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Reversal
of

Fortunes

Keaton McCann and Briarcliff
End an Eight-Year Win Drought
Against Archrival Pleasantville
With a Surprising 8-7 Victory
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By Andrew Vitelli
The Westlake softball team used a 

seven-run third inning and two home 
runs by Kelly Pierce to top the visiting 
Briarcliff Bears 14-7 on Thursday 
afternoon, improving to 7-2 so far this 
season. 

Briarcliff took a 3-1 lead in the third 
inning, capped by a solo home run by 
junior Jackie Contento that split the right 
and center fielders, but the Wildcats 
stormed back in the bottom of the 
inning. The game turned on a three-run 
homer by center fielder Daniella Mulvey 
that gave Westlake a 4-3 lead it would 
never relinquish, the first of back-to-
back home runs by Mulvey and Pierce. 

“I knew that I needed to get the job 
done and get the runs in,” Mulvey said 
afterwards, describing the key at-bat. “I 
hit it off the inside of the bat. I didn’t hit 
it really great, but I knew it was a good 
hit.”

Briarcliff ace Teresa Marinaccio didn’t 
make it out of the inning, with junior 
Xiomara Torres brought in with no 
outs in the third. It was Marinaccio’s 
third start of the week, and the junior 
appeared to run out of gas after looking 
sharp in the first two innings. 

“It was a struggle for her, and that’s 
why we had to pull her early,” Briarcliff 
coach Lindsay Zekus said. 

The Wildcats added three more runs 
in the inning and, after the Bears cut 
their lead to 8-5 on an RBI triple by 
Contento in the fifth, pulled away on a 
three-run blast by Pierce in the bottom 
of the inning. 

“It was her most complete game at the 
plate,” Westlake coach Claudio Barbieri 
said of Pierce. “She really locked in and 
hit the ball hard today.”

Westlake pitcher Allison Brunetto 

went the distance for the win, allowing 
six earned runs. 

“She’s done a great job, and she works 
tremendously hard,” Barbieri said. 
“Just her mentality on the mound, her 
demeanor on the mound, she’s been great 
with it. She’s continuing to improve.”

With the win, the Wildcats took two 
out of three games last week, losing 
to Fox Lane before beating Valhalla. 
Barbieri sees his young team – Westlake’s 
roster has no seniors and is comprised 
mostly of freshmen and sophomores – 
improving game by game.

“We told them Day One, the sky is the 
limit,” he said. “I think with every game 
that we play and every good win we have, 
they start believing a little bit more.”

With the loss, Briarcliff dropped to 
5-3 on the season. Torres and junior 
Sophia McGlew, both making their first 
meaningful relief appearances, faced not 
only a relentless Westlake lineup but an 
outfield with no fence, meaning any ball 
that split the outfielders would keep on 
rolling and enable the batter to circle the 
bases and arrive safely at home. 

“It’s tough bringing in two [pitchers] 
who are not used to being in there,” 
Zekus said. “We hit, we battled, and if 
it wasn’t for those few balls that got by 
us in the outfield it’s a totally different 
ballgame.”

One encouraging sign for Briarcliff 
was Contento’s big game at the plate. The 
Bears’ catcher homered twice and also 
tripled in four at bats, driving in four 
runs. 

“The last couple games, she’s been a 
little here and there,” said Zekus. “But 
today she looked great. She’s patient up 
in the box. Hit the ball hard. And she did 
phenomenal defensively.”

Allison brunetto delivers a pitch during Westlake’s win over briarcliff  last thursday afternoon.
Westlake’s Kristin pierce, who smacked two 
homers, stays ready at third base in the win over 
briarcliff.

teresa Marinaccio of  briarcliff  follows the flight of  
the ball off  her bat in the bears’ road game vs. 
Westlake.

Westlake’s Jamie perfito gets set to leave third 
base in the Wildcats’ win vs. briarcliff.

briarcliff  center fielder Elena Lowe grabs the ball 
barehanded after it landed for an extra-base hit in 
last week’s game at Westlake high school. 

Westlake’s daniella Mulvey swings the bat in last 
thursday’s victory over visiting briarcliff.

briarcliff’s Jackie contento heads for the plate 
with her second home run in thursday’s game at 
Westlake.

