
By Arthur Cusano
The family of Pace University football 

player Danroy “D.J.” Henry, who was shot 
and killed by Pleasantville police in 2010, 
reached a settlement with the village and 
the officer who shot Henry, both sides 
announced last week.

News of the $6 million settlement was 
released through a statement by the family’s 
attorney, Michael Sussman. The agreement 
must now receive court approval before it 
can be finalized.

“The Henrys have been clear from the 
beginning that no monetary settlement 
could ever replace the deep loss of their 
beloved son DJ,” Sussman said in a 
statement. “While this aspect of their 
lawsuits has now been resolved, they will 
continue to deal with their deep loss by 

By Martin Wilbur
The federal monitor overseeing 

implementation of Westchester’s 
affordable housing settlement harshly 
criticized the county last Friday for 
spreading misinformation and failing 
to properly educate the public on the 
agreement’s benefits.

Monitor James Johnson’s 69-page 
report took aim mainly at County 
Executive Rob Astorino for repeatedly 
declaring that the federal Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) was trying to dismantle local 
zoning in Westchester; that the cost 
of compliance to the county is near $1 
billion rather than the $51.6 million 
agreed to in the 2009 settlement; and that 
the federal government was trying to 

change the parameters of the settlement 
so the county would need to build more 
than 10,000 affordable units rather than 
the required 750 by the end of this year.

Furthermore, Johnson’s report said 
Astorino erroneously accused the federal 
government of attempting to force 
construction of high-rise apartment 
buildings in the county. 

He also stated that Westchester’s public 
education and outreach campaigns 
to further the goals of the housing 
settlement were inadequate.

He pointed to the county’s failure 
to submit a satisfactory Analysis of 
Impediments (AI) of local zoning 
more than six years after the settlement 
was finalized as another example of 
the county’s efforts to undermine the 

By Martin Wilbur
Commissioners for New Castle Fire 

District No. 1 plan on scheduling a 
referendum for later this year to pay 
for an expansion of the Bedford Road 
firehouse to bring the facility up to 
modern firefighting standards.

The district is in contract to buy the 
adjacent parcel currently owned by 
veterinarian Dr. Martin Horowitz of the 
Chappaqua Animal Hospital for $1.62 
million to accommodate a roughly 
13,000-square-foot addition, said 
Commissioner Christopher Weddle.

A price tag for the new construction 
will not be known until next week, 
Weddle said. 

On Sunday afternoon, Weddle and 
project architect Bob Mitchell said 
during an hour-long presentation at the 
Chappaqua Public Library that the current 
facility is inadequate to house today’s 
larger equipment and that the building 

fails to comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 

The original structure was built in the 
1950s followed by an addition in the 
late 1970s. Weddle said the fire district 
commissioned a study by Emergency 
Vehicle Response, a firefighter safety 
organization, which recommended a new 
firehouse or an addition to the current 
facility.

“We think we’re acting responsibly,” 
Weddle said. “We think we’re doing the 
right thing, but ultimately it’s up to the 
public to feel whether we can go forward 
or whether we can not.”

Fire district officials are tentatively 
scheduled to appear before the New 
Castle Planning Board for site plan 
review starting next month, Mitchell 
said. A target date for a referendum is late 
fall or early winter. If the proposition is 
approved by voters, the district could go 
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D.J. Henry, the 20-year-old Pleasantville University 
student who was shot and killed by Pleasantville 
police in 2010.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The Bedford Road firehouse in Chappaqua would be expanded if  a referendum planned for later this 
year is approved by voters.
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Ask the Doctor
pertain to your condition. Spend time weighing these options and discussing 
them with your regular doctor and your surgeon.

Q: How is robot-assisted surgery different from laparoscopic surgery?
A: Both are minimally-invasive with a faster recovery and less scarring than open surgery. 
However, robot-assisted surgery offers several advantages. With the da Vinci® Surgical 
System, used at Northern Westchester Hospital, the surgeon sits at a console and controls 
a high-definition, 3D-camera and highly-specialized, ‘wristed’ instruments that cut, clamp 
and suture through tiny incisions. Better visualization (3D vs 2D) allows critical structures 
to be seen in much finer detail. Together, the advanced imaging and ‘wristed’ instruments 
enable precise surgeries and the ability to preserve more of your healthy tissue.

Q: In addition to a colonoscopy, is there anything else 
I can do to reduce my risk for colon cancer? 
A: There are lifestyle choices you can make: Eating a high-fiber diet, maintaining your 
weight and staying active will significantly reduce your risk, according to the research. 
If you have a parent, sibling or child who developed colorectal or a related cancer such 
as endometrial, stomach, pancreas, ovary, kidney or brain before they turned 50, you 
may want to talk to your doctor about getting genetic counseling.

*Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Q: I’ll be 50 next month and the thought of a colonoscopy 
makes me nervous. What should I expect? 
A: One of biggest misconceptions is that it’ll be painful or uncomfortable. You’ll barely 
know you’ve had one. You’ll be sedated, making the procedure painless. Other than 
some post-colonoscopy grogginess and a little bloating, you won’t feel a thing. The 
toughest part is the day before when you have to take laxatives to clear the colon. 
Colon cancer begins in polyps inside the colon, and it can take five to eight years 
to develop. If pre-cancerous polyps are found, the doctor can remove them during 
the procedure. Should a colonoscopy detect cancer that can’t be treated during 
the procedure, surgery is the next step. 

Q: If I need surgery what are my options? 
A: There are a few options: traditional open surgery, laparoscopic and robot-assisted. 
Find out if your doctor is – or can refer you to a surgeon who is – board certified and 
trained in colorectal robot-assisted surgery. You’ll get the best information and best 
range of options from a surgeon who has experience with open incision, laparoscopic, 
and robotic techniques. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each as they 

Did You Know? 
Colorectal cancer is the second-leading 
cancer killer in the U.S. Screening could 
prevent at least 60% of colorectal 
cancer deaths.*
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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out to bid next spring, he said.
The firehouse would feature three 

new bays that would be able to handle 
today’s larger trucks for the Chappaqua 
Fire Department, Mitchell said. The new 
wing would be built with entrances on 
two sides of the building. Vehicles would 
leave the station onto King Street, and 
the bigger trucks would return to the 
firehouse via Memorial Drive instead 
of backing in and blocking King Street 
traffic.

There also would be improved 
facilities for storage of gear and 
separating the equipment that needs to 
be decontaminated following a fire to 

guard against jeopardizing the health of 
the firefighters, Mitchell said.

Firefighters are diagnosed with cancer 
at twice the national average and male 
firefighters get testicular cancer at five 
times the national average, he said. Some 
of that is caused by improper handling 
and storage of equipment because of 
space constraints.

“The issues that come up again and 
again are protecting the firefighters’ 
health,” Mitchell said.

In addition, there would be more 
room between trucks, reducing the risk 
of accidents when volunteers rush out to 
a call.

Other features would include office 

and meeting space, a firefighter training 
area and space for the volunteers to 
socialize. The addition would enable fire 
officials to move the antique fire trucks 
and other equipment now being stored 
at the district’s Senter Street firehouse to 
the existing facility. That firehouse was 
built in 1924, and the property would 
likely be sold to help defray the cost of 
the project, Weddle said.

Weddle mentioned that the board 
of commissioners has been planning 
an addition for more than a decade. In 
2008, the district was prepared to buy the 
animal hospital property for $2,050,000, 
but that transaction failed to materialize. 
Last year the asking price had dropped to 

$1.75 million dipped again most recently.
However, other parties are interested 

in acquiring the animal hospital parcel, 
putting pressure on the district to make 
a decision, Weddle said. 

There are few alternatives for a new 
firehouse that is as strategically located 
as Bedford Road. Building a new 
firehouse at Chappaqua Crossing was 
considered, but the current site would be 
more effective responding to properties 
in Pleasantville that the district is under 
contract to cover as well as reaching all 
of its New Castle residents.

“Building someplace else is not an 
option,” Weddle said. “There aren’t any 
commercial properties for sale.”

Weddle and Mitchell agreed that this 
facility will serve the community for 
generations.

“We’re not planning a 30-year building, 
we’re not planning a 20-year building,” 
Weddle explained. “We’re planning a 
100-year building. We’re hoping this 
doesn’t have to be done again for 100 
years.”

There will be additional public 
outreach and informational meetings 
scheduled by the commissioners in the 
coming weeks and months.

Last fall a new 18,000-squre-foot 
firehouse was opened on Route 133 for 
the Millwood Fire Department.

Referendum Planned for New Castle Firehouse Expansion
continued from page 1
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agreement.
“This report has shown that Mr. 

Astorino and his top officials failed 
to create and fund a public education 
campaign and, instead, launched a 
misinformation campaign that detracts 
from, rather than furthers, the end goal 
of compliance,” Johnson stated as part of 
his conclusion.

In his correspondence, Johnson asks 
for the court and county to take steps 
“to remedy the damage” Astorino has 
done to the public’s understanding of the 

settlement. Those steps include hiring a 
communications consultant to submit 
a public education plan to Johnson for 
his approval. If the county neglects to 
file a satisfactory plan, Johnson could 
designate a consultant to execute the 
campaign.

Late last Friday Ned McCormack, 
Astorino’s director of communications 
and senior adviser, blasted Johnson’s 
report, calling it “harassment by an 
overreaching HUD-controlled federal 
monitor” upset that the county is 
meeting its benchmarks to comply with 

the settlement while preserving local 
zoning.

“The unfounded allegations by the 
monitor, who serves at the pleasure 
of HUD, are a continuation of an 
unsuccessful smear campaign,” 
McCormack said in a strongly worded 
statement. “Just because the Monitor 
says something, it doesn’t mean it is true. 
In addition, the monitor’s report places a 
chilling effect on the First Amendment 
rights of the County Executive and 
anyone who disagrees with the monitor’s 

continued from page 1

continued on page 6
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By Arthur Cusano
For Pleasantville residents who live 

near a proposed assisted living facility 
off Bedford Road, last week’s public 
session seemed like more than a little bit 
of déjà vu.

Bedford Road Partners and Sunrise 
Senior Living, a company that specializes 
in building and operating senior care 
facilities, are looking to build a three-
story structure containing between 75 
and 85 units on the four-acre parcel at 
70 Bedford Rd. owned by the United 
Methodist Church of Pleasantville.

The developers held an informational 
meeting at the church on March 14, 
where they touted the new project and 
its differences from a similar project that 
was voted down by the village board two 
years ago. 

Two potential designs would be built 
lower to the ground and have a larger 
vegetation buffer to screen the structure 
from neighboring properties. The new 
plan also contains a small community 
center that could be used by village 
residents.

Sy Gruza, an attorney for the 
developer, said the new project would in 
many ways be the same as the previous 
Benchmark project. The developer is 
also seeking the same zoning change 
from a religious use to a commercial 
floating zone, a point of contention 

among some board members and 
residents in the previous iteration. 

“There is really less than a handful 
of places that would qualify where you 
could apply the zoning code,” Gruza 
said. “And we’re going to make one 
further change to that proposal that 
says the property has to be vacant, so 
someone can’t come in and buy up 
existing homes or something and knock 
them down for a facility like this.”

In June 2014, a vote to rezone the 
church’s property for the 87-unit 
Benchmark project failed to meet a four-
vote supermajority. Mayor Peter Scherer 
and Trustee Steven Lord opposed 
the rezone. One of the trustees who 
voted in favor of the project, Jonathan 
Cunningham, has since been replaced 
on the board by Joseph Stargiotti. 

Some neighbors on hand last week for 
the presentation asked if the developer 
had the votes this time around to get it 
approved.

“This is a residential neighborhood, 
and this has been vigorously fought and 
we won before, so what makes you think 
this is going to pass?” asked Foxwoods 
Condominium board resident Marty 
DeGrazia. 

Foxwoods sits almost directly across 
the street from the proposed site.

Gruza said he understood the 
residents’ concerns and that some 

of them may not be swayed. But 
Gruza maintained that the developer 
would be moving ahead with a formal 
submission and ensuing review process 
and was willing to work with neighbors 
and the village board to minimize 
inconveniences and concerns.

Other residents who attended the event 
said they felt frustrated that a similar 
project appears to have resurfaced, and 
insisted that a commercial operation 
doesn’t belong in their neighborhood.

“It was the same discussion as last 
time,” said Bill Stoller, a neighboring 
resident and an outspoken opponent of 
the previous project. “Except we didn’t 
have the experience of going through 
the Benchmark (plan) where we voiced 
a lot of the same concerns.”

Those concerns include the likelihood 
of increased traffic, impact on property 
values and whether such a facility would 
even be profitable. 

Several assisted living facilities have 
sprouted in neighboring communities, 
including Briarcliff, Armonk and Mount 
Kisco. Neighbors contended that some 
are struggling due to changing medical 
and pension plans that are not offering 
the same level of coverage to retirees 
compared to previous generations. 
Many of the facilities are advertising 
vacancies, they pointed out.

Jerry Liang, vice president of 
investments and development for 
Sunrise Senior Living, told residents 
the average age of residents at their 
facilities is 85, and many come from 
within a three- to five-mile radius of the 
facilities, Liang said. The main day shift 
would include 30 to 40 employees, while 
other shifts would have less.

“Our project is probably one of the 
lowest impact uses for this piece of 
land,” Liang said.

Neighbors: Little Change in Latest P’ville Assisted Living Plan

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
Pleasantville residents who attended an 
informational meeting on March 14 about a 
proposed senior assisted living facility off  Bedford 
Road had a litany of  concerns for the developers.
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Monitor Blasts Westchester for ‘Misinformation’ 
on Housing Settlement

focusing on faith, family and the important 
work of the DJ Henry Dream Fund, which 
has provided opportunities for thousands 
of young people and will continue to do 
so.”

The family will contribute all of 
the money to the charity, a nonprofit 
organization established by Henry’s 
parents, Dan and Angella Henry, following 
their son’s death, according to reports. The 
organization contributes money toward 
wellness, artistic and athletic programs for 
children.

Related litigation continues against the 
Town of Mount Pleasant and three of its 
officers who the family alleges failed to 
adequately respond to the gunshot wounds 
inflicted by Hess, according to Sussman. 

Calls to Mount Pleasant Police Chief 
Paul Oliva were not returned.

News of the settlement with Pleasantville 
was made public by Mayor Peter Scherer at 
the March 14 village board meeting.

“This settlement resolved the case 
against Pleasantville and all its village 
defendants,” Scherer said. “We appreciate 
the efforts of everyone involved to bring 
closure to this tragic story.”

Scherer said due to the related ongoing 
litigation, no further comment will be 
made by village officials in the immediate 

future. He said that the village’s insurance 
providers will cover the settlement at no 
additional cost to taxpayers.

Sussman said litigation on behalf of 
the passengers in D.J. Henry’s car, former 
Pace University students who claim police 
violated their rights, continues in federal 
district court in White Plains.

Henry was shot three times by 
Pleasantville Police Officer Aaron Hess in 
the early morning hours of Oct. 17, 2010, 
outside Finnegan’s Grill in the Thornwood 
Town Center. Henry was told by police 
to move his car out of the fire lane while 
they were responding to reports of a 
disturbance. Hess was struck by Henry’s 
car as it was attempting to leave the scene, 
ending up on the vehicle’s hood. He then 
fired four shots, three of them hitting 
Henry.

The autopsy report released about two 
months after the incident showed that 
Henry was intoxicated at the time he was 
shot.

Hess cited self defense for his actions. 
He was cleared in February 2011 by a 
Westchester County grand jury of any 
criminal wrongdoing. The U.S. attorney’s 
office declined to bring charges against the 
town or the officer last year. 

Settlement Reached With P’ville in 
Pace Student Shooting Lawsuit
continued from page 1
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opinions.”
McCormack pointed to a ruling last 

year by the U.S Court of Appeals, Second 
Circuit, concluding that the county did 
not engage in discriminatory housing 
practices.

As of Dec. 31, 649 affordable units had 
financing in place, above the required 
600 units by that date, he said. Of those, 
588 units had building permits in place, 
ahead of the pace of 525.

At the end of 2015, the county had 
received 6,178 applications, with 
nearly identical percentages of white 
(36 percent) and black (35 percent) 
applicants. Another 27 percent identified 
themselves as Hispanic.

There have been 8,295 households that 
have registered at www.westchestergov.
com/homeseeker for information on 
affordable housing opportunities, 
including registrants from 31 states, New 
York City, other New York counties and 
from throughout Westchester.

“The fact that the housing is being 

built negates any claim that local zoning 
in these communities (is) exclusionary 
or discriminatory,” McCormack stated. 
“The county is extremely proud of its 
accomplishments, which speak to the 
cooperation of our communities. Given 
the complexities of building housing 
in general, the progress Westchester 
has made is incredible by any objective 
standard.”

Board of Legislators Chairman 
Michael Kaplowitz (D-Somers) said it 
is counterproductive for the county and 
the monitor to engage in a “he-said, he-
said” battle rather than focusing on the 
outstanding issues at hand.

