
By Martin Wilbur
Mount Pleasant officials remembered 

the six victims of the worst Metro-North 
train accident in the railroad’s history last 
Wednesday night with a candlelight vigil 
at town hall in Valhalla, a short distance 
from where the tragedy occurred.

The brief but solemn ceremony, led 
by Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi and state 
Sen. Terrence Murphy, was held on the 
accident’s first anniversary as 6:26 p.m. 
approached, the time on Feb. 3, 2015, 
when Scarsdale resident Ellen Brody’s 
Mercedes SUV was hit by an oncoming 
train at the Commerce Street crossing.

Joined by town officials and Valhalla 
and Hawthorne fire department members 
who were among those who responded 
to the scene, Fulgenzi lauded those who 

By James Best
The Village of Mount Kisco announced 

last week it has received two federal 
grants totaling $230,000 for pedestrian 
and safety improvements and to buy a bus 
to transport senior citizens. 

Mayor Michael Cindrich said a 
$200,000 grant was for a staircase and 
crosswalk across Preston Way to provide 
pedestrians with a safer and more direct 
route to the nearby shopping center. The 
other grant for $30,000 was to help fund 
a bus for seniors to meet the needs of the 
village’s older population.

Cindrich mentioned that former 
county legislator Peter Harckham, who 
now works with New York State Homes 
and Community Renewal under Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, helped Mount Kisco 

obtain the grants.
“Peter Harckham was instrumental 

in shepherding us through the grant 
procedure,” Cindrich said.

Harckham said that his role in the 
process was more of a marketing and 
outreach perspective.

“It was more the government’s 
commitment and Commissioner Rubin,” 
Harckham said. “The governor has 
had a number of programs for grants 
and community renewal, including 
the consolidated funding application. 
We’re moving forward with initiatives 
in environmental and economic 
development for all of Westchester 
County and the Village of Mount Kisco.”

In a recent press release, Cuomo spoke 
about how Westchester municipalities 

By Martin Wilbur
A proposed intermunicipal agreement 

(IMA) to provide Ossining with New 
Castle water is in limbo after suspicions 
were raised the move would bring a 
pediatric nursing home the water it needs 
for a controversial expansion project.

New Castle officials heard a 
presentation from DPW Commissioner 
Gerry Moerschell at the town board’s 
Jan. 19 work session that the town’s water 
plant has ample capacity to supply the 
Village of Ossining with up to 600,000 
gallons a day as Ossining upgrades its 
Indian Brook Water Treatment Facility. 

Included in the draft IMA was language 
that would bring 100,000 gallons of water 
back from Ossining to New Castle to help 
establish the Spring Valley Water District. 
The district would provide municipal 
water to about 12 residential properties 
along that street from the New Castle-
Ossining line town to Glendale Road.

However, New Castle Councilwoman 

Hala Makowska said after she closely 
examined the proposed IMA, the 
agreement differed from previous water 
arrangements the town has had with other 
municipalities. She said she suspected 
that inclusion of a Spring Valley Water 
District was to provide a water source 
to the Sunshine Children’s Home and 
Rehab Center while being advertised 
by Supervisor Robert Greenstein as fire 
protection improvement. 

“Although the small number of 
residents of properties would definitely 
benefit from enhanced fire protection and 
modestly lowered homeowner insurance 
premiums with new hydrants in their 
neighborhood, the primary purpose of 
the water district is to accommodate the 
future water needs of the Sunshine Home, 
who’s got an application for significant 
expansion in front of the New Castle 
Zoning Board,” Makowska said.
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MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Mount Pleasant Town Clerk Pat Scova, left, lights 
her candle with the help of  Councilwoman Laurie 
Smalley during last Wednesday evening’s vigil to 
remember the victims of  last year’s Metro-North 
accident.
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The Sunshine Home’s application is 
to expand from 54 to 122 beds. Many of 
the facility’s neighbors have opposed the 
project, arguing that the expansion would 
be out of character with the neighborhood 
and would jeopardize the surrounding 
environment. The ZBA has not discussed 
the application since November. At the 
time it was awaiting a hydrology report 
from the town’s environmental consultant.

Greenstein dismissed all insinuations 
that the proposal to create a district 
through the IMA was to bring water 
needed for a Sunshine Home approval. 
He maintained that he wants to prevent 
a repeat of a 1992 fire on the Sunshine 
Home property that forced firefighters to 
let a structure burn to the ground and to 
protect all homeowners in the area.

He said the circumstances amounted 
to “very unfortunate timing” but that 
there was no plan to pursue a fire district 
for Spring Valley Road until Ossining 
recently approached New Castle about 
water to supplement the village’s supply.

“I think even if there was no expansion, 
as members of the town board, something 
that we have to consider is to provide 
adequate protection for a hospital with 
the most vulnerable members of our 
community,” Greenstein said.

Councilman Jeremy Saland said his 

suspicions were triggered by the timing of 
the water district proposal and that there 
has been no petition submitted by any 
property owner on Spring Valley Road to 
create a district, including the Sunshine 
Home.

“On its face, the potential creation of 
the Spring Valley Water District benefits 
a single user, the Sunshine Home,” Saland 
said. “Even if it is gussied up to appear as 
if it is being sought to benefit the dozen 
or so private residences along Spring 
Valley Road, the proposed agreement 
improperly circumvents the process to 
create a water district.” 

At the board’s Jan. 26 meeting 
Makowska proposed separating the 
two parts of the agreement in hopes of 
providing Ossining with the water that 
it needs. The village is seeking a backup 
plan for the peak summer season when 
water usage spikes.

Greenstein said that no one would be so 
brazen as to try and push through a plan 
to supply more water for an expansion in 
an underhanded manner while there has 
been such intense debate on the project.

“Let’s face it, it’s a hospital for children 
who are the sickest of the sick and I 
realize that this has the potential to enable 
them to do their expansion,” Greenstein 
said. “I get that. But even if there was no 
application pending for this expansion…

we as a town board, in my opinion, have 
the ability to increase their fire protection 
by giving them adequate water supply, 
which they don’t have adequate water 
supply right now, as evidenced in 1992 
when they had to let the building burn to 
the ground.”

Representatives of the Sunshine Home 
declined to comment on the matter, 
including whether they approached the 
town to initiate the request.

But Ossining Mayor Victoria Gearity 
said last Friday that village officials 
were surprised late last month when 
they received a copy of the draft IMA 
that included the water district. Gearity 
said her understanding of the proposed 
agreement was for the village to buy 
500,000 gallons of excess water for the 
next six years at a fair price in exchange 
for New Castle receiving state certified 
lab services at Ossining’s water treatment 
plant.

“Other items contained in the proposed 
Inter-Municipal Agreement, and which 
were declared publicly at the Town of New 
Castle’s meeting, had not been reviewed 
or agreed to by the Village of Ossining,” 
according to a statement sent from the 
village by Gearity.

Saland mentioned that he has no 
objection to the Sunshine Home receiving 
water or increased fire protection if it 

demonstrates a need. However, the 2015 
inspection by Medicare uncovered only 
two deficiencies, neither of which is 
related to water access to fight fires, he 
said.

“It is not our role to give a leg up or 
any advantage to any developer whether 
their applications are before us or 
another body,” Saland said. “To do so 
would reek (of) favoritism and unethical  
governance.”

New Castle Water District Proposal Ignites Pediatric Facility Debate
continued from page 1
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By David Propper 
For the third straight year, Patterson 

Democrat Andrew Falk is seeking elected 
office. 

Falk, who confirmed his run for the 
40th Senate District seat last Friday 
afternoon presumably against first-term 
Sen. Terrence Murphy, said he is gearing 
up for a campaign 
focused on public 
education, middle 
class relief and 
making the state 
more affordable. 
The district 
encompasses parts 
of Westchester, 
Putnam, and 
Dutchess counties. 

Falk said despite the repeal of Common 
Core, being perceived as a Republican 
issue, he has been a staunch opponent.

He also said the state must find a way to 
stop burdening middle class families and 
small businesses with crushing taxes by 
seeking mandate relief. 

“These are real issues and they’ve 
always been the issues,” Falk said. “If 
you’ve heard this before, it’s because this 
fight is still there. I don’t see that we’ve 
made any progress.”

Falk has had two failed runs for the 

94th Assembly District seat, both times 
falling to Republican Steve Katz. Last 
year he lost to Rich Williams in the race 
for Patterson supervisor by a paper-thin 
margin. When he lost to Katz in 2012 and 
2014 in a Republican heavy district that 
encompasses parts of upper Westchester 
and Putnam, he received 45 and 47 

percent of the vote, 
respectively. 

Falk voiced 
a series of 
complaints 
about Murphy, 
claiming he’s 
made numerous 
promises when 
he ran for Senate, 

but hasn’t followed through on many. 
Even though Murphy ran on the Stop 
Common Core line, he voted to include 
the Common Core in last year’s budget, 
Falk said. He also voted to send money to 
charter schools in New York City, but not 
for public schools in the Hudson Valley, 
Falk added. 

“His vote is just a disaster and a 
disappointment and breaking his 
promise,” he said. 

Falk also called out Murphy for 
referring to now convicted ex-Senate 
majority leader Dean Skelos as a “true 

gentleman” after he was indicted on 
corruption charges. He said the Ethics 
Committee that Murphy sits on didn’t 
have a meeting in 2015, calling it “mind 
boggling.”

“He congratulates himself when he 

doesn’t accomplish anything,” Falk said.
The state GOP committee didn’t think 

much of Falk entering the race.
“Not only aren’t we going to comment 

specifically about a guy who has run 
twice and lost twice for the Assembly, was 
defeated for town supervisor last year, 
and is already seeking yet another office, 
voters shouldn’t give him the time of day 
either,” Senate GOP spokesman Scott Reif 
said in a statement.

Addressing his propensity to run 
for office, Falk said he thinks residents 
appreciate that he continues to fight for 
causes he finds important. Each time he’s 
run, support has grown, he said. 

As for Murphy, his comments struck 
a more respectful tone. Murphy beat 
Democrat and Croton-on-Hudson 
attorney Justin Wagner in 2014 in a 
contentious race.

“Welcome to the race. Democracy 
is a beautiful thing,” Murphy said in a 
statement. “I am proud of my record 
both as a local councilman and in my 
first year in Albany. I look forward to a 
positive campaign focused on the issues 
that matter to the families of the Hudson 
Valley such as providing real tax relief, 
creating jobs, restoring honesty and 
integrity to state government and winning 
the war on heroin and opioid addiction.”

Democrat Andrew Falk intends to challenge 
freshman state Sen. Terrence Murphy in 
November.

Putnam Democrat Bids to Take on Murphy for State Senate

‘(Murphy) congratulates 
himself when he doesn’t 
accomplish anything.’
--ANDREW FALK
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helped and asked for the public to keep 
those who were touched by the accident 
in their thoughts. 

“For the injured, life will have a new 
perspective. For the lives lost, emptiness 
will be forever present for the families 
left to carry on. For those who worked 
tirelessly on that very cold night to save 
lives you will forever be remembered for 
your efforts,” he said.

“I truly believe the only thing worse 
than this tragedy would be for all of us to 
fail to remember how precious life is and 
not take this moment to reflect,” Fulgenzi 

added.
Murphy also paid tribute to the first 

responders as well as the passengers who 
helped the more than 500 commuters 
aboard the Southeast-bound Harlem line 
train to safety.

“But to the calls that went out to the 
Valhalla and Hawthorne fire department, 
all the mutual aid that was brought in, we 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts,” 
he said.

During the ceremony Mount Pleasant 
Police Chief Paul Oliva read the names of 
the six people killed– Walter Liedtke, Eric 

Vandercar, New Castle residents Robert 
Dirks and Joseph Nadol, Aditya Tomar 
and Brody – followed by the ringing of a 
bell. William Bove, Fulgenzi’s son-in-law, 
sang the national anthem and “God Bless 
America” dressed in his NYPD uniform 
and Fr. Frank Bassett from Holy Name of 
Jesus Church delivered a prayer.

After the vigil ended, focus turned 
toward keeping the issue of improving 
grade crossing safety throughout the 
region in the forefront.

Murphy said he has introduced 
legislation for monitoring at crossings 
throughout the state—cameras that 
would be mounted to help investigators 
learn what happens in the event of future 
accidents. 

He said the measure is gaining traction, 
including interest from the MTA, but 
would want officials in each community to 
decide whether they want them included 
in their municipality.

Fulgenzi said Mount Pleasant is 
awaiting the final report from the National 
Transportation Safety Board, which will 
include findings from the town engineer, 
on what can be done to improve safety 
with the town’s four crossings.

However, since the town doesn’t have 
jurisdiction over the crossings there is 
little it can do on its own, he said.

