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Sean Crowley Helps Briarcliff
Get Past the Putnam Valley Tigers
in the Class B Championship Game
at the Westchester County Center

The Bears
Are Back
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By Andy Jacobs
Years from now, maybe even a couple 

of decades, when some future Fox Lane 
basketball team is up against seemingly 
insurmountable odds, the coach at the 
time won’t even think about showing 
his players “Hoosiers” to provide a bit 
of inspiration.

Instead, he might have them watch 
a tape of a game played on the last 
Sunday of February 2016 when an 
underrated Fox Lane team walked into 
the Westchester County Center and 
defied all the skeptics by rising to the 
challenge of a Mt. Vernon dynasty. 
When those future Foxes see the final 
moments, as Matt Redhead races to the 
basket for a two-handed dunk that seals 
the outcome and sets off pandemonium 
in the stands, they’ll likely feel ready for 
any opponent. 

Redhead’s breakaway jam with 20 
seconds remaining in the Section One, 
Class AA championship game provided 
an emphatic ending as the second-
seeded Foxes stunned the top-seeded 
and mighty Knights, winners of 14 of 
the previous 16 sectional titles, 67-60, 
at the jam-packed and rollicking old 
building in White Plains.  

“I don’t know if it’s quite sunk in yet,” 
Redhead, named Class AA MVP,  would 
say shortly after he and his Fox Lane 
teammates had dethroned the defending 
champions and moved on to the state 
tournament. “This is a surreal moment 
for all of us. To get into regionals, you 
know you’re going through Mt. Vernon. 
It’s a team that basically runs the County 
Center. They’re here every year.”

In a game that won’t soon be forgotten, 
the Foxes matched Mt. Vernon basket 
for basket until the final three minutes, 
when an improbable 12-3 burst sealed 
the Knights’ sad fate and earned the 
Foxes a berth up in Binghamton 

Tuesday night for the first round of the 
state playoffs. 

“We just wanted to keep it close and 
wanted to give ourselves a fighting 
chance at the end of the game,” said head 
coach Mike Tomassi. “And that’s what 
we did. I think today showed, no matter 
what happened, ups and downs, they 
just keep playing, and it’s unbelievable 
to watch a group of kids just believe in 
themselves when nobody would.”

The Foxes connected on four 
3-pointers in the opening quarter, 
which ended with them leading the 
Knights 19-12. Mt. Vernon closed to 
within a basket with three minutes 
left in the second period, but a floater 
high off the backboard by Sean New 

just before halftime 
enabled Fox Lane to 
take a 31-24 lead at 
the break. 

Mt. Vernon trailed 
nearly the entire 
first half, but the 
Knights scored the 
first two baskets of 
the third quarter and 
later used an 11-5 
run to grab a 49-
45 advantage. The 
third quarter ended 
with New, the game’s 
high scorer with 25 
points, making three 
free throws and the 
two teams headed to 
the final period with 
the Knights in front 
by a point. 

“This is what 
I expected,” said 
Redhead about 
the second-half 

resurgence by Mt. Vernon. “There was 
no way they would come out and lay 
down because we’re Fox Lane. Like I 
said, they run this place. And they came 
out and had the run I expected them to.”

The Foxes’ quest for the Gold Ball 
appeared to be, as expected, nearing an 
end when the Knights began the fourth 
quarter with a Noah Morgan 3-pointer 
and then a pair of free throws by Derrick 
Hamlin a minute later. But the resilient 
Foxes answered with 3-pointers by Alex 
Olsen and New, sandwiched around a 
free throw by Jamal Jackson-Blake, and 
grabbed a 55-53 lead with just under 
five minutes remaining. 

Mt. Vernon tied the game with an 
inside basket from center Greg Calixte 
with 4:07 to go before the Foxes seized the 
lead for good with back-to-back baskets 
from Jackson-Blake, the sparkplug who 
finished with 12 huge points despite 
hurting his foot in the first quarter. He 
nailed a 3-pointer out of the left corner 
with three minutes left, then finished a 
Fox fast break 40 seconds later by taking 
a pass from Olsen and converting a left-
handed layup. 

“Jamal’s five straight points added so 
much,” said Redhead. “He really got us 
going.”

“He sprained his ankle early in the 
game,” said Tomassi. “I didn’t think he 
was gonna be able to play the rest of 
the game. Credit to him just fighting 
through injury. He’s been a kid all year 
that’s just been great for us.”