“I don’t think it has a positive influence 
to be engaging in this discussion,” 
Kaplowitz said. “Let’s finish building the 
units, submit an Analysis of Impediments 
and get out from under this settlement.”

Legislator Margaret Cunzio (C-Mount 
Pleasant) said she hopes to have positive 
discussion to resolve the remaining 
issues.

continued from page 4
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By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Town Board is 

considering hiking parking permit fees 
for 2016-17 for its municipal lots at the 
Chappaqua train station to raise money to 
repave and restripe the area.

Town officials are contemplating an 
increase for the resident’s permit from 
$450 to $500 a year while making a more 
significant jump for the non-resident’s pass, 
from $900 to $1,300 annually.

“We’re considering it not for the sake 
of raising it,” said Town Administrator Jill 
Shapiro. “We’re seeking to raise a certain 
amount of money for a specific purpose.”

The town plans to repave and restripe the 
parking lot as well as improve the sidewalks 
in and around the lot this summer, Shapiro 
said. The projected cost for the work is 

about $600,000, she said.
Officials have calculated that by issuing 

1,529 residents’ permits, an additional 
$76,450 could be raised each year from the 
$50 increase. 

Originally, the town proposed an increase 
to $1,500 for the non-resident permits while 
cutting back the number of those permits to 
50 from the current town cap of 70. That 
would raise an additional $30,000 toward 
the parking lot work. 

There is currently a waiting list of five 
names for the non-resident permits, said 
Town Clerk Mary Deems.

However, last week the majority of the 
board concluded that the hike for the non-
resident’s permit might be too steep, even if 
it would be considered a luxury for a limited 
number of permit holders. Councilman 

Jeremy Saland said he would oppose such 
a hefty increase because most of the non-
residents are likely from neighboring 
communities.

“Just because you can doesn’t mean you 
should,” he said.

The town also plans on doubling the price 
of the meter permit from $20 to $40 a year, 
raising another $22,240 annually.

As originally estimated, the higher permit 
fees would result in $128,000 in additional 
revenue, thereby paying off the cost of the 
anticipated work within five years.

Shapiro said by arranging to pay for the 
repaving over time it would not affect the 
tax levy calculations and the public might 
be more understanding of the fee increases. 

“I think it would be easier for us to sell 
it and it would easier for residents and 

commuters to accept it when they know 
(why it’s being done),” she said.

The town has roughly 1,300 spaces in its 
train station parking lots.

Board members may vote on the new 
rates at their next meeting on March 29.

The Westchester Bank has been selected by 
the Business Council of  Westchester for 2016 
Business Hall of  Fame honors. John Tolomer, 
above, president and CEO of The Westchester 
Bank, will accept the award on behalf  of  the 
entire organization at the Hall of  Fame Awards 
Dinner on Apr. 19 at Glen Island Harbour Club.

New Castle Mulls Train Station Parking Permit Fee Increases 

New Castle Comprehensive Plan Adoption Eyed for June
By Martin Wilbur

New Castle is on target to complete its 
first Comprehensive Plan update in 27 years 
within the next three months, the town 
board was told last week.

Director of Planning Sabrina Charney 
Hull informed officials that the town’s 
consultant, the Pace Law Use Law 
Center, and its legal counsel expect the 
environmental review process to be 
completed on the plan’s draft within the 
month. That would allow the board to set 
a public hearing and schedule a vote for 

adoption by the start of summer, Hull said.
“What I’m very much interested in is 

getting you a final document that’s on the 
web and available to the public that’s really 
interactive and creative and something you 
can consider for adoption in June,” she said.

Hull said that by adopting the plan the 
town could then launch the implementation 
phase, which would start the analysis and 
ultimately the zoning changes.

Meetings have been held with the 
Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 

and town staff. Over the next few weeks it 
is expected that meetings with the planning 
board and municipal boards will be 
wrapped up resulting in a draft plan, Hull 
said. 

At public workshop meetings last 
fall, officials said the main thrust of the 
updated plan would center on revitalizing 
New Castle’s commercial hamlets, 
focusing mainly on improving downtown 
Chappaqua and Millwood. Residential 
zones will remain largely unchanged.

Hall of an Honor



March 22 - March 28, 2016 The Examiner8

Members of the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators toured Playland 
Amusement Park last week as part of 
their review of the amended private 
management agreement with Standard 
Amusements. 

The tour focused specifically on 
11 capital projects that Standard 

Amusements has asked the county to 
undertake as the owner of the 88-year-
old park. As proposed, the capital 
projects are estimated to cost $58 
million and would be funded through 
low-interest bonds. 

County legislators were joined on the 
tour by members of the Westchester 

County Department of Parks and 
Recreation and Standard Amusements 
representatives. 

Legislators paid special attention to 
some of the big-ticket projects such as 
$20 million for the rehabilitation of the 
historic colonnades and towers, which 
have steel beams in place to provide 
temporary support because they are 
leaning. The art-deco colonnades have 
been designated as historical landmarks. 

Special consideration was also given 
for the estimated $10 million parking 
lot redesign and improvements, $10 
million for structural restoration and 
$4 million to remove the pool and 
rehab the fountain at Playland’s main 
entrance. 

The goal of the review process is to 
shrink the price of capital projects 
significantly from $58 million. The 
management agreement calls for 
Standard Amusements to make a capital 
investment of $30 million as well. 

“I found myself growing increasingly 
concerned by the deteriorating condition 
of portions of the park, caused by years 
of neglect and by the lack of specificity 
for the proposed capital projects,” 
said Legislator MaryJane Shimsky 
(D-Ardsley), chair of the Board of 
Legislators’ Infrastructure Committee. 
“We need to take a thorough look at 
the details to ensure that the deal with 
Standard Amusements, which has 
changed materially by the near tripling 
of the county’s capital projects budget, 
will benefit taxpayers.”

“[The] site tour at Playland 
demonstrated something that we all 
know. There are some serious problems, 

both structural and aesthetic, that 
need to be addressed at Playland,” said 
Legislator David Gelfarb (R-Rye Brook), 
chair of the Labor, Parks, Planning and 
Housing Committee. “I accept that the 
county will need to invest millions of 
dollars into capital projects at Playland. 
We need to continue our review and 
questioning is in order to determine the 
right amount for taxpayers to invest in 
the park and to ensure that we have the 
best possible deal for management of 
the park.”

Gelfarb said he is hopeful that with 
the Board of Legislators working with 
County Executive Rob Astorino and 
Standard Amusements executives, 
the county will be able to reach an 
agreement regarding investments and 
on management that will be fair to all 
parties.

The Budget and Appropriations 
Committee, Labor, Parks, Planning and 
Housing Committee and Infrastructure 
Committee have been meeting jointly 
to review the amended agreement.

Playland Subject of $58 Million Capital Projects Proposal 

Funding for a series of  major capital projects for 
Playland Amusement Park in Rye is being reviewed 
by the Board of  Legislators and Standard 
Amusements, the operator of  the 88-year-old 
attraction.

By Arthur Cusano
Work on the Pleasantville School 

District’s 2016-17 budget is nearly 
complete, but yet-to-be disclosed state 
aid figures from Albany is preventing the 
district from determining the final tax 
implication for property owners.

Assistant Superintendent for Business 
David Quattrocchi presented the newest 
figures to the Board of Education at its 
March 15 meeting. The proposed $49.1 
million budget carries a 0.36 percent 
budget-to-budget spending increase 
from the current year and an overall 
tax levy of $35.6 million, a 1.64 percent 
increase. Tuition revenue was expected 
to increase from $4.5 million to $4.7 
million, Quattrocchi said.

The budget leaves a $235,153 balance to 
be filled through state aid or a reduction 
in expenditures such as personnel. 

The district is owed $240,000 in Gap 
Elimination Adjustment (GEA) funding, 
money taken from previous years when 
education funds were used by lawmakers 
to reduce a state deficit that has since 

become a surplus. It is not known at this 
point how much GEA money, if any, 
Pleasantville may recoup this year.

Superintendent of Schools Mary 
Fox-Alter said she has written letters 
imploring state legislators to fully restore 
what was owed to school districts for 
2016-17 and urged taxpayers to do the 
same.

“That gap means we’re in the red and 
we need that money,” Fox-Alter said. 
“And if we don’t get it, that means we’ll 
have to make cuts.” 

Several items on the district’s wish list 
for next year include a part-time STEM 
coach and additional special education 
staffing.

The state budget is scheduled to be 
adopted by the legislature by Apr. 1. 
Trustees have cancelled a March 29 
meeting in hopes of having final numbers 
at its disposal for the first meeting in 
April.

Salary and benefit expenditures 
are expected to rise slightly from 
$36.2 million to $36.8 million, while 

administration costs will increase from 
$3.4 million to $3.7 million. Funding for 
athletics, BOCES, central services and 
transfers will drop from $9.2 million to 
$8.4 million. 

The proposed budget currently does 
not carry any net staffing changes, said 
Board of Education President Shane 
McGaffey.

McGaffey said there were two 
resignations submitted for the end of the 
year, an elementary school teacher and a 
school psychologist. He said there were 
no net personnel changes due to several 
teachers returning from maternity leave 
that will fill the slots vacated by the 
upcoming retirees and the previously 
announced faculty members going out 
on maternity leave.

The proposed spending plan currently 
calls for the district to use $250,000 from 
fund balance to eliminate the deficit, 
while another $500,000 of fund balance 
will be set aside to pay $543,000 in 
outstanding tax certiorari settlements 
associated with the property at 270 

Marble Ave., now owned by Zwilling J.A. 
Henckels, for 2010, 2011 and 2012. 

That property was originally intended 
to be a Stop & Shop supermarket, but 
that plan was eventually scuttled due to 
opposition from neighbors. The German 
cutlery company moved its North 
American headquarters into the building 
from nearby Hawthorne last fall. 

The final budget will presented Apr. 5 
and is scheduled for adoption on Apr. 19. 
A public hearing will be held on May 3, 
ahead of the May 17 budget vote.

Also on May 17 will be an election 
for one seat on the board of education. 
That seat is currently held by McGaffey, 
who has already indicated he is running 
for a third term. Candidates seeking 
to run for the three-year term must 
obtain a petition at the district office at 
Pleasantville High School located at 60 
Romer Ave. To be eligible to run, the 
petition must be returned with at least 25 
valid signatures from district residents 
by 5 p.m. on Apr. 18.  

P’ville Schools’ $49.1M Budget Taking Shape; Hinges on State Aid

New Castle Historical Society 
Presents a Tour in Postcards

Join the New Castle Historical 
Society in the Horace Greeley 
House parlor for an evening of local 
history presented through historic 
postcards on Thursday, March 24 at 
7:30 p.m. 

The program, presented by Patrick 
Raftery of the Westchester County 
Historical Society, discusses the 
history of the county from the late 
17th century to the present using 
historic postcards. Among the 
topics covered are historic houses 
and churches, the Revolutionary 
War and the Civil War, the Croton 
and Kensico dams, monuments, 
transportation, education and 
recreation.

Many have only seen photos of the 
past in black and white, and thus we 
imagine our ancestors’ past in hues 
of gray. Obviously we know better, 
but it’s hard to visualize the vibrant 
colors of the past. 

Fortunately, photographers and 

postcard producers would colorize 
their photos and cards, so that 
those vivid hues and tints were 
widely available to those who could 
not experience it firsthand. We can 
enjoy these photos and postcards 
and imagine what our ancestors 
might have experienced: the scents 
they sniffed, what colors they saw 
and what textures they might have 
touched. Looking at these items we 
can take a glimpse into the past.

Registration is recommended, 
but all are welcome to attend. You 
may register by calling Cassie Ward 
at 914-238-4666 or by e-mailing 
director@newcastlehs.org. The 
recommended donation is $10, 
which includes the program, self-
guided tour and wine and cheese.

The Horace Greeley House is 
located at 100 King St. in Chappaqua. 
For more information on this 
program and upcoming events, visit 
www.newcastlehs.org/events.
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant Superintendent of 

Schools Dr. Susan Guiney announced 
last Wednesday that 10 teachers have 
accepted a retirement incentive package, 
which will save the district an estimated 
$440,000 next year.

Guiney’s announcement came during 
her presentation of the instructional 
portion of her proposed $58.9 million 
2016-17 budget at the March 16 board 
of education meeting. The instructional 
categories comprise just over 75 percent 
of the spending. 

Guiney did not release the names of 
the teachers who have chosen to take 
the retirement package, but they will 
be honored by the school board next 
month, she said.

The agreement includes a cash payout 
based upon the number of retirees, up to 
a maximum of 10.

“The district worked cooperatively 
with the teachers association to craft a 
package that would be acceptable to the 
unit and encourage retirements to claim 
savings in (next year’s) school budget 
and beyond,” Guiney said. 

The proposed spending plan includes 
two fewer primary level teachers because 
of the retirement of one teacher and 
another who will be out on leave, Guiney 
said. Those positions are not slated to be 
filled next year. 

She has proposed adding a .2 middle 
school art teacher position and a .3 health 
teacher at the middle school. No faculty 
staffing changes are being proposed for 
the high school.

Otherwise, the instructional portion 
of the budget is little changed from 
the current school year. Guiney has 
proposed maintaining class size of 20 
to 22 students in grades K-2. Grades 
3-5 would have class sizes of 23 to 26 
students while the middle school and 
high school grades would see 26- to 
28-student classes. 

The proposed budget calls for a 
$195,606 spending decrease from the 
current year. The proposed tax rate 
increase is 4.7 percent. 

The owners of the average home in 
the district, which is assessed at $8,300, 
would have their school taxes rise $455 
next year. The tax levy would increase by 
3.4 percent, which adheres to the tax cap.

Guiney said she is planning changes 
next year for the district’s special 
education supervisory positions. The 
current K-12 supervisor of special 
education will be redefined as a 
supervisor of secondary level special 
education. A similar position will be 
created for the elementary school grades. 

The two supervisors will be overseen 
by a new person who would take over for 
Susan Lockhart, who this year is serving 

as interim director of pupil personnel 
and student services. They would also 
assist the new director of pupil personnel 
and student services, who has other 
administrative responsibilities, Guiney 
said. 

The superintendent has also requested 
reducing two special education sections 

based on a teacher retirement and a 
projected decrease in the district’s special 
education students next year. 

Dr. Saul Salinas was the only resident 
to criticize the proposed budget at last 
week’s meeting. Senior citizens who live 
on fixed incomes cannot afford higher 
school property taxes, he said. 

“Think about the seniors when you 
make the budget,” he said.  

The board is scheduled to adopt the 
budget on Apr. 19 followed by a public 
hearing on May 4. The public will vote 
on the 2016-17 budget on May 17. 

Ten Mount Pleasant Teachers to Accept Retirement Incentive

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Pleasant Superintendent of  Schools Dr. 
Susan Guiney discussed her proposed 2016-
17 budget at the March 16 board of  education 
meeting.
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Pleasantville Police Department
March 12: An unknown person took 

$17.12 in gas from a Sunoco gas station 
located on Bedford Road and drove off 
without paying. A report was filed.

March 16: A 37-year-old Yonkers 
woman was arrested at 1:51 a.m. following 
a traffic stop and charged with unlawful 
possession of marijuana, a violation. 

March 17: A 17-year-old Thornwood 
male was arrested at 11:36 p.m. following 
a traffic stop on Bedford Road and charged 
with unlawful possession of marijuana, a 
violation. 

March 18: A 21-year-old Pomona man 
was arrested on a warrant at 1:31 a.m. 
following a traffic stop on Bedford Road 

for failure to appear in village court on an 
aggravated unlicensed operation charge, 
an unclassified misdemeanor. He was 
also charged with bail jumping, a class A 
misdemeanor. The driver of the vehicle, 
another 21-year-old Pomona man, was 
charged with driving while intoxicated, a 
misdemeanor.

North Castle Police Department
March 11: Security at Swiss Re on 

Route 120 reported at 6:30 p.m. that there 
is an elderly man at the gate who seems 
to be lost and disoriented. The responding 
officer stated that the party exhibited 
an altered mental status. The man was 
transported to Northern Westchester 

Hospital and his vehicle was taken to the 
rear of headquarters.

March 12: A worker at Cranberry Lake 
Preserve called at 10:16 a.m. to report 
three youths wearing black shirts and gray 
pants spray painting graffiti somewhere in 
the rock quarry. The call was successfully 
transferred to Westchester County police, 
which handled the matter.

March 12: A party reported at 
headquarters at 2:14 p.m. to drop off a 
black leather handbag he found on Main 
Street.

March 13: Report of a person in need 
of medical attention at La Quinta Inn 
on Business Park Drive at 1:57 p.m. The 
guest had a noon checkout time and 

stated this morning that she would be 
leaving in a few minutes but has since 
stopped answering calls and is believed 
to still be in the room. The responding 
officer confirmed the party is in need of 
medical attention. ALS was dispatched 
and transported the person to Northern 
Westchester Hospital.

