
ExaminerSports

An
dy

 JA
co

bs
 p

ho
to

Panther Playoff Preview?

Brian Reda’s Five Goals
Lift Resilient Pleasantville
to a Big Overtime Victory
Against Visiting Bronxville
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By Andrew Vitelli
The Fox Lane softball team fell 6-2 to 

Brewster on Friday afternoon, allowing 
four unearned runs against a Bears team 
that reached the Section 1 finals last year. 
The bright spot for the Foxes came from 
the bottom of the lineup, as first-year 
senior right fielder Katherine Alexander, 
batting ninth, blasted her first career 
home run and just missed hitting two 
more. 

“It was definitely a shock to see those 
deep hits because the last few games I’ve 
been striking out a lot,” Alexander said 
after the game. “Something I’ll never 
forget, definitely.”

Just 24 hours after striking out 13 
Walter Panas batters in an impressive 9-0 
Fox victory, Notre Dame-bound senior 
Alexis Bazos gave up two home runs in 
the third inning but was otherwise solid, 
keeping the Foxes in the game. 

“Outside of the home runs, I think 
she pitched amazing,” Fox Lane coach 
Anthony Rodrigues said. “She hit her 
spots. She did a real solid job.”

But Fox Lane’s bats went cold against 
Brewster’s Makayla Koehler after Tara 
Lombardi’s first-inning run-scoring 
single sliced the Bears’ early lead in half. 
Koehler wound up striking out six Foxes, 
and she pitched out of jams in the first 
and sixth innings.

“They’re a very good team,” Rodrigues 
said of Brewster, which improved to 5-1 
on the season with the win. “When you go 
up against good teams, you don’t get very 
many opportunities.”

The Bears beat the Foxes twice last 
week, also topping them 7-1 at Brewster 
on Wednesday. Rodrigues pointed to the 
Bears’ stellar defensive play as one of the 
factors separating the teams.

“Defensively, we’ve got to tighten it up 
a bit,” he said. “The championship teams 

make every play, and then they 
make the plays they’re not 
supposed to make. We’ve got to 
get to that point. Against a good 
team like Brewster, you have to 
make every single play.”

In addition to the home 
run, Alexander just missed 
connecting in her previous two 
at-bats. In the second inning 
and again in the fifth, Alexander 
hit drives deep to center field, 
chasing Bears center fielder 
Frannie Merkel all the way to 
the warning track each time. 
Merkel caught both balls with 
her back up against the outfield 
fence.

Alexander finally cleared 
the fence with two outs in the 
seventh, keeping the Foxes’ 
hopes alive for at least another 
batter before Bazos, at the top 
of lineup, grounded out to third 
to end the game. After watching 
Alexander swing the 
bat, Brewster coach 
Lisa Delzio called her 
“very, very impressive” 
and predicted should 
the two teams meet 
again, “she wouldn’t be 
seeing any pitches.”

Will Alexander still 
be in the nine-spot 
much longer? 

“Maybe not,” 
Rodrigues answered. 
“She’s just getting 
better and better every 
day. It’s nice to see and 
as the year goes on, 
she’s just going to do 
better and better for 
us.” Left fielder shelisa bird makes a dazzling running catch in the Foxes’ 6-2 

loss to visiting brewster.

Fox Lane’s Katie Alexander (second from left) has plenty to smile about after belting her first varsity 
home run Friday afternoon.

Kate Muller of  Fox Lane hits the ball down the 
right-field line during Friday’s home game.

the Foxes’ brianna dawson watches the ball jump 
off  her bat in Friday afternoon’s game against 
brewster.

Lucy crerend runs the bases during Fox Lane’s 
game vs. the brewster bears.

Fox Lane softball coach Anthony Rodrigues 
watches his Foxes play in Friday’s home game.

Lexi bazos does some high-stepping as she pitches in Friday’s 
Fox Lane home game vs. brewster.

Fox Lane Softball Team Loses to Visiting Brewster
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By Andy Jacobs
In a coaching career that has 

spanned nearly four decades, 
Pleasantville assistant Bob 
Kear has seen his share of elite 
lacrosse talent, helping produce 
10 All-American players on 
the way to amassing over 350 
victories. 

So when he starts raving 
about a player currently on the 
Panthers’ roster, sophomore 
attackman Brian Reda, it’s 
certainly worth listening to 
every word he utters. 

“Reda’s release is crazy fast,” 
Kear was saying this past 
weekend. “He’s just so quick 
with his release that it catches 
goalies off guard.”

Without a doubt, Kear 
won’t be getting an argument 
from the Bronxville Broncos 
after they were victimized five 
times by Reda on Wednesday 
afternoon. His fifth goal came 
59 seconds into overtime and 
lifted the Panthers to a come-
from-behind 9-8 home win in a marquee 
matchup of the two teams that have 
played each other in the Class C sectional 
championship game three consecutive 
years. 

