
By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Planning Board 

last week approved the town’s plans for 
a new landscaped park near downtown 
Armonk on a parcel that saw most of its 
trees toppled during Superstorm Sandy.

Site plan approval and wetlands and 
tree removal permits were granted 
March 21 for Wampus Park South, a 2.7-
acre property located at the southwest 
corner of Maple Avenue and Bedford 
Road and across the street from the 
larger municipal facility Wampus Brook 
Park. 

About 1.6 acres is town owned, but 
North Castle has state Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
permission to use the balance of the 
land.

Plans call for the park to feature 
two lawns for passive recreation, said 
engineer Joseph Cermele of Kellard 
Engineering and Consulting. There will 

By Martin Wilbur
Westchester County police arrested a 

homeless man on Sunday after he slashed 
another man with a box cutter on Kirby 
Plaza in Mount Kisco.

Minutes after the 1:20 p.m. attack, 
Santos Contreras, 29, who has no fixed 
address, was taken into custody at a 
nearby deli and charged with second-
degree assault, a felony. The box cutter 
used in the slashing was found in his 
possession, police said.

The incident began when county police 
received initial reports that someone 
had been stabbed near the Mount 
Kisco train station, according to Kieran 
O’Leary, public information officer for 
the Westchester County Department 
of Public Safety. Responding officers 

By Arthur Cusano
Pleasantville residents can expect 

to see an upswing in traffic through 
the village’s streets during the evening 
next week as a major Department of 
Transportation (DOT) project begins on 
the Saw Mill Parkway. 

The project calls for closures and 
detours this spring and summer as parts 
of the roadway will be replaced to help 
alleviate flooding. 

“We’re happy about that,” said Village 
Administrator Patricia Dwyer. “We’re 
just not happy about the impact on the 
village. But we certainly like to see the 
(infrastructure) investments made here.”

Residents have been notified of the 
project by mail and an informational 
forum was held by the village on March 
7 that was recorded and can be viewed 
on demand at www.PCTV76.org. 

The first phase of the project begins 
the week of Apr. 3 and is scheduled to 
run until July 1. The work will take 

place overnight from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m., 
forcing closure of the parkway between 
Marble Avenue and Grant Street in both 
directions.

Starting at about 9 p.m. each night, 
southbound traffic will be corralled 
into one lane and forced to make a left 
turn off the parkway onto Grant Street. 
Drivers will follow the detour to the 
parkway’s Marble Avenue entrance to 
continue southbound.

Northbound drivers will be forced to 
exit at Marble Avenue and re-enter the 
parkway at Grant Street. The traffic light 
cycle will be synchronized on the detour 
route to reduce congestion. Meanwhile, 
Depew Street will be closed to through 
traffic to avoid having motorists try and 
circumvent the detour.

A more intense summer phase 
will see the southbound lanes closed 
completely for about 21 days while the 
northbound lanes will be split at Marble 
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The area that will house Wampus Park South in 
Armonk, pictured here in 2013 after dozens of  
trees had been knocked down during Superstorm 
Sandy, will be meticulously landscaped for passive 
recreation.

This stretch of  the Saw Mill Parkway between Marble Avenue in Thornwood and Grant Street in 
Pleasantville will be void of  traffic at night starting next week, replaced by construction crews who will 
be undertaking a two-phase project this spring and summer to help alleviate flooding in that vicinity.

Santos Contreras, the suspect charged in Sunday’s 
box cutter attack near the Mount Kisco train station.
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IMPORTANT NEWS FOR ATHLETES
What you should know about preventing knee injuries

Victor Khabie, MD, FAAOS, FACS  
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Director, Sports Medicine
Northern Westchester Hospital 
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Ask the Doctor

Did You Know? 
Female athletes are 2 to 10 times 
more likely to suffer an ACL injury 
than male athletes engaged in 
the same sport.

therapies. The three injuries mentioned here require different treatment, and we 
are deeply experienced in each. An injured ACL must be surgically replaced with a 
new ligament taken from the patient’s own body. An MCL injury normally heals 
with physical therapy, while a meniscus tear requires surgical repair. 

Q: Is it possible to prevent sports-related knee injuries?
A: Female athletes are much more likely to suffer an ACL injury. The good news is 
that a specific 20-minute warm-up called a neuromuscular injury-prevention and 
performance enhancement program can dramatically reduce ACL injuries among 
female athletes. Inquire at the local gym for personal trainers who have been 
trained in this protective conditioning program, and can offer it outside of normal 
practice. Male athletes can also improve stability from the warm-up.

Parents also need to monitor the number and type of sports a young athlete is 
involved in. It’s important to offset activities that stress the knee with others 
that offer respite. Be aware: Playing sports year-round with no break can stress 
the knee to the point of injury.

Q: What are the most common sports-related knee injuries?
A: There are three:
• An injury to the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL), a key ligament stabilizing 

the knee, either tears the ACL in two or rips it from the femur (thighbone).  
• Damage to the medial collateral ligament (MCL), which keeps the tibia

(shinbone) in place, usually consists of a partial tear. 
• Made of cartilage, the meniscus is the knee’s “shock absorber,” and a tear

causes pain and dysfunction. 

Q: When should an athlete seek medical attention for a knee injury? 
A: If, after two or three days, your knee is swollen; you are limping; you can’t 
put your full weight on the leg; or you are in pain, head to the ER for an x-ray to 
determine if there’s a break or fracture. Whatever the outcome, you should see 
an orthopedic specialist without delay. Knee injuries often require surgical repair, 
and left untreated, can have long-term consequences.

At Northern Westchester Hospital, we treat the full range of sports-related knee 
injuries with the most advanced surgical procedures and rehabilitative physical 

Visit www.nwhorthoandspine.org to 
view our orthopedic videos.
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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Avenue to allow traffic to proceed in 
both directions. This phase will start no 
earlier than July 10 and must end by Aug. 
26. Village officials anticipate the work to 
begin July 11.

Dwyer said that additional DOT work 
along the parkway is also ramping up in 
nearby municipalities, including Ardsley 
and Mount Kisco, and advised motorists 
to prepare for additional traffic and 
detours elsewhere on the Saw Mill.

The Grant Street intersection will be 
closed to pedestrian traffic during the 
parkway detours. When the 24-hour 
work begins in the summer, that walkway 
will be closed around the clock until the 
work is completed. Residents who use 
the walkway on a regular basis will have 
to cross the parkway on Pleasantville 
Road.

Losing access to Grant Street for 
a few months will have an eventual 
upside: ECCO III Enterprises, Inc., the 
contractor overseeing the project, will 
be renovating the road on the western 
side of the parkway to make the street 
safer. The location has been the site of 
numerous accidents in recent years. The 
company will be straightening the road 
and adding a sidewalk and better access 
for pedestrians at the signal.

Residents may have also noticed that 

crews have been working on a sewer 
relocation project on Pleasantville 
and Manville roads in advance of that 
project. A sewer line is being moved that 
runs under one of the bridge decks. That 
will be completed before the parkway 
work begins, Dwyer said.

William Cromeek of ECCO III 
Enterprises said his workers would do 
what they could to reduce noise and 
high-powered work lights. Lights will be 
pointed downward to prevent them from 
shining directly into residents’ windows.

Cromeek said the roughly 25 
construction workers will park in 
legal parking locations on the roads 
surrounding the parkway, and would 
carpool when possible to bring fewer 
vehicles to the vicinity of the work site.

North Castle Approves Plans for New 
Armonk Passive Park

continued from page 1
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ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
William Cromeek of  ECCO III Enterprises recently 
gave a presentation to residents on the planned 
Saw Mill Parkway renovation project at a meeting 
in Pleasantville. Work will begin Apr. 3.

Saw Mill Parkway Project, Detours Set to 
Begin Next Week

be an interior path that runs along the 
Wampus River, which flows through 
the land, and LED lighting that matches 
other lights in the area. 

There will also be a lot with 20 
parking spaces with ingress and egress 
from Bedford Road and park furniture 
that will be installed.

Cermele said once completed the park 
will provide “a much cleaner, greener 
area than what you see right now.”

“We’re all ready to go,” he said. “We 
have some final details to work out with 
Parks and Rec at this point. We have bid 
documents ready to go out.”

Two nights later the item came before 
the town board. Town Administrator 
Joan Goldberg said minor details such as 
the park furniture and trash receptacles 
need to be ironed out before the town 
can go out to bid on the project. It is 
expected that work will commence in 
June or July, she said.

It is unclear how long it will take to 
complete the project since a variety 
of specimen trees have to be planted 

in the fall to provide screening and 
shade, Goldberg said, although it is not 
considered an extensive job.

However, once done the new 
park promises to add to the area’s 
attractiveness.

“It’s going to be really beautiful,” said 
Goldberg who expects the property to 
be fully completed by next spring. “This 
is going to look wonderful.”

Water to irrigate the park will be 
derived from Wampus River so town 
water will not have to be used, Goldberg 
mentioned. In addition, the irrigation 
system within the park will be visually 
pleasing, she said.

Last week’s approval came nearly 
three-and-a-half years after Superstorm 
Sandy decimated the once densely 
forested area. The majority of the trees 
were knocked over by powerful winds. 
After the town cleared the land, it first 
discussed the possibility of a dog park 
at the site. 

However, opposition surfaced and 
plans were eventually redirected toward 
using the area for passive recreation.

continued from page 1
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By Arthur Cusano
Plans to tear down the free-

standing structure at 39 Marble Ave. 
in Pleasantville that formerly housed a 
Pizza Hut restaurant and construct a new 
building received the green light from the 
village planning board last week.

The property was sold to the firm 
Damiano Barile Engineers P.C. of White 
Plains last November. Owner Laurence 
Barile, a Pleasantville resident, told village 
trustees in the fall that his company of 14 
employees plans to erect a new two-story 
building with retail space on the first 
floor, possibly a restaurant. The firm plans 
to move its office into the second floor.

The next step lies with the applicant, 
said Building Inspector William Hughes.

“We’re waiting for building permits, for 
construction drawings to get approved 
by the building code,” Hughes said. 
“They got their planning approval and 
zoning variances, so at this point it’s a full 
submittal.”

Site plan approval was unanimously 
granted by the Pleasantville Planning 
Commission at its meeting last 
Wednesday after issuing a negative 
environmental impact declaration for the 
project.

Hughes said it was not yet known what 
kind of business would occupy the first 
floor, but said a traditional restaurant 
seemed likely.

“That’s the most restricted use, so they 
opted for that end which was smart,” 
he said. “But if a retail place comes in 
and offers them something, they could 
potentially have to go back to planning 
depending on the impact on the area.”

A restaurant under village code offers 
formal dining with table service. Putting 
a fast-food style restaurant in the space, 
which by village definition must have 
more than eight seats, may require 

additional variances, Hughes said.
Damiano Barile Engineers P.C. 

specializes in electrical and HVAC 
work, and will likely handle most of the 
project’s interior tasks itself. Barile told 
village trustees he hoped to have the 
work completed before the end of next 
year. The company may seek a certificate 
of occupancy to move into the building 
before a first-floor tenant is secured, 
according to the planning board proposal.

The current beige structure has sat 
vacant since the summer, when Pizza 
Hut abruptly shut down. The building’s 
owner has since painted the signature red 
roof and removed all Pizza Hut signage, 
as is required by the company’s corporate 
ownership when a franchise closes. 

The additional parking lot built by Pizza 
Hut located across Hobby Street is still 
owned by the corporation and its fate has 
yet to be determined, Hughes mentioned.

“We’re going to send a letter to Pizza 
Hut reminding them,” he said. “They may 
not even know they own it. If someone 
gets hurt there they could be liable.”

Plans for P’ville’s Former Pizza Hut Property Move Forward

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
The new owner of  the Marble Avenue property previously held by Pizza Hut received final approval last 
week to build a new two-story building that will have retail on the ground floor and house the applicant’s 
offices upstairs.

EARTHY ITALIAN 
COMFORT FOODRustic,

Earth Water

Fire Pizza

One Kent Place, Armonk
914.273.3535

amorearmonk.com
LUNCH • DINNER •BAR • CATERING

CARRY-OUT •DELIVERY • DINING AL FRESCO

241-3851
Norm Ave.
Mt. Kisco

(next to Kohl’s)

• Gravel • Mulches • Topsoil • Fieldstone
• Sand • Stonedust • Sweet Peet
• BBQ Pits • Flagstone • Item #4
• Belgian Block • Cobblestones

• Wallstone • Brick Pavers
• Stepping Stones • Soil/Fill

www.bedfordgravel.com

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Serving the Area Since 1949

Topsoil 
• Sand • Sand • • Stonedust • Stonedust • • Sweet Peet• Sweet Peet•
• BBQ Pits • BBQ Pits • • Flagstone • Flagstone • • Item #4• Item #4•
• Belgian Block 

 Flagstone 
 Belgian Block 

 Flagstone 
• Belgian Block • • Cobblestones

 Flagstone 
 Cobblestones

 Flagstone 
• Cobblestones•

• Wallstone 
 Belgian Block 

 Wallstone 
 Belgian Block 

• Wallstone • • Brick Pavers
 Belgian Block 

 Brick Pavers
 Belgian Block 

• Brick Pavers•
• Stepping Stones • Soil/Fill• Soil/Fill•

www.bedfordgravel.com

Jewelry Designer
John Armak

Creating the New Look
John Armak can create a 

new look with your existing 
jewelry or any imagination 

you have in mind.

Exceptional discounts on
pre-owned luxury watches

(Rolex-Cartier-Ebel)

A Perfect Piece for Every Occasion

968 Broadway Thornwood (ShopRite/CVS Shopping Center)  • 914 741 1920

15% Off 
Jewelry Purchase

With this coupon.
Not valid with any 

other offers.

$5 OFF 
Any Repair of $35 or more

With this coupon.
Not valid with any other offers.

$5 Battery
Replacement 

With this coupon. On most watches.
Not valid with any other offer.

CASH ONLY

Private, One-on-One 
Tutoring

I can help your child with...
Homework  • Study Skills  

• Test Prep  
Time Management  • Organization

All Grades  • Experienced 
Lauren

Lauren.s.tutor@gmail.com
Credentials:

Bachelor Degree in Biology 
Doctorate in Health Science 



March 29 - April 4, 2016 The Examiner6

If you find the Town of New Castle to 
be very blue this Saturday, it’s not because 
it’s down in the dumps, but helping a very 
good cause. 

Every year Apr. 2 is the day the United 
Nations celebrates its international “Light 
It Up Blue” campaign to raise awareness 
for autism. People from around the 
world join together in support of Autism 
Awareness Month by lighting up their 
communities or wearing blue. Thousands 
of iconic landmarks, skyscrapers, 
schools, businesses and homes across the 
globe unite by shining bright blue lights 
in honor of the millions of individuals 
and families affected by autism.

According to Autism Speaks, the 
world’s leading autism science and 
advocacy organization, autism is one 
of the fastest-growing developmental 
disorders in the U.S., now affecting 1 in 
68 children and 1 in 42 boys.

The town is helping raise awareness 
about the growing public health concern 
by illuminating its gazebo in blue 
light. There will also be blue ribbons 
throughout downtown Chappaqua and 
Millwood. 

The town recognizes that youth with 
special needs and their families have 
unique needs that are not easily addressed 
and is committed to inclusion and 
providing opportunities for recreation 

and enrichment that 
improves the quality 
of life to residents of 
all abilities. The town 
recently created the 
Exceptional People of 
New Castle to support the 
needs of residents with 
special needs. Besides 
sports programs, the 
committee will focus on 
organized recreational, 
educational, social and 
skill building activities 
and also raise general 
awareness about the 
needs and rights of 
persons with disabilities. 
The committee will also work to provide 
educational, employment and theatrical 
opportunities.

“On Apr. 2 we are asking residents 
and building owners to do their part 
in raising awareness to shine a much-
needed light on autism and its impacts,” 
said Supervisor Rob Greenstein. “Our 
lives are all touched in one way or another 
by the growing epidemic of autism. Our 
community is honored to join those 
across the world to Light It Up Blue.”  

New Castle resident Danielle Abrosh 
Gootzeit, a mother of a child with 
autism, wanted to bring Light It Up Blue 

to the town. The response from town 
government, the business community 
and residents has been overwhelming 
and touching, she said.

“I am so proud to live in such a caring 
community,” Gootzeit said. “When 
a community supports people with 
autism it makes a world of difference in 
their lives. Our local merchants are so 
incredibly supportive and generous. I 
can’t thank them enough.”

Visit stores throughout the town’s 
business hamlets this Saturday to 
participate in the specials that are being 
held.

continued from page 1
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located a man walking near the Chase 
bank branch on Main Street near South 
Moger Avenue who was bleeding from 
deep cuts to his left hand.

The victim told county police 
Detective Joseph Donza that a man 
known to him had committed the 
assault. He said his attacker was angry 
with him because he had refused to 
buy beer for him the night before. 
Both men had known each other for an 
undetermined period of time, O’Leary 
said. 

Police said witnesses told officers that 
the assailant had gone into a deli along 
Main Street. Officer Ryan Watts located 
the suspect there and took him into 
custody.

