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Taking No Prisoners

Matt Groll and the Bobcats
Cruise to Two Easy Victories
at the Annual Winter Classic
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By Andy Jacobs
Through 24 years at the helm of the 

Horace Greeley boys’ basketball team, 
head coach Dave Fernandes has listened 
to the playing of the national anthem 
close to 500 times. And he likely can’t 
recall a single one of those renditions. 

But last Thursday night, inside the 
gymnasium at Lakeland High School, 
as Fernandes stood next to his players 
facing the flag, he heard the words of The 
Star Spangled Banner as they blared over 
the speakers and took in a moment he 
probably will never forget.

“Oh my God, it was unreal,” Fernandes, 
who this summer thought he had 
coached his last game, would admit later. 
“Unreal. Unreal. Well, let’s put it this way 
– when they were doing the anthem, I 
was standing there and I got goose bumps 
because when you love it (coaching) and 
you have a passion for the game, and you 
almost didn’t coach, it’s an unbelievable 
feeling. And to know everybody stood 
behind me…”

Fernandes, told that the district 
wanted to take the basketball program 
in a different direction, became a former 
coach soon after the 2015-16 school 
year had come to an end. He would’ve 
remained one, too, if dozens of his 
former players along with members of 
the Chappaqua community not signed 
petitions protesting his dismissal and 
helped bring him back. 

“The boys had their (warmup) shirts on 
and it says ‘We Stand Together,’ Fernandes 
added. “They did that for me, you know. 
And I’m really, really grateful. This is a 
grateful season for me.”

A grateful season for Fernandes got off 
to a rousing start as his Quakers began 
with a come-from-behind victory over 
Bronxville in the opening round of the 
eighth annual Carolyn Conroy Memorial 

Basketball Tournament, then nipped 
the host Lakeland Hornets 55-54 in the 
championship game two nights later. 

“I was really proud of the kids,” he said 
following Thursday’s 57-47 comeback win 
over the Broncos in the season opener. 
“No one quit. They kept playing hard.” 

Senior guard Jack Baron, who wound 
up earning tourney MVP honors, 
scored 22 points, including eight in the 
third quarter when the Quakers were 
outscoring Bronxville 19-2 to obliterate a 
seven-point halftime deficit. He had two 
early buckets as Greeley scored the first 11 
points of the second half and never trailed 
again. 

“Amazing,” said Fernandes of the effort 
by Baron. “22 points, but he plays both 
sides. I hope everybody talks about he 
was playing No. 12 (Alston Tarry) on the 
other end. And he scores 22 for us, that’s 
pretty amazing.”

Alston and forward Jack Reilly had 
combined for 15 points in the opening 
quarter as the Broncos built a 17-11 lead. 
A 3-pointer by Brian DePaul to start the 
second period stretched the Bronxville 
advantage to nine points, but consecutive 
baskets from Brian Unger, who finished 
with 12 points and was named to the 

all-tournament team, and Jeremy Block 
brought the Quakers within 22-17 with 
four and a half minutes left in the half. 

Block’s free throw with 3:53 to go before 
halftime was the last point of the second 
quarter as both teams struggled to put the 
ball in the basket. The Quakers began the 
second half trailing 25-18, but Bronxville, 
which went over eight minutes without 
scoring bridging the second and third 
quarters, wouldn’t keep the lead for long. 

The 11-0 blitz by Greeley to start 
the third quarter started with a Baron 
3-pointer 45 seconds in. It was soon 
followed by a flip in the lane by Ryan 
Flanagan, who had much earlier scored 
the Quakers’ first points of the season 
with a 3-point shot from the left corner. A 
steal and layup by Baron forced a Bronco 
timeout that didn’t help too much. 

Unger connected on a 3-pointer from 
the left elbow with 4:30 left in the third 
quarter, giving Greeley a 27-25 lead it 
would never relinquish. Tarry ended 
the long Bronco scoring drought with 
a layup, but the Quakers proceeded to 
score the last eight points of the period 
that included back-to-back short jumpers 
from Baron and a lefty shot in the lane by 
Justin Abrams. 