March 13: An Intervale Avenue 
resident reported at 3:47 p.m. that there 
is a tent and other possessions in the 
town’s Fountain Park. The responding 
officer confirmed the presence of a tent 
and a mattress, believing someone may 
have been camping there. The site is 
currently unoccupied and the tent was 
disassembled. 

Elvira Selvaggi
Elvira A. Selvaggi of Hawthorne died 

on March 18. 
She was 85.
Selvaggi was born on Oct. 3, 1930, 

to the late Salvatore and Rose Ritacco 
in the Bronx. She is survived by her 
devoted husband, Agostino (Augie) 
Selvaggi; her loving children, Salvatore 
(Joan) Selvaggi, George Selvaggi and 
Rose Selvaggi, all of Hawthorne; one 

sister, Binni (James) Marrone of Del 
Ray Beach, Fla.; and her two cherished 
grandchildren, Steven and Dillon 
Selvaggi. She was predeceased by her 
sister, Theresa Cirillo. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on March 21. A funeral Mass 
was held at Holy Rosary Church in 
Hawthorne today (Tuesday) at 10 a.m. 
followed by entombment at Ferncliff 
Mausoleum in Hartsdale.

Obituaries

Police Blotter
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Caroline Perucci
Caroline Perucci of White Plains died 

on March 16. 
She was 93.
Perucci was born on Sept. 17, 1922, 

to the late Frank and Anna (nee Yozzo) 
Cristello in White Plains. She was a 
retired cafeteria worker for the White 
Plains schools. 

Perucci was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Ralph Perucci, in 1979, 
by her brother, Bruno Cristella, and two 

sisters, Filomena and Grace Cristella. She 
is survived by her loving children, Frank 
(Catherine) Perucci of Thornwood and 
Ralph Perucci of Redondo Beach, Calif.; 
her three cherished grandchildren, 
Corinne Pribanich and Tara and Ryan 
Perucci; and two great-grandchildren, 
Kylie and Luke. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on March 17, where funeral 
services took place that evening. 
Interment was at Mount Calvary 
Cemetery in Greenburgh on March 18. 
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By Martin Wilbur
Northern Westchester Hospital 

(NWH) unveiled six new state-of-the-art 
operating rooms and a 14-bed recovery 
unit last Friday that emphasizes space 
and convenience for medical staff and 
patients’ families.

The new surgical suite and post-
operative care area was carved out of 
shell space that was created following the 
hospital’s recent Emergency Department 
expansion. It is scheduled to open for use 
on Apr. 4.

The new operating rooms are 655 
square feet each, about 50 percent larger 
than the hospital’s 11 operating rooms 
currently in use, said Gretchen Mullin, 
NWH’s director of marketing and public 
affairs. That will allow the medical staff 
to have ample space for today’s latest 
technology and equipment, Mullin said. 

Two of the new rooms will permanently 
contain the da Vinci robot, a surgical 
system that allows surgeons to complete 
minimally invasive surgery with greater 
precision.

Four of the existing operating 
rooms will be decommissioned while 
another two will be used only for minor 
procedures, Mullin said. The hospital will 
renovate and expand the other five rooms 
to maintain 11 full-service operating 
rooms.

“Not only are we prepared for today, 
but we’re prepared for everything in the 
future,” Mullin said. 

Hospital President and CEO Joel 
Seligman said the additional space 
is crucial in permitting NWH to 
accommodate the latest technology and 
the community’s medical demands. Last 
year, there were more than 9,000 surgeries 
performed at NWH by 754 surgeons, 
including 570 done by the da Vinci robot, 
Seligman noted.

He said the recovery unit, which will 
also be used for patients before surgery, 
is an equally important component to 
improve how the hospital serves the 

public. While the surgical suite allows 
doctors and the medical team to work 
more efficiently, the recovery unit will 
upgrade patients’ needs. There will now 
be sufficient space for visitors to remain 
and not impede staff before and after 
operations.

“You’ll see that’s been designed for the 
family,” Seligman said. “We want patients 
and their families to be together before 
surgery and after surgery as much as they 
want to be.”

Aside from the added comfort and 
efficiency and having space for cutting-
edge technology, the surgical suite will 
help doctors in other ways, said Dr. Victor 
Khabie, NWH’s chief of surgery. 

With hallways just outside the operating 
rooms containing large windows, staff 
will be able to benefit from seeing more 
daylight, an unusual feature for most 

hospitals, Khabie said. 
Also, each surgical space is large 

enough where there is plenty of room 
for computers and there will be no more 
wires on the floor for staff to potentially 
trip over, he said.

“We can focus on taking care of 
patients and doing what we’re trained to 
do,” Khabie said.

At last Friday’s ceremony, a separate 
ribbon cutting was held to honor the 
donors who contributed to the project. 
Each donor is recognized with their name 

on a sign outside an operating room. 
The donors are Dr. David Miller; Dawn 
Tinger, wife of Dr. Al Tinger; the children 
of Geraldine and Joseph La Motta; Seema 
Boesky; Dr. Peggy Collins; and Nancy 
Karch, chair of the hospital’s board of 
trustees.

The imminent opening of the new 
surgical suite and recovery unit is the 
latest enhancement to NWH. In addition 
to the new Emergency Department, 
renovations of five of the operating rooms 
now in use and several current recovery 
bays will be next, Karch said. There will 
also be upgrades to the single rooms in 
the hospital’s main tower to increase the 
amount of space for medical professionals, 
patients and their families.

Karch said that the expectation of the 
community is to have a top-notch medical 
facility in northern Westchester.

“The recent administrations and 
boards want to live up to that expectation, 
to work and to do things that are going to 
be wonderful for our community,” Karch 
said.

Bruce Yablon, a member of the board 
of trustees, said the entire community has 
been responsible for NWH’s continued 
growth in stature in the metropolitan area 
and in the medical field. Furthermore, 
he said improvements to the facility have 
been completed on time and on budget, 
a big reason why the public has been 
supportive.

“We’ve given a place for the doctors 
to move here and what they do for the 
community is unreal,” Yablon said.

In another celebration in January, 
Northern Westchester Hospital kicked off 
its 100th year.

NWH to Open New Cutting-Edge Surgical Suite, Recovery Area

Pleasantville Police Investigate 
Luring Incident

By Arthur Cusano
The Pleasantville Police Department 

is looking into a possible luring incident 
involving a middle school student last 
week and is asking parents to be on alert.

Police said a white male motorist 
driving a late model black Cadillac GTS 
sedan pulled up to a 14-year-old female 
Pleasantville Middle School student 
walking home from school on Bedford 
Road on March 14 and asked her for 
directions to the nearest gas station.

The man also asked the girl if she 
wanted to make some money, police 
said. The student then ran away from 
the motorist and told an adult, who then 
contacted police.

The Pleasantville School District 
notified parents of the incident via an 
e-mail blast and posted a notification on 
its Facebook page. 

Village police also issued the following 
tips for parents to help reinforce what is 
commonly referred to in law enforcement 

as “stranger danger” with their children:
--Never interact with people the 

children don’t know.
--Be aware of their surroundings and 

be on the lookout for unusual people, 
vehicles or activity in the area.

--Make noise and run away if 
approached.

--Develop and trust their instincts.
Pleasantville Board of Education 

President Shane McGaffey said he was 
relieved that the girl got away but said 
parents should use the opportunity to 
educate their children that these types of 
incidents do occur.

“It’s Pleasantville, but bad things can 
happen anywhere,” McGaffey said.

Pleasantville detectives are trying to 
determine the man’s identity and how 
often the individual in question has been 
in the village. 

Anyone with more information on the 
driver or this incident is asked to contact 
Detective Shawn Lyons at 914-769-1500.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS
One of  the six new 665-square-foot operating rooms and a larger recovery bay, inset, at Northern 
Westchester Hospital that will open on Apr. 4.

Collecting the Dough

Team members from ShopRite Supermarkets, Inc. present a check for $150,000 to representatives 
of  Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital. ShopRite stores throughout the Hudson Valley collected 
donations at checkout and hosted in-store activities and events during November to raise the funds. 
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Letters to the Editor

In 2010, New York State implemented 
what is now known as the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment (GEA), siphoning money 
from local school districts to “temporarily” 
solve the state budget crisis at the time. 

Six years later, the state has continued 
to employ this tactic that shortchanges 
both the students and taxpayers of our 
communities and further undermines 
local control, particularly in the face 
of continued unfunded mandates and 
financial constraints. I applaud state Sen. 
Terrence Murphy’s efforts to end GEA 
this year. 

To date, the Valhalla School District has 
lost more than $3 million as a result of 
GEA, critically affecting district resources 
that have a direct impact in the classroom. 
Our district is slated to lose over $260,000 
more in funding under Gov. Cuomo’s 
current proposal unless members of the 
state legislature take a stand and act. 

GEA impacts nearly every resident 
because it usurps taxpayer dollars that are 
owed to each school district. Furthermore, 
there’s no longer a budget “gap” to 
“eliminate” as the state is projecting a $2.2 
billion surplus.

I strongly encourage members of the 
state legislature to adopt a budget that 
finally ends GEA this year without adding 
more burdensome mandates. Politics 
shouldn’t stand in the way of common 
sense.

Anthony C. Amiano
Valhalla

Anthony C. Amiano serves on the 
Valhalla School District Board of 

Education.

The latest report from federal monitor 
James Johnson criticizing Westchester 
County, and specifically County Executive 
Rob Astorino, for spreading untruths 
about the affordable housing settlement 
was disconcerting on several levels.

While there are certainly points that 
are on target, the timing of Johnson’s 
scathing comments against the county 
seemed odd and much too late. With just 
over nine months before the deadline to 
complete the 750 new affordable units 
and Westchester excruciatingly grinding 
its way to the finish line, what purpose 
does it serve now after Astorino has been 
making similar claims for years about the 
feds looking to change the parameters of 
the 2009 settlement agreement?

Johnson, as the monitor throughout 
this highly charged issue, has generally 
displayed cool professionalism and a 
needed dispassionate tone, but his 69-
page report last Friday went off the rails. 
It can only serve to unnecessarily fray 
tensions when the issue of affordable 
housing will remain in the forefront even 
after the terms of the settlement have 
been met. 

Reading Johnson’s report seemed more 
like an old-fashioned playground fight 
that nobody will win. To be accurate, 
both Astorino, and to a lesser extent 
the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) and in this case 
Johnson, have shamefully politicized a 
serious policy issue.

While they and others play their game 
of one-upmanship, there is an alarming 
shortage of affordable places to live in 
Westchester, particularly if you don’t earn 
well above the county’s median income 
thresholds – and it’s not only due to high 
property taxes. 

Westchester is losing young adults – 
tomorrow’s homebuyers, consumers and 
parents – at a frightening rate. If they 
aren’t being choked with college debt, 
then others may have trouble finding an 
affordable place to live if they don’t want 
to return home to Mom and Dad after 
school. 

In a forum last spring in New Castle 
on affordable housing issues, Alexander 
Roberts, executive director of Community 
Housing Innovations in Tarrytown, said 
Westchester has lost a quarter of its 25-to-
34 population in the past 15 years. That 
trend doesn’t appear to be reversing itself.

To highlight the extreme need, the 
county executive’s own statistics reveal 
more than 6,100 applications have been 
received for the new units, and almost 
evenly split between whites, blacks and 
Hispanics.

The damage done with the unnecessary 
rhetoric, whether it’s claims about how 

the federal government is trying to 
dismantle local zoning or that HUD 
is looking to force-feed some 10,000 
more units is nonsense. But Johnson’s 
threat to ask the courts to make the 
county market and publicize affordable 
housing more enthusiastically by hiring 
a public relations specialist that meets his 
standards is equally laughable.

Unfortunately, the emotions have 
been ramped so high for some time on 
this issue that it’s fair to ask will there be 
fallout after the settlement terms have 
been satisfied? How much motivation will 
there be, except for those municipalities 
that have approved the model ordinance, 
for officials and developers to continue to 
build affordable units?

The immediate task at hand is for the 
county to complete the settlement terms 
without any more childish fights. That 
means submit a satisfactory Analysis of 
Impediments without antagonizing and 
make sure the remaining funding and 
building permits have been obtained to 
get to the magic number of 750.

In the long run, nothing else matters. 
But with the damage done these past 
six-and-a-half years, the heavy lifting of 
building more units may only be starting 
at the end of 2016, not ending.

Editorial
Everyone Loses When Affordable Housing Battle Hits New Low

It’s Time for the State to End the Gap Elimination Adjustment
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

I read with interest the March 15 
issue of The Examiner regarding the 
state comptroller’s office audit of the 
Pleasantville Union Free School District 
(“P’ville Schools Discount State Audit, 
Defend Fiscal Planning.”). The article 
quotes the report: “With the inclusion 
of unused fund balance and excessive 
reserves, the district’s fund balance 
exceeds the 4 percent statutory limit. 
As a result, district officials have missed 
the opportunity to accumulate less fund 
balance, reduce the tax levy and increase 
the transparency of the budgeting 

process.”
The superintendent of schools tried to 

justify this noncompliance with state law 
by lauding the district’s “very conservative 
economic policy” due to unfunded and 
underfunded mandates, near zero tax 
cap, preparing for a “perfect storm”(?), 
and the state’s failure to fully restore state 
aid. In addition, the Board of Education 
president was quoted as stating, “I find 
it perplexing for them to say we’ve done 
everything absolutely legal and then turn 
around and say, but we’d like you to do it 
this way. And that’s exactly what they’re 

doing.”
How can creating fund balances over 

each of the past five years that have 
consistently exceeded the “4 percent 
statutory limit” be “absolutely legal”? 
I find these public comments by our 
superintendent and school board 
president to the audit’s reasonable 
recommendations, which were rooted in 
statutory law, increased transparency and 
reduction of the tax rate, both disturbing 
and revealing.

Howard Zane
Pleasantville

Defense of Fiscal Practices By P’ville School Officials is Disturbing
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PLEASANTVILLE

John Schulz 

Healing Home Foods

I’m proud that, with Healing Home Foods, what you see is what you get. Simple ingredients that are 

gluten & dairy-free and vegan. When my son was diagnosed with autism, my wife Shelley wanted 

to help improve his health with nutritious food. She started making crackers and granola from 

raw, nutrient-rich ingredients. Now, our family wants to reach as many people as we can, so 

my son and I sell at the Pleasantville Farmers Market. 

Customers here have their choice of lots of great 

foods, and I’m glad they choose ours. Some just 

love how it tastes, and that’s fine with me. 

If we can help people eat healthier, 

we know we’re doing our job.

I’m the granola guy.

By Neal Rentz
The devastating earthquake in Haiti 

killed thousands in 2010 and led to 
an outpouring of support from people 
around the world.

Though the country’s struggles may 
not dominate the news as it did six years 
ago, its needs haven’t gone away.

The Mount Kisco-based Hands Up 
for Haiti has dedicated itself to helping 
the nation and its work were recently 
recognized. The organization was 
presented with the Henry Schein Cares 
Medal for its humanitarian efforts, 
a $15,000 donation and $10,000 in 
medical supplies. The Henry Schein 
Cares Foundation, Inc., created eight 
years ago and headquartered in Melville, 
L.I., promotes and supports healthcare 
workers around the world, in part by 
providing products and services.

The foundation recognized Hands Up 
for Haiti for its commitment to making 
a sustainable and positive impact on 
the health of the Haitian people by 
helping the nation’s medical community 
through training and delivering direct 
care and educational programming.

Since its creation, Hands Up for Haiti 
has sent 51 medical teams to the country 
with another six missions scheduled 
through this June. The missions 
support and educate Haitian healthcare 

workers while treating an average of 600 
patients, most of them children, during 
each one-week mission.

“We bring medical teams which run 
clinics and outreach medical clinics and 
lead medical education for staff and for 
the communities in which we work,” 
said Dr. Jill Ratner, the organization’s 
founder and past president and a Mount 
Kisco Medical Group pediatrician. “We 
partner with other organizations and 
hospitals on the ground to maximize 
our results. We run malnutrition 
programs for children and support 
prenatal programs. We fund several 
clinics in Haiti that are staffed by 
Haitian professionals.”  

Ratner said she was thrilled for the 
organization to receive the award. 

“When I first went to Haiti after the 
earthquake in 2010 with a group of 
doctors, nurses and other volunteers, 
mostly from the Mount Kisco area 
and surrounding communities, I could 
not have imagined how much our 
organization would grow and how much 
we could accomplish,” Ratner said. “I 
feel very proud of the hard work done 
by everyone involved.” 

Hands Up for Haiti President Dr. 
Mary Ann LoFrumento, a pediatrician 
who practices in New Jersey, said the 
organization has come a long way in its 
five years.  

“This recognition from a foundation 
known internationally is very 

meaningful to us and the financial 
support is vital to everything that we 
do,” LoFrumento said.

