
By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Town Board last week 

unanimously approved the 100 percent 
green energy option for the electricity 
it will acquire through participation 
in the cost-saving community choice 
aggregation program.

Last Tuesday’s decision by the town 
board to derive its electricity exclusively 
through wind, solar and other renewable 
sources, will be the default option for 
residents. Customers who prefer a 
slightly greater cost savings by choosing 
more standard energy sources through 
a “brown” option or who don’t want to 
take part in the program altogether may 
call to opt out.

New Castle is the first of the 20 
participating municipalities that 

signed up for the program now called 
Westchester Smart Power to commit to 
the green option. 

“If we can use the renewable energy 
we can use much less gas, much less coal, 
much less nuclear and at some point 
we won’t use any of these,” said Steven 
Wolk, chairman of the New Castle 
Sustainable Advisory Board. “So that is 
really the goal, where we can purchase 
this renewable (energy) to reduce these 
greenhouse gases that are created from 
fossil fuels and nuclear.”

Sustainable Westchester, a consortium 
of local governments that pursues 
environmentally sustainable choices and 
is sponsoring the Westchester Smart 
Power effort, announced last Thursday 
that it selected ConEdison Solutions 

By Arthur Cusano
The next iteration of a proposed 

assisted living facility on Bedford Road 
in Pleasantville faces an uncertain 
future with no indication from the 
majority of village board members on 
where they may stand with the project.

Bedford Road Partners and Sunrise 
Senior Living, a company that specializes 
in building and operating senior care 
facilities, are looking to build a three-
story structure containing between 75 
and 85 units on the four-acre parcel at 
70 Bedford Rd. owned by the United 
Methodist Church of Pleasantville.

The developer told village trustees at 
a work session last month that the new 
plan is not markedly different than the 
Benchmark Senior Living proposal that 

was narrowly rejected two years ago, 
but has a few notable differences. There 
is a larger wooded buffer between the 
proposed building and neighboring 
residents and it is built into the incline 
of the land to make it appear smaller. 

Sunrise is also willing to build a small 
community center on the premises that 
would host senior programs and other 
activities for village residents.

Village Trustee Steven Lord, who 
voted against the Benchmark proposal 
in June 2014 along with Mayor Peter 
Scherer, said it was far too early for him 
to make any comment. Trustee Joseph 
Stargiotti, who was elected last year and 
wasn’t on the board for the Benchmark 
vote, said he also was withholding 
comment for now until he had more 

By Neal Rentz
A federal lawsuit alleges that a former 

owner of a Mount Kisco commercial 
building failed to disclose the site had 
previously housed hazardous materials 
used to make the first American atomic 
bomb.

Mark Stagg, the current majority 
owner of 105 Kisco Ave., is suing 11 
defendants, including Pound Ridge 
resident Paul Carozza, the previous 
owner of the site. Stagg also names the 
Village of Mount Kisco, the Westchester 
County Department of Health, the federal 
government and six companies in the 
litigation.

Carozza and his partner, the late George 
Griffin Jr. who was a longtime village 
trustee, were affiliated with Richard’s 
Lumber & Building Materials Center 
from 1980 to 2012, which was housed on 
the property. 

The civil action was filed in federal 
court in White Plains on Feb. 3, 2015, by 
Mount Kisco Associates LLC, which is 
seeking a reported $3.2 million. Stagg is 
also looking to terminate his operating 
agreement “due solely to the massive 
fraud” of Carozza about the “radioactive 
property,” according to the suit.

Court papers also stated that the 
building has a long history of radiological 
contamination stemming from activities 
undertaken at the location for the 
development of the atomic bomb during 
World War II.

The property was originally 
contaminated as a result of uranium 
and radium processing by the Canadian 
Radium and Uranium Corp., according to 
the plaintiff ’s action. The firm could not 
be reached for comment last week.

The suit also contends the Village of 
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The Mount Kisco Ancient Fife and Drum Corps was one of  dozens of  groups and organizations 
that marched in the village’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade last Saturday, an annual event in advance 
of  Thursday’s holiday. The parade was much to the delight of  village residents who lined Main  
Street on a sun-splashed March afternoon. For more photos, see page 19.
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KILLER CRAMPS AREN’T NORMAL
What you need to know about Endometriosis…

F. Michael Shaw, MD
Director, Division of Gynecology
Institute for Robotic & Minimally Invasive Surgery
Northern Westchester Hospital 
nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrShaw

400 East Main Street | Mount Kisco, NY 10549 | 914.666.1200 | www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor

Did You Know? 
Women who have a mother or sister 
with endometriosis are six times more 
likely to develop the condition.*

Q: Can endometriosis be treated?   
A: Yes. Treatment starts with over-the-counter pain medications such as ibuprofen 
(Advil, Motrin) or naproxen (Aleve). If that doesn’t ease the pain, many women benefit 
from hormone treatment, such as birth control pills or other hormone-blocking 
drugs that help shrink the endometrial growths. If symptoms persist, surgery may 
offer a solution. A hysterectomy can give relief for women who are not planning to 
have children; for women hoping to preserve fertility, a more conservative surgical 
procedure called resection can target and remove endometrial growths. Don’t 
assume that agonizing, lengthy periods are normal. Get yearly exams and be sure 
to discuss any symptoms you find bothersome.

*National Institutes of Health 

Q: What can cause excessive pain before, during, and after my period?  
A: A potential cause is endometriosis. Endometrial cells released by the endometrium 
– the tissue that lines a woman’s uterus – latch onto the ovaries, bowel, or elsewhere 
in the pelvis. The new tissue behaves the same as it does in the uterus: It thickens, 
breaks down, and bleeds with each menstrual cycle. This can irritate the surrounding 
tissue, leading to pain and excessive bleeding.

Q: How can I tell if I have endometriosis?  
A: Symptoms can include painful periods; pain during intercourse; pain during bowel 
movements or urination, especially during your period; excessive bleeding and infertility. 
In fact, endometriosis is often first diagnosed when a woman is seeking infertility 
treatment. It can also be mistaken for other conditions that cause pelvic pain which is 
why it is important to tell your OB/GYN if you experience any of these symptoms. 

You may get a pelvic exam to check for possible cysts or scarring. Ultrasound can also reveal 
the presence of cysts or scarring, but the only way to accurately diagnose endometriosis is 
with a procedure called laparoscopy. A surgeon makes a tiny incision near the naval and 
inserts a small camera called a laparoscope to look for endometrial growths.

Watch Dr. Shaw discuss da Vinci robot-assisted 
surgery and gynecologic surgery at 
www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrShaw 
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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By Martin Wilbur
A Rye city councilwoman officially 

launched her campaign on Friday 
for the 37th state Senate District seat 
looking to help the Republicans capture 
a district the party has long coveted. 

Julie Killian, who has served the 
past four years on the city council, 
announced her candidacy at Rye Town 
Park, where she pledged to aggressively 
fight substance abuse, work to provide 
tax and mandate relief and improve 
public schools and support term limits.

If Killian is the Republican nominee, 
she will take on take on two-term 
Democratic incumbent and fellow Rye 
resident George Latimer in November. 
The district extends from a portion 
of Yonkers, through the Sound Shore 
communities, White Plains, North 
Castle and Bedford.

In her remarks, she said state 
government’s spending and taxing have 
been excessive and needs reform.

“I don’t care if you’re a Democrat 
or a Republican in Albany, if you are 
ready for change and want to make 
government a little smarter and work 
better for the taxpayer then I will 
work with you,” said Killian, who has 

served various local organizations and 
was on the county’s Charter Review 
Commission from 2011 to 2014. “We 
simply have to work together for the 
greater good.”

Killian, who earned a chemical 
engineering degree from Notre Dame 
and worked in finance at Merrill Lynch 
and Citibank for 13 years, said if elected 
she would work to get public schools the 
financial aid needed to be successful. 
She also said there must be meaningful 
mandate relief and pension reform to 
ease the burden on schools and local 
governments.

A co-founder of Rye Action for 
Children and Teens (RyeACT), which 
helps educate youngsters on the dangers 
of drugs, Killian said she would press 
for a bigger commitment from the state 
on substance abuse issues. 

“We have a heroin crisis,” said Killian, 
who has five children and lives with her 
husband, Gary. “It is of grave concern. 
But we also have a crisis with alcohol 
and marijuana that most people don’t 
fully recognize.”

Killian said she wants to streamline 
regulations that make New York one of 
the least friendly business states in the 

nation. She is also a supporter of term 
limits.

Latimer, who also served on the Rye 
City Council before becoming a county 
and state legislator, said he isn’t familiar 
with Killian’s work or her public record 
but has seen her at local functions 

previously. 
He said he expects a tough race 

because over the past two election cycles 
the county and state Republicans have 
outspent him and have been targeting 
his seat in hopes of expanding their thin 
advantage in the Senate.

“I think I’m the only senator of the 
63 senators that has been outspent the 
last two elections and has won,” Latimer 
said. “I think the money isn’t a dominant 
factor but it is a factor, so I have to make 
up for it in shoe leather.”

Killian said she would make a 
successful transition from local 
government to the state Senate because 
she takes time to understand each issue, 
listen to all stakeholders and come up 
with fact-driven and common sense 
solutions.

“I am a mother, a neighbor, a 
longtime community volunteer, and a 
deeply concerned citizen,” Killian said. 
“Everyone who knows me understands 
exactly why I’m running for State 
Senate. I love New York but I am deeply 
concerned about our New York state 
government. Regular people like me 
have lost confidence in Albany.”

Julie Killian announced her candidacy last week for 
the 37th state Senate District against incumbent 
George Latimer.

Rye Councilwoman to Challenge Latimer for State Senate
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information.
Multiple calls to Scherer for comment 

were not returned by press time.
But trustees Mindy Berard and 

Colleen Griffin-Wagner both said they 
had a favorable view of the proposal. 
Both women voted in favor of the 
Benchmark proposal and said such 
a facility would be a good fit for the 
village.

“I have a lot of confidence in 
Sunrise,” Berard said. “They did a great 
presentation.”

Berard said she liked the proposed 
community center and the increased 
buffer between the development and 
neighbors, and the fact that the new 
proposal has less units.

“It’s low impact, it’s needed in the 
community and it’s a for-profit that 
adds needed (tax) revenue,” she said.

One of the concerns raised during 
the Benchmark project debate was 
the change in zoning from residential 
to a floating zone that would enable 
the facility to be built. Some residents 
voiced concerns that the change could 
be exploited by other developers to 
build similar facilities on residential 
properties. Berard said that steps could 
be taken to ensure that didn’t happen.

Griffin-Wagner, who lives near the 
proposed site, said she also wanted to 
make sure the zoning was airtight to 
ensure other developments don’t pop 
up elsewhere in Pleasantville.  

“The proposal sounds promising,” 
said Griffin-Wagner of the Sunrise 
plan. “We need to hear the details and 
the changes in zoning.”

She also said she hoped residents would 
not get confused by misinformation 
spread by project opponents.

“Last time there was a lot of 
misinformation, too much confusion,” 
Griffin-Wagner said.

Sunrise was scheduled to host 
an informational meeting with 
neighborhood residents last night 
(Monday) at the Methodist Church. 
Resident Eileen West, who lives at 
Foxwood Condominiums across the 
street from the site, was an outspoken 
opponent of the Benchmark plan. She 
said she hadn’t seen the new plan but 
did not expect it to be much different.

“My only comment is that the 
proposal has been defeated before and 
there doesn’t seem to be much of a 
change from the Benchmark plan,” she 
said.

Mount Kisco later took possession of the 
property and “negligently demolished the 
processing facility under the supervision 
of Teledyne and/or Westwood companies, 
which are also being sued. Neither of 
those firms could be reached for comment 
last week.

Stagg is alleging Carozza, his former 
business partner, perpetrated fraud “by 
concealing all information about the 
radioactive contaminants” at the property.

“Carozza actively hid government 
investigations and reports revealing 
the contamination from Stagg,” the suit 
alleges. “Carozza did not just mislead 
plaintiffs but also hid the contamination 
at every turn.”  

Messages left last week for Richard 
Anthony De Palma, the attorney 
representing Carozza, were not returned. 
The companies being sued either had 
nonworking phones numbers or did not 
return messages.

Mount Kisco Village Attorney Whitney 
Singleton said last week the village 
was seeking to have the suit against it 
dismissed. 

“The village has never undertaken 
any action/contamination/remediation 
regarding the property,” Singleton said. 
“All demolition of the Canadian Radium 

and Uranium Company and subsequent 
remediation predated any ownership 
interests of the village in either the subject 
property (now the hardware store) or the 
adjoining Railroad Avenue.”

Singleton said the property in question, 
(formerly Richard’s Home Center/L.B. 
Richards) was previously owned by the 
Pregel family, which owned Canadian 
Radium and Uranium The site was 
demolished in the mid to late 1960s before 
the village’s ownership, he said. 

The village currently owns Railroad 
Avenue and Kisco Avenue through a deed 
dating back to 1973 and other vacant land 
acquired in 1975, Singleton said. 

Mount Kisco Named in Atomic Bomb 
Site Contamination Suit
continued from page 1

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The building at 105 Kisco Ave. in Mount Kisco that 
is the focus of  a federal lawsuit.

continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
After months of deliberation, the 

North Castle Town Board last week 
amended the zoning code to allow a 
developer to build a single-structure 
multifamily senior residence on Old 
Mount Kisco Road.

Applicant Frank Madonna received 
approval from the board by a 4-1 vote 
at its March 9 meeting to switch the 
plans from 14 units in five smaller 
townhouse structures to a single 
building containing 16 units. The 
townhouses would have been closer to 
the three-acre parcel’s perimeter but the 
larger building will be built toward the 
center the property where the elevation 
is lower and the structure can be more 
effectively screened from neighbors, 
Madonna contended throughout the 
discussions.

Officials struggled with the choice 
during the course of multiple sessions. 
Town board action was needed to 
increase the minimum required 
setbacks and allow the building to go 
from two to two-and-a-half stories. 
Despite the change, the structure’s 
maximum allowable height remains at 
30 feet.

One of the key issues was whether 
the size of the building would be 
out of character with the area. At a 
series of public hearings, most of the 

neighboring homeowners on Mount 
Kisco Road sided with the larger single 
structure because it would be moved 50 
feet from the property line rather than 
the 10- to 15-foot setbacks with the 
townhouses.

Councilman Barry Reiter said he 
based his support for the one building 
because it received greater backing 
from neighboring residents and was 
recommended by town Director of 
Planning Adam Kaufman.

“I hear the residents prefer the one 
building rather than the townhouses 
for a number of reasons – location, 
setbacks, height,” Reiter said. “And I 
also have to listen to what Adam has 
to say, his recommendation, and he 
believes the project as they’re showing 
it now is a better project and works a 
lot nicer.”

Had Madonna failed to receive 
approval for the single structure 
he would have proceeded with the 
townhouse plan. The town granted 
approval for the townhouses last year.

