
By Arthur Cusano
Families dealing with loved ones 

battling substance abuse can often feel 
isolated, fearing they will be stigmatized 
or ostracized by neighbors if word gets out.

That concern can be even greater in a 
small community like Pleasantville, where 
everyone seems to know each other and 
the entire high school enrollment is less 
than the senior graduating class at some 
larger Westchester high schools.

“When you have a child who is in real 
trouble in a small town like this, everybody 
knows it, nobody wants to know them or 
their parents,’ said village Trustee Colleen 
Griffin-Wagner. “The doors start to close. 
So then you have a kid with nowhere to go 
and parents that are completely isolated.”

Griffin-Wagner is one of the founders 
of Pleasantville C.A.R.E.S. (Community 
Addiction, Recovery, Education and 

By Neal Rentz
The water contamination crisis in 

Flint, Mich. has claimed 10 lives and 
resulted in serious illnesses for many 
others. Now, three Mount Kisco houses 
of worship have teamed up to reach out 
and help those residents.

Through the end of March, St. 
Francis AME Zion Church, Bethel 
Baptist Church and Bet Torah are 
collecting bottled water to be donated to 
households in the beleaguered city. As of 
late last week, 25 cases of water had been 
collected.

Cheryl Easton, trustee chair at St. 
Francis which created the drive, said the 
three congregations have a strong moral 
desire to help.

“It’s a heartfelt appeal and touches a 
basic need to answer the cry for help,” 
Easton said. “We all must step into the 

shoes of these families and only consider 
that in 2016 we find ourselves in such 
unacceptable conditions that  the quality 
of drinking water has been contaminated. 
We all want to help support the effort to 
aid during this crisis.”

Easton said the goal is to collect at 
least 2,000 water bottles. She said drive 
organizers are in discussion with local 
bottlers to design a plan to deliver the 
water to Flint once the collection is over.

Assisting the people of Flint is also in 
keeping with Bet Torah’s philosophy to 
assist others, said Loen Amer, director of 
youth engagement at the synagogue. 

She said the three houses of worship 
will be collecting all brands of bottled 
water.

Easton thanked Mount Kisco Mayor 
Michael Cindrich for his assistance with 
the drive.

By Martin Wilbur
Representatives of Summit/Greenfield 

joined New Castle and county officials on 
March 1 for a ceremonial groundbreaking 
at Chappaqua Crossing, the start of 
the next phase for the longest reviewed 
application in town history.

The groundbreaking for the project’s 
$50 million retail component came more 
than 11 years after Summit/Greenfield 
bought the 116-acre former Reader’s 
Digest campus and nearly 10 years after 
submission of its first proposal. Whole 
Foods supermarket, the 40,000-square-
foot anchor tenant, is expected to open 
sometime next year along with a similarly-
sized Life Time fitness center.

Despite the arduous and expensive 
review process, which spanned the 
administrations of four supervisors, 
Summit Development President Felix 
Charney said the project was worth the 

effort.
“I’ve had a chance to work with 

wonderful people,” he said. “I think 
ultimately I’m really proud of what we’ve 
accomplished.”

Supervisor Robert Greenstein, who as a 
candidate opposed Chappaqua Crossing, 
said having the developer and the town 
able to compromise will pay dividends for 
New Castle. 

The day after Greenstein won, Charney 
said much to his surprise the then 
supervisor-elect reached out to him to 
find a solution that could help all parties.

“It’s going to be great for the town, not 
only for the commercial tax base but also 
for the amenities that it’s going to provide,” 
said Greenstein, who stressed that it 
was important for the town to revitalize 
downtown Chappaqua in addition to 
redeveloping this property. “It’s going to 
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Donna DeLuca of  Newtown, Conn. and her son, 
Matt, have brought their support group for 
families fighting substance abuse to Pleasantville.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Town and county officials join representatives of  developer Summit/Greenfield for last week’s 
groundbreaking for the 120,000-square-foot retail component at Chappaqua Crossing.
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PREVENTING COLORECTAL CANCER
Discover the easy steps that could save your life...

Watch Dr. Wishner describe treating colorectal cancer with the 
da Vinci Robot at www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrWishner

Jerald Wishner, MD, FACS, FASCRS
Director, Institute for Robotic & Minimally Invasive Surgery
Director, Colorectal Cancer Program
Northern Westchester Hospital
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Ask the Doctor

Did You Know? 
80 percent of deaths from 
colorectal cancer could be prevented 
if everyone 50 and older had a 
regular screening test.*

Q: Is a colonoscopy uncomfortable? 

A: Not at all. During the procedure, which typically takes 20 to 30 minutes, you are 
placed in a state of conscious sedation under the management of an anesthesiologist. 
You go gently to sleep and have no pain or awareness of the procedure. There are 
also ways to make the day-before prep less of a trial. Talk with your doctor about 
such options as flavor packets for the liquid, and replacing the liquid with pills. Try 
refrigerating the liquid and drinking it chilled over ice, which many of my patients 
find easier.

Q: Can colorectal cancer be cured?

A: Thanks to colonoscopy screenings, we are finding this cancer at an earlier stage, 
and that is greatly improving survival. In addition, technological advances in the
treatment of colorectal cancer are resulting in significantly better outcomes.  
*Colon Cancer Alliance

Q: Am I at risk for colorectal cancer?  
A: An estimated 90 percent of all colorectal cancers (cancer of the colon or rectum) 
occur in people age 50 and older. So, in a sense, everyone is at risk simply by reaching 
that milestone birthday. Besides age, risk factors include prior colon cancer, a family 
history of colon cancer or other cancers, colonic diseases or GI problems. Now 
consider, if everyone 50 and older had a regular screening test, 80 percent of deaths 
from colon cancer could be prevented.

Q: What can I do to help prevent colon cancer?    
A: Get a colonoscopy. It’s just that simple. A colonoscopy is considered the gold 
standard for colorectal cancer screening and surveillance. During the screening, we 
look for cancer and remove any potentially pre-cancerous growths called polyps. 
For people with no risk factors, current guidelines call for screening every 10 years 
starting at age 50. If polyps are found, you will be given a personalized screening 
regimen. Most cancers take six to eight years to develop from the time a polyp begins 
to grow. Theoretically, as long as you follow the customized regimen prescribed, 
you should never get colon cancer. The death rate from colorectal cancer has been 
declining for more than 20 years, largely due to the effectiveness of screening.
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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By Martin Wilbur
Westchester Medical Center was 

approved for tax-exempt, low-cost 
financing last Wednesday for a new 
$230 million ambulatory care pavilion 
adjacent to its main hospital that 
promises significant upgrades in 
delivering healthcare to patients.

The county’s Local Development 
Corporation (LDC), which was created 
by County Executive Rob Astorino in 
2013 to encourage nonprofits to build 
important projects and stimulate the 
economy, granted up to $340 million 
in borrowing for the medical center for 
the eight-story, 280,000-square-foot 
addition at the Valhalla campus. The 
project will include 185,000 square feet 
of ambulatory care space, 20,000 square 
feet for 48 private patient rooms and 
75,000 feet for physician offices.

The board of directors for WMCHealth, 
the network that operates the hospital 
and six other facilities in the Hudson 
Valley, approved the project last month. 
It is expected to open by late 2018.

Michael Israel, president and CEO 
of WMCHealth, said it will allow 
Westchester Medical Center to serve 
a wider population of patients more 
effectively. The hospital has focused 
mainly on its trauma and tertiary care, 
one of the only facilities north of New 
York City to deliver those services, but 

leaves little time and space to help other 
patients.

“It gives us the ability to deliver 
ambulatory services in a way our patients 
and in a way our physicians want to 
deliver them,” Israel said. “The medical 
center itself has been more in-patient, 
advanced care focused. The health care 
system is changing, we have to change 
along with the system.”

The ambulatory care pavilion will 
include an advanced imaging center, 
an ambulatory surgery center and a 
heart and vascular institute, Israel said. 
Westchester Medical Center, built in 
1977, is often so busy dealing with 
emergencies that a patient who comes 
in for a 9 a.m. surgery, for example, may 
have to wait hours before their procedure 
is done, he said.

Also, the hospital is typically only 
able to use about 85 percent of its 415 
beds because some patients require such 
advanced care that a private room is 
necessary. 

Once the new pavilion is built, medical 
center staff anticipates being able to use 
100 percent of its beds, Israel said. The 
hospital will maintain its license with the 
state at 415 beds, he added.

“It gives us more space to do more 
things going forward,” Israel said. 
“There’s not much available space in the 
hospital.”

Astorino lauded the proposal as one 
that will raise the quality of health care 
in Westchester and throughout the 
region as well as spur the local economy. 
The project is expected to generate 225 
prevailing wage construction jobs and an 
additional 180 permanent full-time staff 
jobs.

“I appreciate this. I appreciate 
the investment you’re making in 
Westchester,” Astorino told Israel. 
“This is a great project that will help 
everyone not only in Westchester but the 
counties around us. In fact, the whole 
metropolitan area.”

He said the county had to work to 
amend legislation to include a public 
benefit corporation, such as the medical 
center, to be eligible for the low-cost 
financing. Previously, nonprofits had 
only been able to receive the LDC 

funding. The financing comes at no risk 
to the county and its taxpayers, Astorino 
added.

By the time the ambulatory care 
pavilion is built, Westchester Medical 
Center would have invested almost $1 
billion in infrastructure, technology and 
expansion on the Valhalla campus in a 
little more than a decade, Israel noted. 
It also operates the 136-bed Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital and the 101-bed 
Behavioral Health Center for psychiatric 
patients. Israel said the children’s hospital 
has been operating above capacity and 
will also likely need an expansion to at 
least 175 beds in the coming years.

In addition to the $230 million in 
financing for the new construction, the 
additional money of up to $110 million 
will also include $44 million in other 
capital projects and possibly re-funding 
existing bonds.

Astorino said the medical center 
project will also fit in well with the 
proposed North 60, which would be 
mostly on county land near the site. 
That project calls for more than a couple 
million square feet of mixed uses, 
including science and medical research 
space. 

“It really signifies that Westchester is 
a hub for healthcare, great healthcare, 
in the New York metropolitan region,” 
Astorino said. 

An artist’s rendering of  the $230 million 
ambulatory care pavilion that is scheduled to 
open before the end of  2018.

County LCD Approves Funding for W’chester Med Center Expansion
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add vibrancy (to the town).”
In addition to Whole Foods and Life 

Time, another 10 to 12 tenants have 
signed leases or intend to sign leases 
for smaller spaces that comprise the 
remainder of 120,000 square feet of retail, 
Charney said. While names of companies 
and tenants have not been released, there 
will be a bank and at least one restaurant.

Summit/Greenfield also expects work 
to begin this year on the 28 affordable units 
in the cupola building. The developer 
still needs to receive final approval for 
the reworked 91-townhouse plan in the 
project’s East Village, but expects that to 

be approved this year as well. Charney 
said construction of the townhouses will 
likely begin next year.

Redevelopment of the campus is a 
critical step for Westchester, said Deputy 
County Executive Kevin Plunkett, who 
attended the groundbreaking. He said 
Chappaqua Crossing is a worthy successor 
to Dewitt and Lila Wallace’s vision, the 
couple who developed Reader’s Digest at 
the site.

“To think that this iconic Reader’s 
Digest building…for many, many decades 
a symbol of the success and the hard 
work of people in Westchester County, 
today is starting to be prepared for a new 

generation,” Plunkett said.
Charney said attracting the highly 

sought after Whole Foods was a crucial 
moment for Summit/Greenfield, which 
helped the proposal gain momentum 
during its review. Feedback from the 
public emphasized the high level of 
interest in Whole Foods in northern 
Westchester, said Mark Sinatra, a company 
spokesman. Whole Foods operates three 
other locations in the county – Yonkers, 
Port Chester and White Plains.

“This will open up great job 
opportunities for the area and great 
partnerships,” Sinatra said.

Other project features include 

improvements to the Horace Greeley 
High School driveway, located across the 
street on the Roaring Brook Road side of 
the property, and creation of a roundabout 
at Route 117 and Roaring Brook Road to 
improve traffic flow and ease congestion.

Summit/Greenfield is leasing the 
Wallace Auditorium to the town for $1 as 
a municipal performing arts center. New 
Castle has an option to buy the facility.

The decade-long review of Chappaqua 
Crossing started with more than 300 
housing units and featured multiple 
residential-only iterations, with Summit/
Greenfield reducing the number of units 
each time. 

In early 2011, the New Castle Town 
Board approved 111 units, including 20 
affordable residences in the residential 
East Village, but Summit/Greenfield 
sued after believing it was on track for 
approvals for 199 units.

The town and developer compromised 
by agreeing to a timetable of review 
that didn’t assure approvals but 
would eventually guarantee a vote. 
Meanwhile, during former supervisor 
Susan Carpenter’s administration, the 
town proposed including retail at the 
site. Later on, planning board member 
Thomas Curley suggested a traditional 
neighborhood design for the retail 
component, which was approved.

The town board approved a rezone 
in December 2014 for a portion of the 
property to allow the 120,000 square feet 
of retail space. Final approval was granted 
by the planning board in December.

Summit/Greenfield Breaks Ground on Chap Crossing Development
continued from page 1

She said the village board has sent 
town e-mail blasts to residents and 
announced the drive at last week’s board 
meeting. Easton said this crisis could 
happen anywhere. 

“Mayor Cindrich has stated that it’s of 
great concern any time we see and feel 
the effects of environmental injustices 
that affect the quality of life for anyone 
in their community,” she said. 

For more information on how to 
donate, contact Anne Rushing from St. 
Francis AME Zion Church at 914-241-
1840; Pauletta Reese from Bethel Baptist 
Church at 914-241-7151 or Loen Amer 
from Bet Torah at 914-666-7595. 

Mt. Kisco Houses of 
Worship Stage Water 
Drive to Help Flint
continued from page 1

A rendering of  the Whole Foods at Chappaqua 
Crossing, which is scheduled to open next year.
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The Crossett Family and Staff
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials last Tuesday 

grappled with how they should pay for 
the planned downtown Chappaqua 
infrastructure and streetscape 
improvement projects without exceeding 
the tax cap and jeopardizing property 
taxpayers’ rebates.

The town board received an analysis 
from DPW Commissioner Gerry 
Moerschell regarding the scope of work 
and Comptroller Robert Deary on the 
various financing options for the roughly 
$10 million initiative.

