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Henry Davis Runs the Bases
in Fox Lane’s Win Over Carmel
on Friday at Dutchess Stadium
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By Andy Jacobs
For six innings last Thursday evening, 

running the bases seemed to be quite an 
adventure for the Ossining baseball team.

In the seventh, the Briarcliff Bears 
demonstrated the right way to do it. 

A delayed double steal brought home 
the go-ahead run and lifted the Bears 
to a 4-3 victory over the Pride in a 
game played under the lights at Pace 
University’s Finnerty Field. Jonmichael 
Dolgetta provided a two-run single in 
the third inning and starting pitcher 
Quinten Cooleen yielded just four hits in 
six innings as Briarcliff improved to 13-6 
this season.

“I think this is like our 11th one-
run game out of 19 games so far,” said 
Bears coach John Schrader shortly 
after shortstop Jake Brown had made a 
backhanded catch to end the contest with 
the tying run in scoring position. “So, 
yeah, we’re definitely battle-tested going 
into the playoffs.”

The Bears, who closed their regular 
season with a lopsided win over visiting 
Scarsdale on Saturday afternoon, found 
themselves facing an early 2-0 deficit 
against the Pride. After Briarcliff was 
retired in order in the top of the first 
inning, Cooleen, a sophomore right-
hander, took the mound and immediately 
ran into trouble.

He walked leadoff hitter Luis DeJesus, 
who then stole second base. One out later, 
Paul Cozzolino reached on a fielder’s 
choice and Ossining had runners on the 
corners. Cleanup hitter Christian Naccari 
then blasted a two-run double to the 
gap in left-center field. But Naccari was 
tagged out in a rundown between second 
and third base, the first of several base-
running misadventures for the Pride. 

Cooleen struck out Manny Sanchez 
to retire the side and managed to keep 
Ossining off the scoreboard again until 
the fourth inning. By then, the Bears had 
answered with a run in the second and 
two more in the third to grab the lead.

“He did an excellent job,” said Schrader 
about Cooleen. “He did give up those 

two runs in the beginning, but he was 
resilient, came back, really battled back 
nice. And then, of course, we brought in 
Jack Ryan to close it out for us and he did 
an excellent job.”

Briarcliff scored its first run as 
designated hitter Luca Lombardi led off 
the second with a walk and, two outs 
later, Noah Campo ripped a single to left, 
putting runners on the corners and setting 
the stage for a balk from Pride starter 
Keenan Grimley that cut Ossining’s 2-0 
lead in half. In the bottom of the inning, 
the Pride’s Bobby DePillo drew a one-out 
walk, but was soon cut down by Dolgetta 
trying to steal second base. 

The third inning began with the Bears’ 
Brown, first-pitch swinging, lining a 
single to right. Jake Hertz faked a bunt, 
then slapped the ball past short for 
another single. A sacrifice bunt by Miles 
Henshaw advanced the runners and 
Dolgetta brought them both in when he 
swung at the first pitch and singled to 
center field. 

In the bottom of the fourth, Ossining, 
with the middle of its lineup coming 
up, managed to tie the game. Cooleen 

walked Naccari, the leadoff 
batter, and a wild pitch set 
up DiPillo’s two-out infield 
single up the middle that 
brought in the third run for 
the Pride. An inning later, 
the Pride threatened again, 
but a pair of blunders on 
the base paths that turned 
into a rundown double play 
enabled Cooleen to escape 
unscathed.

The Bears returned the 
favor in the top of the sixth 
inning as Henshaw led off 
with a single to center field, 
then was doubled off first 
base when Dolgetta lined 
out to right field.

“I’ve been involved in 

a lot of baseball games,” said Schrader. 
“There were a lot of mishaps on the bases 
today, yes.”

Cozzolino reached on an error for 
Ossining to open the bottom of the sixth, 
but Cooleen retired Naccari on a long 
fly to center, struck out Sanchez and got 
out of the inning when a sinking liner to 
center by Luke DeAngelis was caught by a 
sliding Hertz. 