Wildcats Defeat Briarcliff as Their Bats Come Alive  
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By Andy Jacobs
When Pleasantville’s Brian Reda scored 

two goals 25 seconds apart in the opening 
minutes of last Wednesday’s clash with 
Briarcliff, it seemed apparent that the 
Panthers’ nearly-decade-long dominance 
of the rivalry was not about to end. 

But Reda never found the back of the 
net again and the host Bears used a fluke 
goal to climb back into the contest. By 
the late stages of the fourth quarter, it 
was obvious a dormant lacrosse rivalry 
had suddenly been renewed, especially 
when Michael DeGasperis, while getting 
knocked to the turf, put home the shot 
that lifted the Bears to an improbable 
8-7 victory over the defending Class C 
champions.  

“He had an opportunity to make a 
play and he was able to capitalize,” said 
Bears head coach Rob Anderson after 
DeGasperis had provided the goal that 
ended Briarcliff ’s eight-year drought 
against the Panthers. “You know, 
Michael’s a talented player and he works 
every single day on his game. We’re super 
proud of him, and he’s fit in here like a 
glove.” 

The goal by DeGasperis capped a 
big comeback by the Bears that began 
shortly after Pleasantville had increased 
its 5-4 halftime advantage to three goals 
with scores by Greg Driscoll and Declan 
McDermott in the third quarter. The 
stingy Briarcliff defense kept the high-
powered Panthers off the scoreboard for 
the game’s final 17 minutes, enabling the 
Bears to use the fourth-quarter goals by 
Keaton McCann and DeGasperis to win 
for the ninth time in 10 games this season. 

“I’m proud of our kids,” said Anderson. 
“I’m proud of how hard they compete, 
how much they believe in one another 
and their confidence they’ve shown in 
one another when things go wrong.”

Until they stepped onto the Briarcliff 
High School turf last week, the Panthers 
had won 10 straight times against their 
biggest rival. But things began to unravel 

soon after Reda’s two quick goals gave 
them a 2-0 advantage less than three 
minutes after the opening faceoff. Just 
10 seconds after Reda’s second goal, 
on a scramble for possession, the ball 
somehow rolled right into the Panthers’ 
momentarily vacant cage, cutting the 
Bears’ deficit in half. 

“I didn’t see too much,” said Anderson 
of the Bears’ serendipitous first goal, 
credited to Ryan Celaj, that got them right 
back in the game. “I know the two teams 
were just scrapping for the ball and I just 
saw the official’s hands go up.”

“I didn’t think it was gonna bite us, 
but it definitely did,” said Panthers coach 
Chris Kear. “So that was unfortunate. 
Unlucky bounce. Those things happen. 
But we didn’t even talk about that, really, 
at halftime. We just said make the next 
play.”

A Briarcliff turnover midway through 
the first quarter set up a goal from 
freshman Jack Howe, after a cross-crease 
pass from Reda that enabled the Panthers 
to build a 3-1 margin heading to the 
second period. But the Bears, a man up 
due to a P’ville equipment violation, 
answered just 37 seconds into the second 
quarter as John Plimpton hitched and 
then fired from the left doorstep to move 
Briarcliff back within a goal. 

“Yeah, one of the things we talked about 
is you can’t be in the penalty box and you 
can’t give them extra opportunities,” said 
Kear. “And we did. We gave them extra 
opportunities and they cashed in. Hats off 
to them. They played great.”

A goal by the Bears’ Nick Cebel with 
6:41 left in the half tied the game at 3-3.  
The teams were still tied after McDermott 
scored on a lightning-quick Panther 
fast break nearly two minutes later and 
McCann answered with 1:18 to go on a 
restart behind the cage by coming around 
the side of the net and beating goalie 
Brendan Casey. 