The dissenting vote came from 
Councilman Jose Berra, who pointed 
to the size of the building as being 
inappropriate for a neighborhood that 
is overwhelmingly residential. 

He also strongly opposed moving from 
fee simple taxation for the townhouses to 
the lower condominium taxes that will 

be paid by the unit owners and believes 
the project will compromise safety on 
Route 128. The project’s entrance and 
exit has been shifted to the busier state 
road from Old Mount Kisco Road. 

Factoring in the extra density and the 
lack of a clear and compelling reason 
to authorize the change, Berra said he 
couldn’t support the revised plan.

“All of a sudden we’re changing to 
condo taxes, which costs the town 
money and I don’t understand doing that 
without getting an extra benefit,” Berra 
said. “I like the idea of keeping seniors in 
town, but I don’t think that giving condo 
tax on this project in that way will be 
an effective way to help keep seniors in 
town.”

Supervisor Michael Schiliro, who 
had been painstakingly weighing the 
matter, said he grappled with whether 
the building’s size would be appropriate 
rather than the taxation issue.

“I’m better with the single structure 
but I’m not comfortable with the design,” 
he said. 

While the planning board and 
architectural review board will have 
authority over the design elements, 
the town board could formally make 
recommendations regarding the 
building’s appearance, Kaufman said. 

Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto 
said she liked photos Madonna displayed 

of a stone wall with a white fence on top 
in front of large homes in Greenwich in 
an effort to further screen and break up 
the building’s appearance. 

The project’s benefit to the town is that 
Madonna will be connecting eight Old 
Mount Kisco Road properties to sewers 
at his expense, Schiliro said. He has 
already agreed to hook up eight other 
properties to sewers after approval of a 
separate application for six single-family 
houses last month on a nearby parcel 

Plans call for the units to be about 
1,800 square feet compared to about 
2,500 square feet with the townhouses.

No. Castle Amends Code for Single-Structure Senior Residence

“Offering you one-of-a kind service”
Now in two locations

For over 70 years, Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services has helped families say farewell to loved ones 
in a special way. They have used our funeral home 

because of our reputation for highly personalized 
services delivered with unprecedented attention to 

detail and the utmost respect.  

In order to better serve the families in our area 
and offer greater convenience, we have added 
an additional facility. With the acquisition of the 
former McElroy-Flynn Funeral Home, families  
can be assured they will receive the same 
caring, personal service they have come to 
expect from Ballard-Durand in White Plains  
and now in Elmsford.

We encourage you to call us if you have any 
questions, or stop by for a personal tour.

©2012 MKJ Marketing

2 Maple Avenue  •  White Plains, NY  •  914-949-0566
72 East Main Street  •  Elmsford, NY  •  914-592-6300 

www.BallardDurand.com
Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/BallardDurand

Mat thew J .  F ior i l lo ,  Owner /Funera l  D i rec tor

Once again Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is proud to be one of 
the nearly 1000 Veterans & Family Memorial Care providers across America that 
is participating in this year’s annual VFMC Stockings for Soldiers initiative. Last 

years program was a huge success. From now thru December 2nd please stop in 
to either funeral home location to pick-up a Free Stocking to take home, decorate 
and stuff with holiday cheer. You will receive a list of recommended items along 

with the free stocking. Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services will ship the 
stockings at their expense, to troops abroad in time for the holidays. “Sending 

our heroes some good tidings and holiday cheer is a great way for us to show our 
support and appreciation for the sacrifi ces they make to keep our country safe 
and secure”said Matthew Fiorillo, owner of Ballard-Durand Funeral & Crema-

tion Services. In addition Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services is also an 
offi cial drop off center for Cell Phones for Soldiers. Please bring in your old cell 

phones to help our troops call home this holiday season. The old cell phones are 
recycled and turned into free calling cards for our heroes. To date VFMC Providers 
nationwide have collected enough old cell phones to provide our troops overseas 
with nearly 4 Million free calling minutes. You may stop by either of our locations 

now thru December 1st on Monday thru Friday between the hours of 9am and 
2pm to pick-up your Free stocking or drop off an old cell phone. 

Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation Services, 
One-of-a-kind service now in two locations: 

STOCKINGS FOR SOLDIERS
Send our troops a little taste of home for the holidays. 

Advertorial

Question: How can I be certain that the funer-
al home I choose is taking the careful steps to  
protect mine and my loved one’s identity?

Answer:
Identity theft is real for those living and de-
ceased.  Ask questions and make sure the funer-
al home you choose clearly outlines their “Stan-
dards of Care” or the steps they take to protect 
you and your deceased loved one’s sensitive per-
sonal information. 

It’s called “ghosting,” and because it can take six 
months for financial institutions, credit-report-
ing bureaus and the Social Security Administra-
tion to receive, share or register death records, 
the thieves have ample time to run up charges. 
Plus, of course, the dead cannot monitor their 
credit — and often, neither do their grieving 
survivors.  This time of year, criminals may file 
tax returns under the identities of the dead, col-
lecting refunds from the IRS.

Sometimes, crooks obtain personal information 
from hospitals or funeral homes. The crime be-
gins with thieves hacking a Wi-Fi signal or any 
case management software which contains all 
of the deceased individual’s vital information as 
well as the next of kin’s. With a name, address 
and birth date in hand, they can illicitly purchase 

the person’s Social Security number on the In-
ternet for as little as $10.

The only good news here is that surviving family 
members are ultimately not responsible for such 
charges (or for legitimate debts of the dead if 
their names are not on the accounts). But ghost-
ing can still cause plenty of angst. So protect 
yourself by making sure that the funeral home is 
aware of the risks and is taking the steps to pro-
tect you and your family.

Simple steps you may take personally are using 
certified mail when sending death certificates to 
banks, insurers, brokerages and credit card and 
mortgage companies where the deceased held 
accounts. If you’re closing an individual account, 
make sure the institution lists “Closed: Account 
Holder Is Deceased” as the reason. For joint ac-
counts, remove the deceased’s name as soon as 
possible.  Most funeral homes should report a 
death to Social Security immediately.  Contact 
the department of motor vehicles to cancel the 
deceased’s driver’s license, to prevent duplicates 
from being issued to fraudsters.

We at Ballard-Durand have taken measures be-
yond those of others in our field to protect your 
data because we believe this is important to do.

The following is the fifth in a series of  
columns from Matthew Fiorillo, of  
Ballard-Durand Funeral & Cremation 
Services. The columns deal with issues 
families must deal with prior to and after 
a loved one passes away.

HELP BEGINS HERE!

P l e a s a n t v i l l e  C.A.R.E.S.
Providing substance abuse education, support, resources, & hope

STOP THE STIGMA ~ START THE CONVERSATION

JOIN US!! 
EVERY MONDAY NIGHT STARTING FEBRUARY 29th, 2016

Free, weekly drop-in support group for parents and other concerned 
family members whose loved ones are using or abusing mind-altering 

substances.  Experienced substance abuse counselors facilitate dialogue 
that assists families in accessing valuable information & 

therapeutic resources.

For more information, call  855-406-0246 or 914-907-8899

© The C.A.R.E.S. Group 2016
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for the two-year, $150 million contract 
to provide the lower cost energy. 
ConEdison Solutions is the deregulated 
subsidiary for Consolidated Edison, Inc.

The contract, which locks in a rate for 
the next two years, includes the “clean 
green” option using renewable energy or 
the “brown” energy option, which uses 
fossil fuels and nuclear power.

Wolk said both options will save 
customers money. The green option 
costs 7.681 cents per kilowatt hour while 
the brown energy choice will cost .7381 
cents per kilowatt hour. Over the course 
of a year, based on the most recent 
12-month averages, the typical New 
Castle household will save $46.15 on 
their electric bill with the green option 
and $79.84 with the brown option.

The price per kilowatt hour in New 
Castle over the 12-month average is 
8.092 cents, Wolk said. He said by 
having about 110,000 households 
bundled together in the 20 participating 
municipalities Sustainable Westchester 
was able to secure a cheaper rate from 
the energy service company.

Town Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
said the goal for the town in enrolling 
in the program was to save residents 
money and to help the environment, 

and Westchester Smart Power helps to 
accomplish both.

“We are proud to be leaders in this 
area,” Greenstein said. “We hope to 
send a signal to other municipalities in 
Westchester to follow our lead to be 100 
percent green and save money.” 

Sustainable Westchester estimates that 
the rates will go into effect by May 1. All 
electricity customers in participating 
communities will be receiving a letter 
from their municipality.

“The success of Community Choice 
enables a transformative shift in the way 
we buy and use electricity, and soon 
energy in New York, as the program 
goes forward, consumers will also 
benefit from savings attributed to peak 
demand reductions, renewable energy 
generation and energy efficiencies,” said 
Mike Gordon, co-chair of Sustainable 
Westchester.

Pleasantville, Mount Kisco and Bedford 
are among the other municipalities that 
signed up for Westchester Smart Power.

Due to increased demand and 
enthusiasm from area homeowners, 
leaders of the Solarize Somers-New 
Castle campaign announced last week 
they are extending the program pricing 
until March 31. 

Solarize Somers-New Castle launched 
in late October 2015 offering steep 
community solar discounts. Since then 
local volunteers along with the program’s 
pre-qualified and vetted installer partner, 
Direct Energy Solar, have hosted nearly 
10 educational workshops and tabling 
events across the region. More than 400 
residents have signed up for a free, no-
obligation site assessment and more than 
60 homeowners have signed contracts 
helping the program reach its lowest 
possible price. 

As the campaign nears 75 new solar 
homes, Direct Energy Solar has offered 
to donate a five-kilowatt solar system 
to both towns to be installed at a 
community-chosen site. Not only does 
this donation reward the local volunteer 
teams, but it proves Direct Energy Solar’s 
commitment to helping Somers and New 
Castle be leading green communities in 
Westchester County.

Although no additional workshops 
are scheduled for the campaign, 
residents interested in learning more 

about the program can visit www.
SolarizeWestchester.com/Somers-
NewCastle to view a recently recorded 
webinar presentation. This presentation 
explains how solar works and goes into 
greater detail about how homeowners can 
finance their systems. 

Solarize Somers-New Castle currently 
leads all the communities that are part 
of Solarize Westchester’s current round 
in contracts signed. Homeowners can 
still sign up for a free, no-obligation solar 
assessment on the program website or by 
calling Direct Energy Solar at 800-903-
6130. Commercial property owners have 
until late April.

Solarize Somers-New Castle Campaign 
Extended Through March 31

A house with the first installation of  solar panels 
in New Castle under the Solarize Somers-New 
Castle campaign.
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By Arthur Cusano
A new audit report by the state 

comptroller’s office recommends changes 
in the way the Pleasantville School District 
handles its fund balance, but district 
officials say their current system is working 
just fine.

The report, released by the office of 
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli on March 
8, states that adopted budgets from 2010-11 
through 2014-15 included underestimated 
revenues, overestimated expenditures and 
appropriated fund balance that was not 
used to fund operations. 

The district had three reserves totaling 
about $3.8 million at the end of the 2014-
15 school year, according to the report.  

“Although the district properly 
established these reserves, the board and 
district officials have not established a 
reserve fund policy stating how much 
would be set aside in each reserve, how 
each reserve would be funded or when the 
reserve funds would be used,” the report 
states. “The three reserves were funded 
by transfers of surplus funds rather than 
budgeted appropriations that were voted 
on by district residents.”

The report also mentions the employee 
benefit accrued liability reserve (EBALR) 
and the retirement contribution reserve 
were not used effectively because related 
expenditures were funded from general 
budget appropriations. The retirement 
contribution reserve was funded in excess 
of the amount authorized by the board, the 
comptroller’s report stated.

“With the inclusion of unused 
appropriated fund balance and excessive 
reserves, the district’s fund balance exceeds 
the 4 percent statutory limit,” the report 
continued. “As a result, district officials 
have missed the opportunity to accumulate 
less fund balance, reduce the tax levy and 
increase the transparency of the budgeting 
process.”

Under state law the amount of fund 
balance retained by a school district cannot 
exceed 4 percent of the ensuing year’s 
budget. The state recommends excess 
amounts be used to lower real property 

taxes, increase necessary reserves, pay for 
onetime expenditures, pay down debt or 
establish reserves for specific purposes. 

The district had operating deficits in the 
last five school years by using fund balance. 
Although operating deficits were realized in 
each year, the amounts appropriated were 
not fully used to fund operations because 
the district consistently underestimated 
revenues and overestimated expenditures, 
according to the report.

Superintendent of Schools Mary Fox-
Alter said the district is taking a more 
conservative route with its fund balance 
due to what she called a “perfect storm” of 
unfunded and underfunded mandates, a 
near zero tax cap and the state’s failure to 
fully restore state aid.  

“Failure by Albany to address these 
issues has forced many districts, 
including (Pleasantville), to adopt a very 
conservative economic philosophy,” Fox-
Alter said. “This philosophy includes the 
use of our reserves and the constant search 
for efficiencies in the current budget. Not 
only is that approach in the best interest 
of our taxpayers and students, it is sound 
economics. The positive balances that are 
achieved through this process are used 
to pay it forward in next year’s budget 
process.”  

Fox-Alter said the district is very 
transparent with its fund balance 
philosophy and wants to avoid problems 
that other districts have faced due to 
funding shortfalls that can also affect the 
district’s bond rating.

“We’re constantly searching for 
efficiencies in our budget,” Fox-Alter said. 
“We use 98 percent of our budget.”

Board of Education President Shane 
McGaffey said the issue boils down to 
a difference in philosophy between the 
district and the state.

“I find it perplexing for them to say we’ve 
done everything absolutely legal and then 
turn around and say, but we’d like you to 
do it this way,” McGaffey said. “And that’s 
exactly what they’re doing.”

The audit also neglects to take into 
account other financial obligations, he 

said.
“What they fail to say in the audit is last 

year we put in $560,000 of fund balance 
into the (facility improvement) bond 
project to keep it budget neutral,” McGaffey 
said. “And in the next few months we’ll 

be paying out another $1 million in tax 
certioraris.”

The board has also approved the use of 
fund balance to close budget gaps ranging 
from $3.1 million in 2010 to $1.5 million 
for the current year, he added.

Mt. Pleasant’s $58.9M School 
Budget Addresses Infrastructure

P’ville Schools Discount State Audit, Defend Fiscal Planning

By Neal Rentz 
Mount Pleasant Superintendent of 

Schools Dr. Susan Guiney last week 
proposed a $58.9 million 2016-17 budget 
carrying a 4.7 percent tax rate increase that 
continues to make needed infrastructure 
improvements throughout the district 

Despite the sizeable tax rate increase, 
the budget, unveiled at the March 9 board 
of education meeting, is below the tax 
cap. There would be a $195,606 spending 
decrease from the current year’s $59.1 
million budget because the district is 
curtailing spending due to a reduction in 
revenue, primarily because of decreasing 
tuition for out-of-district special education 
districts, Guiney said.