The victim was transported by the 
Mount Kisco Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps to Northern Westchester Hospital, 
where he was treated and released.

Contreras was arraigned before 
Village Justice Mark Farrell Sunday 
night and is being held in lieu of $5,000 
bail at the Westchester County Jail in 
Valhalla.

Homeless Man 
Charged in Box 
Cutter Stabbing 
in Mount Kisco

New Castle’s gazebo at Recreation Field will be awash in blue 
this Saturday in commemoration of  Light it Up Blue to help raise 
awareness for autism.

Town of New Castle, Merchants to Support Autism Awareness Apr. 2
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Kisco Village Manager Edward 

Brancati has proposed a $21.5 million 
tentative 2016-17 general fund budget that 
carries a proposed tax rate increase of 1.88 
percent. 

Brancati said under the state’s 
complicated tax cap formula the village is 
able to adhere to the cap despite the .12 
percent ceiling set this year. The village 
has a growth factor of .8 percent, a tax 
cap carryover of about 1.3 percent from 
the current fiscal year and an adjustment 
in the tax rate of .36 percent to reflect 
the village’s total taxable assessed value, 
Brancati outlined in his budget message to 
the village board. 

A budget-to-budget spending increase 
of $572,462 (2.7 percent) for the general 
fund has been proposed. The owner of the 
average assessed home ($36,000) would see 
property taxes increase by $66, but would 
be refunded by the state because the village 
would comply with the state tax freeze.

The village’s intermunicipal agreement 
with the Westchester County Department 
of Public Safety for police services, which 
began June 1, 2015, has led to savings 
for the village, Brancati stated in his 
message. It had been projected that police 
consolidation would save Mount Kisco 
about $2.5 million over the five-year 
contract.

“The majority of all appropriations that 
existed in prior year budgets for payroll, 

benefits, equipment, training, insurance, 
and all other related appropriations have 
been significantly reduced or eliminated 
and condensed into one appropriation to 
reflect the annual payment to Westchester 
County as stipulated in the IMA,” Brancati 
wrote. 

While the cost of village employee health 
insurance premiums has risen 3 percent, 
contributions to the New York State 
Retirement System have dropped slightly 
for the second consecutive year, he noted.

Brancati stated that sales tax revenue 

“remains strong.” He anticipates revenue 
to increase $55,000 in the next fiscal year. 

Brancati is proposing to eliminate a 
vacant position that was split between 
his office and the assessor’s office that 
will save more than $40,000. Keeping a 
vacant position open in the Department 
of Public Works would save an additional 
$38,000. 

In the building department, Brancati 
is looking to add one full-time 
administrative aide and two part-time fire 

inspectors to deal with the department’s 
new comprehensive fire inspection 
program. The new full-time employee 
would have several other duties, including 
administering the village’s Landlord 
Registry and working to eliminate illegal 
housing and overcrowding, he said. 

A public hearing on the 2016-17 budget 
is scheduled for Monday, Apr. 4 at 7:30 
p.m. at village hall. Trustees are tentatively 
scheduled to adopt the spending plan on 
Apr. 18. 

Chance for Young Musicians to Open 
2016 P’ville Music Festival

The Pleasantville Music Festival is 
excited to invite local young musicians 
to compete for a chance to open at the 
2016 festival this summer. 

Musicians up to 26 years old who play 
original music can sign up to participate 
in the Battle of the Bands.

The competition, being held for the 
second year in a row, is designed to 
showcase local young talent and is open 
to residents of Westchester, Rockland, 
Putnam, Fairfield, Bergen County, N.J. 
and the Bronx. 

“We want to showcase local talent at 
our festival and make it easier for young 
performers to be heard,” said Bruce 
Figler, director of the Pleasantville Music 

Festival. “Often these young artists don’t 
have the resources or opportunities to 
be seen by audiences in our area.” 

Performers will compete in front of 
judges at Lucy’s Lounge in Pleasantville 
on Sunday, May 15 and at Copper Face 
Jacks in White Plains on Sunday, May 
22. The finals will be held at MTK 
Tavern in Mount Kisco on Sunday, 
June 5. There will be two winners 
chosen, who will get to open either the 
Chill Tent Stage or the Party Stage at 
the 2016 Pleasantville Music Festival 
on Saturday, July 9.

Musicians interested in 
participating should visit www.
pleasantvillemusicfestival.com.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Kisco Village Manager Edward Brancati 
released the proposed 2016-17 village budget 
last week.

Tentative $21.5M Mt. Kisco Budget Proposes 1.88% Tax Hike

Dan Maguire
Nuisance 
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can let one rest, lay fallow.”
Connecticut-based Environmental 

Human Health, Inc. (EHHI), a nonprofit 
comprised of 10 physicians and public 
health officials, is one of the leading 
opponents of artificial turf and released a 
report on potential health risks of crumb 
rubber in 2007. Its president, Nancy 
Alderman, maintains that grass is the 
safest playing surface for student-athletes.  

“If they would just spend a quarter of 
the money that the more than $1 million 
synthetic turf field costs on a really first-
rate grass field, they would have a good 
field and a safe field,” said Alderman.

McGaffey said while the board will 
consider the health impact of all materials, 
it also needs to look at injury rates, which 
he noted have been greatly reduced since 
the school switched from grass to crumb 
rubber turf more than a decade ago. 

Even if it was feasible to use natural grass 
fields, Fox-Alter said it would be too costly. 
Another staff member would be needed to 
manage buildings and grounds, and the 
district would have to install an irrigation 
system and purchase sod, because grass 
seeds wouldn’t have time to set with the 
amount of activity.  

There is, however, no definitive 
scientific link between crumb rubber and 
cancer as of yet, and artificial turf fields 
are considered safe to use by a variety of 

government agencies. 
Finkelstein and parent Linda Kluge 

noted that crumb rubber particles stick 
to everything, from clothing to balls used 
on the field. The biggest concern PACT 
members have, however, is that when 
children are running or diving on the 
fields, particles are kicked up and can be 
ingested into the mouth and lungs. 

Fox-Alter said that since the artificial 
turf fields were initially installed 12 years 
ago, she hasn’t heard any complaints about 
the particles. The only comments she has 
received recently are from people who 
want to see the aging fields replaced. 

Galvez said the long-term health and 
environmental impacts of crumb rubber 
turf must be assessed before doctors can 
definitively determine if it is unsafe for 
use by children. She noted that natural 
grass is always worth considering, but it 
is premature to conclude that artificial 
surfaces are a health risk without more 
research.  

“Access to sports fields is very important 
for people of all ages. We want to encourage 
people to get out and be active and we also 
want them to be in healthy environments,” 
Galvez said. 

If crumb rubber turf is utilized, Galvez 
said hand-washing stations should be 
provided and shoes worn on the field 
should be removed before going indoors. 
She said as of now, the main concern 

doctors have with artificial turf is heat, 
where temperatures on the surface can rise 
to more than 120 degrees. Galvez said she 
has known children to have been scalded 
running onto the field barefoot. 

Fox-Alter said the district is currently 
awaiting approval from the state Education 
Department to begin the bidding process. 
Officials are in the stage of gathering 
information on the various types of fills 
that can be used for the artificial turf. She 
noted that in April, a month before the 
vote, the board presented the proposed 
project to the public. Several different 
choices for fill, including crumb rubber 
and natural options, were discussed. 

“People are jumping to a conclusion 

that that means they’re going to pick 
[crumb rubber] and nothing can be more 
inaccurate than that statement,” Fox-Alter 
said. 

She explained that all fill options are still 
on the table and the project was always 
slated to use some type of artificial turf. 
District officials held several community 
forums last year and published a brochure 
explaining the scope of the project to 
residents before the vote, noting that the 
new fields would be synthetic and that 
grass was not being considered. 

The Board of Education will hold a 
facilities meeting Jan. 27, where the project 
will be discussed. 

P’ville Parents Group Claims Artificial Turf Isn’t Safe
continued from page 1
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The Pleasantville High School athletic field and the district’s other two schools are slated to receive an 
artificial surface that a group of  parents have contended may be harmful to students’ health.
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If you want to see expertise and precision you 
should see how well his hip moves.

As captain of the 2016 US Olympic Fencing Team, Francisco Martin 
knows a thing or two about finding the most talented fencers. He 
looks for expertise and precision. So it was no surprise when he 
chose the orthopedics team at Phelps Memorial Hospital to replace 
his hip. He was confident in their excellence – from top surgeons 
and superior diagnostics to outstanding inpatient and outpatient 
physical rehab, including aquatic therapy. With the orthopedics 
team at Phelps on his side, Francisco Martin was soon back doing 
what he does best – coaching the US Olympic Fencing Team.

Find out more about our superior orthopedics team.  
1-888-888-2311 • phelpshospital.org/ortho.

 Get better. Here.
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By Arthur Cusano
The Pleasantville Board of Education 

may leave the New York State School 
Boards Association (NYSSBA) over its 
state aid policies and may try to recruit 
other are school boards to follow suit.

Board President Shane McGaffey said 
the board started considering the move 
after the annual convention meeting in 
Albany last November.

“Some of the questions we asked, we 
felt we didn’t get good answers to,” he 
said.

The most pressing issue raised was 
the allocation of the state’s foundation 
aid, which McGaffey said isn’t being 
dispersed using any sort of publicly 
known formula. As a result, many 
Westchester school districts are 
receiving little to no new additional aid.

“Their response was that they just 
cared about the bottom line and about 
how education funding was going to 
be increased, not how it’s distributed,” 
McGaffey said of NYSSBA. “I asked 
the question again, just to be sure I 
understood their answer and give them 
another chance to realize that half the 
people in the room would probably be 
very disappointed to know they weren’t 
fighting for fairness at all. Within the 
next five minutes, half the school board 
members in the room had left.”

School boards pay annual dues to 
NYSSBA. Pleasantville pays more than 
$9,000, McGaffey said.  

“Any formula where you put money 
in should distribute it so high needs 
get more and low needs get less,” he 
said. “But just because you’re low need 
doesn’t mean you should get nothing. 
And the governor’s formula right now is 
such that we’re getting nothing.”

McGaffey said while the board is 
mulling its departure from NYSSBA, 
it may become more vested in the 
Westchester-Putnam School Boards 
Association, which is actively pursuing 
the interests of Pleasantville and similar 
districts. He said the board will vote on 
a resolution whether to leave at either 
the Apr. 5 or Apr. 19 meetings.

“I would advocate that we take those 
dues we are paying to NYSSBA, keep 
that money in our budget, and give 
it to the Westchester-Putnam School 
Boards Association to use for TV ads or 
print media to highlight the issues this 
region finds important, which the state 
organization isn’t highlighting at all,” 
McGaffey said.

H said he intends to reach out to other 
boards to gauge whether there’s similar 
interest in the area.

Trustee Louis Conte, who sits on the 
Westchester-Putnam School Boards 

Association Board of Directors, said 
he recognized how difficult it is for 
NYSSBA to represent the diverse range 
of districts throughout the state, but 
said the Westchester-Putnam group has 
done a better job.

“A board from the Finger Lakes 

(region) took out a $40 million bond 
for capital improvements and got aid for 
90 percent of it in state aid,” Conte said. 
“They didn’t have to ask their taxpayers 
for much. But we get much less (aid) 
around here.”

Conte said there is a misconception 
that everyone who lives in Westchester 
and Putnam is affluent, and that 
perception affects the way decisions are 
made in Albany.

“We shouldn’t get as much state aid as 
Buffalo, but we shouldn’t get zero,” he 
said.

Conte said there was also concern 
over NYSSBA’s disclosure policies, 
and whether the organization was 
taking contributions from for-profit 
educational companies, including 
testing firms, involved in the state’s 
recently implemented Common Core 
programs. Motions to make NYSSBA’s 
financial statements open to the 
public were voted down at November’s 
meeting. Conte said he and other board 
members had a right to know who may 
be influencing the organization they 
fund. 

“We have an obligation to speak out 
on these things,” Conte said. “We’re 
supposed to be on the side of the kids 
and the taxpayers.”

Pleasantville Board of Ed Contemplates Leaving State Group 

Pleasantville Board of  Education President Shane 
McGaffey said the board is miffed at the poor 
advocacy efforts of  the New York State School 
Boards Association to help Westchester districts 
fight for more state aid.

“Offering you one-of-a kind service”
Now in two locations

For over 70 years, Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services has helped families say farewell to loved ones 
in a special way. They have used our funeral home 

because of our reputation for highly personalized 
services delivered with unprecedented attention to 

detail and the utmost respect.  

In order to better serve the families in our area 
and offer greater convenience, we have added 
an additional facility. With the acquisition of the 
former McElroy-Flynn Funeral Home, families  
can be assured they will receive the same 
caring, personal service they have come to 
expect from Ballard-Durand in White Plains  
and now in Elmsford.

We encourage you to call us if you have any 
questions, or stop by for a personal tour.

©2012 MKJ Marketing

2 Maple Avenue  •  White Plains, NY  •  914-949-0566
72 East Main Street  •  Elmsford, NY  •  914-592-6300 

www.BallardDurand.com
Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/BallardDurand

Mat thew J .  F ior i l lo ,  Owner /Funera l  D i rec tor

Once again Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is proud to be one of 
the nearly 1000 Veterans & Family Memorial Care providers across America that 
is participating in this year’s annual VFMC Stockings for Soldiers initiative. Last 

years program was a huge success. From now thru December 2nd please stop in 
to either funeral home location to pick-up a Free Stocking to take home, decorate 
and stuff with holiday cheer. You will receive a list of recommended items along 

with the free stocking. Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services will ship the 
stockings at their expense, to troops abroad in time for the holidays. “Sending 

our heroes some good tidings and holiday cheer is a great way for us to show our 
support and appreciation for the sacrifi ces they make to keep our country safe 
and secure”said Matthew Fiorillo, owner of Ballard-Durand Funeral & Crema-

tion Services. In addition Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is also an 
offi cial drop off center for Cell Phones for Soldiers. Please bring in your old cell 

phones to help our troops call home this holiday season. The old cell phones are 
recycled and turned into free calling cards for our heroes. To date VFMC Providers 
nationwide have collected enough old cell phones to provide our troops overseas 
with nearly 4 Million free calling minutes. You may stop by either of our locations 

now thru December 1st on Monday thru Friday between the hours of 9am and 
2pm to pick-up your Free stocking or drop off an old cell phone. 

Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services, 
One-of-a-kind service now in two locations: 

STOCKINGS FOR SOLDIERS
Send our troops a little taste of home for the holidays. 

Advertorial

Question: What if I pre-arrange and 
pre-fund my funeral expenses and my 
family disagrees with my wishes after I 
am gone?

Answer:
Great question Ann and thank you for 
emailing me, I’m sure others have the 
exact same question.  In New York State, 
you can sign a legal document outlining 
your wishes so they are carried out after 
your death, even if some or all of your re-
maining relatives disagree. An “Appoint-
ment of Agent” form is an agreement 
between you and the person you place in 
charge of managing your arrangements 
after your death. So if, for example, you 
want to be cremated, and not all of your 
children agree, your legal document su-
persedes and your wishes will be carried 
out, as your designee directs. However, 
these kinds of legal agreements MUST be 

made prior to your death.  Please email us 
at info@BallardDurand.com to request a 
copy of this form and to receive our free 
brochure “10 Mistakes to Avoid in Funer-
al Planning”.

An additional question I’m often asked is 
how will I know you will be in business 
20 years from now, 30 years from now?  
Is my money safe?  The answer here at 
Ballard-Durand is yes.  We place all pre-
paid funds in an interest bearing Trust 
Account that is only payable to us upon 
the individuals death.  At Ballard-Du-
rand all funerals that are prepaid with 
us are protected from inflation and are 
fully guaranteed never to increase over 
the years.  Pre-planning with us provides 
you with the peace of mind in knowing 
that everything will be taken care of as 
per your wishes.

The following is the sixth in a series of  
columns from Matthew Fiorillo, of  
Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services. The columns deal with issues 
families must deal with prior to and after 
a loved one passes away.Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts

 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 
Commercial Litigation| Real Estate
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Pleasantville Police Department

March 19: An 18-year-old Hawthorne 
man was arrested at 8:41 p.m. on Marble 
Avenue following a traffic stop. He was 
found to be in possession of marijuana 
and marijuana paraphernalia and 
methylphenidate (Ritalin) pills. He was 
charged with seventh-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled substance, 
a Class A misdemeanor, and unlawful 
possession of marijuana, a violation. 

March 19: A 25-year-old White Plains 
woman was arrested at 12:31 a.m. and 
charged with driving while intoxicated, 
an unclassified misdemeanor, following 
a one-car accident on Bedford Road.

March 20: Two 23-year-old White 
Plains men were arrested at 12:31 a.m. 
following a traffic stop on Broadway. 
They were charged with unlawful 
possession of marijuana, a violation, 
after being found with marijuana and a 
marijuana pipe.

North Castle Police Department

March 18: A complainant reported 
at headquarters at 11:29 a.m. to report 
losing his town-issued handicap parking 
permit about three days ago in front of 
Schriefer’s Deli on Main Street. A report 
was created as a matter of record.