Moerschell told officials that while 
the underground replacements of the 
water, sewer and drain lines are essential 
and will improve flooding conditions 
in downtown Chappaqua, it will not 
completely solve the problem. 

“From a strictly public works function 
and infrastructure function, we need to 
replace the water, the sewer, the drain 
lines and we need to replace the roadway 
curb to curb,” Moerschell said. “Anything 
else that’s done is good and will beautify 
the community and is welcome. But 
we need to figure out how to do it cost-
efficiently and how we can keep it under 
the tax cap.”

Staying beneath the tax cap is critical 
this year for the town because in order 
for property owners to receive their tax 
rebate for fiscal year 2016, the third and 

final year of the state’s tax freeze program. 
Capital projects count toward cap 
expenditures for municipalities.

Deary said that when a previous town 
board discussed the infrastructure and 
streetscape project about five or six years 
ago it was estimated to cost between $6 
million and $6.5 million. However, town 
officials at the time postponed the work 
until a future date because downtown 
merchants were still reeling from the 
upheaval caused by the Route 120 bridge 
replacement project.

The latest estimates submitted two weeks 
ago by WSP Sells, the town’s consultant, 
listed water system improvement costs at 
$1,215,700, sanitary sewer system work 
at $1,469,800 and the drainage work at 
$1,140,600.

The curb-to-curb roadway 
improvements have been pegged at just 
over $2.5 million while the streetscape 
and lighting upgrades are projected at 
$2,463,400. Factor in another $410,000 
for field change improvements and it 
pushes the estimate to $9,212,300.

However, WSP Sells neglected to 
include another $1.5 million for a full-
time engineering inspector that will help 
keep the projected 18-month timeframe 
for the work on schedule. Moerschell 
urged the town to make the hire because 
of the expense, scope and potential impact 
on the hamlet.

“I’m extremely disappointed that the 
number wasn’t included before,” said 
Town Administrator Jill Shapiro. “Had 
we not asked we would not have known 
and we’re not in the position of being $1.5 
million off on a project like this.”

With the extra expense and difficulty 
adhering to the cap, the town board 
appeared ready last week to scrap burial 
of the overhead utility lines, which would 
cost another $3 million to $5 million and 
add an additional year to the project.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said 
officials learned that it wouldn’t even 
guarantee the downtown would maintain 
power in the event of a weather-related 
event.

Deary said he would recommend the 
town use $1.5 million from the town’s 
$6.6 million water fund balance and $1 
million from the $5.4 million general 
fund balance to go toward the downtown 
work.

However, that would leave a large 
majority of the project to be bonded. For 
every $1 million borrowed, it is estimated 
it would cost New Castle $63,000 in debt 
service, Deary said.

“It’s about complying with the cap,” he 
said. “It’s not that (the tax rate) wouldn’t 
even be palatable, or based on the revenue 
that will probably come in in stages. 
It’s the fact that it’s not necessarily cap 
compliant.”

Another option is borrowing piecemeal, 
although the town risks having rising 
interest rates increase the project’s cost. 
Deary has conservatively projected a 2.75 
percent interest rate. 

Councilman Jeremy Saland 
recommended the town use the $1.5 
million Chappaqua Crossing developer 
Summit/Greenfield has pledged toward 
the Chap Line, a mile-and-a-half walking 
path connecting the recently approved 
mixed-used development and downtown. 

Language in the town’s approval does 
not limit that money to only be used for 
the Chap Line but other improvements 
that could help the existing business 
hamlets, he asserted.

“While the Chap Line may be a valuable 
addition to our town, to build this path 
and shoulder its future expenses when 
we face busting the tax cap to pay for an 
approximately $10 million infrastructure 
project is simply irresponsible,” Saland 
said.

Councilman Adam Brodsky, liaison to 
the Downtown Streetscape Committee, 
said the group has already been stripping 
away features. Exceeding the cap is an 
issue the board must debate.

“If the vanilla project is still going to get 
us over the cap, then we’re going to have 
some conversations as a board because 
if we’re over the cap, we’re over the cap,” 
Brodsky said.

New Castle Wrestles Over Downtown Chappaqua Work Financing
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Support), a new support peer group for 
family members of those battling mind-
altering substances such as drugs or 
alcohol in the village and surrounding 
communities. 

The group meets Mondays at the United 
Methodist Church of Pleasantville from 7 
to 9 p.m. Residents are free to drop in any 
time during those two hours. All meetings 
are confidential and are run by a licensed 
substance abuse counselor.

Pleasantville C.A.R.E.S. is separate from 
Pleasantville STRONG, which sponsors 

an assortment of forums and events to 
educate parents and young people about 
substance abuse.

“What I’ve come to learn from 
Pleasantville STRONG. forums is that 
there is a real need for this,” Griffin-
Wagner said. “The people that need this are 
way past those forums. In most cases they 
are parents of children who have a serious 
problem or are heading down a bad track. 
They are way past learning about binge 
drinking, they’re in it.”

The group is part of a larger network 
started in Connecticut by former educator 

Donna DeLuca. DeLuca worked at the 
same high school as current Pleasantville 
High School Principal Joe Palumbo, who 
put her in touch with Griffin-Wagner.

DeLuca started the C.A.R.E.S. program 
out of necessity. Two of her four children 
developed substance abuse issues in 
Newtown and she found there were 
no support  groups focused on parents 
facing similar issues anywhere near her in 
western Connecticut.

“I wanted to be with other parents,” 
DeLuca said. “I can empathize with 
someone whose spouse was using, but I 
can really empathize with another parent. 
When I started the first group, I was 
principal of a Catholic elementary school 
and my 19-year-old son was sticking a 
needle in his arm, and that was unheard of 
back in 2003.”

Pleasantville is the fourth chapter, with 
a fifth starting soon in Ridgefield, Conn. 
C.A.R.E.S. assists parents and other family 
members with finding counselors and 
quality detox rehab facilities for their loved 
ones on short notice, something DeLuca 
had trouble doing for her children. The 
groups share information on matters such 
as insurance options.

“You want to at least once a week speak 
with like-minded parents who are good 
parents whose children were inflicted 
with the disease of addiction, not through 
any bad character but maybe just genetic 
predisposition,” DeLuca said.

Griffin-Wagner said parents often suffer 
from guilt over their children’s problems. 
Hearing from other parents in similar 
situations can help remove stigma.

“You can do everything right as a parent 
and still end up with a dead child,” she said. 
“But that’s not what everyone thinks when 
they’re in the middle of it. They think, 
‘What did I do?’”

Aiding DeLuca with the group is her son 
Matt, 29, a recovering opioid addict. He 
said expanding into Westchester is part of 
a larger plan to bring support groups into 
as many communities as possible. 

“I can offer the unique perspective 
of someone who has been through the 
process of addiction and come out on the 
other side, and offer hope to people going 
through it now or education for people 
worried they might be going through it in 
the near future,” Matt DeLuca said.

DeLuca said he started using opioid 
painkillers recreationally with friends 
before becoming an addict. He said he often 
finds himself telling parents that addiction 
is a disease, not a moral deficiency. 

“These are sick people, and changing 
peoples’ mindset to think of addiction as 
a disease is very important to me,” he said.

Additional information can be found at 
www.thecaresgroup.org. The group also 
has a Facebook page at www.Facebook.
com/thecaresgroup. 

New P’ville Support Group Aims to Help Families Tackling Addiction
continued from page 1
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Mt. Kisco St. Patrick’s Day Parade Set 
for This Saturday

The Ancient Order of Hibernians 
Frank H. Fox Division 16 in Mount Kisco 
will be holding its annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade this Saturday, March 12 down 
Main Street. The parade kicks off on 
Moore Avenue at 2 p.m. The parade will 
be preceded by the annual at St. Francis 
of Assisi Church at the corner of Green 
Street and Main Street at 11:30 a.m. 

The Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
Division 16, is a nonprofit organization 
formed on Sept. 13, 1891, comprised 
of men of Irish descent and practicing 
Roman Catholics living in northern 

Westchester. The division has a long 
and distinguished history of serving 
different community groups and 
hosting the annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade. Membership is also available for 
the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians.

Event sponsors this year are 
the Society of Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick, Cassidy Flynn Funeral Home, 
Chappaqua Transportation, Whalen’s 
Moving & Storage and Hudson Valley 
Bank. 

For more information, visit www.
aohdiv16.org.
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By Neal Rentz
The Mount Kisco Village Board 

launched its review last week of a two-
story commercial building proposal 
which the developer’s representatives 
have described as a “gateway” building 
for the village. 

Win Development is seeking to 
tear down the structure that housed 
the former Eduardo’s restaurant and 
is currently home to Terra Rustica 
Due Italian restaurant to construct an 
8,146-square-foot building at 77-91 S. 
Moger Ave.

No company has committed to move 
to the site, but Win Development 
co-owner Todd Albright said he has 
spoken with computer giant Apple and 
financial investment advisory firms 
about becoming the proposed building’s 
tenant.

Charles Martabano, an attorney 
representing the developer, said the 
building could be a spark for the 
downtown and lead to the occupancy of 
vacant commercial space.

The site is a .26-acre parcel in the 
Central Business District zone. Win 
Development appeared before the 
village board on Feb. 29 because it needs 
permission to use about 200 square feet 

of village-owned property. Martabano 
said the developer wants the building 
to be accessible to pedestrians from 
Shoppers Park, which is located behind 
the building. 

A special use permit from the 
planning board is required because the 
proposed building would be larger than 
8,000 square feet. A wetlands permit 
would also be needed because there 

would be encroachment into the buffer. 
The building’s exterior would be zinc 

coated copper or stone.
Village board members supported the 

proposal. 
“It looks like a great design,” Deputy 

Mayor Anthony Markus said. 
Cindrich, who was also supportive 

of the project, said he prefers a single 
entrance and exit to the site, rather than 
having the current setup of a separate 

entrance and exit. One exit and entrance 
would create greater traffic safety in the 
area, he said. 

The developer’s representatives agreed 
to Cindrich’s request of providing the 
board with a site plan in the near future. 

Win Development also needs a 
variance from the zoning board of 
appeals because the developer is seeking 
12 parking spaces for the site, two less 
than what is required for the zone.

Kisco Avenue Bridge Replacement 
Underway Over Saw Mill

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Charles Martabano, an attorney representing Win 
Development, referes to an artist’s rendering of  
the two-story commercial building being proposed 
for South Moger Avenue at last week’s Mount 
Kisco Village Board meeting.

Mt. Kisco Trustees Review Commercial Building Proposal
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The replacement of the Kisco Avenue 
bridge is underway off the Saw Mill 
River Parkway in Mount Kisco and is 
expected to be completed in August 
2017.

State Department of Transportation 
(DOT) spokeswoman Gina DiSarro 
said the project to replace the bridge 
that carries vehicles over the parkway, 
began last November.

“The bridge will be reconstructed in 
stages to accommodate parkway traffic, 
resulting in several shifts to the traffic 
pattern over the project duration,” 
DiSarro said. “Two lanes of traffic in 
each direction on the Saw Mill River 
Parkway will be maintained during 

traffic peak hours.” 
There will be lanes closed during off-

peak hours, she said. 
The bridge replacement project 

includes several tasks, installation 
of new foundations, substructures, 
superstructures and approach slabs, 
DiSarro said. Reconstruction of the 
approach roadway is necessary to 
connect existing roadways to the new 
bridges, she said.

Acceleration and deceleration lanes 
for the ramps, construction of a noise 
wall and rebuilding the median will also 
be done, DiSarro said. 

—Neal Rentz
SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS   914-864-0878
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MaryBeth Arcuri
MaryBeth Arcuri of Brewster and 

formerly of Mount Vernon died on March 
2.

She was 81.
Arcuri was born on Jan. 9, 1935, to the 

late George and Marion (nee Quigley) 
Burke in Mount Vernon. She was a retired 
registered nurse at St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Yonkers. 

Arcuri was predeceased by her devoted 
husband, Philip A. Arcuri, in 2006. She 
is survived by her loving children, Celia 

(Remo) Carriero of Yonkers, Lisa (Ron) 
Sarno of Thornwood and John Arcuri 
of Carmel; two sisters, Patricia Swetz of 
Pawling, Thelma (Vincent) Giordano 
of Amawalk and George F. Burke of 
New Rochelle; and four cherished 
grandchildren, Juliana and Jeanine 
Carriero and Nicholas and Samantha 
Sarno. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on March 4. A funeral Mass was 
held at Saint Catherine’s Church in Pelham 
on March 5 followed by interment at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery in New Rochelle.

Katherine Boland
Katherine E. Boland of Valhalla died on 

March 1. 
She was 97.
Boland was born on Sept. 16, 1918, 

to the late James and Katherine (nee 
Laughlin) Boland in White Plains. She 
was a retired mortgage banker in White 
Plains. She was a member of the New York 
State Women, Inc., Ladies of Charity and 
New York Grace LeGendre Endowment 
Fund, Inc. and was a former parishioner 
of St. John the Evangelist Church in 
White Plains. 

Boland is survived by her niece, Cheryl 
L. Boland-Forte, of Valhalla. She was 
predeceased by her sister, Jean B. Gauzza, 
in 2005 and by her brother, Charles H. 
Boland, in 2006. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on today (Tuesday) from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. A funeral Mass was held at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Chapel at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne at 1:30 
p.m. followed by interment. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to either 
Rosary Hill Home, Hawthorne, N.Y. 
10532 or a charity of your choice would 
be appreciated.

Margaret Sullivan
Margaret M. Sullivan of Valhalla passed 

away peacefully on Feb. 27. 
She was 90.
Sullivan was born on Aug. 11, 1925, to 

the late Austin G. and Nora (nee Mannion) 
Cleary in New York City. She was a 
member of the Mount Pleasant Seniors, 
loved to travel and go see Broadway shows, 
but above all things she cherished the time 
she spent with her family and friends. 

Sullivan was predeceased by her beloved 
husband, Robert T. Sullivan, in 1978 and 
her brother, Austin G. Cleary, in 1992. She 
is survived by her loving children, daughter 
Barbara Gerster (Theodore) of North 
White Plains and sons Robert P. Sullivan 
(Claire) of Madison, Conn. and Thomas P. 
Sullivan (Ann Brown) of Leonia, N.J.; her 

two brothers, John Cleary of Brooklyn and 
Dennis Cleary of Bethany Beach, Del.; her 
seven cherished grandchildren, Maryclaire 
Capetta (Daniel), Robert Gerster (Margot), 
Katherine Walters (Michael), James 
Sullivan (Carolina), Michael Sullivan, Sean 
Sullivan and Emily Sullivan; her five great-
grandchildren, Cassandra, Patrick, Mateo, 
Lucas and Phoebe; and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on March 2. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Name of Jesus Church in Valhalla 
on March 3 followed by interment at Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in her name 
to the American Heart Association, 3020 
Westchester Ave., Purchase, N.Y. 10577 
would be appreciated. 