Mount Kisco resident Karen Schecter, 
director of programs and operations 
for the organization, said she has been 
impressed by the accomplishments of 
Hands Up for Haiti. She said the focus 
is on teaching and collaboration with 
their Haitian counterparts.

“Our ultimate goal is to put ourselves 
out of business,” Schecter said.

For more information about Hands 
Up for Haiti, visit www.handsupforhaiti.
org.

Mount Kisco Organization Honored for Assistance to Haiti

HENRY SCHEIN CARES FOUNDATION PHOTO
The Mount Kisco-based Hands Up for Haiti was 
recently presented with the initial Henry Schein 
Cares Medal to recognize its humanitarian efforts. 
Shown above, from left, are Karen Schecter, 
director of  programs and operations for Hands 
Up for Haiti; organization president Dr. Mary Ann 
LoFrumento, Stanley M. Bergman, chairman of  
the board and chief  executive officer of  the Henry 
Schein Cares Foundation, Inc.; and its president 
James Breslawski.

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!
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Corner of 9A and 129 • Croton-On-Hudson
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8, Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100

CrotonAutoPark.com

Your Good Neighbor Dealer!

NEW 2015 DODGE 
JOURNEY CROSSROAD
MSRP $30,340 $24,998

SAVE $5,342
STK#11127T, 28V PACKAGE, 
LEATHER, POP EQUIP 
GROUP, V6, ALLOYS 
WHITE

NEW 2015 CHRYSLER 
200 S ALL WHEEL DRIVE
MSRP $36,490 $28,806

SAVE $7,684
STK#9368, SPORTY FUN! 
26L, LEATHER SPORT 
SEATS, NAV & SOUND, 
DUAL PANE ROOF LOADED!

NEW 2015 CHRYSLER 
200 C ALL WHEEL DRIVE
MSRP $34,410 $26,998

SAVE $7,162
STK#9360, 26N PACKAGE, 
LEATHER, NAV, 6CYL, P/
SEATS, DUAL PANE 
SUNROOF  BLUE!

DEMO 2015 CHRYSLER 
TOWN & COUNTRY
MSRP $39,095 $32,433

SAVE $6,662
STK#5375C, 29J PACKAGE, 
NAV, DUAL DVD, LEATHER, 
PUSH START AND MORE. 
7500 DEMO MILES

DEMO 2015 DODGE 
CHARGER SXT AWD
MSRP $39,225 $31,985

SAVE $7,240
STK#1199C, 29J PACKAGE, 
LOADED 8400 DEALER 
DEMO, NAPPA LEATHER, 
NAV, BACK-UP CAMERA

DEMO 2015 JEEP
GRAND CHEROKEE 
MSRP $47,590 $39,995

SAVE $7,595
OVERLAND, 23P, FULLY 
LOADED, NAV, PANO ROOF, 
AIR SUSPENSION, 6100 
MILES. STK#14992J, 

NEW 2015 CHRYSLER 
200 C ALL WHEEL DRIVE
MSRP $34,410 $26,998

SAVE $7,412
STK#9358, 26N PACKAGE, 
LEATHER, NAV, 6CYL, P/
SEATS, DUAL PANE SUNROOF  
3 AVAILABLE IN WHITE!

NEW 2015 DODGE 
JOURNEY CROSSROAD
MSRP $30,340 $24,998

SAVE $5,342
STK#11135T, 28V PACKAGE, 
LEATHER, POP EQUIP 
GROUP, V6, ALLOYS 
RED

NEW 2015 DODGE
DODGE DART SXT
MSRP $22,915 $17,995

SAVE $4,920
 STK#12005, 28B PACKAGE, 
CLOTH, AUTOMATIC, 
WIRELESS CHARGER, SIRIUS 
RADIO, ALLOY WHEELS

DEMO 2015 JEEP
CHEROKEE TRAILHAWK
MSRP $35,174 $29,771

SAVE $5,403
STK#114875J, MANG 
TANGO, COLD WEATHER, 
CONV GROUP, 4X4, 
TANGO MANGO

 ALL PRICE INCLUDES ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES. NOT EVERYONE QUALIFIES FOR ALL REBATES   SEE US FOR DETAILS .  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 3/31/16

We’ve Taken Thousands OFF  These New 2015’s!

The staff at Casa Rina of Thornwood would like to wish you and your family a Happy Easter
886 Commerce Street, Thornwood • 914-769-4515 • www.casarinarestaurant.com

Casa Rina of Thornwood
BRUNCH BUFFET

11:00A.M.-2:00P.M.
$25.95 PER PERSON

CREATE YOUR OWN OMELET STATION
Bagels, Muffins, Croissants & Danish

Scrambled Eggs • Bacon
Sausage• French Toast

Chocolate Chip Pancakes
COLD ANTIPASTO STATION

Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted Peppers,
Prosciutto and Sopressata

Imported Cheese & Crudités
Grilled Vegetables • Smoked Salmon

CHEF’S SPECIALS
Stuffed Filet of Sole

Eggplant Rollatine • Penne Vodka
Chicken Martini

Tortellini della Nonna
CARVING STATION

Sliced London Broil • Sliced Leg of Lamb
PASTRY STATION

Homemade Pastries, Assorted Desserts
& Seasonal Fresh Fruit • Coffee and Tea

EASTER FIVE COURSE MEAL
SELECTION OF APPETIZER

Fresh Mozzarella and Company • Eggplant Rollatine
Cold Antipasto • Clams Casino • Manicotti

SELECTION OF
Garden Salad, Caesar Salad or Potato Leek Soup

INTERMEZZO
Lemon Sorbet 

SELECTION OF AN ENTREE
Roasted Leg of Lamb served with spinach and

scallion mashed potatoes • $38.95
Chicken House Special served with

vegetable medley and potato croquette • $34.95
Grilled Filet Mignon served with grilled asparagus

and scallion mashed potatoes • $42.95
Veal Sorrentino served with fresh vegetable medley

and potato croquette • $37.95
Filet of Sole Marichiara tossed with clams

and mussels over a bed of capellini • $39.95
Chicken Martini served over a bed of cavatelli • $36.95

Shrimp Oreganate served over a bed of linguini • $38.95
Lobster and Crab Ravioli Delafano • $34.95

DESSERT
Assorted Holiday mini pastries and cookies

Children’s Menu 
Available upon

Request

Reservations
Suggested
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By Martin Wilbur
Spend enough time in downtown 

Chappaqua and chances are you’ll run 
into Julie Greco.

Greco is the landscape designer who 
created the Pocket Park on North Greeley 
Avenue, next to the building that houses 
Susan Lawrence, the gourmet caterer. On 
most days Greco can be seen checking on 
the plants and flowers and making lists for 
future work.

Greco’s affection for the community 
runs deep. Her parents came to 
Chappaqua when she was four years 
old, and despite moving to Pleasantville 
in recent years, her heart remains in the 
town where she grew up.

Of all the work she’s done as a designer, 
it’s the park, which was dedicated in 
2007 and paid for through $35,000 in 
donations, that she calls “my baby.”

“I’m very proud of it,” said Greco, 65, a 
Horace Greeley High School graduate who 
also oversees landscaping of the triangle 
at Route 117 and King Street. “There are 

a lot of people who love the park and it’s 
designed to be a little sanctuary in the 
midst of all this chaos some of the time.”

A vast array of plants and flowers with 
vibrant colors makes the Pocket Park 
come alive in warm weather. But Greco 
said that part of the appeal of any space is 
keeping it interesting year-round. It’s not 
only choosing the right species of plants 
but making sure it has balance and plenty 
of “bones” – the textures, colors and 
placement of stone and living material 
that gives a space its character.

“I tried to do something that is very 
naturalistic, that not only looked like it 
belonged here in town, because you’re in 
the woods a little bit here in Chappaqua, 
but where it could have four seasons of 
interest,” Greco said. “Whether it’s the 
color of the tree bark or the foliage, even 
the hardscape. So when there’s not a leaf 
in the place, there’s a lot of texture.”

Greco was raised with a love of 
gardening, something she learned from 
her mother and grandmother. But as 

much as Greco has enjoyed her work as 
a landscape designer for nearly 25 years, 
she never intended to make it her career.

After high school, Greco first graduated 
from the Fashion Institute of Technology 
before switching to SUNY Purchase to 
become a pre-med student. Greco had 
plans on becoming a research psychiatrist 
and hoped to be a painter on her off days, 
but life had other plans for her. 

She spent time studying at the Woods 
Hole Marine Laboratory in Cape Cod 
after Purchase, but returned to FIT 
because she had a young son that she was 
raising alone. In her two stints at FIT she 
majored in interior design and fashion 
design. 

After her studies, Greco worked as a 
commercial interior designer for a couple 

of years. However, once the stock market 
cratered in 1987, there wasn’t going to be 
nearly as much demand for her work.

She also realized that she wasn’t cut out 
for working in an office.

“There was no way I could get behind a 
desk again,” Greco said. “I realized I had 
to be outside.”

Greco enrolled in landscape design 
courses at the New York Botanical Garden, 
eventually earning her certification in the 
early 1990s. Through contacts and word 
of mouth, Greco slowly built a list of 
clients. 

With her love of the outdoors, Greco is a 
designer that will get to a site and do some 
of the work herself. She is particularly 
interested in creating striking, container 
gardens.

“I’m an extremely hands-on designer,” 
she said. “I like to work closely with the 
client.”

As a member of the marine mammal 
conservation group Sea Shepherd, Greco 
hopes one day to be out at sea as part 
of the organization’s on board crew. 
However, she wants to remain close by 
her elderly mother to help take care of her 
and, of course, the Pocket Park.

“My heart is in Chappaqua still,” Greco 
said. “ Three generations of my family 
have lived here. That’s part of the reason 
I did this. The town was very good to my 
parents. They worked and volunteered 
here in town.”

know your
Neighbor

Julie Greco
Landscape Designer, Pleasantville

Flowers in full bloom in early summer at New 
Castle’s Pocket Park that was designed by Julie 
Greco.

Safety is the single most important mission for Kaitlyn and her 1,000 colleagues at 
the Indian Point Energy Center. Our engineering team and Kaitlyn train constantly, 
and inspectors from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission are on site all the time 
overseeing their operations. Today, America’s nuclear power industry has the safest 
and most thoroughly regulated and tested plants in the world.

Discover more about Indian Point at RightForNewYork.com

“ We run one of the safest nuclear 
power facilities in the U.S.”

Kaitlyn Corbett  
Nuclear Engineer
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䄀爀挀 匀琀愀最攀猀      㐀㜀 圀栀攀攀氀攀爀 䄀瘀攀Ⰰ 倀氀攀愀猀愀渀琀瘀椀氀氀攀       㤀㐀⸀㜀㐀㜀⸀㘀㈀　㘀

䘀攀愀琀甀爀椀渀最㨀
一愀渀挀礀 䨀愀渀攀 䈀氀愀欀攀
䔀洀洀愀 䘀爀愀渀欀
䨀攀搀 䬀爀椀瘀椀猀欀礀

䄀渀搀爀攀眀 䰀愀搀攀渀
䨀甀氀椀愀 䴀挀䌀愀爀琀栀礀
䄀爀渀椀攀 吀漀戀愀挀欀

䌀氀愀甀搀攀 吀甀猀欀
䐀漀洀攀渀椀挀欀 嘀攀氀愀爀搀椀
刀攀戀攀挀挀愀 圀攀爀渀攀爀

␀㈀㠀 愀搀甀氀琀猀
␀㈀㈀ 猀琀甀搀攀渀琀猀⼀猀攀渀椀漀爀猀
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䐀椀爀攀挀琀攀搀 戀礀 匀琀攀瀀栀愀渀椀攀 䬀漀瘀愀挀猀 䌀漀栀攀渀

�攀 匀攀挀爀攀
琀 椀渀 琀栀攀

 圀椀渀最猀�攀 䌀漀洀洀甀渀椀琀礀 匀琀愀最攀

䄀刀䌀
䄀匀 匀吀 䜀 䔀

琀栀攀愀琀爀攀 昀漀爀 攀瘀攀爀礀 猀琀愀最攀
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Happy Easter

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm-4pm
Call or Fax: 914-769-0771

Chocolate – Rabbits • Chicks • Eggs • Baskets
Novelties – Jellybeans • Malt Eggs • Peeps

Merckens Wafers – Also: Colors • Molds • Sticks •  Bags
Flowers • Eyes •Much, Much more!

COMMUNION FAVORS

SHOWERS

MOTHER’S DAY

PARTY FAVORS

WEDDINGS

SHOWERS

WEDDINGS

MOTHER’S DAY

PARTY FAVORS

COMMUNION FAVORS

WEDDINGS

SHOWERS

RETRO
CANDY

& BOXES

Hop In For Your Homemade Easter Chocolates

Star Wars
Items

Gift Cards 
Avalable!

480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

Come in for Your
Easter Bagels!

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
6 FREE

With this coupon • Limit one per customer • Not to be
combined with other o� ers. Expires 4/30/16

Mt. Kisco Bagel Co. • Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

Irene’s Hair Salon
Happy Easter and a Joyous Pasover

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 9:30-6, Fri 9:30-7, Saturday 9-5, Closed Sunday

Now Open 
Mondays 10-5 914-495-3010

16 Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, NY

With this ad

$10 OFF
COLOR

$2.00 OFF Any Haircut 
with this ad

Treat Mom to cupcakes 
this Mother’s Day!

Order ahead for Cupcake Bouquets, Cupcake Cakes, 
Cookies! Or stop by for delicious, beautiful cupcakes: 
Strawberry, Lemon Lavender, Red Velvet, Chocolate 
Flourless, Chocolate Raspberry Dream, and more.
 
19 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville
flourandsunbakery.com • 914.495.3232 
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest & Instagram

We will be open  
Thanksgiving Eve from 9am-6pm 

AND  Thanksgiving Day  
from 9am-12pm

Pre-Order your Thanksgiving 
Desserts Today or by  

Sunday, November 23rd!
We will have  

PIES, CHEESECAKES, CAKES, 
CAKE POPS,  

CUPCAKES, COOKIES  
and more!

Our Thanksgiving Menu is  
available on our website  

 to find out more information.

Happy Easter From 
Flour & Sun!

We’re be open Easter 
Sunday from 9am-4pm

We will have Easter Egg Bread, 
Cupcakes, Cake Pops, 

Easter Egg Cakes and more.
Perfect treats for Easter Baskets!

Place your order today by calling 
914.495.3232

 A Gourmet Seafood Market

•Healthful Seafood 
   entrees, sides 
   and salads  
•Gluten free and 
   vegan soups 
   and desserts 
• Clambakes and 
   fi ne catering
• Menus for every holiday

Fresh fi sh hand picked and prepared by 
Ed Wechsler, Fishmonger Extraordinaire!

407 Main Street
Armonk, NY

Parking in Rear

273-1766

• Menus for every holiday

Easter in Armonk

www.lamerseafood.net

407 Main St. Armonk, NY 
914-273-2766

High Quality Seafood Made to Order Everyday!
Lunches & Dinners to Go!

Shrimp Scampi • Lobster Rolls • Fish & Chips
www.lamerseafood.net

La Mer 
Gourmet  Seafood of Armonk

20 Years Serving the Community!

M-F: 9am-6:30pm, Sat: 9am-5:30pm, Sun: 10am-2:30pm

 A Gourmet Seafood Market

273-1766 407 Main Street • Armonk, NY
Parking in Rear

View our Menu online at wwwlamerseafood.net

Lobster Diners for 2
Caviar for 2
Oysters for 2

 100 News Plaza St. • 555-0000 
 www.ourwebsite.com

 Plan the perfect
 Valentine’s Day

 Look to page 10 to be your guide. 
 It is packed with event listings, 
 restaurant reviews and more.
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Happy Easter

Come see our new Spring Menu

Other foods to look forward to are... 
Traditional Easter Bread & Pastiera (Easter Cake)

Now Taking 
Easter 

Reservations

Outdoor Dining
Parties welcome

Ala Carte Menu: 
Includes our popular Pasta, 

Beef, Poultry, & Fish Dishes
Additional Specialty Easter Plates of... 

Lamb & Pizza Rustica

Le Fontane
137 Route 100 • Katonah NY • 914-232-9619

www.lefontane.net

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

SOMERS CUSTOM FRAMING

Clean Out Your Closets for a Cause
Donate your slightly worn Clothing, 

Footwear, Hats, Purses, Soft Toys, Linens,
Kitchen items and automobiles.

Pickup & full house/apt clean-outs avail.

YLIA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
that help local residents in need. 

Bring your items to 
Hidden Treasures & Donation Center

1736 Front Street,Yorktown Hts 
or for a Pick up call 914 490-3966

Celebrate the Spring
Holidays with Armonk Wines!

 15% off 12 bottles
10% off 6 bottles

Happy Easter
 383 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504

(914) 273-3044
armonkwines.com •  Follow us on Facebook 

• Hair Cuts • Perms • Color 
• Keritan Treatment • Highlights• Keritan Treatment • Highlights

• Chemical Straightening • Waxing• Chemical Straightening • Waxing• Chemical Straightening • Waxing• Chemical Straightening • Waxing

• Hair Cuts • Perms • Color 

Spring Spring Spring iiin to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to 
A A A nnnew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!