In the seventh inning, the Bears’ Ryan 
smacked a one-out double down the line 
in left. After Campo lined out to center 
field, a wild pitch with John Gross pinch-
hitting moved Ryan to third base. Gross 
wound up with a base on balls, and with 
runners on the corners and two outs 
Schrader figured the time was right to test 
the Ossining infield.

“I kind of felt that we needed to do 
something to mix it up and kind of 
produce a run, which the kids did an 
excellent job with,” he said. “We got the 
go-ahead run.”

The delayed double steal began with 
Gross diverting the attention of the pitcher 
between first and second base, allowing 
Ryan to suddenly dash down the third-
base line. The throw home went through 
the legs of DiPillo, the catcher, allowing 
Ryan to score what proved to be the 
game’s winning 
run. 

Ryan took over 
on the mound 
for Cooleen in 
the bottom of the 
inning, but gave 
up back-to-back 
one-out walks. 

“I was a little 
nervous, I’m not 
gonna lie to you,” 
said Schrader 
about watching 
Ryan struggle 
with his control. 
“But I knew he 
had it. I knew he 
had it.”

Fortunately for the Bears, Ossining 
made one more base-running blunder 
as the lead runner, straying off second 
base too far, was picked off by Ryan. A 
stolen base by Tyler Hernandez put the 
tying run in scoring position again, but 
the game ended when the sinking liner 
by DeJesus toward short was grabbed by 
Brown. 

“Overall, it was a big team effort,” said 
Schrader. “I think the vibe of the team is 
great. We’re on a roll. We’re peaking at the 
right time, and I think there’s a lot of good 
things looking forward for the Bears.” 

briarcliff  second baseman Miles henshaw tries turn a double play in 
the bears’ 4-3 victory vs. ossining.

briarcliff  centerfielder Jake hertz makes a sliding 
catch in the bears’ 4-3 win over the ossining 
pride last thursday evening.

bears shortstop Jake brown throws the ball to third baseman Jack Ryan on a 
fielder’s choice in the first inning at pace University’s Finnerty Field.

the bears’ Quinten cooleen throws a pitch in 
thursday’s win over ossining. John Gross gets in a seventh-inning rundown that 

enables briarcliff  to score the winning run in last 
thursday night’s game.

briarcliff’s Jack Ryan swings the bat in the fourth 
inning of  thursday’s game at pace University.

Bears Steal a Run in the Seventh Inning to Beat Ossining
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By Andy Jacobs
When the Fox Lane baseball team 

arrived at a soggy, and soon-to-be 
foggy, Dutchess Stadium late Friday 
afternoon, head coach Matt Hillis had 
the expectation most of his pitching staff 
would get an opportunity to face at least a 
few Carmel batters.

Then Alex Olsen changed his coach’s 
mind. 

The Foxes’ senior right-hander took 
over the pitching chores in the bottom of 
the second inning and never relinquished 
them, limiting the host Rams to just four 
hits over the game’s final six innings. 
Fox Lane, which had lost games on 
Wednesday and Thursday, emerged with a 
much-needed 6-2 victory under the lights 
with the sectional playoffs just around the 
corner. 

“The plan was to throw five different 
guys an inning to two innings each,” said 
Hillis. “Once we saw the stuff Alex had 
tonight, and the command he had, we were 
just gonna go with him. He was awesome. 
I mean, I might even be understating it. 
His split-finger was on, his fastball was 
great. It was the best location he’s had all 
year. He was great.”

By the time Olsen walked out to the 
mound in relief of starter Ian Corry, who 
pitched the first inning and stranded a 
runner at third base, the Foxes had already 
grabbed a 3-0 lead. Julian Francisco led 
off the game with a long fly out to right 
field that would’ve easily been a home 
run at Fox Lane. But Sean Fopeano drew 
a base on balls and Chris Stern followed 
with a single up the middle. 