Hal Caldwell
Hal (Harold) Caldwell of Pleasantville 

died peacefully on Feb. 27. 
He was 88.
Caldwell was born in Mount Vernon 

and proudly served in the Army Air Corps 
immediately after World War II. He was 
a longtime car salesman, working for 
many dealerships throughout Westchester 
until his retirement. With his beloved 

wife Harriet, who died in 2012, he then 
sold watches, ties and other items at flea 
markets and shows across the area. 

Caldwell is survived by his daughters, 
Mindy Stoller and Susan Ostrow, and sons-
in-law Bill Stoller and Bob Ostrow, all of 
Pleasantville, and grandsons Matt Greiss 
and James and Rory Ostrow. 

Funeral services were held on March 1 
at Hawthorne Funeral Home followed by 
internment at King David Cemetery in 
Putnam Valley. 

 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

        

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F  Flooks, Jr.    & William J  Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com

BF 
EEC ER F O KS FUNERA  HOME  I C  

        

rsonally Owned a d S pervised B  

              lliam F  Fl k  Jr     lliam J  Fl k                  
                         o rietor              en d F l Di t                              

aring for our c mmunity si ce 1 28 
e s nal a d C m lete F neral S rvi e 

 B df d R d Pl ill  NY 10 70 7 00 1 

ww b cherfl oksfh com

“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Obituaries



March 8 - March 14, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com 9

By Arthur Cusano
State Sen. Terrence Murphy 

(R-Yorktown) is defending himself 
after a published report last week stated 
that his family’s restaurant owed more 
than $100,000 in back taxes and raised 
questions over the lawmaker’s tax filings.

An investigative piece in The Journal 
News published on March 3 reported 
that the establishment, Murphy’s Irish 
Restaurant in Yorktown Heights, owed 
just over $117,000 in back taxes, having 
not paid town property taxes since early 
2013.

The article also reported that Murphy 
hid his ownership in two separate 
corporations: one that owned the liquor 
license and another that served as the 
landlord. The property is assessed at 
$1.16 million, with Murphy owning 30 
percent. Tax liens have been placed on 
the property for 2013 and 2014.

A second article alleges that Murphy 
did not name four other corporations 
under his name unrelated to the 
restaurant and that he under-reported 
his family income by almost 70 percent 
and under-reported his commercial real 
estate by more than $4 million. 

Murphy said he was unaware of the 
owed taxes and said Patrick Murphy, 
his brother, handles the day-to-day 
operations of the popular establishment.

Murphy’s Chief of Staff Matt Slater 

called the allegations “old news,” and said 
any mistakes would soon be corrected. 

“Almost a month ago, the Murphy 
family publicly acknowledged that their 
family restaurant exercised the legal 
option to pay their overdue taxes late 
with interest and penalties, a situation the 
restaurant’s business manager, Patrick 
Murphy, has confirmed multiple times,” 
Slater stated. “After the Senate’s ethics 
training session for senators last week, 
Sen. Murphy proactively approached the 
Legislative Ethics Commission to review 
his financial disclosure. The issue with 
Sen. Murphy’s disclosure report is that of 
form over substance.”

Murphy said last Thursday his family 
would pay the money back as soon as 
they can.

“My brother Pat’s in charge of it 
and I’m busy between Albany and my 
chiropractic business and my three little 
kids, but that’s no excuse,” Murphy said. 
“The bottom line is that it’s a family-
owned business and we’re behind on our 
back taxes and we have all intentions of 
paying for it. Unfortunately, we can’t do 
it tomorrow but we’ve been working on 
it.”

Murphy said he believed the report 
was politically motivated.

“Some people like to pour salt on a 
wound,” Murphy said. “If they wanted 
to embarrass our family, well, God bless, 

they’ve done a good job.”
Both of Murphy’s Democratic 

rivals took aim at the senator over the 
allegations. Andrew Falk of Patterson 
called for Murphy to step down from the 
Senate Ethics Committee.

“Terrence Murphy is on the Senate 
Ethics Committee where he should be 
a watchdog, not a potential subject of 
investigation himself,” Falk stated in 
a release. “I call for him to step down 
from the committee or be removed. 
An investigation on why he filed 
false financial documents should be 
conducted. Not listing six corporations 
where the senator’s financial interest in 
total is more than two million dollars 
begs the question, what is Terrence 
Murphy hiding and why did he work so 
hard to deceive the public? The public 
deserves ethical and honest elected 
officials and Terrence Murphy failed on 
both counts.”

Fellow Democratic state Senate 
candidate Debbie Carter Costello of 
Cortlandt said she was outraged by the 
report.

“It is a slap in the face to the residents 
of the 40th Senate District that Terrence 
Murphy feels he is above the law by 
not paying $117,000 in taxes, and did 
not report his own outside income as 
required by law, even after Sen. Skelos 
and Speaker Silver were convicted on 
charges related to their own outside 
income,” Costello stated.

Costello said she would not accept any 
outside income if elected next November.

Murphy Defends Himself in Tax Spat; Blames Brother for Delinquency

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
State Sen. Terrence Murphy is the subject of  an 
investigation over unpaid property taxes on his 
family’s restaurant.
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County Police/Mount Kisco

Feb. 29: Report of a woman having a 
panic attack at the Mount Kisco Medical 
Group offices at 9:45 a.m. She was 
transported by ambulance to Northern 
Westchester Hospital.

Feb. 29: Report of a downed utility 
pole and wires on Boltis Street at 10:32 
a.m. Police secured the area until Verizon 
arrived to make repairs.

Feb. 29: Police responded to Radio 
Circle at 5:47 p.m. on a report that debris 
was blocking the roadway. An officer 
removed a large cardboard box and foam 
packing material from the street.

March 1: A 56-year-old woman was 
feeling dizzy at Target on North Bedford 
Road at 12:09 p.m. She was transported 
by ambulance to Northern Westchester 
Hospital.

March 1: Report of a suspicious man 
taking photos in the vicinity of Moore 
Avenue and Spring Street at 9:18 p.m. 
The person taking the photos was actually 
a Mount Kisco Building Department 
employee on official business.

March 2: A 13-year-old who was home 
alone called police at 7:55 p.m. after 
she thought she heard someone come 
through the front door of the Highland 
Avenue residence. Responding officers 
found no entry had been made. 

March 3: Police were summoned to a 
Victoria Drive residence at 12:50 a.m. 
to assist a 79-year-old man who was 
coughing up blood. He was transported 
to Northern Westchester Hospital. 

March 4: Police located a homeless 
woman in the vicinity of Kensico Drive at 
12:48 p.m. after receiving a call from an 
acquaintance concerned for her welfare. 

The woman was taken to Northern 
Westchester Hospital for evaluation.

March 4: Police responded to a 
Carpenter Avenue residence at 4:40 
p.m. on a report of a dispute between 
neighbors over loud music. 

North Castle Police Department

Feb. 26: Report pursuit of a vehicle 
that failed to comply on I-684 at 3:50 a.m. 
State police were notified and dispatched 
units and a hotline message was sent 
to surrounding police agencies. The 
vehicle involved, a dark-colored luxury 
vehicle, possibly a Mercedes Benz with 
Connecticut registration, may have ties 
to the Savage Gang, which has recently 
committed crimes in the area.

Feb. 26: An Ilana Court resident 
reported at 7:32 a.m. that his unlocked 

car was rifled through sometime 
overnight. The complainant stated that 
his wallet and some clothing were stolen.

Feb. 26: Report of sixth youths 
climbing the Kensico Dam at 4:28 p.m. 
Police from Mount Pleasant, the county 
and the Department of Environmental 
Protection were notified.

March 1: Report of a large boulder 
in the middle of Mead Road at 5:45 
p.m. The boulder was cleared from the 
roadway.

March 1: A caller reported at 6:46 
p.m. that she hit a boulder on Bedford 
Banksville Road and requested assistance. 
The responding officers reported that the 
vehicle and boulder have been removed 
from the road.

March 2: An officer reported removing 
a chair from the roadway on Route 22 
and the Rye Lake Bridge at 10:56 a.m.
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DEP Internships Available for Science, Engineering Students
The New York City Department 

of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
encourages college students to apply for 
one of 21 summer internships at offices 
throughout the watershed. The vast 
majority of these opportunities are paid 
internships in the fields related to science 
and engineering. 

Those accepted into the summer 

internship program will have the chance 
to work alongside scientists, engineers, 
planners and other professionals who help 
run the water supply for the largest city in 
the United States. 

The available intern positions include 
summer work associated with upstate 
water quality laboratories, water quality 
field operations, engineering, wastewater 

facilities, community water connections, 
wildlife biology, natural resources, 
stormwater management and science and 
research. The internships are located at 
DEP’s offices in Delaware, Sullivan, Ulster 
and Westchester counties. 

Prospective interns are encouraged to 
carefully read the qualifications for each 
job to determine whether they meet the 

enrollment, GPA, coursework and other 
requirements. Candidates must submit 
applications by Apr. 1. 

Information about these internships, 
including online applications, can be 
found at www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/
job_opportunities/icims_internships.
shtml. 
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

On March 3, 2016, Republican 
presidential candidate Ted Cruz once 
again dominated the Fox News Republican 
debate on substance. He was clearly the 
most intelligent, most informed and most 
conservative candidate on the stage who 
gave the best answers, and did not engage 
in ad homonym attacks despite what the 
dolts in the media are saying.

When Fox News started these circus 
sideshows they call debates, they 
defended the in-fighting by saying they 
need to “vet” the differences between 
the candidates. They effectively told 
the victims of Trump’s unprecedented 
personal attacks to suck it up. Now that 
Trump is getting attacked personally by 
Rubio, and on substance by Cruz, the 

media is painting Trump as a victim.
There is something bigger going on here 

when alleged self-proclaimed conservative 
leaders like Rush Limbaugh, Sean 
Hannity, Mike Savage, Steve Malzberg and 
others are supporting Trump, who by any 
measure is not a conservative. They are 
ignoring the tried and true conservative 
Ted Cruz. Wearing my conspiracy hat, I 
propose something not so far-fetched. 
The personalities previously mentioned, 
and all of the media, are not concerned 
about supporting the best candidate. 
The news media is not about the truth, 
but about entertainment. Everyone who 
makes their living according to media 
ratings sees Donald Trump as a president 
that will give them countless entertaining 

sound bites and turn the White House 
into the new studios for the reality show 
“The Presidential Celebrity Apprentice.” 
These faux conservative representatives 
are leading the lemmings in the electorate, 
along with the rest of us, off a cliff. They 
are fiddling as this country continues to 
burn. 

Every election cycle since Reagan the 
Republican Party has failed to nominate a 
real constitutional conservative, and we’ve 
watched a progressive agenda continue to 
contribute to the decline of this country. 
With a choice between Donald Trump 
and Hillary Clinton nothing will change.

Richard Rocco Panetta
North White Plains

When is a municipality that is 
seemingly in good fiscal health actually 
in dire straits?

The answer is when it needs to pay for 
millions of dollars in essential capital 
projects, has the reserves and the bond 
rating to gather the funds but doesn’t feel 
it can’t spend the necessary dollars.

Welcome to the conundrum that 
faces the Town of New Castle as it 
painstakingly tries to improve downtown 
Chappaqua but may have to cut corners  
to get the job done. 

Actually, the town can spend and 
borrow what officials think is needed 
but then risks irking a portion of its 
electorate for ignoring the tax cap and 
blowing what would likely be the last of 
three years of property tax rebates. 

It also has the option to do some 
creative bookkeeping, such as staggering 
its borrowing along with trimming 
some of the more optional downtown 
improvements, ticking off other residents 
and merchants who might conclude the 
town isn’t doing enough to help its key 
central business district.

Through three administrations and 
years of waiting and planning, town 

officials are poised to go out to bid 
later this year. The scheduled work 
includes replacing water mains that 
are nearing a century old and prone to 
breaks, improving drainage in hopes of 
alleviating some downtown flooding and 
beautifying downtown Chappaqua.

The essential work – improving 
drainage and water and sewer service 
and the downtown roads – would cost 
more than $6.3 million alone, according 
to the latest estimates. That wouldn’t 
include any downtown beautification or 
the suddenly added expense of having to 
pay up to $1.5 million to have an on-site 
engineering inspector to make sure the 
contractors meet the work schedule.

This isn’t a New Castle problem. It’s a 
dilemma that thousands of communities 
across the state now face thanks to the 
tax cap and the added gimmick of the tax 
freeze/rebate, which is meant to have the 
state hover over local governments. 

Meanwhile, Albany is as corrupt as 
ever with the former Assembly speaker 
and Senate majority leader being found 
guilty of corruption in recent months.

If it’s assumed that the tax cap is here 
to stay, the state must amend the portion 

of the law to allow for expenses relating 
to necessary capital improvements to be 
exempted from the tax levy. There can 
even be an independent commission 
to evaluate whether projects are 
actually essential, so luxury items aren’t  
mysteriously included.

Since Gov. Andrew Cuomo has been 
negligent in persuing mandate relief – 
he hardly even acknowledges that it’s 
needed – exemption of capital projects  
may be the best hope to make sure our 
infrastructure doesn’t crumble. 

Hats Off to P’ville M.S., Byram Hills
There are many students in local 

schools who are doing great things. The 
Examiner wants to salute two teams in 
particular this week – the Pleasantville 
Middle School team that won the 
regional Science Olympiad on Feb. 27 
and is headed to the state championship 
this week and the Byram Hills High 
School basketball team on its way to the 
state Final Four. 

Congratulations on your 
accomplishments and good luck in your 
next competition.

Letters to the Editor

Editorial
New Castle Infrastructure Financing Choices Highlight Tax Cap Absurdity

Media Wants Trump as Republican Nominee for a Ratings Bonanza
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

Earlier in February, President Obama 
nominated John King (gasp!) to be 
permanent head of the U.S. Department 
of Education. For those that do not 
remember (how could you not if you have 
children in public school) and regardless 
of what you think about the Common 
Core, John King and Meryl Tisch were 
at the helm of one of the worst rollouts 
of changes in education policy and 
curriculum in New York State history! 