“They’re not our crossings, we don’t 

own them, we don’t do anything with 
them,” Fulgenzi said. “We own the roads 
coming up to that point, so there’s nothing 
we can do.”

Earlier this week, Brody’s husband, 
Alan Brody, filed a wrongful death suit 
in state Supreme Court against the state, 
claiming that it failed to correct hazards 
at the Commerce Street crossing.

Mt. Pleasant Remembers Metro-North Crash Victims on Anniversary
continued from page 1
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Mount Pleasant Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi leads last 
week’s vigil at town hall for the six victims of last 
year’s tragic Metro-North accident in Valhalla.

Mt. Kisco Receives Two Federal Grants for 
Community Improvements

were able to secure $4.3 million in 
community development grants.

“This funding allows more than a 
dozen crucial development projects 
in Westchester to get off the ground, 
and ultimately improve the local 
communities,” Cuomo said.

In Mount Kisco, the improvements for 
pedestrians will impact low to moderate 
income residents who live a short 
distance from the shopping center by 
allowing them to walk more easily to the 

ShopRite at 195 N. Bedford Rd. and other 
businesses. 

Harckham and the New York State 
Homes and Community Renewal 
organization hope to do more for 
Westchester communities through 
the regional Economic Development 
Council. 

“This will allow businesses to expand,” 
Harckham said. “Communities compete 
for economic development by listing 
performance reports. There are a number 
of opportunities for additional money 
and we are excited for the future.”

continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
The husband of the woman whose 

vehicle was struck Feb. 3, 2015, by a 
Metro-North train in Valhalla that 
killed her and five commuters filed a 
wrongful death suit in state Supreme 
Court last week.

Scarsdale resident Alan Brody, the 
widower of Ellen Schaeffer Brody, is 
suing New York State for negligence 
in the design and operation of the 
Commerce Street grade crossing where 
Ellen Brody’s 2011 Mercedes SUV was 
hit broadside by a Southeast-bound 
Harlem line train at 6:26 p.m. that 
evening. The state has jurisdiction of 
the road leading from the parkway to 
the crossing.

The suit was filed last Wednesday on 
the first anniversary of the accident.

In the litigation, Alan Brody’s 
attorney, Philip Russotti, described a 
series of hazards and defects which 
caused the accident through no fault 
of the driver. He cited the crossing’s 
poor configuration, inadequate lighting 
and a substandard pre-emption system 
which failed to give top priority to 
train activation and to allow vehicles 
sufficient time to clear.

“The railroad crossing configuration 
creates multiple safety concerns 
including but not limited to the fact: 

Commerce Street crosses the railroad 
tracks at a hazardous skew/angle at 117 
(degrees) which limits the motorist’s 
field of view and line of sight to see 
an oncoming train from the south 
especially on the westernmost track,” 
the lawsuit states.

It outlines that a motorist’s ability 
to pick up the train’s audible warning 
system is compromised for a northbound 
train because of the topography and 
a building located in the southeast 
quadrant of the intersection, which 
also hampers the line of vision for a 
motorist. The structure has a bright 
light that impairs a southbound driver’s 
vision after dark and there is excess 
vegetation, the suit continued.

The elevation of the road makes it 
difficult for a motorist to judge whether 
or not he or she should proceed over the 
tracks should there be heavier traffic 
and congestion in the vicinity of the 
crossing, according to the litigation.

The suit raised the issue of the limited 
space between the crossing and the 
intersection with the parkway.

“There is a short queue between the 
railroad tracks and the traffic signal 
beyond the crossing at the intersection 
of Commerce Street and the Taconic 
State Parkway,” it stated. “This creates a 
hazard and increases the likelihood that 

a car can get trapped on the tracks due 
to stopped traffic.”

In addition, there was no space for an 
escape area for a driver in the event a 
motorist was trapped.

The suit argues that the state was also 
negligent for failing to recommend to 
DOT that the crossing be closed. Since 
there is another crossings a little more 
than 2,000 feet away at West Stevens and 
Lakeview avenues, the Commerce Street 
crossing is redundant and unnecessary, 
it contends.

The state was also negligent in 

following through on plans proposed by 
the state Department of Transportation 
in 2009, which allocated money to pay 
for the installation of additional warning 
lights and signs at the Commerce Street 
crossing, according to the plaintiff.

The National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) has not completed its 
investigation of the accident. The Town 
of Mount Pleasant also has its engineer 
examining the crossing and those 
conclusions will be made available 
to the NTSB, town Supervisor Carl 
Fulgenzi said last week.

Husband of SUV Driver in Metro-North Crash Files Suit Against State

The grade crossing at Commerce Street in Valhalla where last year’s crash killed SUV driver Ellen Brody and 
five passengers aboard a Metro-North train.
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By Arthur Cusano
Congresswoman Nita Lowey 

(D-Harrison) is pushing to allow New 
York students to study year-round using 
federal Pell Grants.

Lowey announced her bill at 
Westchester Community College (WCC) 
Monday, where she was joined by college 
administrators and several students. The 

legislation is aimed at helping students 
graduate faster and accumulate less 
college debt, she said.

“Student loan debt has reached $1.2 
trillion nationwide, with 40 million 
borrowers,” Lowey said. “The average 
student loan is $29,000 upon graduation. 
It’s a weight on the shoulders of those 
trying to build a career. And it makes it 

more difficult for hard working Americans 
to save for a home, for retirement and 
one day to pay for college for their own 
children.” 

WCC President Belinda Miles 
said summer Pell Grants would be 
tremendously beneficial to students, 
who she said often have their studies 
unnecessarily delayed by the current 
rules. Under current law, qualifying low-
income, full-time students are eligible 
for two Pell Grants per year. After two 
semesters, students must wait until the 
next academic year to become eligible for 
additional grants. 

“It becomes a challenge because 
students have to have an interruption 
in their studies when they don’t have 
resources available to stay enrolled 
continuously for fall, spring and summer,” 
Miles said. “We watch our students work 
two or three part-time jobs. We watch 
them maintain the responsibilities they 
have to their families that can interfere 
with their studies and watch them 
struggle from taking too many credits in 
the fall and spring because they don’t have 
the Pell opportunity in the summer.”

In 1980, Pell Grants covered 77 percent 
of a four-year college education. Due to 
the skyrocketing cost of college, last year 
the grants covered only 29 percent, Lowey 
said.

The proposed legislation will provide 

nearly 700,000 students with an average 
additional grant of $1,915 toward tuition 
to help students earn their degrees faster.

In 2014-15, 20,030 students in the 
17th Congressional District received 
$79 million in Pell Grants, according 
to Lowey’s office. About 6,000 WCC 
students receive $22 million in Pell 
Grants annually; meanwhile, 2,895 Pace 
University students receive $13 million. 
Students received about $2 billion in Pell 
Grants statewide.

Lowey to Push for Year-Round Pell Grant Funding for Students

Pace to Host Town Hall Meeting on NYS 
Teacher Certification

Pace University’s School of 
Education will host a forum with 
New York State Regents this 
Wednesday, Feb. 10 from 9:30 
a.m. to noon regarding the current 
teacher certification exams. Pace’s 
partner schools and neighboring 
colleges including Bank Street, 
Mercy College, and Manhattanville 
College will have representatives in 
attendance. 

The forum’s purpose is to convene 
teacher education faculty, teacher 
candidates and public school 
teachers and administrators to 
consider the impact of the new 
teacher certification requirements, 
including the edTPA, ALST, EAS 
and CSTs on teacher preparation and 

the field. Educators in attendance 
will share experiences and concerns 
about teacher certification 
requirements with New York State 
Regent Kathleen Cashin, Regent 
Judith Johnson and Regent Betty 
Rosa. Panel members will provide 
multiple perspectives on this topic.  

The forum will be held at 
Pace’s Kessel Student Center’s 
Butcher Suite, 861 Bedford Rd. in 
Pleasantville. (Use Entrance 3 with 
parking at Entrance 2) Parking for 
this event will be located at Entrance 
2 in Lot D. Call 914-773-3829 with 
questions about the event or the 
location. Faculty contact is Dr. Leslie 
Soodak who can be reached at 914-
773-3875 or at lsoodak@pace.edu. 

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
Congresswoman Nita Lowey, announced a bill 
to fund year-round Pell Grants at Westchester 
Community College Monday.
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By Arthur Cusano
Anyone who has tried to go to a hot 

concert or sporting event at a large venue 
knows buying a ticket before the scalpers 
swoop in is a challenge. 

The problem has recently caught the 
attention of state lawmakers, who are 
looking to crack down on the resale 
market that is too often unscrupulous.

State Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti 
(D-Pleasantville) is sponsoring a new 
bill with fellow assembly members Gary 
Pretlow (D-Mount Vernon) and Long 
Island Republican Michael Montesano. 
The bill was drafted and is being 
sponsored in the Senate by state Sen. Dan 
Squadron (D-Brooklyn).

“This is another instance where 
corporations and the well-connected 
are doing very well at the expense of 
the middle class,” Abinanti said. “I’ve 
introduced legislation to try to close 
the loopholes that have worked to the 
disadvantage of the middle class, of the 
normal ticket buyer.”

Abinanti’s bill comes less than a month 
after a Jan. 28 report from Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman detailed 
consumer fraud in the concert and 
sports ticket industry. The investigation 
discovered that in addition to the 
rampant use of bots, a program that can 
buy swaths of tickets quickly by ticket 
resellers, a majority of tickets to some 
popular concerts are reserved for event 

insiders and pre-sale customers before 
being made available to the general public. 

The report stated some ticket resellers 
mark up the price almost 1,000 percent 
in some cases. Some ticket resellers are 
operating without a license.

“We know Bruce Springsteen fans ran 
into this problem in the Buffalo region 
when The Boss’ show next month at the 
First Niagara Center ran out in just hours,” 
Schneiderman said in his report. Almost 
immediately, many of those tickets were 
posted on resale sites like StubHub or 
TicketsNow at huge markups. It turned 
out to be a much more complex problem 
than we had initially thought.”

Abinanti’s legislation would require the 
licensing of all ticket resellers, prohibit 
the use of bots and places a 20 percent 
cap over the primary market price for 
resold tickets. The bill also fulfills a 
recommendation made by Schneiderman: 
prohibiting venue operators from using 
paperless ticketing systems that prevent 
the transfer of tickets from consumer to 
consumer.

Abinanti said the state had a stronger 
statute against scalpers, but when laws 
were changed in 2007 that opened 
loopholes. He said he hoped the new bill 
can close those loopholes and receive 
bipartisan support.

“I haven’t heard anybody against the 
legislation, and frankly, I don’t know why 
the legislature made the changes that 

allowed this to happen,” Abinanti said.
Better Business Bureau Executive 

Director Brian Rauer said navigating 
the online ticket resale market can be 
treacherous. While his organization does 
not comment on proposed legislation, he 
agreed the problem has reached epidemic 
proportions.

“It’s a huge problem,” Rauer said. 
“It’s how a large amount of tickets are 
gobbled up when they shouldn’t be. It’s an 
impermissible way for them to cheat the 
American public of the tickets they want 
to get.”

Until legislation is passed to prevent 
such issues, Rauer said consumers need to 
do their homework when making online 
ticket purchases. He offered the following 
tips to consumers to help them avoid 
being taken advantage of:

-Stick with a ticket reseller who can 
provide a license number as opposed 
to scalpers and scammers. The Better 
Business Bureau has free reports for 
consumers that list reported issues with 
resale companies.

-Always see if tickets can be purchased 
directly from the venue, either from their 
website or ticket office.

-Look for a lock symbol in the web 
address that denotes the site is secure, as 
well as the HTTPS (S for secure). Check 
if the company sells personal information 
to a third party.

-Check if there are additional fees or 

markups for tickets purchased. Make 
sure the total final price is listed before 
completing the transaction.

-Use a credit card when possible, and 
avoid using prepaid cash cards or wire 
transfers, which offer little or no purchase 
protection.

-Make sure the seats being purchased 
are seats without an obstructed view, 
which is more common for sporting 
events. 

-Checking the seat number online 
can prevent consumers from buying a 
fraudulent ticket, which often contain a 
made up seat or row number.

Abinanti Sponsoring Bill to Crack Down on Ticket Scalpers
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Paul Longo
Paul R. Longo of North White Plains 

died on Feb. 5. 
He was 79.
Longo was born on June 16, 1936, 

to the late Gerard and Mary (nee 
Carravone) Longo in White Plains. He 
was a retired engineering inspector with 
Con Edison in New York City.  