Sophomore catcher Henry Davis, 
batting cleanup, then put the Foxes in 
front as he belted a two-run double. One 
out later, Robert Lichtenberger delivered 
a run-scoring single to center field that 
plated Davis and stretched Fox Lane’s 

early lead to three runs.
The Foxes finished the evening 

with 11 hits, getting two apiece from 
Lichtenberger, Davis and Sam Byrns, in 
an offensive display that’s been a bit too 
rare this season.

“That’s been our problem so far this 
year,” said Hillis, whose team was just 
10-7 before beating the Rams. “We’re 
struggling to maintain a consistent 
approach. We’ve been struggling with 
runners in scoring position.”

With Olsen dominating on the hill, at 
one point retiring 11 consecutive Carmel 
batters, the three first-inning runs proved 
to be all the Foxes would need. But they 
did waste three hits in the top of the 
second inning as Byrns was immediately 
picked off first base after a leadoff single 
and, with two outs, Stern was retired on a 
comebacker that stranded Francisco and 
Fopeano, who had both lined singles to 
center field.

Olsen retired Carmel in order in the 
third, fourth and fifth innings, only 
allowing one ball, a fly to left by Kyle 
Schilling, to leave the infield. But in the 
bottom of the sixth, shortly after the Foxes 
had stranded a pair of runners in scoring 

position in the top of 
the inning, the Rams 
finally managed to 
score a couple of 
unearned runs. 

With one out, 
Ryan Train hit a 
slow bouncer toward 
third and wound up 
at second base when 
the throw across the 
infield sailed over the 
head of Lichtenberger. 
Chris Epp then 
reached on an infield 
hit, putting runners 
on the corners. 
Another slow 
grounder, this time 
to Lichtenberger near 
first base, brought in 
the Rams’ first run.  
They added another 
when Chris Palmiero 
followed with a single 
to center that scored 
Epp. But Olsen got out 
of trouble, stranding 
two runners, when he 
retired AJ Gonzalez 
on a chopper to 
shortstop Stern that enabled Fox Lane to 
maintain its one-run lead. 

“There was nothing hit exceptionally 
hard,” said Hillis about the Rams’ only 
productive inning of the night. “The ball 
up the middle, the single up the middle, 
was hit pretty well. But that was about it.”  

In the top of the seventh, the Foxes 
provided Olsen with plenty of insurance, 
adding three more runs with the help of 
some wildness by the Rams’ Anthony 
Melchione, who had come in to relieve 
the starter, Schilling, an inning earlier. 
Melchione began the inning by walking 
Fopeano, then soon plunked both Davis 
and Kharkin with pitches to load the 
bases.

When the count went to 2-1 on 
Lichtenberger, Rams coach Ryan Dall 
summoned Matt Vitro, who threw one 
strike before surrendering a two-run 
double to the right-center field gap. After 
Lichtenberger’s second big hit of the 
evening, Will Cohen followed by lining 
an RBI single to left. 

Key hits such as the ones produced by 
Lichtenberger and Cohen in the seventh 
inning have been few and far between for 
the 2016 Foxes, and Hillis has seen too 
many of his players stranded on the base 
paths as his team has struggled to put 
runs on the board. 

“So it was really nice to see Robert 
Lichtenberger come through in the last 
inning like that,” he said. “Overall, it 
seems like it’s starting to click right now, 
some of the stuff that we’re working on. 
I obviously have no problem with it 
clicking late in the season because, as we 
all know, we’re gonna be hopefully geared 
up for a nice run in the sectionals.”

Olsen, protecting a four-run lead in the 
bottom of the seventh, yielded a long two-
out double to Vitro, but then retired Train 
on a fly ball to right field to end the game.

“We desperately needed this win,” said 
Hillis, whose team ended a busy week 
by defeating Yorktown 2-1 Saturday on 
Senior Day behind the four-hit pitching 
of Aaron Winkler and a game-deciding 
RBI single by Davis in the sixth. “We’ve 
been in a struggle, losing three out of our 
last five, which put us in a big hole as far as 
the seeding is concerned with section. So 
we have been in a funk and we definitely 
needed this win.”