The Knights closed to within 60-57 on 
a layup by Demetre Roberts with 1:40 
still on the clock and had a chance to 
tie, but star guard Marco Morency, who 
wound up with 21 points, overshot the 
rim on a left-elbow trey with 50 seconds 
left. New increased the Foxes’ lead to 
five points by making both ends of a 
1-and-1 opportunity with 47.9 seconds 
to go. 

After a Mt. Vernon turnover, the 
Foxes’ Nick Rosati made one of two 

fouls shots with 39.6 seconds remaining. 
With the huge Fox student cheering 
section in the baseline balcony already 
starting to celebrate, Redhead soon 
delivered his icing-on-the-cake dunk 
that clinched the victory.

“Oh man, it’s the exclamation point,” 
said Redhead of his finish with a 
flourish. “Nobody else here besides us, 
our fans, our parents, thought this was 
a game that we could win. Everybody 
came here thinking, you know, Fox 
Lane may be good, they’ll put up a good 
fight, but Mt. Vernon’ll just be going on 
as usual. And the dunk really signified 

Foxes Stun Mt. Vernon to Capture the Class AA Championship
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Sean New provided 25 points as the Foxes 
stunned Mt. Vernon in the sectional final.

continued on next page

Aaron Winkler of  Fox Lane handles the ball near 
midcourt during the Foxes’ victory over White 
Plains Friday night at the Westchester County 
Center. 

Fox Lane’s Jamal Jackson-Blake gets to the basket 
for two points in the Foxes’ title win over Mt. 
Vernon at the County Center.

Alex Olsen shoots the ball in the lane during Fox 
Lane’s win over Mt. Vernon on Sunday.

Fox Lane’s Matt Redhead acknowledges 
the Foxes’ cheering section after being 
named the Class AA most valuable 
player on Sunday. 
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By Justin Thomas
The Section 1, Class A boys’ basketball 

championship between Byram Hills and 
Tappan Zee on Sunday night turned out 
to be a drama packed, defensive battle that 
came down to the final buzzer. 

A filled-to-capacity Westchester County 
Center was electric as the outcome wasn’t 
decided until a desperation heave from 
halfcourt caromed high off the backboard. 
When the final buzzer sounded, it was 
ecstasy for the Bobcats as they were able 
to hold up the Gold Ball after a 46-45 win 
over the Dutchmen.

The low-scoring defensive style came as 
no surprise to Byram Hills head coach Ted 
Repa.

“That’s the way we both play,” said Repa 
after his second-seeded team had nipped 
the top seed. “We don’t sub a whole lot, we 
both play very tough defense, and if I had 
guessed this game, I’d have said whoever 
scores 50 is going to win.”

The Bobcats and Dutchmen were both 
getting the job done on defense all game, 
but neither seemed to budge at all in the 
first half. Both teams forced turnovers 
and bad shots, and when the dust finally 
settled it was an 18-17 Bobcats lead after 
two quarters.

“Almost all of our games are really low-
scoring games it seems like,” Byram all-
tourney forward Matt Groll said. “Usually 
when we play good teams, it’s just a battle 
down low and all around, but we stay strong 
and we come out on top. They fought. I 
mean they played with so much heart. That 
was a nail-biter the whole game, but it was 
a great win for us.”

The battle down low between Groll and 
fellow all-tourney forward Kevin Lynch 
was key all game. Lynch finished with a 
game-high 16 points and seven rebounds, 
while Groll finished with 10 points and 
eight boards. But Groll’s final shot of the 
night would be the most important of all.

Back and forth the teams went, with 
neither able to pull away. Just when it 
looked like the Dutchmen might start 
taking control in the third quarter, Matt 
Milone hit a huge 3-pointer and then came 
up with a steal that led to his free throws 
that cut the TZ lead down to one point.

“It was awesome,” Repa said. “They 
didn’t give up on any plays. We had a few 
strips down the stretch when the ball was 

a 50/50 ball, and the kids just showed a lot 
of heart. I told the kids, ‘This game isn’t 
always about X’s and O’s. It’s about what’s 
inside.’ TZ was just as strong, and we just 
happened to make one more point.”