March 18: Report of a dispute on 
Main Street at 1:45 p.m. The caller 

reported being involved in some sort 
of altercation involving his vehicle and 
the owner of Schriefer’s Deli. The caller 
stated that someone was damaging his 
vehicle and that someone needed to do 
something about it. The dispatching 
officer contacted the deli and was 
told that a customer was arguing with 
the owner because he was blocking 
the driveway and refused to move 
his vehicle. The responding officers 
reported the dispute was verbal; matter 
adjusted.

March 19: Report of a dispute 
between two neighbors on William 
Street at 5:13 p.m. The complainant 
reported that she and her neighbor were 
involved in a minor dispute when she 
asked the neighbor to stop washing his 
car next to her driveway because the 
water was going into her drainage. The 
responding officers spoke with both 
parties. The matter was adjusted.

March 20: Following a traffic stop 
on King Street at 4 p.m., the driver was 
found to be operating a vehicle with a 
suspended registration. The vehicle was 
impounded and the operator was issued 
a summons.

March 22: Report of a brush fire on 
Nannyhagen Road at 3:38 p.m. Mount 
Pleasant police are requesting than a 
North Castle officer block entry to the 
road at Route 120. Firefighters were on 
the scene working on the fire.

Lucy Carpenito
Lucy Carpenito of North White Plains 

died on March 25. 
She was 84.
Carpenito was born on June 30, 1931, 

to the late Anthony and Anna Morabito 
in White Plains. She was predeceased by 
her devoted husband, Joseph Carpenito, 
in 2005, her brothers, Tony, Jimmy and 
Louie and sisters Gloria and Marion. She 
is survived by her loving children, James, 
Michael, Guido (Donna) and Thomas 
Carpenito, all of North White Plains, and 

Karen Carpenito of West Harrison; one 
sister, Edith Ricci, of North White Plains; 
eight cherished grandchildren, Kimberly, 
Jennifer, Jennifer, Michelle, Tommy, 
Karen, Michael and Christina; and five 
great-grandchildren. 

Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home today (Tuesday) from 5 to 9 p.m. A 
funeral Mass will be held at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church in White Plains on 
Wednesday, March 30 at 10 a.m. followed 
by interment at Mount Calvary Cemetery 
in Greenburgh.

Obituaries

Police Blotter

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Kathleen Carpenter
Kathleen W. Carpenter of Hawthorne 

died on March 26. 
She was 62.
Carpenter was born on May 6, 1953, to 

Martin and Adele (nee Baviello) Woodruff 
in Port Chester. She was a teacher at Pleasant 
Hill Nursery School in Pleasantville. 

Carpenter is survived by her mother, 
Adele Woodruff, of Mamaroneck; her 
devoted husband, Dennis Carpenter, of 
Hawthorne; her loving children, John 

(Christina) Carpenter of Pleasantville 
and Casey Carpenter of Hawthorne; one 
brother, Martin (Christina) Woodruff, of 
Thornwood; one sister, Christine Woodruff, 
of Mamaroneck; and by her cherished 
granddaughter Adella Carpenter. 

Visitation will be at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Wednesday, March 30 from 4 to 
8 p.m. A funeral Mass will be held at Holy 
Rosary Church in Hawthorne on Thursday, 
March 31 at 10 a.m. followed by interment 
at Gate of Heaven Cemetery.

Sandra Grippo
Sandra E. Grippo of Thornwood died 

on March 20. 
She was 67.
Grippo was born on Jan. 25, 1949, to 

the late Ralph and Gloria Kiefert in Camp 
Kilmer, N.J. She started her career as a 
cosmetologist and ended in marketing 
sales. Grippo was a beloved Girl Scout 
leader. 

She is survived by her devoted husband, 
Carmine Grippo, of Thornwood; her 
loving children, Victoria (Johnny) Rowitt 
of Irvington and Carmine A. (Karen) 
Grippo of Webbville, Ky.; one sister, Billie 
(Taylor) Culin of Sun City, Ariz.; and 
several brothers and sisters-in-law.

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on March 24 from 3 to 6 p.m. 
followed by funeral services. Interment 
was private.

Imola Paolucci
Imola Paolucci of Thornwood died on 

March 17, in Rome, Italy. 
She was 86.
Paolucci was born on May 9, 1929, 

to the late Domenico and Elisabetta 
Ercole in Bagno, L’Aquila, Italy. She was 
predeceased by her devoted husband, 
Secondino Paolucci, in 2006 and by her 
beloved son, Giggio Paolucci, in 2012. 
She is survived by her loving daughters, 
Silvana (Tony) Prospero of Pleasantville, 
Grace (Robert) Scimia of Thornwood 

and Ivana (Domenico) Papalia of Rome, 
Italy; daughter-in-law Loredana Paolucci 
of Thornwood; brother Elio Ercole of 
Montreal; 11 cherished grandchildren and 
11 great-grandchildren. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Monday, March 28. A funeral 
Mass was at Holy Rosary Church in 
Hawthorne on today (Tuesday) at 10 
a.m. followed by entombment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital in Memphis would be 
appreciated.

Vivian SanMarco
Vivian Rose SanMarco, a longtime 

Hawthorne resident, passed away 
peacefully on March 24 surrounded by her 
loving family. 

She was 83.
SanMarco was born Apr. 27, 1932, in New 

York City to Tessie and Michael Angelo 
and raised in Harlem. She is survived 
by her husband of 63 years, Anthony C. 
SanMarco; her brother Jimmy and sister-
in-law Gloria Angelo; her three children, 
Lorene Mettler, Anthony SanMarco and 
Debra Mancusi; seven grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; three nephews; and 
one niece.  

SanMarco was a parishioner of Holy 
Rosary Church as well as a Eucharistic 
minister. She retired from the Mount 
Pleasant School District as a cook. After 
her retirement, she worked at CVS in 
Thornwood and the Mount Pleasant Pool. 
She was an avid traveler, enjoyed playing 
cards at the Mount Pleasant Seniors, 
spent many winters in Florida, was a red 
hatter, but most of all enjoyed the time 
she had with her family. SanMarco was an 
extraordinary person who devoted her life 
to her church and lived life to the fullest. 

Forever in our hearts, we love you.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations 

to Phelps Hospice Care, 701 N. Broadway, 
Sleepy Hollow, N.Y. 10591.

Ronald Zellner
Ronald Zellner of Somers and formerly 

of Yonkers died on March 21. 
He was 88.
Zellner was born on Jan. 8, 1928, to the 

late Maurice and Erminia (nee Carpinelli) 
Zellner in Yonkers. He proudly served in 
the U.S. Navy during The Korean Conflict. 
He was a retired insurance investigator. 

Zellner is survived by his devoted 
wife, Lauretta (nee DelBuono) Zellner, 

of Somers; his loving children, Ronald 
(DeeDee) Zellner of Sellersburg, Ind., 
Edmund Marraffino of Jupiter, Fla., Diane 
(Brian) Cassidy of Charlotte, N.C. and 
Laurie (Brian) Cleary of Hawthorne, N.Y.; 
11 cherished grandchildren; and nine 
great-grandchildren. He was predeceased 
by his one brother, Howard Zellner. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on March 24, where funeral services 
were held on March 25. Interment followed 
at Kensico Cemetery in Valhalla.
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By Martin Wilbur
As someone approaches their 65th 

birthday, healthcare coverage decisions 
can have a profound impact on someone’s 
well-being and finances for the rest of 
their life. 

Yet too often people may lack the tools 
and knowledge to make the best choice 
for their situation.

An organization called Westchester 
Seniors out Speaking (WSOS), in 
partnership with the Westchester Library 
System, has been helping educate seniors 
on the myriad of often difficult-to-
understand options they face.

WSOS offers Seniors Benefit Information 
Centers (SBIC), free individual counseling 
at 10 libraries throughout the county to 
seniors and their caregivers to help them 
make the best possible decision regarding 
Medicare, a prescription drug plan and 
other county and government assistance 
programs.

It is crucial for legions of adults who are 
nearing their 65th birthday to enroll in 
Medicare in most circumstances, even if 
they are still working and receiving health 
insurance through their employer or the 
state exchange, said SBIC coordinator 
Marna Schwirmer.

“The state is terrible about telling their 
clients, or their beneficiaries, at 65 they 

need to get onto Medicare and not stay on 
the exchange or they’ll lose their coverage, 
and there’s no letter that’s sent out by the 
state,” Schwirmer said.

Failure to register for Medicare will 
trigger a 10 percent penalty for a senior’s 
premium for the rest of their life unless 
they work for an employer that meets a 
complex set of criteria where they have a 
choice to opt out, she added.

Chappaqua resident Judy Goldfarb, an 
SBIC volunteer who helps counsel seniors 
on Wednesdays at the Mount Kisco Public 
Library, said everyone who has worked 
for 10 years can get on Medicare Part A 
without charge. They must also file for 
Medicare Part B and select a drug plan. 

They may also choose supplemental 
coverage through a list of private 
insurers at extra cost, which can help 
cover many of the deductibles and co-
pays that are incurred, Goldfarb said. 
Supplemental coverage is not required 
but is recommended, if the premium can 
be afforded, because Medicare picks up 
80 percent of costs. With the escalation 
of medical bills, that could expose a 
senior to tens of thousands of dollars in 
out-of-pocket expenses should there be a 
significant health issue. 

Seniors also have a choice to sign up 
for Part C, which is Medicare Advantage. 

However, New York City hospitals don’t 
take Medicare Advantage for Westchester 
residents, Schwirmer said.

“People who are concerned about their 
monthly payments, they look at their A, 
B and a supplement and then they look 
at this and the monthly payments can be 
less and it has an out-of-pocket limit,” 
Goldfarb said of Medicare Advantage. 
“But with that out-of-pocket limit, if you 
have a lot of medical issues in one year, it 
can get costly.”

Further complicating matters are the 
drug plans, including Medicare Part D. 
Plans have varying coverage levels for 
different medications, so the prescriptions 
a person is taking often dictates the best 
plans for that individual, Goldfarb said. 
The public is encouraged to bring a full 
and accurate list should they seek SBIC 
counseling.

“We really have to listen to ask the right 
questions because you could be acting 
on information but not have the whole 
story,” she said.

Volunteer counselors have four 
training sessions and a monthly refresher 
session, Schwirmer. Each SBIC center has 
at least one senior person shadowing the 
volunteers.

The program, which is funded through 
a county grant to WLS, started in Yonkers 

in 2006, and has been slowly expanding 
throughout Westchester. It has been in 
Mount Kisco since 2008. Volunteers 
make monthly visits to 39 sites, mainly 
to senior centers, to update the public on 
anything new.

Its busiest time of year is the fall open 
enrollment period, Schwirmer said. But 
there’s demand year-round.

“People are turning 65 all the time, 
people are retiring all the time and people 
are being laid off all the time,” she said.

For a complete list of libraries 
hosting SBIC sessions, visit www.
westchesterlibraries .org. To ask a 
question on the SBIC Helpline, call 914-
231-3260 or e-mail SBIC@wlsmail.org.

Libraries in northern Westchester that 
currently hold counseling sessions include 
Mount Kisco (Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m.), Ossining (on the third, fourth 
and fifth Thursdays of a month from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m.) and the John C. Hart 
Memorial Library in Shrub Oak (Tuesdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). The Greenburgh Public 
Library (Mondays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) 
and the Warner Library in Tarrytown 
(Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) are also 
available.

Sessions for the first two Thursdays of 
each month are expected to resume shortly 
at Peekskill’s Field Library.

Local Senior Benefits Centers Playing Key Role in Medicare Education
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In a March 22 letter to the editor in The 
Examiner, Pleasantville resident Howard 
Zane questioned the Pleasantville School 
District’s fiscal practices regarding fund 
balance usage. When it comes to public 
funds, scrutiny and accountability are 
paramount so I appreciate the question 
and the opportunity to clarify any 
misconceptions.

New York state education law allows 
school districts to save up to 4 percent of 
their previous year’s budget as unallocated 
or unrestricted fund balance (rainy day 
funds) and hold additional allocated or 
restricted reserves to offset anticipated 
financial liabilities. In the budget Mr. Zane 
questions, the 2015-16 current fiscal year, 

Pleasantville School District’s unallocated 
or unrestricted fund balance is 2.7 percent, 
far below the 4 percent statutory limit.

The school district also has allocated 
or restricted fund balance accounts. 
These reserves offset anticipated payouts 
for categories like Employee Retirement 
System (ERS) payments and property tax 
grievance settlements, of which we expect 
to pay out about $1 million over the next 
several months.

Yes, it is true that, when the unallocated 
and allocated fund balances are added 
together, they exceed 4 percent of the 
previous year’s school district budget, 
however, that is not only legal but fiscally 
prudent. 

Imagine for a moment that the 
Pleasantville School District had not 
allocated savings from previous years’ 
budgets to offset anticipated costs. The 
district is currently awaiting a judge’s order 
to pay out a $543,000 settlement with Stop 
& Shop (now the Zwilling J.A. Henckels 
property). Where would this money come 
from? A property tax hike? Not with a 
tax cap of 0.12 percent, the school district 
would have to cut services.

The Pleasantville School District relies 
on its allocated and unallocated reserves to 
balance its budget and maintain property 
tax stability. Though the district’s reserves 
are slowly declining, I am happy to report 
the district’s reliance on these funds has 
dropped from $3.1 million in 2010 to $1.25 
million in the 2016-17 proposed budget, 
keeping the average tax rate increase over 
the last six years at less than 1.5 percent 
while strengthening academic programs 
through our strategic plan.

Less fiscally conservative school 
districts like Briarcliff and Bedford face 
the daunting task of garnering community 
support to exceed the tax cap while cutting 
services to balance their budget deficits. 
I am proud that the Pleasantville School 
District has followed such a disciplined, 
responsible fiscal approach.

Shane McGaffey
President, Pleasantville Board of 

Education

Column

Letters to the Editor

By Melinda Myers
Whether planting a garden, enjoying 

the beauty of your landscape or sitting 
down to a delicious meal, you have bees, 
butterflies and other pollinators to thank. 
These essential members of our ecosystem 
are responsible for much of the food and 
beauty we enjoy each day.

Unfortunately, pesticides and habitat 
loss are threatening their existence. There 
is something you can do to help. Turn 
your garden, backyard or balcony into a 
pollinator’s habitat.

Plant a variety of flowering plants that 
provide nectar and pollen throughout 
the season. Planting masses of natives, 
herbs and other pollinator favorites like 
sedum, zinnias, alyssum, cosmos and 
columbine will attract these beauties to 
your landscape. Include a variety of day 
and night blooming flowers in a variety 
of colors and shapes to support the widest 
range of pollinators. But don’t let a lack of 
space dissuade you; even a window box of 
flowers can help.

Keep your plants healthy and blooming 
with proper care. Match the plants to the 
growing conditions, provide needed water 

and fertilize with an organic nitrogen 
fertilizer like Milorganite (milorganite.
com) when needed. You’ll promote slow 
steady plant growth that is less susceptible 
to drought and pests. Plus the slow 
release low nitrogen won’t interfere with 
flowering which is essential to the health 
and well-being of our pollinators.

Supplement pollinators’ diets with a 
bit of rotten fruit. And be sure to provide 
trees, shrubs, parsley, dill and other 
plants that caterpillars, grubs and the 
immature stage of other pollinators prefer 
to feed upon. Put away the pesticides and 
tolerate a few holes in the leaves of their 
favorite plants. With a diversity of plants 
you can easily overlook the temporary 
leaf damage. Plus, this is a small price to 
pay for all the benefits they bring to the 
garden.

Provide pollinators with shelter from 
predators and the weather.  Include a 
variety of trees, shrubs and perennials. 
Leave patches of open soil for ground 
nesting bees and some leaf litter to shelter 
some butterflies, bumblebees and other 
pollinating insects. Supplement natural 
shelter with commercial or homemade 

nesting boxes. You’ll find do-it-yourself 
plans on the Internet from various 
educational sources.

Puddles, fountains, birdbaths and even 
a damp sponge can provide needed water. 
Include water features with sloping sides 
or add a few stones to create easier access. 
Or sink a shallow container of sand in the 
ground. Keep it damp and add a pinch of 
sea salt for the butterflies and bees.

Maximize your efforts by teaming up 
with your neighbors. Together you can 
create a larger more diverse habitat that 
provides pollinators with the resources 
they need to thrive. 

Your efforts will be rewarded with 
greater harvests, beautiful flowers and 
colorful birds and butterflies visiting your 
garden.

Gardening expert, TV/radio host, 
author and columnist Melinda Myers 
has more than 30 years of horticulture 
experience and has written over 20 
gardening books, including Small Space 
Gardening and the Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook. For more information, visit 
www.melindamyers.com.

Plant a Pollinator Garden and Enjoy the Many Benefits This Spring

P’ville School District Finances Have Been Prudently Managed
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

Assemblyman David Buchwald 
(D-White Plains) is inviting high school 
and college students to apply for his 
Summer 2016 internship program in his 
Mount Kisco district office. 