Also, state aid is estimated to increase 
about $65,000, she said.

An average district homeowner with a 
house assessed at $8,300 would have their 
school taxes rise $455 next year. 

The tax levy would jump by 3.4 percent, 
but because of a series of complicated 
calculations, including the growth factor 
that allows any additional taxes generated 
in a municipality as a result of new 
construction not to count toward the cap, 
Mount Pleasant is under the levy ceiling.

In 2016, Mount Pleasant’s growth factor 
of 1.0210 is the highest of any school 
district in Westchester County. Only three 
other districts in the county – Byram Hills, 
Rye and Hastings-on-Hudson – have a 
growth factor at or above 1.01, according 
to the state Department of Taxation and 
Finance.

“The (Consumer Price Index) of 0.12 
percent is included in the calculation and 
when the calculation is complete, taking 
into account the items that can be excluded 
and included, the district’s cap is the 3.4 
percent,” Guiney said. “The sound bite 2 
percent or the CPI is really misleading and 
we, along with the other districts in New 
York have been saying this since the cap 
was put into place.”

Director of Business Administration 
Andrew Lennon said two capital projects 
included in next year’s budget are the 
replacement of an elevator at Westlake High 
School and Westlake Middle School and 
the purchase of a boiler heating pipe and 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
upgrades at Columbus Elementary School. 

In November 2014 and March 2015, 
school district residents overwhelmingly 
defeated multimillion bond issues to pay 
for infrastructure improvements, which 
would have permitted the district to 

borrow to pay for the work at mainly the 
middle school and high school. Starting 
this academic year, the district has been 
focusing on paying for capital projects 
through the annual budget, Lennon said. 

Guiney said the district included 
infrastructure projects in the 2015-16 
budget, such as new lighting and various 
renovations for Westlake High School 
gym locker rooms, upgrades for the high 
school guidance office, a new desk at the 
high school entrance so staff cam monitor 
visitors when they enter the building and 
new boilers at Columbus Elementary 
School. 

Lennon said a major emphasis in the 
proposed budget’s non-instructional 
component is security upgrades. The 
district plans to buy security cameras and 
radios to be used at the middle school and 
high school campus and provide additional 
security personnel for afterschool activities, 
he said. 

At last week’s meeting former district 
superintendent John Whearty asked school 
officials if money would be included in 
next year’s budget to repair the high school 
auditorium’s leaking ceiling. Guiney said 
there are no plans to replace the high 
school roof, but money would be available 
to continue making repairs to address the 
leaks. 

The instructional portion of the 
proposed budget will be discussed during 
this Wednesday’s board of education 
meeting scheduled for 8 p.m. at the middle 
school/high school library. 

The board is slated to adopt next year’s 
budget on Apr. 19 with a public hearing 
scheduled for May 4. The public will vote 
on the 2016-17 budget on May 17. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Pleasant School District’s Director 
of  Business Administration Andrew Lennon 
discussed the proposed 2016-17 budget at last 
week’s board of  education meeting.

The Lions Share
Mary Ellen Higgins and Richard 
Bosco of  the Valhalla Lions Club 
helped collect nonperishable food 
items last Saturday outside the 
Acme supermarket in Thornwood 
as part of  the service organization’s 
food drive. Higgins, Bosco and 
other volunteers from the club 
also accepted monetary donations 
as part of  the effort. All food and 
money collected last week will go 
to the Interfaith Emergency Food 
Pantry in Pleasantville. Organizers 
hope to continue the drive on a 
recurring basis.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
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Dean Nicoletti
Dean T. Nicoletti of Valhalla passed 

away peacefully at home on March 12. 
She was 88.
Nicoletti was born on July 6, 1927, 

to the late Peter and Angela (nee Vitale) 
Tancredi in White Plains. She volunteered 
at Rosary Hill Home in Hawthorne. 

Nicoletti is survived by her devoted 
husband of 67 years and the love of 
her life, Michael Nicoletti; her loving 
children, Steven (Rachel) Nicoletti, James 
(Susan) Nicoletti and Donna (Tony) 
Guiffreda, all of Valhalla; one brother, 
Fred Tancredi, of White Plains; and her 
four cherished grandchildren, Andrea and 
Dana Guiffreda and Michael and Amanda 
Nicoletti. She was predeceased by one 
sister, Marie Anastasi. 

Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home today (Tuesday) from 2 to 4 p.m. 
and 7 to 9 p.m. Funeral services will be 
held there on Wednesday, March 16 at 
10 a.m. followed by interment at Mount 
Calvary Cemetery in Greenburgh. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to Rosary 
Hill Home, 600 Linda Ave., Hawthorne, 
N.Y. 10532 would be appreciated.

Pleasantville Police Department

March 2: A 49-year-old Pleasantville 
man was arrested at 11:20 p.m. following 
a traffic stop on Wheeler Avenue and 
charged with driving while intoxicated, 
a misdemeanor.

March 4: A 21-year-old Rye Brook 
man and a 23-year-old Pennsylvania 
man were arrested at 1:11 a.m. following 
a traffic stop on Marble Avenue and 
charged with unlawful possession of 
marijuana, a violation.

March 8: A 25-year-old Thornwood 
man was arrested at 10:12 p.m. following 
a traffic stop on Marble Avenue and 
charged with aggravated unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle, a 
misdemeanor.

North Castle Police Department

March 4: A complainant reported 
at 6:56 p.m. that she saw coyotes at 
Miller Hill Park earlier in the day. The 
caller stated that she now hears them 
in the area surrounding the park. The 
responding officer checked the area 
with negative results.

March 4: Report of a larceny on 
Washington Place East at 8:20 p.m. The 
complainant reported that he and his 
roommate returned to their residence 
after finishing work and noticed that 
property had been removed from their 
bedrooms. 

March 6: An anonymous caller 
reported that two youths were riding 
their bicycle on Route 120 at 12:47 a.m. 

The youths were described as wearing 
dark clothing and one had a backpack. 
The responding officer spoke to the 
father of one of the youths who said that 
his son and a friend went for a late night 
bike ride.

March 7: An IBM security employee 
reported at 6:39 a.m. that there is a 
female in a classroom who possibly 
broke her leg. The dispatching officer 
contacted 60 Control who dispatched 
the Armonk Fire Department. The 
party was transported to Northern 
Westchester Hospital.

March 7: A King Street resident 
reported at 8:05 p.m. that her residence 
has been burglarized. The complainant 

stated that upon returning home this 
evening the interior of the residence 
had been ransacked and a glass window 
pane on a rear door had been broken. 
The caller was advised to exit the 
premises with any other occupants and 
wait outside for the responding officers.

March 8: A caller reported at 8:31 
a.m. that five cars parked in a lot 
on Virginia Road had their catalytic 
converter stolen sometime overnight.

March 8: Report of illegally parked 
vehicles, possibly by Byram Hills High 
School students, on Sterling Road 
North at 2:05 p.m. The responding 
officer confirmed that summonses have 
been issued.

Obituaries

Police Blotter

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306
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Joseph Bonanno
Joseph A. Bonanno of Somers and 

formerly of Valhalla died on March 10. 
He was 82.
Bonanno was born on Apr. 23, 1933 to 

the late Joseph and Mary (nee Milone) 
Bonanno in New York City. He proudly 
served in the U.S. Army from 1956 to 
1961 and was a retired deli owner in 
Thornwood. 

He is survived by his devoted wife, 
Dolores (nee Padavan) Bonanno, of 
Somers; by his loving children, Joseph 
Bonanno of Valhalla, John Bonanno 
of Suwanne, Ga., Jeffrey Bonanno 
of New Milford, Conn. and JoyAnn 
Puleo of Sacramento, Calif.; two sisters, 
Janice Imundi of Larchmont and Anita 
Perrone of New Paltz; one brother, Natty 
Bonanno, of Port Chester; and nine 
cherished grandchildren, Nicholas, 
Brian, Kasey, Sophie, Alex, Claudia, 
Kailey, Alicia and Rorie. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on March 13. A funeral Mass was 
held at St. Joseph’s Church in Somers on 
March 14 followed by interment at Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne.
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Woman Pleads Guilty in Saw Mill 
Parkway Wrong-Way Crash 

A South Salem woman who caused a 
wrong-way crash on the Saw Mill Parkway 
last summer when her blood-alcohol level 
was more than twice the legal limit pleaded 
guilty last Wednesday to two charges 
stemming from that incident.

Tess Keegan, 22, was driving a 2010 Kia 
Forte a few minutes past midnight last Aug. 
7, heading southbound in the northbound 
lanes. She collided with another vehicle, 
a 2008 Toyota Camry driven by a male 
motorist, on a stretch of the parkway in 
New Castle, according to the Westchester 
County district attorney’s office. 

The crash pinned the man inside his car 
until he was extricated by the Pleasantville 
Fire Department. He survived the crash 
despite life threatening injuries.

The male driver was transported to 
Westchester County Medical Center with 
a left femoral fracture, fractures to his 
ribs, back and toe, a lung contusion and a 
laceration to his head requiring nine staples 
to close the wound. 

County police who responded to the 
scene noted that Keegan had no shoes on 
her feet, an odor of alcohol on her breath, 
glassy, bloodshot eyes and impaired 
coordination. She was arrested following 
the crash. 

A subsequent analysis of Keegan’s blood 
revealed that she operated her vehicle with a 
blood-alcohol content of .22 percent.  

Keegan pleaded guilty to one count of 
aggravated vehicular assault, a Class C 
felony, and violating a section of the state 
vehicle and traffic law, an unclassified 
misdemeanor. 

She is scheduled to be sentenced on June 1.
— Martin Wilbur 

Tess Keegan of  South Salem who pleaded guilty to 
causing a serious crash on the Saw Mill Parkway 
in New Castle last summer. She was found to be 
under the influence of  alcohol.
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By Martin Wilbur
Parental concerns over the possibility 

of serious injuries has prompted the Town 
of New Castle to expand its flag football 
program for next fall and scrap plans to 
offer tackle football.

Recreation & Parks Superintendent 
Robert Snyder said a recent survey 
administered by the department showed 
that that an overwhelming majority of the 
parents were worried for their children’s 
safety and would prefer to have the town 
offer the flag version of the sport instead.

Last fall, New Castle was unable to 
register enough children in grades 3-6 to 
have a tackle program, Snyder said.

“What we decided is that we needed to 
find an alternative because that’s what the 
community wants,” he said. 

In flag football, instead of the ball 
carrier being tackled to the ground to 
end the play, the defensive players must 
remove a flag or flag belt.

In the town’s survey that was sent to 
more than 300 households earlier this 
winter, Assistant Superintendent Bill 
Garrison said 75 percent of those parents 
who responded had indicated they had a 
concern for their child’s safety with tackle 
football. Meanwhile, 82 percent wanted 
the town’s recreation program to offer flag 
football for the children in those grades. 
The survey had a 25 percent response 
rate, he said.

Last fall the department offered flag 
football for children in grades 2 and 
3, Snyder said. This year, plans call for 
the program to be expanded to include 
children in grades 3-6.

Garrison said the move by the town 
doesn’t prevent children and parents in 
town who want to play tackle football. 

“The New Castle Youth Football 
League is now called Greeley Football 
and they offer a tackle program for the 
kids now,” said Garrison, adding that the 
two programs are not in competition with 
each other.

Greeley Football league is no longer 
partnering with the town, Snyder said. 
Philosophical differences unrelated 

to concerns of injuries or concussions 
caused a split between the town’s 
recreation department and the former 
New Castle Youth Football, he said. The 
town’s Recreation Commission voted to 
no longer recognize the league because of 
those differences.

Snyder said that the town recreation 
department’s purpose is to offer local 
children fun recreational opportunities 
and exercise.

“I don’t think we’re a feeder program 
for the high school,” he said. “Our goal is 
to provide the community with recreation 
and youth sports.”

Snyder said the flag football program 
will provide instruction and practice 

and weekly games at Recreation Field. 
There will be a third- and fourth-grade 
division and another for grades 5 and 
6. Registration for the fall program will 
begin in July and the program will start 
in late August.

The response to worries over the safety 
of tackle football for children in New 
Castle mirrors what is being found in 
communities around the United States. 
Participation in youth tackle football 
programs has been declining and some 
towns are taking a similar route by 
substituting flag football.

A January 2015 Boston University study 
examined 42 former NFL players between 
the ages of 40 and 69. It concluded that 
members of the study group that played 
tackle football before turning 12 years 
old were found to be doing significantly 
worse than the group who started after 12 
on neuropsychological assessments.

The study cited the ages of 10 to 12 years 
old as a critical time for developing brains 
that should not be at risk of absorbing 
hits to the head that can happen more 
frequently in tackle football. 

The study’s authors also concluded 
that a child in that age group absorbs 
an average of 240 head impacts during 
a youth football season. However, that 
figure has been disputed by officials for 
Pop Warner, who estimate head impacts 
at about one-quarter of that number.

Injury Threat Forces New Castle to Expand Flag Football Over Tackle

Heads Up Haircutters  
is inviting you to help us 

welcome our  
latest hair artist

Kristina
Let her transform you with her 
expertise in Cutting, Styling and 

the latest Color Trends.  
Including Balayage, Color  

Melting, Sombre, Baby Lights 
and more!