Tournament MVP Skylar Sinon, Groll 
and the rest of the Byram Hills starters did 
everything they could to stay even with 
Tappan Zee. But when the team needed a 
jolt of energy and momentum, they got it 
off of the bench from senior Liam Nowlin, 
who scored five big points in the fourth 
quarter, including a bucket inside off a pass 

from Sinon that tied the game up at 41.
“When push comes to shove, sometimes 

you have to rely on your seniors,” Repa 
said. “And Liam is the ultimate teammate. 
Doesn’t care if he gets two minutes or plays 
the whole game, and I’m so happy for him. 
I’m so happy for Liam.”

Tappan Zee took a 45-41 lead with 
just about three minutes left after a fade-
away jumper by all-tourney guard Rob 
McWilliams. But Sinon answered with a 
clutch 3-pointer from the corner to make it 
a one-point game once again with 2:25 left 
on the clock. It stayed that way until Groll 
made the shot of the game. 

After a timeout with 1:15 left , Sinon 
made a great pass inside to Groll, who was 
able to back his way in towards the paint 
and put the ball off the backboard and in 
to give the Bobcats a 46-45 edge with one 
minute to play. 

“We had a nice play to isolate me and 

a shocking ending to what has been a 
great run for us.”

“Oh, it capped off the best game of my 
life, the best game I’ve ever been a part 
of,” added New about his teammate’s 
late dunk. “We just wanted to come out 
and play really hard, see what happens. 
And we won. It feels so good. I couldn’t 
dream of being this happy and having 
this much fun.”

Redhead’s dunk would never have 
happened if the Foxes hadn’t found a way 
to hang on to beat White Plains 65-58 in 
Friday’s semifinal. Redhead and Olsen 
scored 19 points apiece, but the biggest 
basket of the evening came when point 
guard Emmett Robin connected on his 
only shot of the game, a desperation 
3-pointer as the shot clock was about to 
expire, that gave Fox Lane a seven-point 
cushion with 46 seconds to go. 

“This has to be one of the best 
moments of my young life,” said 
Redhead about the Foxes’ surprising 
run to the sectional title. “Hopefully, 
it doesn’t end here. We’ve got regionals 

coming up and I don’t see any reason 
why it has to stop now.”

“Words can’t describe how proud I am 
of this team,” said Tomassi, now with a 
championship on his coaching resume 
in just his second season. “All credit 
goes to them. They just fight and fight 

and fight and fight. They just refuse to 
lose.”

Bobcats Hang On to Edge Tappan Zee in the Sectional Final
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Foxes Stun Mt. Vernon to Capture the Class AA 
Championship

Fox Lane head coach Mike Tomassi pleads with 
the officials in Friday’s semifinal win over White 
Plains.

Fox Lane guard Emmett Robin dribbles past Luis 
Cartagena of  White Plains in Friday’s Class AA 
semifinal game.

continued from previous page

continued on page 7

Byram Hills center Matt Groll scores the go-ahead 
basket in the last minute of  the Bobcats’ 46-45 
title win over Tappan Zee.

Tournament MVP Skylar Sinon takes the ball to 
the basket in the Section 1, Class A championship 
game.

Liam Nowlin of  Byram Hills scores an inside 
basket during the Bobcats’ championship win 
over Tappan Zee.

The Bobcats’ Ben Leff  (24) and Willy Samsen 
(11) celebrate after the final buzzer in Sunday’s 
46-45 win in the Class A championship game at 
the Westchester County Center.
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Foxes Fall To the Bears in the Hockey Quarterfinals
By Justin Thomas

The Fox Lane ice hockey program 
earned its first playoff win since 2011 by 
upsetting the seventh-seeded Yorktown 
Huskers. But the Foxes’ Cinderella-story 
run was short-lived, as they fell 7-4 to 
second-seeded Brewster in a Section 
1, Division II quarterfinal game on 
Wednesday night at the Brewster Ice 
Arena.

It was an intense and physical battle 
between the two teams on the ice, with 
a tension-filled third period that saw 18 
penalties called and the ejection of Fox 
Lane assistant coach Charles Berger. 

Brewster took firm control of the 
game in the first period, firing nine shots 
on net and jumping out to a 3-0 lead. 
Quinnipiac-bound phenom Abbie Ives, 
coming off a stellar 35-save game against 
Yorktown in the opening round, couldn’t 
duplicate her magic again. 

Michael Isola scored two goals and 
Chris Froessel had the other as the Bears 
sent an early message to the upset-minded 
Foxes.