Katonah Shopping Center 
 270 Katonah Ave. Katonah

(914) 232-5201

“Bringing your Hair 
to Life Since 1982”

Now Offering
Barbering Services 

Including
Hot 

Shaves! $2 OFF
Any Hair Cut

With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 

Exp. 6/15/14

$5 OFF
Any Chemical 

Service
With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 

Exp. 6/15/14Like Us!

Katonah Shopping Center 

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5

Walk-Ins
Welcome!

Happy Easter 
from Everyone at 

Fred’s Salon!

475 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504
914-273-5222

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat-8am-5:30pm • Sun. Closed

Now Taking Easter & Passover Orders
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A whole new world was 
opened to me years ago when 
the owners of a tasteful antiques 
shop in Brooklyn Heights 
invited me to their condo in 
one of the grand houses in that 
landmarked neighborhood. 
When I looked up at the ceiling 
in their living room, I found that 
I was looking at a painted sky 
with clouds that extended the 
already-high ceilings to infinity. 

Technically known as trompe 
t’oeil or “fool the eye,” this 
technique is just one of the many 
ways that faux or “false” painting 
can be used to transform any 
room or object into a work of 
art. 

The objective of faux is to have its objects 
or surfaces look as much like the originals 
as possible, whether they be marble, 
wood, grain or suede. With professional 
faux painters, it’s amazing how realistic 
their work can be. There have been times 
when I have seen marble columns painted 
so realistically that I have had to tap on 
them to see if they weren’t the real thing. 
The same can be said for examples of 
wood graining. With us amateurs, results 
can vary, but the application is always fun.

While few of us would attempt a sky with 
bulbous clouds like my friends’ ceiling, 
faux products provided by paint stores 

today allow even rank amateurs 
like me to achieve impressive 
results. Painting a room or even 
just one wall or the ceiling with 
a faux technique is a great way 
to give your home a dramatic 
boost. And because no two faux 
finishes come out the same, 
whatever effect you’re trying to 
achieve will be uniquely yours.

In my experience, I started 
with the easiest of all faux 
techniques: antiquing, mostly 
for furniture I picked up on the 
streets of New York City and re-
did with kits providing a base 
coat and a thin glaze applied 
over it, and manipulated with a 

rag or brush to simulate age.   
The techniques are many, conveyed 

by their names: sponging, rag rolling, 
crackle, strie (stripes achieved by running 
a brush through the top glaze), leather 
wall and crinkle paper and parchment, 
to name some. Also, there are specialty 
products that convey glitter, pearlescent 
or metallic effects to the surface. I 
especially like Chalkboard Paint, which is 
fun for families with young kids who can 
use their walls for free expression, only to 
be wiped clean without fuss. 

One of my early hobbies was wall 
stenciling and there were a number of 
rooms in my first couple of apartments 

and homes that were graced with garlands 
of swags and jabots, patterned on 18th 
century designs, but modernized to my 
own vision with the addition of leaves and 
flowers intertwining the drapery effect.

Because many of the walls I painted 
were solid plaster applied well over 100 
years ago and had many defects from 
multiple cracks and patching, I have 
frequently utilized faux textures, such as 
adding a sand mixture to my latex wall 
paint and swabbing it on with a thick 
bristled brush, forgiving 1,000 sins in the 
process.  There are many other textures 
to choose from today, such as brushed 
suede, sandstone finish, metallic plaster 
and Venetian plaster. 

Many of us tend to think of faux painting 
as a relatively recent phenomenon. I 
remember that there was a surge of 
interest in it in the ‘80s and ‘90s as the 
popularity of wallpaper began to fade. 
Historically, faux finishing has been used 
for millennia, from early cave painting to 
the tombs of ancient Egypt and the homes 
of Pompeii. Faux painting became most 
popular in classical times in the forms 
of faux marble, wood and murals. With 
the current renaissance in faux finishing, 
there are many new kinds of specialty 
paints and glazes on the market and many 
tools and brushes to aid in the finishing 
process. 

As for me, I’ve used mostly sponges and 
rags to apply the glazes and finishes which 
I find sometimes create the best effects. 

To learn more about this fun craft, visit 
the faux pages of www.benjaminmoore.
com, www.sherwinwilliams.com and/or 
www.behr.com.    Have fun experimenting 
and creating your own unique work.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

A Phony Technique That Adds Real Beauty to the Home

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
A faux border of  swags and jabots painted years 
ago with stencils and freehand by The Home Guru.

Hop on over and visit our o�  ce & 
showroom to see the variety of products

on display, or we will bring 
our showroom to you.

EVERY BUNNY DESERVES A MIRACLE!

 

SPRING AHEAD… 
Don’t Fall Behind on 
your Spring Projects!    

Take Advantage of our  
SPRING SAVINGS! 

2010 Albany Post Rd. Croton on Hudson, NY 10520 WC10415H99  PC-1817 

 

   ●ROOFING●WINDOWS●SIDING●DOORS●DECKS●SEAMLESS GUTTERS●LEADERS 

 

SPRING AHEAD… 
Don’t Fall Behind on 
your Spring Projects!    

Take Advantage of our  
SPRING SAVINGS! 

2010 Albany Post Rd. Croton on Hudson, NY 10520 WC10415H99  PC-1817 

 

   ●ROOFING●WINDOWS●SIDING●DOORS●DECKS●SEAMLESS GUTTERS●LEADERS 

WC10415H99 • PC1817 • YNK3807

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING
DOORS • DECKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERS

2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Robert and Mary Sni� en, Owners

showroom to see the variety of products

SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERS

Happy Easter!
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Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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The Episcopal Church Welcomes You 
To celebrate this happy morning!! 

          St. John’s Episcopal Church                                                                      
    8 Sunnyside Ave, Pleasantville, NY                         
 914-769-0053 stjohnspleasantville.org 
  Holy Week Schedule 

Maundy Thursday March 24th       
7pm    Holy Eucharist, Foot Washing & Agape Meal 

Good Friday  March 25th                                     
10am Children’s Stations of the Cross                              

12n-3pm Ecumenical Service,                                        
 Pleasantville Presbyterian Church, 400 Bedford Rd                                                      

7pm Service of Tenebrae  

 The Great Vigil of Easter          
 Saturday       March 26th      7pm  
 Easter Sunday March 27th      
8am Spoken Holy Eucharist                                   
9:15am Holy Eucharist with music, designed with young 
children in mind,                                                              
followed by: Easter Egg Hunt and frozen peep golf 
10:45am Festival Choral Eucharist 

 All Saints Episcopal Church                      
201 Scarborough Rd, Briarcliff Manor NY  
914-941-6955 www.allsaintsbriarcliff.org 
Maundy Thursday   March 24th      

Agape Meal 6:45pm;                                  
Service of the Day, 7:30pm 

Good Friday   March 25th                  
Stations of the Cross at 12 noon                  

Service of the Day, 7:30pm 
Easter Vigil                               

Saturday March 26th 7:30pm 
Easter Sunday March 27th 

Services at 8am and 10:15am     
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church                 
85 E. Main St, Mt Kisco, NY                                

914-666-8058     www.stmarksmtkisco.org 
Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016 

7:30pm  Holy Eucharist & Stripping of the Altar 

Good Friday, March 25, 2016          
12n The Prayer Book Liturgy for Good Friday with 

The Rev William Doubleday, Preaching 
1pm Special music for Good Friday 
2pm Stations of the Cross 

Easter Sunday, March 27, 2016         
7am Holy Eucharist with Organ and                

Easter message from The Rev William Doubleday 
9am Holy Eucharist with Organ and Choir 
11am Holy Eucharist with Organ and Choir 
After the 9am and 11am services: Easter Egg Hunt 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church          
 50 Bedford Rd, Armonk, NY                           

914-273-3812 www.ststephensarmonk.dioceseny.org 
Easter Week services will be held at St. Mary’s Church,      
Bedford, at intersection of East Middle Patent and Hickory 
Kingdom Roads. 

Eucharist of the Last Supper:                                  
Thursday 24 March, 7 pm 
Good Friday Liturgy                                                            
Friday 25 March 12 noon 

Easter Sunday Sung Eucharist                   
27 March at 10 am                                                            

followed by Easter Egg Hunt  
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church                 
85 E. Main St, Mt Kisco, NY                                

914-666-8058     www.stmarksmtkisco.org 
Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016 

7:30pm  Holy Eucharist & Stripping of the Altar 

Good Friday, March 25, 2016          
12n The Prayer Book Liturgy for Good Friday with 

The Rev William Doubleday, Preaching 
1pm Special music for Good Friday 
2pm Stations of the Cross 

Easter Sunday, March 27, 2016         
7am Holy Eucharist with Organ and                

Easter message from The Rev William Doubleday 
9am Holy Eucharist with Organ and Choir 
11am Holy Eucharist with Organ and Choir 
After the 9am and 11am services: Easter Egg Hunt 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church          
 50 Bedford Rd, Armonk, NY                           

914-273-3812 www.ststephensarmonk.dioceseny.org 
Easter Week services will be held at St. Mary’s Church,      
Bedford, at intersection of East Middle Patent and Hickory 
Kingdom Roads. 

Eucharist of the Last Supper:                                  
Thursday 24 March, 7 pm 
Good Friday Liturgy                                                            
Friday 25 March 12 noon 

Easter Sunday Sung Eucharist                   
27 March at 10 am                                                            

followed by Easter Egg Hunt  
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The information contained in this article is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored investment advice. The 
strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and objectives.  
Investing involves risks and there is always the potential of  losing money when you invest. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth 

Management, or its affiliates. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, member SIPC. 

Hoarding, carried to an 
extreme, has been a mainstay 
of reality television for several 
years. But that doesn’t mean 
it’s a good idea, particularly for 
investors.

Take for instance an incident 
that made the news recently 
where an apparently very 
successful New Yorker had 
reportedly squirreled away 
millions of dollars in cash in 
an Upper East Side apartment. 
After he died, his widow, who was his only 
heir, could not access the apartment or 
the money because, despite his wealth, the 
hoarder had been living in a rent-stabilized 
apartment that was under the jurisdiction 
of the housing court.

The landlord claimed that back rent 
was owed. The widow was locked out. The 
parameters of what might have happened to 
all that money, while the issue played out in 
court, are limited only by one’s imagination.

This situation underscores the frivolity 
of hoarding huge sums of money. Without 
detailed records of how much was kept in 
the apartment – which basically contradicts 
the point of hoarding in the first place – 

the widow would have little 
documentation on just how 
much was there, whether taxes 
were owed, whether all of the 
money was present or even 
where it came from.

There also is the distinct 
possibility of fire or other 
disaster that could wipe out an 
entire hoard. In the real world 
there is much to consider when 
planning one’s estate, including 
making sure that heirs get what 

we intend them to have and that it goes to 
purposes we set in advance.

For investors with children or 
grandchildren, for instance, it is wise to 
think about their future education. A 529 
college savings plan is a great place to 
deposit some discretionary income. And 
the earlier a 529 plan is established, more 
money potentially can be available when 
it is needed to help offset spiraling costs of 
higher education.

Grandparents are permitted to make 
gifts to a grandchild’s 529 plan, currently 
up to $14,000 annually. Checking with a 
trusted tax attorney or financial adviser is 
recommended as that number may change.

But college isn’t the only future expense 
that should be considered. Business owners 
may consider transferring all or parts of their 
business to children and grandchildren, and 
will have to decide which descendent may 
want to or be capable of taking over.

Other factors include the future 
configuration of the business, how it will 
be managed and by whom and how the 
business assets can best be transferred to the 
next generation.

Though this may seem like an obvious 
course of action, a formalized working 
agreement can help avoid future issues that 
can adversely affect the family structure. A 
successful transfer occurs when children 
and grandchildren participate in decision-
making and leadership long before their 
parents pass on.

There are many other issues 
to consider when involved 
in estate planning, such as 
where to invest and when. A 
diversified portfolio may include blue chip 
stocks, mutual funds and perhaps some cash 
depending on economic circumstances and 
timing.

Recently, financial media outlets reported 
that American companies are holding up 

to $1.82 trillion in cash, meaning there is 
plenty to apply to the stock market and other 
growth areas when economic conditions 
warrant. This comes from reviewing nearly 
2,000 nonfinancial companies, which could 
have a significant and highly positive impact 
on markets in the relatively near future.

Regardless of which path we take in 
determining our long-term finances, they 
all require a high degree of seriousness and 
sensible planning. Worthwhile legacies are 
not made by shoot-from-the-hip decision-
making or whimsy.

To adequately prepare for the future, 
seriously consider what you want to do and 
create a workable plan to achieve that goal.

Sticking stacks of cash into mattresses 
and hidden caches in the walls may make 

for interesting television. 
But failure to adequately 
plan on your part can lead 
to confusion and bitterness 
for the people you originally 

intended as beneficiaries.
Peter Chieco is a financial adviser with 

the Global Wealth Management Division of 
Morgan Stanley in Greenwich, Conn. He can 
be reached at 203-625-4897.

From One Piece to Large Household Residential and Commercial
 Reliable packing techniques

State-of-the- art moving trucks and trailers
because at Afforable we move for you.

Time and time again, people everywhere 
choose us.

120 Fulton Street
White Plains, NY 10606

Dot T11979
US DOT 1049459

Call now for a 
Guaranteed 
price quote!

(914) 769-1159

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR WEEK-
END & HOLIDAYS, SHORT NOTICE 

MOVES WELCOME. 
LOWEST 
HOURLY 
RATES!

1-MONTH STORAGE  
WITH ANY INTERSTATE MOVE TO FLORIDA, ALL POINTS IN BETWEEN

FREE

Expect Better

www.randrealty.com 654 Columbus Ave
Thornwood, NY 10594
914-482-0341

Better Homes and Gardens Rand Realty Welcomes 
Frances Von Dietsch
NYS Real Estate Salesperson

“A realtor with a caring touch.”
Frances brings 30 years of selling real estate along with being a 
Pleasantville resident for 39 years.
She is a proud mother of a NYC Police Officer and a Scarsdale 
Fireman/Registered nurse.

For all of your real estate needs please contact 
Frances Von Dietsch at 914-482-0341.

 Experience = Success 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-649-1157
(Cell) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 
Please Contact Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 

 And remember - my time is your time. 

By Peter Chieco

Hoarding is a Poor Substitute for Estate Planning

The Prudent 
Portfolio
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Over the past 12 years, Operation 
PROM has been dressing students across 
Westchester County and in nine other 
states with beautiful prom attire for free, 
so that no student experiencing financial 
stress would have to worry about not 
attending their prom. 

Now, the organization is gearing up 
for a new program they will provide 
to children – “Fashion U.” Fashion 
U will offer classes for children and 
teenagers interested in fashion design, 
merchandising and styling. It was 
founded by Noel D’Allacco, president 
of Operation PROM, with experienced 
faculty from the fashion industry.

Last February, D’Allacco lost her 
mentor, fashion designer Denise Proctor. 
Denise was the owner of the Westchester 
Fashion Academy for Children in White 
Plains. The two had worked on several 
projects together, including “Design 
Wars” at The Westchester Mall. 

“Denise was an inspiration, and she 
helped me a lot when I started Operation 
PROM,” said D’Allacco. “Fashion is 
an art, and when Denise passed the 
community lost a beautiful artist.”

Fashion U’s Summer Camp 2016 
will offer everything from weekly 
sessions of sewing, sketching, design, 
merchandising, styling, jewelry making 

and cosmetics creation. A portion of 
the weekly camp tuition will be donated 
to Operation PROM, and each week a 

scholarship for a free 
camp session will be 
awarded in Proctor’s 
name.

The faculty and 
staff of Fashion U are 
experienced fashion 
industry professionals 
including Stacy 
Scibelli, the curriculum 
chair for fashion 
design and technology 
at Westchester 
Community College, 
and Samantha Levine, 

the owner and creative director of 
Auburn Jewelry in Chappaqua. Guest 
speakers from the fashion world include 

New York Times bestselling author and 
“Today Show” fashion correspondent 
Jene Luciani. Fashion partners of the 
program include famous designer brands 
such as Adrianna Papell. 

Children from eight to 15 years old are 
eligible for Fashion U’s Summer Camp. 
It is located at 524 North Ave. in New 
Rochelle. Weekly course offerings start 
July 11 and run through Aug. 19. A final 
Fashion Showcase will take place at the 
end of the summer at The Westchester 
Mall, where students can display their 
work.

For more information or to register, 
please visit http://operationprom.org/
fashion-u.php.