Greeley began the final quarter with 
a 10-point cushion and when Baron 
began it with a dazzling reverse layup 
on a baseline drive and Brandon Gecaj 
followed with a conventional 3-point 
play, the Broncos were all but finished. 
They did close to within 48-39 with three 
minutes left, but baskets by freshman 
Chris Melis and senior Unger clinched 
the Quaker win. 

“I thought we played so well in that third 
quarter,” said Fernandes, who credited 
improved defense for the turnaround. 
“You know, it was just amazing, put us 
over the top. We were a little sloppy in the 

beginning. But I tried to tell ‘em, ‘Why 
are we rushing? I said, ‘Look, guys, just 
take your time. The back-door cut is wide 
open.’ And we got, like, two or three back-
door cuts for layups. The kids executed 
really well with some great passing and 
timely cuts.”

Now that Fernandes is back on the 
sidelines, aided by assistant coach Liz 
Lops, the school’s former freshman coach 
and someone he “begged to come up this 
year and work with me,” he is looking 
forward to a successful 25th season 
guiding the Quakers. 

“It’s a very good group of kids,” he said. 
“You know, they all like each other, they’re 
very close-knit. It makes the coaching a 
lot easier when you have a team like that.”

Quakers Step Up for Their Longtime Head Coach

senior Jack baron, named the tournament MVp, 
fires a jump shot in horace Greeley’s win over 
bronxville last thursday evening.

Greeley’s brian Unger drives the left baseline in 
the Quakers’ 57-47 season-opening victory over 
bronxville.

horace Greeley guard Justin Abrams takes the ball 
to the basket in the first quarter vs. bronxville.

Ryan sullivan is pressured as he searches for an 
open teammate in Greeley’s opening-round win in 
the annual Lakeland basketball tourney.

the Quakers’ Jeremy block shoots from the free-
throw line in last thursday’s season opener.
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By Andy Jacobs
After capturing another Gold Ball 

a year ago and then falling just one 
3-point basket short of reaching the state 
championship game, the Byram Hills 
boys’ basketball team began the 2016-17 
season this past weekend with lofty goals 
and an obvious desire to pick up where it 
left off back in March.

Bobcat fans saw their talented 
team overwhelm a pair of hopelessly 
overmatched opponents in the school’s 
annual Winter Classic basketball tourney. 
Senior center Matt Groll scored 15 points 
and hauled in 10 rebounds to earn MVP 
honors as Byram Hills crushed Salesian 
71-43 in the championship game on 
Saturday evening.

“We’re a very talented team,” said 
Bobcats coach Ted Repa shortly after 
watching his squad’s second unit put the 
finishing touches on the rout of the Eagles 
from New Rochelle. “We have a lot of 
pieces, a lot of threats.”

That was apparent moments after 
Salesian grabbed its only lead of the 
entire night, 3-2, on a 3-pointer by Jack 
Silverberg 30 seconds into the contest. 
The Bobcats then proceeded to score 
the game’s next 17 points, starting with 
a 3-point shot from sophomore forward 
Willy Samsen and ending with another 
trey, this time by senior point guard Matt 
Milone.

Another 3-pointer by Silverberg, who 
finished with a team-high 14 points and 
was named to the all-tournament team, 
closed the scoring in the first quarter, 
which ended with Byram leading by 13 
points. After Salesian closed to within 
21-10, the Bobcats answered with an 8-0 
spurt as Skylar Sinon scored a couple of 
quick baskets, Samsen made one of two 
foul shots and Shawn Bernard followed 
with a top-of-the-key 3-point basket. 

By halftime, Milone had scored 12 
points and Groll nine as the Bobcats 

breezed to a 39-23 advantage. A fast-
break layup by Samsen with 2:36 left 
capped the Bobcats’ extended 13-2 run 
and gave them their largest lead of the 
opening half, 22 points.

The Bobcats began the third quarter 
with four consecutive layups, two each 
by sophomore Ben Leff, who had eight 
of his 10 points in the period, and Sinon, 
who finished the night with a game-high 
18 points and wound up being named to 
the all-tourney team. But a good portion 
of the Byram Hills student body that had 
showed up didn’t see any of the baskets, 
choosing instead to depart during 
intermission with the outcome hardly in 
doubt.