Students with an interest in government 
or public policy are strongly encouraged to 
apply. Interns are expected to work about 
20 hours per week for at least eight weeks. 
Although the internship is unpaid, high 
school or college credits may be available 
through an applicant’s school. Students 

also have an opportunity to present policy 
proposals driven by their own interests 
to the assemblyman at the end of their 
internship. 

Students wishing to apply are asked to 
send a resume, cover letter, a high school 
or college transcript and a short writing 
sample to the assemblyman chief of staff, 
Alex Roithmayr, at roithmayra@assembly.
state.ny.us. Anyone with questions is 
welcome to call the district office at 914-
244-4450.

Buchwald Announces Summer Internship 
Program for Students
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By Arthur Cusano
It looks like Chappaqua’s Hillary 

Clinton doesn’t have to worry about 
Democratic support among party faithful 
in one neighboring community next 
month.

An online straw poll conducted by the 
Mount Pleasant Democratic Committee 
found Clinton easily leading rival Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders ahead of next month’s 
New York presidential primary.

The poll, which was open to registered 
Democrats in the town and its villages, 
found 66 percent planned to vote for 
Clinton, while 28 percent would back 
Sanders. Another 6 percent of participants 
remain undecided.

The results were revealed at a March 
24 Democratic Committee meeting in 
Pleasantville. 

“A very high percentage of the people 
we sent the poll invite to responded, so 
there’s a lot of enthusiasm out there,” said 
committee spokesman John Fisher. “And 
a lot of people came to the meeting to see 
how it turned out.”

When asked for the three biggest 
reasons why Clinton supporters planned 
to vote for her, respondents said she was 
more electable (71 percent), was more 
experienced (69 percent) and was best 
equipped to handle foreign affairs and 
terror threats (42 percent).

Participants stated that Clinton’s 

biggest strengths were her experience 
(53 percent), electability (16 percent) and 
the possibility of being the first female 
president (15 percent). Poll respondents 
said Sanders’ best traits were his stance 
on income inequality (42 percent), his 
passionate beliefs (32 percent) and his lack 
of large PAC contributions (13 percent).

Sanders supporters responded that 
his top three traits were his lifelong 
progressive record (68 percent), his 
ideological views (63 percent) and his 
views on healthcare and worker benefits 

(50 percent).
When asked of the candidates’ 

weaknesses, voters cited Clinton’s ties 
to Wall Street, her personal e-mail 
investigation and perceived lack of 
honesty. Sanders was considered 
unrealistic, seen as too closely tied to 
socialism and weak on foreign policy. 

The survey found 41 percent of those 
who participated were over 65 years old. 
Another 27 percent were between the 
ages of 50 and 64 while 15 percent were 
between 30 and 49 years old. Eleven 
percent were between the ages of 18 and 
29. 

“Our group tends to be an older cohort, 
so that effects the results a little bit,” Fisher 
said.

Around 83 percent of those polled were 
white. Black, Asian and Hispanic voters 
each made up less than 2 percent of those 
polled. About 12 percent declined to share 
their ethnicity.

The annual household income of 
respondents skewed over the national 
average, with 47 percent making between 
$75,000 and $200,000 a year. There were 
10 percent making under $75,000 and 
about 16 percent making over $200,000. 
Just over a quarter of participants declined 
to share their household income figures. 

Those who attended the committee 
meeting also heard from Andrew Falk of 
Patterson and Cortlandt Councilwoman 

Debbie Carter Costello who are vying 
for the Democratic nomination to run 
against Republican incumbent state Sen. 
Terrence Murphy (R-Yorktown) for the 
40th Senate District seat. Other speakers 
included Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti 
(D-Pleasantville) and several candidates 
for the state Supreme Court’s 9th Judicial 
District, which encompasses Westchester, 
Rockland, Putnam, Dutchess and Orange 
counties.

The New York presidential primaries 
will be held on Tuesday, Apr. 19.

Mt. Pleasant Straw Poll Finds Support for Clinton Over Sanders

The winner is…former secretary of  state Hillary 
Clinton in the recent Mount Pleasant Democratic 
Committee presidential straw poll.

Election Workers Needed 
for Presidential Primary

The Westchester County Board 
of Elections is looking for qualified 
individuals to work as election 
inspectors for the upcoming 
presidential primary on Tuesday, 
Apr. 19. To be an election inspector, 
you must be a registered voter, a 
resident of Westchester County 
and attend two training classes. 
The hours are from 5:30 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m.

For more information, contact 
Ericka Sterling at 914-995-8568 or 
Edward Zebzda at 914-995-5709.

Corner of 9A and 129 • Croton-On-Hudson
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8, Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100
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By Neal Rentz
For five years the InterGenerate 

Community Garden at the Marsh Sanctuary 
in Mount Kisco has provided a place for 
local residents to grow healthy food for 
themselves and those in need.

With the sixth garden season set to kick 
off next month, new gardeners are being 
sought to participate in the program.  

Katonah-based InterGenerate is the 
nonprofit organization that operates two 
other community gardens. Besides Mount 
Kisco, it also runs gardens in Chappaqua 
and at the John Jay Homestead in Katonah.   

Marsh Sanctuary allowed InterGenerate 
to use part of its property for the garden if it 
agreed to work the fields without damaging 
the property, said Mount Kisco resident 
Mey Marple, a member of InterGenerate’s 
board of directors. Extensive volunteer 
work provided by InterGenerate members, 
including tilling of the soil, marking the 
garden plots and fencing, was needed before 
the garden could become operational, she 
said. 

Marple said the community garden 
provides a place for people who want to 
raise some of their own fruits and vegetables 
but might not have the property to do so or 
face some other barrier.

The community garden’s growing 
season runs from mid April through early 
November. A wide variety of flowers, fruits 
and vegetables are grown at the Mount 

Kisco garden, Marple said. 
“It really comes down to whatever the 

gardener wants to plant, as long as it’s done 
organically,” she said.

Growing in the community garden is also 
a way to create foods that aren’t commonly 
available.

“You can always get orange carrots at the 
supermarket, but you can’t get the purple 
ones,” she said.  

Gardeners pay an annual $50 fee and a 
$25 deposit. The deposit would be used to 
maintain a person’s portion of the garden 
should they no longer be able to take care of 
their plot in the middle of a season, Marple 
said. 

Chappaqua resident and InterGenerate 
Vice President Suzi Novak thanked Marsh 
Sanctuary for allowing the organization to 
use a portion of its property. The garden 
also helps those in need. 

The main goal is to “make sure that 
people had better access to food that is good 
and clean and fair,” Novak said. “We have 
donated hundreds of pounds (of) foods 
to several different organizations in the 
northern Westchester area.”

A shed located on the property stores 
wheelbarrows and tools available to those 
who garden on the site, Novak said.

For the first time, InterGenerate will 
provide a schedule of eight classes during 
the upcoming growing season, she said. The 
classes will be open to the general public.

About 40 people gardened at the Marsh 
Sanctuary last year, Novak said.

Each of the growing spaces for individual 
gardeners are about 10 feet by 12 feet. The 
Giving Garden, used to grow food that will 
be donated, is 50 feet by 25 feet. 

“We have a fabulous group of people who 
run the garden,” Novak said. “Some of my 
joy is just being able to meet with them 
and find out what they’re up to and make 
decisions with them.”

Marple said the community garden 
provided an opportunity for “meeting 
people in your community who think the 

same way you do, who value clean food, that 
understand that putting a heavy load on the 
earth is not going to pay off and is truly not 
good for your body.” 

“I personally think it’s really important 
for people to grow some of their own foods 
so they can appreciate where food comes 
from and that the difference between 
supermarket food and homegrown food is 
really huge,” Novak said.  

To become a gardener or to receive more 
information about the community garden, 
visit www.InterGenerate.net.

Mount Kisco resident Mey Marple, left, 
and Chappaqua resident Suzi Novak 
at the InterGenerate Community 
Garden at the Marsh Sanctuary in 
Mount Kisco. 
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New Members Sought for Mount Kisco Community Garden
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By Neal Rentz
It’s common for an individual 

school to celebrate the artistic works 
of its students, but the Mount Pleasant 
School District takes it to another level 
by including works created by students 
in all grades. 

The district’s third annual Visual 
Arts Festival was held last week at 
the Westlake Middle School/High 
School library. Local residents packed 
the library on March 22 to attend the 
festival’s opening reception. 

“I just think it’s really wonderful for 
parents to see the incredible work that’s 
being done at the kindergarten level 
right next to the incredible work that’s 
being done at the high school level or 
the middle school level,” said media arts 
teacher Claudia Abate. “You actually get 
to see that breadth of learning.”  

Abate said during her 28-year career 
in the district a significant number 
of students have pursued the arts, 
whether that be through teaching, 
communications, photography, 
illustration or graphic design. 

A wide range of art was showcased 
at last week’s exhibit such as graphic 
design, drawing, painting, pastels, 
photography, ceramics, sculpture and 
films. 

Abate said she was gratified by the 
turnout at the reception. 

“It’s so rewarding to see so many 
parents and children and administrators 
and just supporters and faculty members 
come and share in our celebration,” she 
said. 

Students who had art displayed held 
similar enthusiasm. Westlake High 
School senior Emma Sheehan, whose 

drawing of a gargoyle using charcoals 
was part of the exhibit, said she has 
been taking at least one art class per 
year since freshman year. She said it was 
a special feeling to have the reception 
attract so many people.

“I just really enjoy it. It’s something 
that helps me get through the day,” 

Sheehan said of art. She intends to 
become an elementary school teachers 
and hopes to use art in the classroom to 
help students.

Meagan Papazia, a Westlake Middle 
School sixth-grader, had her diorama 
displayed featuring the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in Manhattan and a 
photograph of a girl. 

“I think it’s great that we all get to 
express the arts in our school and that 
there’s so many art programs,” she said. 
“I think everybody else’s art is very 
unique.” 

High school senior George Itpan had 
works from his 21st century art and 
design class presented. Students in the 
class create scale models and sketch and 
create three-dimensional designs. 

“What we have basically learned 
and carried out in our artwork was 
organic architecture, studying different 
designers, such as Frank Lloyd Wright 
and constructing homes and different 
styles of living that can be used in the 
modern day,” said Itpan, who is planning 
on pursuing an engineering career. 

He said all high school students 
should take art courses.  

“I feel that the arts are a major key in 
living your life because without art one 
won’t be able to express themselves,” 
Itpan said. “So I highly advise that 
someone take art in high school.”

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Community members packed the Westlake Middle School/High School library on March 22 to attend the 
opening reception of  the Mount Pleasant School District’s third annual Visual Arts Festival, featuring 
works from students in all grade levels.

Popular Mount Pleasant School District Art Show Returns

New European Cafe in Armonk

380 Main Street, Armonk, NY 10504
914-273-4173

Coffee, Espresso, Smoothies, Fresh Juices, Frozen Drinks
Breakfast and Brunch: Omelettes, Crepes,  

Paninis, Quiches, Salads 
Custom Cakes, Pastries, Muffins
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By Martin Wilbur
Last summer while attending a 

Shakespearean acting program at the 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts in 
London, Jenny Sokol experienced a bit of 
a revelation.

Having recited an assortment of 
monologues during her stay at the 
academy, the 17-year-old John Jay High 
School junior realized that many of the 
Shakespearean characters had a personal 
issue or challenge to overcome.

Sokol figured if she took characters not 
only some from Shakespeare but some 
other notable playwrights and poets she 
could roll them into a single show.

The result is “The Plight of the People,” 
a production scheduled for Saturday, Apr. 
9 at Whippoorwill Hall in Armonk that 
is a collection of poems, monologues and 
speeches from writers such as Arthur 
Miller, Anton Chekov and Christopher 
Durang, among others. Sokol not only 
conceived the idea, but she is making 
her directorial debut, guiding a cast of 
mainly student actors she’s become well 

acquainted with during her high school 
productions as well as her 10 years in 
community theater.

“Basically, everyone carries baggage, 
whether emotional or mental,” Sokol 
said of the concept. “Everyone has their 
problems. I think it’s an important thing 
that we as a society really appreciate that 
and we understand that because it’s a very 
important part of who we are.

“What I set out to do was to use different 
pieces, I wanted to display different plights 
that we have – love, fear, all these different 
problems that we all go through.”

Certainly, there are plenty of heavy 
topics and emotions that are addressed, 
but Sokol said she makes sure to throw in 
a healthy dose of comic relief.

Transitioning from a cast member who 
takes direction to the one responsible 
for giving instructions hasn’t been easy. 
The difference has been an eye-opener 
for Sokol, although there has been a 
comfort level having worked with the cast 
members before.

“In the experience I’ve had acting 

and performing is that 
I’d like to say I can give 
a lot of great advice 
and direction, but it’s 
definitely interesting and 
I’m definitely enjoying the 
process,” said Sokol, who 
has an older brother and 
sister both finished with 
college.

Sokol started in local 
theater at seven years 
old. Very shy as a young 
child, her mother asked if she would be 
interested in trying the stage. She was 
brought to Marci Schein, co-founder of 
Little Fig Stage in Chappaqua, who was 
looking for children to fill parts in the 
group’s production of “Seussical.” In her 
first try, she snagged the role of Gertrude 
McFuzz.

As nervous as she was, Sokol said when 
she got on stage she felt at home.

“I was dragged along, but as it turns out 
I loved it, I really did,” Sokol recalled. “I 
think a lot of that experience made me 
who I am today. Without acting I’d really 
still be the shy little kid and I think it 
really helped me break out of my shell.”

By sixth grade, Sokol, who has regularly 
taken acting, dancing and singing 
lessons for the past decade, moved on 
to Lighthouse Youth Theatre under the 
direction of John Fanelli. Her first show 
there was “Oliver” and she has remained 
involved with them since. In fact, her 

connection with the youth 
theater group helped her 
secure Whippoorwill Hall.

“It really is a fantastic place,” 
Sokol said of Lighthouse. 
“You learn so much. John is 
a fantastic director and he’s 
really taught me a lot.”

There’s a closer personal 
connection “The Plight of the 
People” holds for Sokol. When 
she was heading into fifth 
grade, Sokol was diagnosed 

with Crohn’s Disease. Initially, it was 
difficult for Sokol to come to terms with 
what she faced. But with early detection 
and proper treatment, the disease hasn’t 
prevented her from maintaining a full 
and active schedule with theater, school 
or tennis and running, she said.

Production of the show has also been 
occurring during Sokol’s search for 
colleges. At this point, Sokol’s leaning 
toward a more academic course of study – 
she particularly enjoys math and science 
– but knows that theater will always 
remain part of her life regardless of what 
path she takes.

“I will definitely continue my career, my 
acting career, in some way, but I definitely 
have a great appreciation for academics,” 
she said.

All proceeds from the Apr. 9 show will 
be donated to the Cronhn’s and Colitis 
Foundation. Tickets can be bought online 
at Showtix4u.com.

know your
Neighbor

Jenny Sokol
Actor/Student, Katonah

Safety is the single most important mission for Kaitlyn and her 1,000 colleagues at 
the Indian Point Energy Center. Our engineering team and Kaitlyn train constantly, 
and inspectors from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission are on site all the time 
overseeing their operations. Today, America’s nuclear power industry has the safest 
and most thoroughly regulated and tested plants in the world.

Discover more about Indian Point at RightForNewYork.com

“ We run one of the safest nuclear 
power facilities in the U.S.”

Kaitlyn Corbett  
Nuclear Engineer



March 29 - April 4, 2016 The Examiner18

Nashville Troupe Returns to Westchester Broadway Theatre
By Jerry Eimbinder

The return of an exciting Nashville troupe 
and a sumptuous meal await matinée 
and evening guests attending “Live From 
Nashville” at the Westchester Broadway 
Theatre on Monday, Apr. 11.

Both performances include a three-
course meal and Nashville music on stage 
provided by a spirited troupe of singers and 
musicians that are electrifying audiences on 
a tour throughout the South and Northeast.

The program includes songs made 
popular by Patsy Cline, Hank Williams, 
Johnny Cash, Dolly Parton, The Eagles, 
Brooks & Dunn and Garth Brooks. It 
also includes the hits of many of today’s 
country music standouts such as Carrie 
Underwood, Brad Paisley, Taylor Swift 
and Lady Antebellum. There are two acts 
divided into eight scenes with a half-hour 
intermission. There is no food or beverage 
service during the performances.  

The Menu 
The food at the Westchester Broadway 

Theatre is amazing, especially considering 
that up to 500 people may be served at a 
time. All meals are three courses and include 
a house salad with a creamy dressing, the 
main course and chef ’s choice du jour 
for dessert (certain to be Peach Melba), a 
roll and corn muffin basket and coffee or 
decaffeinated coffee with unlimited refills 
or hot tea.

The menus for both performances are 
exactly the same with one exception. At 

dinnertime, roasted pork with sage and 
pearl onions will be substituted for the beef 
stroganoff with egg noodles served only 
at the matinee. The pork dish is served 
with roasted potatoes, sweet potatoes and 
vegetables. Also on the roasted pork plate 
are sautéed mushrooms, white wine and 
sage.