“It definitely hurts us a little bit, because 
she’s our backbone of this team,” Fox Lane 
coach Scott Miele said of his star goalie. 
“She’s carried us pretty far this season, 
with the help, of course, of everyone else. 
But she’s been really our backbone. So 
seeing someone like her go down a little 
bit, it hurts us. But she got the momentum 
back for us, and we were able to make a 
game out of it.”

Despite the ominous 3-0 score at the 
end of the first period, Fox Lane was able 
to chip away. The Foxes found themselves 
with a power-play opportunity within the 
first minute of the second period after 
a tripping call on Collin Dineen, and 
quickly capitalized. Thomas Tenney fired 
a wrister from the top of the attacking 
zone that was somehow saved by Stephen 
Fischer, but Joseph Fetter was there to put 
the rebound back in for the Foxes.

But the Foxes’ momentum wouldn’t last 
for long, as a high stick penalty on Joseph 
Ramirez gave Brewster a power play just 
three minutes later. Connor Henderson 
gave the Bears a three-goal advantage 
again with a blistering wrist shot into the 
bottom-left corner.

“We’ve taken bad penalties and it’s been 
hurting us,” Miele said. “It’s definitely 
going to be a focus for us next year 
with that, to stop taking all of those bad 
penalties.”

Trailing 4-1 heading into the third 
period, the Foxes knew they would have 
to match the physicality of the larger 
Bears team. It seemed like players were 
getting thrown to the ice or checked into 
the boards every couple of seconds in the 
third period as both teams bumped up the 
intensity.

“They’re a big team,” Miele said. “So 
we knew that in order to try and change 
this game, we were going to have to start 
throwing around our bodies a little bit, 

and hopefully that would change the 
game. We played them earlier in the year. 
We played physical, and we were winning 
2-1. So we thought why not go back to 
that game plan?”

Between the two teams, 18 penalties were 
racked up in the third period, ranging in 
severity from tripping to unsportsmanlike 
conduct and misconduct. The game plan 
didn’t work out too well for Fox Lane at 
the start of the period as Brewster tacked 
on two more goals in the first six minutes 
to take a 6-1 lead.

Tenney was able to give the Foxes some 
life after he ripped a shot that went over 
the goal, off the boards, and deflected 
back towards the net, off of the goalie’s 
back and in to make it 6-2. But things 
started to get really chippy between the 
players on the ice, and between the Fox 
Lane bench and the officials.

The Foxes were hit with a bench 
misconduct penalty, as well as an 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalty, and 
a huge misconduct penalty on Ryder 
Beitzel that put him in the box for seven 
and a half minutes. To cap it off, Berger 
was thrown out of the game by the 
officials. 

When the dust settled, the Foxes 
found themselves in a situation where 
they were playing five-on-three hockey. 

Oddly enough, the Foxes seemed to rally 
behind the tension and turmoil, and 
somehow clawed their way back into the 
game. 

“Yeah, those penalties…we got a ton of 
penalties,” Miele said. “I lost my cool a 
little bit, but it kind of brought everyone 
together. They worked together as a team 
out there and we put in three goals very 
quickly.”

That run was spearheaded by freshman 
sensation Trevor Zegras, who came into 
the game with 39 points (29 goals, 10 
assists) in just 11 games. Zegras had 
been weaving through the defense and 
knocking on the door all game, and it 
was only a matter of time before he broke 
through. 

The breakthrough goal for Zegras 
came with the Foxes skating two players 
short. Zegras weaved his way through 
three Bears defenders and flipped a 
beautiful backhand shot into the net to 
make it 6-3.

Ives was able to make some spectacular 
saves to give her teammates a chance, 
and they took it on a power play with 
just over three minutes left. Zegras again 
delivered, taking the puck on his strong 
left-hand side, and tallied his second 
goal to cut the Bears’ lead to 6-4.

The Foxes got a number of good 

chances over the last couple of minutes, 
but just couldn’t get the puck past Fischer. 
Brewster’s Antonio Barone put the game 
away after weaving through the Fox Lane 
defense and flipping the puck past Ives to 
make it 7-4.

The game ended the only way this 
highly physical and intense game could, 
with a fight breaking out in front of the 
Brewster net with 37 seconds left, and 
then with Brett Stroud slamming Isola 
into the boards as the buzzer sounded. 

