
ExaminerSports

AN
DY

 JA
CO

BS
 P

HO
TO

S

Next Stop:
The

County
Center 

Sean New, Fox Lane Josiah Cobbs, Briarcliff

Matt Milone, Byram Hills



February 23 - February 29, 2016 The ExaminerS-2

Milone’s Clutch Foul Shooting Lifts the Bobcats Past Pelham
By Andy Jacobs

Matt Milone knew just what he had to 
do after the Byram Hills basketball team 
lost at Fox Lane a month ago — work on 
his free-throw shooting.

The Bobcats’ junior point guard 
struggled from the line that night and 
decided he wasn’t going to let his team 
down again. 

“He missed some free throws down 
the stretch in a close game,” said Bobcats 
coach Ted Repa, “and ever since then he’s 
put the work in.”

That work paid dividends last Friday 
afternoon as Milone calmly sank eight 
consecutive free throws over the final 
two and a half minutes to thwart a late 
comeback bid by visiting Pelham in a 
Section 1, Class A quarterfinal playoff 
game. Milone finished with a team-high 
14 points as the second-seeded Bobcats 
defeated the Pelicans 46-38 to advance 
to the Westchester County Center for a 
semifinal matchup against Our Lady of 
Lourdes. 

“It’s really, really great to see a kid who 
puts the work in and you see it pay off,” 
said Repa. “And when it’s your point 
guard, it’s even better.”

In a battle between two teams that had 
split their two games during the regular 
season, Byram Hills entered the fourth 
quarter against the 10th-seeded Pelicans 
with a 31-26 advantage. The Bobcats 
built their largest lead of the day when 
sophomore guard Skylar Sinon, until 
then limited to just one point, provided 

back-to-back baskets.
But the Pelicans, who went scoreless 

for more than four minutes to start the 
fourth quarter, answered with a 6-0 
run that carved the Byram lead to 35-
32. That’s when Milone stepped up and 
helped extend the Bobcats’ season by 
making a big impact at the charity stripe. 

With 2:24 left on the clock and all the 
momentum shifting the Pelicans’ way, he 
sank both ends of a 1-and-1 to extend the 
Byram Hills margin to five points. After 
two free throws by Pelham’s Matt O’Neil, 
Milone was immediately intentionally 
fouled. Again, he walked to the other end 
of the court and made both ends of the 
1-and-1, this time with 1:57 to go. 

The Byram Hills lead grew to 41-
34 with 1:01 remaining after Sinon 
penetrated and dished to Liam Nowlin 
for a layup. But Pelham got a free throw 
from O’Neil and then Davis Allen, the 
game’s high scorer with 15 points, rattled 
in a 3-pointer from the top of the key 20 

seconds later to slice the Bobcats’ margin 
to 41-38 with 34 seconds on the clock. 

That would be as close as the Pelicans 
would get. They never scored again, 
while Milone added two foul shots with 
28 seconds left and two more with 16 
seconds remaining to all but assure the 
Bobcats’ fifth trip to the County Center 
in six years. 

“I think once I hit those first two,” said 
Milone, “the pressure was off and I knew 
all my hard work had come through.” 

Milone’s game-clinching foul shots 
sent the large Pelham cheering section 
home disappointed and set up a Monday 
night semifinal against third-seeded 
Lourdes. For Repa, a trip to the venerable 
arena in White Plains never gets old.

“Oh man, I can tell you, this is as 
happy as I’ve been in any of the County 
Centers, except for maybe the first,” he 
said. “I just really wanted to win this 
game. I did not want the season to end. 
We made it hard for ourselves with a lot 

of missed easy ones to start. I think we 
could’ve given ourselves a much bigger 
cushion. And then down the stretch we 
turned the ball over when we shouldn’t 
have. But the bottom line is we’re playing 
Monday.”

“It was a battle in the trenches,” said 
Milone. “We missed a couple of easy 
layups in the beginning of the game. We 
just had to persevere.”

Facing the Pelicans’ big front line, 
Byram Hills center Matt Groll was limited 
to just eight points, but he finished with 
18 rebounds and four blocked shots. 
Jared Friedberg provided 13 points, all of 
them coming in the first three quarters. 
The Bobcats led 11-6 after one quarter 
and 19-15 at halftime. Repa, for one, 
won’t miss playing the talented Pelicans, 
who have size up front and guards who 
can get to the paint.

“This was a grind,” he said. “I’m happy 
we don’t have to see them again.”
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Byram Hills center Matt Groll scores a basket in 
Friday’s playoff  victory.

Jared Friedberg of  Byram Hills takes the ball to 
the basket during Friday’s quarterfinal playoff  win. Matt Milone concentrates on a fourth-quarter 

free throw in the Bobcats’ quarterfinal win over 
Pelham.

The Bobcats’ Liam Nowlin searches for an open 
teammate in the Class A playoff  win over Pelham.

Byram Hills guard Skylar Sinon dribbles the ball 
in Friday afternoon’s playoff  win vs. the Pelicans. Byram Hills coach Ted Repa has the Bobcats back 

at the Westchester County Center for the fifth time 
in six years. 

Skylar Sinon shoots the ball in the 46-38 Bobcat 
win over Pelham. 
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By Andy Jacobs
Apparently a pair of playoff 

prognosticators did the New Rochelle 
boys’ basketball team no favors when they 
both predicted the Huguenots would put 
an end to Fox Lane’s splendid 2015-16 
season. 