Foxes Defeat Carmel Under the Lights at Dutchess Stadium

the Foxes’ Gleb Kharkin steals second base in the third inning as carmel’s 
chris palmiero tries to make a late tag.

Fox Lane first baseman Robert Lichtenberger tries to win a race to the bag 
with carmel’s steve Messerschmit in Friday’s game at dutchess stadium.

Robert Lichtenberger shouts toward the Fox 
Lane dugout after belting a two-run double in the 
seventh inning vs. carmel.

sean Fopeano of  Fox Lane lines a single to 
centerfield in the second inning of  the Foxes’ 6-2 
victory over carmel.

christopher stern heads for third base during Fox 
Lane’s game vs. carmel on Friday evening.

Fox Lane’s Alex olsen pitches in the fog during 
Friday’s 6-2 win over carmel at dutchess stadium.
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pleasantville freshman brendan o’neil throws a 
pitch in relief  in last week’s home loss to Valhalla.

pleasantville shortstop Jon carlo Angiolillo makes 
a tag at second base in last Wednesday’s game 
vs. Valhalla at parkway Field.

Ryan drillock of  pleasantville gets set to send a 
shot on goal in the panther victory vs. byram hills.

byram hills’ Jaime cantu tries to run past 
pleasantville’s Jack drillock in last thursday’s 
game, won by the panthers.

noah spiegal of  byram hills puts on the brakes 
during the first half  of  thursday’s home game vs. 
pleasantville.

Fox Lane’s caitlin Miles fouls a pitch in last 
tuesday’s home game vs. Ketcham.

bella danisi of  Fox Lane bats during the Foxes’ 
4-2 loss to visiting RcK last week.

briarcliff’s Aleena hussain lines up a putt during 
last Wednesday’s match at Anglebrook Golf  club.

Fox Lane’s Jay Milch drives the ball last tuesday at 
the bedford Golf  and tennis club.

Valhalla’s Justin Renauto throws to first base trying for a double play as pleasantville’s chris satriale 
slides into the bag during last Wednesday’s game at parkway Field.

Ryan Arkinson of  Fox Lane watches his drive on 
the par-3 fifth hole in last tuesday’s match vs. 
yorktown.

Emma Wickey hits an approach shot on the second 
hole during last week’s match at Anglebrook Golf  
club.
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Valhalla infielder Gavin Astrella tries to complete 
a seventh-inning double play after forcing 
pleasantville’s Javaun smith at second base.

Valhalla’s steven Franzese pitches the Vikings 
to a road win over pleasantville last Wednesday 
afternoon.

Mike hammond of  pleasantville tries to get to 
the cage in the first half  vs. host byram hills last 
tuesday.

Greg driscoll moves the ball up the field in 
pleasantville’s road win last tuesday afternoon.

Fox Lane’s Katie Alexander rounds third base 
during last tuesday’s home game.

pleasantville’s brian Reda gets set to pass the ball 
in last week’s win at byram hills.

nick Villis of  byram hills gets ready to pass the 
ball up the field in the bobcats’ home game vs. 
pleasantville.

pleasantville’s chris satriale delivers a sidearm 
pitch during the panthers’ game at parkway Field 
last Wednesday.

Fox Lane’s Matt Magnan (left) and Matt harrison 
celebrate a goal in the lopsided win over the 
visiting Wappingers Warriors. Fox Lane’s cullen Morgan heads for the cage in the Foxes’ home game vs. Wappingers last week.

Alexis bazos of  Fox Lane fires a pitch to the plate 
vs. visiting Roy c. Ketcham.