“Ah, you know, our fans are great,” said 
Repa when it was suggested his team’s 
dominance was emptying the gym. “I’m 
sure they’ll come out when we need ‘em.” 

Clearly the Bobcat fans weren’t needed 

much on Saturday as Byram went to the 
fourth quarter with a 59-37 cushion and 
then built its largest lead, 65-39, with a 
6-0 spurt early in the fourth period that 
included two free throws by Groll and 
two more buckets from Sinon, first a pull-
up jumper and then a fast-break layup. 

As one-sided as the win over Salesian 
was, it hardly compared to Friday’s 
demolition of Children’s Village. Groll 
led Byram Hills with 17 points and the 
Bobcats rolled to victory by 62 points. But 
Repa warns that similar blowouts will be 
few and far between as the schedule gets 
much tougher with showdowns featuring 
Newburgh Free Academy, Our Lady of 
Lourdes and then Iona Prep in the Slam 
Dunk Tournament.

“I think we have to 
get better at the little 
things,” said Repa. “I 
think we have to stay 
hungry throughout 
the process and not get 
satisfied just because 
maybe we’re winning a 
game. We still have to 
do the little things that 
are gonna win games 
down the stretch. 
The little things that 
make us Byram Hills I 
didn’t see consistently 
tonight or yesterday.”

Last year’s team set a 
school record for most 
wins in one season, 
but the Bobcats could 
eclipse it later this 
winter, led by their 
inside-outside combo 
of Groll and Sinon 
and the playmaking of 

Milone.
“They’re really significantly improved,” 

said Repa about Groll and Sinon. “Their 
confidence is through the charts, but what 
they do best is they’re making everyone 
around them better, and that’s the sign of 
true leadership. Matt Milone is like the 
rock in the center of it all. You know, he’s 
the guy that leads us with emotion and 
toughness. We need that from him.”

Both Children’s Village and Salesian 
had to endure extremely long nights 
against the Bobcats, and soon a lot of 
other teams might also. 

“Yeah, I really like the pieces we have,” 
Repa said. “We have a lot of threats. We’re 
gonna be very hard to guard.”

Bobcats Cruise in 2016 Winter Classic Tournament

Willy samsen of  byram hills sends up a floater 
along the left baseline during saturday’s title 
game at the bobcats’ annual Winter classic.

byram hills coach ted Repa greets shawn 
bernard near the bench in the fourth quarter of  
saturday night’s Winter classic final.

byram hills guard skylar sinon rises in the lane 
for a short jump shot in the bobcats’ win over 
salesian.

the bobcats’ ben Leff  scores on a fast-break 
layup in the 71-43 rout of  salesian on saturday 
night.

senior guard Matt Milone drives to the basket in the first half  of  saturday’s 
tournament final vs. salesian.

tournament MVp Matt Groll takes the ball to the 
basket in the first half  vs. salesian.
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briarcliff  star teresa Marinaccio moves the ball up 
the field.

Jordan campbell considers her options as she 
controls the ball during a Fox Lane home game.

pleasantville’s Melissa oliveira moves the ball up 
the field during a panther home game.

briarcliff’s hanna Feuer tries to win a race for the 
ball along the right sideline.

Greeley’s Jessica Rosendorf  gets set to pass the 
ball as Fox Lane’s Kayla Gallagher looks on in the 
sectional playoff  game won by the Quakers.

Angela Vlad of  Valhalla gets the ball away just in 
time as she’s surrounded by a pair of  pleasantville 
players.  

pleasantville’s Mia dillon (right) and Valhalla’s 
Jackie Gonzalez set their sights on a ball in midair 
under the lights on the Vikings’ home turf.

Ella Manners of  byram hills sends the ball up the 
field.

horace Greeley players burst out of  the goal during a penalty corner in a game at Fox Lane.pleasantville goalie Jackie bendeson tries to thwart a Valhalla scoring attempt late in the season.
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Lauren neff  of  Greeley chases after the ball 
during a Quaker home game.

olivia Gordon of  byram hills battles for possession 
during a bobcat home game vs. pelhan.

 nikki potter of  the Greeley Quakers searches for 
a teammate to pass to as she moves the ball up 
the field.