Operation PROM Opens Weekly Fashion Camp This Summer

nweiss@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com                   *Ages 2-10       

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons,
Arts & Crafts, Sports, Carnival,

Camp Musical and Much, Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 2/21/2013   5:55:28 PM

*

Camps, Kids and Fun 

Saw Mill Club to Manage Willowbrook Tennis Programs This Season
The Saw Mill Club is proud to 

announce that it will be managing the 
Tennis Programs at Willowbrook Swim & 
Tennis Club for the coming season. Both 
clubs were founded over 40 years ago and 
are neighbors in Mount Kisco. 

This new partnership is fitting as the 
recently departed founder of the Saw Mill 
Club, Curt Beusman, was instrumental 
in the rock blasting that enabled the 
construction of the eight Har-Tru clay 

courts. These are set high above the pool 
area in idyllic surroundings overlooked 
by the patio and tennis office.

There is a busy tennis schedule planned 
with courts due to open in late April. 
Teams are entered in USTA, MITL and 
WCTL leagues and there will be private 
lessons, clinics, round robins, social 
events, kids programs and summer camp 
offered.

Tennis Manager, Charles Lacy-

Thompson said “Saw Mill Club is 
delighted to be working with our new 
partner and we look forward to a long and 
happy relationship,” said tennis manager 
Charles Lacy-Thompson. “We will bring 
our business model and resources to this 
wonderful club. I know Curt is looking 
down with smile.” 

For more information, visit www.
willowbrookst.org.

Noel D’Allacco, left, president of  Operation PROM, and Samantha Levine, 
owner and creative director of  Auburn Jewelry in Chappaqua, are two of  
the instructors for this summer’s launch of  the fashion camp Fashion U.
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WHITE WINE (750ml)                   WAS NOW  
CUPCAKE chardonnay       $10  $8.49 
ECCO DOMANI pinot grigio      $12  $9.49 
MIONETTO prosecco       $15  $11.99 
LAURENT PERRIER brut NV      $45  $35.99 
CUNE rioja blanco monopole     $15  $11.99 
BUTTER chardonnay       $17  $12.99 
SIMI chardonnay        $17  $13.99 
KIM CRAWFORD sauvignon blanc    $17  $13.99 
FESS PARKER chardonnay      $18  $14.99 
LA CREMA chardonnay sonoma     $22  $17.99 
PETITE FONTAINE sancerre      $22  $17.99 
DOM PERIGNON vintage      $185 149.99 
 
SPIRITS          WAS NOW 
SKYY vodka (1L)        $20  $16.99 
DEEP EDDY (1L) vodka plain & flavors   $25  $19.99 
GREY GOOSE (1L) vodka      $45  $39.99 
SVEDKA vodka (1.75L)       $23  $19.99 
TITO’S vodka (1.75L)       $34  $29.99  
ST. PAUL gin (1L)         $15  $12.49  
FAMILIA CAMARENA tequila blanco & reposado (1L) $25  $21.99 
CASAMIGOS tequila blanco (1L)     $56  $49.99 
BALVENIE 12YR (750ml)      $60  $56.99 
JOHNNIE WALKER BLACK (1.75L)    $75  $67.99 
BUFFALO TRACE bourbon (750ml)    $33  $26.99 
LARCENY bourbon  (1L)      $36  $29.99 
JAMESON’S irish whiskey (1L)     $40  $34.99

RED WINE (750ml)       WAS NOW 
GNARLY HEAD zinfandel      $11  $8.99 
CLINE zinfandel        $12  $9.49 
WOLFTRAP red blend       $12  $9.49 
ROOT 1 cabernet        $12  $9.49 
DACU tempranillo        $13  $10.49 
NEIL ELLIS left bank blend      $13  $10.49 
BOGLE old vine zinfandel      $13  $10.49 
COLUMBIA CREST H3 les chevaux blend   $15  $11.99 
WATERBROOK malbec       $15  $11.99 
SEAN MINOR pinot noir       $17  $13.99 
BODEGA VIÑA EGUIA rioja reserva     $17  $13.99 
CLINE cashmere blend       $17  $13.99 
FINCA DECERO malbec       $17  $13.99 
HESS SELECT cabernet sauvignon    $19  $14.99 
BODEGA NORTON malbec reserve    $19  $14.99 
JOEL GOTT cabernet sauvignon     $18  $14.99 
NEWTON napa claret       $24  $15.99 
CATENA malbec        $20  $16.99 
COPPOLA diamond claret      $20  $16.99 
MEIOMI pinot noir        $24  $17.99 
OBERON cabernet napa      $25  $19.99 
 
MAGNUMS (1.75L)       WAS NOW 
ZONIN chardonnay & montepulciano    $12  $9.49 
PAPI moscato & cabernet sauvignon    $13  $9.99 
CA’DONINI pinot grigio       $13  $9.99 
CA’DONINI pinot noir       $14  $10.99 
CAVIT pinot grigio        $14  $10.99 
CONO SUR bicicleta pinot noir, cabernet, sauvignon blanc $14  $10.99 
YELLOWTAIL cabernet sauvignon & chardonnay $14  $10.99 
WOODBRIDGE cabernet sauvignon & chardonnay $15  $11.99 
MASCIARELLI montepulciano d’Abruzzo   $19  $14.99 

 

SPRINGTIME IN BEDFORD  
LOOK WHAT’S GROWING!! 

 

FORSYTHIA, DAFFODILS, TULIPS AND…. 

ROSÉ 
COME SEE OUR BLOOMING SELECTION 

741 BEDFORD ROAD BEDFORD HILLS, NEW YORK 10507         914.666.7272         VINEANDCOMPANY.COM  

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY 

SATURDAY 3/12 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT  
WINES OF PORTUGAL 

SATURDAY 3/19 
4PM 

WINE CLASS  
BORDEAUX 101 

SATURDAY 3/26 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT 
 WINES OF AUSTRALIA 

SATURDAY 4/2 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT 
GREECE AND NEW FRONTIERS 

SEE WEBSITE  FOR DETAILS 

Wine fun fact:  Did you know that an open bottle of 
wine stays fresh for 3-5 days?  Whites and rosés 
should be stored in the fridge with a cork.  Reds in a 
cool dark place with a cork. Sparkling wines stay 
fresh 1-3 days in the fridge with a sparkling wine 
stopper.   
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MP Taverna Begins Second Season of Weekend Jazz Brunches
By Jerry Eimbinder

MP Taverna’s new weekend brunch 
menu is similar to the menu offered last 
year when it introduced brunch service. 
The dishes at the Irvington restaurant 
again range from typical brunch fare such 
as French toast and scrambled or poached 
eggs to best-selling entrées from the dinner 
menu. 

The menu reflects “a modern 
interpretation of traditional Greek tavern 
fare,” said TV celebrity chef and MP 
Taverna owner Michael Psilakis said. 

Live jazz accompanies brunch on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 12 to 3 p.m. 
Local jazz bands are featured and the 
entertainment offered changes from week 
to week. 

Pitchers of Bloody Mary and mimosas 
are served during brunch for $20 each. 

My preference for brunch, “Country 
Cast Iron Breakfast,” returns on the 2016 
menu. It’s an innovative combination of 
many different tastes – three baked eggs, 
bacon, Greek pork sausage, tomato, garlic, 
potatoes a la plancha and absolutely the 
best tasting, grilled pita money can buy 
($17).

The brunch menu is divided into six 
sections: MP Specialties, meze (appetizers 
that can be shared), skillet-baked eggs, 
sandwiches, salads and entrees.

Lovers of traditional and/or exotic 
brunch food need look no further than 
the MP Specialties column, which includes 
Poached Eggs Florentine a la Greque ($15); 
ricotta pancakes with caramelized apples, 
almonds, raisins and zabaglione ($14); and 
fully loaded egg souvlaki with Greek lamb 
sausage, onions and feta cheese ($14).

Sandwiches include beef burgers 
($13.95) and lamb burgers ($16.95) 
served with smashed fries. Entrées include 
roasted lemon chicken ($19.95), grilled 
Bronzino ($25.95), lamb shank ($26.95) 
and a mix grill of Cypriot lamb sausage, 
pork tenderloin, chicken and Greek pork 
sausage ($27.95). 

With the arrival of spring comes the 
opening of MP Taverna front patio. Happy 
Hour is offered every day indoors at the 
bar/lounge and outdoors on the patio from 
3 to 6 p.m. 

Happy Hour house wines (red or white) 
by the glass and all tap beers are $5. Bud, 
Bud Light and Coors Light are priced at 
$3.50, mixed drinks cost $6 and a specialty 

Greek margarita is $7. Red or white sangria 
is available by the glass ($6) or pitcher 
($24).

MP Taverna is a short walk from the 
Metro-North train station.

“The closeness of the train station was 
an incentive for us to have a Happy Hour,” 
Psilakis said. “Anyone headed to Manhattan 
by train for dinner or an evening show can 
stop at MP Taverna first.”

Convenient free parking is available in 
the lot across from the restaurant during 
lunch, brunch, Happy Hour and dinner.

The same restaurant group also owns 
Kefi and Fishtag, both on Manhattan’s 
upper West Side. MP Taverna also has 
sister restaurants in Roslyn, L.I., Astoria, 

Queens and Williamsburg, Brooklyn. 
MP Taverna is located at 1 Bridge 

St. in Irvington. It is reached by car by 
driving across the traffic bridge over the 
railroad tracks. For reservations or more 
information, call 914-231-7854.

The patio at MP Taverna in Irvington. Brunches 
are served each Saturday and Sunday at the 
Greek Tavern accompanied by live jazz.

By Jerry Eimbinder
New activities abound at Trattoria 

160, an Italian restaurant in Pleasantville 
opened by David Morganelli in May 2013.

The new “casual” Burger and Bar 
Menu has been introduced and $5 Wine 
Wednesdays and $5 Cocktail Thursdays 
also debut this month. Then on Friday, 
Apr. 8, the restaurant will host a comedy 
night with four comedians participating.    

“At lunchtime up to now, the dishes we 
offered were the same ones we served for 
dinner,” Morganelli said. “But for a long 
time, customers have asked us to offer a 
more casual menu at lunchtime and food 
at the bar. We are excited to finally meet 
their requests.” 

The new lunch menu includes 
appetizers, sandwiches, salads and pasta 
dishes. Its dishes include penne vodka 
with grilled chicken, the short rib and 
sirloin burger and sole Française.

The Burger and Bar Menu includes 
items priced under $10 such as pretzel 
nuggets, pulled pork spring rolls and rice 

balls Bolognese. It is available at lunch 
and dinner at the bar and at tables in the 
cocktail lounge area but not in the main 
dining room.

The $5 Wine Wednesdays and $5 
Cocktail Thursdays run from 4 to 9 p.m. 
Thursday cocktails include rum punch, 
red and white sangria, margaritas and 

adult Arnold Palmer’s.
The bar offers a rotating assortment of 

15 wines by the glass and 15 beer choices.
A four-course prix-fixe dinner 

(appetizer, pasta, main course and 
dessert) will be served on Comedy Night, 
Apr. 8, starting at 7:30 p.m. Three options 
will be offered for the entrée: chicken, fish 
or vegetarian. The $65 per person price 
includes show, dinner with coffee or tea, 
tax and gratuity. Alcoholic beverages will 
be offered for additional cost at the cash 
bar all night.

Tom Grossi will host the comedy show, 
which starts at 8:30 p.m. The comedians 
scheduled to appear are Chipps Cooney, 
Tommy Gooch, Michael Lobosco and 
Rose Cohen.

Cooney, before becoming a standup 
comedian, was a contestant on America’s 
Got Talent, a drummer for a band, a 
dancer and a magician who deliberately 
performed magic acts badly “to amaze 
nobody” during his act.

As a comedian, he has appeared at the 

old Riviera in Las Vegas, the Claridge and 
the Borgata in Atlantic City, Dangerfield’s 
in Manhattan and the shuttered Pip’s 
Comedy Club in Brooklyn.

Trattoria 160 has a banquet room that 
accommodates up to 130 guests and a 
private affair dining area with a fireplace 
that seats 40. It is located at 160 Marble 
Ave. in Pleasantville. For reservations, call 
914-579-2126.

The short rib and sirloin burger on a brioche 
bun with fries, part of  the more casual menu at 
Trattoria 160 in Pleasantville.

Pleasantville’s Trattoria 160 Debuts Bar, Casual Lunch Menus

Pretzel nuggets with Guinness cheese sauce. 

Michael Psilakis, the owner and executive chef  at 
MP Taverna in Irvington.

The Bronzino at MP Taverna, one of  the many delicious selections available during the tavern’s weekend 
brunches.
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Tuesday, March 22
Point Insurance Reduction Program 

Defensive Driving Course. This state-
approved six-hour course saves drivers 10 
percent on liability and collision portions 
of their auto insurance premium for three 
years and removes up to four point from 
the insurance. Will be offered once or twice 
a month throughout 2016. Next session: 
Apr. 5. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 to 8 
p.m. $55. Info and registration: 914-600-
7180 or visit www.drivercourse.net. 

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also March 29. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Ecological Stewardship in Rockefeller 
State Park Preserve and Beyond. 
Rockefeller Preserve faces the same 
management challenges as other 
Westchester parks and private lands, 
particularly invasive plant species. Join 
Susan Antenen, preserve manager, as 
she discusses the ecological stewardship 
initiative to restore natural habitats, favor 
native species and control invasives. She 
advocates for a community based approach 
to ecosystem restoration, including 
gardening practices homeowners can 
do in their own backyards to address 
these challenges. Sponsored by The 
Mount Pleasant Conservation Advisory 
Council. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Wednesday, March 23
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 

10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45 minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-Up. A great way 
to get out of the house, meet new friends 
and enjoy time with your baby. For babies 
up to eight months old and their moms. 
Romperee Indoor Playground at World 
Cup Nursery School and Kindergarten, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday through June 
24. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-238-
9267 ext. 20.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.    

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 800-272-3900 or visit www.
alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Also March 23. Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

The Explorers Club. A new literacy/
activity program this fall. Join Miss Debbie 
to explore a new theme each week (science, 
art and more) through literacy and hands-
on activities. Come read, discover and 
create. For children five to seven years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:15 
p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Art Series: “Images of Hands and 
Print in Art.” Every artist has to deal with 
the presentation of hands and feet but 
their approaches vary tremendously and 
either make or break an image. We’ll look 
at famous images from artists including 
Parmigianino, De Vinci, and Michelangelo. 
Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Zumba Toning With Amy. Sculpt and 
tone muscle groups while dancing and 
shaking toning sticks to the sassy sizzling 
rhythms of the Zumba. Toning sticks 
provided. PFX Fitness, 10 Castleton Rd., 
Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Drop-in fee: 
$12. Every Wednesday Info: E-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Thursday, March 24
Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 

Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-864-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

How the Puritan Revolution 
Abolished Tyranny. After Magna Carta, 
England enjoyed two centuries of relative 
peace but this ended with the start of the 
Wars of the Roses in 1455. Three decades 
of anarchy ended in 1487, when Henry VII 
established a strong monarchy. Each of his 
successors became increasingly powerful, 
until James I and his authoritarian style 
arrived from Scotland in 1603, which led to 
a long period of desire for self-rule leading 
to the American Revolution.  Part of the 
Building Blocks of the U.S. Constitution 
series with Walter Johanson. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
continued on page 28
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By Neal Rentz
What did you do on your last summer 

vacation?
Westlake High School junior Ryan 

Stasolla spent his working on a research 
project at Stone Barns determining that 
granite grit was cost-effective to use in 
chicken feed. 

Stasolla’s work was recognized at the 
Westchester Science and Engineering 
Fair (WESEF) at Sleepy Hollow High 
School on March 12, where he captured 
the grand prize in the animal science 
category. His accomplishment earned 
him a place in the Sustainable World 
Energy Engineering & Environment 
Project Olympiad scheduled for Apr. 26 
through May 1 in Houston. 

Stasolla’s trip will be paid for by 
Entergy, one of the WESEF sponsors 
along with Regeneron Pharmaceuticals 
in Tarrytown, which gave him a gold 
medal and $100.

Stasolla and three other Westlake 
High School science research program 
students who also participated in the fair 
were honored at the March 16 Mount 
Pleasant Board of Education meeting.

Stasolla conducted his research from 
July 30 through Sept. 29 at the Stone 
Barns Center for Food and Agriculture 
in Pocantico Hills.

Stasolla said the top finishers in his 
animal science category were announced 
from fourth to first. A second 
announcement revealed that he would be 

heading to Houston for the international 
competition. 

“It was just such an honor,” said 
Stasolla, whose project mentor was Craig 
Haney, director of the Growing Farmers 
Initiative at Stone Barns. “I was one of six 
kids out of 650. I couldn’t believe it.” 

Stasolla will continue his emphasis on 
science after he graduates from Westlake. 
His goal is to become a surgeon, but the 
research program has demonstrated to 
him “my options in the science world.” 

Westlake’s program began three-and-
a-half years ago and currently has 12 
students. It is a college-level course that 
begins in a student’s sophomore year.