On Saturday evening, the overlooked 
and underappreciated Foxes stepped onto 
their home floor for a playoff showdown 
with the Huguenots as if on a mission. 
They scored the game’s first 13 points, 
opened up a 30-point lead by the third 
quarter and coasted to a 78-45 demolition 
of New Rochelle in a Section 1, Class AA 
quarterfinal game that was never in doubt 
after halftime.

“Yeah, all the reporters picked us to lose 
to New Ro,” said the Foxes’ Sean New, the 
game’s high scorer with 20 points. “So that 
was even more added motivation than we 
already had. We just wanted to come out 
firing and just show that we’re the much 
better team.”

It was New, a senior sharpshooter, 
who ignited Fox Lane’s dazzling start by 
drilling a 3-pointer from the left elbow 30 
seconds after the opening tipoff. Just 20 
seconds later, Matt Redhead connected on 
an 18-foot jumper from the top of the key. 
When New misfired from the perimeter 
on the Foxes’ next possession, Alex Olsen 
came flying through the lane to tip in the 
rebound and put the Huguenots in a 7-0 
hole.

The second-seeded Foxes’ onslaught 
continued as New made back-to-back 
steals and went coast to coast on both for 
easy layups. When Redhead took a pass 
from Olsen and scored inside with 4:20 
left in the opening quarter, Fox Lane’s 
lead had grown to 13-0. The Huguenots, 
seeded seventh, soon closed to within 
15-7, but the period ended with the 
Foxes’ Emmett Robin hitting a 3-pointer 
and Redhead scoring on a put-back that 
restored the 13-point cushion.

“I think they’re tired of nobody 
respecting them,” said Fox Lane coach 
Mike Tomassi about his slighted players. 
“And we understand the way to get respect 
is to earn it. Hopefully, we earned a little 
bit tonight.”

Olsen, who finished the evening with 
15 points and 14 rebounds, scored the 
Foxes’ first seven points of the second 
quarter. His 3-pointer from the left corner 
with 5:10 remaining in the half gave Fox 
Lane a 27-8 advantage. A pull-up jumper 
by Jarrett Haines, the Huguenots’ top 
scorer with 18 points, trimmed the Fox 
Lane lead to 31-18, but the half ended 
with a 9-3 burst by the Foxes, who left the 
court ahead by 19 points. 

Even with the huge lead, the Foxes, 
according to New, were still wary of the 
Huguenots. “We knew it wasn’t over 
because they fought back from a White 
Plains loss recently,” he said. They were 
down 20, I think, and came back and won. 
So we knew we had to just keep fighting 

and that’s what we did.”
The Foxes made sure there would be no 

New Rochelle comeback by outscoring 
the Huguenots 20-10 in the third quarter. 
New and Robin each connected on a 
3-pointer shortly after intermission and 
Jamal Jackson-Blake, who provided a 
spark with 15 points, later added three 
inside baskets. His final one, on a drive 
along the right baseline with 2:12 to go in 
the period, stretched the Fox Lane lead to 
30 points. 

“He’s been great all year and today 
was nothing new,” said Tomassi about 
Jackson-Blake. “I think he was a little 
more aggressive than he normally is. 
It’s hard to beat a team when you’ve got 
three, four, five guys that can do things 
offensively, and we have that. When he’s 
rolling like that, we’re very, very tough to 
beat.”

The Foxes never let up in the fourth 
quarter and gave the home fans even more 
to cheer in the final moments. Redhead, 
who wound up with 18 points and a dozen 
rebounds, provided an exclamation point 

with just over minutes remaining when he 
rose in the lane for a two-handed dunk.

After all the starters were removed from 
the game to big cheers from the appreciative 
Fox Lane fans, reserve center Preston 
McKenney made a layup that gave the Foxes 
their largest lead all night, 35 points. 

“I ran through this game a million times 
since last year,” said Tomassi, who, unlike 
his first season, got to savor seeing his 
starters walk off the court to an ovation for 
a quarterfinal victory. “Yeah, in my wildest 
dreams, that would’ve been the perfect 
scenario, and it was great to get them to 
come off the floor like that. That was just the 
perfect scenario to get them the respect they 
deserve.”

According to New, the impetus for the 
overwhelming rout of the Huguenots came 
a couple of weeks back when the Foxes were 
dominated in the second half by Saunders 
at a showcase event and seemed to instantly 
lose credibility as a bona fide title contender. 

“When we lost to Saunders, everyone sort 
of, like, wrote us off,” said New. “And we 
knew we were better than that. We just had 
a really off day. I think the loss to Saunders 
was the best thing that could happen to us.”

“It motivated them,” said Tomassi. “At the 
end of the day, we’re allowed a bad game. 
They’re obviously a good team and they 
did some things, but we shot 20 percent. I 
think we’re getting judged off of one game 
this year.”

Now that the Foxes have silenced the 
doubters, at least for a few days, next up is 
a Friday semifinal matchup against White 
Plains at the Westchester County Center. 

“I can’t wait,” said New. “I’m so excited. 

We just want to go out and do the same 
thing we did today and hopefully get two 
more wins and get the Gold Ball.”

“We have 12 seniors,” added Tomassi, 
“and we talked about life and how when one 
door closes another one opens. And I said 
I didn’t want this Fox Lane basketball door 
to close on them, and I don’t think they did 
either. We want to keep it open for as long 
as possible.”

Fox Lane Crushes the Huguenots in the Class AA Quarterfinals
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The Foxes’ Sean New fires a jump shot during 
Saturday evening’s Class AA quarterfinal victory.

Fox Lane point guard Emmett Robin pushes the 
ball up the court in the Class AA quarterfinals.