“I don’t know if that’s gonna hurt us 
later in the season because he likes to 
go near pipe,” said Kear. “So if goalies 
see that all the time, it might produce a 
negative result for us. But he’s got such a 
quick release that it snaps by their head 
and it’s in the net before they know it.”

That’s exactly what happened to the 
Broncos nearly a minute into an overtime 
session made possible by two Reda fourth-
quarter goals and a pair of sparkling saves 
by Panther goalie Brenden Casey late in 
regulation time. Reda’s game-winning 
goal gave Pleasantville its only lead of 
the day and handed Bronxville, which 

was coming off losses to Syosset and 
Yorktown, its third straight defeat. 

The Broncos got on the scoreboard 
first just 20 seconds after the opening 
faceoff and, even though Pleasantville’s 
Mike Hammond tied the game just seven 
seconds later, managed to build a two-
goal lead five different times. But they 
never scored again after taking an 8-6 lead 
with just under two and a half minutes to 
play in the third quarter. 

“It is very tough playing from behind,” 
said Kear after the Panthers were forced 
to play catchup for nearly the entire 
game. “They let us hang around just long 
enough.” 

Pleasantville, the defending Class C 
champion and now 7-1 this season after 
beating Mahopac on Saturday, found 
itself trailing 3-1 before Reda fired in his 
first goal of the day from right of the cage 

with 3:11 remaining 
in the first quarter. 
Lucas Cohen 
tied the game for 
the Panthers two 
minutes into the 
second quarter, but 
by the time halftime 
a p p r o a c h e d 
Bronxville had 
regained control and 
built its lead back up 
to two goals. 

The Panthers had 
possession of the 
ball as they came 
out of a timeout 
with 12 seconds 
left on the clock. 
Hayden McBride, 
who had scored 
P’ville’s fourth 
goal three minutes 
earlier, took a pass 

from Jack Howe left of the crease and sent 
a shot into the back of the net as the clock 
expired, trimming Bronxville’s advantage 
to 6-5.

“Any time that happens,” said Kear 
about McBride’s buzzer-beater, whether 
it’s basketball, football, it gives you 
momentum. It really helped us.”

Still, the Broncos got goals in the third 
quarter from Zach Tucker and Andrew 
Murray, sandwiched around another 
score by Reda, and took an 8-6 lead into 
the final period. But it took just eight 
seconds in the fourth quarter for the 
Panthers to get on the board again as 
Hammond won the faceoff and sent the 
ball to Ryan Drillock, who found Reda 
free on the right side of the cage for his 
third goal. 

A minute later, with the Panthers up 
a man, Reda took a pass from Declan 
McDermott and beat goalie James Swartz 
to tie the game. The teams remained 
even the rest of the quarter because the 
Panthers’ Casey made two huge saves 
against the Broncos’ top threat, Ara 
Atayan, 30 seconds apart in the waning 

moments and then a shot by Reda at the 
final horn was grabbed by Swartz.

That set the stage for the four-minute 
overtime that ended with the heroics from 
Reda on a set play the Panthers have come 
to rely on. But before Cohen raced to his 
right and passed the ball to Reda for the 
game-winner, there were contributions 
from Hammond, who was able to keep 
the ball away from Bronxville on the 
all-important faceoff and defenseman 
Tommy Browne, whose speed pursuing 
the loose ball led to a Bronco push that 
gave P’ville the ball. 

“We ran two end-of-quarter, end-of-
game type plays that we’ve run in the past 
and the old play worked,” said Kear. “The 
intent is to have three quick options out 
of an overload on one side of the field, to 
use double screens so now they have three 
defenders bunched around the ball, then 
move the ball to the top. Bronxville didn’t 
slide badly, but Reda had time and space 
and he was able to do a double move and 
get his hands free, and then he snapped 
it off again. Fortunately, when you hit the 
cage, sometimes it goes in.”

Reda’s Overtime Goal Lifts the Panthers Past Bronxville

the panthers’ Lucas cohen lines up a shot in 
the first half  of  Wednesday’s showdown with 
bronxville.

pleasantville’s Ryan drillock tries to run past 
bronxville’s dylan James in Wednesday’s game, 
won by the panthers.