“We have to just look at our mistakes,” 
Miele said. “Look at the films from this 
year, see what we need to improve, what 
we need to focus a little bit more on in 
practice, and get back at it in September.”

A dejected Abbie Ives slumps on the ice after Brewster jumped out to a 3-0 lead over the Foxes’ in last 
Wednesday’s quarterfinal playoff  game.

Thomas Tenney of  Fox Lane sends a shot toward 
the goal in the 7-4 quarterfinal playoff  loss to the 
Brewster Bears.

Cade Alami of  Fox Lane moves the puck up the 
right wing during the first period of  last week’s 
Division II playoff  game vs. Brewster.

Fox Lane’s Ryder Beitzel passes the puck in the 
opening period vs. Brewster during the sectional 
playoffs last Wednesday night.

Fox Lane freshman Trevor Zegras controls the 
puck in last Wednesday’s quarterfinal playoff  
game at Brewster Ice Arena.

Fox Lane coach Scott Miele talks to his team 
during a timeout in last week’s playoff  game vs. 
Brewster. 
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By Andy Jacobs
When Cody Moffett took over as 

Briarcliff ’s new coach two years ago, 
he arrived with big dreams and high 
expectations and inherited a roster he 
suspected could someday achieve the 
things he had in mind. 

So maybe there was a feeling of 
inevitability for him on Saturday night 
when he stood on the sidelines locked, 
appropriately enough, in a bear hug with 
his senior center, Sean Crowley, as the final 
seconds ticked away in the Section 1, Class 
B championship game. 

“To be honest with you,” Moffett would 
say a bit later, explaining his emotional 
exchange with Crowley, “when I took 
over the program, I said if we’re gonna 
do anything special, it’s gonna start with 
you playing with your back to the basket, 
which is a lost art among kids these days.”

With a Gold Ball up for grabs, Crowley, 
the Bears’ 6-foot-6 inside presence, came 
through with 10 points, 10 rebounds and 
seven blocked shots as top-seeded Briarcliff 
withstood a big challenge from second-
seeded Putnam Valley and emerged with 
a 53-42 victory at the Westchester County 
Center. 

Teammate Jack Reish provided 22 
points and 13 rebounds to help the Bears 
win their first sectional title in nearly a 
decade and earn a berth in the first round 
of the state playoffs on Wednesday evening 
against Section 9’s Marlboro Iron Dukes.

“I told these guys Rome wasn’t built 
overnight,” said Moffett, whose 2014-
15 team lost to Woodlands in the 
championship game. “They clowned with 
me when I first said it, but now they see 
the proof is in the hard work. It’s just the 
next step, the next step, the next step. And 
it all started with our seniors that we had 

last year helping us get to that next step by 
getting to that championship game.”

In reaching the sectional final once 
again, the Bears had avenged the loss to 
Woodlands in the title game with a win 
in last Wednesday’s semifinal. They built a 
16-point lead in the third quarter before the 
Falcons went on a 13-1 run to get back in 
the contest.  But seven points apiece from 
Reish, the Class B tournament MVP, and 
sophomore Jack Ryan enabled the Bears 
to survive, 65-56, and then they showed 
up at the County Center three nights later 
anxious to defeat Putnam Valley for the 
second time this season. 

For the first eight minutes against the 
Tigers, it seemed Briarcliff would avoid any 
drama. Put Valley didn’t make a single shot 
from the field in the first quarter and the 
Bears scored 14 points in succession. The 
Tigers went scoreless for over five minutes 
before getting a free throw from Darnel 
Shillingford, then Reish capped the Bears’ 

impressive quarter with a fast-break layup 
that stretched their lead to 16-2. 

“I knew these guys were ready for the 
game,” said Moffett about his players’ fast 
start. “But at no point did I think that game 
was gonna be over. I knew at some point 
they (the Tigers) were gonna have a run in 
them and we just had to try to weather the 
storm.”

That storm arrived at the start of the 
second quarter as the Tigers ran off 13 
consecutive points and kept Briarcliff off 
the scoreboard until Reish drove through 
the lane for a lefty layup with 2:38 left in 
the half. When Putnam Valley’s Harrison 
Deegan went coast to coast for a layup 
to close the first-half scoring with 1:20 
remaining, the Tigers suddenly held a 19-
18 edge.

“We all were a little down,” conceded 
Reish about the way the first half had 
ended. “We were down at half, but we 
knew we were still in it.” 