Chicken Lyonnaise is a popular and 
delectable choice—a boneless chicken 
breast with sautéed onions, garlic, white 
wine and tomato paste, served with rice 
pilaf and vegetables. For patrons seeking a 
vegetarian dish, eggplant parmigiana with 
pasta and vegetables is available. 

My preference out of Executive Chef 
Alexandra Sampano’s kitchen is her gluten-
free cod Florentine with sautéed creamy 
spinach, garlic, chunks of roasted potatoes 
and vegetables.

The matinee and dinner menus offer 
other tempting dishes such as corn flake and 
parmesan encrusted pollock with rice pilaf 
and vegetables; roast turkey with cranberry 
sauce, cornbread stuffing, mashed potatoes 
and vegetables; and a boneless prime rib of 
beef with a baked potato and vegetables.

Wine by the glass is priced under $10 and 
includes Italian Ponticello Pinot Grigio ($7) 
and several California wines such as Kendell 
Jackson Vintner’s Reserve chardonnay ($8), 
Rodney Strong sauvignon blanc ($8.50) 
and Kendell Jackson cabernet sauvignon 
($9.75).

Either performance can be attended 

without a meal for $50 plus tax.
“The audience will be blown away by 

Katie Keller with her Orange Blossom 
Special and other great fiddle tunes,” said 
Kyle Henry, a producer at Matt Davenport 
Productions in Nashville.

He also said that drummer Billy 
“Thunder” Mason, was an important new 
addition to the band and will impress 
theater goers. 

“His father was a professional drummer,” 
Henry said, “and before the age of one he 
had a grip on the sticks. He has been playing 

with Tim McGraw since January 1994 and 
has played on five of Tim’s albums.”   

Matinée attendees should arrive about 
11:15 a.m. for lunch. The show will follow 
at 1 p.m. The cost is $64 per person plus tax. 
Evening attendees should arrive for dinner 
around 6:15 p.m. The cost is $84 plus tax, 
with the performance scheduled for 8 p.m. 
Beverage costs and gratuities are additional. 

Westchester Broadway Theatre is located 
at 1 Broadway Plaza in Elmsford. For tickets 
or more information, call 914-592-2222 or 
visit www.broadwaytheatre.com. 

“Live From Nashville” will appear at the Westchester Broadway Theatre on Apr. 11-12.
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STYLISH COLONIAL
Chappaqua | $2,575,000 | Surrounded by impeccable stone walls, this custom designed
5-bedroom, 5.5-bath Colonial offers every amenity including a soaring entry hall, arched
doorways, custom millwork, 3 fireplaces, custom kitchen and designer baths. The property
is spectacularly landscaped with a pool and spa, lit trees and a 3-car heated garage.
Web# 4521701 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988

TRIBECA LOFT-LIVING IN CHAPPAQUA
Chappaqua | $1,225,000 | Located  on a cul-de-sac close to town, this stylishly renovated
3-bedroom, 3.5-bath home has an open floor plan, pecan wood floors and modern
kitchen opening to eating area with fireplace and family room with built-in cabinetry. Large
windows throughout overlook spectacular level 1.5+ acre property with in-ground pool
and stone walls. Web# 4610020 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988

THE PERFECT PALACE
Chappaqua | $949,000 | Beautiful 4-bedroom, 3-bath home boasts an enormity of
features and amenities. Spacious rooms throughout the open floor plan are accented by
gleaming hardwood floors and vaulted high ceilings. Lavish eat-in kitchen, huge dining
room with fireplace and formal living room with slate floors and floor-to-ceiling windows.
Level property with in-ground pool. Web# 4610720 Scarsdale Office 914.723.6800

ENTERTAINER’S DELIGHT
Pleasantville | $615,000 | Super home for gatherings with large screened porch and
patio on beautiful half acre with 100-year old stone wall in rear. Main level master bedroom
and 2 additional bedrooms with full bath. Lower level offers family room, guest/playroom,
half bath, laundry and utilities. Convenient location close to train and shopping. 
Web# 4608944 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988
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Having long-term 
relationships with your home 
suppliers has its advantages. In 
effect, they become advisers you 
can trust, almost like members 
of the family. And when the 
business itself is an extended 
family, it’s especially nice.

Take the example of Absolute 
Flooring of Yorktown that re-did 
my kitchen floor three years ago. 
My sales consultant Diane Darby 
was infinitely patient as I went 
through sample after sample, not 
knowing the material or color I 
wanted when starting out. But 
she knew all the right questions 
to ask. The end result was a black 
and white checkerboard pattern of high-
quality vinyl that brought a kitchen done 
in handcrafted pine cabinetry vibrantly to 
life. 

It was on a recent visit that I found that 
I could benefit by being a repeat customer 
this year in that the company is observing 
its 30th anniversary. To celebrate, it’s 
offering all returning customers a 10 
percent discount. 

While there, I learned more about the 
family.

When owners Peter and Mary Fellbusch 
opened their store in 1986, Peter came 
armed with the experience of having 
worked as an installer, then a contractor, 

in flooring and Mary had taken 
a correspondence course in 
interior design. They built their 
business from scratch, earning 
the trust and friendship of a 
large percentage of commercial 
entities in town and two 
generations of homeowners, 
primarily in northern 
Westchester.

Two children were born into 
the business: son Bryan, 28, 
and daughter Christine, 26, 
who literally grew up in the 
showroom. When I returned, 
I found that my original 
salesperson, Diane, was also a 
family member, the younger 

sister of Mary. 
But here’s a fact that really intrigued me. 

From Bryan, I learned that after all these 
years in business, the Fellbusch files have 
the measurements of at least 20,000 rooms 
from homes in the area. Imagine? And in 
their anniversary year, if a homeowner 
calls in for a job where measurements 
have already been taken, whether by that 
homeowner or a former owner, he or she 
will receive a 10 percent discount. I’ve 
never heard of a promotion quite like that.

With all those rooms that had been 
serviced, I was even more impressed 
to find that Mary had total recall of my 
former job after three years, the material 

selected and the issues that came with it, 
even though my salesperson had been 
“Aunt Di.” How had Mary known and how 
had she remembered?

“Having a good memory, both of the 
people you meet and the job involved, is 
a definite asset in any business,” daughter 
Christine told me.

Christine has just returned to the old 
after having spent three years in England, 
married to a British soccer coach. She has 
now returned with her husband who will 
coach here while she works in the family 
business. While abroad, she worked for 
one of the largest flooring companies in 
Europe and impressed management with 
her American sales techniques, which she 
learned from her parents.  

“They were amazed that I connected 
so personally with each customer, 
remembering their names and the specs of 
each job,” she said. “In a very short time, I 
was the store’s lead salesperson.”

In a discussion with Mary about 
advantages of long-term supplier 
relationships, we agreed that the supplier 
becomes a trusted adviser who is part 
of the community and wants to provide 
clients with products that will work best 
for them in the long run. That’s why they 
ask the right questions about which rooms 
are used for which purposes, how much 
traffic is involved and what product will 
best stand up to the challenge.

Also, they are the source for information 
where we lack expertise in such areas as 
what is trending, what technology is new 
and what myths need debunking. For 
instance, I was able to report in a past 
column on the myth of hardwood as a 
better flooring surface for people with 
allergies because Diane had alerted me to 
this misconception.  

What’s trending in flooring, according 
to the Fellbusch clan?  

“Times keep changing, and some things 
come full circle,” Peter said. “Laminates 
were a big deal when first introduced, now 
wood is preferred. 

“It depends on the room,” Mary added. 
“Most people still prefer carpeting in the 
bedroom where they want it to be warmer.”

If you (or your parents) have been 
a past customer of Absolute Flooring 
and want the benefits offered by its 30th 
anniversary, catch up with the Fellbusches 
by calling 914-245-0225. If you’re new 
to the area, learn more by visiting www.
absoluteflooring.com.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate 
site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog iswww.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Advantages When Your Supplier is a Long-Term ‘Family Affair’

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS •  LEADERS • REPAIRS

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Spring Projects!

Take Advantage of our 
SPRING SAVINGS!

WC10415H99 PC - 1817

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-On-Hudson, NY

MIRACLE
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

NO $ DOWN!!
under $20,000

914.271.9119

SPRING AHEAD...

We’ll help you Save Money on your heating bills!

0000050209; Team Kisco; 3/5/09; DEFAULT

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Call NOW for a FREE estimate 
with our Spring Savings!

We’ll help you SAVE MONEY on your heating and cooling bills!

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

SOMERS CUSTOM FRAMING

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements
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By Richard Louv
Every summer, when I was in junior 

high and high school, my buddy Pete 
Sebring would disappear for a few weeks to 
a camp in the mountains west of Colorado 
Springs. I resented it. For me, those humid 
July weeks back in Kansas dragged, and 
then Pete would come home telling tales 
of adventure – as if he had been to some 
alpine Oz.

As it turns out, that camp shaped Pete 
in ways neither of us realized at the time. 
He credits his summers in Colorado with 
giving him a foundation for success and 
longevity – more than three decades – as 
a teacher.

“The camp encouraged me to invent 
activities, such as pioneering, survival 
hikes and overnights and identifying 
native plants of central Colorado,” he said. 
“Once while picking ground plums, which 
tasted like raw green beans, we uncovered 
an ancient hunting site full of arrowheads, 
charcoal and flint chips. I also encountered 
brown bears, coyotes, pumas and wolves 
– one white and one black. Only the kids 
with me believed me.”

I was one of those who didn’t believe that 
Pete had encountered wolves. I checked 
the history: The Colorado Department 
of Resources reports that while wolves 
were, by official measure, eradicated in the 
1930s, “there have been sporadic reports 

of wolves in Colorado over the decades” 
– none confirmed. They may have been 
wolf-hybrids or dogs or, 
just maybe, wolves. 

“Their night howls 
were long, sonorous 
and unnerving,” Pete 
recalled.

One more reason I 
wished I could have 
gone to summer camp 
with him.

Still, during those 
years, I had my own 
adventures – a free-
range childhood spent 
fishing and chasing 
snakes and building 
forts in the woods. 
Those experiences 
shaped my life every bit as much as Pete’s 
time at camp shaped his.

Today, too few children and young 
people have either experience – free-range 
or camp. In my book, “Last Child in the 
Woods,” I describe how young people 
can likely tell you about the Amazon rain 
forest, but they’ll likely be hard-pressed 
to describe the last time they explored the 
woods in solitude or lay in a field listening 
to the wind and watching the clouds 
move. Nature is becoming an abstraction, 
something to watch on the flip-down TV 

screen from the back seat of a minivan.
The 2005 report, “Generation M: Media 

in the Lives of Eight- to 
Eighteen-Year-Olds” 
conducted by the Kaiser 
Family Foundation, 
revealed that children 
are plugged into some 
kind of electronic 
medium an average of 
five-and-a-half hours a 
day, “the equivalent of a 
full-time job, and more 
time than they spend 
doing anything else 
besides sleeping.”

One reason kids 
aren’t going outside 
as much is parental 
fear. News and 

entertainment media have conditioned us 
to believe that life outside the front door is 
far more dangerous than it actually is, at 
least from stranger-danger. Nonetheless, 
this fear is unlikely to go away, which 
is one of the reasons parents are likely 
to value camps even more in the future 
than they do today. Risk is always a part 
of life, but camps can offer parents the 
reassurance that their children will be safe 
as they receive the gifts of nature.

The physical benefits are obvious, 
but others are more subtle but no less 

important. For example, research shows 
that nature experiences significantly reduce 
children’s stress. Free play in natural areas 
enhances children’s cognitive flexibility, 
problem-solving ability, creativity, self-
esteem and self-discipline. Effects of 
Attention Deficit Disorder are reduced 
when children have regular access to the 
out-of-doors. Studies of outdoor education 
programs geared toward troubled youth – 
especially those diagnosed with mental 
health problems – show a clear therapeutic 
value.

Children are simply happier and 
healthier when they have frequent and 
varied opportunities for experiences in the 
outdoors.

Nature-oriented camps also help care for 
the health of the earth. Many studies show 
that nature play in childhood is the chief 
determining factor in the environmental 
consciousness of adults.

Clearly there’s more to camp than 
s’mores. Pete could have told us that. In 
fact, he did.

Richard Louv is the author of “Last Child 
in the Woods: Saving Our Children from 
Nature-Deficit Disorder” and chairman 
of the Children & Nature Network (www.
cnaturenet.org).

Reprinted by permission of the American 
Camp Association. ©2014 American 
Camping Association, Inc. 

     

Soundview Prep... could be a life changer.
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Preparatory School

  
      

      
      

370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY

Where your child will truly belong.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE: 
Sunday, April 3 • 1 - 3 pm

STOP-BY DAY: 
Thursday, May 5 • 9 - 11 am

Call (914) 962-2780, ext. 112 or visit soundviewprep.org160 Hunts Lane · Chappaqua · NY   

GET YOUR 
FUN ON! 

Summer Camp 
At World Cup Nursery School & Kindergarten’s 

 Prep Camp for Mom and Me  
 Kids Camp for ages 3-6 

 Mini Water Park 

 Pre-school Gymnastics 

Call 914-238-9267 
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 Weekly Field Trips for Older 
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Summer 
Theater & Art

Day Camp
2016

Monday - Friday 9:00 - 4:00
June 27 - August 5        Six Week Session

1-5 week session
Amadeus Conservatory of Music & Theater

201 King Street, Chappaqua, NY 10514
St. Matthew's Church, 382 Cantitoe St., Bedford, NY 10506

amadeus@amadeusconservatory.com     amadeusconservatory.com

(914) 
238-0388 

Come
Have Fun!

nweiss@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
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forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com                   *Ages 2-10       

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons,
Arts & Crafts, Sports, Carnival,

Camp Musical and Much, Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 2/21/2013   5:55:28 PM

*

AT WORLD CUP GYMNASTICS 

New York’s Premier Gymnastics Facility 

Call 914-238-4967 or register online at worldcupgymnastics.com 

FLIP OUT! 

Beginner to Advanced  Gymnastics 
 
Sports Programs 
 
Traditional Camp Activities 
 
Weekly Field Trips 
 
Fully air-conditioned, state-of-the art, 
sports complex  
 
Early Drop Off  and Late Pick Up 

Summer Camps 
SIGN UP by 3/1 

and receive a FREE 
field trip! 

Busing arranged
 through 

motherhenshelpers.com
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During the course of their day, children 
hear the word “No” all the time. While 
some of those “Nos” are a necessary part 
of keeping kids safe, the overall message 
can be one that stifles courage, creativity 
and trust in one’s own instincts – effects 
that can last well into adulthood.

There are many ways that parents, 
teachers and caretakers can help kids 
overcome fears and achieve their 
dreams, while making good decisions on 
their own. And sometimes the world of 
children’s books can be the best place to 
help deliver the message.

“Everyone, young and old, is blessed 
with unopened gifts, and of the most 
important is one’s instincts,” said 
Christopher Conroy, author of the young 
adult novel “Anzard,” which explores 
this theme. “Children can be nurtured 
in a way that helps them find that inner 
voice. This story contains more than just 
Harry Potter-type magic, it is a tool to 
nurture the inner voice.”

In the magical story of “Anzard,” 
Conroy tells the story of a seemingly 
ordinary 10-year-old boy named Justin 
who is visited by an enchanting fairy-
like pixie named Poofy from galaxies 
far away, who helps him call on his own 
instincts and inner gifts to not only find 
missing parents back on Earth, but to 

change his world forever.
Conroy, who wrote this children’s 

book because of his own beliefs about 
the power of one’s own inner strength 
and resourcefulness, offers some insights 
to parents as a tool to empower the life’s 
journey of their own precious children.
• Don’t ignore your instincts. “I knew 

I shouldn’t have done that,” you hear 

those words of regret all the time. 
From peer pressure to second guesses, 
there are many things that prevent 
people from acting on their instincts. 
Talk to your children about listening 
to that inner voice. Sometimes, that 
moment when someone makes the 
decision to listen to it, is the moment 
his or her courage and confidence has 

a chance to blossom. Learning to rely 
on one’s instincts can also be a useful 
skill where creativity is concerned.

• Listen and engage. Many households 
and classrooms still operate on the 
antiquated “children should be seen, 
not heard,” basis. But this can be a 
destructive mentality. While children 
have a lot to learn, they also have a lot 
of wisdom to impart. If their thoughts 
are invalidated consistently, they will 
learn not to recognize the value of 
their own minds. Listen when children 
speak.

• Offer encouragement. “Encouragement 
and praise to a child are like sunshine 
and water to a flower,” Conroy said. 
“It’s amazing what can grow out of that 
cultivation.”
If your children show an interest in art, 

music, science or any other topic, foster 
that curiosity. Applaud their efforts. 
Acknowledge their growth.

With the right encouragement, all kids 
have it in them to be their best selves.

More information about “Anzard,” 
which has been lauded by critics for its 
writing and reader-friendliness, can be 
found at www.anzard.com.