Longo is survived by his devoted 
wife, RoseMarie (nee Damiano) Longo, 
of North White Plains; his loving 
children, Susan (Nick) Longo-Marzella 
of Thornwood, Richard (Kim) Longo 
and Diana (Scott) Longo-Altro both of 
North White Plains and Gerard (Sharon) 

Longo of Sandy Hook, Conn.; and his 
seven cherished grandchildren, Nicholas, 
Matthew, Andrea, Frankie, Danielle, 
Emily and Scott. He was predeceased by 
his brother, Joseph Longo. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home yesterday (Monday). A funeral 
Mass was held at Holy Name of Jesus 
Church in Valhalla today (Tuesday) at 
10 a.m. followed by interment at Mount 
Calvary Cemetery in Greenburgh. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital in Memphis 
would be appreciated.

Steven MacFadden
Steven S. MacFadden of Valhalla died 

suddenly on Feb. 1. 
He was 46.
MacFadden was born on Aug. 1, 

1969, to Donald and Albina (nee Raneri) 
MacFadden in White Plains. He was the 
owner-operator of BCI Computer Co. in 
White Plains. He loved cars, music and 
animals. 

MacFadden is survived by his father, 
Donald MacFadden, of White Plains; 
by his devoted wife, MaryJean (nee 
Trapani) MacFadden, of Valhalla; his 
loving siblings, Deborah MacFadden of 
New Milford, Conn., Kathleen (David) 

Sanchioli of New Fairfield, Conn. and 
Donald MacFadden of White Plains; 
and by his many aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends and by his 
beloved dog, Buddy. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home Feb. 3. A funeral Mass was held 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace Chapel at 
Gate of Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne 
on Feb. 4 followed by entombment.

In lieu of flowers, donations to any 
animal charity of your choice would be 
appreciated.
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North Castle Police Department

Jan. 29: A complainant contacted 
headquarters at 1:20 p.m. to request that 
his sister be notified that she is no longer 
welcome on the property of Broadway 
Pizzeria (South) on North Broadway. 
The request appears to stem from a civil 
matter. Matter adjusted.

Jan. 29: A Banksville Avenue resident 
reported at 5:50 p.m. that her ex-husband 
picked up her kids from her house earlier 

today and the babysitter is refusing to 
leave because the sitter believes she is 
owed another $60. The complainant 
wants the babysitter escorted from 
the premises and to get the key back. 
The responding officer stated that the 
babysitter left the house.

Jan. 30: Personnel at Bank of America 
on Main Street reported damage to 
the drive-through ATM at 8:51 a.m. 
It apparently occurred between the 
previous afternoon and this morning. 

Jan. 30: Report of an injured vulture, 
possibly with a broken wing, in a parking 
lot on Main Street at 10:58 a.m. The 
dispatching officer contacted the state 
DEC for assistance.

Feb. 1: A complainant reported at 8:46 
p.m. that his wife ran over a street sign 
in the roadway on Whippoorwill Road 
in the area of Half Mile Road. He stated 
that two tires were damaged on the 
vehicle. An officer is requested to report 
to the complainant’s residence to speak 

to his wife and take a report.
Feb. 3: North Castle police reported 

at 11:37 a.m. that headquarters has 
received numerous complaints from 
residents regarding phone calls they have 
received from people who claim they 
work for the IRS or federal government. 
These callers tell the residents that they 
are looking to collect money and/or 
personal information. The police advised 
residents not to release any information 
or send any funds.
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By Arthur Cusano
Education issues was the major 

concern last Friday at a public hearing 
held by Westchester-based state 
Assembly members on Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s 2016 executive budget at the 
Greenburgh Public Library.

Assemblymen David Buchwald 
(D-White Plains), Thomas Abinanti 
(D-Pleasantville), Gary Pretlow 
(D-Mount Vernon) and Steven Otis 
(D-Rye) heard comments from dozens 
of area residents during the three-hour 
forum, but the recurring topics were 
the changes in school funding, testing 
and teacher evaluation that had been 
implemented in recent years.

Lisa Davis, executive director of the 
Westchester-Putnam School Boards 
Association, said the state aid numbers 
in Cuomo’s budget were inadequate. 
Last month Cuomo called for $266 
million toward foundation aid, the 
main source of funding for general 
school operations, and $189 million to 
partially restore the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment (GEA).

“The aid that’s included in the 
executive budget significantly 
underfunds the needs of our schools,” 
Davis said. 

The situation is dire because the 
maximum tax levy increase districts 
face for 2016-17 under the tax cap is 

0.12 percent. Meanwhile, the state has a 
large surplus, she added.

Davis said various state organizations, 
including the Board of Regents, had 
called for twice as much foundation aid 
than what Cuomo proposed. She also 
called for an end to the GEA, which 
began redirecting money from school 
districts in 2010 to help close the state’s 
deficit. 

Foundation aid was frozen in 2007 
while some districts have seen large 
jumps in enrollment and special needs 
students. 

“The levy limit should be 2 percent 
or higher based on a five-year rolling 
average CPI, not on a single year, such 
as the pension is done,” Davis said. “And 
there should be (additional) factors for 
enrollment growth, tax certioraris and 
other things.” 

She also questioned proposals to 
increase charter school tuition in New 
York City and plans to make the city pay 
for a charter school’s real estate lease if 
co-location at a nearby public school is 
not offered.

Another issue was the Triborough 
Amendment, which requires an expired 
contract remain in effect until another 
deal is reached. 

“We have some districts that have 
contract (negotiations) that have not 
been settled for two years,” Davis said. 

Pretlow countered that the 
Triborough Amendment was a reaction 
to the earlier Taylor Law, put in place 
to curb union power and reduce strikes.

Edward Kliszus, superintendent of the 
Port Chester-Rye School District where 
72 percent of students qualify for free 
or reduced lunch and 28 percent require 
English language learning services, said 
the district has lost $9.9 million dollars 
the past seven years due to the GEA and 
more than $135 million in enrollment-
based foundation aid.

Meanwhile, the district’s enrollment 
has grown by more than 700 students 
since 2007 when foundation aid figures 
were frozen, Kliszus said.

The proposed 2016-17 budget 
includes just 45 percent of the 
enrollment-based foundation aid the 
district is entitled to. Port Chester-Rye 
is one of three high-needs districts in 
the state that are funded at less than 
50 percent by foundation aid. Kliszus 
recommended such districts receive at 
least 50 percent next year.

Kliszus said changing the tax cap 
formula for 2016-17 from Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) to 2 percent would 
also yield his district an additional $1.1 
million.

Abinanti said that the GEA and 
foundation aid must be addressed, since 
those issues are deeply interrelated.

“If we increase state aid to the 
foundation aid and not restore the gap 
elimination, all we’re doing is funding 
a faulty formula with this quirk in it, 
which reduces it (funding) in large 
measure to the suburban schools,” 
Abinanti said.

The legislators also heard from 
Yonkers Federation of Teachers 
President Pat Puleo, who said the city’s 

Education Funding, Reforms Dominate Local State Budget Hearing

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
Lisa Davis, executive director of  the Westchester-
Putnam School Boards Association, was one of  
the speakers at last Friday’s state budget hearing 
in Greenburgh.

continued on page 10
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Education Funding, Reforms Dominate 
Local State Budget Hearing

Entergy Downplays Leak at Indian 
Point as Cuomo Initiates Probe
By Rick Pezzullo

The owner of the Indian Point nuclear 
power plant downplayed radioactive-
water that recently leaked into the 
groundwater at the Buchanan facility.

In a statement issued Saturday, 
Entergy maintained that elevated levels 
of tritium in three monitoring wells at 
Indian Point likely reached the ground 
during recent work activities on site 
“did not affect any source or drinking 
water on site or off site.”

“While elevated tritium in the 
ground on site is not in accordance 
with our standards, there is no health 
or safety consequence to the public, 
and releases are more than a thousand 
times below federal permissible limits,” 
stated Entergy officials, who noted they 
voluntarily notified the federal Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC), state 
agencies and key stakeholders about 
the elevated level of tritium, which 
was described as “a radioactively weak 
isotope of hydrogen.”

Entergy also stated tritium in the 
ground was a well-studied issue by 
the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC), 
which previously concluded historic 
leaks of tritium to the ground at Indian 

Point had no effect on public health or 
safety.

However, Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
who has opposed the pending 20-year 
license renewal of Indian Point that 
the NRC has been mulling, called the 
levels of radioactivity at three wells 
“alarming” and directed DEC Acting 
Commissioner Basil Seggos and Health 
Department Commissioner Howard 
Zucker to investigate the incident and 
determine the extent of the release.

“Our first concern is for the health 
and safety of the residents close to the 
facility and ensuring the groundwater 
leak does not pose a threat,” Cuomo 
stated. “This latest failure at Indian 
Point is unacceptable. We need to 
identify whether this incident could 
have been avoided by exercising 
reasonable care. We also need to know 
how a recurrence of this episode can be 
avoided by specific steps that Entergy 
should be taking.”

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer also called 
on the NRC to investigate the leak.

Indian Point generates about 25 
percent of power used annually by 
homes, businesses and public facilities 
in Westchester and New York City.
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school district, the fourth largest in 
the state, was just above Port Chester 
at the bottom of the list of per pupil 
funding. The district is owed about $5.5 
million in GEA aid and $40 million 
in foundation aid. Like Port Chester, 
Yonkers’ student population had grown 
significantly in recent years.

Puleo said the receivership school 
process was making life difficult 
for teachers, who can be fired by a 
superintendent if their students do 
poorly on the same state tests being 
criticized by the governor and hired 
back only if deemed to be the “most 
qualified” person on the list. Puleo 
said that label was fairly arbitrary and 
could be used to target older teachers or 
minorities.

“What we’re concerned about is 
that someone is going to be deemed 
unqualified because she happened to 
be there 25 years and she’s making 

$100,000,” Puleo said, “and somebody’s 
nephew will be hired making $60,000. 
That’s the reason we had tenure, why we 
had seniority.”

Puleo recommended creating 
incentives to teach at so-called failing 
schools, restoration of local control of 
collective bargaining rights and more 
funds for professional development. 

Pretlow said the receivership school 
program was a failed effort aimed at 
destroying the state’s public schools. 
He said the Board of Regents was in the 
middle of a power struggle and that the 
appointments made next year would 
decide whether support for receivership 
programs and charter schools would 
grow or diminish.

Friday’s hearing was temporarily 
interrupted when a car crashed through 
the glass front entrance of the library. 
The driver of the car was unharmed and 
no one else was injured. The crash was 
deemed an accident.

Continued from page 9
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

By Salvatore DiCostanzo
When I meet with people for the 

first time who are interested in estate 
planning, their focus is usually on after-
death planning. Whether their concern 
is minimizing estate taxes, planning for 
minor or spendthrift children or simply 
passing assets to the next generation 
as quickly and efficiently as possible, 
nearly every meeting begins with a 
discussion on post mortem planning 
and the preparation of documents, 
such as a Last Will and Testament or 
revocable trust. This is a shortsighted 
approach.

More important than planning for 
death is planning for that period of time 
between your golden years and death 
where you may become disabled and 
incapacitated. This necessitates long-
term care. I like to refer to this period 
as “the space between.” I often joke with 
clients that dying is not the problem, but 
becoming disabled and incapacitated is 
worse.  

It is sometimes difficult to redirect 
someone’s attention to this topic when 
they have geared themselves up for 
a discussion about their death. I am 
very sensitive to this since most people 
wait many years before they find the 

nerve to finally talk about their death. 
Then they meet with me and I throw 
them a curveball about incapacity and 
disability. But once we start talking 
about how “the space between” can be 
a tumultuous time in a person’s life, I 
usually grab their attention.  

Once you die, the game is over. Your 
assets are no longer needed to cover 
the cost of your care. It is during “the 
space between” that you run the risk of 
losing a considerable amount of assets 
to the cost of your care. In order to fully 
appreciate this risk, one must consider 
the probability of falling ill and the 
possibility of requiring long-term care, 
and then the limited options to pay for 
the cost of that care. 

It quickly becomes apparent that 
there are a limited number of ways to 
pay for the cost of long-term care, and 
without proper planning, there is a high 
probability that you will be spending a 
considerable amount of assets. This is 
why planning for “the space between” 
is my primary focus as an elder law 
attorney.     

No one likes to think about becoming 
disabled or losing their capacity, but 
compounding that with the significant 
loss of assets is usually intolerable for 

most.  In order to properly plan, one 
must consider planning techniques 
such as an irrevocable Medicaid 
Trust and a properly drafted power of 
attorney together with a statutory gifts 
rider. These are documents that work to 
protect your assets if you require long-
term care. 

A Last Will and Testament does not 
protect your assets. So often I hear 
people say to me, “Doesn’t my will 
protect me?” or worse, “my assets are 
protected because I have a revocable 
trust.” These documents do not protect 
your assets, they simply provide a 
mechanism to pass your assets to the 
next generation.  