20% OFF 
First time Visit

Expires April 30, 2016

Heads-Up Haircutters
858 Franklin  Ave. • Thornwood, NY 10594

914-747-0841/3250
Hours: Tues. & Wed. 9-4:30 Thurs.  & Fri. 9-7 • Sat. 9-4

Private Parking 

Children in grades 3-6 in New Castle will have the opportunity to play flag football in the fall after a 
Recreation & Parks Department survey discovered many parents are worried that tackle football is too 
dangerous.
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WHITE WINE (750ml)                   WAS NOW  
CUPCAKE chardonnay       $10  $8.49 
ECCO DOMANI pinot grigio      $12  $9.49 
MIONETTO prosecco       $15  $11.99 
LAURENT PERRIER brut NV      $45  $35.99 
CUNE rioja blanco monopole     $15  $11.99 
BUTTER chardonnay       $17  $12.99 
SIMI chardonnay        $17  $13.99 
KIM CRAWFORD sauvignon blanc    $17  $13.99 
FESS PARKER chardonnay      $18  $14.99 
LA CREMA chardonnay sonoma     $22  $17.99 
PETITE FONTAINE sancerre      $22  $17.99 
DOM PERIGNON vintage      $185 149.99 
 
SPIRITS          WAS NOW 
SKYY vodka (1L)        $20  $16.99 
DEEP EDDY (1L) vodka plain & flavors   $25  $19.99 
GREY GOOSE (1L) vodka      $45  $39.99 
SVEDKA vodka (1.75L)       $23  $19.99 
TITO’S vodka (1.75L)       $34  $29.99  
ST. PAUL gin (1L)         $15  $12.49  
FAMILIA CAMARENA tequila blanco & reposado (1L) $25  $21.99 
CASAMIGOS tequila blanco (1L)     $56  $49.99 
BALVENIE 12YR (750ml)      $60  $56.99 
JOHNNIE WALKER BLACK (1.75L)    $75  $67.99 
BUFFALO TRACE bourbon (750ml)    $33  $26.99 
LARCENY bourbon  (1L)      $36  $29.99 
JAMESON’S irish whiskey (1L)     $40  $34.99

RED WINE (750ml)       WAS NOW 
GNARLY HEAD zinfandel      $11  $8.99 
CLINE zinfandel        $12  $9.49 
WOLFTRAP red blend       $12  $9.49 
ROOT 1 cabernet        $12  $9.49 
DACU tempranillo        $13  $10.49 
NEIL ELLIS left bank blend      $13  $10.49 
BOGLE old vine zinfandel      $13  $10.49 
COLUMBIA CREST H3 les chevaux blend   $15  $11.99 
WATERBROOK malbec       $15  $11.99 
SEAN MINOR pinot noir       $17  $13.99 
BODEGA VIÑA EGUIA rioja reserva     $17  $13.99 
CLINE cashmere blend       $17  $13.99 
FINCA DECERO malbec       $17  $13.99 
HESS SELECT cabernet sauvignon    $19  $14.99 
BODEGA NORTON malbec reserve    $19  $14.99 
JOEL GOTT cabernet sauvignon     $18  $14.99 
NEWTON napa claret       $24  $15.99 
CATENA malbec        $20  $16.99 
COPPOLA diamond claret      $20  $16.99 
MEIOMI pinot noir        $24  $17.99 
OBERON cabernet napa      $25  $19.99 
 
MAGNUMS (1.75L)       WAS NOW 
ZONIN chardonnay & montepulciano    $12  $9.49 
PAPI moscato & cabernet sauvignon    $13  $9.99 
CA’DONINI pinot grigio       $13  $9.99 
CA’DONINI pinot noir       $14  $10.99 
CAVIT pinot grigio        $14  $10.99 
CONO SUR bicicleta pinot noir, cabernet, sauvignon blanc $14  $10.99 
YELLOWTAIL cabernet sauvignon & chardonnay $14  $10.99 
WOODBRIDGE cabernet sauvignon & chardonnay $15  $11.99 
MASCIARELLI montepulciano d’Abruzzo   $19  $14.99 

 

SPRINGTIME IN BEDFORD  
LOOK WHAT’S GROWING!! 

 

FORSYTHIA, DAFFODILS, TULIPS AND…. 

ROSÉ 
COME SEE OUR BLOOMING SELECTION 

741 BEDFORD ROAD BEDFORD HILLS, NEW YORK 10507         914.666.7272         VINEANDCOMPANY.COM  

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY 

SATURDAY 3/12 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT  
WINES OF PORTUGAL 

SATURDAY 3/19 
4PM 

WINE CLASS  
BORDEAUX 101 

SATURDAY 3/26 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT 
 WINES OF AUSTRALIA 

SATURDAY 4/2 
2-5PM 

TASTING EVENT 
GREECE AND NEW FRONTIERS 

SEE WEBSITE  FOR DETAILS 

Wine fun fact:  Did you know that an open bottle of 
wine stays fresh for 3-5 days?  Whites and rosés 
should be stored in the fridge with a cork.  Reds in a 
cool dark place with a cork. Sparkling wines stay 
fresh 1-3 days in the fridge with a sparkling wine 
stopper.   
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By Arthur Cusano
As the New York presidential primary 

nears, the Mount Pleasant Democratic 
Committee is taking the pulse of the 
people with a straw poll. 

On March 10, the town’s registered 
Democrats were e-mailed a link to the 
poll. Results will be collected until this 
Sunday, March 20, a month before the 
Apr. 19 New York primary.

Mount Pleasant Democratic Chairman 
Wayne McPartland said the party wanted 
to see how voters felt about Chappaqua 
resident and former secretary of state 
Hillary Clinton or Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders.

“We asked who they support, Bernie or 
Hillary, what they like about either one or 
what differences they had with them,” he 
explained. “I’m getting a positive feedback 
from people. We really want to stimulate 
activism among Democrats and get them 
involved in the election in November, as 
well as the primary.”

The poll is also a way to encourage 
participation in local elections and the 
local committee, McPartland said. Party 
growth has been slow, which he attributes 
to general apathy that has been common 
among voters nationwide.

“There’s a lot of anger on both sides, 
and people are tired of watching as things 
develop such as income inequality, lack of 
opportunity for people. We figure this is 

a good time to increase membership,” he 
said. “Instead of just people complaining 
about it, do something about it.”

McPartland said young people seem to 
be a bright spot in the electorate.

“We’ve gotten a lot of positive feedback 
from younger voters, from college 
students and high schools seniors and 
people turning 18,” McPartland noted. “A 
lot of the party officials are middle aged 
or older, and we don’t have enough young 
people. So hopefully we get a pulse on 

those near voting age.”
Young adults are growing increasingly 

concerned with their future, he said.
“A lot of the people growing up are 

starting to see that they might not have 
the opportunity their parents have,” 
McPartland said. “Things are getting more 
difficult, and income inequality is growing 
every year. They’re getting nervous and 
it’s stimulating their activism.”

While Westchester is among the nation’s 
most affluent counties, McPartland said 

that many residents also have concerns in 
addition to finances.

“People understand that we need to 
have a basic fairness in our system, and 
they may realize that even their own 
children may not have it as well as they 
did,” he said.

Results of the straw poll will be 
announced at the Mount Pleasant 
Democratic Committee’s March 24 
meeting at the Pleasantville Senior 
Center on Clinton Street. There will also 
be discussions that evening that will 
center on races in the area with some 
local candidates running for state office 
making an appearance.

The voter registration deadline for 
next month’s primary is March 25. There 
will be registration forms available at the 
meeting that will be delivered directly to 
the Board of Elections. 

Mt. Pleasant Democrats Conducting Presidential Poll Before Primary

JEANNE BECKLEY
NYS ASSOCIATE BROKER

EMERALD ELITE
RAND LEGENDS HONOREE

C: 914-774-9037

RITA LONGO
NYS ASSOCIATE BROKER

PLATINUM
C: 914-391-7762

LENA O’NEILL
NYS REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

GOLD
C: 914-391-3794

KELLY COLLINS
NYS ASSOCIATE BROKER

GOLD
C: 914-393-0671

PHYLLIS SERRAINO
NYS REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

SILVER
C: 914-420-5314

ALIX NIMPHIUS
NYS REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

SILVER
C: 914-220-2474

Congratulations to Our 2015 Award Winners

www.randrealty.com  |  914.769.3584  |  654 Columbus Avenue, Thornwood, NY 10594

egends

and

The Mount Pleasant Democratic Committee is conducting a straw poll asking its members whether 
they prefer Hillary Clinton or Bernie Sanders as the nominee. The poll is being done to get more town 
Democrats involved in the political process.
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By Andrew J. Powers
Although the Fortune 500 are the 

newsmakers, they are not the backbone 
of the American economy. In fact, all 
those companies combined account for 
less than one half of all jobs in America, 
and if they vanished, they would be 
quickly replaced by a new group of 
giants. 

However, according to a recent U.S. 
Census report, America is home to 17 
million sole proprietorships and nearly 
six million businesses with fewer than 
100 employees. Should those small 
businesses suddenly vanish, the fabric 
of our society would be shredded and 
democracy would disappear. 

Small business creates and sustains 
more than half the jobs in America on 
which families depend and they support 

other businesses that keep Americans 
employed. The media that prefers to 
bypass their press releases as being 
either insignificant or self-serving 
promotion must realize that it is those 
small businesses that buy the majority 
of radio ads, half the TV ads and the 
majority of all print and Internet-
published advertising, including Google 
Adwords. Also, they rent more office 
space and buy more real estate than all 
Fortune 500 businesses combined. 

So remember, free enterprise does 
not depend on democracy, but rather 
democracy depends on free enterprise. 

As Americans, if we want to see a true 
resurgence in our economy, we need to 
be more attentive to small businesses 
relocating to or opening in our 
communities. Stop in, say hello and wish 
them luck. Most importantly, patronize 
their business. And this applies to our 
larger more prominent neighboring 
businesses as well, including medical 
providers and financial institutions. 
It also applies to our neighboring 
government officials who depend on 
sales and property tax revenues to 

support our communities. To our local 
media, make an added effort to help 
promote these small businesses. Publish 
or announce their press releases and 
make an effort to help them reach the 
milestone needed for them to purchase 
advertising. 

Ignoring small businesses that 
can’t yet afford to advertise in your 
media today is counterproductive and 
myopic. By helping them to grow and 
succeed today, the business owners will 
remember you when it is time to launch 
a real advertising campaign. 

The success of a democratic system 
is dependent on free enterprise and 
capitalism. Every time a small business 
fails, our society suffers. Just say to 
yourself, “If it is to be, it’s up to me.” 

Your community depends on you. 
America depends on you. 

Mahopac resident Andrew J. Powers is 
a local businessman and a member of the 
business development team of Dynamic 
Collaborative Solutions, based in Texas 
and Washington state that recently 
opened two offices in New York. 

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878
advertising@theexaminernews 

Correction
In last week’s article about the Board 

of Legislators’ Mock Legislature Program 
(“Students Learn About Government as a 
Legislator for a Day”), County Legislator 
Margaret Cunzio’s party affiliation 
was incorrect. Cunzio is a registered 
Conservative. The Examiner regrets the 
error.

Some Pleasantville officials and 
residents may be wondering why 
Bedford Road Partners, the applicant 
behind the latest assisted living proposal 
at the United Methodist Church site, 
has returned to present another plan. 

That’s a fair question, considering 
how the defeat of the prior Benchmark 
Senior Living application unfolded in 
2014. 

Two years ago, there was an abrupt 
cancellation of the original vote to 
rezone, and less than three months later, 
when even some of that project’s most 
ardent opponents were expecting an 
approval, there were two votes opposing 
the change to a floating zone. 

Because neighboring property 
owners petitioned the village for a 
supermajority approval, four votes were 
needed for the zoning change, not three.

Today, what’s also a fair question is how 
the village’s decision-makers, namely the 
village board, view the new proposal at 
this early date. While many issues related 
to the project will likely change over time 
should Bedford Road Partners submit 
the formal application, a majority of 
the village board is suspiciously reticent 
about voicing their opinion.

During the past week when asked by 
The Examiner about where they stand on 

the latest proposal, two trustees, Colleen 
Griffin-Wagner and Mindy Berard, were 
forthright enough to offer their thoughts. 
Two of their colleagues Steven Lord and 
Joseph Stargiotti responded that it is too 
early in the process or more information 
is needed.

Griffin-Wagner and Berard were two 
of the three board members who voted 
for the Benchmark plan. Lord, along 
with Mayor Peter Scherer were the two 
opposing votes. Since then, Stargiotti has 
replaced Jonathan Cunningham on the 
board, the third “yes” vote in June 2014.

Scherer was unable to be reached 
in recent days, but given the non-
comments from Lord and Stargiotti 
and Scherer’s evasiveness following the 
Benchmark vote regarding his position, 
it’s an unsettling turn.

This issue is too important to the 
village for its officials to remain coy. 
While Sunrise Senior Living’s proposal is 
new, having been unveiled to the public 
on Feb. 22, what isn’t disputed is that it’s 
strikingly similar to Benchmark’s plan.

Therefore, there should be plenty of 
familiarity with the issues facing this 
would-be applicant, the site and the 
arguments, both for and against.

No one is asking for any of the board 
members to make ironclad, irreversible 

proclamations. Projects evolve and 
diligent policymakers have the right 
and the responsibility to assess any 
changes that may happen to a proposal 
and reserve the right to change as well.

However, unwillingness to air 
some sort of opinion on this matter 
is a disservice to the public. If board 
members believe that it’s too similar to 
the previous plan, whether that means 
it’s too large, is out of character with 
the neighborhood or in the wrong 
location, they should tell Bedford Road 
Partners and Sunrise representatives 
before another two years and tens or 
maybe hundreds of thousands of dollars 
are expended. After all, it is common 
practice in many other municipalities to 
explicitly inform an applicant that their 
proposal just won’t fly.

It’s also unfair to tax-strapped  
residents. In the tax cap era where every 
municipality is desperately looking for 
new revenue sources, every proposal 
could become a vitally critical piece of 
the tax puzzle.

Given the shroud of secrecy that 
enveloped the Benchmark vote, this 
board needs to be direct and not string 
along opponents and proponents for 
another unnecessary two-year battle.

Guest Column

Editorial
No Opinion on P’ville Assisted Living Plan Amounts to a Cop-out

Small Business is the Backbone of the American Economy
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 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy
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By Martin Wilbur
Kathleen Fitzgerald spent her childhood 

moving all over the United States with her 
family, and even spent time in Australia.

As a ballet dancer after college, Fitzgerald 
performed throughout Europe, first as a 
soloist and later as assistant director for the 
Netherlands Dance Theater before heading 
to the Frankfurt Ballet.

Returning to the United States and 
settling in Mount Kisco about 16 years ago, 
the Steffi Nossen School of Dance became 
her home.

On Saturday, Apr. 2, Fitzgerald will be 
honored by the White Plains-based dance 
school during its annual Benefit Gala 
at the SUNY Purchase Performing Arts 
Center. Each year, Steffi Nossen recognizes 
someone connected with the school who 
has had a lasting impact on its programs and 
students. With her retirement as its director 
last year after more than a decade in that 
position, Fitzgerald was an easy choice to 
be recognized and is “flabbergasted” at the 
honor.

“I think it was meant to be,” Fitzgerald 
explained of her time at Steffi Nossen. “I had 

a beautiful career in Europe, an amazing 
career. I was so grateful for the years that I 
had there.”

She returned to the U.S. in 1999 mainly 
because her daughter, Jessica Rose, has 
special needs. At the time, Fitzgerald had no 
house and no job. She stayed with a friend 
from her days at the North Carolina School 
of the Arts, who lived in Mount Kisco.

A chance conversation with a librarian 
at the Mount Kisco Public Library led 
Fitzgerald to learn about the Steffi Nossen 
School of Dance. She went for an interview 
and got a job in 2000 teaching the Saturday 
morning classes – modern dance and jazz 
– to various age groups, with some of the 
children as young as three and four years 
old.

Fitzgerald, who turns 66 next week, said 
that having gone to an arts school exposed 
her to all forms of dance, even though she 
had been a ballerina professionally. She also 
needed to get used to teaching children, but 
reasoned that if she demonstrated her love 
of dance, many of the children would show 
similar enthusiasm.

“The vast majority of them will never 

become dancers but they will be wonderful 
audience members and they’re going to 
appreciate the arts and they’re going to feel 
good about their bodies, no matter what 
shape they are,” she said. “That’s really 
important.”