This article is reprinted with permission 
of Statepoint.net

Teaching Children the Importance of Trusting Their Own Instincts
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Call 914-962-2780 ext. 325 
www.soundviewprep.org/summerprogram
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

• For kids in grades 1 - 8 
• Weeks of August 15, 22, 29
• 9 am - 2 pm daily
• Attend ALL or any weeks! 
• Located on Soundview Prep’s campus

open 
house

SunDay 
April 3

1 - 3 pm

STEAM

STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics.

Soundview
Summer STEAM

Camps, Kids and Fun 

SUMMER CAMP

OUR MONTESSORI SCHOOL
IN YORKTOWN AND CARMEL
Ages 18 months through 6th grade

914-962-9466
www.ourmontessorischool .com

Staffed by the same caring teachers who work
with the children all through the year.

Flexible hours, days and weeks to suit your schedule.

SINCE 1972

June to September

Now Accepting Registration
for

for ages 6 weeks through 7 years

S
U

MMER CAM
P

S
U

MMER CAM
P

~ ~  Fun programs for students 12-15 years old ~ ~
To register for camp, visit www.pnwboces.org/tech. 

For more information, call 914-248-2220 / 914-248-2431. 
Discount of $10 per camp for payments received by May 2, 2016 
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WHITE WINE (750ml)                   WAS NOW  
CUPCAKE chardonnay       $10  $8.49 
ECCO DOMANI pinot grigio      $12  $9.49 
MIONETTO prosecco       $15  $11.99 
LAURENT PERRIER brut NV      $45  $35.99 
CUNE rioja blanco monopole     $15  $11.99 
BUTTER chardonnay       $17  $12.99 
SIMI chardonnay        $17  $13.99 
KIM CRAWFORD sauvignon blanc    $17  $13.99 
FESS PARKER chardonnay      $18  $14.99 
LA CREMA chardonnay sonoma     $22  $17.99 
PETITE FONTAINE sancerre      $22  $17.99 
DOM PERIGNON vintage      $185 149.99 
 
SPIRITS          WAS NOW 
SKYY vodka (1L)        $20  $16.99 
DEEP EDDY (1L) vodka plain & flavors   $25  $19.99 
GREY GOOSE (1L) vodka      $45  $39.99 
SVEDKA vodka (1.75L)       $23  $19.99 
TITO’S vodka (1.75L)       $34  $29.99  
ST. PAUL gin (1L)         $15  $12.49  
FAMILIA CAMARENA tequila blanco & reposado (1L) $25  $21.99 
CASAMIGOS tequila blanco (1L)     $56  $49.99 
BALVENIE 12YR (750ml)      $60  $56.99 
JOHNNIE WALKER BLACK (1.75L)    $75  $67.99 
BUFFALO TRACE bourbon (750ml)    $33  $26.99 
LARCENY bourbon  (1L)      $36  $29.99 
JAMESON’S irish whiskey (1L)     $40  $34.99

RED WINE (750ml)       WAS NOW 
GNARLY HEAD zinfandel      $11  $8.99 
CLINE zinfandel        $12  $9.49 
WOLFTRAP red blend       $12  $9.49 
ROOT 1 cabernet        $12  $9.49 
DACU tempranillo        $13  $10.49 
NEIL ELLIS left bank blend      $13  $10.49 
BOGLE old vine zinfandel      $13  $10.49 
COLUMBIA CREST H3 les chevaux blend   $15  $11.99 
WATERBROOK malbec       $15  $11.99 
SEAN MINOR pinot noir       $17  $13.99 
BODEGA VIÑA EGUIA rioja reserva     $17  $13.99 
CLINE cashmere blend       $17  $13.99 
FINCA DECERO malbec       $17  $13.99 
HESS SELECT cabernet sauvignon    $19  $14.99 
BODEGA NORTON malbec reserve    $19  $14.99 
JOEL GOTT cabernet sauvignon     $18  $14.99 
NEWTON napa claret       $24  $15.99 
CATENA malbec        $20  $16.99 
COPPOLA diamond claret      $20  $16.99 
MEIOMI pinot noir        $24  $17.99 
OBERON cabernet napa      $25  $19.99 
 
MAGNUMS (1.75L)       WAS NOW 
ZONIN chardonnay & montepulciano    $12  $9.49 
PAPI moscato & cabernet sauvignon    $13  $9.99 
CA’DONINI pinot grigio       $13  $9.99 
CA’DONINI pinot noir       $14  $10.99 
CAVIT pinot grigio        $14  $10.99 
CONO SUR bicicleta pinot noir, cabernet, sauvignon blanc $14  $10.99 
YELLOWTAIL cabernet sauvignon & chardonnay $14  $10.99 
WOODBRIDGE cabernet sauvignon & chardonnay $15  $11.99 
MASCIARELLI montepulciano d’Abruzzo   $19  $14.99 

 

SPRINGTIME IN BEDFORD  
LOOK WHAT’S GROWING!! 

 

FORSYTHIA, DAFFODILS, TULIPS AND…. 

ROSÉ 
COME SEE OUR BLOOMING SELECTION 

741 BEDFORD ROAD BEDFORD HILLS, NEW YORK 10507         914.666.7272         VINEANDCOMPANY.COM  

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY 

SATURDAY 3/12 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT  
WINES OF PORTUGAL 

SATURDAY 3/19 
4PM 

WINE CLASS  
BORDEAUX 101 

SATURDAY 3/26 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT 
 WINES OF AUSTRALIA 

SATURDAY 4/2 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT 
GREECE AND NEW FRONTIERS 

SEE WEBSITE  FOR DETAILS 

Wine fun fact:  Did you know that an open bottle of 
wine stays fresh for 3-5 days?  Whites and rosés 
should be stored in the fridge with a cork.  Reds in a 
cool dark place with a cork. Sparkling wines stay 
fresh 1-3 days in the fridge with a sparkling wine 
stopper.   
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By Neal Rentz
Bruni Burres recalled first being inspired 

by the originality and comic flair of director 
Elaine May when she was 10 years old upon 
viewing the 1971 movie “A New Leaf.”

Burres’ passion for May’s work will be on 
display during the 2016 Westchester Jewish 
Film Festival, which kicks off tomorrow 
(Wednesday), March 30 with the first of 34 
feature films that runs through Apr. 20 at 
Pleasantville’s Jacob Burns Film Center.

Burres, a veteran film festival director 
and curator, is serving as this year’s senior 
programmer. 

May will make a rare public appearance on 
Thursday following the sold-out screening 
of her 1987 comedy “Ishtar,” starring Dustin 
Hoffman and Warren Beatty. May will be 
interviewed by her frequent collaborator, 
producer Julian Schlossberg.

The 15-year festival has proven to be 
one of the film center’s most popular 
series, focusing on a wide range of Jewish 
characters, issues and themes through 
feature films and documentaries that 
generates audience discussion.

May’s 1972 “The Heartbreak Kid,” 
featuring a Neil Simon screenplay, tells 
the story of a man who dumps his wife 
on their honeymoon when he falls in love 
with another woman. The lead character 
portrayed by Charles Grodin is May’s 
take on what some Jewish men in that 
time period sought in the woman of their 

dreams, Burres said. 
Following the Apr. 5 presentation of “The 

Heartbreak Kid,” Grodin will participate in 
a Q&A with film center board president 
Janet Maslin, the former longtime film 
critic at The New York Times.

Burres’ childhood favorite, “A New Leaf,” 
which was also May’s directorial debut, 
will be screened on Apr. 20. The 1971 film 
stars May and Walter Matthau. Matthau 
plays a wealthy man who goes broke and 
pursues May’s character to marry her for 
her money. Burres described “A New Leaf” 
as “a romantic black comedy of the highest 
order.” 

On Apr. 14 is the screening of May’s 1976 
feature “Mikey and Nicky,” starring Peter 
Falk and John Cassavetes. It is one of the 
few films depicting Jewish gangsters, Burres 
said.

The other May-directed film in the 
festival is “Mike Nichols: American Master,” 
which was broadcast on PBS earlier this 
year. It will be presented on Apr. 20. The 
documentary features several interviews 
with Hollywood heavyweights such as 
Hoffman, Steven Spielberg and Tom Hanks.

Years before he began his much-admired 
career as a director of several Broadway hits 
and film classics, Nichols teamed with May 
as one of the most popular comedy pairs of 
the late 1950s and early 1960s. Nichols and 
May reformed their partnership to create 
the feature films “The Birdcage” in 1996 and 

“Primary Colors” the following year. May 
wrote the screenplays and Nichols directed.

This year’s festival, however, is more 
than just a tribute to May. The series 
includes classic and contemporary films 
and documentaries and works of fiction. 
It opens with the 2015 documentary 
“Presenting Princess Shaw,” directed by 
Ido Haar and produced by Jacob Burns 
founder Steve Apkon. The film is about the 
Israeli conductor known as Kutiman who 
discovers the obscure New Orleans-based 
singer Princess Shaw through her YouTube 

videos.
Burres said one of the films she is looking 

forward to presenting is the classic 1938 
musical comedy “Mamele,” starring the 
popular Yiddish actress Molly Picon. The 
film, which will be presented twice, on Apr. 
2 and Apr. 6, has been recently restored, she 
said.

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located at 
364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. Call 914-
747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org for more information, including ticket 
prices and the full schedule.

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTO
“A New Leaf,” the 1971 film written and directed by Elaine May and starring May and Walter Matthau, 
will be screened on Apr. 20 as part of  the annual Westchester Jewish Film Festival at the Jacob Burns 
Film Center in Pleasantville. 

Elaine May a Highlight of This Year’s Westchester Jewish Film Fest

Tuesday, March 29
Italian Language and Culture. Mara 

De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. 
She creates interactive lessons on the 
richness of Italian culture, past and 
present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
even photography. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887.

The Golden Age of Sports Television 
With Doug Wilson. Producer/director 
Wilson will share behind-the-scenes 
anecdotes and video clips about Evel 
Knievel, Muhammad Ali, Howard Cosell, 
Jim McKay, Peggy Fleming and others as he 
draws on his experiences during his 50-year 
journey with ABC Sports and involvement 
with “ABC’s Wide World of Sports.” 
Wilson is also the award-winning author 
of the book, “The World Was Our Stage: 
Spanning the Globe with ABC Sports.” 
Books will be available for purchase and 
signing at this event. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

 Wednesday, March 30
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 

Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Poets and Writers Series. Nina 
Bele’n Robin competed at local poetry 
slams while a creative writing student at 
Westchester Community College, and 
now is known as a performance poet. 
She hits the stage at high profile slam 
poetry venues, showcasing her signature 
style. Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Davis Auditorium, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 10 and 11 a.m. 
Free. Info: 914-606-6716.  

Pound Fitness Program. A 45 minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-Up. A great way 
to get out of the house, meet new friends 

and enjoy time with your baby. For babies 
up to eight months old and their moms. 
Romperee Indoor Playground at World 
Cup Nursery School and Kindergarten, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday through June 
24. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-238-
9267 ext. 20.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
continued on page 26

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.



March 29 - April 4, 2016 The Examiner26

story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.    

The Explorers Club. A new literacy/
activity program this fall. Join Miss Debbie 
to explore a new theme each week (science, 
art and more) through literacy and hands-
on activities. Come read, discover and 
create. For children five to seven years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:15 
p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Zumba Toning With Amy. Sculpt and 
tone muscle groups while dancing and 
shaking toning sticks to the sassy sizzling 
rhythms of the Zumba. Toning sticks 
provided. PFX Fitness, 10 Castleton Rd., 
Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Drop-in fee: 
$12. Every Wednesday Info: E-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Art Series: “Andrea del Sarto and 
Artistic Recycling.” Sometimes a subject 
or composition is so good that an artist will 
reuse it over and over. Warhol was not the 
first artist to look at repetition through the 
eyes of an artist. Examine how del Sarto and 
other artists have recycled some of their 
most famous compositions. Discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Thursday, March 31
Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.

mountpleasantlibrary.org.
Preschool Storytime. This interactive 

story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-864-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Great Books Forum Series: “Merchant 
of Venice.” Led by members of Westchester 
Community College’s English faculty, the 
discussion will focus on issues of context 
and interpretation. Led by Professor 
Liz Gaffney. Westchester Community 
College’s Gateway Center, Room 131, 
75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 6 to 8:30 
p.m. Free. Info: Contact Professor James 
Werner at 914-606-6840 or e-mail james.
werner@sunywcc.edu.

Wine Glass Paint Party. Design your 
own wine glasses. With the Anna Fugazzi 
Studio. Includes cold hors d’oeuvres, cash 
bar and a pair of wine glasses to paint. 
Travelers Rest, 25 Saw Mill River Rd., 
Ossining. Happy Hour from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Painting begins at 7 p.m. $45. Reservations 
strongly encouraged. Info: Visit www.
annafugazzi.wix.com/annafugazzi. 
Reservations: 914-941-7744.

“Ceci et Cela” (This ‘n That). Pianists 
Delana Thomsen and Elena Belli are the 
featured artists for the Hoff-Barthelson 
Music School Artist Series. The duo will 
perform an eclectic program of works for 
one piano, four hands; two pianos, four 
hands; solo piano; and a sonata for violin 

and piano with guest artist and fellow Hoff-
Barthelson faculty member Gary Kosloski. 
Hoff-Barthelson Music School, 25 School 
Lane, Scarsdale. 7 p.m. $18. Seniors (65 
and up): $15. Students: Free. Tickets to 
a series of three recitals are available at a 
reduced rate. Info and tickets: 914-723-
1169 or e-mail hb@hbms.org. Tickets also 
available at the door. 

Friday, Apr. 1
Barre Balance and Core. A new demo 

for the 50-and-over population to improve 
balance, strength, flexibility and stability. 
Using your own body weight, light hand 
weights and a ballet barre, this class will 
help improve balance, core strength and 
stability for functions of daily living. A 
free trial is available. Addie-tude Dance 
Center, 42 Memorial Plaza (lower level), 
Pleasantville. 9:30 a.m. $12. Every Friday. 
Info: Contact Amy Olin at 914-643-6162 
or olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 
for the older active adult or beginner. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. Info: 914-643-6162 or 
e-mail olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Country Line Dance. Dancing followed 
by a complete dinner. All proceeds to go 
to the scholarship fund at Fox Lane High 
School and New York Boys’ State. First 
Friday of every month. Moses Taylor 
American Legion Post 136, 1 Legion Way, 
Mount Kisco. 7 to 11 p.m. $15 per person. 
Info: 914-241-0136 or contact Commander 
John A. Graziano at 914-248-7134. 

David Bromberg Big Band in 
Concert. Bromberg’s sensitive and 
versatile approach to guitar-playing is 
steeped in the folk and blues traditions. 
An eclectic Grammy nominated artist, he 
plays bluegrass, blues, folk, jazz, country, 
western, and rock and roll equally well. 
He is known for his quirky, humorous 
lyrics and the ability to play rhythm and 
lead guitar at the same time. With special 
guest Jerron Paxton. Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $39, 
$55 and $65. Info and tickets: Visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

“The Secret in the Wings.” Arc Stages 
will present this Mary Zimmerman work 
by adapting a group of lesser known fairy 
tales to create this theatrical work. Each 
tale unfolds, breaking off the story just at 
its most intense moment before the next 
tale begins, leaving the audience caught up 
in a passionate wave of words and fantastic 
imagery. Zimmerman transforms what 
is ordinary from the page into something 
extraordinary on the stage. Arc Stages, 147 
Wheeler Ave., Pleasantville. 8 p.m. $28. 
Seniors and students: $22. Also Apr. 2, 8 
and 9 at 8 p.m. and Apr. 10 at 2 p.m. Info 
and tickets: 914-747-6206 or visit www.
arcstages.org.

Saturday, Apr. 2
Pleasantville Farmers Market Outdoor 

Opening. Experience the largest, year-
round farmers market in Westchester, and 
the one voted “Best of Westchester” in 2014 
and 2015 by the readers of Westchester 
Magazine. With 55 vendors and nearby 
nearby parking lots, the market is a 
delicious good time every Saturday. Rain or 
shine. Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. The marketplace is a dog-
free environment. Every Saturday. Info: 
Visit www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Bringing 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating a 
connection between shoppers and small-
scale food producers in the region. First 
Congregational Church of Chappaqua, 
210 Orchard Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Saturdays through April. Info: 
Visit www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Adult Coloring. If you’re an adult 
looking for a relaxing, fresh and new 
activity that will help bring stress relief to 
your busy life, try this new coloring class. 
Drop in anytime. Materials provided. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Who Gives a Hoot? Learn about the 
fantastic flyers of the night and dissect an 
owl pellet. Cranberry Lake Preserve, Old 
Orchard Street, North White Plains. 1 
to 2 p.m. $3 per person. Pre-registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-428-
1005.

Family Saturdays @ the Lab. Learn 
about green screening, explore an 
augmented reality sandbox and make 
your own claymation stop-motion film! 
Jacob Burns Film Center educators will 
be on hand to guide visitors through an 
experience like no other. Jacob Burns Film 
Center’s Media Arts Lab, 405 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Meets 
the first Saturday of the month. Info: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org. 