When planning, be prepared to 
talk about “the space between” and 
remember, dying is the easy part. And if 
I shake your hand and tell you that I hope 
you die of a sudden heart attack before 
reaching “the space between,” perhaps 
you can appreciate my rationale.

Salvatore DiCostanzo is a Yorktown-
based elder care attorney. He can be 
reached at 914-925-1010 or by e-mail 
at smd@mfd-law.com or visit www.
plantodayfortomorrow.com.

It would be fascinating to understand 
the thought process of those responsible 
in New Castle for the highly regrettable 
episode in trying to create a Spring 
Valley Water District.

The sudden and rather secretive 
inclusion of the proposed water district 
within a draft intermunicipal agreement 
last month with the Village of Ossining 
wasn’t a poor decision because the 
matter is interrelated with the highly 
controversial Sunshine Children’s Home 
and Rehab Center expansion project. 
However, because of the circumstances, 
the timing and manner in which the 
matter arose calls into question the 
judgment of those who would come up 
with the idea.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein has 
steadfastly maintained that bringing 
municipal water to Spring Valley Road 
in the extreme western edge of the 
town ought to be done to enhance fire 
protection. Maybe so, and giving him 
the benefit of any doubt, perhaps it was 
an honest attempt. 

However, with the proposed 
expansion of the pediatric nursing 

home being one of the hottest of hot-
button issues in New Castle right now, 
any official who comes up with such 
a plan has to go out of his or her way 
to make sure that there’s even more 
transparency than what is required.

There are factors in play that rightfully 
suggest to suspicious community 
members that this could be a desperate 
attempt to find a way to bring more 
water to the site. Hydrology issues have 
been among the key discussion items 
in the most recent public discussions 
before the New Castle Zoning Board of 
Appeals.

But there have been other recent head-
scratching turn of events as well. Why 
did Ossining officials only learn about 
the Spring Valley Road Water District 
proposal when it was included in the draft 
IMA that they received from the town 
shortly after the Jan. 19 New Castle Town 
Board work session?

Why has there been no petition 
formally filed with the town and why 
weren’t the approximately 12 residential 
property owners who would benefit from 
a district aware that this could be in the 

works?
Most of all, if access to water for 

firefighting purposes is the chief reason 
for the district, particularly as it relates 
to Sunshine, why did the facility get an 
excellent report from Medicare when it 
its fire-related inspection for 2015 was 
completed?

Regardless of who’s really behind the 
effort, this latest chapter puts the Sunshine 
Home in a awkward position. Already 
battling residents who want no part of 
any expansion at the site, those against 
the application may believe that the 
facility and its representatives are behind 
the water district proposal. Even if the 
residents aren’t, they could become even 
more emboldened in their opposition to a 
facility that could use more space.

That would be unfortunate. As town 
council members Hala Makowska 
and Jeremy Saland stated recently, the 
application for the Sunshine Home, 
which does outstanding work for 
critically ill children, should rise or fall on 
its own merits, not be ensnared in another 
controversy that should have been so 
preventable.

Guest Column

Editorial
Water District Plan a Prime Example of Governmental Bungling

Estate Planning Also Means Preparing for ‘The Space Between’
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By Martin Wilbur
Jun Seok Yoon’s dream was to start 

a business. He figured the best way to 
accomplish that goal was to find his way 
to the United States from his native Seoul, 
South Korea. 

He began applying to master’s programs 
at universities throughout the U.S. in 2002, 
eventually choosing SUNY Stony Brook 
because it has an excellent computer 
science program, was close to New York 
and accommodated international students. 

The move was a natural progression 
for Yoon, after earning his undergraduate 
degree in computer engineering and 
initially working as a software engineer.

“After finishing my college degree at 
Chung-Ang University and working for a 
software company in South Korea, I wanted 
to become an entrepreneur and the United 
States is the best place to start a business 
from scratch in terms of infrastructure and 
environment,” Yoon said. “In order to make 
it happen, I first needed to learn how to 
speak English, understand the new culture 
and build a network while developing my 
technical skills.”

While Yoon acknowledges he’s still 
adjusting some to American culture, he 
was able to grasp the new language and 
his skills flourished. After completing his 
post-graduate studies, Yoon worked for 
nearly a decade in computer engineering 
for several different companies in the 
metropolitan area.

About a year-and-a-half ago he became 
a co-founder and chief technology officer 
for the Manhattan-based Culinary Agents, 
a networking and job matching website 
dedicated specifically to the food, beverage 
and hospitality industry.

The company, which currently 
employs about 15 people, was launched 
by CEO Alice Cheng. Culinary Agents 
uses technology to help the industry 
find talented candidates to hire and fill 
almost any type of job opening, including 
executive chefs, cooks, sommeliers, social 
media managers and administrative and 
office help, Yoon said.

Individuals can create and post their 
profile to the company’s website and 
employers can create a business page and 
market their company to job seekers in 

the industry at no charge. If 
an employer wants to post 
a specific job opening, they 
can choose one of Culinary 
Agents’ plans with various 
price points, Yoon said. Over 
6,000 businesses currently 
use Culinary Agents for 
their hiring needs, including 
more than 65 percent 
of all Michelin-star rated 
restaurants in the U.S.

Yoon, whose work ranges from simple 
engineering tasks to high-level platform 
architecture, said the company is filling a 
critical void. Over the past 10 years, the 
food, beverage and hospitality industry 
has evolved to where there are more 
opportunities for ambitious cooks to 
choose from, and not just in restaurants.

“Unfortunately with the increase in non-
restaurant opportunities readily available 
to aspiring chefs, the restaurant industry is 
feeling most of the pain,” said Yoon, who 
also lived in Jersey City, Harrison and New 
Rochelle before settling in Chappaqua 
with his family. “Businesses are finding 
it hard enough to find talent with the 
right foundational skills and attitude and 
so in many cases they have reset their 
expectations.”

Yoon, 40, said a varied number of 
establishments in more than 30 markets 
across the U.S. are using Culinary Agents’ 
service – upscale restaurants, fast-
casual eateries, caterers and hotels. Since 

October, the company has 
had a presence in France and 
Italy and this month they’re 
entering the United Kingdom.

Through the 1990s, 
technology was an exciting 
area for Yoon to pursue, 
realizing he could help solve 
real-life problems.

“I have always been curious 
regarding how things work 

together and how that can be applied to the 
real world,” said Yoon, who met his wife 
while at Stony Brook and has two children. 
“Especially when search engines like 
Yahoo and Google became more popular 
in the late 1990s, I wanted to understand 
the logic and algorithm behind listings 
and tried to manipulate their functions to 
create another application.”

In addition to being on the ground floor 
of a still young company, Yoon recently 
received another thrill. In December, he 
learned he was on a list of distinguished 
Stony Brook alumni to be honored with 
the school’s 40 Under 40 Award. According 
to the school, the honorees represent some 
of the university’s most creative young 
professionals.

Yoon doesn’t know who nominated him 
for the award but was grateful that in his 
last year of eligibility he was recognized.

“I’m deeply honored to receive this 
award because it’s a kind of certification on 
my career history as an entrepreneur and 
technologist,” Yoon said.

know your
Neighbor

Jun Seok Yoon
Computer Scientist, Chappaqua

Safety is much more than a job for our engineers. Rob Andersen is a Navy veteran, control room 
supervisor at Indian Point, and father of three children. Today, after a $1 billion investment that 
added layers upon layers of safety and security throughout the plant, Rob is helping to run one 
of the safest nuclear facilities in the U.S. 

Discover more about Indian Point at RightForNewYork.com

“ He’s one big reason I never 
compromise on safety.” Rob Andersen 

Control Room Supervisor
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Happy 
Valentine’s 

Day

Irene’s Hair Salon

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 9:30-5, Fri 9:30-7, Saturday 9-5, Closed Sunday

Now Open 
Mondays 10-5 914-495-3010

16 Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, NY

With this ad

FREE HAIR CUT 
with one 

process color
$2.00 OFF Any Haircut 

with this ad

Reservations Suggested

Come
Celebrate 

Valentine’s Day at

914-769.6077
Rose Hill Shopping Center

628 Columbus Avenue • Thornwood, New York 10594
www.silviosrestaurant.com

CLOSED MONDAYS

Fine European 
Hair Design

12 Marble Avenue • Pleasantville, NY 10570
914-769-8262

www.eurospasalon.net

Happy Valentine’s Day from

Treat Mom to cupcakes 
this Mother’s Day!

Order ahead for Cupcake Bouquets, Cupcake Cakes, 
Cookies! Or stop by for delicious, beautiful cupcakes: 
Strawberry, Lemon Lavender, Red Velvet, Chocolate 
Flourless, Chocolate Raspberry Dream, and more.
 
19 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville
flourandsunbakery.com • 914.495.3232 
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest & Instagram

Happy Valentine’s Day 
from Flour & Sun! 

We will be open Saturday 2/13 
and Sunday 2/14 

from 9am-4pm and
We will have plenty of delicious 

sweets for your loved ones.
Heart Cake Pops $3
Cuddle Cottages $4 

Heart Shaped Cakes and 
Valentine’s Decorated Cupcakes!

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Valentine’s Day Gift Ideas!

Terra Rustica Due

Join us for Valentine’s Day
We will be celebrating all weekend…

Now taking reservations
Special Valentine’s menu

Family Style Dining • Regular menu also available 
Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

77 So. Moger Ave •Mount Kisco NY 10549 • 914 666-7005
www.terrarusticaristorante.com 

Find us on FB
Visit our other location at

550 No. State Rd • Briarcliff Manor • 914 923-9300

Terra Rustica Due

Join us for Valentine’s Day

1736 Front Street Yorktown Hts.
914-490-3966

Sponsors always needed

Come Celebrate our 
4th Anniversary!

Present this ad and receive 

20% off.
Donate clothing and 

receive an additional 

10% off.
Expires February 17th 2016

Join us February 14th 

for music & refreshments.

4th Anniversary!
Present this ad and receive 

Expires February 17th 2016

Join us February 14th Expires February 17th 2016

Join us February 14th Expires February 17th 2016

for music & refreshments.

480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

Come in for Your
Valentine Bagels!

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
6 FREE

With this coupon • Limit one per customer • Not to be
combined with other o� ers. Expires 3/31/16

Mt. Kisco Bagel Co. • Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 10am-4pm
Tel. or Fax: 914-769-0771

COMMUNION FAVORS

SHOWERS

VALENTINE’S DAY

PARTY FAVORS

WEDDINGS

WEDDINGS

VALENTINE’S DAY

PARTY FAVORS

RETRO-
CANDY

Chocolate Heart Boxes Filled with Chocolate Candy
Chocolate Roses, Pops, Novelties
Fill Your own Unique Packing
This is the Place for Custom Chocolates,
Chocolate Wafers and Supplies for all Chocolate Making! 

And, much, much more!

FINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEART
Chocolate Heart Boxes Filled with Chocolate Candy

FINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEARTFINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEARTFINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEART

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Happy 
Valentine’s 

Day

914.769.4040
10 Marble Ave • Pleasantville, NY 10570

FlightsBar@gmail.com
www.FlightsWineWhiskey.com

Happy 
Valentine’s 

Day
From 

1821 E. Main St • Rt 6 • Mohegan Lake 
(Near Sprint and Peachwave Yogurt)

914-737-6780 
NilesFloorsandBlinds.com

Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

Everything you need for baby showers, birthdays,  
holidays &“just because” 

774 N. Bedford Road
Bedford Hills, NY 10507

(914) 242-4685

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat: 9:30-6PM

Sun: 10-4PM

Join us for a fun-filled Valentine’s Party

Thursday Feb 11th from 9:30am - 6pm

Music with Ms Nanette

Valentine’s Crafts

Games and Snacks

Our Valentine’s gift 
to our customers - 20%

off all day!

720 North Bedford Road • Bedford Hills NY 
(next to Bedford Bagels, across from Shoprite)

914 864-0638

Dollar Shoppe and More
We’re your Valentine’s day Headquarters!

Balloons Cards Candies, Beauty Supplies and more!

15% OFF
 purchase of $15 or more

20% OFF
 purchase of $25 or more 

Expires 2/28/16
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this Mother’s Day!

Order ahead for Cupcake Bouquets, Cupcake Cakes, 
Cookies! Or stop by for delicious, beautiful cupcakes: 
Strawberry, Lemon Lavender, Red Velvet, Chocolate 
Flourless, Chocolate Raspberry Dream, and more.
 
19 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville
flourandsunbakery.com • 914.495.3232 
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest & Instagram

Happy Valentine’s Day 
from Flour & Sun! 

We will be open Saturday 2/13 
and Sunday 2/14 

from 9am-4pm and
We will have plenty of delicious 

sweets for your loved ones.
Heart Cake Pops $3
Cuddle Cottages $4 

Heart Shaped Cakes and 
Valentine’s Decorated Cupcakes!