Ryder beitzel of  Fox Lane controls the ball behind the cage in last 
tuesday’s victory over Wappingers.Fox Lane middie hunter White carries the ball up the field in the win over 

Wappingers last tuesday afternoon.
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By Andrew Vitelli
Runs figured to be in short supply last 

Thursday afternoon when the Byram Hills 
baseball team hosted the Rye Garnets 
with a league title up for grabs. 

So, not surprisingly, the game was still 
scoreless in the fourth inning when the 
Bobcats tried to run their way into the 
lead. 

With Bobcats on first and third and 
two outs, Rye seemingly had Byram Hills 
catcher Kevin Wietsma picked off first. 
Wietsma had taken off for second base 
as Rye pitcher George Kirby went to 
first, trapping the Byram baserunner in 
a rundown. The Bobcats’ John Spadafino, 
standing on third, bluffed towards home, 
threatening to score the game’s first run as 
the Garnets tried to stop Wietsma from 
advancing. 

“Let him go!” Kirby yelled to his first 
baseman, motioning towards Wietsma 
as the catcher took second uncontested. 
If the Bobcats were going to get on the 
board, Kirby was going to make them 
earn it at the plate.

Kirby drew a ground ball to short from 
John DiMarco, ending the inning. The 
Garnets managed two runs in top of the 
fifth off the Bobcats’ Anthony Russo, and 
it was all they’d need to squeak out a 2-0 
victory and claim the league title over the 
defending Class A state champions. 

“He’s one of the best around,” Byram 
Hills coach Scott Saunders said of Kirby. 
“You have to try to make the most of your 
opportunities, and credit to him for the 
job he did. We had him on the ropes a few 
times and he buckled down and he won 
the battle today.”

Kirby, who has verbally committed to 
play at Elon University next year but has 
drawn interest from Major League scouts, 
is indeed one of the best around. But 
Russo matched him nearly pitch for pitch 
for most of the game Thursday. In the 
first four innings, Russo held the Garnets 
hitless, with six strikeouts and the only 
baserunner reaching on an error. He went 

the distance, allowing just two runs on 
seven hits in the loss.

“I felt good today. I had a lot of pitches 
working for me. They’re a tough team, 
and I tried my best out there,” Russo said. 
“As a pitcher out there, you’ve got to kind 
of be perfect, almost. You know it’s going 
to be a low-scoring game, especially with 
him [Kirby] on the other side. He’s a great 
pitcher.”

Kirby was just a bit better, striking out 
10 Bobcats in the complete-game shutout 
with the league’s championship on the 
line. 

“It feels great to win the league against 
our rival, Byram,” Kirby said afterwards. 
“It was a good confidence-booster for us.”

On Tuesday, Byram ace Frankie 
Vesuvio shut out the Garnets in a 4-0 
Bobcats win. Vesuvio, who will play for 
West Virginia University next year, said 
he had hoped to face Kirby head-to-head. 
Vesuvio, who had a rare 0-for-3 game at 
the plate Thursday, said he enjoyed facing 
the Rye ace.

“It’s always great, especially at this 
level,” Vesuvio said. “You don’t really see 
that too often. And it’s fun; I like facing 
guys that are better than anybody else.” 
Referring to Kirby, he added, “He was just 
better than us today. We’re playing good 
baseball.”

The game was briefly delayed before 
the top of the seventh, as the sprinklers 
in right field suddenly went off as Russo 
was wrapping up his warm-up tosses. 
Right fielder Matt Milone managed to 
stay dry, and after a couple of minutes the 
sprinklers were back off. 

Though Byram dropped to 11-7 with 
the loss and missed out on the league title, 
Saunders and his players noted that they 
had lost the league last season, but still 
went on to win the state championship. 

“When it counts, in the playoffs, we 
want to win,” Russo said. “A league 
championship is great, but a section title 
is what we live for. And especially a state 
title.”

the bobcats’ Frankie Vesuvio takes a mighty 
swing during thursday’s showdown with visiting 
Rye.

Matt Milone of  byram hills races toward second 
base trying for a steal in last week’s home game 
vs. Rye.