“Becky Shaw.” M&M Productions 
returns for a live performance of this Gina 
Gionfriddo play, a comedy of bad manners 
in which a newlywed couple fixes up two 
romantically challenged friends. When 
an evening calculated to bring happiness 
takes a dark turn, crisis and comedy 
ensue in this wickedly funny play. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

continued on page 28

continued from page 25
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Make-A-Wish Hudson® Valley 
will present a benefit concert of 
Broadway show music on Friday, Apr. 
8 at the historic Tarrytown Music 
Hall at 8 p.m. It is the first of four 
signature events that the nonprofit 
organization will sponsor as part of 
its 30thh anniversary fundraising 
campaign to help grant wishes for 
more than 150 local children with 
life-threatening medical conditions. 

“Frank and Friends” will be 
headlined by legendary Broadway 
composer and songwriter Frank 
Wildhorn. Known for both his 
musicals and popular songs, including 
the number one international hit, 
“Where Do Broken Hearts Go” – 
made famous by Whitney Houston 
– and the song “Gold,” heard at the 
opening ceremonies of the 2002 
Olympic Winter Games in Salt Lake 
City, Wildhorn in 1999 became 
the first composer to have three 
Broadway musicals running on 
Broadway simultaneously: “Jekyll 
and Hyde,” “The Scarlet Pimpernel” 
and “The Civil War.”

Scheduled to appear with Wildhorn 
will be Broadway actors Rob Evan, 
Jeremy Jordan and Laura Osnes.

Ticket prices range from $35 to $175 
and can be ordered by visiting www.
tarrytownmusichall.org or by calling 
877-840-0457. All proceeds to benefit 
the Make-A-Wish® Hudson Valley.

Thomas J. Conklin, president 
and CEO of the chapter, noted that 
since the chapter was established 
in 1986, it has helped wishes come 
true for more than 2,400 children 
in the Hudson Valley counties 
of Delaware, Dutchess, Orange, 
Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster 
and Westchester. 

“But, over time, the costs of travel, 
accommodations, meals and other 
trip expenses have significantly 
increased, averaging now between 
$7,500 and $10,000 for each wish 
child,” Conklin explained. “That 
makes our 30th anniversary 
fundraising efforts and the generosity 
of our supporters more critical to 
the success of reaching our goal of 
granting a wish to every eligible child 
in the Hudson Valley.”

The other 30th anniversary 
signature events will be the annual 
Wish Ball on Friday, May 13 at 
another historic landmark, Abigail 
Kirsch at Tappan Hill Mansion, 

located on the former estate of 
Mark Twain. Darlene Rodriguez of 
NBC’s “Today in New York” and 
Mike Bennett of WHUD’s “Mike 
& Kacey in the Morning,” are once 
again scheduled to serve as celebrity 
co-hosts for the evening’s festivities. 
Bill Georges, global chief operating 

officer of Active International, has 
been named as this year’s Wish Ball 
Honoree.

On Tuesday, Aug. 30, golf 
enthusiasts, including some 
prominent individuals, will tee off 
on behalf of Make-A-Wish® Hudson 
Valley from the historic Sleepy Hollow 
Country Club’s in Scarborough-on-
Hudson in Briarcliff Manor. 

Celebrating 30 years of wishes will 
conclude on Sunday, Oct. 30 when 
an army of hundreds of supporters, 
including Wish kids and their 
families from throughout the Hudson 
Valley, converge at FDR State Park 
in Yorktown Heights to participate 
in the 11th Annual Walk/Run for 
Wishes. 

Throughout the year, the chapter 
will offer a number of opportunities 
to individuals, companies and 
organizations to support the four 
signature events by becoming a 
sponsor, making a donation and 
forming a team. As details are 
finalized, they will be communicated 
on the website, www.hudson.wish.
org/30, on social media platforms, in 
e-blast messages and the media.

Make-A-Wish Anniversary Fundraiser Apr. 8 in Tarrytown

Legendary Broadway composer Frank 
Wildhorn will be on hand and accompanied 
by a trio of  Broadway actors in a show 
recognizing his music as part of  the Make-
A-Wish Hudson Valley 30th Anniversary 
fundraiser at Tarrytown Music Hall on Apr. 8.
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Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. Every 
Saturday. Info: Visit www.emanuelelc.org.

Unitarian Universalist Choir Festival. 
Choirs come together to sing selections 
from all genres of choral music, from 
secular to sacred, theatrical to classical. 
The evening will conclude with all voices 
joining together to perform several 
resounding selections. Community 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
White Plains, 468 Rosedale Ave., White 
Plains. 7 p.m. $20. Seniors and students: 
$10. Children: $5. (Maximum per family 
$45.) Info and tickets: 914-946-1660 ext. 6 
or visit www.cucwp.org. Tickets may also 
be purchased at the door.

Danceworks. The dance company of 
Westchester Community College will 
present a special program at their spring 
events. The troupe, a diverse ethnic and 
cultural combination of college students 
and alumni, is led by Director Mollyann 
Franzblau. Westchester Community 
College’s Academic Arts Theatre, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8 p.m. $15. 
Children, seniors and students: $10. Also 
Apr. 3 and 10 at 3 p.m. and Apr. 8 and 9 at 8 
p.m. Info: Visit www.sunywcc.edu. Tickets: 
914-606-6262 or at the door.

Sunday, Apr. 3
Yoga for Beginners. A perfect way 

to refresh your body and mind. Move, 
stretch, breathe and renew. All bodies and 
minds are welcome in this class. Expect 
Natural, 774 Bedford Rd., Bedford Hills. 
8:30 to 10 a.m. $15 per class. Every Sunday. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Contact Marta at 914-242-
4685.

The Women of the House: How a 
Colonial She-Merchant Built a Mansion, 
a Fortune and a Dynasty. Colonial 
Manhattan was a hotbed of activity for 
female merchants who owned shops and 
ships and traded everything from linens to 
looking glasses. Hear the story of Margaret 
Hardenbroeck, a fur trader and ship 
merchant, who made her fortune amassing 
a fleet of two dozen ships on which she 
herself sailed. Westchester author Jean 
Zimmerman will tell of Hardenbroeck’s 
exploits along with those of three other 
powerful women in New York’s Philipse 
family. Presented by the Briarcliff Manor-
Scarborough Historical Society. Briarcliff 
Congregational Church’s Beebe Hall, 30 
S. State Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 2 p.m. Free. 
RSVP required. Info and RSVP: 914-941-
4393 or email mail@briarcliffhistory.org

Manhattan String Quartet. The final 
concert in the Pleasantville Chamber Music 
Society’s 2015-16 series features the locally 
and internationally beloved Manhattan 
String Quartet. The program will include 

Beethoven’s “String Quartet in C Minor, 
Op. 18 #4, Bartok’s “String Quartet No. 2, 
Op. 17 and “String Quartet in A Minor” 
by Schubert. Presbyterian Church, 400 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3 p.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.pvillechambermusic.org.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot 
dance floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with 
friends. Refreshments served. Broadway 
26 Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 3 to 
6 p.m. $12. Also the third Saturday of each 
month from 8 p.m. to midnight. $16. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

French Violin-Piano Masterpieces 
Recital. Violinist Peggy Klinger and pianist 
Gerald Robbins are the featured artists for 
the Hoff-Barthelson Music School Artist 
Series. Klinger and Robbins performance 
will include Claude Debussy’s “Violin 
Sonata in G Minor,” Maurice Ravel’s 
“Violin Sonata No. 2 in G Major,” and 
César Franck’s melodious “Violin Sonata 
in A Major.” Greenville Community 
Church, 270 Ardsley Rd., Scarsdale. 5 p.m. 
$18. Seniors (65 and up): $15. Students: 
Free. Tickets to a series of three recitals are 
available at a reduced rate. Info and tickets: 
914-723-1169 or e-mail hb@hbms.org. 
Tickets also available at the door. 

Monday, Apr. 4
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Every Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Young Explorers Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Zumba Class. Open to all. Drop-ins 
welcome; no membership needed. PFX, 
101 Castleton St., Pleasantville. 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. $10 a class. Every Monday. Info: 
Contact Amy Olin at olin.amyj@gmail.
com.

Cirque Ziva. The world-class cirque 
spectacular from the internationally 
renowned touring troop, The Golden 
Dragon Acrobats. The spectacular 
athleticism and fine artistry of this elite 
group of acrobats has received standing 
ovations from audiences of all ages, 
earning critical acclaim and packed 
houses. Westchester Broadway Theatre, 1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $50 (plus tax) for the 

show only. $84 (plus tax) for show and 
dinner. Also Apr. 5 at 11:15 a.m. for lunch 
and 1 p.m. for the show. $64 (plus tax) for 
lunch and matinee. Info and tickets: 914-
592-2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.
com. 

Telephone Support Group for Women 
With Metastatic Breast Cancer. This 
Support Connection group offers the 
opportunity to share information and 
experiences with women across the 
country who are living with breast cancer. 
Share information and experiences. 
Confidentially discuss concerns and gain 
support from others who understand 
from the comfort of home. Open to 
women nationwide living with recurrent, 
advanced stage or metastatic breast cancer. 
8 p.m. Free. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Contact Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

Tuesday, Apr. 5
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Point Insurance Reduction Program 
Defensive Driving Course. This state-
approved six-hour course saves drivers 10 
percent on liability and collision portions 
of their auto insurance premium for three 
years and removes up to four point from 
the insurance. Will be offered once or 
twice a month throughout 2016. Also 
Apr. 6. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 to 9 
p.m. $55. Info and registration: 914-600-
7180 or visit www.drivercourse.net. 

Wednesday, Apr 6
Louise Fishman in Conversation With 

Helaine Posner. Fishman, a celebrated 
American artist, discusses her life, work, 
sources of inspiration and artistic process 
with Neuberger’s chief curator. Neuberger 
Museum of Art Study, 735 Anderson Hill 
Rd., Purchase. 4:30 to 6 p.m. $10. Purchase 
College students, staff, faculty and Museum 
of Art Circle Level members: Free. Info: 
914-251-6100 or visit www.neuberger.org. 
New Media Lecture Series With Georgi 
and Nina Tushev. Join the couple for an 
evening exploring the artistic and activist 
potentials of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. 
Weather permitting, the Tushevs will 
present an outdoor drone demonstration 
prior to their lecture. Neuberger Museum 
of Art Study, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. Drone demonstration from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Lecture from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. $10. Purchase College students, staff, 
faculty and Museum of Art Circle Level 

members: Free. Info: 914-251-6100 or visit 
www.neuberger.org.

Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 
Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

Addressing Challenging Behaviors 
of Children and Young Adults With 
Special Needs. A discussion featuring 
a distinguished panel moderated by 
Sheryl R. Frishman, Esq. about what 
can be done at home and at school. 
Sponsored by the Mount Pleasant Public 
Library and Pleasantville SEPTA. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 7 to 9 p.m. Free. Pre-
registration required. Info and pre-
registration: E-mail event@pvillesepta.
com. 

Thursday, Apr. 7
Fall Prevention Program Kickoff. 

County Executive Rob Astorino and 
the YWCA White Plains and Central 
Westchester present a new balance training 
and fall prevention program. The event 
will feature a panel discussion with some 
of the area’s leading medical professionals, 
followed by a Tai Ji Quan demonstration 
focusing on how to incorporate movement 
for better balance. YMCA White Plains and 
Central Westchester, 515 North St., White 
Plains. 9 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Registration 
requested; walk-ins welcome. Registration: 
E-mail events@ywcawpcw.org. Info: 914-
949-6227 ext. 208.

Pleasantville Garden Club Meeting. 
Certified arborist Charles King Sadler of 
King Gardens in Irvington will speak on 
mature gardens design and care. A certified 
arborist with an extensive knowledge of 
pruning, Sadler will cover how to “edit” 
gardens as plants mature and change and 
he will share when and how to prune 
shrubs, ornamental trees, shade trees and 
overgrown perennials. He will also answer 
questions on preserving the intent of 
garden design. All welcome. Pleasantville 
Presbyterian Church, 400 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:15 a.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillegardenclub.org.

An Intimate Solo: Acoustic Performance 
By Citizen Cope. Melding hip-hop with 
folk, soul and blues, Cope has produced 
four albums of depth and distinction, each 
a critical chapter in his search for a sound 
that paints an auditory American landscape 
in which despair wars with hope and 
hope, tied to love, is elusive. A dollar from 
every ticket sale will be donated toward 
buying musical instruments for students 
at Red Lake Middle School in Red Lake, 
Minn. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main 
St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $49-$79. Info and  
tickets: Visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

continued from page 26
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There are more 
than 9,000 wineries 
in the United 
States today, a 
record number. 
Over 40 percent 
are in California, 
accounting for 
90 percent of all 
domestic wine 
production. Yet, 

fewer than 2 percent of all U.S. wineries – 
less than 200 – account for 84 percent of all 
wine production.

This was the introduction to last 
week’s column. It was intended to place a 
perspective on the American wine industry, 
while at the same time, focus on the 
background of the tumultuous history of 
Napa Valley winemakers.

I categorize this history in four distinct 
periods. 

Pre-Prohibition marked the infancy 
and initial rise of Napa Valley. Western 
European immigrants, many Italians, 
settled in California and Napa Valley and 
plied their trade in the local markets. 
Prohibition decimated the industry from 
1920-1933.  

Next, the post-Prohibition era. It created 
a number of powerhouses, most closely 
held. These included Peter and Robert 
Mondavi, Ernest and Julio Gallo and several 

other notable families, which flourished and 
continue to exert their influence in today’s 
market. They include Jacob and Frederick 
Beringer, Mike Grgich and Joseph Heitz.

The third period is the early 1970s. This 
wave of new wineries stood out for their 
ability to lever off the inroads made by their 
predecessors. Many were progenies of the 
1960s movement of being one with nature, 
without the trappings of ordered society. 
While many languished in anonymity, 
others successfully branded 
themselves as American 
icons.  

These included 
the winemakers who 
participated in the Judgment 
of Paris in 1976, a tasting 
competition between upstart 
California wineries and 
elite French wines from the 
Bordeaux and Burgundy regions. Much to 
the chagrin of the French and the surprise 
of wine cognoscenti across the globe, 
American wines were ranked first in the 
tasting. (The movie “Bottleshock” focused 
on the backdrop of the event.)

These Napa Valley wineries, Stag’s Leap 
Wine Cellars and Chateau Montelena, 
remain highly regarded to this day, along 
with others that competed. This single event 
was the impetus that catapulted California 
to becoming the highly regarded wine 

region of today.
The fourth period in the history of 

California and the Napa Valley takes a 
different route to fame and fortune. In the 
last 30 years or so, the winemaking industry 
has been turned upside down, through 1) 
modern technology and 2) modern-day 
entrepreneurs. 

And the profile of winemakers has been 
evolving. Still dominant are the traditional 
winemakers who grow their own grapes 

and produce their own 
wines. Others have not been 
as adventurous or as capital-
rich, instead opting to buy 
grapes and process them in 
their wineries. Still others 
have gone the investment 
banking route: invest 
other people’s money. The 
emergence of these trend-

setting winemakers who own no land, no 
winery and no storage facilities continues 
to escalate.

Nouveau wealthy entrepreneurs own 
many of these virtual wineries. They 
amassed fortunes during the last 15 years, 
most notably during the last two technology 
booms and the financial run-up prior to the 
Great Recession. “Gentlemen winemakers” 
is a term I’ve been using to describe these 
entrepreneurs, who became aware of the 
finer luxuries of the good life and then 

invested in those industries that piqued 
their interests. 

Napa Valley is dotted with the likes of 
these wine lovers turned winemakers. A 
number have grape-stained hands from 
crafting their own wines while others have 
ink-stained hands from writing checks 
to purchase wineries and hire talented 
winemakers who are imbued with their 
employers’ passion for a particular style of 
wine from a particular grape or plot of land.   

Today’s wine market enjoys the fruits of 
Napa Valley entrepreneurs. Excellent wines 
are available – at broad price points – to 
satiate the palate and wallet of discerning 
wine consumers. And these winemakers 
mirror the American social model. They 
are a mosaic of multicultural, financially 
divergent individuals and corporations 
seeking the American Dream: following 
one’s passion, earning the accolades of 
fellow citizens and achieving the financial 
rewards of their sweat and dedication. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 20 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

Napa Valley: From Vineyard Reality to Virtual Reality

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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ADOPTION
Loving couple hoping to adopt a baby. 
Open, accepting, secure. Contact Sue and 
Gary at suegaryadopt@gmail.com; 516-
234-7187; see our video at www.suegary-
adopt.com.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery Lim-
ited Supply!ORDER NOW! 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com

HELP WANTED
MARKET MANAGERS NEEDED FOR 
DOWN TO EARTH FARMERS MAR-
KETS. Several part-time, hourly positions 
available. Must have great people skills, 
reliable transportation, and ability to lift 
and carry 50#. Interested? E-mail a cover 
letter and resume to frankie@down-
toearthmarkets.com

STYLIST WANTED, man or woman, 
following preferred, for a growing salon 
in Katonah. 914 232 5201

MECHANIC WANTED. Cortlandt 
Manor area. Full/Part Time.  Inspection 
license a must. Send resume to milrent@
yahoo.com

PART TIME CASHIER.  Will train.  Ap-
ply in person.  BP Gas Station - 2071 East 
Main St., Cortlandt Manor, NY.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
MOUNTAIN GETAWAY! 5 acres - 
$39,900 Jaw dropping views, fields, stone-
walls, southern exposure, less than 3 hrs 
from the GW Bridge! Call 888-479-3394 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

HANDYMAN FARMHOUSE! 5 acresñ 
Trout Stream- $69,900 Country 3 BR 
house, stream, fields, views, beautiful 

Catskill Mountain setting! Call 888-905-
8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LENDER ORDERED FARM 
SALE!CATSKILL MTNS! 39 acres ñwas 
119,900 NOW $99,900 Fields, woods, 
apple trees, valley views, stonewalls, ATV 
trails! 3 hrs NY City! Terms avail. (888) 
701-7509 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGALS
Notice is hereby given pursuant to the 
NYS Alcoholic Beverage Control Law, 
that Monteverde at Oldstone Manor, Inc., 
located at 28 Bear Mountain Bridge Road, 
Cortlandt Manor, Westchester County, 
NY 10567, has applied for a license(s), Se-
rial Number 1293207, to sell wine, beer, 
and spirits for retail on-premises con-
sumption.