This is not an exaggeration.  
At the same time, he met his opponents 

and commentators (including children) 
with disdain and indifference. He clearly 
left the state with this opportunity in 
mind and knew if he stayed in New York 
he would go down in flames and have to 
resign as has happened with Ms. Tisch. 
For those not familiar, Mr. King met the 
Peter Principle head on and will continue 
to do so as these jobs are above his 

level of competence. Sen. Schumer and 
Sen. Gillibrand, we will be watching on 
March 9 to see if you approve Mr. King’s 
nomination. If so, we will remember this 
as we go to the voting booths next time.  

Larry Boes
Pleasantville

Larry Boes is a Pleasantville Board of 
Education trustee.

King the Wrong Choice to Lead U.S. Department of Education
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By Martin Wilbur
Michael Villucci is quite familiar with 

the effects that Alzheimer’s can have on 
a person’s life and their family. Villucci’s 
grandmother was diagnosed with the 
dreaded disease nearly a decade ago, and 
fortunately for much of that time she’s been 
able to retain her memory.

So the 19-year-old NYU cinema studies 
student and Thornwood resident jumped 
at the chance to use his developing 
filmmaking skills to produce three short 
documentaries last summer, each featuring 
a brief story of an Alzheimer’s patient at 
Morningside Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center in the Bronx.

Staff at the facility had been looking to 
take on the project for some time. That 
opportunity didn’t present itself until 
Villucci’s aunt, who knows some of the 
people in charge at the facility, told them 
about her nephew’s major and filmmaking 
abilities.

“I saw a lot of good opportunities to give 
back to the families, kind of like a parting 
gift for the loved one that could be done, 
like a last testament of some sort,” Villucci 

said. “I see it as I’m trying to make peace, 
have families at peace, and I’m in a position 
to do something like that.” 

Villucci’s goal for the two- to five-minute 
films was to capture each individual’s 
personality, not cram someone’s life story 
into a brief film. He sat with each person 
for about five 10-minute sessions, asking 
them a series of questions. 

The responses from each helped shape 
the direction of the mini documentaries. In 
one instance, it was a quick story about the 
person’s remembrances in chronological 
order while for another it focused entirely 
on their involvement in the 1960s Civil 
Rights movement.

Having loved all sorts of films and 
programming since a young age, the 
volunteer exercise demonstrated to 
Villucci the power of film and the potential 
for impact and longevity.

“You kind of don’t know how long it’s 
going to last,” Villucci said. “It could be 
around for 200, 300 years, so I’ve created 
these films, eight months ago, nine months 
ago, 10 months ago. The family could still 
have them in 50 years, 100 years. I don’t 

know. I hope maybe some 
ancestor down the road that 
sees these films knows their 
relative, their ancestor.”

The films have been 
released to the families 
and the feedback has been 
positive. It has also provided 
Villucci with the impetus to 
make a similar film with his 
grandmother while she still 
can.

Despite the comfort 
with which Villucci 
completed the project with 
Morningside while juggling 
three other part-time jobs. 

The oldest of four boys 
in his family, he said after watching the 
original “Star Wars” and its sequels while 
growing up he had a good idea what he 
wanted to pursue.

“It’s just everything just comes all 
together into one film,” Villucci remarked 
about the nearly 40-year-old classic. “It’s 
just the ultimate experience and really 
turned me on to film.”

But he doesn’t have a favorite genre. 
His list of films that he enjoys also include 
“Cinema Paradiso,” for example,.

“I’m a consumer of media,” he said. “If I 
like it, I like it, if I don’t, I don’t. It doesn’t 
matter the genre or anything like that. I 
have an open mind.”

After attending Westlake High School 
for one year, Villucci transferred to The 

Harvey School in Katonah. 
It was there that he began 
to hone his filmmaking 
skills in a video class. He 
stood out because many of 
his classmates didn’t take 
the course seriously.

“The teacher was very 
enthusiastic about me 
because I was the only 
one who had the passion 
for it in the class,” he said. 
“I know many students 
wanted to take it to get an 
easy A and stuff like that.” 

Villucci attended Marist 
for his freshman year. He 

enjoyed going there but 
decided to pursue his dream of going to 
film school. His application to NYU was 
his only one and would have remained at 
Marist had he not been admitted.

In addition to his work at Morningside, 
he has worked at the Ronald McDonald 
House on the campus of Westchester 
Medical Center, partially because his father 
works in healthcare and because a friend 
was diagnosed with cancer at 10 years old.

Villucci plans to continue pursuing 
filmmaking and hopes to continue to 
make a difference in the community.

“I like to do what I’m passionate about,” 
he said. “I’m passionate about Alzheimer’s, 
I’m passionate about cancer, so I just like to 
help people any way I can.”

know your
Neighbor

Michael Villucci, Film Student
Thornwood

Safety is much more than a job for our engineers. Rob Andersen is a Navy veteran, control room 
supervisor at Indian Point, and father of three children. Today, after a $1 billion investment that 
added layers upon layers of safety and security throughout the plant, Rob is helping to run one 
of the safest nuclear facilities in the U.S. 

Discover more about Indian Point at RightForNewYork.com

“ He’s one big reason I never 
compromise on safety.” Rob Andersen 

Control Room Supervisor
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WHITE WINE (750ml)                   WAS NOW  
CUPCAKE chardonnay       $10  $8.49 
ECCO DOMANI pinot grigio      $12  $9.49 
MIONETTO prosecco       $15  $11.99 
LAURENT PERRIER brut NV      $45  $35.99 
CUNE rioja blanco monopole     $15  $11.99 
BUTTER chardonnay       $17  $12.99 
SIMI chardonnay        $17  $13.99 
KIM CRAWFORD sauvignon blanc    $17  $13.99 
FESS PARKER chardonnay      $18  $14.99 
LA CREMA chardonnay sonoma     $22  $17.99 
PETITE FONTAINE sancerre      $22  $17.99 
DOM PERIGNON vintage      $185 149.99 
 
SPIRITS          WAS NOW 
SKYY vodka (1L)        $20  $16.99 
DEEP EDDY (1L) vodka plain & flavors   $25  $19.99 
GREY GOOSE (1L) vodka      $45  $39.99 
SVEDKA vodka (1.75L)       $23  $19.99 
TITO’S vodka (1.75L)       $34  $29.99  
ST. PAUL gin (1L)         $15  $12.49  
FAMILIA CAMARENA tequila blanco & reposado (1L) $25  $21.99 
CASAMIGOS tequila blanco (1L)     $56  $49.99 
BALVENIE 12YR (750ml)      $60  $56.99 
JOHNNIE WALKER BLACK (1.75L)    $75  $67.99 
BUFFALO TRACE bourbon (750ml)    $33  $26.99 
LARCENY bourbon  (1L)      $36  $29.99 
JAMESON’S irish whiskey (1L)     $40  $34.99

RED WINE (750ml)       WAS NOW 
GNARLY HEAD zinfandel      $11  $8.99 
CLINE zinfandel        $12  $9.49 
WOLFTRAP red blend       $12  $9.49 
ROOT 1 cabernet        $12  $9.49 
DACU tempranillo        $13  $10.49 
NEIL ELLIS left bank blend      $13  $10.49 
BOGLE old vine zinfandel      $13  $10.49 
COLUMBIA CREST H3 les chevaux blend   $15  $11.99 
WATERBROOK malbec       $15  $11.99 
SEAN MINOR pinot noir       $17  $13.99 
BODEGA VIÑA EGUIA rioja reserva     $17  $13.99 
CLINE cashmere blend       $17  $13.99 
FINCA DECERO malbec       $17  $13.99 
HESS SELECT cabernet sauvignon    $19  $14.99 
BODEGA NORTON malbec reserve    $19  $14.99 
JOEL GOTT cabernet sauvignon     $18  $14.99 
NEWTON napa claret       $24  $15.99 
CATENA malbec        $20  $16.99 
COPPOLA diamond claret      $20  $16.99 
MEIOMI pinot noir        $24  $17.99 
OBERON cabernet napa      $25  $19.99 
 
MAGNUMS (1.75L)       WAS NOW 
ZONIN chardonnay & montepulciano    $12  $9.49 
PAPI moscato & cabernet sauvignon    $13  $9.99 
CA’DONINI pinot grigio       $13  $9.99 
CA’DONINI pinot noir       $14  $10.99 
CAVIT pinot grigio        $14  $10.99 
CONO SUR bicicleta pinot noir, cabernet, sauvignon blanc $14  $10.99 
YELLOWTAIL cabernet sauvignon & chardonnay $14  $10.99 
WOODBRIDGE cabernet sauvignon & chardonnay $15  $11.99 
MASCIARELLI montepulciano d’Abruzzo   $19  $14.99 

 

SPRINGTIME IN BEDFORD  
LOOK WHAT’S GROWING!! 

 

FORSYTHIA, DAFFODILS, TULIPS AND…. 

ROSÉ 
COME SEE OUR BLOOMING SELECTION 

741 BEDFORD ROAD BEDFORD HILLS, NEW YORK 10507         914.666.7272         VINEANDCOMPANY.COM  

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY 

SATURDAY 3/12 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT  
WINES OF PORTUGAL 

SATURDAY 3/19 
4PM 

WINE CLASS  
BORDEAUX 101 

SATURDAY 3/26 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT 
 WINES OF AUSTRALIA 

SATURDAY 4/2 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT 
GREECE AND NEW FRONTIERS 

SEE WEBSITE  FOR DETAILS 

Wine fun fact:  Did you know that an open bottle of 
wine stays fresh for 3-5 days?  Whites and rosés 
should be stored in the fridge with a cork.  Reds in a 
cool dark place with a cork. Sparkling wines stay 
fresh 1-3 days in the fridge with a sparkling wine 
stopper.   
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By Martin Wilbur
Finding a responsible landscaper that 

can do the work a homeowner requires 
without feeling they’ve been gypped is a 
reasonable expectation.

Unfortunately, too many residents 
have horror stories to tell of perpetual 
billing without confirmation that some 
or all of the tasks that appear on the 
invoices were actually done.

Last spring James Albis tapped into 
that discontent with the launch of 
Yardhub, a website where property 
owners throughout the metropolitan 
area, including all of Westchester, can 
order landscaping and other outdoor 
services with licensed, reputable firms 
that have been fully vetted and will 
perform only the work that is needed 
when it’s required.

Albis said segments of the landscaping 
industry still operate like “the Wild West,” 
with companies only accepting cash or 
unable or refusing to take credit card or 
debit payments. That sentiment can also 
be compounded by the unpredictability 
of service.

“It’s the only business that spends 
so much money – it’s a $100 billion 
category (annually) – that has a level of 
customer service and a level of customer 
experience that is on par with running a 
lemonade stand,” said Albis, who along 

with Yardhub co-founder Bill Ralph were 
both raised in Yorktown. “But yet people 
fork over tens of thousands of dollars.”

This year Albis has expanded 
Yardhub’s services to include year-round 
outdoor work, including snowplowing 
for the winter and pool cleaning for the 
summer. Consumers can also request 
tree service, masonry work and various 
miscellaneous outdoor tasks such as 
house paining, sealing driveways, roof 
repairs, window cleaning and many 
other jobs.

Customers can order the service they 
need within a minute by establishing 
an account, selecting the type of work 
needed to be done, the date they 
would like to have it accomplished and 
providing a credit card or debit card 
number. Those account numbers are 
held securely by BrainTree Payments, a 
division of PayPal, which Yardhub has 
engaged to handle its transactions.

“We wanted to make it very easy 
on homeowners by focusing on the 
simplicity,” said Albis, now a Somers 
resident. “We provide that convenience 
for customers in their own mind,” Albis 
said. “It’s very easy, it’s transparent, it’s 
one-stop shopping.”

Protecting the consumer is certainly 
one priority. Albis said recently he 
heard from a northern Westchester 

homeowner who received a $7,000 bill 
from her landscaper despite not having 
seen them in six months. Yardhub saves 
the customer time and energy, where 
they don’t have to pursue price quotes on 
their own from individual providers.

However, it’s also to the benefit of the 
service provider, Albis said. Instead of 
waiting weeks and even months for a 
customer to mail a check after receiving 
an invoice, each company is paid within 
48 hours of rendering the service. It 
also provides them a steady stream of 
customers.

“Legitimate business owners are 
signing up with Yardhub because they 
find value in working with us long term,” 
Albis said.

There are also responsibilities for both 
the customer and the vendor. The service 
provider must take photos of their work 
and post them on the Yardhub platform. 
Meanwhile, the customer is asked to 
complete an objective evaluation of 
the work done at their property, which 
is critical to maintaining high quality 
vendors Service providers must maintain 
a rating of at least four stars to remain 
affiliated with Yardhub.

“We rate them as well as the 
homeowners so it’s incumbent upon 
them to do it every time,” Albis said.

On Apr. 1, Yardhub will also be 
introducing a new mobile app for the 
launch of its spring season services.

For more information and the full 
list of services that can be reserved on 
Yardhub, visit www.yardhub.com. 

James Albis, right, with Yardhub co-founder 
Bill Ralph, whose online platform connects 
homeowners to a wide range of  service providers 
for their properties such as landscapers and 
snowplowing and pool cleaning companies that 
are professional, reliable and convenient to use.

Online Platform Brings Outdoor Services to Homeowners’ Fingertips 

 Experience = Success 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-649-1157
(Cell) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 
Please Contact Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 

 And remember - my time is your time. 
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Between a childhood in 
South Philadelphia and an 
early adulthood spent in 
Boston and Brooklyn Heights, 
I never had much exposure 
to birds or birdwatching —
unless sharing the sidewalk 
with flocks of pigeons counts. 

But now, after decades 
of living in a leafy suburb, 
the birds of our region have 
become a regular part of my 
life. 

Our life with birds began 
in a storybook fashion when 
my wife Margaret developed 
a friendship with a cardinal 
who would scrape its beak 
against our bedroom window 
screen every morning until she greeted 
it. The chickadees of the winter would 
make way for the robins and blue jays 
of spring, and autumn would not be 
complete without spotting at least one 
procession of wild turkeys crossing the 
road.

I began to ask my family members, 
some of whom are real ornitho-
enthusiasts, especially my mother-in-
law, what the average homeowner could 
do to help local birds. Their advice is 
condensed here.