Fitzgerald understood what it meant have 
a less than perfect physique. Admittedly 
uncoordinated as a young child, Fitzgerald 
was nine years old when a doctor suggested 
that she would benefit from dance classes. 

By the time she got into the studio for 
her first session near where they lived at the 
time in Washington State, she knew what 
she wanted to do.

“I could not believe how at home I felt,” 
Fitzgerald said. “My long arms and my 
skinny legs were exactly the right thing to 
have, and I got in the car afterwards and I 
said, ‘Mommy, I’m going to be a dancer.’”

The family would move repeatedly 
because of her father’s job as a construction 
engineer for Alcoa Aluminum. They also 
lived in Texas, Indiana and for a time in 
Australia. Despite the relocations, Fitzgerald 
credited her mother with always finding 
excellent dance instructors and schools.

“She was good at finding the right 
teacher and I think I benefitted from that,” 
Fitzgerald said. “You can learn something 
from every teacher. I tell the kids that if they 
don’t like a certain teacher or maybe they 
don’t want to learn jazz.”

Fitzgerald applied to the North Carolina 
School of the Arts, a school that had recently 
opened and had quickly earned a stellar 
reputation. It also exposed her to different 
dance forms and preparing a theater for 
performances.

After college, Fitzgerald danced 
professionally in North Carolina for a short 
time, then auditioned for the Netherlands 
Dance Theater. She joined that group, 
moved to Europe in 1974 and would dance 
there for about 12 years before moving to 
the Frankfurt Ballet for another six years. In 
that time, she worked with some of the most 
accomplished European choreographers of 
the day.

After moving back to the U.S., Fitzgerald 
would buy a house in Mount Kisco and 
be an active member of the community, 
including serving as production manager at 
Merestead.

While mainly retired, Fitzgerald 
continues to lead Tuesday evening classes 
at Steffi Nossen, acknowledging that the 
adjustment to having more time takes 
getting used to. But teaching still works for 
her. 

“I think that’s what teaching children 
does for you,” she said. “It wears you out but 
it keeps you young.”

know your
Neighbor
Kathleen Fitzgerald

Retired Ballerina/Dance Teacher, Mt. Kisco

Safety is the single most important mission for Kaitlyn and her 1,000 colleagues at 
the Indian Point Energy Center. Our engineering team and Kaitlyn train constantly, 
and inspectors from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission are on site all the time 
overseeing their operations. Today, America’s nuclear power industry has the safest 
and most thoroughly regulated and tested plants in the world.

Discover more about Indian Point at RightForNewYork.com

“ We run one of the safest nuclear 
power facilities in the U.S.”

Kaitlyn Corbett  
Nuclear Engineer
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Happy Easter

475 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504
914-273-5222

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat-8am-5:30pm • Sun. Closed

Now Taking Easter & Passover Orders

480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

Come in for Your
Easter Bagels!

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
6 FREE

With this coupon • Limit one per customer • Not to be
combined with other o� ers. Expires 4/30/16

Mt. Kisco Bagel Co. • Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

$2.00 OFF Any Haircut 
with this ad

Irene’s Hair Salon

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 9:30-6, Fri 9:30-7, Saturday 9-5, Closed Sunday

914-495-3010
16 Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, NY

With this ad

$10 OFF
COLOR

Now Open 

Mondays 10-5

Happy Easter 
and a 

Joyous 
Passover

Happy Easter 

Passover

351 Manville Road • Pleasantville, NY 10570
914-495-3999

www.bluewalrusfroyo.com

Visit: VisionWorldofBedfordHills.com for more money saving offers

Vision World
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TIFFANY • BURBERRY • NIKE • ARM
ANI • KATE SPADE • RAY-BAN • COACH • PRADA

• TIFFANY• BURBERRY • NIKE • ARMANI • KATE SPADE • VALENTINO

• TIFFANY • BURBERRY • NIKE • ARMANI • KATE SPADE • VALENTINO

Kohl’s Shopping Plaza • Bedford Hills

914-666-3150

See store for details. 
Hurry, offer expires 4/30/16 Happy Easter!

A Complete
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Happy Easter

Le Fontane
137 Route 100 • Katonah NY • 914-232-9619

www.lefontane.net

Come see our new Spring Menu

Other foods to look forward to are... 
Traditional Easter Bread & Pastiera (Easter Cake)

Now Taking 
Easter 

Reservations

Outdoor Dining
Parties welcome

Ala Carte Menu: 
Includes our popular Pasta, 

Beef, Poultry, & Fish Dishes
Additional Specialty Easter Plates of... 

Lamb & Pizza Rustica

Spring Fever 
Sales Event

Lighting 
with Style, 

Quality and Value

Now making 
room for 

new 
Merchandise

Take 
advantage 

of the 
savings!

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

SOMERS CUSTOM FRAMING

51 Babbitt Road •Bedford Hills, NY 10507
914-242-8422

• Hair Cuts • Perms • Color 
• Keritan Treatment • Highlights• Keritan Treatment • Highlights

• Chemical Straightening • Waxing• Chemical Straightening • Waxing• Chemical Straightening • Waxing• Chemical Straightening • Waxing

• Hair Cuts • Perms • Color 

Spring Spring Spring iiin to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to n to 
A A A nnnew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!ew You!

Katonah Shopping Center 
 270 Katonah Ave. Katonah

(914) 232-5201

“Bringing your Hair 
to Life Since 1982”

Now Offering
Barbering Services 

Including
Hot 

Shaves! $2 OFF
Any Hair Cut

With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 

Exp. 6/15/14

$5 OFF
Any Chemical 

Service
With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 

Exp. 6/15/14Like Us!

Katonah Shopping Center 

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5

Walk-Ins
Welcome!

Happy Easter 
from Everyone at 

Fred’s Salon!
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In an age when the wealth of 
human knowledge and culture 
can be accessed through a tile-
sized tablet, many people would 
assume that we no longer have a 
need for a home library. 

This does not necessarily 
indicate a decline in literacy. In 
fact, the members of Generation 
Y are the most avid purchasers 
of books. Not only should we 
not judge a book by its cover, we 
also shouldn’t assume it will be 
printed on paper.

Yet the printed book still 
holds its appeal as an artifact, a 
memento or an artistic creation, 
and those who own these objects 
will want them displayed safely and 
attractively. (If their physical presence 
inspires children to read more, so much 
the better.)

If you have seen collections of books 
in other people’s homes, you may 
have noticed how they seem to reveal 
something about the personality of the 
collector. In fact, you may want to take 
a look at your own collection and see 
if it is conveying a message that meets 
your approval. Consider the following 
distinctive home library types, and see if 
you recognize yourself in any of them.

A space lined with shelves, which are 
in turn crammed with books, maybe 

two deep, horizontally stacked 
and tucked in every which 
way, suggests an academic type 
who reads widely and deeply. If 
these books are old editions, or 
in different languages, we may 
imagine the reader is a tenured 
professor in an arcane subject. If 
the books are stacked, popular 
paperbacks covering every 
surface, we expect their owner 
to be a zealous fiction fan.

A large collection of books 
on a single subject naturally 
reveals the occupant’s interest, 
be it mysteries, gardening or 
history. It’s a great first step to 
getting to know a person better. 

Be conscious of revealing too much of 
your own interests; my collection of 
motivational and self-help books from my 
earlier stages of personal and professional 
development would give visitors quite the 
cross-section of my preoccupations.

The books themselves may be the items 
of interest. My wife Margaret’s Aunt Pearl 
subscribed to a book club that reissued a 
classic work every month with exquisite 
artistic production values. These books 
were left to us and hold a place of honor 
in the custom-built shelves of our living 
room. Serious bibliophiles may also 
seek out important first editions, signed 
copies of books or vintage books of other 

historical interest.
Sometimes books are collected 

simply as visual design elements. Many 
second-hand bookshops will advertise 
their books-by-the-yard rate to interior 
decorators, who will make their selection 
based on the size and color of the spines. 

The next level of books as decoration is 
when the titles are chosen based on how 
much they may impress guests, rather 
than as a reflection of the homeowner’s 
interests. You may recall a famous scene 
in “The Great Gatsby” where a visitor to 
Gatsby’s library comments knowingly 
on the scope and quality of the volumes 
it contains, but also points out that the 
pages of all the books are uncut; a sign in 
that age that a book had not yet been read.

To show off your books, first glean them 

to make sure that the titles you have left 
are pleasing and useful to you. You may 
want to group them by category and then 
select a different part of your home for 
each one (cookbooks in the kitchen being 
a popular example). Store the books either 
upright or flat, not at an angle or spine-up, 
and keep them away from bright sunlight 
and moisture. 

If you are keeping more than a few 
books on each shelf, be certain that the 
shelf is built for the weight. A too-heavy 
load can bend the shelf, or even make it 
collapse completely. 

A glance online will show you endless 
varieties of arranging your books, from 
a ceiling-to-floor wall of shelves with a 
rolling ladder to access the highest level, 
to bookshelves built into the structure of 
a staircase and others used as sliding wall 
dividers. 

While I am all for saving the trees, I am 
also very fond of the layer of interest and 
inspiration that a shelf full of books gives 
to a home.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog iswww.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

There’s Still a Place for the Home Library in the Digital Age

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
Details of  The Home Guru’s shelving, which 
combine collectibles with books. 

From One Piece to Large Household Residential and Commercial
 Reliable packing techniques

State-of-the- art moving trucks and trailers
because at Afforable we move for you.

Time and time again, people everywhere 
choose us.

120 Fulton Street
White Plains, NY 10606

Dot T11979
US DOT 1049459

Call now for a 
Guaranteed 
price quote!

(914) 769-1159

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR WEEK-
END & HOLIDAYS, SHORT NOTICE 

MOVES WELCOME. 
LOWEST 
HOURLY 
RATES!

1-MONTH STORAGE  
WITH ANY INTERSTATE MOVE TO FLORIDA, ALL POINTS IN BETWEEN

FREE

Mahopac 
RailRoad Tie

Quality Deck Lumber
#1 Pressure Treated Lumber

Trex , Cedar & 
Mahogany Decking
Composite Decking

Vinyl Railings
Decorative Handrail

Heavy Timbers
911 Rt 6

Mahopac NY 10541
www.decklumber.com

845-628-8111
Mon-Fri 7:30 -4:30 • Sat 8:00 -1:00

Find us on

 Drafts Belong in Mugs 
 Not Windows

 Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

 2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson 
 www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

 Visit our office & showroom 
 to see the variety of products

 on display,  or we will bring  our  
 showroom to you.

 ROOFING  •   SIDING  •    DOORS  •    DECKS  •   WINDOWS
 SEAMLESS GUTTERS  •   LEADERS  •   REPAIRS

        R
obert 

 & 

 Mary Sniffen, 

 Owners

 LIC# WC 10415H99     PC 1817-A

 Drafts Belong in Mugs 
 Not Windows

 Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

 2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson 
 www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

 Visit our office & showroom 
 to see the variety of products

 on display,  or we will bring  our  
 showroom to you.

 ROOFING  •   SIDING  •    DOORS  •    DECKS  •   WINDOWS
 SEAMLESS GUTTERS  •   LEADERS  •   REPAIRS

        R
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 Mary Sniffen, 

 Owners

 LIC# WC 10415H99     PC 1817-A

FREE 
CORNED 

BEEF 
WITH 5 OR 

MORE 
WINDOWS!
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What’s not to like when you have 
a beautiful Saturday afternoon and a 
parade coming down Main Street? Last 
Saturday was Mount Kisco’s annual St. 
Patrick’s Day parade organized by the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians, Division 
16. More than 60 organizations marched 
along the parade route that was filled 
with residents, shoppers and curious 
onlookers. They were treated to Irish step 
dancers, bagpipe bands, military bands 
and reenactment groups along with 
plenty of antique vehicles. Community 
organizations and local officials also 
joined the festivities. This year’s grand 
marshal was James G. Cullinane and 
who was joined by Hibernian of the Year 
Mary Layton. What’s even better is that 
if anyone cares to celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day again there’s another chance to do 
so on Thursday.

When everybody becomes IrIsh for a day
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Julius Caesar, the man who 
famously proclaimed Veni, vidi, 
vici (“I came, I saw, I conquered) 
after one brief, decisive military 
campaign, is considered by many 
to be the greatest man to have ever 
lived. 

More than 2,000 years after 
his death, Julius Caesar mains 
one of the leading and most 
colorful figures of history, having 
dominated Rome and ultimately 
shaping the destiny of the Western 
World. He influenced Rome and Italy 
for generations, and his name became a 
synonym for “emperor,” not only in Rome 
but as far away as Russia (czar) and Germany 
(Kaiser). A brilliant military strategist and 
general, he defeated the Gauls, defiantly 
crossed the Rubicon and doubled the size of 
Rome’s territories. 

Caesar was also a charismatic orator, an 
accomplished writer, a skilled politician and 
much more. He was a complex man, both 
a hero and villain, possessed great courage, 
ambition, honor and vanity. Born into a 
noble family that had long been in decline, 
he advanced his career cunningly, beginning 
as a priest and eventually becoming Rome’s 
leading general. He made alliances with 
his rivals and then discarded them when 
it suited him. He was a spokesman for 
the ordinary people of Rome, who rallied 
around him time and again, but he profited 

enormously from his conquests 
and lived opulently. 

The following early life 
“adventure” provides a window 
into his high roller, high drama 
life. In 75 B.C., Caesar, then in his 
mid-20s, set out from Rome for 
Rhodes, a noted center of learning 
where he planned to study with 
a renowned Greek orator and 
rhetorician. 

However, Caesar’s ship was 
commandeered by pirates. When 

his captors named a ransom price for 
his release, Caesar thought the sum was 
insultingly low and insisted that two-and-
a-half times that amount be demanded. 
During Caesar’s captivity he behaved 
amiably, joining his captors in their 
activities, though he frequently told them 
he would crucify them after his ransom was 
paid. In due course the ransom was paid, 
Caesar was set free – and, as promised, he 
crucified them to a man.

Like so many men of power he was a 
notorious womanizer with a complicated 
love life. Married three times, he had 
multiple mistresses, including Cleopatra; 
their legendary romance still fascinates 
even today. He had one daughter, Julia, 
who died in childbirth, and had a son with 
Cleopatra named Caesarion, meaning “little 
Caesar,” who was murdered on orders from 
Octavian, Caesar’s nephew and designated 

heir.
Julius Caesar was murdered in one of 

history’s most famous assassinations: the 
soothsayer warned, “Beware the Ides of 
March,” which has forever imbued that date 
with a sense of foreboding. But in Roman 
times the expression “Ides of March” did 
not evoke a dark mood, it was simply the 
standard way of saying March 15. Even in 
Shakespeare’s time, audiences attending his 
play “Julius Caesar” wouldn’t have thought 
twice hearing a date called the “Ides.”