The Panthers were able to grab a one-
goal lead at the break following a Briarcliff 

turnover on 
a clearing 
attempt with 
47 seconds 
r e m a i n i n g 
that set up a 
Lucas Cohen 
goal with just 
five seconds 
still on the 
clock. A pair 
of fast-break 
goals, first 
by Driscoll 
four minutes 
into the third 
q u a r t e r , 
then by 
Mc D e r m ot t 
almost three 
minutes later, 
seemed to put 

Pleasantville in command with a 7-4 lead.
But Plimpton, who helped the Bears 

win seven of eight second-half faceoffs, 
began the Briarcliff comeback with a 
goal just eight seconds after the score by 
McDermott. With 2:26 left in the period, 
Peter Olson took a pass in front of the 
cage from Celaj and scored, allowing 
Briarcliff to start the final quarter behind 
by just one goal. 

Pleasantville maintained its slim edge 
until McCann, moments after Bears 
goalie Graham Goldheim had denied 
McDermott on a point-blank shot, 
unleashed a howitzer high over Casey’s 
right shoulder to tie the game at 7-7 
with 4:23 remaining. Just 14 seconds 
later, after another Plimpton faceoff 
win, DeGasperis, a sophomore long-
stick defenseman, came charging down 
the middle of the field and deposited 
the game-deciding goal as he was sent 
sprawling onto his back by a hard check.

The two teams traded turnovers in the 
final minute and a half and the Bears’ 
huge celebration began shortly after a 
last-gasp Panther attempt to tie the game 

on a Ryan Drillock shot from the left side 
of the cage with four seconds left went 
wide of the net. 

“It’s hard to win, regardless of the 
opponent,” said the Bears’ Anderson, 
whose team backed up the win by adding 
victories over Atlanta-based Cambridge 
and then Bronxville in overtime. “They’ve 
earned it with their hard work, their 
dedication and the time they’ve put in. 
And when you have a chance to compete 
and you give your best every single day, 
you expect to be successful.”

Kear, too, has every reason to expect 
success. But he wasn’t pleased by what he 
witnessed from his Panthers at Briarcliff.

“It was exactly as I expected,” he said. 
“We were pretty much prepared for 
everything they were gonna do. We 
just didn’t pass and catch well today. 
A lot of dropped passes, a lot of missed 
opportunities on offense and we didn’t 
make the stops on ‘D’ that we needed to 
make. I don’t know if we were flat today, 
or something like that, or we expected to 
win. I think it’s a wakeup call that there’s 
no easy teams in Section One, especially 
on our schedule this year.”

Briarcliff Ends a Long Drought Against the Panthers

Ryan drillock of  pleasantville has possession of  
the ball in last Wednesday’s game vs. the bears.pleasantville’s brian Reda celebrates after scoring 

his second goal vs. host briarcliff.

briarcliff  goalie Graham Goldheim gets set to clear 
the ball after making a first-half  save in the bears’ 
victory over pleasantville.

cameron Fash of  briarcliff  winds up for a shot 
during the bears’ 8-7 come-from-behind win over 
pleasantville.

the celebration begins for the briarcliff  bears after their surprising 8-7 win over 
defending class c champion pleasantville last Wednesday. 
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SPORTS SCENE

Westlake freshman Emily sardo gets set to fire a 
shot at the cage in the first half  of  thursday’s 
home game.

Katerine sanders of  Westlake passes the ball 
behind the cage in thursday afternoon’s game 
vs. Ardsley.

Kiera donnellly of  Westlake prepares to send a 
shot on goal in the win over Ardsley last thursday.

Fox Lane’s Matt Magnan prepares to shoot as 
Greeley’s Matt baum defends in last tuesday’s 
game, won by the Foxes.

Westlake’s Lauren holzer controls the ball during 
the Wildcats’ home victory over Ardsley.

Fox Lane’s sean new chases after the ball in the 
Foxes’ road win vs. Greeley last week.

It’s a free-for-all as horace Greeley and Fox Lane players battle for 
control of  the ball in last tuesday’s game in chappaqua.

horace Greeley’s Jacob brandes tries to get past Fox Lane defender 
Kevin downes as Fox goalie colin smith awaits his arrival.

Matt nagler of  Greeley moves the ball up the field as Fox 
Lane’s Matt harrison gives chase.

Westlake’s Jesi oswald tries to outrun the Ardsley 
defense in the Wildcat win over the panthers.

cullen Morgan of  Fox Lane heads toward the cage 
in the first half  of  last tuesday’s win at Greeley.
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Alex pasieka of  Westlake hits a forehand during 
his double match against the visiting Valhalla 
Vikings.