First of all, the birds need food. The 
big sack of wild bird seed you can get 

at the supermarket may 
disappoint you if you are 
hoping to see a variety of 
species. House sparrows, a 
species that isn’t native to this 
area, are attracted to the millet 
in most seed mixes, and they 
will usually crowd out other 
birds at the feeder. They are 
cute in their own right, but 
if you want to support other 
types of birds, the millet has 
got to go. Finches like thistle 
and Nyjer in special vertical 
feeders, crows and jays enjoy 
peanuts and many other birds 
like striped shell sunflower 
seeds.

Once your food is laid out, 
you need to protect it from squirrels. 
You have to expect the squirrels to come 
at your birdseed from every conceivable 
direction. What seems to work best is 
to put cone-shaped baffles above and 
below your feeder, and then position 
it far enough away from any surface 
from which a squirrel can launch itself 
laterally. If this doesn’t work, wild 
bird supply stores sell a hot pepper oil 
specially designed to be mixed into bird 
seed, such as Cole’s Flaming Squirrel 
Seed Sauce. The birds can’t taste the 
spice at all, but squirrels hate it.

A few kind souls even set up special 

squirrel feeders in the hopes of keeping 
them well fed to leave the seed alone, 
but I would fear a squirrel invasion if I 
encouraged them.

Now that your birds are fed, you can 
offer them shelter. There are many 
birdhouse-shaped garden accessories 
available, but to truly help the birds 
you will want to research the needs of 
the species you want to attract. Purple 
martins, for example, want to live close 
together, and their birdhouses look like 
apartment buildings. Bluebirds, on the 
other hand, prefer a single birdhouse 
on a pole in a sunny field, 
preferably with a horizontal 
slit for an entrance. Once 
again, house sparrows 
crowd other species, but 
you can discourage them by 
looking for entrance holes 
no bigger than an inch-
and-a-half in diameter. 

For all birds, select 
houses with at least one 
ventilation hole to let heat out, another 
one on the bottom for drainage and a 
rough-surfaced interior to help the 
birds climb out. An overhang over the 
entrance gives them shelter from rain 
and sun, but avoid a perch in front of 
the hole which can help a predator gain 
access.

If you have cats, keep them indoors. 

Cat predation causes the deaths of 
millions of birds a year, and an indoor 
lifestyle is much safer for the cat as well. 
Hawks and owls need food, too, but if 
you don’t want them eating your guests, 
you can help by keeping your feeders 
under the shelter of a tree or deck. 

Finally, think about protecting birds 
from flying into your glass windows or 
doors. One of the less visually obtrusive 
products I have found are window 
alert decals and UV liquid window 
markers. The decals and liquid are 
nearly transparent to us, but birds can 

see them clearly with their 
UV vision. They do have 
to be replaced every six 
months. 

These tips are barely 
an introduction to all you 
can learn when you start 
noticing birds. Eventually 
the interest can grow into 
a most rewarding way to 
reconnect with nature.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog iswww.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

What a Delight to Listen to Our Neighbors Who Tweet

From One Piece to Large Household Residential and Commercial
 Reliable packing techniques

State-of-the- art moving trucks and trailers
because at Afforable we move for you.

Time and time again, people everywhere 
choose us.

120 Fulton Street
White Plains, NY 10606

Dot T11979
US DOT 1049459

Call now for a 
Guaranteed 
price quote!

(914) 769-1159

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR WEEK-
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By Martin Wilbur
North Castle residents may be familiar 

with Town Justice Elyse Lazansky from 
her service on the town bench during the 
past dozen years presiding over criminal 
misdemeanor cases, civil trials and 
adjudicating traffic summonses.

But before her first election to the 
seat in 2003, Lazansky served in the 
Westchester County district attorney’s 
office’s Special Prosecutions Division 
handling highly sensitive sex crimes, 
domestic violence and child abuse cases.

Her time as a prosecutor could be 
difficult work, but Lazansky drew 
satisfaction that she was seeking justice 
for those who didn’t have a voice.

“You are fighting for the rights of 
people who don’t have the wherewithal 
to defend themselves against predators, 
and you use the law to punish people for 
what they have done to those victims 
and prevent further harm in the future,” 
she said.

With her wealth of experience on the 
topic it was no accident that Lazansky 
last month had the honor of being a 
panel moderator at a conference called 
Addressing Domestic Violence Across 
Practice Areas. It was sponsored by 
the Practicing Law Institute (PLI), a 
professional organization that offers 
programs and assistance to attorneys 
practicing in all areas of law, at the 

nonprofit’s Manhattan offices. 
Lazansky was asked by the state Office of 

Court Administration to be the evidence 
moderator, one of three moderators who 
helped lead different portions of the 
program. She said she was honored to be 
tapped for the event, which was attended 

by about 250 judges, prosecutors, defense 
attorneys, lawyers in private practice and 
psychologists. 

She said the area of evidence relating to 
domestic violence and abuse is constantly 
evolving, making it critical for judges to 
understand the context of charges and 
evaluate the credibility of witnesses.

What makes domestic violence and 
abuse so difficult is that it usually happens 
in the home, which should be a place of 
safety and security.

“I really loved what I did, and as a 
prosecutor what I really felt was when 
people are victims of crimes by strangers, 
they can go back home and have a safe 
zone to recover from that crime,” said 
Lazansky. “But when the crime occurs in 
your home or by someone who is a trusted 
friend or relative, there’s no escaping it, so 
these cases were more satisfying to me as 
a prosecutor to handle.”

Lazansky was hired by the Westchester 
district attorney’s office in 1990 after law 
school. That year Jeanine Pirro left the 
office after being elected as a judge to 
the county court. Her departure opened 
up a vacancy in the Domestic Violence 
Bureau, which former district attorney 
Carl Vergari had launched a few years 
earlier, and Lazansky was brought in to 
fill the open slot.

Lazansky, now in the opening months 
of her fourth term on the North Castle 

bench, is different than most local judges 
in that she doesn’t have a full-time law 
practice. Her judgeship coincided with 
her being able to stay home to raise her 
two children, although she has taken on 
private clients.

In her 12 years as a town justice, she 
often speaks to students about her work 
as a town justice, the law and the criminal 
justice system.

“My interest is making sure kids 
understand the law and grow up abiding 
by it,” Lazansky said. “So I love meeting 
with the Boy Scouts and the Girl Scout 
troops.”
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North Castle’s Lazansky Honored to Have Moderated Law Panel

Nor th Castle Town Justice Elyse Lazansky was 
tabbed to help moderate a panel discussion 
for the Practicing Law Institute during its 
Addressing Domestic Violence Across Practice 
Areas conference on Feb. 5 in Manhattan. 
Handling domestic violence and abuse cases 
was Lazansky’s specialty as a Westchester 
prosecutor.

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!
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1. In 1841, Holmes was born in which city in Massachusetts?
   A) Braintree  B) Boston    C) Beverly

2. His father, Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr., was dean of which school at Harvard?
   A) the law school  B) the business school    C) the medical school

3. At the Battle of Fort Stevens, who did Holmes tell to “Get down you fool”?
   A) Abraham Lincoln  B) Ulysses S. Grant    C) George McClellan

4. Holmes was wounded at what battle, known as the “bloodiest single day” in American history?
   A) Antietam  B) Shiloh    C) Second Manassas 

5. Which President nominated Holmes to the Supreme Court?
   A) William McKinley  B) Theodore Roosevelt    C) William Howard Taft

6. What nickname was given to Holmes as a Supreme Court justice?
   A) The Great Dissenter  B) The Great Thinker    C) The Great Compromiser 

7. In Abrams v. United States, Holmes referred to the Constitution as what? 
   A) a living document  B) a blueprint    C) an experiment

8. Holmes wrote that a “clear and present danger” is the only basis for curtailing which right?
   A) right to peaceably assemble  B) a speedy and public trial   C) freedom of speech

Mr. Holmes. March 8th is the 175th birth anniversary of Supreme Court justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Jr. Holmes was a veteran of the Civil War who was wounded three times in the conflict. 
He was an editor of the American Law Review and his book “The Common Law” has been in print 
since 1881. The quiz will judge how much you know about Holmes who served on the Court until 
he was almost 91.

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
HISTORY MATTERS

ANSWERS:
1. B. Holmes died in Washington, D.C. on March 
6, 1935
2. C. Holmes, Sr. was an author, poet, educator 
and physician 
3. A. Fort Stevens originally was named Fort Mas-
sachusetts 
4. A. Holmes was also wounded at Ball’s Bluff and 

Chancellorsville
5. B. Holmes filled the vacancy of Horace Gray
6. A. Holmes was known for his eloquent minority 
opinions
7. C. Holmes called the Constitution “an experi-
ment, as all life is an experiment.”
8. C. The case is Schenck v. United Sates 

By Neal Rentz
Westlake Middle School students 

showed lots of heart at a month-long 
fundraising effort that concluded last 
week.

The students raised $1,865 for the 
Hoops for Heart program during 
American Heart Month in February. 
Since the school has participated in the 
program it has raised $58,873 for the 
American Heart Association.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity for the 
students to raise money for a good cause 
while learning the importance and 
benefits of being physically active and 
leading a healthy lifestyle,” said physical 
education teacher Tina Nicodemo.

In addition to raising funds, the 
program, which concluded on March 
1, familiarized students about heart 
disease, the leading cause of death in 
the United States.

Throughout February the school’s 
morning announcements contained 
messages about nutrition, physical 
activity and heart-related information. 

The highlight of the drive was a two-
day “Hoops” activity where gym classes 
focused on the benefits of maintaining 
heart health through exercise, eating 
properly and playing basketball. Apples, 
pretzels and water were provided by the 
middle school PTA.

“The whole point of the event is to 

promote that the more physically active 
you are the less chance you have of 
getting heart disease,” Nicodemo said.

She distributed stickers to students 
who filled out paper hearts to hang 
on the gym walls. The hearts honored 
friends or relatives who have been 

affected by heart disease. 
Nicodemo said Hoops for Heart is 

a national education and fundraising 
effort created by the American Heart 
Association and SHAPE America-
Society of Health and Physical 
Education Teachers. 

“We hope students will take 
something from it,” Nicodemo said. 

The American Heart Association uses 
money raised through Hoops for Heart 
for research to seek new treatments 
for heart disease, lobby the federal 
and state governments to help fund 
school physical education and nutrition 
programs and provide CPR training 
courses in middle schools and high 
schools.

Westlake M.S. Students Open Hearts to Fight Heart Disease

EILEEN FARRELL PHOTOS
Westlake Middle School student Jack Cheverko taped an orange heart to the wall to remember his 
grandmother during the school’s recent Hoops for Heart program.

By Edward Goralski

Physical education teacher Tina Nicodemo with 
two of  the Westlake Middle School students who 
helped raise $1,865 for the American Heart 
Association through its participation in the month-
long Hoops for Heart program, which concluded 
on March 1.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

By Arthur Cusano
The Republican primary race for 

Westchester County district attorney is 
in full swing with two candidates vying 
for the GOP nomination, but so far just 
one Democrat has formally announced 
his intent.

Former Westchester Assistant D.A. 
George Fufidio said he has opened a 
campaign committee with the Board 
of Elections seeing the Democrats’ 
nomination and has already held a 
fundraiser.

“I’ve done prosecution work for a 
significant period of time and defense 
work,” said Fufidio, an Eastchester 
resident. “I’ve been involved in 
the criminal justice system here 
in Westchester County and the 
metropolitan New York area for close to 
34 years. I know what works well in the 
system and what we can do better.”

Fufidio, 58, began as an assistant D.A 
in 1982 under Carl Vergari until 1988. 
He held several positions in that office, 
eventually becoming the deputy chief of 
the Homicide and Special Investigations 
Bureau. 

Fufidio said he is qualified since he 
not only served as an assistant but also 
as a defense attorney for the firm he co-
founded, Mancuso, Rubin and Fufidio. 
He said he enjoyed his work in the D.A.’s 
office more than any other.

“The best job I ever had was the six 
years I worked for Carl Vergari,” Fufidio 

said. “It’s a great place to work and you 
do good work, you help people and you 
keep the community safe. I think Janet 
(DiFiore) did a wonderful job and I’d like 
to continue the work she started, which 
continued the work Carl started many 
years ago.”

Fufidio said he wants to see the age of 
criminal responsibility raised from 16 to 
18, a change that is championed by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo. New York is currently 
the only state that still allows 16-year-
olds to be charged as adults for lesser 
crimes.

“I really feel that 16- and 17-year-
olds who commit minor petty offenses 
shouldn’t be treated as adults, which 
they are right now,” he said. “They would 
better be served by going through the 
family courts where there are many more 
resources to help young people get back 
on track.”

He supports the New York State Bar 
Association’s move to expand criminal 
discovery – the range of evidence that 
a defendant has access to prior to their 
trial. 

“They don’t make available to the 
defense statements or testimony of 
witnesses early in the proceedings,” he 
said. “A lot of legal commentators have 
said that criminal trials in New York are 
a trial by ambush.”

Fufidio wants expansion of drug 
courts, which offer convicted criminals 
suffering from substance abuse 

alternative rehabilitation programs. 
Those who complete the drug court 
program are able to get proper treatment, 
are less likely to commit additional 
crimes and often find employment. 

“I’ve found in my own practice that 
many of my clients are helped by it,” 
Fufidio said. “It’s a stringent two years 
that they are in these courts where 
they have to stay in treatment and are 

monitored very closely by the judge, and 
if they slip up there are consequences.”

Fufidio said a key part of tackling 
issues like gang violence and illegal 
guns and growing epidemics such as 
heroin sales and identity theft is better 
coordinating Westchester’s fragmented 
law enforcement system, where almost 
every town has its own police department 
and justice court.

“There are a lot of resources to 
battle crime but you need someone to 
coordinate it, and that’s an important 
part of what the district attorney’s office 
does and continues to do,” he said.

Fufidio said high profile cases of police 
brutality or excessive violence have made 
some residents wary of law enforcement, 
and he vowed that he would show all 
residents the same respect.

“We need to get the respect of the 
community back,” he said. “I’m not 
saying it’s all warranted, but I read 
the newspapers, I watch what’s going 
on across the country. All citizens of 
Westchester County need to know that 
the district attorney is treating everyone 
equally, that everyone is measured by the 
same rule of law, regardless of station in 
life.”

Former prosecutors Bruce Bendish 
and Mitch Benson announced their 
candidacies on the Republican side 
earlier this winter.

Defense Attorney, Ex-Prosecutor Seeks Democratic Nod for D.A.