Matt Redhead drives the left baseline in Fox 
Lane’s rout of  visiting New Rochelle in the 
sectional playoffs.

Fox Lane’s Alex Olsen goes airborne in the second 
half  of  Saturday’s playoff  game vs. New Rochelle.

Fox Lane’s Jamal Jackson-Blake scores on a layup 
vs. the Huguenots on Saturday.

Fox Lane coach Mike Tomassi watches his Foxes 
crush New Rochelle in Saturday’s quarterfinal 
playoff  game.
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Briarcliff Girls Ousted in the Quarterfinals by the Tigers
By Justin Thomas

After ending the regular season as co-
league champions with Valhalla, Briarcliff 
earned a first-round bye in the Section 
1, Class B playoffs. The Bears came into 
Saturday afternoon’s quarterfinal game 
against Putnam Valley as definite favorites, 
only to have the Tigers play spoilers to their 
great season with a 48-43 upset victory.

The early exit for the host Bears brought 
up questions about whether having a bye 
was actually a hindrance to the team or not. 
But Briarcliff coach Don Hamlin was quick 
to squelch any idea of that being a possible 
excuse for a loss.

“It’s never good to be off for two weeks,” 
Hamlin said. “But I thought we did our 
best to prepare. I thought the kids were as 
prepared as they could be for this. They had 
a hard time putting the ball in the basket 
today. I don’t know [if it was an advantage 
for Putnam Valley]. They played really 
well. That was their advantage. They just 
outplayed us.”

The Bears managed to start well with 
point guard KC Hamlin distributing the ball 
well and the defense holding strong. Eighth-
grader Alana Lombardi, who finished tied 
for a game high in points with 15, was able 
to get her outside shot going off after a 
couple of nice feeds from Hamlin. With six 
points from Lombardi and five more from 
Maddie Plank, the Bears took a 13-9 lead at 
the end of the first quarter.

Putnam Valley was able to stick with 
the Bears and keep them within striking 
distance while they worked to establish 
their game. Hamlin pushed the Bears’ lead 
to six points with a drive to the hoop, but the 

Briarcliff lead wouldn’t last long. Put Valley 
immediately answered with a three from 
Maria Tomais, which sparked a 7-0 run for 
the Tigers, capped off by a steal that was 
taken coast-to-coast by Kelli Venezia that 
gave the Tigers a 21-20 lead.

The Tigers went into the half with a 23-
22 edge and gave up the lead for just two 
possessions in the second half. Plank was 
limited to just seven points, but did what 
she could in other areas of the game. She 
started the second half with a steal that led 
to a Hamlin layup. After a  layup by Venezia, 
who finished with 15 points, Hamlin 
returned the favor by finding Plank for a 
drive through the lane to give the Bears a 
26-25 lead.

But that’s when Put Valley really took 
control of the game. The Tigers’ defense 
completely took away the Bears’ perimeter 
shooting and helped launch an  11-1 run 
that opened up a 36-27 lead. Jackie Contento 
was able to hit a much-needed 3-pointer to 
end the third quarter, but that’s all the Tigers 
allowed from the outside all quarter. 

“It had a big impact,” coach Hamlin said 
of the Tigers taking away his team’s outside 
shot. “We had opportunities driving to the 
basket. We just came up short, and in a 
game like this you’ve got to make those.”

The Bears gave it their best effort in the 
fourth quarter, which began with Contento 
making a great dish to Lombardi for a 
3-pointer that pulled the Bears within three 
points. But that’s as close as they would get. 
Lombardi was able to get another great look 
for three from the corner to try to tie it, 
but the shot caromed off the rim and was 
hauled in by the 6-foot-3 Put Valley center, 
Reena Olsen, who controlled the boards in 
the second half and finished with 14 points 
and 17 rebounds.

Down 46-40 with just under a minute 
left to play, Briarcliff had a chance, but just 

couldn’t get any shots 
to fall. The Bears even 
had a possession where 
they were able to get up 
three or four chances 
from deep, but to no 
avail before Olsen was 
finally able to pull in the 
rebound and seal the 
game for Putnam Valley.

The disappointing 
end to its season left 
Briarcliff one victory 
shy of a trip to the 
Westchester County 
Center and wondering 
about what could have been.

“I thought we played hard,” Hamlin said. 
“I just never felt like we got into any kind of 
offensive rhythm, and PV played great. Give 
them a lot of credit…I don’t know. I think 
we need to handle a pressure situation a 
little bit better than we did.”

Despite the loss to the Tigers, the future 
looks bright for Briarcliff. Four of its five 
starters are returning next season, and 

three are either freshmen or eighth graders.  
While there is promise on the Bears’ roster, 
the players do have some growing up to do 
to get where they want to go.

“Youth is great, but you’ve got to get 
better,” Hamlin said. “It’s nice that they’re 
young, but we need to get better. And if they 
get better, then we have a good future.”
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Jackie Contento drives to the basket in the second 
half  of  Saturday’s Class B playoff  game vs. visiting 
Putnam Valley.

Briarcliff  guard KC Hamlin dribbles past midcourt 
during the Bears’ quarterfinal playoff  game.

Alana Lombardi lines up a 3-pointer in the first 
half  vs. Putnam Valley.

Briarcliff  freshman Maddie Plank shoots a 
baseline jumper during Saturday’s playoff  game.

Briarcliff  senior Kelly Monaghan dribbles the ball 
near midcourt in Saturday’s quarterfinal playoff  
game vs. the Tigers.

Coach Don Hamlin watches his Briarcliff  basketball 
team battle Putnam Valley for a berth at the 
Westchester County Center.