The term Ides comes from the earliest 
Roman calendar, said to have been 
invented by Romulus, the mythical founder 
of Rome. Whether it was 
actually Romulus, whoever 
devised this calendar had 
a penchant for complexity. 
The original calendar 
organized its months 
around three days, each 
serving as a reference point for counting 
the other days: Kalends (first day of the 
month), Nones (the seventh day in March, 
May, July and October and the fifth day in 
the other months) and the Ides (the 15th 
day in March, May, July and October; the 
13th in the other months). 

The remaining, unnamed days of 
the month were identified by counting 
backwards from the Kalends, Nones or 
the Ides. The calendar itself was based on 
the lunar cycle, resulting in a 355-day year. 

Although Roman officials were supposed to 
add the extra days each year to stay aligned 
with the seasons, this didn’t always happen. 
As a result, the calendar had become 
months out of whack by the time Caesar 
come to the height of his power. 

After consulting with an Egyptian 
astronomer, Caesar implemented a new 
system – the Julian calendar based on the 
sun – which went into effect in 45 B.C. and 
was comprised of 365 days in a year. Since 
a solar year is 365¼ days long, Caesar also 
added an extra day, called a leap day, every 
four years to make up the difference. The 
month of July was named for Julius Caesar 

and August for his nephew 
and heir who later became 
the first Roman emperor, 
taking the name Augustus 
Caesar and ruling from 27 
B.C. to A.D. 14.
The reign of Augustus 

Caesar inaugurated the PaxRomana – 
200 years of peace – the longest hiatus 
between major wars the western world 
has ever known. This span included the 
period during which, according to noted 
historian Edward Gibbon, “the condition 
of the human race was the most happy and 
prosperous.” 

Carla Gambescia is the owner of Via 
Vanti! in Mount Kisco. Copyright 2016 Carla 
Gambescia. Reprinted with permission.

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

Marianne Volpi
Assistant Vice President, Branch Manager

Rose Hill Shopping Center, Thornwood
914-769-8400

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 5, 2016.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$1,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  
No bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any 
anniversary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  
Simple interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2016 for $50,000.  A 
$10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2016.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2017 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2017.

 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

apple bk - EXAMINER - BONUS ACCOUNT - 1-2016.indd   1 1/7/2016   3:01:16 PM

By Carla 
Gambescia

Julius Caesar, the Calendar and the Ides of March

La Dolce Vita
University
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MAGNIFICENT MEDITERRANEAN
Chappaqua | $1,595,000 | Serenity abounds in this ~5,700+ sf, 5-bedroom, 3.5-bath
home set at the end of a cul-de-sac on 4+ beautiful acres with amazing gardens, stone
patios and lush landscaping. Completely renovated and designed by noted architect, the
open living space has soaring ceilings, kitchen with cherry cabinets and granite counter
tops, tons of glass to bring the outside in. Web# 4501405 Bedford Office 914.234.4590

MAJESTIC CENTER HALL COLONIAL
Chappaqua | $1,539,000 | Located in sought-after Lawrence Farms East, this elegant
5-bedroom, 5.5-bath, ~5,557 sf sunlit residence rests on secluded 1.27 acres. Multiple
sets of French doors open out to the rear stone terrace, glorious gardens and oversized
level play yard. Huge finished lower level includes home theater, playroom and gym. Web#
4601408 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988

INGLEWOOD FARM
Chappaqua | $1,250,000 | Beautiful ~3,600 sf home, originally the dairy barn of
Inglewood Farm, converted into an elegant and unique home design, yet preserving its
original charm. Soaring 40-ft+ ceilings, original exposed wood beams, original sliding barn
doors and wide plank floors all giving a unique and open layout. Breathtaking grounds with
two waterfalls leading to a fish pond. Web# 4550995 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988

SET IN PLEASANTVILLE'S OLD VILLAGE HISTORIC DISTRICT
Pleasantville | $669,000 | Thoughtfully and beautifully renovated 4-bedroom, 2-full/1-half
bath Victorian/Colonial is located moments to all. The original home dates from
approximately 1900 with period woodwork and trim plus modern upgrades throughout
including custom kitchen, mechanicals, plumbing, electrical, A/C, windows, blinds, siding,
roofing, porch and deck. Web# 4602179 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988
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Tuesday, March 15
Italian Language and Culture. Mara 

De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. 
She creates interactive lessons on the 
richness of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also March 22 and 29. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Chappaqua Library Board of Trustees 
Meeting. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779.

Great Moments in Hudson Valley 
Architecture, Part II. A discussion led 
by award-winning architect Michael 
Molinelli, host of Architecture & Religion 
on www.radiomaria.us. Presented by the 
Briarcliff Manor Public Library and the 
Briarcliff Manor-Scarborough Historical 
Society. Briarcliff Manor Public Library, 
1 Library Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 7 p.m. 
Free. Registration recommended. Info and 
registration: 914-941-7072 or 914-941-4393 
or e-mail sglick@wlsmail.org or mail@
briarcliffhistory.org.

Wednesday, March 16
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-oriented 
entrepreneurs and business leaders. Come 
be a guest any Wednesday to learn more 
about this world-class business training 
and referral program. Mount Kisco Coach 
Diner, 252 E. Main St., Mount. 7:30 to 
8:30 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. RSVP 
suggested. Info and RSVP: Contact Julie 
Genovesi at 303-929-7203 or e-mail julie@
eurobella.net or just drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one exciting 
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, 
awe-inspiring movements meant to engage 
and captivate for life. For all fitness levels. 

Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. Every Monday and Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. Drop in 
or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45 minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-Up. A great way 
to get out of the house, meet new friends 
and enjoy time with your baby. For babies 
up to eight months old and their moms. 
Romperee Indoor Playground at World 
Cup Nursery School and Kindergarten, 160 
Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 a.m. 
Free. Every Wednesday through June 24. 
Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-238-9267 
ext. 20.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening, learning and speaking skills. 
Recommended for children one to two-
and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-769-0548 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 

Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.    

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, cardiovascular 
endurance and improved balance, 
strengthening and toning of muscles, better 
digestion, stress reduction, mental clarity, 
improved breathing, relaxation and an 
overall sense of well-being. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Also March 23. Free. Info: 
914-273-3887. 

The Explorers Club. A new literacy/
activity program this fall. Join Miss Debbie 
to explore a new theme each week (science, 
art and more) through literacy and hands-on 
activities. Come read, discover and create. 
For children five to seven years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:15 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Registration required. Info and 
registration: www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Pleasantville SEPTA’s Sixth Annual 
Spa Night. Enjoy delicious refreshments 
and fabulous spa services while relaxing 
with friends. Special offers available for 
teachers and members bringing friends. 
Proceeds will benefit Pleasantville SEPTA. 
Tiffany Nail Salon, 42 Memorial Plaza, 
Pleasantville. 6 to 8 p.m. Manicure and neck 
massage: $30. (Add a shamrock for $5.)
Pedicure and foot massage: $50. Manicure 
and Pedicure: $60 per person or two for 
$100. Teacher special: $25 for manicure 
and neck massage or $50 for Manicure and 
pedicure. (All ticket prices include gratuity.) 
Info and tickets: Visit www.pvillesepta.com. 
Tickets also available at the door.

Zumba Toning With Amy. Sculpt and 
tone muscle groups while dancing and 
shaking toning sticks to the sassy sizzling 
rhythms of the Zumba. Toning sticks 
provided. PFX Fitness, 10 Castleton Rd., 
Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Drop-in fee: 

$12. Every Wednesday Info: E-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Art Series: “David Slaying Goliath.” 
The religious drama, as well as the political 
symbolism of David’s slaying of Goliath, has 
captured the imaginations of artists such 
as Caravaggio and Rubens for centuries. 
Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

“Marinoni: The Fire in the Frame.” It 
took filmmaker Tony Girardin three years 
to convince revered bicycle craftsman 
Giuseppe Marinoni to let Girardin make a 
movie about him – and his determination 
pay off. A funny, inspiring portrait of an 
irascible, yet lovable 75-year-old who 
attempts the world record for distance 
cycled in one hour on a bike he built 
almost 40 years ago. Followed by a Q&A 
with Girardin. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Members: $8. Non-members: $13. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Bedford Chamber Concert Series. 
Featuring an all-Bach program for 
the keyboard, including the Goldberg 
Variations, the Italian Concerto and 
Chromatic Fantasia. All pieces include 
keyboard performances by Tony Newman, 
in conjunction with the Bedford Chamber 
Ensemble. Fellowship Hall at St. Matthew’s 
Church, 382 Cantitoe St., Bedford. 8 p.m. 
$35 (includes refreshments at intermission). 
Info: 914-522-5150 or visit www.
bedfordchamberconcerts.org.  

World Cup U4 Parents Guest Speaker 
Series. A monthly presentation covering 
topics that will interest all parents. Topics 
will include mindful parenting, estate 
planning, family nutrition, setting limits 
with love, and knowing your child from 
“the inside out. World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten, 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua. 8 to 9 p.m. Free. Continues 
monthly through May. Next session: Apr. 
13. RSVP required. Info and RSVP: Contact 
Kim Bremer at 914-238-9267 ext. 20 or 
e-mail kim.bremer@worldcupschools.com.

Thursday, March 17
Zumba for Babies and Tots. A 

wonderful fun approach to get active 
together encouraging a healthy lifestyle. 
Age appropriate music is used to help 
children learn to love moving their bodies 
and dance by breaking it down to their 
own rhythm. Singing, simple games and 
activities will amuse, delight and stimulate 
your child benefiting their cognitive, 
emotional and social development. Dance 
Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
9:30 to 10:15 a.m. $120 for six weeks. 
(Thursdays through Apr. 21. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
Peggy Raiskums at 914-960-4097 or e-mail 
pegsfit@msn.com.

continued on page 24
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Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun together 
during these creative journeys. Come share 
patterns and ideas and celebrate creative 
spirits together while enjoying the ancient 
art of knitting. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. Every Monday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children two-
and-a-half to five years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their own 
set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

How the Arrogance of Kings Led to 
Equality Under the Law. While almost 
everybody knows something about Magna 
Carta, what’s less understood is the story of 
what the Declaration of Independence called 
“a long train of abuses and usurpations” 
by King John and his predecessors. Two 
centuries of upheaval that began with the 
Norman Conquest in 1066 gave England 
a series of strong monarchs. The growth 
of the royal power over the next century-
and-a-half led to the barons of England 
making war on King John. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents and 
caregivers will make new friends and share 
time together. For children one to four years 
old; with a caregiver. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2 to 
2:45 p.m. Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.

mountkiscolibrary.org.   
Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 

stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Looking at Radicalization Through 
Film and New Media. How have film and 
media portrayals about the radicalization 
process shaped the conversation around 
the world? This is a unique opportunity 
to examine this critical topic through 
discussion and clips from various media 
and film sources, including Maryam 
Ebrahimi’s work-in-progress documentary 
“Stronger Than a Bullet,” With Ebrahimi and 
filmmaker Hind Bensari. Part of the Global 
Watch: Crisis, Culture & Human Rights. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Members: $8. Non-
members: $13. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Friday, March 18
Barre Balance and Core. A new demo 

for the 50-and-over population to improve 
balance, strength, flexibility and stability. 
Using your own body weight, light hand 
weights and a ballet barre, this class will help 
improve balance, core strength and stability 
for functions of daily living. A free trial is 
available. Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 
Memorial Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 
9:30 a.m. $12. Every Friday. Info: Contact 
Amy Olin at 914-643-6162 or olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 
for the older active adult or beginner. Addie-
tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. Drop-
in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also Tuesdays at 
10 a.m. Info: 914-643-6162 or e-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Balance Strategies and Self-Assessment. 
Understand your balance and find out if 
you are at risk of falling. Learn balance 
exercises and strategies to use at home 
from therapists, Sheetal Shenoy and Puja 
Agarwal, who are certified in vestibular 
(balance) therapy. Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center auditorium, 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3700.

Friday Night Cinema: “Layer Cake.” 
Post-screening discussion led by Professor 
Valerie Franco. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

“I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change.” A musical comedy with book 
and lyrics by Joe DiPietro and music 
by Jimmy Roberts, the second longest-
running Off Broadway musical. The story 
tackles modern love in all its forms: from 
the perils and pitfalls of the first date to 
marriage, children and the twilight years. 

Set in the modern world and told in a 
series of vignettes and songs. White Plains 
Performing Arts Center, 11 City Place, 
White Plains. 8 p.m. $25 and $35. Also 
March 19 at 8 p.m. and March 20 at 2 p.m. 
Info and tickets: 914-328-1600 or visit www.
wppac.com.

Saturday, March 19
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

Pleasantville Farmers Market is the 
largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester, and the one voted “Best of 
Westchester” in 2014 and 2015 by the 
readers of Westchester Magazine. The 
delicious good time continues indoors 
each. On Apr. 2, the market moves outside 
to Memorial Plaza to start the outdoor 
season. Pleasantville Middle School, 40 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Every Saturday through March. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Bringing 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating a 
connection between shoppers and small-
scale food producers in the region. First 
Congregational Church of Chappaqua, 
210 Orchard Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Saturdays through April. Info: 
Visit www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Third Saturday Bird Seed Sale. The sale 
supports the local conservation work of the 
Saw Mill River Audubon. Pruyn Sanctuary, 
275 Millwood Rd., Chappaqua. 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Third Saturday of each month. 
Info (including bird seed descriptions and 
prices): Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.
org/seedsale.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. This 
is a hands-on class that will be geared to the 
level of experience of the class and challenge 
all participants. Wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East. 
Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Also March 26. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Adult Coloring. If you’re an adult 
looking for a relaxing, fresh and new 
activity that will help bring stress relief to 
your busy life, try this new coloring class. 
Drop in anytime. Materials provided. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 

woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Also March 
26. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Winter Tree Identification Hike. Learn 
how to identify trees with a special guest 
naturalist. Cranberry Lake Preserve, Old 
Orchard Street, North White Plains. 1 to 2 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-438-1005.

Learn Bridge. Led by Joel Goren. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Also 
March 26. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Italian Song: Folk Art Event. Teaching 
artist Nicole Zahour will lead a hands-
on Venetian mask-making workshop. 
Renowned singer Alessandra Tamerin 
will explore Italian history and tradition 
through classic and operatic performances 
of popular Italian songs, accompanied by 
pianist Martha Mingle. Part of the Folk 
Arts Series. Pelham Art Center, 155 Fifth 
Ave., Pelham. 2 to 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
738-2525 or visit www.pelhamartcenter.
org.