By Neal Rentz
Saddled with limitations imposed by 

the state’s property tax cap, the Mount 
Pleasant Town Board is considering a 
new way to pay for infrastructure water 
projects.

Board members expressed interest 
last week in an idea proposed by Town 
Engineer David Smyth to pay for water 
projects based on water usage rather 
than through the budget’ general fund.

The projects call for installation 
of new water meters at residential 
and commercial properties in town, 
replacing water mains and the Deerfield 
Lane North pump station. Total 
estimated cost for the work is about $7 
million, Smyth said. 

Rather than paying the debt service 
on the borrowing through the town 
budget, residents and business owners 
could be charged for the infrastructure 
projects through a tiered water rate 
system based on usage. 

Symth recommended three different 
payment tiers. For the 60 percent of 
Mount Pleasant homes and businesses 

that use less than 15,000 gallons per 
quarter, there would be an 18 percent 
reduction in their water bills. The 
second tier, for 25 percent of residential 
and commercial customers who use 
between 15,000 and 30,000 gallons per 
quarter, they would see water bills rise 
10 percent. 

The balance of property owners 
who use more than 30,000 gallons per 
quarter would see their rates jump 37 
percent. 

A three-tier water system would 
raise an estimated $466,000 in annual 
revenue for the water department, 
which could be used to pay for the 
bond for the work, Smyth said. The 
bond, which could 10 and 15 years long, 
would begin to be paid back next year, 
he said. 

Councilwoman Laurie Smalley said 
a tiered system should be examined 
because of the constraints caused by the 
tax cap. 

“You need things outside of the box,” 
she said.

 

Mount Pleasant Ponders Tiered 
Water Rates to Pay for Projects

County Executive Rob Astorino 
invites job seekers of all ages to the 
Playland Job Fair, on Saturday, March 
12, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the 
Westchester County Center in White 
Plains. On-the-spot interviews will 
be conducted at this event for the first 
300 candidates to arrive.

“A job at Playland this spring and 
summer can be a great fit for high 
school and college students, right up 
to senior citizens looking to earn some 
money while helping park visitors 
have a great time,” Astorino said. 

Positions to be filled include 
cashiers, ride operators, lifeguards, 
EMTs, electricians, carpenters, 
painters, mechanics, custodial staff, 
I.T. technician and graphic designer. 
Playland’s seasonal employment runs 
from April through September.

Although no prior experience 
is required for most positions, 
prospective employees should have 
a positive attitude, enthusiasm, good 
communication skills and the ability 
to work a flexible schedule.

Applicants must be at least 16 years 

old. Some positions require applicants 
to be a minimum of 18 years old. 
Applicants under age 18 who plan to 
complete their application prior to the 
job fair must have the form signed by 
a parent or guardian to be considered 
for an interview. Those under 18 who 
wish to complete their application 
onsite at the job fair must bring a 
parent or guardian to the event to sign 
the form in order for an interview to 
take place.

Eligible applicants who may wish to 
enroll for direct deposit must bring a 
voided blank check or a bank-issued 
direct deposit setup form that includes 
routing number and account number 
printed on the document. 

To apply during the job fair, bring 
a completed application, a valid 
photo identification, Social Security 
card plus contact information for 
three references. Applications can be 
obtained by calling 914-813-7010 or at 
ryeplayland.org, where an application 
can be downloaded or submitted 
online. 

Playland to Hold Job Fair for 
Seasonal Work on March 12

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
Attorney George Fufidio is seeking the Democratic 
endorsement for Westchester County district 
attorney. 
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By Arthur Cusano
Sometimes there’s the assumption that 

today’s youngsters have little interest in 
learning about government and what the 
people entrusted to run it actually do.

However, an increasingly popular field 
trip for elementary and middle schools 
throughout Westchester may be changing 
that perception and helping to shape the 
next generation’s future leaders.

The Westchester Board of Legislators 
hosts field trips for students to participate 
in its Mock Legislature Program so they 
acquire a better understanding about county 
government. During the roughly three-
and-a-half-hour visit to the county building 
in White Plains, each class spends time as 
a mock legislature by discussing issues that 
are pertinent to their lives in committees 
and creating proposed bills before going 
into the eighth-floor legislative chambers to 
vote on the measures they’ve drawn up.

County Legislator Margaret Cunzio 
(R-Mount Pleasant) said she believes the 
program is so important that since taking 
office on Jan. 1 she makes sure she’s on 
hand to greet every group of students 
from schools in her legislative district and 
answer questions. Schools from all 17 of 
Westchester’s legislative districts participate 
each school year.

Cunzio said the trip aligns with the state 
history curriculum for fifth-graders or 
the social studies curriculum for seventh-

graders. The Valhalla School District 
makes the trip available for its elementary 
school students who are involved in student 
government, she said.

As a former teacher in the Byram Hills 
School District and now as an elected 
official, Cunzio said getting students excited 
about the legislative process and how ideas 
can become law is essential to help them 
become involved citizens as adults.

“I think it’s important to get the younger 
generation to understand government, and 
if you can inspire these students and spark 
an interest, maybe they would like to go into 

public service,” Cunzio said.
Byram Hills’ Wampus Elementary 

School’s fifth-graders made the trip through 
January and February, with each section 
visiting on a different day. Fifth-grade 
teacher Fran Poniatowski, the coordinator 
for the trips, said when the school began 
scheduling the visits about five years ago, 
not only were the students unaware about 
their county’s government but so was she, 
some of the other teachers and parent 
chaperones.

In the time since then, it’s been an eye-
opener for the students and the adults.

“We look forward to it each year and the 
kids really enjoy it and they’re not bored,” 
Poniatowski said. “They bring their ideas 
and they’re really actively engaged.”

Some of the topics debated and 
formulated into mock legislation during 
the recent trips related to school uniforms, 
year-round schooling and whether junk 
food should be sold in school cafeterias, 
Poniatowski said. Issues were chosen that 
had relevance to students.

The highlight of the trip was taking the 
proposed legislation and debating and 
voting on it in the Board of Legislators’ 
chambers, Cunzio said. The students sat at 
the lawmakers’ desks, used the microphones 
when it was their turn to speak and formally 
addressed their classmates.

“It’s one thing to tell the students about it, 
but when they are there, they’ve experienced 
it and they have the information,” Cunzio 
said. “We send each student home with a 
certificate for their completion of their day 
as a legislator.”

She was most impressed by the students’ 
arguments on both sides of each issue and 
their ability to reach consensus.

“They really had information and facts 
that they brought to the table,” Cunzio 
added. “It’s also good that they understood 
in committee not everyone had to agree but 
it’s where you voice your opinion and you 
agree to a compromise.”

Students Learn About Government as a Legislator for a Day

Fifth-graders from Wampus Elementary School in Armonk recently participated in the Mock Legislature 
Program at the county building in White Plains, where they proposed bills, debated issues and voted on 
legislation in the lawmakers’ chambers.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 030816

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

Classified Ad  
Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm 
for the next 

week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery Lim-
ited Supply!ORDER NOW! 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com

HELP WANTED
DAY CARE CENTER IN SOMERS.  
FULL TIME and PART TIME posi-
tions available immediately, 5 Days a 
week. Please email resume to Raquel@
learninggardendaycare.com or fax to 
914-243-0877.

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and 
Certifications Running Bulldozers, Back-
hoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-
6497

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1?866?309?1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
CATSKILLS FARM LIQUIDATION 
March 12th & 13th! Lender Ordered! 5 to 
39 acre Tracts! Foreclosure prices! Moun-
tain views, streams, ponds, gorgeous set-
ting just 2 hours from the GW Bridge! 
Terms avail! Call 888-905-8847 NewYor-
kLandandLakes.com

UPSTATE NY LAND BARGAIN! 11 
acres Stream, Pond -$39,900 Beautiful 
woods, long rd frontage, Utils, EZ drive 
from NY City! Terms avail. Call 888-479-
3394 NOW!

LEGALS 
LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SO MULCH MORE, LLC. Art. Of Org., 
filed with SSNY on 1/07/16.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  SSNY 

shall mail process to: 28 Fox Lane, Mt. 
Kisco, NY 10549.  Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of CGC Solutions 
LLC filed with the Department of State 
on 09/30/2015. Putnam County, SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC, 74 Hillside 
Park, Brewster, NY 10509. General Pur-
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: Con-
nected Healthcare Technologies, LLC, 
office in Westchester County;  Articles 
of Organization filed with SSNY on 
2/17/2016.  SSNY designated agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: the 
company, c/o Sarah Ball, 80 Central Av-
enue, Rye, NY 10580.  Purpose: any law-
ful acts or activities.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
FAULKNER FABRICATORS, LLC Art. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 12/16/15.  
Office location: Westchester County.  
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: Faulkner Fabricators, LLC, 74 Lyons 
Place, Mt. Vernon. NY 10553.  Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Laurent & Al-
tieri, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/05/2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Genevieve 
Laurent, 67  Sedgwick Avenue, Yonkers, 
New York 10705. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In 

stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
 www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
100+ HOMES-LAND-COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS PROPERTY TAX AUC-
TION 3/30@11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure, Bid Online from Any-
where: www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry,
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683
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By Arthur Cusano
A group of students from Pleasantville 

Middle School had the best showing of 
any school from Westchester, Rockland 
and Putnam counties at the annual Science 
Olympiad.

After taking first in the region on Feb. 
27, earning 19 medals, including seven 
for first-place finishes, the team of 26 
students heads to the state championship 
in Syracuse where they will compete in 20 
challenges today (Tuesday) and tomorrow 
(Wednesday). 

“We had questions about airports and 
how to get from one place to another and 
about streets,” said sixth-grader Jordan 
Rosen, who placed first in the Road 
Scholar challenge, where he and another 
student used maps to answer questions 
about Washington state. “Using the AAA 
maps was a way to better learn about the 
community and even the state. It dealt with 
depth and elevation and the mountains in 
Washington.”

The Science Olympiad team was started 
by Chuck and Martha Matteo, Pleasantville 
residents who have been volunteering to 
help the students. Both retired Martha, 
a biochemist, and Chuck, a biochemical 
engineer, had their children participate in 
a now-defunct program called Odyssey of 
the Mind as students. 

During the 2011-12 school year, the 
district was looking to add new programs 

at the middle school, and the Matteos saw 
a need going unfilled. 

“It became clear that while arts and music 
and the humanities were front and center, 
the science front was kind of quiet,” said 
Martha Matteo.

Perhaps most impressive is that the 
team doesn’t have a member of the faculty 
involved, only a group of dedicated 
community volunteers who are willing 
to share their time and STEM-related 
knowledge.

“These coaches coach four kids, they have 
Ph.D.s in something STEM related and have 
a love for it and a love for kids, and what a 
gift it is,” Matteo said. “For the kids that get 
it and appreciate it, it’s special.”

Volunteers include Libby Brennesholtz, 
Jim Coleman, Ben Cornelius, Bob Hughes, 
Chester Lee, Dr. James Lewis, Nancy 
Maika, Helen Meurer, Shideh Mofidi, Doug 
Portmore, Dr. Ravikumar Ramachandran, 
Dr. Usha Sankar, Sundar Natarajan and 
Allen Wallace.

Also among the mentors is Chuck Matteo, 
who coached several students. He has 
created a master database of information for 
students to draw off, his wife said.

 “Melissa Brown, the curriculum 
coordinator, said ‘Martha, I will I make it 
happen,’ and she did,” Matteo recalled.

But Brown and Principal Vivian Ossowski 
said the Matteos deserve much of the credit 
for the team’s success.

“They’re the ones who brought this to 
us and they have no children involved,” 
Ossowski said. “They just wanted this to 
happen in the middle school and they made 
it happen.”

The team found success early. In 2012-
13, it had four top four finishers and was 
honored for best new team. In 2013-14, 15 
students competed in 20 challenges and 
tied for fourth in the region before placing 
first in the region at the state championship 
and 15th overall. The 2014-15 team placed 
second in the region, just behind perennial 
favorite Scarsdale, and placed eighth overall 

in the state championship.
Some of those original Science Olympiad 

students have started a team at the high 
school team, which competed for the first 
time this year. The high school earned seven 
awards at the Jan. 30 regional competition, 
placing 22nd. The older students now help 
coach the middle school team.

“We have a book and we make pages 
for it that help us during the competition,” 
said Julia Goodman, a freshman who helps 
coach students about fossils, her area of 
interest. “During the competition we can 
use everything in the book.”

The 2015-16 team members are Riik 
Acharya, Grant Becker, James Blasdell, 
Wes Coleman, Ian Cotter, Ella Furniss, 
Michael Gordon, Benjamin Hahn, Katerina 
Gusarova, Kyle Largey, Abigail Lee, Lucas 
Lee, Nevan Lewis, Aidan Lynch, Leif 
Martens-Wallace, Aiden Matano, Coby 
Nunberg, Georgia Peters, Ava Portmore, 
Peter Pueyo, Abhaya Ravikumar, Jordan 
Rosen, Maya Sauthoff, Ethan Spanierman, 
Anushka Sundar, Anu Subramanya and 
Nicholas Vines.

The Matteos have incorporated a 
501c3 nonprofit organization called The 
Pleasantville Friends of STEM, Inc., which 
accepts tax deductible donations to pay for 
transportation, lodging and training for 
coaches, which the school cannot pay for 
but are necessary for the teams to compete 
at high levels. 

They have already received a few 
donations from private donors. Regeneron 
Pharmaceuticals of Tarrytown is matching 
their funding. 

“We need board members, we need 
volunteers and we need money,” Matteo 
said.

For more information on volunteering, 
contact Martha Matteo at Martha@
PFOSTEM.org. For information on making 
donations, contact Eiko Cornelius at Eiko@
PFOSTEM.org. Donations can be made to 
Pleasantville Friends of STEM, Inc. 

P’ville Middle School Takes Top Honors at Science Olympiad

Dr. Martha Matteo shows trophies won by the Pleasantville Middle School Science Olympiad team to the  
team members. The students are competing in the state championship this week.

Affordable Housing Expo at 
County Center This Saturday

Giving Back
Columbus Elementary School fourth-
graders Gabriella Vella, left, and 
Anna Pagan organized a children’s 
clothing drive at their school this 
winter, collecting eight large bags of  
coats, hats and mittens. They came 
up with the idea through the school’s 
December character word of  the month 
– giving – and approached Principal 
Michael Cunzio and guidance counselor 
Connie Cotrone. Vella and Pagan 
created posters and placed a bin in the 
school during January to collect for One 
Warm Coat, a national organization that 
provides free coats. The donations will 
be distributed through Kids Kloset, a 
program operated by the Westchester 
Jewish Community Services. 