Players on the Briarcliff  bench watch the final minutes of  the Bears’ 
season on Saturday afternoon. 
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Bears Blast Ardsley to Advance to the County Center
By Justin Thomas

The Briarcliff Bears are headed back to 
the Westchester County Center. 

The top-seeded team in the Section 
1, Class B playoffs trounced visiting 
Ardsley late Saturday afternoon to earn a 
semifinal berth on Wednesday evening.  
The fans filling the Briarcliff gymnasium 
were given every reason to stand and 
cheer all game as the Bears jumped ahead 
early and never looked back, rolling to a 
dominant 78-53 win over the Panthers.

Ardsley came into the game hoping 
to knock the Bears off-balance with its 
devastating quickness, but it was the 
Panthers who found themselves playing 
catch up right from the get-go. It was 
clear that the bulk of the Panthers’ 
defensive effort was focused on Sean 
Crowley and Jack Reish at the start, 
which enabled Jack Ryan, to finish with 
a game-high 24 points.

Ryan got the action started in strong 
fashion, splashing a 3-pointer off of a 
nice feed from Crowley.  The sophomore 
guard knocked down two more three-
balls  in the first quarter and ended the 
period with a steal and fast-break assist 
to Reish. The Bears jumped out to a 15-8 
lead behind a stout defense and Ryan’s 
electric start, and Briarcliff coach Cody 
Moffett couldn’t have been happier with 
the effort of his team on both ends of the 
court.

 “It was great,” Moffett said. “We 
spoke about a couple of things as far 
as the scout. I was at the game when 
they played Blind Brook, and they were 
down 13 with about four minutes left. 
And I was like, ‘Oh, this game might be 
close to over.’ But then they hit a couple 
of shots, so we told them that this is a 
very dangerous team. They’re capable of 
coming in here and getting a win, so we 
have to make sure we focus on what we’re 
trying to do from a scout perspective.”

Ardsley point guard Juliain McGarvey 
tried to get things going with some 
transition buckets, but Briarcliff just 
kept getting stronger as every player on 
the court started stepping up their game. 
With Reish making passes to Ryan on 
the perimeter and Crowley inside, the 
Bears soon stretched their lead to double 
digits, before ending the half in emphatic 
fashion with a Crowley block that sent 
the ball sailing away from the shell-
shocked Panthers.

It was a full team effort from the Bears, 
with four starters finishing with at least 
14 points and at least six rebounds. They 
executed on everything that Moffett has 
preached to them all season.

 “Our mantra is defensive focus and 
play unselfish,” Moffett said. “So as long 
as we’re playing unselfish, and we’re 
focused in on defense, I think we’ll be 
fine for the most part. We tell these guys, 

‘Within our mantra, the defensive end, I 
need maximum effort,’ and these guys, 
they give it every single possession.”

Briarcliff kept stretching its lead and 
had pushed it to 16 points early in the 
third quarter. But there was no quit in 
the Panthers, who kept themselves in the 
game until they just couldn’t stay with the 
Bears anymore, an attribute that Moffett 
and his players respected and rigorously 
prepared for.

 “That’s what we’ve been speaking 
about during these last couple of days of 
preparation,” Moffett said. “We said that 
at no point are they gonna go away. It 
was evident even in that game, when we 
pushed it to a lead where it’s 18, and then 
they push right down to 10, and their 
guys are still playing as hard as possible. 
Very classy team. Very class-act guys.”

David Falcone and McGarvey did 
what they could to keep their Panthers 
in it for as long as they could, but in the 
end, the Bears were just the better team 
and were making big plays happen on 

almost every possession offensively and 
defensively. 

Ardsley cut its deficit to 64-51 in 
the fourth quarter, but then the Bears 
exploded. Reish was calmly in control of 
the offense as he swung the ball to Ryan 
for yet another 3-pointer, then got Taijon 
Tribble involved in the mix, finding him 
down low with an absolute dime for an 
easy layup. After another Ryan 3-point 
bomb, sandwiched around a pair of 
Reish layups, the Bears had fully closed 
the door on the Panthers with a 12-0 run 
that pushed the lead to 76-51.

The Bears now move on to the County 
Center and seem to have the talent and 
confidence needed to win it all.

“We’ve been confident all year,” 

Moffett said. “We feel confident going 
into every single game. A-school, AA-
school, B-school? We don’t really feed 
into that. I tell the guys, ‘Hey, they bring 
their guys, we bring our guys, and we just 
play and we see where we stand.’ So we’re 
confident every single game, but we’re 
not overconfident. We understand the 
value of the playoffs, and the intensity 
and what it brings. So we just go one 
game at a time.”
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Briarcliff  center Sean Crowley helps out with the 
ball handling chores in Saturday’s easy playoff  
win over visiting Ardsley.

Briarcliff  guard Jack Ryan heads for the basket in 
the Bears’ playoff  win over Ardsley.

Jack Reish of  Briarcliff  sails in for an easy bucket 
during the Bears’ quarterfinal playoff  game 
Saturday.

The Bears’ Josiah Cobbs launches a jump shot in 
Saturday afternoon’s Class B quarterfinal victory.

The Bears’ Matt Perlmutter dribbles the ball in the 
playoff  win over the Ardsley Panthers.

Coach Cody Moffett directs his Briarcliff  Bears 
during Saturday’s Class B sectional game against 
visiting Ardsley.

Small News is BIG News
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Fox Lane junior Thomas Tenney 
spent most of the intermission between 
the first and second periods on Sunday 
afternoon in the lobby of the Brewster 
Ice Arena in search of fluids after 
a draining first 15 minutes against 
Yorktown in the Section 1, Division II 
hockey playoffs. 