Stasolla was not the only prize 
winner from Westlake at the regional 
competition, which drew students from 
33 high schools. About 300 judges 
evaluated and scored the projects and 
awarded medals for the top four projects 
in each category based on cumulative 
scoring. The top 12 individuals and the 
three highest scoring teams advanced to 
the Houston competition. 

In his second WESEF competition, 
senior Steven Brunetto took fourth place 
in the environmental category for his 
work researching possible new methods 
for detecting coastal contamination. He 
was awarded a medal and $25 from the 
Westchester Academy of Medicine. 

Brunetto also received the Stockholm 
Junior Water Prize for the top water-
related project that qualified him for 

the Stockholm Junior Water Prize 
state competition and the American 
Meteorological Society Award. For the 
latter, Brunetto applied the creative 
study of atmospheric and related oceanic 
and hydrologic sciences. He is working 
on his research with his mentor at SUNY 
Stony Brook.

Junior Peter Psaltakis took fourth 
place in the environmental science 
category for his project “The Effect of 
Dechlorination on the Formation of 
Free Cyanide in Chlorinated Wastewater 
Effluent.” He also received a medal 
and a $25 award from the Westchester 
Academy of Medicine. Adding to his 
honors, Psaltakis earned the NASA Earth 
System Science Award for projects that 
offer insight into Earth’s interconnected 
systems. He conducted his research at 
Manhattan College.

Junior Meenu Mundackal came away 
from her first WESEF competition with 

the ThinkSTEAM Award for her research 
that studied the correlation between 
allergies and Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
The certificate and $25 award went to 
female students for outstanding projects 
in science, technology, engineering or 
mathematics and was sponsored by 
ThinkSTEAM, a nonprofit organization 
formed to inspire girls by merging STEM 
projects and the arts.

Mundackal’s project entailed using 
a national medical database under the 
mentorship of a professional speech/
language pathologist.

Science research teacher Lawrence 
McIntyre said he was proud of his 
students’ success. 

“I’m inspired by how much grit these 
four students have shown as they faced 
numerous challenges while conducting 
their original research projects,” 
McIntyre said. 

Westlake High Student Captures Grand Prize at Science Competition

Senior Apartments Proposed for 
Hawthorne Commercial Building

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Westlake High School junior Ryan Stasolla was a grand prize winner at the March 12 Westchester Science 
and Engineering Fair at Sleepy Hollow High School. Stasolla is shown at last week’s Mount Pleasant 
Board of  Education meeting in front of  the display of  his winning project. 

By Neal Rentz
The Town of Mount Pleasant is seeking 

to become the second municipality in 
Westchester County to ban so-called 
puppy mills.

The legislation would make it illegal 
to sell a dog or cat at any commercial 
establishment unless the animal was 
obtained from a shelter or humane 
society in Westchester or a nonprofit 
or humane organization that is 
registered with the state Department of 
Agriculture. 

Offenders would be charged with a 
misdemeanor and face a $250 fine for 
the first violation, a $500 fine for a 
second violation and a $1,000 fine for a 
third violation.  

“It’s really a quality-of-life issue,” said 

Councilman Nick DiPaolo who has 
taken the lead on the issue for the town.

The position of The Humane Society 
of the United States is that puppy mills 
contribute to overpopulation and a 
lifetime of suffering for those animals 
who spend their lives in squalid wire 
cages.

The legislation would also protect 
those who properly breed dogs and cats, 
DiPaolo said. 

DiPaolo said he worked on the 
wording of the measure with officials 
from the Village of Mamaroneck, the 
first community in Westchester to ban 
puppy mills.

The town board voted unanimously 
on March 8 to set a public hearing on 
the issue for March 22 at 8 p.m.

Puppy Mill Ban Proposed in Mount Pleasant

By Neal Rentz
A developer has proposed converting 

a commercial building on Liberty Street 
in Hawthorne to house eight age-
restricted apartments for adults at least 
55 years old.

Representatives of the Gisondi 
Properties, who appeared before the 
Mount Pleasant Town Board on March 
15 to discuss the proposal, have asked 
for a zoning amendment from the board 
to move ahead with the project. Under 
the current neighborhood commercial 
and residential zoning, the developer 
would be limited to three apartments 
on the building’s second floor. 

Project architect Edward Swaby said 
the projected monthly rent for the 
apartments, all two-bedroom units, 
would be $2,200. Each apartment would 
be about 1,562 square feet. There are 
plans to build an elevator for the two-
story structure, he said. 

Councilman Mark Rubeo suggested 
that the developer seek a special use 
permit that would limit the housing 
to the site at 6 Liberty St. rather than 
have the entire zone changed. Swaby 
responded that his client would consider 

Rubeo’s idea. 
While town board members 

expressed support for the plan’s 
concept, Councilwoman Laurie Smalley 
voiced concern the project might not be 
economically viable. Many older adults 
who live in the area may be unable to 
afford the monthly rent, she said.

Town Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said 
he wanted to discuss the proposal with 
planning consultant Pat Cleary. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Architect Edward Swaby discussed last week a 
proposal for eight senior housing apartments that 
would be located on Liberty Street.
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stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Westchester County: A Historical 
Tour in Postcards. Join the New Castle 
Historical Society in for an evening of 
local history presented through historic 
postcards. The program, presented by 
Patrick Raftery of the Westchester County 
Historical Society, discusses the history of 
the county from the late 17th century to the 
present using historic postcards. Among 
the topics covered are historic houses and 
churches, the Revolutionary War and the 
Civil War, the Croton and Kensico dams, 
monuments, transportation, education 
and recreation. Horace Greeley House, 
100 King St., Chappaqua. 7:30 p.m. 
Recommended donation: $10 (Includes 
program, self-guided tour and wine and 
cheese.) Registration recommended. Info 
and registration: Contact Cassie Ward 
at 914-238-4666 or e-mail director@
newcastlehs.org.

Friday, March 25
Barre Balance and Core. A new demo 

for the 50-and-over population to improve 
balance, strength, flexibility and stability. 
Using your own body weight, light hand 
weights and a ballet barre, this class will 
help improve balance, core strength and 
stability for functions of daily living. A 
free trial is available. Addie-tude Dance 
Center, 42 Memorial Plaza (lower level), 
Pleasantville. 9:30 a.m. $12. Every Friday. 
Info: Contact Amy Olin at 914-643-6162 
or olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 
for the older active adult or beginner. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. Info: 914-643-6162 or 
e-mail olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Friday Night Cinema: “An Everlasting 
Piece.” In this 2004 take on the gangster 
film, Daniel Craig, a successful cocaine 
dealer who has earned a respected place 
among England’s Mafia elite, plans an 
early retirement from the business. 
However, big boss Jimmy Price hands 
down a tough assignment: find Charlotte 
Ryder, the missing rich princess daughter 
of Jimmy’s old pal Edward, a powerful 
construction business player and 
gossip papers socialite. Post-screening 
discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Saturday, March 26
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

Pleasantville Farmers Market is the largest, 

year-round farmers market in Westchester, 
and the one voted “Best of Westchester” 
in 2014 and 2015 by the readers of 
Westchester Magazine. The delicious good 
time continues indoors each. On Apr. 2, 
the market moves outside to Memorial 
Plaza to start the outdoor season. 
Pleasantville Middle School, 40 Romer 
Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: 
Visit www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Bringing 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating a 
connection between shoppers and small-
scale food producers in the region. First 
Congregational Church of Chappaqua, 
210 Orchard Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Saturdays through April. Info: 
Visit www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Also March 26. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Adult Coloring. If you’re an adult 
looking for a relaxing, fresh and new 
activity that will help bring stress relief to 
your busy life, try this new coloring class. 
Drop in anytime. Materials provided. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Also March 
26. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Learn Bridge. Led by Joel Goren. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.
org.

Meet the Animals. A fun and 
informative program that allows you to 
get up close and hands on with some of 
the nature center’s live animals. Concludes 
with feeding birds of prey. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
2 p.m. Members: $5 per person. Non-

members: $8 per person. Info: Visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org. Info: 914-
723-3470.

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 
Shakespeare’s magical comedy about one 
madcap summer evening where three 
stories collide when four young lovers, 
a jealous fairy king and his queen and a 
group of aspiring young actors all find 
themselves in the woods. Featuring the 
Hudson Valley Shakespeare Festival’s 
Conservatory Company directed by Jason 
O’Connell. Paramount Hudson Valley, 
1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 2 p.m. $20. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Sunday, March 27
Easter Worship and Egg Hunt. An 

Easter service featuring special music 
followed by an Easter egg hunt for children. 
All welcome. Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church, 400 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
Service at 10 a.m. Easter egg hunt at 11:15 
a.m. Info: 914-769-0458 or visit www.
PvillePresby.org.

Hike the Red Trail. A spring hike to 
enjoy the longest trail at the preserve. 
Cranberry Lake Preserve, Old Orchard 
Street, North White Plains. 1 to 3 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-438-1005.

Monday, March 28
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Every Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Young Explorers Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Zumba Class. Open to all. Drop-ins 
welcome; no membership needed. PFX, 
101 Castleton St., Pleasantville. 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. $10 a class. Every Monday. Info: 
Contact Amy Olin at olin.amyj@gmail.
com.

Westchester Knitting Guild Meeting. 
Michael Dworjan, a knitwear designer who 
specializes in reversibility, double-knitting 
and interesting constructions, will be the 
guest speaker. Dworjan will talk about 
and provide a demonstration of reversible 
cables. Chappaqua Library auditorium, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Sit and knit 
and knit-along at 6 p.m. Announcements 
at 7 p.m. Program at 7:15 p.m. Members: 
Free. Non-members: $10. Info: Visit www.

westchesterknittingguild.com.

Tuesday, March 29
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Controlling the Pain of Arthritic 
Knees Without Undergoing Surgery. 
Orthopedic surgeon J. Robert Seebacher, 
medical director of the Phelps Joint 
Replacement Service, will discuss how 
injections and exercise can enable 
reconditioning and reduction of 
inflammation and pain. Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center auditorium, 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow.  Refreshments at 
6 p.m. Program at 6:30 p.m. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-366-
3100.

The Golden Age of Sports Television 
With Doug Wilson. Producer/director 
Wilson will share behind-the-scenes 
anecdotes and video clips about Evel 
Knievel, Muhammad Ali, Howard Cosell, 
Jim McKay, Peggy Fleming and others as 
he draws on his experiences during his 
50-year journey with ABC Sports and 
involvement with “ABC’s Wide World 
of Sports.” Wilson is also the award-
winning author of the book, “The World 
Was Our Stage: Spanning the Globe with 
ABC Sports.” Books will be available for 
purchase and signing at this event. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

 
Wednesday, March 30

Poets and Writers Series. Nina 
Bele’n Robin competed at local poetry 
slams while a creative writing student at 
Westchester Community College, and 
now is known as a performance poet. 
She hits the stage at high profile slam 
poetry venues, showcasing her signature 
style. Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Davis Auditorium, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 10 and 11 a.m. 
Free. Info: 914-606-6716.  

Art Series: “Andrea del Sarto and 
Artistic Recycling.” Sometimes a subject 
or composition is so good that an artist 
will reuse it over and over. Warhol was 
not the first artist to look at repetition 
through the eyes of an artist. Examine how 
del Sarto and other artists have recycled 
some of their most famous compositions. 
Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

continued from page 26
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Dad recently switched medications 
and starting shuffling more than walking. 
Last week, he tripped on a bedroom rug 
but landed on the bed. He was shaken 
but not injured. 

Yesterday, Mom tiptoed to reach for 
baking soda in the kitchen cupboard and 
slipped, bruising her ribs. 

You worry about your parents’ safety at 
home and know it’s time to help prevent 
falls from happening. But what’s the best 
approach?

Aging increases the risk of stumbling 
and sustaining injuries. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
reports that one out of three Americans 
65 and older falls each year. Roughly 20 
percent of falls cause serious injuries 
including lacerations, broken bones 
and head injuries. Annually nationwide, 
at least 250,000 elderly people are 
hospitalized because of hip fractures, 
and more than 95 percent of these 
broken hips originate from a fall.

Fall-related fractures are more than 
double for older women than for older 
men. For the elderly, injuries from 
a fall often limit mobility and can 
lead to isolation and depression. A 
quick stumble can even prove deadly. 
Weakened balance, vision and physical 
strength affect an elderly person’s ability 
to stay on his or her feet, so regular 
eyesight and overall health exams are 
essential. Medication reviews by a 
physician are also crucial since many 
elders fall because of medication side 
effects or dosage issues.

Seniors who fall, even if they are not 
injured, often develop a fear of falling. 
This fear can keep them from enjoying 
regular activities, which then reduces 

mobility and physical fitness. 
With less muscle tone and 
confidence, a person’s actual 
risk of falling increases. 

Falls also limit older adults 
from living independently, 
which is something our at-
home care providers work hard 
to preserve for each individual.

Right at Home has prepared 
a fall prevention guide to help 
family caregivers and seniors 
identify and avert fall hazards inside 
and outside the home. The guide was 
developed with the assistance of Dr. Rein 
Tideiksaar, a gerontologist, geriatric 
physician’s assistant and president of 
FallPrevent, a consulting company that 
helps safeguard older adults from falling. 

The following list provides safety tips 
to help protect the elderly.

Bathroom Hazard: Slippery floor 
surfaces; towels or slippery rugs on the 
floor. 

Tip: Lay nonslip mats on the floor and 
install grab bars in a contrasting color.

Bedroom Hazard: Poor lighting 
(especially at night).

Tip: Ensure a light is within easy 
reach of the bed, and use nightlights to 
illuminate the path from the bed to the 
bathroom.

Hallway Hazard: Obstacles and 
electrical cords across pathways. 

Tip:  Remove clutter, cords and 
furnishings so walking areas are clear.

Kitchen Hazard: Unstable chairs. 
Tip: Use stable, non-wheeled kitchen 

chairs with armrests to help older adults 
sit and stand up safely.

Living Room Hazard: Carpet with 
upended edges or uneven, worn seams. 

Tip: Tape down upended 
carpet edges or replace 
carpet where needed.

Steps Hazard: Lack of 
handrail support. 

Tip: Install rounded 
handrails on both sides of 
the steps; handrails should 
extend beyond the top and 
bottom steps.

In addition to protecting 
older adults from falls 

inside the home, it’s important to note 
that slips and trips occur more often 
on the external premises, especially in 
inclement weather. Men tend to fall 
outdoors more than women, and those 
seniors who are most active fall more 
often than those with physical frailties. 

Nearly half of tumbles outdoors 
are related to walking, particularly on 
uneven sidewalks or tripping over curbs. 
More than 70 percent of people who fall 
outside land on a hard surface such as 
concrete, asphalt or rocks. Fortunately, 
many falls outside can be prevented 
through proactive measures.
• Stay aware of uneven terrain and 

slippery surfaces. Watch for holes, 
tree roots and ice.

• Check the height of curbs and steps 
before stepping. Curbs with inclines 
or cutaways for bicycles can be 

misleading.
• Wear correct eyewear when walking. 

Reading glasses or bifocals can distort 
the ability to see potential hazards.

If balance is a problem, it is best to 
use a walker or cane or hold the hands 
of caregivers when stepping onto curbs 
or steps. To safeguard the outdoor 
environment around the homes of 
seniors, install handrails and good 
lighting on stairs and walkways. Steps 
and patios need to remain in good shape 
with no worn-down areas or loose nails. 
For extra safety and traction, patios and 
steps can be covered with weatherproof 
and textured paint.

Right at Home senior care providers 
can assist with a review of potential fall 
hazards and help ensure older adults feel 
safe, confident and comfortable living 
at home. Visit www.rightathome.net, 
which also features a monthly blog by 
Dr. Tideiksaar on fall prevention for the 
elderly.

Lou Giampa is the president of Right at 
Home Westchester. He is a state certified 
nurse aide (CNA) who volunteers in 
hospitals and nursing homes throughout 
Westchester. He also volunteers with the 
Alzheimer’s Association, Meals on Wheels 
and the Aging in Place community. 
For more information, visit www.
westchesterseniorcare.com.

Fall Prevention Tips to Make the Home Safer for Seniors

1. paucity (n.)
   A) a brief stop  B) a small amount   C) a slow tempo

2. habituate (v.)
   A) to accustom by repetition  B) qualify oneself   C) gain access

3. extant (adj.)
   A) carefully selected  B) drawn out   C) still existing 

4. engender (v.)
   A) to attract by influence  B) cause to exist              C) carry out effectively

5. gestalt (n.)
   A) the character of something  B) a show of support   C) good health

6. malediction (n.)
   A) dissatisfaction  B) an evil deed   C) a curse

7. recondite (adj.)
   A) free from agitation  B) breaking out   C) not known by many

8. praxis (n.)
   A) study of human conduct  B) practice of a skill   C) empty talk

This Will Not Be On the Test. The new SAT made its debut earlier this month. While the new test 
places “emphasis on more relevant vocabulary words,” the press release announcing the change 
contained a number of the words found in the older version. If you do well on this week’s quiz 
based on the press release, you may want to alert the press as well. 

