
unleash a forehand return during her match at second singles on Friday afternoon.
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SPORTS 
SCENE

briarcliff’s Maria capasso bumps the ball in the 
bears’ home volleyball match vs. blind brook last 
tuesday.

Fox Lane’s Michael Maza moves the ball toward the Mahopac goal in the 
second half  of  Friday’s game vs. the visiting Indians.

nicole haindl of  Fox Lane dribbles the ball up the field in the Foxes’ loss to 
clarkstown north last week.

Mia persico rises in the air to hit a serve in 
briarcliff’s home match last tuesday evening.

Kate stargiotti of  pleasantville controls the 
ball along the left sideline in saturday’s game.

devon Wolfe of  byram hills hits a backhand 
return during her match at third singles last 
tuesday afternoon.

Ellie Margolin of  byram hills concentrates on a forehand during her 
match at second singles vs. new Rochelle last tuesday.

briarcliff’s Grace Aldrich sends the ball over the net during last week’s match that was won by visiting 
blind brook 3-2.
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Pace Field Hockey Falls to No. 8 
St. Anselm in Overtime Battle

The Pace University field hockey 
team competed until the end, but 
could not pull out the upset victory 
over nationally-ranked No. 8 Saint 
Anselm College in Northeast-10 
Conference play on Saturday 
afternoon at Peter X. Finnerty Field, 
falling in overtime by a score of 3-2.
HOW IT HAPPENED

- Sophomore Jenna Sanossian 
(Miller Place, NY/Rocky Point) put 
Pace in the lead in the 34th minute with her first goal of the season.

- St. Anselm’s Allia Connolly scored right away in the second half to tie the game. 
This was followed 10 minutes later by Rose Mooney’s first of the year, giving the Hawks 
a 2-1 advantage.

- Sophomore Halley Rose (Dauphin, PA/Central Dauphin) tied the game off a 
rebound in the 51st minute, which eventually forced the game into overtime.

- Connolly scored again for the Hawks, providing the overtime winner in the 73rd 
minute.

- St. Anselm outshot the Setters, 14-7, and were rewarded eight penalty corners in 
the game to Pace’s three.

- After competitive play in regulation, both teams were tied 2-2 heading into 
overtime. St. Anselm scored a goal 2:37 into the extra frame after battling with the 
Setters for the 3-2 win.
PACE LEADERS

- Sophomores Jenna Sanossian (Miller Place, NY/Rocky Point) and Halley Rose 
(Dauphin, PA/Central Dauphin) each scored a goal for the Setters.

- Sophomore Samantha Gray (Greenlawn, NY/Harborfields) finished with an assist.
- Junior goalkeeper Lesly Sanchez Alvarez (Stamford, CT/Stamford) finished with 

three saves.

Pace Football Falls in Defensive 
Showdown at AIC

A pair of dominant defensive performances on Saturday resulted in a 3-0 defeat for 
the Pace University football team in its Northeast-10 Conference matchup at American 
International College (AIC).

 
HOW IT HAPPENED

- AIC place kicker Christopher Boteler succeeded on a 21-yard field goal attempt to 
cap off the Yellow Jackets’ first drive, giving the home team at 3-0 lead with 9:23 left to 
play in the first quarter.

- At the end of an eight-play, 60-yard drive late in the fourth for the Setters, freshman 
Nick DiCairano (Trumbull, CT/St. Joseph)’s 37-yard field goal attempt was blocked.

 
PACE STATISTICS

- Myles Martin (Neptune, NJ/Neptune/Wagner College ), Olatayo Ishola (Irvington, 
NJ/Sayreville/Lackawanna College), David Grant (West Orange, NJ/West Orange) and 
Matthew Corrie (South Setauket, NY/Ward Melville) all registered a team-high eight 
tackles.

- The Setters recorded six total sacks, including two by Ishola. Matthew Ferrara 
(Cresskill, NJ/Cresskill), Marc Arboleda (Levittown, NY/MacArthur) and Corrie each 
tallied one, while Kadeem Langhorne (Baldwin, NY/Baldwin) and Brandon Harrison 
(Somerset, NJ/Franklin) combined for a sack.

- Ishola also added three tackles for loss, totaling 14 yards.
- Chukwuemka Njoku-Obi picked up his first interception of the season, returning 

it for 26 yards.
- Michael Scotman (White Plains, NY/White Plains) led Pace on the ground with 75 

yards rushing.

Pace Athletics Setters Sports Wrap

Like
our 

SportS 
photoS? 

to purchase a digital file, email us at 
photos@theexaminernews.com. 

Just include the name of the student athlete  
featured in the picture or pictures you’re  

interested in buying, the tuesday publication 
date in which the image or images appeared 

and the page number or numbers.  
photos are $25 each.
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Quarterback
Keeper

Jack Howe Leads Pleasantville
to a 29-6 Win at Parkway Field
Over the Putnam Valley Tigers