If he wasn’t feeling his best, the 
seventh-seeded Huskers probably 
couldn’t tell. Tenney soon returned 
to the ice and promptly collected 
his second goal of the day to give the 
Foxes the lead for good on the way to 
a 4-2 upset victory in the tournament’s 
opening round. 

“Probably dehydrated,” said Foxes 
coach Scott Miele afterwards when 
asked later what was ailing one of the 
key players on his 10th-seeded team’s 
dangerous first line. “We ask a lot from 
them. They were skating hard. A lot of 
quick shifts. And then he puts up that 
kind of performance. He’s a terrific 
player to have. He’s a great pickup for 
us.”

The two goals by Tenney, two more 
by Joseph Fetter, 35 saves by star goalie 
Abbie Ives and the perpetual presence 
on the ice of Trevor Zegras, a do-it-all 
freshman, proved to be too much for 
the Huskers to overcome. Yorktown had 
jumped out to a 1-0 lead seven minutes 
into the game when Cian Keohane 
pounced on a loose puck in front of 
the net and rifled a shot past Ives, but 
it took the Foxes just 23 seconds to get 
even as Tenney tallied his first goal with 
an assist from Zegras.

“It’s important,” said Miele about his 
team’s rapid response, “because the 
more time they’re up, it’s more that 
our guys are probably gonna have their 
heads down. So being able to get the 
first goal to tie it quickly, it brought 
momentum for us.”

Yorktown outshot the Foxes by a 16-
11 margin in the opening period, but 
the teams left the ice tied at 1-1. When 
they returned, it took Tenney less than 
90 seconds to give the Foxes the lead for 
the rest of the game as he skated up the 
right wing and lofted a lefty wrist shot 
past Husker goalie Dylan Tobert. 

The Foxes’ lead grew to 3-1 when 
they scored on a power play with 8:42 
remaining in the second period. With 
the man advantage, Tenney peppered 
Tobert with four shots in succession 
from the right point. The rebound on 
the final one was put home by Fetter 
from left of the crease. But Yorktown 
answered with a power-play goal of its 
own five minutes later just before the 

teams were about to be even again.
Tenney was whistled for a four-

minute major penalty late in the period, 
which ended with the speedy Zegras 
getting thwarted on one of his several 
breakaway chances during the contest. 
The Foxes had to settle for a one-goal 
lead heading to the third, which began 
with Yorktown still on a power play.

“We dug ourselves a little hole there 
and we dug ourselves out of it,” said 
Miele. “We stayed disciplined on our 
penalty kill. We didn’t run around. It 
was quick shifts and that’s what led to 
the successful kill.”

Zegras was denied a couple of 

times early in the third period, but 
with six minutes to go his matchless 
stickhandling skills paid off for the 
Foxes. After a dazzling display by Zegras 
on a foray through the Husker defense 
along the left wing, the puck wound up 
in front of the crease, where Fetter was 
able to easily slip it into the open left 
side of the net for an insurance goal. 

The Huskers’ last gasp came with 
exactly two minutes to go when Ives 
made a diving save across the crease to 
preserve Fox Lane’s two-goal lead. The 
victory sends the Foxes into a Tuesday 
night quarterfinal matchup against 
second-seeded Brewster.

“It’s gonna be an exciting journey on 
Tuesday,” said Miele, who didn’t have 
Zegras available to skate circles around 
the Huskers when the teams met three 
weeks ago and Yorktown won 3-0. “Sky’s 
the limit. That’s how I look at it. We can 

beat any given team on any given day.”
-Andy Jacobs

Foxes Surprise Yorktown in the Opening Round of Sectionals

Fox Lane freshman Trevor Zegras takes the puck toward the goal in Sunday’s playoff  win over Yorktown.

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878
 advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Levitt Grovosky of  Fox Lane awaits a faceoff  in 
Sunday afternoon’s Division II playoff  win over 
Yorktown.

Thomas Tenney of  Fox Lane skates in from the 
right wing during the Foxes’ 4-2 playoff  victory 
over the Huskers.

Fox Lane’s Jared Goldstein sends a shot on goal 
in Sunday’s opening-round playoff  game at 
Brewster Ice Arena.

Fox Lane goalie Abbie Ives keeps her eyes on the 
puck in the 4-2 playoff  win over Yorktown.

Fox Lane coach Scott Miele watches his 10th-
seeded Foxes upset seventh-seeded Yorktown in 
the sectional playoffs.
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Above: The Setters’ Liam Brennan, 
who finished with seven points, tries 
to get to the cage in Saturday’s 
season-opening victory.

Left: Pace players, left to right, 
Robert Maddia, Tyler Meigel and 
Josh Kreitler celebrate a first-half  
goal vs. visiting Post University.

Matt Cossidente of  Pace controls 
the ball in the second quarter of  
Saturday’s 15-9 home win over 
the Post University Eagles.

Pace’s Vincent Vasheo unleashes a shot on goal 
during Saturday’s season opener vs. visiting Post. The Setters’ Michael Pappalardo takes the ball up 

the field in the first-ever lacrosse game at brand 
new Pace Stadium.

Pace University’s Kevin Vogelsberg moves 
the ball behind the cage in Saturday’s 
season-opening game.

Focus On
PACE

Men’s Lacrosse Team
Wins Season Opener

Mt. Pleasant Ice Cats
Crush Byram Hills
in Opening Round

of the Playoffs

Greg Kramer of  the Mt. Pleasant Ice Cats controls 
the puck in Sunday’s 11-4 playoff  win over Byram 
Hills.