Notice of Formation of Arizona Hold-
ings Group, LLC Arts of Org. filed 
with Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/15/2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served, SSNY shall mail process to: 222 
Bloomingdale Rd, Ste 116, White Plains, 
NY 10605.  Purpose: any lawful activity.
 
Notice of Formation of Sands Light Cap-
ital, LLC Arts of Org. filed with Sect’y of
State of NY (SSNY) on 3/11/2016. Office in 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

continued on page 30
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Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served, SSNY 
shall mail process to: 222 Bloomingdale 
Rd, Ste 116, White Plains, NY 10605.  
Purpose: any lawful activity.
  
Notice of formation of Lux Global Part-
ners, LLC. Art. Of Org. � led with SSNY 
on 02/29/2016. O�  ce in Westchester 
County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC  upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: Con-
nected Healthcare Technologies, LLC, 
o�  ce in Westchester County;  Articles 
of Organization � led with SSNY on 
2/17/2016.  SSNY designated agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: the 
company, c/o Sarah Ball, 80 Central Av-
enue, Rye, NY 10580.  Purpose: any law-
ful acts or activities.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
FAULKNER FABRICATORS, LLC Art. 
of Org. � led with SSNY on 12/16/15.  
O�  ce location: Westchester County.  
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: Faulkner Fabricators, LLC, 74 Lyons 

Place, Mt. Vernon. NY 10553.  Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Laurent & Al-
tieri, LLC. Art. Of Org. � led with Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/05/2016. 
O�  ce in Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Genevieve 
Laurent, 67  Sedgwick Avenue, Yonkers, 
New York 10705. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: 7 
JONES LLC Art  of Org. � led with SSNY 
on February 20, 2015. O�  ce Location: 
Westchester County, SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 53 Post Street, Yonkers, NY 
10705. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ELE-
MENTAL EVENTS, LLC also recognized 
as e2 markets, and e squared markets. as 
� led with Secy. of State of NY(SSNY) on 
1/7/2016. Location: Westchester County.  
Company’s agent for service of process is 
Rocket Lawyer Corporate Services, LLC, 
90 State Street, Suite 700, Box 80, Alba-
ny, New York 12207. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE Notice of Formation 
of Bygone Candle Company LLC � led 
with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/22/2016. O�  ce Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY is the designated agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 15 
Winslow Rd, White Plains, NY 10606. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 425 
First Realty, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion � led with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) onMarch 11, 2016. O�  ce lo-
cation: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. � e Post 
O�  ce address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803 � e principal 
business address of the LLC is: 926 Wyn-

newood Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity

FEDER KNIVES LLC NOTICE OF 
PUBLICATION  Pursuant to Section 206 
of the New York Limited Liability Com-
pany Law, this is a notice of publication 
of Feder Knives LLC, a New York limited 
liability company (the “Company”). � e 
Company’s Articles of Organization was 
� led with the NewYork Department of 
State on February 10, 2016. � e o�  ce of 
the Company is located in Westchester 
County, New York. � e New York Secre-
tary of State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served and the post of-
� ce address within this state to which the 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the Company is 725 Hud-
son Avenue, Peekskill, NY 10566. � e reg-
istered agent of the Company is Geo� rey 
Feder, 725 Hudson Avenue, Peekskill, 
NY 10566. � e Company is a manufac-
turer and seller of custom-made knives.

Notice of formation of limited liability 
company Shadow Moses, LLC. Articles 
of Organization � led with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 01/14/2016. 
NY o�  ce location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. � e post o�  ce address to which 
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him/her is 
424 Central Ave 2nd Floor, Peekskill, 
NY 110566. Purpose/character of LLC: 
3d Printing & Online Retail

PUBLIC HEARING 2016-17 TENTA-
TIVE VILLAGE BUDGET PLEASE 
TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Village of Pleasantville, West-
chester County, New York will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Monday, April 11, 2016 at 
8:00pm, prevailing time, Village Hall, 80 
Wheeler Avenue, 2nd Floor, Pleasantville, 
N.Y. for the purpose of hearing comments 
as it pertains to the 2016-2017 Tentative 
Village Budget.  All persons interested in 
speaking on this subject will be heard. Ju-
dith Weintraub, Village Clerk, Village of 
Pleasantville, Westchester County, New 
York.

MISCELLANEOUS
DEAR HEART OF JESUS.  In the past 
I have asked for favors.  � is time I ask a 
special one. Take it and mention a favor. 
Dear heart of Jesus.  Place it within your 
old broken heart where your father sees 
it. Say this prayer for three days. Promise 
publication. Never known to fail. Dear 
heart of Jesus. Saint Jude and Saint An-
thony. TY.

THORNWOOD, NY - 50 � . x 100 � . 
approved building lot. $209,900.  Call 
(914) 769-8999

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 

& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MONEY TO LEND
Get funding now for your small business 
up to $2 million in as little as 2 days. 
Minimum 2 years in business. Call BFS 
Capital: 888-732-6298 or apply online 
www.bfscapital.com/nyp

RECRUITMENT
� e Arc of Delaware County seeks dy-
namic professionals to lead our nationally 
recognized organization in supporting 
people with I/DD in living personally ful-
� lling lives. Positions include: Chief Ser-
vices O�  cer Speech Pathologist Supervi-
sor/ Life Coach 10 Assistant Director of 
Residential Services House Manager Ap-
ply: www.delarc.org

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry,
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683

BUYING ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATION 
ART done for magazine, book and paper-
back covers, interiors, ads, pinups, comics, 
etc. Also, antique maps, posters, photos,
postcards, autographs, historic docu-
ments, all interesting paper. mwi0729@
aol.com. 914 588 9359.

WANT CASH FOR EXTRA DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS? I Pay Top Dollar Since 
2005! 1 Day Fast Payment Guaranteed 
Up To $60 Per Box! Free Shipping. www.
Cashnowo� er.com or 888-210-5233. Get 
Extra $10: Use O� er Code: Cashnow!

CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

Classifi ed Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
weekʼs publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifi eds@
theexaminernews.com

continued from page 29
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Pace sophomore Cristen Whigham sends a fly 
ball to left field in the Setters’ 4-1 victory over 
Caldwell that started the team’s current four-
game winning streak. 

Pace University shortstop Ashley Lew chases 
a ground ball in Thursday’s first game of  a 
doubleheader vs. visiting Caldwell.

Outfielder Jordan Chillinksky fires the ball back to 
the infield in Pace’s 4-1 win over Caldwell. 

The Setters’ Samantha Lima watches her pop fly 
to short in the fifth inning of  last Thursday’s first 
game vs. the Caldwell Cougars. 

Pace sophomore Jaclyn Flores delivers a pitch 
in Thursday’s doubleheader vs. the Caldwell 
University Cougars.

Setters third baseman Surina Sandhu gets set to 
fire the ball to first trying for a double play after 
already stepping on the bag for a force out. 

Left fielder Tara Bernstein sets her sights on a 
sinking line drive last Thursday afternoon at Pace 
Field in Briarcliff.

Pace freshman infielder Lindsey Ah Soon follows 
the flight of  her long foul ball down the left-field 
line against visiting Caldwell. 

Caitlin McCann of  Pace pitches in the second game 
of  last week’s home twin bill against Caldwell. She 
struck out four and walked just one in the 4-1 
Setter win. 

Setter second baseman Haley Hernandez chases 
a pop fly in the second game of  Thursday’s 
doubleheader. Her second-inning, two-run double 
helped Pace to a 4-1 win.

Pace University softball coach Claudia Stabile confers 
with batter Tara Bernstein during last Thursday’s 
doubleheader. The Setters ended the week with four 
straight wins and are now 12-6 this season, 6-0 in 
the NE-10. 

Pace catcher Nikole Larm chats near the mound with pitcher 
Caitlin McCann during the second game of  Thursday’s 
doubleheader split with Caldwell. 

focus on
PACE SOFTBALL
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BOYS’ 
BASKETBALL

2015-16
A Look Back

Fox Lane’s Matt Redhead gets inside for a bucket 
in a win over John Jay.

Greeley point guard Ben Wolfensohn dribbles 
the ball up the floor against some backcourt 
pressure. 

Byram Hills sophomore guard 
Skylar Sinon shoots a short 
jumper during a Bobcats’ home 
game.

Byram Hills point guard Matt Milone dribbles the 
ball at the top of  the key for the Class A sectional 
champion Bobcats.

Fox Lane’s Sean New flips up a shot in the Slam 
Dunk Tournament at the Westchester County 
Center.

Briarcliff  guard Jack Reish tries to score in traffic 
during the Bears’ state regional playoff  game vs. 
Marlboro.

Valhalla’s Ricky Thomas sails in for an easy 
basket in a game vs. visiting Hastings.

Westlake’s Jesse Boyce, who 
reached the 1000-point plateau 
in his senior season, shoots a 
3-pointer. 

Mike Manley of  Pleasantville fires a 
jump shot from the top of  the key in 
a midseason home game.

Valhalla’s Kevin Kelly drives to the 
basket in a Vikings’ home game against 
the Hastings Yellow Jackets.

Fox Lane point guard Emmett 
Robin gets set to shoot an 
off-balance shot while Jared 
Friedberg of  Byram Hills applies 
pressure.

Horace Greeley’s Jeff  Merchant 
gets inside for a basket during 
the season-opening Lakeland 
tourney.
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Nick Sirena of  Westlake battles for a rebound 
during a home game vs. Briarcliff.

Jack Ryan of  Briarcliff  pushes the ball up the floor 
in the Section 1, Class B championship game.

Briarcliff’s Josiah Cobbs rises in the lane for a 
basket in the Bears’ annual Booster Club Tourney.

Pleasantville’s Patrick McPhee tries to dribble 
past Westlake’s Jesse Boyce in the sectional 
playoff  game won by the Panthers.

Pleasantville senior Jon Carlo Angiolillo takes the 
ball to the basket in a home game vs. Croton.

Lou Filippelli of  Byram Hills is sandwiched in the 
lane as he eyes a potential rebound in the state 
regional vs. Red Hook at the Westchester County 
Center. 

Brian Unger of  Greeley shoots the ball along the 
left baseline vs. the John Jay Patriots.Briarcliff  center Sean Crowley scores in the paint 

over Pleasantville’s Nick Salzarulo.

Westlake guard Will Snyder handles the ball along 
the left baseline as Pleasantville’s Mike Manley 
defends.

Orlando Clarke does some midair improvising in 
Valhalla’s home playoff  game against Ardsley.

Matt Groll of  Byram Hills is surrounded by Red 
Hook players as he shoots in the lane during the 
Bobcats’ state regional playoff  win.

Alex Olsen of  Fox Lane dunks the ball during the 
Foxes’ road win vs. Arlington.
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By Richard Finn 
Most weekend tennis warriors or USTA league players 

would love to be able to blast in a serve like a John Isner 
thunderclap. Or cut across the net and put away a crisp 
volley like one of the Bryan brothers.  Maybe swat a huge 
forehand like American up and comer Jack Sock. 

But, the reality is that for most recreational tennis 
players those are hopes and dreams that are just not 
going to happen. 

However, there is something that the everyday tennis 

player in our area can now share with top pros like Isner, 
the Bryan Brothers and Sock. 

At the recently refurbished and expanded Pro Shop 
that opened earlier this month at the Saw Mill Club, 
players can get their racquets strung by the same person 
who for many years took care of the racquets of leading 
professionals at the ATP men’s tournament in Atlanta. 

His name is Colin Athens, and he brings the expertise 
and passion of stringing racquets for more than 10 years 
to the needs and distinct playing style of every customer 
who comes into the store. 

“I want to make every person who comes into our shop 
feel special and I want to make them a better player with 
the right strings, tension and maybe even racquet,” said 
Athens, 26, who was a top national junior tennis player 
growing up in Atlanta. “It ‘s a more customized approach, 
more hands on.”

Saw Mill Director of Tennis Bob Bull considers the Pro 
Shop as an extension of the club’s superior junior and 
adult tennis programs.

“The correct equipment is as vital to the success of any 
player as is good coaching,” said Bull. “Now, it’s one-stop 
shopping here at the club if you are looking to improve 
your game.”

Athens started stringing his own racquets as a junior 
player and then had the opportunity to learn “the tricks 
of the trade” at the side of a master stringing for years at 
a pro shop in his hometown. 

“About 90 percent of the people who come into the 
shop don’t know much about racquets and with just about 
one look and learning about how they play, I can almost 
to a tee select and suggest what racquet and tension they 
should play with, “ said Athens. 

The focus of the shop will be on tennis, featuring a wide 

assortment of top racquet models and strings, accessories 
including grips and a full range of the boutique brand 
Solfire clothes designed right at the company’s office in 
Brooklyn.

But there will be more in the store as it reflects the 
robust Saw Mill Club community of members whose 
athletics pursuits are diverse — from Zumba to yoga to 
spin classes.

Customers will find yoga props, fitness accessories 
and lifestyle Solfire pieces all presented in a warm, re-
modeled shop, including track lighting and TV.

“We created a more inviting, more welcoming 
environment with the store, “ said Athens.  Colin Athens strings a racket at the Pro Shop at the Saw Mill Club.

Some of  the tennis attire now available at the new and improved Pro 
Shop at Saw Mill Club.

Healthcare That Revolves
Around You.

 caremountmedical.com

For more information, 
visit our website:

CareMount Medical is a service mark 
of CareMount Medical, PC.

Mount Kisco Medical Group has changed  
its name to CareMount Medical 
We are the same company and people you know. 
Founded in 1946, we are a community practice dedicated to  
bringing the best care to our patients close to home. Over the 
years, we’ve grown to have a regional presence and a national 
reputation for talent, technology, and quality medical care. 
Visit one of CareMount Medical’s 500 physicians and affiliated 
medical practitioners in more than 40 locations. 
Everything we do revolves around you.

Master Stringer Ready to Serve Players at New Pro Shop

SOLFiRE/SAW MiLL CLUB PHOTOS
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Nikki Nero of  Briarcliff  runs past Westlake’s 
Viktoria Hudd and sends a shot at the goal during 
the Bears’ 15-9 victory.

Westlake’s Lauren Holzer, who scored five goals, 
including the 100th of  her career, controls the ball 
in the title game of  the Mt. Pleasant Cup. 

Pleasantville’s Jessica Mullane draws a crowd as she moves the ball across the field in the Panthers’ 
15-4 win over Valhalla in the Mt. Pleasant Cup consolation game.

Pleasantville’s Jack Howe moves the ball up the 
field in the first quarter as Putnam Valley’s Gavin 
Kelly defends.

Declan McDermott, who scored five goals, runs 
past Kyle Anderson of  Putnam Valley in last 
Thursday’s 16-7 season-opening win for the 
Panthers. 

Nolan McAndrew of  Pleasantville controls the ball 
during the 16-7 home win over Put Valley.

Pleasantville’s Lucas Cohen heads for the cage 
while Putnam Valley’s JT Montaldo tries to defend 
in the opening quarter, when the Panthers were 
building a 9-1 lead.  

Briarcliff’s Lexi Grasso, who had four goals, three 
assists and was named tourney MVP, races past 
Megan O’Connor of  Westlake in the Mt. Pleasant 
Cup championship game.

Briarcliff’s Jordana Cohen gets set to fire a shot 
on goal as Westlake’s Megan O’Connor defends in 
last Thursday’s Mt. Pleasant Cup title game.

Valhalla’s Nikki Loresto runs with the ball in the 
consolation final of  the 2016 Mt. Pleasant Cup at 
Briarcliff  High School.

Kelly O’Donnell of  Briarcliff  scores a second-half  
goal in the Bears’ 15-9 win over Westlake in the 
title game of  the Mt. Pleasant Cup last Thursday.

Sydney Levine of  Pleasantville moves the ball up 
the right sideline in the Panthers’ 15-4 tourney 
win over Valhalla last Thursday.
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Matt Redhead
Fox Lane

See Pages 32, 33

Boys’
Basketball

2015-16
Rewind