Valhalla’s Isabella Riguzzi prepares to send the 
ball up the right sideline in a midseason home 
game.

hannah orce of  briarcliff  takes the ball across the 
field in a home game vs. putnam Valley.

Alexis Moskowitz of  pleasantville has room to run 
as she controls the ball vs. host Valhalla.

Fox Lane goalie Grace Kiernan and Jojo campbell 
embrace moments after the Foxes defeated the 
host Arlington Admirals. 

byram hills players Alexa schlau and Ellen Amico (18) keep their eyes on the ball near midfield against 
visiting pelham.

byram hills players Alexa schlau and Ellen Amico (18) keep their eyes on the ball near midfield against 
visiting pelham.

olivia dey of  Fox Lane tries to move the ball toward midfield as horace Greeley’s nikki potter defends 
during a game at the Foxes’ Memorial stadium.

Fox Lane standout bridgit connors takes the ball 
up the field as Greeley’s Lauren Rosh gives chase.

An
dy

 JA
co

bs
 p

ho
to

s



December 6 - December 12, 2016 The ExaminerS-6

By Andy Jacobs
A 15-point deficit after three quarters 

proved to be too deep a hole for the 
Valhalla girls’ basketball team to climb 
out of on Saturday night. 

Despite holding the Walter Panas 
Panthers without a field goal over the final 
eight minutes, the Vikings’ late comeback 
bid fell a bit short with a 45-39 loss in the 
championship game of the 2016 Byram 
Hills Winter Classic. 

“A little too late,” said Vikings head 
coach Stephen Boyer shortly after time had 
run out on his team’s spirited turnaround 
midway through the final period. “I think 
we were a little flat coming out. You’ve got 
to give them (the Panthers) credit. They 
came out and pressured us. We didn’t 
have our legs, definitely not early, and 
they just ran us up and it was 9-0 with the 
blink of an eye.”

The Vikings had advanced to the title 
game by defeating John Jay (East Fishkill) 
49-35 in the tourney’s opening round two 
days earlier. Sam Morillo scored 18 points 
and grabbed 15 rebounds, while Shelby 
Sekinski provided another 14 points in a 
fast-paced game that Boyer suspects took 
a lot out of his players.

“Some of our legs weren’t there,” he said 
of the team’s trouble on Saturday. “But 
they basically took Shelby out of the game 
early and Sam struggled a little bit on the 
offensive end. You’ve got to give them 
credit. They played good, hard defense.”

Boyer got a hint of things to come as 
Panas began the title game by jumping out 
to a 9-0 advantage not even two minutes 
after the opening tip. But Morillo scored 
on a couple of put-backs and had seven 
points during a 9-0 response from the 
Vikings that quickly tied the contest.  As 
the first quarter came to an end, Morillo 
had already collected nine of her game-
high 12 points and Valhalla only trailed 

13-11.
By then, though, Sekinski, who made a 

big impact as an eighth grader last year, 
was already on the bench saddled with 
two fouls. She went scoreless the entire 
first half and finished the evening with 
only five points. 

“Yeah, just one of those days,” said 
Boyer. “She struggled early on. She got in 
foul trouble and had to sit when she had 
two fouls two minutes into the game. I 
think she struggled getting into the flow 
of the game a little bit. By the time she 
started getting her feet underneath her, 
she ended up getting her fourth and fifth 
foul in the fourth quarter.”

In the second quarter, senior guard 
Sofia Mazza, who finished with 10 points, 

had an early 3-pointer and a late bucket in 
the lane, but the Vikings yielded 18 points 
and left the court at halftime behind 31-
19. Sekinski provided her only two baskets 
of the night late in the third quarter with 
back-to-back fast-break layups, but the 
period ended with the Panthers’ Kellie 
Brown making a 3-pointer and then 
Julia Araujo a last-second layup that left 
Valhalla trailing 41-26.  

The two teams both went scoreless over 
the first four minutes of the final quarter 
before the Vikings’ Jenna Lynch made a 
pair of free throws. Lynch then passed 
to Cassie Petretti for a 10-foot baseline 
jumper that cut the Panas lead to 11 
points with three minutes remaining. 