Below left: The Ice Cats’ Dom Fensore skates 
past Zach Rigano of  Byram Hills during Sunday’s 
playoff  game at Brewster Ice Arena.

Below: Mt. Pleasant’s Shayan Farjam tries to 
break free as he moves the puck up the right wing 
in the Ice Cats’ opening-round playoff  win over 
Byram Hills.

Robert Lunder of  Byram Hills gets set to shoot 
the puck in the Bobcats’ season-ending playoff  
loss to visiting Mt. Pleasant. 
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Like
our 

SportS 
photoS? 

to purchase a digital file, 
email us at 

photos@
theexaminernews.com. 
Just include the name of  

the student athlete  
featured in the picture  

or pictures you’re  
interested in buying, the tuesday 

publication date in which  
the image or images appeared  

and the page number or numbers.  
photos are $25 each.

By Colette Connolly
Winter might not be over but at Mount 

Kisco’s Saw Mill Club, organizers are 
preparing for what they hope will be an 
exciting summer camp program for area 
children. 

Camp Saw Mill gives children the 
opportunity to make new friends, learn 
a different skill and have some healthy 
summer fun, said Nicole Weiss, the club’s 
Children’s Center director. She said the 
emphasis at Camp Saw Mill is to develop 
the youngsters’ self-esteem and confidence 
through a variety of age-appropriate 
activities.

While some families who enroll their 
children in the summer camp program 
already belong to the Saw Mill Club and 
are familiar with the building and what the 
program has to offer, Weiss said the camp, 
which is open to all children two to 10 
years old, is a very welcoming place for new 
families.

The camp has attracted children of 
families from the nearby communities of 
Armonk, Bedford, Chappaqua, Katonah, 
Mount Kisco, Pleasantville, Pound Ridge, 
Somers and Yorktown as well as those from 
beyond the immediate area. 

Weiss and her staff are currently providing 
tours of the facility. The tours highlight 
the camp’s renowned tennis program, 
which is taught by nationally ranked 
tennis professionals, and its swimming 

program with highly favorable children-to- 
instructor ratios for each class. 

“We encourage families to bring their 
children in before the camp season begins 
to take a tour of the facility with our 
membership department,” Weiss said of 
the family-like atmosphere that has been 
cultivated at Camp Saw Mill over its 24-year 
history.

What makes Camp Saw Mill different 
from many other camp programs is the 
detailed planning that goes into each activity, 
Weiss said. The goal is to offer activities for 
children that are not only geared toward 

their interests 
but also their 
developmental 
needs.

“We support 
our trained 
counselors as 
they interact 
with children and 
their families, 
said Co-Director 
A d r i e n n e 
Adorno. 

Meetings are 
held daily before 
camp begins to 
ensure that all 
staff is prepared 
for each day, 
Adorno noted. 
Providing the 

pacing and scheduling of a day is just one 
aspect of the Camp Saw Mill experience. 
Weiss said there are myriad themed 
activities throughout the summer, including 
those focusing on super heroes, patriotism, 
wellness and a PJs Day, that not only keep 
children occupied but looking forward to 
enjoying each day. 

The camp also runs a literacy and arts 
and crafts program that ties into the various 
themes of the week. 

“Our literacy piece is there so children 
don’t skip a beat from the time they leave 

school in June to the time they go back in 
September,” Weiss said. 

A chess camp for six- to 10-year-olds is 
available as is a Summer Tot Time program 
for active two-year-olds, offering indoor 
and outdoor play each day. Some of the 
indoor activities include circle time, music, 
art projects and story time. 

Camp Saw Mill is a flexible summer camp 
program, offering a variety of scheduling 
options to suit the needs of busy families. 
Half- and full-day options are available as is 
a two-hour Swim and Gym program each 
afternoon that is led by certified instructors.

The camp opens June 13 to accommodate 
pre-school children and students from 
private or independent schools whose 
school year ends earlier than local public 
schools. It begins June 27 for all other 
children. 

All families are required to register their 
children for a minimum of two weeks from 
two to five days a week. Parents may also 
extend their children’s time as the summer 
continues. A variety of flexible pricing 
and scheduling options are available, with 
Saw Mill Club members having access to 
discounted pricing. 

Interested parents may contact the 
membership department at the Saw Mill 
Club at 914-241-0797 ext. 3038 for more 
information. 

Camp Saw Mill Gears Up to Give Children Tons of Summer Fun
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By Andy Jacobs
Much to its dismay, the Westlake 

boys’ basketball team discovered last 
Wednesday evening that lightning can 
indeed sometimes strike twice. 

For the second time in 15 days, 
the Wildcats were victimized by an 
improbable and miraculous late comeback 
by the Pleasantville Panthers, who on both 
occasions trailed by nine points with just 
three minutes to go. 

“On a team where we’ve had some ups 
and downs this year, this is unbelievable,” 
said Panthers coach Chris Welsh amid 
the euphoria of his 10th-seeded team’s 
stunning 48-45 come-from-far-behind 
victory over the seventh-seeded, host 
Wildcats in the opening round of the 
Section 1, Class B playoffs. 

“It was the best experience I’ve ever had 
in my coaching career,” added Welsh. “To 
see the score, 42-33, and just looking at the 
kids and saying to them, ‘We’ve done it. 
We’ve done it. We’ve been there. We’ll do it 
again.’ And that’s exactly what we said, that 
we were gonna do it again. And we did. It’s 
unbelievable.”