Jack howe of  pleasantville gets set to pass the 
ball in the second quarter of  last week’s home 
game vs. bronxville.

pleasantville’s Mike hammond passes the ball 
in the panthers’ overtime win vs. class c rival 
bronxville.

declan Mcdermott of  pleasantville races toward the cage during the 
panthers’ 9-8 overtime victory over the broncos.

brian Reda controls the ball in last Wednesday’s game vs. 
bronxville. he had five goals, including the game-winner in 
overtime.
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SPORTS SCENE

briarcliff’s Weston cooper gets set to hit a 
forehand return during his match at second 
singles vs. visiting clarkstown south.

dmitry cafri of  briarcliff  competes in the triple 
jump at last week’s home meet.

briarcliff’s Ryan Gallagher runs in the 1600 at last 
week’s home track meet.

Aaron duke of  briarcliff  concentrates on a 
backhand in his match at first singles last tuesday.

the bears’ natalie cornacchio gets ready for her 
landing as she completes the triple jump.

Will clark of  briarcliff  goes airborne in the triple 
jump at last tuesday’s meet.

briana tucci of  pleasantville pitches in saturday 
morning’s home win vs. port chester.

Ava Greco clears a hurdle in briarcliff’s home 
meet vs. dobbs Ferry last tuesday afternoon.

the bears’ sophia Gelard speeds around the turn 
as she runs the 200.

pleasantville shortstop Kristie Guttridge stays 
ready in the infield during saturday’s home win. 

pleasantville’s Isabella Godino heads for home in 
the panthers’ victory over the port chester Rams.

briarcliff’s caroline pennacchio completes the 
anchor leg in the 4 x 800 last tuesday.
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Westlake’s tom cosentino delivers a pitch in last 
Wednesday’s home game vs. pleasantville.

Jon carlo Angiolillo of  pleasantville heads for third 
base on the way to scoring a run in the panthers’ 
extra-inning win over Westlake.

Joe canonaco of  briarcliff  scampers back to 
second base in last Wednesday’s game at Valhalla.

Jake hardy of  briarcliff  swings the bat during last 
Wednesday’s game at Valhalla high school.

pleasantville second baseman danny Melillo tries to turn a double play as Westlake’s Mike hernandez 
slides into the bag in last Wednesday’s game, won by the panthers in extra innings.

steven Franzese of  Valhalla fires a pitch in the 
Vikings’ 4-2 come-from-behind win over briarcliff  
last Wednesday afternoon.

briarcliff’s cameron Johnson held host Valhalla 
hitless for six innings last Wednesday.

Valhalla’s brett holtz takes a big swing in the 
Vikings’ home victory vs. briarcliff.

Mike hernandez of  Westake takes a lead at first 
base in last week’s home game vs. the panthers.

pleasantville’s drew Marino fires to the plate in a 
road game vs. Westlake.

briarcliff  second baseman Miles henshaw chases 
a pop fly in last week’s game at Valhalla.
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James Gorman of  Westlake races up the field with 
the ball during saturday’s home game.

Westlake senior Anthony sardo was honored at halftime on 
saturday after scoring his 200th career goal vs. haldane.

Anthony sardo moves the ball down the field in 
Westlake’s 17-1 rout of  visiting haldane.

the Wildcats’ dylan donnery heads for the cage in 
saturday’s easy win over the haldane blue devils.

owen peterson considers his options as he 
controls the ball in the first quarter of  saturday’s 
Westlake win over the blue devils.

Westlake’s connor McArdle easily sends a shot into the back of  
the net in the Wildcats’ 17-1 victory against visiting haldane.

casey Gelderman takes the ball toward the cage in 
pace’s win over Assumption.

pace University’s courtney pabst runs past Assumption’s 
Meghan cushing in saturday’s game.

stephanie chadnick of  pace races past midfield during saturday 
afternoon’s 17-8 victory vs. visiting Assumption.

the setters’ Amanda dickerson tries to maintain 
possession of  the ball as she’s pressured in the 
win over the Assumption college Greyhounds.

Abby haimson, who scored five 
goals saturday to set a new 
single-season record for pace, 
surveys the field.

pace University’s Michelle Antonio 
searches for an open teammate.

Sardo Scores 200th as Westlake Wins

Pace Women’s Team Defeats Assumption
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Celebrate 
Good Times

Let the Games Begin
Mount Kisco Little League kicked 
off  its 2016 season saturday 
with a parade through town and 
an opening ceremony followed by 
games at Leonard park. twelve-
year-old Michael Luppino, left, 
and danny spolansky, 8, recite 
the Little League pledge as 
Mount Kisco Mayor Michael 
cindrich looks on.

Logan provost, left, and Max Rubinstein 
celebrate their team’s 8-0 victory saturday at 
the Mt. Kisco diner. the Examiner green team 
defeated the oelker-cox & sinatra Funeral 
home navy blue team on opening day of  the 
Mount Kisco Little League 2016 season. 
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Fox Lane Senior Lexi Bazos
Delivers a Pitch to the Plate
Against Visiting Brewster
on a Sunny Friday Afternoon

Battling 
the

Bears