After a 17-foot jumper from the right 
corner by Sierra Lockhart and an inside 
basket from Morillo, Valhalla’s deficit had 
shrunk to just seven, but by then there 
was less than a minute to play. Melissa 
Keefe finally got the Panthers on the 
board in the fourth quarter by making 
a free throw with 42 seconds to go, but 

Sekinsky answered with a foul shot six 
seconds later. 

The Vikings then stole the inbounds 
pass and Mazza wound up hitting two 
free throws with 32.9 seconds on the 
clock that cut the Panas lead to 42-37. 
The Panthers’ Araujo missed two foul 
shots with 30 seconds left, setting the 
stage for the game’s biggest play.

Sekinski drove to the basket, was met 
in the lane by the Panthers’ Jade Pagel, 
and got whistled for an offensive foul. 
Instead of shooting two free throws that 
could’ve brought the Vikings within 
three points with 22.7 seconds still to 
go, Sekinski headed to the bench with 
her fifth foul. Araujo soon provided two 
clinching free throws for Panas.

“Questionable,” said Boyer about 
the call against his young guard. “But 
we shouldn’t be in that situation to be 
down by five. We should be up by five. 
So it’s not the referees, but it could’ve 
gone either way.”

The Vikings turned the ball over time 
and again over the first three quarters 
and Boyer knows they’ll have to make 

some big improvements in the days 
ahead. 

“Well, we’ve got a long way to go, it’s 
only game two,” he said. “So we’ll get 
there. We’ve just got to get ready to go 
because teams are gonna come prepared 
to stop Sam and to stop Shelby. So we 
have to get some other girls to step up.”

Vikings Fall in Final at the Byram Hills Winter Classic

cassie petretti shoots the ball in Valhalla’s tourney 
final against Walter panas.

the Vikings’ Jenna Lynch is met by panas forward 
Jade pagel in the second half  of  saturday night’s 
championship game.

Valhalla center sam Morillo puts up a shot 
under the basket in the first half  of  saturday’s 
tournament final vs. panas.

Valhalla freshman shelby sekinski crosses 
midcourt as she dribbles the ball in saturday’s 
Winter class final vs. the panas panthers.

sierra Lockhart takes the ball to the basket in 
Valhalla’s 45-39 loss to panas in the title game of  
the annual Winter classic.

Vikings senior guard sofia Mazza tries to drive past 
Walter panas junior Kristen Kelly at the 2016 byram 
hills Winter classic.
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Sports Wrap

the Icecats’ Vince spaziante works his way up the ice as Greeley’s sam Whitehouse tries to poke the 
puck away during sunday night’s game.

horace Greeley senior nicholas sloan keeps his eyes on the puck as he moves toward the blue line vs. 
the visiting Mt. pleasant Icecats.

Greeley sophomore Ryan Renzulli, who finished with three goals and an assist, slips the puck past Mt. pleasant goalie ben bottiglieri for the go-ahead goal in 
the third period of  sunday’s game.

Greeley’s damon Klein sends a shot on goal in 
the second period of  sunday’s game, won by the 
host Quakers.

Mt. pleasant’s henry Gartner skates past 
Greeley’s Joshua Fu in the third period at the 
brewster Ice Arena.

the Icecats’ Kyle dearborn prepares to pass 
the pass up the ice during the second period of  
sunday’s game vs. Greeley.

Liam Whitehouse of  Greeley controls the puck 
along the boards in the Quakers’ come-from-
behind win over Mt. pleasant.

Zach Lampe of  Greeley blasts a shot in the third 
period of  the Quakers’ 7-6 victory over the 
Icecats. shayan Farjam of  the Mt. pleasant Icecats gets 

set to shoot the puck from the left point in sunday 
night’s game.

focus on

I C E  H O C K E Y
G r e e l e y  v s .  M t .  P l e a s a n t
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Pursuing 
the 

Puck

Greeley’s Nicholas Sloan 
Races Toward Center Ice
in Sunday Night’s 7-6 Win
Over Visiting Mt. Pleasant
at the Brewster Ice Arena