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz 

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. B. A small amount of something; an amount that 
is less than what is needed or wanted
2. A. To accustom by frequent repetition or pro-
longed exposure 
3. C. In existence; still existing; not destroyed or 

lost
4. B. To be the source or cause of something
5. A. The general quality or character of something
6. C. A curse; execration
7. C. Not understood or known by many
8. B. Exercise or practice of an art, science, or skill

By Louis Giampa

Here’s a way community members 
can eat healthfully and help the 
North Castle Public Library. 

North Castle residents may 
subscribe to Field Goods, an upstate 
New York subscription-based 
service that delivers produce from 
small farms to consumers year 
round. Subscribers receive five to 
eight different types of fruits and 
vegetables each week, carefully 
selected and sourced from over 80 
small farmers. Subscribers also have 
access to an informative weekly 
newsletter and e-mail, “In the Bag,” 
which provides tips, recipes and 
a helping guide for preparing the 
produce.

A weekly bag costs $15, $20, $25 
or $30, depending on the bag size 
chosen. An additional $1 is added as 
a fundraiser for North Castle Public 

Library programs. The subscription 
is flexible; you may put your 
subscription on hold and restart it at 
any time. There is an also option for 
a bi-weekly delivery. Other add-on 
options include fresh artisan breads, 
fresh pastas, herbs, various cheeses 
and oils.

The libraries in Armonk and 
North White Plains serve as drop-
off points.

It’s easy to join. Visit www.
field-goods.com, click on “Order 
a Subscription, select your drop-
off location (Armonk or North 
White Plains), select the branch 
you want to donate to and create a 
subscription. 

For more information, call the 
North Castle Public Library at 
914-273-3887 or e-mail info@field-
goods.com.

No. Castle Library Announces 
Participation With Field Goods
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Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery Lim-
ited Supply!ORDER NOW! 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com

HEALTH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER XARELTO and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospi-
talization or a loved one died while tak-
ing Xarelto between 2011 and the present 
time, you may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
STYLIST WANTED, man or woman, 
following preferred, for a growing salon 
in Katonah. 914 232 5201

MECHANIC WANTED. Cortlandt 
Manor area. Full/Part Time.  Inspection 
license a must. Send resume to milrent@
yahoo.com

PART TIME CASHIER.  Will train.  Ap-
ply in person.  BP Gas Station - 2071 East 
Main St., Cortlandt Manor, NY.

MARKET MANAGERS NEEDED FOR 
DOWN TO EARTH FARMERS MAR-
KETS. Several part-time, hourly positions 
available. Must have great people skills, 
reliable transportation, and ability to lift 
and carry 50#. Interested? E-mail a cover 
letter and resume to frankie@down-
toearthmarkets.com

CASHIER - FULL TIME BERGER 
HARDWARE is looking for a Full Time 
Cashier to join our team in Hawthorne. 
Good salary & benefits. Fax or email re-
sume (914) 769-2692 resume@berger-
hardware.com

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1?866?309?1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 

Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! CATSKILL 
MTNS! 39 acres- $119,900 Fields, woods, 
apple trees, valley views, stonewalls, ATV 
trails! 3 hrs NY City! Terms avail. Call 
888-905-8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

ABANDONED FARMHOUSE! 5 
ACRES- Trout Stream- $69,900 Handy-
man 3BR house, stream, fields, views, 
beautiful Catskill Mountain setting! Call 
888-479-3394 newyorklandandlakes.com

MOUNTAINTOP FARM! 5 acres - 
$34,900 Jaw dropping views, fields, stone-
walls, southern exposure, less than 3 hrs 
from the GW Bridge! (888) 701-7509 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LEGALS
Notice of formation of limited liability 
company Shadow Moses, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 01/14/2016. 
NY office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. The post office address to which 
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him/her is 
424 Central Ave 2nd Floor, Peekskill, 
NY 110566. Purpose/character of LLC: 
3d Printing & Online Retail

FEDER KNIVES LLC NOTICE OF 
PUBLICATION  Pursuant to Section 206 
of the New York Limited Liability Com-
pany Law, this is a notice of publication 
of Feder Knives LLC, a New York limited 
liability company (the “Company”). The 
Company’s Articles of Organization was 
filed with the NewYork Department of 
State on February 10, 2016. The office of 
the Company is located in Westchester 
County, New York. The New York Secre-
tary of State has been designated as agent 
of the Company upon whom process 
against it may be served and the post of-
fice address within this state to which the 
Secretary of State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the Company is 725 Hud-
son Avenue, Peekskill, NY 10566. The reg-
istered agent of the Company is Geoffrey 
Feder, 725 Hudson Avenue, Peekskill, 
NY 10566. The Company is a manufac-
turer and seller of custom-made knives.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 425 
First Realty, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) onMarch 11, 2016. Office lo-
cation: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The Post 
Office address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803 The principal 

business address of the LLC is: 926 Wyn-
newood Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity

LEGAL NOTICE Notice of Formation 
of Bygone Candle Company LLC filed 
with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/22/2016. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY is the designated agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 15 
Winslow Rd, White Plains, NY 10606. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ELE-
MENTAL EVENTS, LLC also recognized 
as e2 markets, and e squared markets. as 
filed with Secy. of State of NY(SSNY) on 
1/7/2016. Location: Westchester County.  
Company’s agent for service of process is 
Rocket Lawyer Corporate Services, LLC, 
90 State Street, Suite 700, Box 80, Alba-
ny, New York 12207. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: 7 
JONES LLC Art  of Org. filed with SSNY 
on February 20, 2015. Office Location: 
Westchester County, SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 53 Post Street, Yonkers, NY 
10705. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Laurent & Al-
tieri, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/05/2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Genevieve 
Laurent, 67  Sedgwick Avenue, Yonkers, 
New York 10705. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
FAULKNER FABRICATORS, LLC Art. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 12/16/15.  
Office location: Westchester County.  
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: Faulkner Fabricators, LLC, 74 Lyons 
Place, Mt. Vernon. NY 10553.  Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: Con-
nected Healthcare Technologies, LLC, 
office in Westchester County;  Articles 
of Organization filed with SSNY on 
2/17/2016.  SSNY designated agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: the 
company, c/o Sarah Ball, 80 Central Av-
enue, Rye, NY 10580.  Purpose: any law-
ful acts or activities.

Notice of Formation of CGC Solu-
tions LLC filed with the Department of 
State on 09/30/2015. Putnam County, 
SSNY is designated as agent upon whom 
process against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to The LLC,  

74 Hillside Park, Brewster, NY 10509. 
General Purpose.

SO MULCH MORE, LLC. Art. Of Org., 
filed with SSNY on 1/07/16.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 28 Fox Lane, Mt. 
Kisco, NY 10549.  Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

MONEY TO LEND
Get funding now for your small business 
up to $2 million in as little as 2 days. Mini-
mum 2 years in business. Call BFS Capi-
tal: 888-732-6298 or apply online www.
bfscapital.com/nyp

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
100+ HOMES-LAND-COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS PROPERTY TAX AUC-
TION 3/30@11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure, Bid Online from Any-
where: www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

RECRUITMENT
The Arc of Delaware County seeks dy-
namic professionals to lead our nationally 
recognized organization in supporting 
people with I/DD in living personally ful-
filling lives. Positions include: Chief Ser-
vices Officer Speech Pathologist Supervi-
sor/ Life Coach 10 Assistant Director of 
Residential Services House Manager Ap-
ply: www.delarc.org

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry,
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683

BUYING ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATION 
ART done for magazine, book and paper-
back covers, interiors, ads, pinups, comics, 
etc. Also, antique maps, posters, photos,
postcards, autographs, historic docu-
ments, all interesting paper. mwi0729@
aol.com. 914 588 9359.
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In my last two 
columns, I’ve been 
focusing on the 
evolution of the 
American wine 
industry, notably 
California and the 
Napa Valley.

From its rocky 
beginnings in the 
17th century, to the 

early European immigrants seeking their 
fortunes during the Gold Rush era, to 
successful family operations in the early 
20th century, the American wine industry 
slowly evolved into the precursor of 
today’s booming business.  

And then came Prohibition (1920-
1933). Old-line winemakers persevered 
by selling their grapes to home 
winemakers and their wine to the 
growing number of “churches” offering 
altar wines to thirsty congregations. 
However, a vast number of wineries shut 
down permanently. The wine industry in 
the United States was devastated. But for 
a few stalwarts, the vigor and production 
of the pre-Prohibition industry was not to 
be revived for another four decades. 

Last week, I focused on a few of these 
intrepid entrepreneurs. Many of their 
names have become the backbone of 
the last 150 years of the California wine 
legacy. This week I continue to focus on 

these pioneers, who built the foundation 
of today’s juggernaut. 

To place today’s wine industry in 
perspective, I present the dichotomy of 
its statistics. There are a record number of 
wineries in the United States today – 9,000 
plus. Over 40 percent are in California, 
accounting for 90 percent of all domestic 
wine production. 

Most revealing, however, is that fewer 
than 2 percent of all wineries in the 
United States – less than 200 – account for 
84 percent of all wine production. More 
than half of all wine sold in domestic wine 
shops/supermarkets is centered in three 
companies. Winemaking in the United 
States in the 21st century is a big business.

The foundation of today’s behemoths 
can be traced to several of the California 
pioneers who travailed in the post-
Prohibition era and the financial 
calamities of the Great Depression.

Last week I explored the legacy of the 
Mondavi brothers, Peter and Robert. 
This week, my focus is on the tumultuous 
history of the Gallo brothers, Ernest and 
Julio.

E.&J. Gallo Winery is today the largest 
privately owned wine company in the 
world. The founding brothers rose from 
humble and tragic beginnings to become 
well-respected businessmen, leaving 
behind an enviable legacy (14 family 
members are active in the business) and a 

vast roster of 90 brand names.  
Ernest was born in 1909 and Julio a 

year later. Their parents began selling 
grapes during Prohibition. But the 
family business suffered during the Great 
Depression. In 1933, distraught, their 
father murdered his wife and committed 
suicide.

On his own at 24 years old, Ernest 
decided to become a winemaker and 
convinced his brother to join 
him. The only problem was 
that they had no experience 
as winemakers. 

Self-taught, they started 
the E.&J. Gallo Winery, 
with Ernest heading up sales 
and marketing and Julio 
focusing on the vineyards. They quickly 
exploited a niche for cheap wines – Carlo 
Rossi, Thunderbird and Ripple – that 
had mass appeal, yet garnered them 
an early reputation for unappealing, 
unsophisticated wines.

However, building off these cash 
cows, the Gallo brothers embarked on 
a massive campaign to upgrade their 
vineyard management techniques, 
winery operations, marketing efforts 
– and their image. With little fanfare, 
beginning in the 1990s, they practiced 
sustainable grape growing and introduced 
environmental-friendly winemaking 
processes. Today they are considered 

a leader in sustainable grape and wine 
production. Unfortunately, their image 
remained mired in their self-inflicted bad 
press of the post-Prohibition era.

Beginning in 1993, the Gallos sought 
another tactic to enhance their image. 
They began marketing domestic and 
imported wines under private labels, 
with no mention of “Gallo” to be found 
on labels. Today, Gallo brands span low-

end and premium brands, 
generating estimated annual 
revenue approaching $4 
billion, on sales of more 
than 80 million cases. They 
employ 6,000 workers 
worldwide.

Another successful tale 
of attaining the American Dream by 
following one’s passion and persevering 
through the ebbs and flows of daily life. 

Next week we leap into the halcyon 
decades of boutique wineries and virtual 
winemakers.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

The Next Chapter in the Legacy of California’s Wine Pioneers

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio
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GIRLS’ 
BASKETBALL

2015-16
A Look Back

Fox Lane standout Maria Violante searches for an 
open teammate.

Valhalla’s Kaylie Dymek tries to dribble past Pleasantville’s 
Kristie Guttridge.

Emily O’Mahoney of  Fox Lane drives to the basket 
vs. Somers.

Ashley Polera of  Byram Hills dribbles across the 
3-point arc late in the season.

Briarcliff’s Jackie Contento shoots the ball on the 
run early in the season.

Valhalla’s Sam Morillo tries to score inside 
vs. Irvington in the Class B semifinal at the 
Westchester County Center.        Westlake star guard Natalie Alfieri handles the ball 

near the top of  the key.

Valhalla eighth-grader Shelby Sekinski drives the 
baseline during a Vikings’ playoff  victory.

Maggie Croke of  Byram Hills drives to the basket 
vs. Eastchester.

Ashley Rosenberg of  Horace Greeley gets inside 
for a bucket.

Eighth-grader Alana Lombardi of  Briarcliff  shoots 
the ball in between Westlake’s Lauren Holzer and 
Emily Sardo.
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Horace Greeley’s Brianna Gadaleta passes the 
ball vs. Mahopac at the season-opening Lakeland 
tourney.   

Pleasantville’s Amanda Skopetos rises for a short 
jump shot in a home game vs. Briarcliff.

Briarcliff  freshman Maddie Plank rises in the lane 
for a shot during a Bears home game.

Pleasantville’s Skylar Schneeweiss tries to dribble 
around Valhalla’s Kaylie Dymek.

Westlake’s Jamie Perfito pulls down a rebound in a 
home game vs. Briarcliff.

Sorvina Carr sends up a left-handed shot in the lane 
during a Fox Lane home game.

Sofia Mazza of  Valhalla gets set to shoot as she’s 
chased by Pleasantville’s Isabelle Minerva (4) and 
Paige Long.

Lauren Holzer of  Westlake sends up a 
shot from the free-throw line.

Fox Lane guard Tara Lombardi pulls up for a jumper 
at the top of  the key.

Briarcliff’s Kelly Monaghan searches for a 
teammate in the Bears’ win at Westlake.

Paige Long of  Pleasantville and KC Hamlin of  Briarcliff  set their sights 
on a rebound.

Byram Hills’ Maggie Walsh pushes the 
ball near midcourt during a Bobcat home 
game.

Greeley’s Lauren Brown sails through traffic in the 
lane during a game at John Jay.
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A Great Run Ends
for CYO Hoopsters

A Little Local Flavor
in the Visitors’ Dugout

The Holy Innocents 8th Grade CYO basketball team was runner-up at the recent  
Westchester/Putnam championship game. The Friars entered the title game with 
a perfect 26-0 record over two seasons before losing a tight game against Our 
Lady of  Sorrows of  White Plains.  

Former Valhalla High School baseball standout Sergio Osorio, now a freshman 
infielder for Concordia College, swings the bat during last Thursday’s game at 
Pace University. Osorio had one hit in the game, but his team lost 3-0 to the 
Setters.

Healthcare That Revolves
Around You.

 caremountmedical.com

For more information, 
visit our website:

CareMount Medical is a service mark 
of CareMount Medical, PC.

Mount Kisco Medical Group has changed  
its name to CareMount Medical 
We are the same company and people you know. 
Founded in 1946, we are a community practice dedicated to  
bringing the best care to our patients close to home. Over the 
years, we’ve grown to have a regional presence and a national 
reputation for talent, technology, and quality medical care. 
Visit one of CareMount Medical’s 500 physicians and affiliated 
medical practitioners in more than 40 locations. 
Everything we do revolves around you.

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878 • advertising@theexaminernews.com

SmALL NEwS iS BiG NEwS
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Pace’s Angela Kelly scores a goal late in the second half  of  Saturday’s home game vs. the 
Southern New Hampshire Penmen. 

Casey Gelderman passes the ball from behind the cage in 
Saturday’s game. She had three goals and now has 11 this 
season for the 3-1 Setters. 

The Setters’ Stephanie Chadnick runs the ball up 
the field in the first half  of  Saturday’s home game 
vs. Southern New Hampshire.

The Setters’ Makayla McDermott maneuvers 
along the right sideline during the 14-10 
home loss to SNHU.                  

Courtney Pabst, who had a goal and three assists, 
passes the ball during Saturday afternoon’s loss 
to Southern New Hampshire.

Amanda Dickerson passes the ball in the second 
half  of  Pace’s 14-10 NE-10 Conference loss to 
SNHU.

The Setters’ Alec Petrone dashes toward second base 
during last Thursday’s home game at Finnerty Field.

Frank Mayo runs to third base in Pace’s win over the 
visiting Clippers.

Pace University’s Ryan Aquino delivers a pitch 
during one of  his six shutout innings vs. visiting 
Concordia on Thursday afternoon.

Pace shortstop Brett Bittiger chases after 
a grounder in last week’s 3-0 win. 

Junior southpaw Anthony Rocco pitches in relief  in 
Pace’s 3-0 victory over Concordia last Thursday.

Pace outfielder John Kukura, currently 
batting .351, blasted a home run leading 
off  the bottom of  the first inning in the 
win over Concordia. 

Michael Salmonese watches the ball leave his bat 
in the sixth inning of  last week’s 3-0 win over 
Concordia College. 

FOCUS ON 
PACE
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