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Valentine’s Day Gift Ideas!

Terra Rustica Due

Join us for Valentine’s Day
We will be celebrating all weekend…

Now taking reservations
Special Valentine’s menu

Family Style Dining • Regular menu also available 
Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

77 So. Moger Ave •Mount Kisco NY 10549 • 914 666-7005
www.terrarusticaristorante.com 

Find us on FB
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Join us for Valentine’s Day

1736 Front Street Yorktown Hts.
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Sponsors always needed

Come Celebrate our 
4th Anniversary!

Present this ad and receive 

20% off.
Donate clothing and 
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480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

Come in for Your
Valentine Bagels!

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
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15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 10am-4pm
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Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
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Walk-ins 
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Day

914.769.4040
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www.FlightsWineWhiskey.com
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Day
From 

1821 E. Main St • Rt 6 • Mohegan Lake 
(Near Sprint and Peachwave Yogurt)

914-737-6780 
NilesFloorsandBlinds.com

Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

Everything you need for baby showers, birthdays,  
holidays &“just because” 

774 N. Bedford Road
Bedford Hills, NY 10507

(914) 242-4685

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat: 9:30-6PM

Sun: 10-4PM

Join us for a fun-filled Valentine’s Party

Thursday Feb 11th from 9:30am - 6pm

Music with Ms Nanette

Valentine’s Crafts

Games and Snacks

Our Valentine’s gift 
to our customers - 20%

off all day!

720 North Bedford Road • Bedford Hills NY 
(next to Bedford Bagels, across from Shoprite)

914 864-0638

Dollar Shoppe and More
We’re your Valentine’s day Headquarters!

Balloons Cards Candies, Beauty Supplies and more!

15% OFF
 purchase of $15 or more

20% OFF
 purchase of $25 or more 

Expires 2/28/16
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urgent care
MKMG

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care For You and Your Family  
Throughout Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess and Ulster County

360 North Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

Now serving Mount Kisco 
and surrounding communities

No Appointment Necessary 
Walk-In Services 

Open 7 Days a Week • 8:00am-7:45pm
Services include treatment of:

• Ear, Nose & Throat Problems   

• Sprains & Fractures   

• Infections   

• Eye Symptoms 

• Cold/Flu Symptoms   

• & More

Walk-in services are available for adult and pediatric patients.  
Both existing MKMG patients and new patients are welcome.

For more information call  844-484-6564 
or visit mkmg.com

By Jerry Eimbinder
Many restaurants are offering prix-

fixe menus for Valentine’s Day, including 
most of the eateries listed below. With 
rare exceptions, the regular menus, or 
limited versions, will also be available. 
Prices shown for prix-fixe menus do not 
include tax, tip or beverages except where 
otherwise noted. Some restaurants offer a 
special for more than one day.

12 Grapes (Peekskill). Brunch with 
complementary Bloody Mary, mimosa 
or prosecco. Begin with mini croissants 
with raspberry preserves, fresh fruit with 
Greek yogurt, French onion soup or mixed 
greens salad. Entrées: vegetable fritter, 
eggs Benedict with home-style potatoes, 
bacon and cheddar quiche, French toast, 
chicken Caesar salad, mushroom ravioli 
or Bordeaux burger, Swiss cheese and 
fries. Feb. 14. $21 per person.

Alvin & Friends (New Rochelle). 
Appetizers: oysters on the half shell, crispy 
jumbo shrimp or chicken fried steak with 
grits and gravy. Entrées: Honey glazed 
quail with chorizo cornbread stuffing, 
pink peppercorn-crusted ribeye steak, 
almond crusted snapper with spaghetti 
squash. Desserts: coffee creme brûlée, hot 
chocolate fondue or red velvet cupcake. 

Includes Champagne toast. Feb. 13-14. 
$125 per couple.

California Pizza Kitchen (Scarsdale). 
One appetizer to share, two entrées and 
a dessert to split. Appetizers: spinach 
artichoke dip, lettuce chicken wrap, two 
tortilla spring rolls, Tuscan hummus. 
Entrées: pizzas, Thai crunch salad, garlic 
cream fettuccine with chicken, Kung 
Pao spaghetti with chicken, Bolognese 
spaghetti and more. Desserts: Salted 
caramel pudding, key lime pie and more. 
Feb. 10-14. $32 per couple.

Le Fontane (Katonah). An a la carte 
menu. Appetizers are priced from $8.90 

for a Caesar salad to $16.75 for a seafood 
combination of clams, shrimp, oyster and 
octopus. Entrees: crab ravioli with baby 
shrimp ($22); linguini pescatore ($24.75); 
butternut squash lasagna ($20.75); 
Norwegian salmon ($24.75); catch of the 
day ($27.75); filet mignon ($32); veal chop 
($32); and lamb shank ($27). Feb. 14.

Melting Pot (White Plains). Four-
course meal includes a cheese fondue 
with vegetables for dipping, salad, entrée 
and a chocolate fondue. Entrées: Heart’s 
Indulgence (Ahi tuna, pasta, garlic chili 
chicken breast, filet mignon and lemon 
garlic shrimp) or Cupid’s Combination 
(lobster tail, herb-crusted chicken, lemon 
garlic shrimp, filet mignon and pasta). 
Includes Champagne and a gift for the 
date. Feb. 14. $179 per couple.

Plates (Larchmont). Appetizers: foie 
gras terrine, smoked trout rillette or 
Robiola cheese, smoked and raw salmon 
tartar, goat cheese salad, oyster with 
Champagne sabayon, soup of mussels, 
clams and shrimp. Entrées: seared local 
skate, New York strip steak, fettuccini, 
chicken breast, beef burger. Cost per 
person varies with seating time: $60 
at 5 p.m. and 9:45 p.m. with a glass of 
sparkling wine, and $85 with unlimited 

sparkling wine at 6:30 and 8:15 p.m.  
Feb. 14.

Red Hat on the River (Irvington). 
Hors d’oeuvres are followed by an 
appetizer (soup, salad, gnocchi, 
mozzarella and fennel or sea scallops). 
Entrées: Atlantic fluke, fish stew, Scottish 
salmon, French-cut chicken, duck, short 
rib bourguignon, New York strip steak. 
Dessert taster includes profiterole, key 
lime pie, chocolate cake, salted caramel 
gelato, anise biscotti. Coffee, tea, 
espresso, cappuccino. Feb. 13-14. $75 
per person.

River City Grille (Irvington). A la 
carte menu. Appetizers: Lobster bisque 

Dining Out on Valentine’s Day? Here Are 10 Restaurants to Consider 

Champagne chicken at Via Vanti!

Radicchio Caesar salad with poppy seeds at Via 
Vanti! in Mount Kisco. continued on page 17
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By Jerry Eimbinder 
To celebrate Valentine’s Day this 

Sunday, Esposito’s Ristorante & Pizzeria in 
White Plains will serve a four-course, prix-
fixe holiday meal from 12 to 10 p.m. for 
$30.95 per person, plus tax and gratuity. 
An identically priced offer also applies at 
its older sister restaurant of the same name 
in Valhalla.  

“In addition to being fed, customers will 
receive a mystery gift to take home,” said 
Domenica Esposito, the co-owner with 

husband Domenick. (The gift will not be 
food.)

The ground-level and second-floor 
dining rooms will be lit only by candles 
on Valentine’s Day. An elevator brings 
customers to the second floor.

The starter choices are a shrimp 
cocktail or a salad followed by a pasta – 
either lobster ravioli or rigatoni caprese. 
The entrées include chicken campania 
in a brandy wine sauce, veal sorrentina 
(veal topped with eggplant), salmon alla 

fantasia, and shrimp oreganata. 
House-made tiramisu or Italian 
cheesecake are the dessert choices. 
Coffee and tea are included in the 
special.

 Prix-fixe weekday specials  
On weekdays, for the value-

conscious eater, Esposito’s has 
appealing prix-fixe lunch and 
dinner offers. 

An appetizer-and-entrée lunch 
with house-made garlic bread 
costs $10.95 – and is accompanied 
by a complementary glass of wine 
on Monday. The lunch is available 
Monday through Friday from 
11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The luncheon entrée selections 
include penne vodka, cheese tortellini with 
meat sauce, ravioli, chicken or eggplant 
parmigiana, spaghetti and meatballs.    

A three-course early bird dinner, priced 
at $12.95, includes a salad, penne with 
tomato or vodka sauce, an entrée and coffee 
or tea. Offered as entrées: chicken (pick 
your favorite from parmigiana, francese, 
cacciatore, scarpariello or grilled chicken 
over spinach) and eggplant parmigiana. 
The early bird dinner is served from 3:30 
to 6 p.m. Monday through Thursday.

Good values are available during Happy 
Hour, too (4 to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Friday). Cocktail and wine prices start at 
$5, martinis begin at $6 and appetizers 

cost $5 each. Consider having a house 
signature martini made with Esposito’s 
house-made limoncello. 

Recent wine cellar additions at Esposito’s: 
Cakebread Cellars chardonnay, Pio Cesare 
barolo, Ruffino Ducale Gold, Riserva 
Chianti Classico, Allegrini Amarone and 
Ornellaia Le Volte.

Live music is provided Friday evenings 
starting at 7 p.m. and rooftop garden dining 
is available during the warm weather.

Esposito’s Ristorante & Pizzeria is 
located at 359 Mamaroneck Ave. in White 
Plains (914-368-8366) and at 18 Broadway 
in Valhalla (914-761-8640). For more 
information, visit www.espositosristorante.
com.

Advertorial

FAMILY FUN AT THE COUNTY CENTER 
The Royal Hanneford Circus, a 

traditional 3 Ring Circus, returns 
to the Westchester County Cent-
er for 9 Shows during President’s 
Day Weekend. The Royal Hanne-
ford Circus has been entertaining 
generations of area families for 41 
years! And, the tradition contin-
ues as the Hanneford Grandchil-
dren perform for the first time at 
the County Center.

 The Royal Hanneford Cir-
cus will be filled with Color-

ful Costumes and Daredevil 
performances plus the Circus 
animals you love including ele-
phants, tigers, camels and Cousin 
Grumpy’s Pork Chop Revue all in 
the Center Ring.

 High above the Center ring you 
will see dramatic Aerial Artistry 
and High Flyers perform. New 
this year, the out of this world 
“Space Rocket” soars high above 
the crowd!  Returning are Old 

favorites like the Magical Quick 
Change and Everyone’s favorite 
Grandma, Grandma The Clown.

 The Royal Hanneford Circus 
is over two hours of family enter-
tainment close to home and has 
been providing a welcome and 
entertaining respite from the cold 
weather for 41 consecutive years.

 The Royal Hanenford Circus 
will perform at The Westchester 
Count Center February 13- 14- 

15. Three Shows daily at 10AM, 
2PM and 6PM. Ticket prices are 
$25 for regular reserved seats and 
$32 for premium seats. Tickets 
are on sale at the Westchester 
County Center Box Office, ticket-
master or ticketmaster.com. For 
details contact, The Westchester 
County Center (914) 995-4050 or 
visit countycenter.biz.

Dining Out on Valentine’s Day? Here Are 10 
Restaurants to Consider 
($9), risotto ($15), jumbo lump crabmeat 
ceviche ($14), butternut squash soup 
($9), mixed baby greens ($11), hearts of 
romaine ($12), smoked trout salad ($14), 
calamari ($14). Entrées: mushroom 
ravioli ($23), salmon ($26), poached 
chicken breast ($24), pork tenderloin 
($26), filet mignon ($32), surf and turf 
($42), yellowfin tuna ($28). Feb. 13-14.

Saltaire (Port Chester). Five courses, 
Champagne and oyster shucking lesson 
with owner Les Barnes. Ménage à Foie 
(blood orange preserves, hazelnut, 
apple), spiced carrot risotto. Choice of 
sea scallops Ramen, olive oil poached 
salmon or surf and turf (petite filet and 

butter poached lobster tail with leek 
velouté, charred endive and smoky 
pear). Dark chocolate pave and assorted 
petit fours. Feb. 12-14. $170 per couple.

Via Vanti! (Mount Kisco). Begins with 
a shrimp and avocado tartlet followed by 
an appetizer: radicchio Caesar salad with 
poppy seeds, wild mushroom bisque, 
beets and goat cheese, cured meats or 
sea scallops. Entrées: roasted halibut, 
New York strip steak, Ligurian seafood 
stew, pork osso buco, pappardelle with 
wild boar ragu and Champagne chicken. 
Dessert sampler includes chocolate cake, 
tiramisu and gelato. Feb. 14, 5 to 9 p.m. 
$65 per person.

continued on page 16

The dining room at Esposito’s Ristorante & Pizzeria in White 
Plains.