When the two teams had met in 
Pleasantville late in the regular season 
just over two weeks ago, on a day when 
Westlake star guard Jesse Boyce reached 
the 1000-point plateau, the Panthers 
outscored the Wildcats by 13 points down 
the stretch to win by the nearly identical 
score of 49-45.  This time, with the stakes 
much, much higher, they used a 13-0 burst 
in a dizzying 95-second span late in the 
fourth quarter to steal the game again. 

Even though neither Boyce nor 
backcourt mate Will Snyder provided 
a single basket all night long and were 
limited to five points apiece, Westlake, 
thanks mostly to an unexpected offensive 
outburst from Owen Peterson, seemed 
on the verge of advancing to Saturday’s 
quarterfinal round against second-seeded 
Putnam Valley. 

Peterson finished with a team-high 16 
points in what his coach, Sam Honig, called 

“the game of his life tonight.” It was his 
3-pointer from the right corner with exactly 
three minutes left on the clock that gave the 
Wildcats their largest lead of the contest at 
42-33 and seemed to seal the Panthers’ fate.

“Called a timeout,” said Welsh, who, 
despite recent history, couldn’t have liked 
his team’s chances of moving on at that 
moment. “Boom! 13-nothing. A couple big 
shots, a couple big steals. Just a tremendous 
effort. A tremendous effort. I’m extremely, 
extremely proud.”

The Panther comeback began with 2:48 
remaining when junior guard Mike Manley 
connected on a 3-pointer from the left 
corner. Just 37 seconds later, after a Panther 
offensive rebound, Manley drained another 
3-point shot from the left corner. Suddenly 
Pleasantville was within three points and 
there was  still plenty of time left. 

At midcourt, Peterson, who had 
confounded the Panthers all evening with 
an array of baseline drives, turnaround 
jumpers and 3-point shots, was soon called 
for a backcourt violation as he tried to 
extricate himself from a trap. 

“We tried to call timeout,” said the 
Wildcats’ Honig, who had to be feeling an 
eerie sense of deja vu. “The referee said 
he didn’t hear anything. I said, ‘But you’re 
looking right at me.’ I was screaming. I’ve 
got no voice left because of it, but I was 
screaming at him. He just didn’t hear. It was 
loud. It was a great crowd.”

The Panthers, whose season would end 
three days later with a quarterfinal loss 
at second-seeded Putnam Valley, took 
advantage of the turnover as Nick Salzarulo 
converted both ends of a 1-and-1 to cut 
the Westlake lead to one point with 1:51 
remaining. Just 10 seconds later, Patrick 
McPhee made one of two foul shots to tie 
the game. 

After the Wildcats came up empty at the 

other end as Peterson missed on a runner 
and Camron Amerson couldn’t finish on 
a layup try, the Panthers took the lead for 
good with 1:10 to go on a 3-pointer from 
just right of the key by Jon Carlo Angiolillo. 

“A big shot,” said Welsh of the trey by 
Angiolillo. “Just a big, big shot. A kid who 
gives his all every minute he’s on the court. 
He might not be the best basketball player, 
but, and I’ve said this to him several times 
this year, Jon Carlo plays his best when it 
means the most. When things get tough, 
Jon Carlo rises, and he did it again today.”

A layup by Peterson with 31.7 seconds 
left ended the Panthers’ huge run and 
moved Westlake to within 45-44. With 

18.9 seconds to go, Manley, who wound up 
with a game-high 19 points despite 6-of-
20 shooting from the field, made the first 
of two free throws. When he missed the 
second, Salzarulo won the battle for the 
rebound, was fouled and then hit one of his 
two shots from the line. 

“That’s what sealed it for them,” said 
Honig about the big offensive rebound by 
Salzarulo with 16.8 seconds on the clock. 
“What killed us was they got the rebound 
on that last foul shot.”

Soon after, Manley had a chance at the 
line to put the Panthers up by four points 
and clinch the comeback. But he made 
just one of two, leaving Westlake, down by 
three, with half a second to inbound the ball 
and go the length of the court. But without 
Grant Hill and Christian Laettner on the 
roster, the Wildcats’ desperation pass was 
deflected away as the buzzer sounded. 

“It’s a Hail Mary pass,” said Honig. ”Catch, 
turn and shoot, and hope for the best. That’s 
all we could do.” 

“Today was a team win,” said Welsh. “You 
know, we’ve had some times where we’ve 
been a little too one-dimensional. Today 
was, top to bottom, everybody who stepped 
on that court did a wonderful job.”

There had been five lead changes in the 
opening quarter, but the Panthers went 
scoreless for nearly seven minutes bridging 
the first and second periods and trailed the 
entire way until their big spurt in the closing 
moments. Westlake led 31-30 after three 
quarters, but eight points by Peterson in an 
11-3 run over the first five minutes of the 
fourth seemed to doom the Panthers. 

“We gave everything we got,” said the 
disappointed Honig, whose team finished 
11-10 this season. “The boys played some 
of the best defense they’ve played all year 
tonight. I’m proud of these guys. We had a 
great season. First winning season we’ve had 
in over 12 years at the school. It came down 
to a couple little things here and there.”

Westlake is Victimized Again by a Miraculous Panther Comeback

Pleasantville’s Nick Salzarulo battles Westlake’s 
Nick Sirena for rebound position in last week’s 
opening-round playoff  game, won by the 
Panthers. Pleasantville’s Mike Manley shoots a free throw in 

the fourth quarter of  last Wednesday’s playoff  win 
over host Westlake.

The Panthers’ Patrick McPhee takes the ball to 
the basket as Westlake’s Nick Sirena defends in 
the opening round of  the sectional playoffs.