Valhalla’s Marc charbonier smacks a forehand in 
his doubles match last thursday afternoon.

Fox Lane’s Aaron Winkler delivers a pitch in the 
Foxes’ road win vs. Greeley.

Fox Lane’s Robbie Ferman heads for home plate 
with the game-deciding run in last tuesday’s win 
at Greeley.

Westlake’s Justin Angeles lines up a backhand in 
his singles match vs. visiting Valhalla.

Lucas Van bramer of  Valhalla gets ready to 
smack a backhand return in his singles match vs. 
Westlake on thursday.

Westlake’s nico Karel scampers to hit a forehand 
return during doubles action vs. Valhalla last 
thursday.

Greeley’s bobby Garbuio awaits a pitch in the 
Quakers’ home game vs. Fox Lane last tuesday.

pease callaghan of  Valhalla concentrates on 
a forehand return in a doubles match vs. host 
Westlake.

Fox Lane second baseman sean Fopeano turns 
a double play as Greeley runner Mack Lauder 
watches after sliding by in last tuesday’s game.

satchel schultz of  Greeley rests at first base after 
driving in the go-ahead run vs. Fox Lane. but the 
Foxes scored twice in the seventh to win.

horace Greeley sophomore brandon neeck 
pitches in the Quakers’ home game vs. Fox Lane 
last week.

Fox Lane goalie colin smith makes a save against Greeley’s Jacob brandes in last tuesday’s game, won 
by the visiting Foxes.
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focus on
PA C E

second baseman haley hernandez tries to 
reach a grounder up the middle in saturday’s 
doubleheader vs. American International college.

James Wynne watches as his bloop fly to right field 
drops in for the game-winning hit in the bottom of  
the 10th inning vs. saint Rose.

Victoria Quinones reaches second base in the 
second game of  saturday’s doubleheader. 
Moments later, she scored the game-deciding 
run.

John Kukura runs to third base in the setters’ 6-5 
extra-inning win over saint Rose on saturday.

Relief  pitcher Anthony criscione delivers to the 
plate in the first game of  saturday’s doubleheader 
at Finnerty Field. Abby haimson, who had four goals and two 

assists, moves the ball up the field in the setters’ 
win over Franklin pierce.

casey Gelderman gets set to take the ball across 
the field during saturday’s game at pace stadium.

courtney pabst is determined to get to the cage 
in the first half  of  pace’s home win over Franklin 
pierce.

tyler Meigel tries to get to the goal in pace’s 13-8 
victory over visiting Assumption on saturday.

Vincent Vasheo (left) and Liam brennan celebrate 
after a setter goal in the win over Assumption on 
saturday at pace stadium.

the setters’ Liam brennan, who had three goals and two assists in the win over Assumption, races 
toward the cage.
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PLEASANTVILLE, N.Y. - Pace University Men’s Basketball Head Coach Matt 
Healing has announced his 2016 recruiting class, which includes the addition of five 
student-athletes. This year’s class features four very talented freshmen and one Division 
I transfer.

“We are very excited about the newcomers for next season,” stated Healing. “We look 
forward to building on the improvement we made this past season and the development 
of this recruiting class will be pivotal in that progression.”

(5-10 Guard/Rochester, N.Y./Aquinas 
Institute/Syracuse University)

White was a part of Syracuse University’s 2016 
Final Four team having played the past two seasons 
for Hall of Fame Coach Jim Boeheim. Prior to 
Syracuse, White played two years under Coach 
King Rice at Monmouth University. Graduating 
in May from Syracuse with his undergraduate 
degree, White will use his final year of eligibility 
to play as a graduate student for the Setters.

In high school, White was a three-year starter 
and four-season letterwinner for Coach Mike 
Grosodonia at Aquinas Institute…He was named 
NYSPHSAA Scholar Athlete four times…White 
earned National Honor Society recognition…
He was first-team Private/Parochial League in 
2010, 2011 and 2012 and first-team All-Greater 
Rochester as a junior and senior…White was part 

of the bronze-medal winning West team in the 2010 Empire State Games…Aquinas 
won the 2011 Section V crown and White was named tournament MVP He was named 
the Section V MVP that season…Aquinas won the Section V title and was runner-up 
in the Class AA State Championship…He earned 5th Team All-State and All-Greater 
Rochester.