Esposito’s Offers Candlelight Dining on Valentine’s Day 
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By Martin Wilbur
The space at 665 Commerce St. in 

Thornwood has been a restaurant for 
decades. A recurring problem, however, 
is that establishments have come and 
gone with alarming regularity.

Bobby Harris, Christopher Surace and 
Liam O’Keefe are determined to change 
the long-term fortune restaurants at that 
address. Last June the trio opened The 
Barley House Restaurant & Tavern, a 
bright, airy and inviting dining space that 
features a mixture of classic tavern food 
and bold cuisine, along with 30 craft beers 
on tap in a comfortable and casual setting.

“We wanted to make it seem like the 
place was here forever. So that’s why we 
went with the old barn wood and the 
brick,” Harris said of the extensive interior 
work that took months to complete. “I feel 
like the town needed a place to come eat 
and we just figured it would be good here.”

While surroundings and décor are 
important, when it comes to a restaurant 
it’s service and food that count most. 
Harris, who has worked in food service 

since he was 10 years old folding pizza 
boxes at a Bronxville pizzeria, said their 
chef, Juan Reyes, have helped The Barley 
House receive high compliments, most 
notably for their selection of delicious 
burgers. Among the choices are the 
chipotle burger (jack cheese, onion 
strings and chipotle sauce), the deviled 
egg burger (devil egg filling, bacon jam 
and marinated tomato) and The Barley 
House Burger (apple wood smoked 
bacon, sharp white cheddar, lettuce and 
tomato with barley sauce).

There is also an equally delicious 
array of conventional and somewhat 
offbeat appetizers (buffalo wontons), 
salads (warm goat cheese salad) and 
sandwiches, such as the Bahn Mi, 
consisting of crispy pork belly with a 
spiced glaze, pickled vegetables, herbed 
mayo and cilantro served on a baguette. 

“It’s a mix of comfort food, stuff that we 
like to try and to give people something 
different to try,” Harris said.

For those looking for full entrees 
there’s a varied selection, including 

hangar steak, jambalaya, fish and chips 
and cheddar biscuit brisket, meat that’s 
slow braised in Bell’s Amber beer with 
homemade cheddar biscuits.

When The Barley House’s patio is open 
in warmer weather, the restaurant can 
seat up to 170, including 120 at indoor 
tables and 26 at the bar. Harris said while 
there are eight flat screen televisions to 
watch sports at the rectangular-shaped 
bar, he and his partners eschewed 
putting the screens in the dining area, to 
allow customers to socialize.

Popular draws have been the various 
specials The Barley House offers, Harris 
said. Patrons can join the restaurant’s 

beer club, where they can try different 
beers and record notes about each in 
their own small booklet kept at the bar. 
Happy Hour is every weekday from 3 
to 6 p.m. with half-priced appetizers, 
beer and wine. There’s also half-price 
Tuesday wine night with dinner and beer 
dinners, where Reyes matches special 
plates with craft beers. There’s acoustic 
music performed by local musicians on 
weekends.

For Harris, who befriended Surace 
while bartending in the White Plains bar 
and club scene, this is his first ownership 
venture. Surace, a Hawthorne native, 
also owns and operates another business 
where he designs draft beer systems. 

Surace said their goal is to have local 
diners come in the first time and entice 
them to return with good food, good 
service and comfortable surroundings 
and to prove that they’re here for the long 
haul. The stories of failed restaurants 
should be at an end, he said

“We didn’t want to hear it, so we 
continued to do what we wanted to do,” 
Surace said. “We believed in the concept 
and what we were doing and followed it 
through all the way. Now it’s just reaching 
out to the people that we get every day.”

The Barley House Restaurant & Tavern 
is open seven days from 11:30 a.m. to 
about 11 p.m. For more information, 
call 914-495-3333 or visit www.
thebarleyhouseny.com.
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The Barley House Restaurant & Tavern
Thornwood

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Christopher Surace, left, and Bobby Harris, co-
owners of  The Barley House Restaurant & Tavern.

Stylish Double Strand 
Pearl Bracelets with Fine 

Gold Fittings

Luxurious Strands of Pearls 
in all sizes

We Made A Special Purchase, So You Get a 
Great Deal Just in Time For 

Valentine's Day!

Mount Kisco Gold &  Silver
139 East Main Street, Mount Kisco 914-244-9500

(across from the movie theater) Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Many more styles 
available; 

all types of pearls 
and other fi ne 

necklaces, 
bracelets & rings

FREEPearl Bracelet with Every Purchasethru 2/14

in all sizes

Silver

FREEPearl Bracelet with Every Purchasethru 2/14

with Every Purchasethru 2/14

with Every Purchase

Black Onyx Choker, Bracelet & Earrings

Unique Fine 
Jewelry for Brides 
& Bridal Parties

  or that very 
special occasion.

 Experience = Success 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-649-1157
(Cell) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 
Please Contact Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 

 And remember - my time is your time. 

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

Marianne Volpi
Assistant Vice President, Branch Manager

Rose Hill Shopping Center, Thornwood
914-769-8400

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 5, 2016.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$1,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  
No bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any 
anniversary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  
Simple interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2016 for $50,000.  A 
$10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2016.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2017 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2017.

 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

apple bk - EXAMINER - BONUS ACCOUNT - 1-2016.indd   1 1/7/2016   3:01:16 PM

105 Somerstown Turnpike, Katonah, NY (Corner of Rt. 100 and Rt. 35)   914 • 232 • 2800   www.muscoottavern.com

Live Music on Saturdays and some Fridays. 
Happy Hour Daily from 4-6 and again from 9-11 on Thurs, Fri and Saturday nights.

Enjoy our cozy tavern where it’s always lively and cheerful! 
Try our famous Mussels Muscoot, Juicy Rib Eye, or a steamy crock of 

French Onion Soup. Stop in and experience the charm of this historic eatery, 
a neighborhood favorite since the roaring 20s!  

T A V E R N 
MUSCOOT

MUSCOOT
T A V E R N

SIN

CE THE ROARING 20’S

The coziest place to be this
Valentines Day!

b
b

b
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Last month, residents of 
Mount Vernon breathed a sigh 
of relief as a long-abandoned 
house in their city was finally 
torn down. The building had 
stood empty for four years, and 
was then damaged by fire two 
years ago. 

Finally, the high winds and 
snow accumulation from the 
recent winter storm caused the 
structure to begin to tilt. The city 
got ahead of the problem and 
razed the building before it could 
collapse and hurt someone.

Abandoned houses of all 
types cause many problems, 
and making sure that empty structures are 
being maintained properly is important 
to the safety and property values of the 
surrounding community. The house in 
Mount Vernon was an example of a “zombie 
home,” a subcategory of abandoned houses 
with a unique set of problems all their own.

Zombie homes, despite their 
supernatural-sounding name, are formed 
when a bank declares its intent to foreclose 
on a property, but then does not actually 
go through with the foreclosure. In some 
cases, this has occurred because the banks 
were overwhelmed with foreclosures, and 
some slipped though the administrative 
cracks. At other times, the foreclosure 
process may be moving along on schedule, 

but the process can still take 
years. In either case, the house sits 
unoccupied, with an unkempt 
lawn and snow on the sidewalks. 

Before long, a visibly 
abandoned house will drag down 
property values on its street. 
Thieves may be attracted to 
the copper pipes or appliances 
and squatters may move in. As 
was the case in Mount Vernon, 
the structure can deteriorate 
to the point where it becomes 
dangerous. The town or county 
may step in to maintain or tear 
down the building, but unless 
the owner can be found, the costs 

will be borne by local taxpayers.
If the owners are accounted for, zombie 

homes will have a terrible impact on their 
lives. These owners are booted from their 
homes with the announcement of the 
foreclosure, but they are still responsible 
for the taxes and upkeep costs of the 
property. In many cases the owners go 
on for months or years with no idea that 
they are still in possession of the house and 
responsible for its care. They receive a rude 
shock when the bill arrives, sometimes 
with fees for code violations or the cost 
of tearing down the house added to the 
accumulated expenses.

Sometimes owners have resorted to 
returning to their old homes to mow the 

grass and make repairs to avoid additional 
penalties, even though they can’t move 
back in. Sometimes they are barred from 
finding a seller for the home on their own.

In a recent report by the Independent 
Democratic Conference (IDC) and Mount 
Vernon Mayor Richard Thomas entitled 
“The Next Great American Bank Robbery,” 
there are 107 known zombie homes 
in Westchester County. Citing a study 
which determined that every abandoned 
property brings down the value of the 
homes around it by 1.3 percent, the report 
concluded that all the zombie homes in 
Westchester caused a loss of $10.8 million 
in property value. (This doesn’t include 
the loss in property value from standard 
foreclosures in Westchester, which was 
calculated at another $9.2 million.)

In response, the IDC and Thomas are 
proposing a bill that would require banks 
to maintain the properties they own as 
soon as it is learned that the property is 
abandoned or vacant. Speeding up the 
foreclosure process would also relieve 
some of the burden on communities and 
foreclosed owners.

In the meantime, let’s give a tip of the 
hat to communities that are trying to keep 
the problem of zombie homes from getting 
worse, whether it involves large actions 
such as tearing down properties, or smaller 
steps like trimming the grass and picking 
up trash. 

I had the honor of helping save a 
historic home in my hometown that had 
every appearance of becoming a zombie 
home, although technically it was not. The 
home in question, the Adams-Bernstein 
House, was bequeathed to the Town of 
Yorktown with the expressed intention 
that it be utilized as a museum, but for 
various reasons over a 20-year period that 
plan never materialized. The home fell 
into disrepair, was vandalized and even 
experienced a fire which damaged part of 
the building.  

Eventually, the town put the property 
up for sale and I won the listing. I was 
fortunate to find a buyer for the house who 
promised to restore it and put it to good 
use as affordable housing. That buyer was 
Mark Franzoso of Franzoso Contracting. 
In exchange for that service, the town 
agreed to allow Franzoso to eventually 
subdivide the property and build another 
home at market rate. If only every real 
estate “zombie” story could have such a 
positive ending.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate 
site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage t4he services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

‘Zombie Homes’ and Their Effect on Owners and Communities
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 020916

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

ADOPTION
ADOPT: An experienced mom, dad, and 
hopeful big brother are ready to welcome 
a new baby. Expenses paid. Please call 
Alana & Michael:1-855-840-3066. Ala-
naAndMichaelAdopt.net.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME LIBRARY CLERK, KENT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY  10 to 17 hours a 
week, including Tuesday evenings and 
some Saturdays.    Must have at least a 
high school degree, be experienced  with 
computers, courteous, service oriented 
and able to work with the public at a busy 
library circulation desk.  Previous library 
experience preferred. Please send resume 
to cdonick@kentlibrary.org, and men-
tion the word “clerk” in the subject line.

STYLIST WANTED, man or woman, 
following preferred, for a growing salon in 
Katonah. 914 232 5201

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and Cer-
tifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1?866?309?1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
CATSKILL MOUNTAIN ABSOLUTE 
LAND LIQUIDATION! FEB 20th & 
21st! 34 Tracts from 3 to 39 acres Exam-
ples: 5 acres - $24,900 20 acres - $59,900 
31 acres - $89,900 2 Hours from NY City, 
Extraordinary Mountain Views, Trout 
streams, Apple Trees, Old Barn, Covered 
Riding Arena, Clear title, All Govern-
mental Approvals in Place! Terms avail-
able! Call 888-905-8847 to register or go 
to NewYorkLandandlakes.com to take the 
virtual tour.

LEGALS
LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION 
OF PARANDA MEDIA, LLC, ARTS 
OF ORG. filed with Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 4/11/2006. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served, 

SSNY shall mail process to: 80 Vaughn 
Ave, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Purpose: 
any lawful activity. 

Notice of Formation of Jenny Dobell 
Gardenscaping, LLC Art. Of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 12/17/15. Offc. Loc: West-
chester Cty. SSNY desig. as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, 10 Central Ave. Rye, NY, 10580. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Sabina Global 
Communities, LLC. Sabinagc.com filed 
with Department of State of New York 
on 8/28/15. Office location: Westches-
ter County. United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 7014 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn NY 11228 designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 
7014 13th Avenue Brooklyn NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of HSN Property, 
LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
11/27/15. Offc. Loc: Westchester Cty. 
SSNY design. As agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the LLC, 2 
Overhill Road Suite 260, Scarsdale, NY 
10583. Purpose: any lawful business ac-
tivity. 