Westlake guard Will Snyder sends up an off-
balance shot in last Wednesday’s playoff  game vs. 
Pleasantville.

The Wildcats’ Owen Peterson is fouled as he tries 
to get to the basket in last week’s Class B playoff  
game against Pleasantville.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 022316
ADOPTION
ADOPT: An experienced mom, dad, and 
hopeful big brother are ready to welcome 
a new baby. Expenses paid. Please call 
Alana & Michael:1-855-840-3066. Ala-
naAndMichaelAdopt.net.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery Lim-
ited Supply!ORDER NOW! 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com

HELP WANTED
DAY CARE CENTER IN SOMERS.  
FULL TIME and PART TIME posi-
tions available immediately, 5 Days a 
week. Please email resume to Raquel@
learninggardendaycare.com or fax to 
914-243-0877.

My Gym children’s Fitness Center in Yor-
ktown heights is hiring part time instruc-
tors with experience in gymnastics, dance, 
karate, or theatre. If you love kids, fitness, 
and fun, apply today! Email yorktown@
mygym.com or call (914) 302-7705

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and 
Certifications Running Bulldozers, Back-
hoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-
6497

STYLIST WANTED, man or woman, 
following preferred, for a growing salon 
in Katonah. 914 232 5201

HIRING
HOME HEALTHCARE HIRING 
EVENT THURSDAY FEBRUARY 25! 
FREE TRAINING!! Community Health 
Care is expanding. Immediate employ-
ment available for HHA’s and PCA’s! Not 
licensed? No problem! Free training for 
qualified candidates! Our training pro-
gram is completely FREE and can be com-
pleted in very little time. We have training 
classes every month! We have immediate 
work available! Short hours, long hours 
and live in cases to start right away. Our 
hiring event will be located at Comfort 
Inn & Suites 20 Saw Mill River Rd, Haw-
thorne NY 10532 For transportation 
information, and all questions call 914-
410-8920

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1?866?309?1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 

home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! CATSKILL 
M O U N TA I N S / C O O P E R S T O W N 
LAKES REGION! 5 to 30 Acre Tracts 
from $19,900 Woods, streams, views! 
Gíteed buildable! Owner terms! Call 888-
905-8847

LEGALS
Notice of Formation of Jenny Dobell 
Gardenscaping, LLC Art. Of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 12/17/15. Offc. Loc: West-
chester Cty. SSNY desig. as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC, 10 Central Ave. Rye, NY, 10580. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Sabina Global 
Communities, LLC. Sabinagc.com filed 
with Department of State of New York 
on 8/28/15. Office location: Westches-
ter County. United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 7014 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn NY 11228 designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to United States 
Corporation Agents, Inc. Suite 202; 
7014 13th Avenue Brooklyn NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SO MULCH MORE, LLC. Art. Of Org., 
filed with SSNY on 1/07/16.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 28 Fox Lane, Mt. 
Kisco, NY 10549.  Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

Notice of Formation of CGC Solutions 
LLC filed with the Department of State 
on 09/30/2015. Putnam County, SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom process 

against the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to The LLC, 74 Hillside 
Park, Brewster, NY 10509. General Pur-
pose.

MISCELLANEOUS
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
WANT CASH FOR EXTRA DIABETIC 
TEST STRIPS? I Pay Top Dollar Since 
2005! 1 Day Fast Payment Guaranteed 
Up To $60 Per Box! Free Shipping. www.
Cashnowoffer.com or 888-210-5233. Get 
Extra $10: Use Offer Code: Cashnow!

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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2016
Basketball
Sectionals

SPORTS 
SCENE

Westlake’s Emily Sardo heads for the basket as 
Raquel Addona of  Dobbs Ferry tries to stop her 
in last Wednesday’s Wildcat win.

Shelby Sekinski drives the right baseline for a 
bucket for the Valhalla Vikings, who advanced to 
the County Center with a pair of  playoff  wins.

Alana Lombardi of  Briarcliff  gets her hand on a 
loose ball in the Bears’ playoff  loss to visiting 
Putnam Valley.

Matt Groll of  Byram Hills battles with Pelham’s 
Davis Allen under the basket in Friday’s 
quarterfinal game.

Fox Lane’s Alex Olsen sets his sights on a possible 
rebound during Saturday evening’s rout of  New 
Rochelle.

Francesca Guzzo of  Valhalla gets possession after a scramble for a loose ball in the Vikings’ opening-
round playoff  win over Blind Brook.

Fox Lane’s Sean New celebrates with his 
teammates late in Saturday’s quarterfinal rout of  
New Rochelle.

Above: Briarcliff’s Jack Ryan is sent crashing to 
the floor as he drives through the lane in the 
Bears’ quarterfinal win over Ardsley.

Right: Valhalla’s Orlando Clarke levitates in the 
lane during the first half  of  last Wednesday’s 
opening-round loss to visiting Ardsley.

Below right: Sofia Mazza, who scored the game-
winning basket in the quarterfinals to earn 
Valhalla a berth at the Westchester County Center, 
drives against Blind Brook.

Left: Pleasantville’s Patrick McPhee tries to drive 
past host Westlake’s Jesse Boyce during last 
week’s Class B opening-round game.

Mike Manley of  Pleasantville elevates over 
Westlake’s Owen Peterson for a short baseline 
jumper in the Panthers’ come-from-behind win.
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Impressive Freshman Trevor Zegras
Helps Fox Lane Eliminate Yorktown
in the Division II Sectional Playoffs

F O X  F L A S H