The Tigers maintained their one-point 
lead after a basket by Deegan with 4:15 
to go in the third quarter before Briarcliff 
finally assumed control for good with a 9-0 
spurt that began with a Ryan 3-pointer and 
also included a Reish coast-to-coast layup, 
a Crowley leaner off glass and a fast-break 
bucket by Josiah Cobbs. 

Putnam Valley got a buzzer-beating 
turnaround jumper from Joe Spinola, but 
still trailed 32-26 at the end of the third 
quarter. Cobbs, who wound up with 11 
points, provided a 3-pointer from the left 
elbow early in the fourth quarter to stretch 
the Briarcliff lead to seven points. A short 
bank shot by Reish with 6:15 to go turned 
out to be the Bears’ last basket of the night.

Unfortunately for the Tigers, they never 
got any closer than six points the rest of the 
way. Briarcliff scored its final 14 points of 
the night at the charity stripe and all but 
clinched the title when Crowley made a 

pair of free throws with 1:14 on the clock 
for an eight-point cushion. 

“Last year was a big disappointment,” said 
Reish, who had to sit with his teammates 
and watch as Woodlands celebrated with 
the Gold Ball. “But I knew we were gonna 
come back stronger. Worked hard in the 
offseason and were able to get it done.”

Now awaiting the Bears is a rematch 
with a Marlboro team that just survived a 
triple overtime in the Section 9 final and 
handed them their only loss this season 
several months ago.

“I’m not the superstitious type,” said 
Moffett. “However, I was trying not to look 
ahead. I’m worried about one game at a 
time. And that’s what we talk about. I tell 
these guys we’ve got to take it one game at 
a time. Well, state title’s our goal, but one 
game at a time. One game at a time.”

Briarcliff Defeats the Tigers in the Class B Championship Game
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Tournament MVP Jack Reish works his way into 
the lane during Briarcliff’s win over Putnam Valley 
in the Class B championship game. Briarcliff  center Sean Crowley rises over a pair of  

Putnam Valley players in Saturday’s Class B title 
game, won by the Bears.

The Bears’ Jack Ryan pushes the ball up the floor 
vs. Putnam Valley in the Class B sectional final.

Briarcliff  senior Josiah Cobbs fires a 3-pointer in 
the Bears’ 53-42 victory over Putnam Valley in 
the sectional final on Saturday.

Briarcliff  coach Cody Moffett chats with guard 
Matt Perlmutter during the Class B title game at 
the Westchester County Center.

Sean Crowley holds the Gold Ball and his all-
tournament award after Briarcliff  defeated 
Putnam Valley in the Section One championship 
game.
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Bobcats Hang On to Edge Tappan Zee in the Sectional Final

The Valhalla girls’ basketball team 
had no intention of making its visit to 
the Westchester County Center last 
Friday afternoon a quick one. Despite 
the daunting task of trying to upend the 
top-seeded team in Class B, the Vikings 
battled for all 32 minutes and tried 
everything they could to keep up with the 
Irvington Bulldogs. 

Eighth-grader Shelby Sekinski and 
sophomore center Sam Morillo each 
provided 13 points for the Vikings, 
but it wasn’t quite enough as fourth-
seeded Valhalla had its season come to 
an end with a 44-35 loss in the sectional 
semifinals. 

“The girls played hard,” said Vikings 
coach Stephen Boyer shortly after the 
curtain came down on his team’s 2015-
16 season. “We got it down to four with 
about four and a half minutes left and, 
give them credit, they had two transition 
baskets and it went to eight pretty quick.”

The Vikings only trailed 11-8 after the 
opening quarter and were still within 
four points when Sekinski connected on 
a 3-pointer with 3:23 left in the first half. 
But Valhalla went scoreless the rest of the 
second period and walked off the County 
Center floor trailing 22-14. 

A pair of 3-pointers by Sekinski two 
minutes apart in the third quarter moved 
the Vikings within 24-22 midway through 
the period. Morillo’s layup later cut the 

Irvington lead to 28-24, but the third 
quarter ended with six straight points by 
the Bulldogs, who took their first double-
digit lead of the game into the final period. 