Peyton Wejnert (6-7 Forward/
Point Pleasant, N.J./Southern 
Regional High School)

Wejnert finished his scholastic career 
scoring exactly 2,000 points, finishing 
2nd in the state of New Jersey in 
scoring at 29.4 points per game to go 
along with 11.7 rebounds per game…
He was named 1st Team All-Group 4, 
1st Team All-Shore, 1st Team All-South 
Jersey and Division Player of the Year…
Wejnert will be part of Pace University’s 
Pforzheimer Honors College. Wejnert 
played AAU Basketball for the Jersey 
Force under Coach Joe Stein.

HS Coach Eric Fierro on Wejnert:  
“Peyton’s size, athleticism and physical 
relentlessness was a huge asset for us. 
He can play multiple positions and 
his skill set will allow him to thrive in 
the highly-competitive Northeast 10 
Conference on a nightly basis. I also 
know that academics played a huge 

role in his decision. Pace University is the complete package that will allow him to be 
successful in life after basketball. After meeting with the coaching staff and academic 
advisors, he was sold.”

Vinny Dalessandro (6-7 Forward/
Levittown, PA/Conwell Egan Catholic 
High School)

Dalessandro compiled over 1,000 points 
in his career, including senior year averages 
of over 16 points and 10 rebounds…He was 
named Second-Team All-Catholic League, 
Third-Team All-State and Labor Classic 
Tournament MVP…Led team to State and 
District Championships…Dalessandro played 
AAU Basketball for the Jersey Shore Warriors 
under Coach Tony Sagona.

HS Coach Frank Sciolla on Dalessandro:  
“After a record-setting HS career that included 
winning a state championship, Vinny is 
thrilled about attending Pace. He is a versatile 
player that has the physicality to go inside on 
both ends, but also step out and shoot from 
the perimeter. He loves the coaching staff and 

school as a whole. I know the academics are important to Vinny and his family and 
going to Pace will allow him to expand his network from the Philadelphia area up to the 
NY Metropolitan area as well as New England.”

Ray Montilus (6-2 Guard/Union, 
N.J./Pope John XIII High School)

Montilus transferred to Pope John after 
beginning his high school career at Saint 
Anthony’s in NJ…He was named 1st Team 
Hunterdon/Warren/Sussex All-County, 
1st Team Northwest NJ All-Conference…
Led team to New Jersey Parochial A 
State Championship and Tournament of 
Champions Runner-Up in 2015. Montilus 
played AAU Basketball for the Jersey City 
Boys Club under Coach Frank Bruno.

HS Coach Jason Hasson on Montilus:  
“Ray is a great leader and fierce competitor. 
He’s a strong physical guard who can get 
to the paint and finish at the rim. He’s also 
a lock down defender. Academically, Pace 
will provide a great challenge for Ray and 
he is excited about that.”

Jack McGuire (6-7 Forward/
Brielle, N.J./Christian Brothers 
Academy)

McGuire averaged 17 points per 
game as a senior…He was named 1st 
Team All-Division, 2nd Team All-
Shore Conference, All-Monmouth 
County...Led Team to a 20-6 record 
and a Non Public Group ‘A’ New Jersey 
State Championship…Was also a 
McDonald’s All-American Nominee…
McGuire played AAU Basketball for 
the NJ Shoreshots under Coach Mike 
Rice.

HS Coach Geoff Billett on McGuire: 
“Jack is coming off a tremendous senior 
season. He has competed against some 
of the top teams and players New Jersey 
has to offer. His upside is extremely 
high. We are very excited about Jack’s 
decision to attend Pace University. 
Coming from a top academic school 
in NJ, Pace will provide him with an 

outstanding experience and an education that will prepare him for success away from 
the court as well.”

Pace Men’s Basketball Coach Matt Healing 
Announces Setters’ 2016 Recruiting Class
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Senior Ace Aaron Winkler
Pitches Fox Lane to a Victory
Against the Greeley Quakers

A Leg Up
on the 

Competition