Notice of Formation of Invariably Digi-
tal, LLC Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
9/9/2015. Office Location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: In-
variably Digital LLC, 143 Park Dr, East-
chester, NY 10709 Purpose: any lawful 
purpose

MISCELLANEOUS
PLEASE JOIN US FOR LENT - Every-
one Welcomed Discovering Christ Pro-
gram Free Dinner/Program Tuesdays 
2/9/16 - 3/29/16 6:45-9 PM Sat 3/12/16 
9-3 PM Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 
414 Havilland Dr. Patterson NY 12563  
Register (845)279-4832

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

RENTAL
PUTNAM COUNTY - 20 MINUTES 
NORTH OF MOUNT KISCO.  One per-
son, private entrance, garage parking, 2 
rooms, bath, cooking area. 5 minutes to 
trains, Route 84 and 684. Quiet property, 
lake fishing, no smoking or pets. $1,200 
per month including utilities. (845) 279-
1518

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

$WANTED$ CASH PAID for Pre-1980 
COMIC BOOKS & Star Wars Action Fig-
ures. Original Comic Art- Sports Cards 
& Autographed Memorabilia- 1990's 
MagictheGathering Call WILL:† 800-242-
6130 buying@getcashforcomics.com

Experience carefree 
winter travel aboard 

Amtrak Adirondack® service with 
round trip service between New 
York City, Albany and Montreal. 
Visit Amtrak.com for full details.

$90

ADIRONDACK 
WEEKEND

GETAWAY FARE

* Restrictions apply.

Amtrak NYPS_ Ad 2x4.indd   2 2/1/16   4:07 PMTo Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail  
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Two columns 
ago I expounded 
on the rich 
traditions that 
are the essence of 
wine enjoyment. 
Having explored 
the many aspects, 
both ethereal and 
practical, of the 
millennia of wine 

fact and fancy that have survived each 
of our interactions with wine, I related 
these to a recent restaurant experience. 

During the presentation of the bottle 
of wine by the restaurant sommelier to 
our table, I focused on the somewhat 
grandiose – some might say arcane – 
traditions incorporated in this ritual. 

Yet, more mundane traditions have 
been passed down to 21st century wine 
consumers. This week, I’ll focus on 
several.

Much of our experience with a bottle 
of wine comes to us from the logistical 
dilemmas faced by early winemakers: 
designing a suitable vessel in which 
to store the wine and then creating an 
adequate means to seal and preserve the 
contents. Their ingenuity and innovation 
are evident to this day.

As the sommelier presented the bottle 
for my consideration, I sat and digested 
these traditions, realizing that several 

are in the throes of radical change, if not 
extinction.

The vessel: For centuries, wine was 
stored, transported in and consumed 
from, large, multi-gallon vessels. Early 
Greeks transported wine in amphorae, 
two-handled ceramic or terracotta jars 
with a narrow neck, wide body and 
narrow bottom. Wooden barrels came 
into vogue during Western Europe’s Age 
of Exploration. When glass-blowing 
became popular in 16th century France, 
the present-day bottle and shape began 
to take form.

The standard bottle size (750ml/25.4 
oz.) has remained constant. As legend 
has it, the volume capacity of today’s 
bottle is a direct function of the first 
glassblowers’ lung capacity to produce a 
single bottle. 

The shape: As glass bottles gained 
in popularity in France, individual 
wine regions adopted specific shapes 
to distinguish their wines from other 
regions. Today, these traditional shapes 
are still employed for specific grape 
varietals, providing consumers a handy 
reference when perusing the multitude of 
offerings on wine shop shelves and wine 
tasting event tables. Here is a sampling:

The winemakers of the Bordeaux 
region created a bottle easily 
distinguished by its straight sides and 
tall, rounded shoulders. Adopted by 

most wine regions over the centuries, 
today this traditional shape typically 
indicates one of the Bordeaux varietals: 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, 
Merlot, Malbec, Petit Verdot (or a blend) 
for reds and Sauvignon Blanc, Semillon 
and dessert wines for the whites. 

The bottle from the Burgundy region 
has sloping shoulders and a slightly 
broader bottom than the Bordeaux 
bottle. The contents? Pinot Noir and 
Chardonnay – around the world.

Next is the Rhone bottle, with a shape 
similar to the Burgundy 
bottle, but with more 
angular shoulders and 
a bit slimmer. If a bottle 
displays the Papal coat 
of arms on the neck, 
it is specifically from 
the Rhone region of 
Châteauneuf du Pape.

The closure: Cork, 
steeped in tradition, is nevertheless a 
relatively new bottle stopper. Although 
in use since the 17th century, for the 
prior seven millennia, oil-soaked rags 
and wax were the only practical products 
available. 

The seal: The wrapper at the top of 
the bottle is a throwback to medieval 
times when wine was stored in caves 
and cellars. In order to prevent rodents 
or other insects from gnawing at or 

infesting the cork, winemakers covered 
the cork with lead. Eventually, lead was 
recognized as a poison and the wrapper 
evolved into foils of tin and aluminum. 
Today’s shrink-wrap plastics are a 
modern invention, yet hardly necessary.

The wine in a bottle may be maturing 
for months, years or even decades. 
But the vessel itself has been doing its 
job for centuries, even millennia. But 
are these mundane storage traditions 
beginning to disappear? With the advent 
of alternative vessels (cans, boxes) and 

closures (screwcap, 
glass, synthetics) and the 
declining use of seals, we 
may be on the verge of a 
major transition to new 
traditions. 

But will they be long-
lived or will modern 
man continuously seek 
innovations? It’s food 

for thought the next time you ponder a 
bottle of wine.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

History and Traditions Recounted in Contemplating a Wine Bottle 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you looking for a space to hold a private 
event? We have just the place for you!  

Brew & Co. is great for any  
occasion. Birthday party,  

bachelor party, boys night out, girls night out, 
fundraisers or anything else! 

For more information on rates, packages and  
availability, please call us at 666.3600, email  

zander@brewandcompany.com or fill out the form on  
“Brew After Dark” on brewandcompany.com 

 
www.brewandcompany.com 

532 Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 914.666.3600 

Are you looking for a space to hold a private 
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Tuesday, Feb. 9
Italian Language and Culture. Mara 

De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also Feb. 16 and 23. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Wednesday, Feb. 10
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Every Monday and Wednesday (except 
Feb. 15). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam 
session, fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, 
isometric movements and poses. Using 
lightly weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ 
and combining constant simulated 
drumming resulting in working the entire 
body. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 
960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-Up. A great way 
to get out of the house, meet new friends 
and enjoy time with your baby. For babies 
up to eight months old and their moms. 
Romperee Indoor Playground at World 
Cup Nursery School and Kindergarten, 

160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday through June 
24. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-238-
9267 ext. 20.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (except 
Feb. 15). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (except 
Feb. 15). Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.    

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 800-272-3900 or visit www.
alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Also Feb. 17 and 24. Info: 914-273-
3887. 

The Explorers Club. A new literacy/
activity program this fall. Join Miss Debbie 
to explore a new theme each week (science, 
art and more) through literacy and hands-

on activities. Come read, discover and 
create. For children five to seven years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:15 
p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Lego Club. We provide the Legos, you 
bring your imagination. A fun-building 
club for students in grades 2-6. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4 to 6 p.m. Free. Meets the second 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-864-
8041.

“I Love Networking.” Presented by 
the Professional Women of Westchester. 
Men are invited to attend in honor of 
Valentine’s Day. Includes appetizers and 
cash bar. The Rose Room, 222 Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 6 to 8 p.m. Professional 
Women of Westchester members: 
$15. Non-members: $20. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Visit www.
professionalwomenofwestchester.com.

Zumba Toning With Amy. Sculpt and 
tone muscle groups while dancing and 
shaking toning sticks to the sassy sizzling 
rhythms of the Zumba. Toning sticks 
provided. PFX Fitness, 10 Castleton Rd., 
Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Drop-in fee: 
$12. Every Wednesday Info: E-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Art Series: “Venus & Kisses.” 
From Velazquez to Botticelli, Klimt to 
Modigliani, almost every artistic heavy 
hitter has created his own version of Venus 
(the goddess of love) and The Kiss, in media 
from oils, tempera, marble, bronze and 
gold. Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Pygmy Owls Discussion. Bedford 
Audubon welcomes Dr. Glenn Proudfoot, 
a visiting scholar and assistant professor at 
Vassar College, will present a summary of 
more than 20 years of research on Ridgway’s 
pygmy-owl, sometimes considered a 
member of the ferruginous pygmy-owl 
group. Katonah Village Library, 26 Bedford 
Rd., Katonah. Refreshments at 7 p.m. 
Program at 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-232-
1999 or visit www.bedfordaudubon.org.

Pleasantville Friends of STEM 
Meeting. The public is invited to share 
ideas for increased community-district 
partnerships in the areas of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM). Pleasantville Friends of STEM, 
Inc. is a newly incorporated non-profit 
that has been leading successful extended 

learning programs at Pleasantville Middle 
School since 2012-13 and produced the 
region’s second-ranked and the state’s 
eighth-ranked science Olympiad  team 
last year. Activities have now extended to 
Pleasantville High School and Bedford 
Road Elementary School. Ideas and 
potential coaches welcome. Pleasantville 
High School Library Media Center, 60 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: E-mail Barbara Glinski at 
barbglinski@gmail.com or Martha Matteo 
at martha@pfostem.

“The Defiant Ones.” Sidney Poitier and 
Tony Curtis play two chain gang inmates 
being transported back to prison after a 
day of labor. When their truck overturns, 
they make their escape despite being 
shackled together and their mutual hatred 
threatens to derail any hope of survival. 
But the tethered inmates are forced to 
reevaluate their prejudices and work 
together to attain freedom. Followed by a 
Reel Talk discussion with Vassar College 
Associate Professor of Film Mia Mask. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Members: $8. 
Non-members: $13. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Simply Theatre! “Love, Loss and 
What I Wore.” A play reading by The 
Armonk Players. Directed by Leah 
Wendt. Women bring to life the hilarious, 
poignant moments when they wore that 
unforgettable dress. Followed by a yummy 
reception and the opportunity to voice 
opinions about the play in a discussion 
with the actors and director. Whippoorwill 
Hall at North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 8 p.m. 
Free (voluntary donations accepted). Info: 
Visit www.armonkplayers.org. 

World Cup U4 Parents Guest Speaker 
Series. A monthly presentation covering 
topics that will interest all parents. Topics 
will include mindful parenting, estate 
planning, family nutrition, setting limits 
with love, and knowing your child from 
“the inside out. World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten, 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua. 8 to 9 p.m. Free. Continues 
monthly through May. Next session: 
March 16. RSVP required. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-238-
9267 ext. 20 or e-mail kim.bremer@
worldcupschools.com.

Thursday, Feb. 11
The Breakfast Club. Designed for 

seniors, each session includes breakfast, 
a presentation on a topic of interest and 
a light exercise program. This month’s 
session will cover thyroid conditions. 
Cafeteria (G Level) at Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center cafeteria (G Level), 701 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 8:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info 

continued on page 26
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and registration: 914-366-3937 or e-mail 
ewoods@pmhc.us.

Poets and Writers Series. Aja Monet, 
an internationally established poet, 
performer, singer, songwriter, educator 
and human rights advocate of Cuban-
Jamaican descent from Brooklyn, will 
read in the first of this series that lets the 
best of today’s writers share their secrets 
with literary aficionados. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 9:30 and 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
606-6716.

Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday (except 
Feb. 15). Info: 914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 

Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Osteoporosis Support and Education. 
For individuals with osteoporosis, 
providing education on nutrition, exercise 
and activities of daily living. Boardroom 
(C Level) at Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center’s boardroom (C Level), 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-2270.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-864-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 

and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

On Power, Visibility and Violence: A 
Dialog With Daniel Joseph Martinez 
and Steven Lam. Martinez is an artist 
and professor at UC Irvine. His critical, 
provocative projects probe issues of race 
and sociopolitical frictions in American 
society. The artist will discuss his practice 
and the power of culture in an era of 
permanent war. With Purchase College 
School of Art+Design Director and “After 
1965” curator Steven Lam. Neuberger 
Museum of Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Neuberger Circle 
Level members: Free. General admission: 
$10. Info: 914-251-6100 or visit www.
neuberger.org.

“The Winding Stream: The Carters, 
the Cashes and the Course of Country 
Music.” Part history, part performance, 
part family saga, this is a story about the 
family at the heart of American roots 
music, the Carters and the Cashes. This 
award-winning documentary features 
Johnny Cash, Sheryl Crow, Mike Seeger, 
Rhiannon Giddens and many more. 
Includes live performance by The Shovel 
Ready String Band. Jacob Burns Film 
Center, 364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 
7:30 p.m. Members: $12. Non-members: 
$17. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Frank Capra Film Series: “Meet John 
Doe.” The next film in a series of Capra 
movies that will be screened monthly 
starring Barbara Stanwyck and Gary 
Cooper. Moderated by entertainment 
reporter and editor Peter D. Kramer, who 
will introduce each film and lead a post-
screening discussion. The Schoolhouse 
Theater, 3 Owens Rd., Croton Falls. 
7:30 p.m. $10. Walk-ins welcome. Info 
and tickets: 914-277-8477 or visit www.
schoolhousetheater.org.