Kevin Wietsma of  byram hills awaits a pitch as he 
bats in the fifth inning against the Rye Garnets.

Anthony Russo of  byram hills fires a pitch to the 
plate in last thursday’s home game against Rye.

byram hills first baseman John diMarco follows 
the flight of  his foul ball down the left-field line.

third baseman John spadafino charges in 
anticipating a bunt in byram hills’ home game last 
thursday afternoon.

the bobcats’ Matt Milone is out at second base attempting to steal in the 2-0 loss to visiting Rye.

Rye Beats the Bobcats to Capture the League Title
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Eleven student-athletes at Briarcliff High School were recognized by administrators, 
coaches and parents during the school’s sixth annual NCAA Press Conference for 
having committed to play sports at colleges across the country.

High school guidance counselor Dr. Nathan Heltzel and Athletic Director Chris 
Drosopoulos introduced each National Collegiate Athletic Association-bound athlete 
and described their athletic awards and achievements in swimming, soccer, basketball, 
lacrosse, baseball, softball and cross-country. They thanked the students for all of their 
outstanding contributions to the school community and described them as the “best 
and brightest” students. 

“They exemplify the high moral and ethical standards of character, commitment 
and determination that both their family at home and faculty at Briarcliff High School 
demand of them,” Heltzel said. “They have that competitive edge, spirit and gut check 
will to win, which life will demand of them when they walk out of our doors and into 
college later this fall and then the world beyond. These young people have earned their 
stripes, and it is our privilege to honor them.”

Congratulations to the following students who have committed to play sports in the 
NCAA this fall:
•	 Caleb Asamoah, men’s soccer, SUNY Oswego
•	 Joe Canonaco, men’s baseball, SUNY Oneonta
•	 Ryan Celaj, men’s lacrosse, Clark University
•	 Jessica Cho, women’s swimming, Colgate University
•	 Josiah Cobbs, men’s basketball, Manhattanville College
•	 Sean Crowley, men’s basketball, SUNY Geneseo
•	 Graham Goldheim, men’s lacrosse, Union College
•	 Jake Hertz, men’s baseball, University of Rochester
•	 Rachel Julie, women’s softball, Gettysburg College
•	 Caroline Pennacchio, women’s cross-country and track and field, Dartmouth College
•	 Molly Rickles, women’s cross-country and track and field, University of Miami

Photos Courtesy of the Briarcliff Manor Union Free School District

Outstanding Briarcliff HS Athletes Commit to NCAA Colleges

briarcliff  hs caroline pennacchio with her parents Marie and stephen pennacchio.

Like
our 

SportS 
photoS? 

to purchase a digital file, email us at 
photos@theexaminernews.com. 

Just include the name of the student athlete  
featured in the picture or pictures you’re  

interested in buying, the tuesday publication 
date in which the image or images appeared 

and the page number or numbers.  
photos are $25 each.
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Overtime Goal
Lifts the Bears
Over Westlake
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briarcliff  goalie Graham Goldheim moves the ball up 
the field in the bears’ come-from-behind overtime win 
against host Westlake.

Westlake’s owen peterson, who scored four goals, 
passes the ball.

briarcliff’s John plimpton, who scored the winning goal in 
overtime, uses a screen as he runs past Westlake’s AJ Abate.

the Wildcats’ James Gorman keeps the ball away from briarcliff’s Lucas benson late in 
last tuesday’s game.

briarcliff’s cameron Fash (18) and Keaton Mccann celebrate after a bear goal in last week’s 
7-6 overtime victory vs. the Wildcats.

Westlake goalie brendan birkebach runs with the ball after 
making a save as briarcliff’s Zach Vincent chases in last 
tuesday’s game.

nick cebel of  briarcliff  searches for an open teammate in 
the bears’ 7-6 overtime win.

briarcliff’s Keaton Mccann controls the ball behind the cage in last tuesday’s 
game at Westlake.