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. Every 
Saturday. Info: Visit www.emanuelelc.org.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. $16. Also the first Sunday of 
each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Braiding the River: A Unique Multi-
Arts Collaborative Evening. This 
celebration of artistic collaboration weaves 
together music, dance, poetry, film and art 
to create a totally new experience. Three 
dancers, a filmmaker, a poet, two very 
different musical groups and a number 
of visual artists combine the creative 
impulse and allow something new to 
emerge. Through this process they have an 
opportunity to intersect with one another, 
creating new and unexpected patterns and 
awareness. Participating artists include 
dancer and choreographer Akiko Ko-
Taiano; musicians Peter Seidenberg and 
April Johnson of The Oracle Trio and 
Celine Daly of Heartwood; visual artists 
Kit Demirdelen, Janet and Chloe Sikirica, 
John Maggiotto, Ellen Hopkins Fountain 
and Madge Scott. Andrus on Hudson, 185 
Old Broadway, Hastings-on-Hudson. 7:30 
p.m. $20. RiverArts members, seniors, 
students and military: $15. Info and tickets: 
Visit www.riverarts.org.

continued from page 22
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Ruth’s Chris Steak House in Tarrytown 

will host two Veuve Clicquot prix-
fixe dinners on consecutive evenings, 
Wednesday and Thursday, March 30 and 
31. Each of the five courses will be beverage-
paired. 

The restaurant will also introduce “Wine-
Down-Monday,” a wine tasting event on 
Apr. 18.

Seating for each of the Veuve Clicquot 
dinners is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. The cost 
is $120 per person, plus tax and gratuity.  

The main course on Executive Chef 
KC Rothbart’s menu will be filet mignon 
with Roquefort cheese and port butter 
accompanied by Veuve Clicquot brut 

champagne, vintage 2004.
Veuve Clicquot is a very old and famous 

champagne house in Reims, France, about 
80 miles north of Paris. It was headed for 
much of the 19th century by Barbe-Nicole 
Clicquot, who married wealthy banker/
trader and wine producer François Clicquot 
in 1798. She was 27 when he died six 
years later. (Although his cause of death is 
unknown, it is believed to be from typhoid 
fever.)

Following her husband’s death and with 
the backing of her father-in-law, Barbe-
Nicole assumed control of the family 
businesses – one of which was a winery. 
At that time, it was unprecedented for a 

woman to run businesses of 
any kind. 

She discovered and 
introduced revolutionary 
ways to produce Champagne; 
the techniques she developed 
remain in use today. Barbe-
Nicole would come to be 
known as Madame Veuve 
Clicquot, and after achieving 
worldwide fame, she was 
called the “Grande Dame 
of Champagne.” She died in 
1866 at 89 years old.

Menu
First course: Rolled 

salmon sashimi, Bermuda 
onion, daikon and 
cucumber salad and Yuca 
chips. Beverage: Raspberry 
peach Bellini.

Second course: Lobster 
and corn chowder, fresh 
chive oil. Beverage: Brut Yellow Label.

Third course: Sunchoke and endive 
salad with aged parmesan, radish, goat 
cheese dressing and balsamic reduction. 
Beverage: Rose.

Entrée: Filet mignon with Roquefort 
cheese and port butter, spaghetti squash 
and Brussels sprouts with garlic mashed 

potatoes. Beverage: Brut 
Champagne, vintage 2004.

Dessert: Lemon curd and 
French meringue tart, fresh 
raspberries and raspberry 
coulis. Beverage: Demi sec.

Securing a reservation for 
the Veuve Clicquot dinners 
requires a credit card. If a 
reservation is not canceled 
24 hours in advance, a $50 
fee will be charged. For 
more information and to 
make a reservation, contact 
Private Dining and Catering 
Manager Jennifer D’Errico at 
914-631-3311.

Wine-Down-Monday on 
Apr. 18 will include wine-
tasting stations with wine 
from California, France, Italy 
and other countries available 
for sampling. Hors d’oeuvres 

such as seared ahi tuna and mini-steak 
skewers will be passed. Service begins at 
6:30 p.m. The cost is $45 per person.

Ruth’s Chris Steak House is located 
in The Westchester Marriott at 670 
White Plains Rd. in Tarrytown.  
For more information, call 914-631-3311.

Ruth’s Chris to Host Veuve Clicquot Champagne-Paired Dinner

New Dishes Debut for ‘Man of La 
Mancha’ at WBT

St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef, 
Cabbage at Demeter’s Tavern 

By Jerry Eimbinder
Executive chef Alexandra Sampaio 

has introduced two special entrées for 
the current run of ”Man of La Mancha” 
at the Westchester Broadway Theatre in 
Elmsford.

One is Chicken Lyonnaise, a boneless 
chicken breast with sautéed onions, garlic, 
white wine and tomato paste served with 
rice pilaf and vegetables.

The other show special is roasted pork 
with sage and pearl onions accompanied 
by sautéed mushrooms, white wine and 
sage and served with roasted potatoes, 
sweet potatoes and vegetables. 

One of my favorite dishes on the regular 
menu is gluten-free Cod Florentine, served 
with a mound of sautéed creamy spinach, 
chunks of roasted potato and vegetables. 
Another standout is the boneless prime 
rib of beef with a baked potato.  

An alcoholic beverage called Dulcinea’s 
Delight was created for the musical. Named 
after a female character in the play, it blends 
raspberry vodka with pineapple juice and 

club soda and is served in a souvenir take-
home glass. It is priced at $9. 

Sampaio graduated from the New York 
Restaurant School (now The Art Institute 
of New York) in TriBeCa in 2003. After 
graduation she became sous chef for 
Greens at Greenwich, an upscale assisted 
living facility in Greenwich, Conn. Two-
and-a-half years later, she opened B4, a 
40-seat bistro in Valhalla where she ran 
the kitchen and her partner handled the 
front of the house. 

She also was head chef for the Bedford 
School District before joining Westchester 
Broadway Theatre four years ago.

Performances of “Man of La Mancha” 
continue through May 1. Ticket prices, 
including dinner and show, range from 
$56 to $84, plus tax, depending on day and 
time of the performance.

Westchester Broadway Theatre is 
located at 1 Broadway Plaza in Elmsford. 
For tickets and more information, call 914-
592-2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.
com.

30th Anniversary 
Online Ticket Sales 
Begin March 18th!
June 7–Sept 5

hvshakespeare.org
Box Office: 845/265-9575

By Jerry Eimbinder
Demeter’s Tavern & Sports Bar in 

Tarrytown will serve its famous corned 
beef and cabbage all day this Thursday, St. 
Patrick’s Day.

To help prepare and cook the traditional 
corned beef and cabbage, brothers and co-
proprietors Stephen and Donald Demeter 
enlist the aid of their mom Connie every 
year. 

“The same passed-down family recipe 
is used every year,” Donald Demeter said. 

Food service at Demeter’s will begin at 
11 a.m. A limited menu will be available 
with additional dishes. Reservations will 
be accepted for parties of six or more but is 
otherwise a first-come, first served event.

All of the opening day coverage of the 
NCAA collegiate basketball tournament 
will be shown. Demeter’s has 14 television 
screens.

The bar and eatery was opened in 
1947 by Frank Demeter Sr. and his wife, 
Elizabeth. For about 25 years its name 
was Glenville Tavern. Stephen and 
Donald became co-proprietors in 1990 
and undertook a major renovation in 
2006.

Street parking (there are no meters) is 
plentiful along Old White Plains Road. 

Demeter’s Tavern & Sports Bar is located 
at 51 Old White Plains Rd. in Tar-rytown. 
For more information, call 914-631-9679 
or visit www.demeterssportsbar.com.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
Executive Chef  KC Rothbart at 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House in 
Tarrytown, who is preparing 
the menu for the restaurant’s 
two Veuve Clicquot 
Champagne-paired dinners on 
March 30 and 31.
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Classified Ad  
Deadline

 is Thursdays at 5pm 
for the next 

week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
VENDORS & ARTISTS WANTED for 
Buffalo's Largest Comic Con. Star stud-
ded guest list. Buffalo Niagara Conven-
tion Center on 8/13 & 8/14. Low booth 
& ticket prices. Email: vendors@nickelci-
tycon.com

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery Limited 
Supply!ORDER NOW! 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com

HELP WANTED
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and 
Certifications Running Bulldozers, Back-
hoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-
6497

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

MECHANIC WANTED.  Full/Part 
Time.  Inspection license a must. Send 
resume to milrent@yahoo.com

PART TIME CASHIER.  Will train.  Ap-
ply in person.  All Tech/BP - 2071 East 
Main St., Cortlandt Manor, NY.

STYLIST WANTED, man or woman, 
following preferred, for a growing salon 
in Katonah. 914 232 5201

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
CATSKILL MOUNTAIN FARMLAND 
LIQUIDATION! 31 acres- $89,900  
Beautiful mountain views, woods, fields, 
apple trees, stonewalls, 3 hours from NY 
City! Twn rd, elect! Terms avail! Call 888-
905-8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

ABANDONED FARMHOUSE! 5 
ACRES- Trout Stream- $69,900 Handy-
man 3BR house, stream, fields, views, 
beautiful Catskill Mountain setting! Call 
888-479-3394 newyorklandandlakes.com

MOUNTAINTOP FARM! 5 
acres- $34,900 Jaw dropping views, 
fields,stonewalls, southern exposure, less 
than 3 hrs from the GW Bridge! (888)701-
7509 NewYorkLandLakes.com

LEGALS 
LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SO MULCH MORE, LLC. Art. Of Org., 
filed with SSNY on 1/07/16.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 28 Fox Lane, Mt. 
Kisco, NY 10549.  Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of CGC Solutions 
LLC filed with the Department of State 
on 09/30/2015. Putnam County, SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to The LLC, 74 Hillside Park, 
Brewster, NY 10509. General Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: Con-
nected Healthcare Technologies, LLC, 
office in Westchester County;  Articles 
of Organization filed with SSNY on 
2/17/2016.  SSNY designated agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: the 
company, c/o Sarah Ball, 80 Central Av-
enue, Rye, NY 10580.  Purpose: any law-
ful acts or activities.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
FAULKNER FABRICATORS, LLC Art. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 12/16/15.  

Office location: Westchester County.  
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: Faulkner Fabricators, LLC, 74 Lyons 
Place, Mt. Vernon. NY 10553.  Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

Notice of formation of Laurent & Alt-
ieri, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/05/2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Genevieve 
Laurent, 67  Sedgwick Avenue, Yonkers, 
New York 10705. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: 7 
JONES LLC Art  of Org. filed with SSNY 
on February 20, 2015. Office Location: 
Westchester County, SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 53 Post Street, Yonkers, NY 
10705. Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ELE-
MENTAL EVENTS, LLC also recognized 
as e2 markets, and e squared markets. as 
filed with Secy. of State of NY(SSNY) on 
1/7/2016. Location: Westchester County.  
Company’s agent for service of process is 
Rocket Lawyer Corporate Services, LLC, 
90 State Street, Suite 700, Box 80, Alba-
ny, New York 12207. Purpose: any law-
ful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE Notice of Formation 
of Bygone Candle Company LLC filed 
with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/22/2016. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY is the designated agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 15 
Winslow Rd, White Plains, NY 10606. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  

www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS
100+ HOMES-LAND-COMMERCIAL 
BUILDINGS PROPERTY TAX AUC-
TION 3/30@11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure, Bid Online from Any-
where: www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

TAG SALES
HUGE TAG SALE AT FOX LANE HIGH 
SCHOOL AT 632 SOUTH BEDFORD 
RD., BEDFORD, NY 10506. Friday, 
April 1 from 3:00 to 7:00 and Saturday, 
10:00 to 3:00. Toys, electronics, clothing, 
household items and much more.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.
holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry,
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683
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Last week I 
focused on the 
viticultural history 
of California 
winemaking, from 
the early days of the 
immigrant settlers 
to the modern day 
gentleman (and 
lady) 1 percent 
investors. 

In Napa Valley, the legacy of fine 
winemaking runs deep. Many of the early 
European settlers who set their roots in 
California settled here. The proximity to 
San Francisco, which was the magnet for 
travelers from the East Coast, was integral 
in their quest for a piece of the homeland. 

Napa is the reigning star of American 
wine. It is the Bordeaux of France, the 
Tuscany of Italy and the Rioja of Spain. 
It is the region most emblematic of the 
greatness achieved by America in the 
20th century. This week I’ll focus on 
Napa Valley producers, small and great, 
from boutique winemakers to industrial 
complexes, from production levels of tens 
of thousands cases to tens of millions. 

The history of wine in Napa (and the 
United States) pivots on the Prohibition 
era (1920-1933). 

Pre-Prohibition, beginning in the 
mid-19th century, was a difficult period 
for Napa winemakers. It was a sparsely 

populated region, where settlers were 
more apt to satiate their palate with cheap 
whisky than fine wine. Yet, European 
settlers, drawn to the land, persevered. 

A Prussian immigrant, Charles Krug, 
married into a winemaking family 
and began planting vines in 1858. His 
eponymous winery thrives today (thanks 
to church wine in the lean years), under 
the ownership of the Peter Mondavi 
family, who acquired the land and brand 
name in 1943. 

Successful French winemaker Georges 
de Latour landed in Napa at the close 
of the 19th century and immediately 
fell in love with the land. He purchased 
four acres, naming it Beaulieu (beautiful 
place). When Prohibition threatened to 
destroy the love of his 
life, he adapted, selling 
his wines to churches 
as altar wines. To this 
day, Beaulieu wines are 
well respected; the BV 
Georges de Latour Private 
Reserve is a perennial 
best seller.    

Gustave Niebaum, a 
Finnish sea captain, merchant of sea otter 
pelts and a wine connoisseur, traveled 
to Napa and acquired the Inglenook 
winery in 1880. He was a connoisseur 
of Bordeaux wines, producing the first 
Bordeaux-style wines in California. 

Inglenook survived Prohibition by selling 
table grapes, not religious wines. In 1975, 
Francis Ford Coppola acquired and 
renamed the winery. Today, Niebaum-
Coppola’s Rubicon wine is considered 
one of the finest wines produced in Napa 
Valley. 

And then came Prohibition, while only 
partially effective (think The Roaring 
Twenties), devastated the United States 
wine industry. It wasn’t until the 1970s 
that it began to reclaim its prominence. 

Here’s the legacy of one of the post-
Prohibition winemaking families. Others 
will follow next week.

In 1943, the Mondavi family acquired 
the Charles Krug Winery. Cesare and 
Rosa Mondavi and two of their children, 

Robert and Peter, built a 
successful wine business. 
After the deaths of their 
parents, the brothers 
continued to build a 
reputation as one of the 
premier wineries in the 
United States. Then, in 
1965, a sibling battle cast 
the fate of the winery into 

an uncertain future. Robert Mondavi left 
to begin his eponymous winery, leading 
to international acclaim.

Peter Mondavi successfully managed 
Charles Krug until 2015. He died last 
month at the age of 101.  

Robert Mondavi expanded and 
grew his winery into an international 
powerhouse. In 1993, his was one of the 
first to go public. Bearing out the maxim 
that expertise and success in the vineyards 
doesn’t necessarily equate to success in 
the boardroom, his winery overextended 
itself, and, facing insolvency, was sold to 
the corporate behemoth, Constellation 
Brands, in 2004. From humble beginnings, 
to the peak of his industry, to financial 
humiliation, Robert died in 2008.