Friday, Feb. 12
Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 

for the older active adult or beginners. 
Ladimax Sports & Fitness, 1 Commerce 

St., Valhalla. (The Cliffs complex). 8:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Drop-in rate: $10. Every Friday. 
Info: 914-643-6162 or e-mail olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Alzheimer’s Support Group. Receive the 
emotional, educational and social support 
needed to successfully care for someone 
with dementia. Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center, Room 545, 755 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. 10 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Info: Call 
914-366-3937.

Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 
for the older active adult or beginner. Addie-
tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. Drop-
in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also Tuesdays at 
10 a.m. Info: 914-643-6162 or e-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Friday Night Cinema: “Un Matriomonio 
da Favola.” When five high school friends 
get together decades later for a wedding in 
Zurich, they see just how much they have 
(or haven’t) changed. In this romantic 
comedy, will a series of missed connections 
and fiascos that befall the friends lead to 
their reunion at the wedding? In Italian with 
English subtitles (Rated R). Discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

“Gruesome Playground Injuries.” Arc 
Stages presents this work by Pulitzer Prize 
finalist Rajiv Joseph for the final show in 
the inaugural season for its professional 
company, The Next Stage. A story of scar-
crossed lovers who meet again and again, 
brought together by injury, heartbreak and 
their own self-destructive tendencies. Arc 
Stages, 147 Wheeler Ave., Pleasantville. 8 
p.m. Adults $36. Seniors and students: $28. 
Also Feb. 13, 18, 19 and 20 at 8 p.m. and 
Feb. 14 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: 914-747-
6206.

Saturday, Feb. 13
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

Pleasantville Farmers Market is the largest 
year-round farmers market in Westchester, 
and the one voted “Best of Westchester” 
in 2014 and 2015 by the readers of 
Westchester Magazine. With over 40 
vendors participating in the indoor market 
the delicious good time continues every 
Saturday. Pleasantville Middle School, 40 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Every Saturday through March. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Bringing 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating a 
connection between shoppers and small-
scale food producers in the region. First 
Congregational Church of Chappaqua, 210 
Orchard Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturdays through April. Info: Visit 
www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Royal Hanneford Circus. Come for 
the fun and excitement of the 41st annual 
appearance by this traditional three-ring 

continued from page 24

1. auberge (n.)
   A) a small round table  B) an omen   C) an inn 

2. peradventure (n.)
   A) a starting point  B) doubt   C) hazardous duty

3. facile (adj.)
   A) easy to achieve  B) soft to the touch   C) spontaneous 

4. prate (v.)
   A) to blast out  B) blabber   C) burn brightly

5. jeremiad (n.)
   A) a prolonged complaint  B) a coach driver   C) a large bottle

6. objurgate (v.)
   A) to object strenuously  B) clear of blame   C) rebuke severely 

7. pellucid (adj.) 
   A) unintelligible  B) paltry   C) translucent

8. mickle (n.)
   A) a large amount  B) a truant   C) a sharp edge 

A Word Buffet. Hope you enjoyed the food buffet at the Super Bowl party last weekend because 
the quiz this week is a buffet of words that just missed being included in recent word quizzes. 
While using these words will increase your vocabulary, they will not increase your waistline, unlike 
those delicious dishes from the big game.  

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz 

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. C. An inn or tavern
2. B. Chance or uncertainty; doubt
3. A. Done or achieved with little effort or difficulty; 
easy to achieve or perform
4. B. To talk idly and not at length; chatter; blabber

5. A. A prolonged lamentation or complaint; also a 
cautionary tale or angry harangue 
6. C. To rebuke severely; scold
7. C. Transmitting or allowing the passage of, light; 
translucent; transparent
8. A. A large number, amount or extent

continued from page 27
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circus featuring aerial artistry, daredevils, 
thrill Grandma the Clown, the Hanneford 
elephants and tigers, rare white camels and 
much more. Westchester County Center, 
198 Central Ave., White Plains. 10 a.m., 2 
p.m. 6 p.m. $25 and $32. Also Feb. 14 and 
15. Info and tickets: 1-800-745-3000 or visit 
www.countycenter.biz.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. This 
is a hands-on class that will be geared to the 
level of experience of the class and challenge 
all participants. Wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East. 
Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Also Feb. 20 and 
27. Info: 914-273-3887.

Adult Coloring. If you’re an adult 
looking for a relaxing, fresh and new 
activity that will help bring stress relief to 
your busy life, try this new coloring class. 
Drop in anytime. Materials provided. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. 

Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-215-1720 
or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 
Environmental Education. Join guided trail 
experience through the woodland forest. 
Discover who left that track, which tree 
makes the best animal home or which plant 
makes its own heat. Program runs about 
30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. 
Every Saturday and Sunday. Info: 914-723-
3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.
org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam session, 
fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, isometric 
movements and poses. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ and 
combining constant simulated drumming 
resulting in working the entire body. TADA 
Theatre and Dance Arts, 131 Bedford Rd., 
Katonah. 11:45 a.m. $20. Every Saturday. 
Also Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Africa Family Day. Celebrate Black 
History Month and check out a beautiful 
collection of African art. Immerse yourself 
in folk stories told by master storyteller Dr. 
Joyce Duncan and enjoy a photography 
workshop, light refreshments and music. 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 

Hill Rd., Purchase. 1 to 4 p.m. Neuberger 
Family Circle Members (and above): Free. 
Non-members: $10 per child (18 and 
under). Adults: Free. Info: 914-251-6100 
or visit www.neuberger.org.

Valentine’s Day Crafts. An afternoon 
of making crafts for your loved ones. 
Cranberry Lake Preserve, North White 
Plains. 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
428-1005.

Hip-Opening Workshop. Release 
physical and emotional tension in the 
hip and pelvic area to bring lightness to 
the body and mind. With Susan “Lip” 
Orem and hosted by the Yoga Teachers 
Association. The Yoga Studio, Club Fit, 
584 N. State Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 1:30 
to 4:30 p.m. In advance: Members--$45. 
Non-members--$65. At door: YTA 
members--$55. Non-members--$75. Info: 
914-582-7816 or visit YTAyoga.com.

Reception for “Anything Goes.” 
Whatever type of art pleases you, from 
the largest painting to the smallest piece 
of jewelry, you will be able to find it in 
this show. Meet the artists who produced 
the watercolors, acrylics, photography, 
drawings, mixed media, ceramics, fiber 
arts, jewelry and more. Mamaroneck 
Artists Guild Gallery, 126 Larchmont 
Ave., Larchmont. 3 to 5 p.m. Free. Exhibit 
continues through Feb. 27. Gallery hours 

are Tuesday through Saturday 12 to 5 
p.m.  Info: 914-834-1117 or visit www.
mamaroneckartistsguild.org.

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. Every 
Saturday. Info: Visit www.emanuelelc.org.

“One Night Stand: A 24-Hour Play 
Project.” Teams write, direct and perform 
original 10-minute plays, all within 24 
hours. Unpredictable, low-commitment, 
instantly gratifying and over in a flash. 
Come see the results of our sleepless night! 
White Plains Performing Arts Center, 11 
City Place, White Plains. 7 p.m. $10. Info 
and tickets: 914-328-1600 or visit www.
wppac.com.

All Shorts Irvington Film Festival. The 
festival presents a love letter to short films 
in time for Valentine’s Day. Featuring 10 
shorts from around the globe ranging from 
two to 26 minutes that will be screened. The 
audience will get to choose their favorite. 
Several of the filmmakers will be on hand 
for a Q&A after the screenings. Irvington 
Town Hall Theater, 85 Main St., Irvington. 
7:30 p.m. $15. $35 includes an after party 
at an historic Irvington home a short walk 
from the theater. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.asiffestival.com.

By Carla Gambescia
Italy’s most successful modern 

entrepreneur made his fortune 
by staying in touch with his inner 
child and living as a real life Willy 
Wonka. 

Michele Ferrero, creator of 
the global brand Nutella, was 
a shy, humble man who died 
never having given a newspaper 
interview. His estimated net 
worth was $26.5 billion and he 
ranked 22nd on a recent Forbes 
list of billionaires; the magazine stated his 
source of wealth simply as “chocolates.”

His most delectable invention, Nutella, 
a creamy chocolate hazelnut spread, has 
been part of the collective memory of 
Italian children for the past 50 years, as 
comforting and beloved a mainstay of 
their world as Oreos and Coca Cola are for 
American kids. 

And today this holds true well beyond 
Italy’s borders, as Nutella is an international 
phenomenon that has captivated the 
world’s taste buds. Estimated global sales 
in 53 countries in 2014 were 365,000,000 
kg. That’s 2.2 million pounds a day!

Ferraro’s greatest skill was his sense and 
knowledge of what children want. “Never 
patronize a child” he is quoted as saying 
in the 2004 book, “Nutella: An Italian 
Legend” by Gigi Padovoni. 

The story of Nutella begins in 
the 1940s with Ferrero’s father 
Pietro, a pastry chef from Turin, 
capital of the hazelnut-rich 
region of Piedmont and home of 
the premium chocolate hazelnut 
confection gianduia. He had been 
observing factory workers eating 
bread with tomatoes and cheese 
as a meal and thought they might 
want something dolce to go along 
with it. 

His response was a pastone 
(pastry mesh) of chocolate and hazelnuts 
and cocoa butter shaped into a loaf and 
wrapped in tinfoil so it could be sliced like 
a salumi, which he called Pasta Gianduija. 
The workers liked it but its real fans were 
their children, who ultimately became the 
target market. And since Pasta Gianduija 
was far less expensive than chocolate, this 
added greatly to its appeal.

Shortly after World War II Piero died and 
his son Michele took over the factory.  On 
a very hot summer day in 1949 a mishap 
occurred: the loaves at the warehouse 
melted and they were forced to transfer 
the now spreadable product into jars. That 
mishap soon qualified as a divine accident 
in every sense of the word, a pivotal 
transformation, as Ferrero began to sell 
this softer, creamier, more versatile and 
convenient Pasta Gianduija under a new 

name Supercrema. 
Spreadability meant that a small amount 

went a long way, helping to further break 
down the perception that chocolate 
was only for very special occasions and 
celebrations. It could readily be eaten just 
with bread, which formed a big part of the 
diet at the time. People who never or rarely 
ate chocolate got hooked on Supercrema.

 Then, in another serendipitous event, a 
1962 Italian law forbade brand names with 
superlatives (e.g., super, ultra) so another 
name had to be chosen. The name that 
emerged had an English word as its root, 
“nut,” combined with the 
Italian suffix “ella” and all its 
affectionate connotations (as 
in mozzarella and tagliatella). 

In 1964, the renamed 
Nutella made its commercial 
debut in its iconic glass jar with 
a splash of clever television advertising and 
branding: a little spreadable joy…something 
“special” without it being a Sunday or 
holiday or birthday…a yummy antidote 
to sadness and disappointments. Bambini 
were besotted, and in the ‘70s Nutella hit 
big in Europe and then reached the United 
States in 1983, where its use exploded. 

Ferrero didn’t stop there. He oversaw 
a multinational confectionery empire 
which included other tasty and whimsical 
creations like minty and fruity Tic Tacs, 

Ferrer Rocher candies, Mon Cheri (cherry 
liquor-filled chocolates) and Kinder Eggs 
and Kinder snack. It seems no accident that 
that last product name refers to “kindness” 
or “children.”

Ferrero was obsessed and utterly 
passionate about product quality. As a result, 
his secret Nutella recipe has the legendary 
aura of the original Coke formula. Unlike 
with Coke, Nutella’s imitators have all 
failed miserably, in part because the public 
has so much love and even national pride 
invested with the original; on Nutella’s 50th 
anniversary the Italian government issued a 

commemorative stamp.  
Ferrero died poetically on 

Valentine’s Day 2015. Posts 
on Twitter read “world’s flag 
should be at half mast: Nutella 
owner has died.” For this 

deeply religious man – he made 
a pilgrimage to the shrine of the Madonna of 
Lourdes each year –perhaps an appropriate 
epitaph would be “…and a little child shall 
lead the man” from Isaiah 11:6. One likes 
to imagine a flock of putti, those adorable 
flying babies that flutter their way through 
renaissance and baroque art, giving him a 
joyous welcome. 

Carla Gambescia is the owner of 
Via Vanti! in Mount Kisco. Copyright 
2016 Carla Gambescia. Reprinted with 
permission.
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