A basket by Morillo with just over four 
minutes left and then a put-back bucket 
by Francesca Guzzo 25 seconds later 
sliced the Bulldog advantage to 38-31, but 
that was as close as the Vikings would get. 
Their last basket of the season came with 
2:24 to go on a put-back by Morillo that 

still  left them trailing 42-34. 
“We struggled a little bit at moments, 

but we came here to win,” said Boyer, 
whose team had already defeated Blind 
Brook and Ardsley in the playoffs. “We 
didn’t come here to show up. And that 
was the message we told the girls at the 
beginning.”

The Vikings lose seniors Guzzo and 

Kaylie Dymek, but will have Morillo for 
two more seasons and Sekinksi for four so 
Boyer can look forward to getting another 
shot or two at the Bulldogs down the road.

“They’re so good,” he said of the 
Bulldogs. “They’re fundamentally sound, 
they don’t make many mistakes. But we 
gave ‘em a game. There were in a game 
with four minutes to go.”

-Andy Jacobs

Valhalla’s Playoff Run is Stopped by Irvington
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continued from page 3
Skylar on one side of the court,” Groll said. 
“And when it’s just the two of us playing 
our game, I think we’re really hard to stop. 
He had a nice pass in to me and I was able 
to finish.”

Milone was called for a foul with under 
35 seconds left that put McWilliams on 
the line for a chance at a 1-and-1. His shot 
clanged off the back iron, and the Bobcats 
got possession of the ball with the shot 
clock turned off. Nowlin was fouled with 
less than 15 seconds left and went to the 
line for a 1-and-1 opportunity.

Repa had his own unique strategy to 
try to send his team some positive vibes 
as they stepped up to the free-throw line 
with a chance to possibly close out the 
game.

“I wasn’t watching,” Repa said. “Because 
I was like, ‘If I don’t watch, we’re gonna 
make them.’ And what did we go, 0 for 3? 
That’s horrible, but we got the offensive 
rebounds, thank God.”

Nowlin’s first free throw came up short 
off the front of the rim, but Lou Filippelli 
was able to grab the rebound and dish 
it out to Sinon, who was fouled with 9.2 
seconds left. But then Sinon missed the 
front end, too. 

Unfortunately for the Dutchmen, once 
again they couldn’t secure the rebound 
and the ball went out of bounds off them. 

Sinon was fouled with 4.2 seconds left, 
but he missed again. That set the stage 
for half-court shot at the buzzer from 
McWilliams. The ball soared through the 
air on a good line, but hit too high off the 
backboard and bounced over the front of 
the rim before landing harmlessly on the 
court. 

“I’m speechless,” Groll said. “I could’ve 
sworn I thought that shot was going in 
at the end of the game…at the beginning 
of the year, this was our biggest goal, and 
now that we’re here, we’re only looking 
forward.”

As the Bobcats and their visibly 
emotional and proud coach paraded the 
Gold Ball around the arena, they couldn’t 
help but make a stop under the balcony 
and hoist the trophy towards their loyal 
student and community fans.

“Just super happy for these kids,” Repa 
said. “The amount of work we put in…
the resolve that this team has shown, I 
think this is a win that’s a testament to the 
program.”

The Bobcats will try to savor this 
sectional championship before making 
their way to the state regionals to play 
against Red Hook on Tuesday night, back 
at the County Center. 

With Tappan Zee now out of the way, 
Repa still has one more challenge awaiting 

him.
“I have jury duty at 8:30 in the morning 

tomorrow [Monday] in Manhattan,” Repa 

laughed. “So, that’s an issue. So I’m going 
to be in Manhattan. I can’t even enjoy 
this one that much, and we have one day 
to prepare for Red Hook. It’s going to be 
crazy to turn it over and come back here 
on Tuesday.”

Bobcats guard Matt Milone gets set to hit a 
3-pointer in front of  Tappan Zee’s Rob McWilliams 
in Sunday’s Class A title game.

Byram Hills coach Ted Repa holds the Gold Ball 
as he greets well-wishers following Sunday night’s 
Class A title game.

The Vikings’ Sam Morillo tries to power her way to 
the basket in the Class B semifinals Friday at the 
Westchester County Center. Valhalla’s Shelby Sekinski gets set to shoot the 

ball as Irvington’s Kelly Degnan defends in 
Friday’s Class B semifinal game.

Valhalla senior Kaylie Dymek rises for a shot along 
the left baseline in the Vikings’ season-ending 
playoff  loss to top-seeded Irvington. 
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Briarcliff’s Jack Ryan

Byram Hills’ Matt Groll

Fox Lane’s Alex Olsen