Now, the next generation carries on. 
Peter’s sons continue to run successfully 
Charles Krug. Robert’s sons have 
resurfaced as respected entrepreneurs 
producing cult wines.  

Knowing the backstory of winemakers 
can influence the opinion of consumers. 
If you are favorably inclined, seek out the 
wines of these Napa Valley icons. Their 
contributions are immeasurable.

Stay tuned for more Napa Valley icons 
and their progeny.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Healthcare That Revolves
Around You.

 caremountmedical.com

For more information, 
visit our website:

CareMount Medical is a service mark 
of CareMount Medical, PC.

Mount Kisco Medical Group has changed  
its name to CareMount Medical 
We are the same company and people you know. 
Founded in 1946, we are a community practice dedicated to  
bringing the best care to our patients close to home. Over the 
years, we’ve grown to have a regional presence and a national 
reputation for talent, technology, and quality medical care. 
Visit one of CareMount Medical’s 500 physicians and affiliated 
medical practitioners in more than 40 locations. 
Everything we do revolves around you.

The Next Chapter of the Icons of Napa Valley
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ExaminerSports
By Pace University Athletics

After a 25-17 record and an at-large 
bid into its first-ever NCAA Tournament, 
the Pace University softball team hopes 
the experiences from a highly successful 
season last year will carry over with the 
young roster into the 2016 campaign. 
With 11 returning sophomores and 
juniors who were a part of last year’s run, 
a young Setters roster does not necessarily 
make it an inexperienced one.

“We have a very positive outlook after 
last year,” said 35th-year head coach 
Claudia Stabile. “Since we had so many of 
our freshmen in the starting lineup, they 
had a lot of game experience, which will 
help us move forward this season.”

Adding in the two seniors on the 
roster, 13 of 22 players on this year’s team 
were a part of 2015’s accomplishments. 
The Setters finished second in the 
Northeast-10 Conference’s Southwest 
Division after going 24-14 overall during 
the regular season, and 11-7 in conference 
play. The Setters defeated Saint Anselm 
College in the second round of the NE-
10 Championship Tournament, but were 
eliminated by top-seeded Southern New 
Hampshire University in the semifinals.

After finishing the season ranked No. 8 
in the East Region, the Setters earned an 
at-large bid into the NCAA Tournament, a 
feat the program had never accomplished 
before. As the No. 8 seed, the Setters 
drew the East Region’s top seed, Caldwell 
University, in their opening contest. The 
Setters fell to Caldwell, 6-2, and were 
then eliminated the next day by No. 5 
Wilmington University, 2-0.

“We had a great experience at the 
NCAA Tournament,” said Stabile. “The 
majority of our players now know what it’s 
like to win and get to the tournament. It 
is certainly something that is a long-term 
goal of ours this year.”

The Setters have set a series of short-
term goals to eventually lead to that long-
term goal. Not only do they plan to return 
to the NCAA Tournament, they also want 
to do it by winning the Northeast-10 
Conference.

“Our goals go in order: each pitch, each 
at-bat, each play, each game,” said Stabile. 
“What’s going on right now affects the 
game outcome. Game outcome affects 
conference outcome. Conference outcome 
ultimately affects NCAA bid.”

Stabile said that for them to get back to 
where they finished in 2015, the Setters 
will need the returning players to play like 
veterans at the plate to make up for some 
lost production, as well as in the field. That 
begins with All-Conference returnees, 
junior catcher Nikole Larm (Brewster, NY/
Brewster) (First Team) and sophomore 
outfielder Larissa Labs (Carlsbad, CA/
San Marcos High School) (Third Team, 

All-Rookie). Larm hit .350 with four 
home runs and 20 RBIs last season, but 
really shined in conference play, where 
she batted .465 with three home runs and 
11 RBIs (19 games). Labs finished with an 
average of .306, with 28 runs and 11 extra-
base hits, but also stepped up her game 
against NE-10 opponents, hitting .380 
with 14 runs and six extra-base hits in 20 
conference games.

Labs is one of four returning outfielders 
for the Setters. Sophomores Tara Bernstein 
(Glen Oaks, NY/Bayside High School), 
Jordan Chillinsky (Carlsbad, CA/Carlsbad 
High School) and Joyce LaBonte (Bolton, 
MA/Nashoba Regional High School) all 
bring something different to the table. 
Bernstein hit three home runs in 59 at bats 
last season, and looks to emerge as another 
power bat in the Setters’ lineup. Chillinsky 
is a stellar defensive player who has shown 
marked improvement in the fall and 
preseason at the plate. LaBonte is looking 
for an increased role after receiving just 
14 at-bats last year, and has worked hard 
during the offseason to carve out a bigger 
spot on this year’s team.

The Setters have plenty of depth around 
the infield, including both returners and 
newcomers. Junior transfer Samantha 
Lima (Brawley, CA/Saddleback College) 
is expected to take some of the load off of 
Larm behind the dish, but is also in for a 
large role as the designated player (DP).

Junior Haley Hernandez (West Hills, 
CA/El Camino Real) was solid in limited 
action last year, and is competing for both 
the first base and second base positions. 

Freshman Annie Carberry (Colorado 
Springs, CO/Pine Creek) is also in line 
for a long look at first base, as is freshman 
Lindsey Ah Soon (Ena Beach, HI/
Kamehameha Kapalama) at second.

Third base will be a battle between 
senior Victoria Quinones (Bronx, NY/
Cardinal Spellman) and sophomore 
Surina Sandhu (Elk Grove, CA/Elk Grove 
High School). Stabile says both are seeing 
and hitting the ball very well, and the 
competition will likely leak into the early 
portion of the season.

Locked in at the shortstop position is 
sophomore Ashley Lew (New City, NY/
Clarkstown High School North), who 
started all but two games last season. 
She makes the move from second base 
to shortstop after committing just three 
errors in 136 chances last year.

“We have lots of depth throughout the 
infield,” said Stabile. “We will have an 
opportunity to see how the new infield 
best gels early on, and see who can give us 
the most offensive production. It’s in their 
hands to take control.”

The Setters return all three of their 
pitchers from 2015, and hope that 
consistency leads to improvement. Senior 
Caitlin McCann (San Mateo, CA/Notre 
Dame) went 11-5 a year ago, including 
eight complete games and five shutouts. 
She tossed a team-leading 118.1 innings, 
and led the Setters with a 3.12 ERA. Junior 
Kaitlynn Nelson (Ojai, CA/Nordhoff) was 
close behind with a 3.52 ERA and a record 
of 9-8. She struck out a team-high 58 
batters in 92 innings. Sophomore Jaclyn 
Flores (Escondido, CA/San Pasqual High 
School) went 4-4 in 11 starts in 2015. She 
pitched 62 innings and had four complete 
games.

“We have tremendous balance among 
three pitchers who work very well 
together,” said Stabile. “The way they each 
throw compliments each other well. They 
all have different pitching styles and throw 
different pitches, which is very effective 
when it comes to making changes. The 
strongest pitch each one throws is different 

from the others.”
For a young team, plenty of preseason 

work is a great asset for getting the team 
to mesh well together on the field. After 
extreme weather wiped out any chance of 
practicing outdoors the past few seasons, 
this year the Setters were able to hold 
numerous outdoor practices during the 
early parts of the spring semester, as well 
as play multiple scrimmages.

The Setters recently returned to 
Clermont, Florida to once again open 
their season down south. Last year’s games 
were the first time the team took the field 
outdoors. This time around, though, the 
Setters have already had the chance to 
get a real-game feel, and that got them 
ready to play come first pitch last Friday 
morning in Florida.

“We haven’t been outside this many 
times by this date in recent memory,” 
said Stabile. “That really helps us prepare 
because we were able to recognize our 
strengths and work on our weaknesses.”

While the trip down south covers 
the first 10 games of the season for the 
team, it does more for the Setters than 
just produce wins and losses. The trip 
also helps the team bond by bringing 
the student-athletes out of their comfort 
zone. This helps them build a relationship 
both on and off the field, and gain mutual 
respect for each other’s roles. The Setters 
will also play two conference foes and 
eight in-region games down in Florida, 
which will help them better prepare for 
the rest of the season.

“We’re looking to have an exciting 
season, and we have the ability to do 
exceptionally well,” said Stabile, whose 
team plays its first-ever game on the brand 
new Pleasantville campus softball field 
this coming Sunday at noon. “We have 
strong leadership, so now it would only 
be a matter of a lot of new players gelling 
together on and off the field as quickly as 
possible.”  

Setter Softball Team Hoping to Build on Last Year’s Success
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Pitcher Caitlin McCann

Infielder Ashley Lew

Catcher Nikole Larm 
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ICE HOCKEY
2015-16

A Look Back
Fox Lane standout goalie Abbie Ives guards the cage.

Thomas Tenney of  Fox Lane moves the puck up the ice vs. the 
Lakeland/Panas Rebels.

Greg Kramer of  the Mt. Pleasant Ice Cats stick handles in a 
game vs. the Rivertown Legends. 

Robert Lunder of  Byram Hills leads a Bobcat rush 
up the ice at Brewster Arena. 

John Fontana of  Byram Hills sends a slap shot 
toward the goal in the Bobcats’ victory over 
Bronxville.

Mt. Pleasant’s Dom Fensore skates to the goal from 
the right wing as Zach Rigano of  Byram Hills gives 
chase. Michael Sala of  the Mt. Pleasant Ice Cats looks 

over the defense as he moves up the ice.

Ryan Ruseicki of  Horace Greeley controls the puck just 
inside the blue line.

Greeley goalie Nicholas Bright makes a glove save at the Brewster Ice Arena.

Greeley’s Ryan Renzulli celebrates after depositing the 
puck in the net.

Freshman phenom Trevor Zegras skates toward the net in a Fox 
Lane rout of  Lakeland/Panas.
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By Richard Finn 
In the 35 years of the prestigious Curtis 

Cup Century Doubles Championship 
tournament hosted by the Saw Mill Club, 
nobody has ever accomplished what John 
Dokken did last weekend.

In a tournament-record performance, 
Dokken won the title for the fifth time, 
with his fourth different partner, as he 
teamed up with Rob Labriola to sweep 
through the tournament without the loss 
of a set. 

The second-seeded team beat the 
upset-minded pair of Steve Sokol 
and Akash Lamba 6-1, 6-4 in a fast-
paced, entertaining and well-played 
championship match. 

It was Dokken’s first title since 2013 
when, ironically, he played with Sokol.  
He also won in 2004, 2005 and 2010. It 
was the first time that Labriola had won 
the tournament.

“Hats off to John for writing a new line 
into the history book of the tournament, 
“ said Bob Bull, Director of Tennis at Saw 
Mill Club. “John and Rob never faltered 
throughout the tournament against some 
top-notch teams.”

Dokken and Labriola quickly grabbed 
command of the final, racing to a 5-0 
opening-set lead.  The southpaw Labriola 
was the key to the team’s fast start, scoring 

repeatedly with winners from all around 
the court.

The match tightened up in the final set 
as Sokol and Lamba, playing together for 
the first time, picked up the level of their 
game. However, Dokken and Labriola 
were too steady and held on for the win. 

Dokken and Labriola had eased 
through their first two matches, beating 
Jim Hanchrow and Pai Hwong 6-1, 6-1 
and then John Bates and Harlan Stone 
6-3, 6-1 

Sokol and Lamba had opened the 
tournament with a 6-1, 7-5 win over Ricky 
Meyer and Richard Finn, followed by the 
upset of the tournament, a 5-7, 6-1, 6-1 
triumph over the top-seeded duo of Mark 
McEnroe and Scott Moody. McEnroe had 
won the title last year with Gregg Finn, 
who was unable to play this year due to 
an injury.

Nine teams, all with a combined age 
of 100 (thus the century title) played. In 
addition to the main draw, there was a 
consolation event that Hanchrow and 
Hwong won with a 6-3, 6-0 victory over 
Bob Bull and Ed Weiss.

“It is our pleasure here at Saw Mill to 
be the home for this tournament once 
again and to showcase such fine tennis 
for our members and the local tennis 
community,“ said Bull.  

RESULTS
1ST ROUND 

Steve Owens/Theron Harvey def Greg 
McNellis/Bob Kulacz 6-2, 6-2

QUARTERFINALS
Mark McEnroe/Scott Moody def 
Owens/Harvey 6-0, 6-0;  Steve Sokol/
Akash Lamba def Ricky Meyer/Richard 
Finn 6-1, 7-5; John Bates/Harlan 
Stone def Bob Bull/Ed Weis 6-2, 6-2; 
John Dokken/Rob Labriola def Jim 
Hanchrow/Pai Hwong 6-1 6-1

SEMIFINALS 
Sokol/Lamba def. McEnroe/Moody 
5-7, 6-1, 6-1; Doken/Labriola def Bates/
Stone 6-3, 6-1

Dokken Wins a Record Fifth Century Doubles Title

BOB KuLACZ/SAw MILL CLuB PHOTO
The consolation winning team of  (left to right) Jim 
Hanchrow and Pai Hwong.

BOB KuLACZ/SAw MILL CLuB PHOTO
The finalists of  the Curtis Cup Century Doubles 
Tournament at the Saw Mill Club. The runner-up 
team of  Akash Lambra (left to right) and Steve 
Sokol and the champions John Dokken and Rob 
Labriola

EARTHY ITALIAN 
COMFORT FOODRustic,

Earth Water

Fire Pizza

One Kent Place, Armonk
914.273.3535

amorearmonk.com
LUNCH • DINNER •BAR • CATERING

CARRY-OUT •DELIVERY • DINING AL FRESCO

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878 • advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Focus on
PACE BASEBALL
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Matt Kurdewan swings the bat in Friday’s home 
game. He finished with two hits. 

The Setters’ Jordan del Sol delivers a pitch vs. the 
Dominican College Chargers.

Second baseman Michael Salmonese makes an 
off-balance throw to first in the ninth inning of  
Friday’s game.

Ryan Aquino pitched three and a third hitless 
innings in relief  for the Setters on Friday afternoon.

John Kukura, currently leading the Setters with 
a .353 average, swings the bat in Friday’s loss 
to Dominican. But the Setters bounced back to 
sweep Saturday’s doubleheader vs. the Chargers.

Pace sophomore Jim Thorpe IV bats in the ninth 
inning of  Friday’s home game at newly renovated 
Finnerty Field. Pace’s Frank Mayo hits a grounder to third in the 

fifth inning Friday afternoon.

Michael Barbato smacks an eighth-inning single 
during Friday’s game vs. Dominican.

The Setters’ Michael Gulino scampers toward 
third base in Friday’s home game.

Pace first baseman Matt Kurdewan waits for a pickoff  throw as Dominican College’s Joseph Libio dives 
back to the bag.

Pace second baseman Andrew Coffey tries to turn a double play Friday as Dominican College’s Max 
Franzone slides toward the bag. 
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Pace Junior Cory Capaldi
is Swinging a Red-Hot Bat
and Providing Some Power
in the Middle of the Lineup

SIZZLING
START

   

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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