Westchester County’s 2016 Fair and 
Affordable Housing Expo will take place 
this Saturday, March 12 at the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  Admission is free. 

“Residents who attend the Expo can 
meet with the realtors, mortgage lenders 
and not-for-profit counselors who will 
be available to answer any and all of their 
questions on affordable housing,” said 
County Executive Rob Astorino.

Throughout the day, visitors who are 
interested in buying or renting affordable 
housing in the county can learn the 
answers to questions such as:
• Am I eligible for affordable housing?
• Is it better to rent or own?
• How much do I need for a down 

payment?
• Are there any programs that help with 

down payment and closing costs?
• What is the importance of credit and a 

good credit score?
• What is the role of the not-for-profit 

counselor, the realtor, inspector, the 
attorney and the lender?
At 1 p.m., a workshop on Fair and 

Affordable Housing will focus on 
the current and pending affordable 
homeownership and rental opportunities 
and on the application and selection 
process. There will also be a demonstration 

on how to navigate through Homeseeker 
Online, a website that provides information 
about affordable homeownership and 
rental apartment opportunities in 
Westchester.

At 2 p.m., a workshop entitled “Rental 
Housing” will provide visitors with an 
opportunity to meet with not-for-profit 
counselors who will advise and describe 
the process of finding affordable rentals.

The Fair Housing Department 
of the Westchester County Human 
Rights Commission (HRC) will give a 
presentation on the protections provided 
by Westchester’s Fair Housing Law and will 
discuss how the HRC can assist individuals 
who believe they have been discriminated 
against in the course of their involvement 
in Westchester’s housing market.

For more information on the Expo, 
contact Westchester Residential 
Opportunities at ganderson@wroinc.org 
or 914-428-4507 ext. 314 or the Housing 
Action Council at hac@affordablehomes.
org or 914-332-4144. 

The Westchester County Center is 
located at 198 Central Ave. in White 
Plains. The parking fee is $7. The event 
is co-sponsored by Westchester County, 
the Westchester Interfaith Housing 
Corporation and the Hudson Gateway 
Association of Realtors, Inc.

EILEEN FARRELL PHOTO
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Tuesday, March 8
Point Insurance Reduction Program 

Defensive Driving Course. This state-
approved six-hour course saves drivers 10 
percent on liability and collision portions 
of their auto insurance premium for three 
years and removes up to four point from 
the insurance. Will be offered once or twice 
a month throughout 2016. Next session: 
March 22. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 to 
8 p.m. $55. Info and registration: 914-600-
7180 or visit www.drivercourse.net. 

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also March, 15, 22 and 29. Info: 
914-273-3887.

“States of Grace.” A film that captures 
the profound transformation of revered 
physician Dr. Grace Dammann, a 
pioneering AIDS specialist, and her family. 
On a routine commute across the Golden 
Gate Bridge, another driver crashed head 
on into Dammann’s car. She awakened 
after seven weeks in a coma and a dozen 
surgeries with her cognitive abilities intact 
but her body was left shattered. Followed 
by a discussion and Q&A with Dammann 
and filmmakers Mark Lipman and Helen 
S. Cohen. Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 
Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Members: $10. Non-members: $15. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

Wednesday, March 9
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-

4097.
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45 minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-Up. A great way 
to get out of the house, meet new friends 
and enjoy time with your baby. For babies 
up to eight months old and their moms. 
Romperee Indoor Playground at World 
Cup Nursery School and Kindergarten, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday through June 
24. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-238-
9267 ext. 20.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.    

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 

Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 800-272-3900 or visit www.
alz.org/hudsonvalley.

“Leonardo Da Vinci: Universal 
Genius.” This informative and entertaining 
film follows Da Vinci’s trail from Florence. 
It covers the period from when he becomes 
a pupil of Verrocchio, via Milan, to his 
time in the Amboise Castle in the Loire, 
following the invitation of the French King 
Francis I. In his luggage, the old painter 
took with him the Mona Lisa, the painting 
that made him famous. This program also 
features close-ups of many of Leonardo’s 
masterpieces filmed on location. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Building, Davis Auditorium, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 11:15 a.m. Free. 
Info: 914-606-6790.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Also March 16 and 23. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887. 

The Explorers Club. A new literacy/
activity program this fall. Join Miss Debbie 
to explore a new theme each week (science, 
art and more) through literacy and hands-
on activities. Come read, discover and 
create. For children five to seven years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:15 
p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Lego Club. We provide the Legos, you 
bring your imagination. A fun-building 
club for students in grades 2-6. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4 to 6 p.m. Free. Meets the second 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-864-
8041.

NT Live: “Hangman.” Olivier 
and Academy Award winner Martin 
McDonagh returns to the West End 
with Matthew Dunster’s award-winning 
production of his deeply funny new play. 
Broadcast live from London’s National 
Theatre. Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 
Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 6:30 p.m. 
Members: $25. Non-members: $35. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

Zumba Toning With Amy. Sculpt and 
tone muscle groups while dancing and 
shaking toning sticks to the sassy sizzling 
rhythms of the Zumba. Toning sticks 
provided. PFX Fitness, 10 Castleton Rd., 
Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Drop-in fee: 
$12. Every Wednesday Info: E-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Art Series: “Perseus and Andromeda.” 
The spring series has us comparing 
various artists’ interpretations of major 
mythological and biblical characters, 
beginning with the myth of boastful 
Andromeda’s rescue from rape and 
bondage by Perseus, the legendary 
founder of Mycenae. Discussion led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Students Lead the Way in School 
Cafeterias. Westchester’s general recycling 
rate is about 51 percent, yet students are 
achieving up to 90 percent every day in 
their cafeterias. Learn waste reduction 
techniques from students as they help 
to create a better future. Open to all. Co-
sponsored by the Lower Hudson Sierra 
Group. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. Refreshments 
at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Lichens Lecture. Dr. James Lendemer, 
an assistant curator in the Institute of 
Systematic Botany at the New York 
Botanical Garden, will present a talk on 
lichens, a beautiful and important fungi 
that form colorful and visually striking 
symbioses with algae for the purposes of 
obtaining nutrition. Lendemer will discuss 
how we have overlooked so many native 
species, the challenges facing our lichens 
and what this means for our forests, cities 
and everyday lives. Katonah Village Library, 
26 Bedford Rd., Katonah. Refreshments 
at 7 p.m. (Please bring a reusable mug.) 
Lecture at 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-232-
1999 or visit www.bedfordaudubon.org.

Pleasantville Friends of STEM 
Meeting. The public is invited to share 
ideas for increased community-district 
partnerships in the areas of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM). Pleasantville Friends of STEM, 
Inc. is a newly incorporated non-profit 
that has been leading successful extended 

continued on page 25
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learning programs at Pleasantville Middle 
School since 2012-13 and produced the 
region’s second-ranked and the state’s 
eighth-ranked science Olympiad  team 
last year. Activities have now extended to 
Pleasantville High School and Bedford 
Road Elementary School. Ideas and 
potential coaches welcome. Pleasantville 
High School Library Media Center, 60 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: E-mail Barbara Glinski at 
barbglinski@gmail.com or Martha Matteo 
at martha@pfostem.

Thursday, March 10
The Breakfast Club. Includes breakfast, 

a presentation on a topic of interest to 
seniors and a light exercise program. 
This month’s topic addresses how your 
lungs work and what you can do to 
make breathing easier. Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center cafeteria (G Level), 701 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 8:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-366-3937 or e-mail 
ewoods@pmhc.us.

Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 

celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Osteoporosis Support and Education. 
Provides individuals with osteoporosis 
with education on nutrition, exercise and 
activities of daily living. Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center boardroom (C Level), 701 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 11 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-366-2270.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-864-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

How Class Warfare and the Unbridled 
Ambition of Politics Ruined Republican 
Rome. How the Roman Republic, whose 
founding was caused by the arrogance 
of her kings, eventually fell because the 
law came to be respected by only a few. A 
century of crises in Rome led to situations 
in which a series of leaders overstepped 
the limits of their offices, a precedent 
established by one powerful leader became 
the base line for the usurpations by next 
powerful leader to come along. Then 
came Julius Caesar, and “power to the 
people” was no more in Rome. Discussion 
led by Walter Johanson. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 

Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Caryl Phillips: A Reading and 
Conversation. The author of 11 award-
winning novels, Phillips’ most recent 
novel, “The Lost Child,” revisits the story of 
Heathcliff in “Wuthering Heights,” setting 
Heathcliff and the Brontes in a context that 
extends from the Victorian era to our own 
moment. Neuberger Museum of Art Study, 
735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 4:30 to 6 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-251-6550. 

“You Can’t Take It With You.” The 
next film in the Frank Capra film series 
starring James Stewart, Jean Arthur and 

continued from page 24

continued on page 26

Stars from Broadway, sports, business and broadcast 
journalism, as well as supporters from all walks of life, 
will come out in force throughout 2016 to celebrate and 
make the 30th anniversary of Make-A-Wish® Hudson 
Valley its most successful fundraising year yet. 

The nonprofit organization announced on Feb. 29 its 
plans to present four high-profile signature events aimed 
at helping to grant wishes for the “real stars among us, 
the more than 150 children with life-threatening medical 
conditions whose courage burns brightest,” said Thomas 
J. Conklin, president and CEO of the chapter.

Conklin said that since the chapter was established in 
1986, it has helped wishes come true for more than 2,400 
children in the Hudson Valley, including Westchester. 

“But, over time, the costs of travel, accommodations, 
meals and other trip expenses have significantly 
increased, averaging now between $7,500 and $10,000 
for each wish child,” Conklin said. “That makes our 30th 
anniversary fundraising efforts and the generosity of 
our supporters more critical to the success of reaching 
our goal of granting a wish to every eligible child in the 
Hudson Valley.”

He said the four signature events were designed with 
an eye for generating excitement among current and 
potential supporters.

The first will be “Frank and Friends,” a concert of 
Broadway show music, scheduled for Friday, Apr. 8 
at 8 p.m. at the historic Tarrytown Music Hall. It will 
be headlined by legendary Broadway composer and 
songwriter Frank Wildhorn. Known for his musicals 
and popular songs including the international hit 
song, “Where Do Broken Hearts Go,” made famous by 
Whitney Houston, and “Gold,” heard at the opening 

ceremonies of the 2002 Olympic Winter Games in 
Salt Lake City, Wildhorn became the first composer to 
have three Broadway musicals running on Broadway 
simultaneously: “Jekyll and Hyde,” “The Scarlet 
Pimpernel” and “The Civil War.”

Scheduled to appear with Wildhorn at the benefit 
concert will be Rob Evan, Jeremy Jordan and Laura 
Osnes.

Details about the evening’s program, including tickets, 
can be found online at www.hudson.wish.org/30. 
Proceeds will go to Make-A-Wish® Hudson Valley.

On Friday, May 13, the year’s biggest fundraiser – 
the annual Wish Ball –will be held at Abigail Kirsch at 
Tappan Hill Mansion, located on the former estate of 
Mark Twain. Darlene Rodriguez of NBC’s “Today in New 
York” and Mike Bennett of WHUD’s “Mike & Kacey in 
the Morning,” will once again serve as celebrity co-hosts 
for the evening’s festivities. Active International’s Global 
Chief Operating Officer Bill Georges has been named 
this year’s Wish Ball honoree.

On Tuesday, Aug. 30, golf enthusiasts, including some 
prominent individuals, will tee off on behalf of Make-A-
Wish® Hudson Valley from the historic Sleepy Hollow 
Country Club’s golf course in Scarborough-on-Hudson 
in Briarcliff Manor. 

Celebrating 30 years of wishes will conclude on Sunday, 
Oct. 30, when hundreds of supporters, including Wish 
kids and their families from throughout the Hudson 
Valley, converge at FDR State Park in Yorktown Heights 
to participate in the 11th Annual Walk/Run for Wishes. 

“As in the past, this will be the most visible and heart 
warming collective expression by our community of the 
hope, strength and joy that we have made possible in 
the lives of so many brave children and the impassioned 
commitment we share to continue this legacy in the years 
ahead,” Conklin said. 

Throughout the year, the chapter will offer a number 
of opportunities to individuals, companies and 
organizations to support the four signature events, 
including becoming a sponsor, making a donation 
and forming a team. As details are finalized, they will 
be communicated on the website, www.hudson.wish.
org/30, on social media platforms, in e-blast messages 
and the media. 

Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley Launches 30th Anniversary Celebration

RANA FAURE PHOTO
Make-A-Wish Hudson Valley announced on Feb. 29 the launch of  
the 30th anniversary fundraising campaign, which included five Wish 
Kids with life-threatening medical conditions from throughout the 
Hudson Valley whose wishes were granted. Seated, left to right, are 
Sophia and Emma, both 7, and Ryan, 8, Standing are Brian, 28, who 
met Ozzy Osbourne in 2003, Michael, 19, whose wish to be a New 
York City firefighter was fulfilled last year, and Abraham Almanza, 
volunteer manager of  the nonprofit.
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Lionel Barrymore. This 1938 film won 
Oscars for Best Picture and Best Director. 
Entertainment reporter and editor Peter D. 
Kramer is the moderator for the series. The 
Schoolhouse Theater, 3 Owens Rd., Croton 
Falls. 7:30 pm. $10. Walk-ins welcome. 
Info and tickets: 914-277-8477 or visit 
www.schoolhousetheater.org.

Interfaith Musical Program. Gabriel 
Mayer Halevy will perform an evening 
of song, stories and conversations from 
a broad spectrum of global faiths and 
cultures. Halevy is a musician and poet 
born in Argentina who now lives in Israel. 
His performances are interactive and full 
of energy and wisdom. All community 
members welcome. Pleasantville 
Community Synagogue, 219 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Free. RSVP 
requested. Info and RSVP: E-mail mgray@
shalomPCS.com.

Friday, March 11
Barre Balance and Core. A free demo of 

a new class for the 50-and-over population 
to improve balance, strength, flexibility and 
stability. Using your own body weight, light 
hand weights and a ballet barre, this class 
will help improve balance, core strength 
and stability for functions of daily living. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 9:45 a.m. 
$12. Every Friday. Info: Contact Amy Olin 
at 914-643-6162 or olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Alzheimer’s Support Group. Caregivers 
receive the emotional, educational and 
social support needed to successfully 
care for someone with dementia. Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center, Room 545, 755 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 10 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 800-272-3900 or 914-366-
3937 or e-mail ewoods@pmhc.us.

Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 
for the older active adult or beginner. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. Info: 914-643-6162 or 
e-mail olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Friday Night Cinema: “In Bruges.” 
This 2008 comedy crime film stars Colin 
Farrell and the unbeatable Brendan 
Gleeson as a pair of London based, Irish 
hitmen who are exiled to Bruges for a few 
weeks after mistakenly killing an innocent 
bystander during a hit. One thing leads 
to another, as it so often does, when the 
fellas fall in with a film crew, an American 
dwarf, a couple of Canadians and a half-
blind thief. Post-screening discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

“The Other Side of Now.” A Small Town 
Theatre production written and directed 
by Albi Gorn and Robin Joseph featuring 
a series of six short comedies about the 

“what if ” in life. Hergenhan Recreation 
Center, 40 Maple Ave., Armonk. 8 p.m. 
$20. Also March 12. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.smalltowntheatre.com.

Saturday, March 12
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

Pleasantville Farmers Market is the 
largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester, and the one voted “Best of 
Westchester” in 2014 and 2015 by the 
readers of Westchester Magazine. The 
delicious good time continues indoors 
each. On Apr. 2, the market moves outside 
to Memorial Plaza to start the outdoor 
season. Pleasantville Middle School, 40 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Every Saturday through March. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Bringing 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating a 
connection between shoppers and small-
scale food producers in the region. First 
Congregational Church of Chappaqua, 
210 Orchard Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Saturdays through April. Info: 
Visit www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Also March 19 and 26. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Adult Coloring. If you’re an adult 
looking for a relaxing, fresh and new 
activity that will help bring stress relief to 
your busy life, try this new coloring class. 
Drop in anytime. Materials provided. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Also March 
13, 19 and 26. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Opening Reception for Northern 
Westchester Watercolor Society Exhibit. 

This exhibit of watercolors including 
landscapes, seascapes and still-life work. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 12:30 to 3:30 
p.m. Free. Exhibit runs through March 
31. Info: 914-769-0548 or visit www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Learn Bridge. Led by Joel Goren. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Also 
March 19 and 26. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
www.northcastlelibrary.org.

“The Shoulder Girdle: An Anatomical 
Understanding to Arm Balancing.” Many 
people experience strain or other shoulder 
issues, particularly on one side. This can 
be due to repetitive movement or habit. 
In this three-hour workshop, attendees 
will learn the anatomy of the shoulder 
and gain an understanding of how the 
rhythm of ideal movement in this area 
can impact asanas, then explore ways to 
strengthen the shoulder with evenness and 
how to increase range of motion in areas 
of restriction. A mix of learning through 
exploration, partner work, and asana 
practice. Led by well-known Westchester 
teacher Laurice Nemetz, founder and 
owner of Wellness Bridge. Bring a yoga 
mat. Yoga Studio at Club Fit, 584 N. State 
Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
In advance: Yoga Teachers Association 
members--$45. Non-members--$65. 
At the door: YTA members--$55. Non-
members--$75. Info and registration: 
Contact Audrey Brooks at 914-582-7816 
or e-mail ytapresident@gmail.net.

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. Every 
Saturday. Info: Visit www.emanuelelc.org.

The Canada Lee Project. New York 
native Canada Lee, once called “the 
greatest Negro actor of his day” by The 
New York Times, has been virtually erased 
from history. This program explores his 
legacy as an actor and passionate civil 
rights activist through an on-stage reading 
based on Hudson Valley playwright Mona 
Z. Smith’s original play about Lee as well 
as her critically acclaimed biography. 
Preceded by a wine and cheese reception 
and followed by a Q&A with the actors and 
playwright. Paramount Hudson Valley, 
1008 Brown St., Peekskill. Reception at 
6:30 p.m. Program at 7:30 p.m. Adults: 
$16. Seniors and students: $10. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Use Your Voice 2016 Concert. Grammy 
Award-winner Patty Griffin joins forces 
with Sara Watkins and Anaïs Mitchell in a 
celebration of American songwriting and 
performance. This special singers-in-the-
round-style show features all three artists 
on stage together and sharing songs. There 
will also be a voter engagement drive in 

conjunction in the lobby with the League 
of Women Voters. Tarrytown Music Hall, 
13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $38, $48, 
$58, $68 and $78. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

An Evening With Robert Klein. For 
more than 40 years, Klein has entertained 
audiences and continues to have an 
acclaimed, award-winning career in 
comedy, on Broadway, on television and 
in film. Come of an exciting and intimate 
evening of comedy, stories and song by 
this lifelong New Yorker and Westchester 
resident. White Plains Performing Arts 
Center, 11 City Place, White Plains. 8 p.m. 
$25 and $45. VIP: $75 (includes post-show 
reception with Klein). Info and tickets: 
914-328-1600 or visit wppac.com.

Sunday, March 13
Herbal Medicine. Find out which, how 

and why certain wild plants can be used 
for medicinal purposes. Cranberry Lake 
Preserve, Old Orchard Street, North White 
Plains. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-438-
1005.

Phelps Food Wine & Beer Fest. 
Renowned Chef Waldy Malouf will 
demonstrate his exceptional culinary skills 
at this unique afternoon event featuring 
elegant dining stations hosted by exclusive 
local restaurants and an eclectic and vast 
array of fine wines provided by Grape 
Expectations, a Tarrytown purveyor 
of wines from around the world. An 
international beer garden offering a wide 
selection of beers from six countries will be 
presented by Half Time, the world’s largest 
beer retailer, located in Mamaroneck. 
Proceeds will benefit Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center. Abigail Kirsch at Tappan 
Hill, 200 Gunpowder Lane, Tarrytown. 
1 to 4 p.m. $90 per person. Reservations 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
Marissa Coratti at 914-366-3104 or 
mcoratti@pmhc.us.

Maple Sugaring at Home. Learn how 
to make your own maple syrup and about 
its multiple uses beyond pancakes. Dress 
for the outdoors. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. 
Members: Free. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

SHE: Deconstructing Female 
Identity Opening Reception. As Mattel 
reimagines the look of Barbie with the 
release of new dolls that have diverse 
physical appearances, ArtsWestchester is 
exploring what it means to be a woman 
today.  Themes explored by the 11 featured 
include the body, self-adornment and self-
presentation, the domestic sphere and 
icons of the feminine. ArtsWestchester, 
31 Mamaroneck Ave., White Plains. 3 to 5 
p.m. Free. Exhibit continues through June 
25. Gallery hours are Tuesday through 
Friday 12 to 5 p.m. and Saturday, 12 to 6 
p.m. Info: Visit www.artswestchester.org.

continued from page 25
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By Jerry Eimbinder
To celebrate Hudson Valley Restaurant 

Week’s 10th anniversary, the organizers 
invited the media, government 
representatives and other guests to meet 
participating restaurant owners and chefs 
at a Feb. 29 kickoff party. 

It was an evening of talk and tasting of 
hors d’oeuvres and beverages, including 
foie gras and lobster cappuccino at Peter 
X. Kelly’s Xaviars X2O on the Hudson in 
Yonkers.  

“Hudson Valley Restaurant Week is 
really the celebration of everything that 
has made the Hudson Valley a great dining 
destination, the great dining destination of 
the Northeast in fact,” said The Valley Table 
publisher Janet Crawshaw, the organizer of 
the event.

The opening remarks at the kickoff 
included short addresses by Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astorino, Rockland 
County Executive Ed Day, Yonkers Mayor 
Mike Spano and Kevin King, director of the 
New York State Department of Agriculture 
& Markets.

Since its inception in 2006, Hudson 
Valley Restaurant Week (HVRW) has 
come a long way, progressing from 70 
restaurants in the inaugural event to a 
record 231 this spring. 

By coincidence, in the same year it 
started, I proposed a similar prix-fixe 
restaurant dining program to a new 
Westchester publication. I called it 

“Hudson Valley Signature Dish Week.” 
This happened a short time before the first 
HVRW was announced by the publisher of 
The Valley Table. 

The two concepts were strikingly similar. 
Both my program and HVRW offered 
restaurant patrons a few three-course 
meals at a special low, prix-fixe cost, but 
mine had one important difference: it also 
asked restaurants to include their signature 
dish at its regular price accompanied by 
a free appetizer and a complementary 
dessert. 

Thus, attendees would be offered a 
sensible choice: either order the restaurant’s 
best dish at a savings or pick one of the less 
expensive, selections also at a savings.

After an evaluation by the publication’s 
higher echelon, my proposal was rejected. 
It was decided that the space needed 
to publicize the dining program would 
necessitate a cut in news coverage.

Fortunately for the dining public, 
HVRW was launched shortly afterwards 
by The Valley Table. Guided by the 
astute team of Crenshaw and editor Jerry 
Novesky, HVRW grew steadily. It became 
a semiannual event in 2012; this time it has 
attracted a record number of restaurants 
(231 at last count).

I did have one regret when my plan met 
defeat. It would have focused attention on 
the best work of our local chefs. Currently, 
many HVRW menus favor the use of 
ingredients that can be bought in the 
marketplace inexpensively.

Should the time come when the 
organizers of HVRW seek to broaden their 
program, perhaps they might consider 
implementing my signature dish option. 
This would give patrons an opportunity 
to try the chef ’s pride and joy at a more 
affordable cost.       

Offered at the participating restaurants 
from March 7-20 are prix-fixe, three-
course menus (lunch at $20.95 and dinner 
at $29.95). The prices do not include tax, 
gratuity, and in most cases, beverage cost. 
The cost to dine remains the same as it was 
in 2013. A few restaurants have surcharges 
for premium items on their HVRW menus. 

Many of the restaurants have restrictions 

or exclusions for date and time availability. 
Regular menus are also available during 
HVRW.

Despite the word “Week” in its name, 
each program runs for two weeks. This 
year’s fall HVRW is Nov. 1-13.

Restaurants in Westchester, Duchess, 
Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan 
and Ulster are taking part. Participating 
restaurants can be sorted in alphabetical 
order by county or by type of cuisine at 
www.valleytable.com.

Record Numbers for Hudson Valley Restaurant Week

The wine 
industry in the 
United States is 
thriving. Consider 
this: the number 
of wine producers 
is growing, over 
4,000 at last count. 
The amount of wine 
being produced is at 
a record high, and 

now ranks fourth in the world; the amount 
of wine consumed annually is at a record 
high, and now ranks first in per capita 
consumption.

The environment for this rising influence 
of American wine throughout the world 
is due in no small part to the emergence 
of gentleman (and lady) 
farmers and producers. 
Recent advances in 
technology and techniques, 
in the vineyards and the 
wineries, have culminated 
in new, high quality wines 
in every wine shop in the 
country. 

And investors and entrepreneurs are 
staking claims throughout the United 
States, notably in California, and more 
specifically in Napa Valley. For the last four 
decades, new wineries have been popping 
up in Napa Valley at an historic rate. And 

many have succeeded. 
Yet the wine industry in the United 

States is quite young when compared to 
other wine regions around the world. 
Wine has been produced in the Middle 
East for 6,000 years. Its roots in Western 
Europe date back to the Roman Empire, 
more than 2,000 years ago.

In the United States, the wine industry 
has peaked and ebbed several times since 
the first grapes were planted in Florida and 
California a mere 400 years ago by French 
Huguenots and Spanish monks.

A number of factors contributed to the 
fluctuations in wine’s popularity. What 
brought this history to mind was the 
recent passing of one of the icons of the 
American wine industry, Peter Mondavi. 

I began to think about 
the wine industry in an 
historical sense, rather than 
focusing on the boundless 
agricultural and economic 
aspects of winemaking. I 
decided the subject of this 
week’s column would be a 
broad-brushed insight into 

the pioneers of Napa Valley winemaking.
Despite the legacy of early wine 

producers, the United States wine 
industry does not have the deep, sustained 
longevity of Western Europe. Legacy in 
the United States rarely is deeper than 

two generations. By contrast, in France, 
Italy and Spain, family wineries have been 
plying their trade for six, sometimes 10, 
even 20 generations. The Antinori family 
has been continuously making fine wines 
for 26 generations, since 1385.

In the United States, winemaking began 
in earnest in the mid to late 19th century. 
The wave of European immigrants to 
California, notably Napa Valley, in 
pursuit of a better life, brought 
with them generations of 
winemaking heritage. And they 
were modestly successful. 

The next wave of 
winemakers, in the early 
20th century, discovered the 
unique terroir of the Napa Valley. 
Pioneers like the Mondavi family, the Gallo 
brothers, Georges de Latour and Louis P. 
Martini introduced wine lovers to high 
quality wines and refined winemaking 
techniques. Americans began consuming 
wine as never before.

Then a tsunami hit our shores. In 1920, 
Prohibition shut down the wine industry 
for 13 years. Decimated, it was not to fully 
recover for nearly 50 years. 

The most recent wave of winemakers to 
Napa Valley comes from all walks of life and 
with a broad range of experience. This new 
breed includes wealthy individuals who 
made their fortunes in other industries 

and became enamored with wine. Many 
considered wine as a means to be one with 
nature, escaping the capitalist trappings 
of mainstream society. Others considered 
wine as the ultimate trophy, and a winery 
the pinnacle of bragging rights. 

Whether considering wine as a 
vocation or an avocation, today’s 
California wine industry is a far 
cry from that of the early settlers. 
One of the prime differentiators 
is the investment required to 

own and run a winery. In 
Napa Valley, the cost of prime 
wine property can be as high 

as $300,000 per acre, compared 
to a more affordable $100 in 

the late 1800s. Very few aspiring 
entrepreneurs, or the progenitors of 
pioneers, will be able to create, or sustain, 
a longstanding legacy.    

Coming up: more on the stars of Napa 
Valley, from its beginnings to the present 
day. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

The Legacy in a Bottle of California’s Napa Valley Wine

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
Irving Farm Coffee Roasters in Millerton provided 
coffee service. 

SIMON FELDMAN PHOTO
From left, The Valley Table editor Jerry Novesky, 
publisher Janet Crawshaw, Chappaqua’s 
Crabtree’s Kittle House owner John Crabtree and 
Peter X. Kelly, chef  and owner of  Xaviars X2O on 
the Hudson, at the Feb. 29 kickoff  of  Hudson 
Valley Restaurant Week.
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