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Worrell Richards and the Foxes
Hang On to Beat Clarkstown South
in a Friday Evening Home Game
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By Andy Jacobs
In the first couple of weeks of the 2016-

17 season, the Horace Greeley hockey 
team has displayed an affinity for scoring 
a lot of goals while also keeping Quaker 
fans in suspense until the final horn in 
each game. 

But that all changed on Sunday evening.
The Quakers surrendered three 

early goals to host Mahopac and never 
recovered.  Despite going scoreless over 
the game’s final 25 minutes, the Indians 
still cruised to a 4-1 victory over the 
Quakers at the Brewster Ice Arena. 
Mahopac goalie Peter Siolas turned 
aside 23 shots by the Quakers, who were 
playing without key contributors Ryan 
Renzulli and Liam Whitehouse.

“We were missing our top scorer and 
one of our better defensemen, but that’s 
no excuse,” said Quakers coach Zach 
Dargaty after his team had dropped to 
2-2 this season. “I mean, it’s a big impact 
for us. It kind of makes me shift our lines 
around and have players playing some 
positions they’re not used to. But no 
excuse for the way we started the game.” 

Renzulli had already provided Greeley 
with eight goals in his first three games, 
including four in a 10-7 win over Carmel 
a week earlier. In his absence, the Quakers 
wound up getting outshot by the Indians 
in the opening period by a 15-5 margin 
and found themselves playing from 
behind shortly after senior goaltender 
Scott Odland had thwarted Mahopac’s 
speedy Gianfranco Pulice on a breakaway 
just three minutes into the contest. 

Mahopac, now 4-1-1, won a faceoff 90 
seconds after Odland’s big save and the 
puck came right to Dan Borgelt, who 
sent a shot from near the left slot into the 
back of the net, putting the Indians on the 
scoreboard first. The Quakers’ Alex Milne 
soon had a couple of good chances, but he 
couldn’t one-time the puck on a pass from 
behind the net by Sam Whitehouse and 
then was unable to control a backhand 
pass in front of the crease from Nick 
Sloan. 

Pulice gave the Indians a 2-0 advantage 

by skating up the left wing and firing a 
shot past Odland with 7:21 remaining 
in the period. Nearly four minutes later, 
Greeley had an opportunity to narrow the 
deficit when Chris Bednar was whistled 
for an elbowing penalty that gave the 
Quakers a power play for 90 seconds.

Instead, though, the Indians’ Aidan 
Martin wound up scoring a shorthanded 
goal on a blast from the right point that 
left the Quakers trailing 3-0 with 3:12 left 
in the period. 

“Yeah, they’ve got some really good 
players over there,” said Dargaty, “and if 
you give them too much time and space 
they’re gonna hurt you. We’ve kind of 
struggled with playing faster, so they were 
kind of jumping on us a little bit at that 
point. For whatever reason, I think we 
got caught off guard. We haven’t played 
a team of that caliber yet. They were 
able to jump on us and I think we were 
a little shell shocked. But I thought as the 
game went on, we kind of adjusted and it 
created a lot of good opportunities.”

But even though the Quakers outfired 
Mahopac 13-8 in the second period, with 
a good portion of the shots coming from 
the sticks of senior captains Whitehouse 
and Damon Klein, the only goal was 
scored by the Indians’ Ryan Moody, 
who displayed impressive stickhandling 
to reach the crease and beat Odland 
with a point-blank shot three and a half 
minutes in. When his team got back to 
the locker room between the second and 
third periods, Dargaty had one prevalent 
message.

“I just kept trying to remind ‘em it’s 
got to be harder, faster, stronger,” he said. 
“We’ve got to match their intensity. It’s not 
a matter of skill so much. It’s really just the 
effort has got to be there. The skill alone 
is not gonna win games. It’s got to be the 
whole package. I told ‘em, ‘Look, win or 
lose, let’s just make sure this third period 
we play the kind of hockey we need to 
play moving forward.’ And I couldn’t be 
prouder of the fact we responded. We 
were very competitive that third period 
and had a chance to get back in the game.”

Sloan and Klein both put a lot of 
pressure on the Indians’ Siolas before 
Whitehouse, on a power play, eventually 
backhanded a pass in front to Sloan, who 
tipped the puck in to narrow the Greeley 
deficit to 4-1 midway through the final 
period. But despite several more good 
chances in front of the Mahopac goal, the 
Quakers never managed to slip the puck 
past Siolas again.

“I thought their goalie did an excellent 
job and definitely kept us from getting 
back in the game,” said Dargaty. “I think 
he was the big difference for them tonight. 
We had a lot of good opportunities down 
low and he just rose to the challenge. We 
got that first one. I was hoping we were 
gonna be able to get the second one and 
kind of put them on their heels. But he 
kept us out.”

A Fast Start Lifts Mahopac to a Win Over the Quakers

the Quakers’ damon Klein gets set to fire a shot 
on goal in the opening period of  sunday’s game 
at brewster Ice Arena.

troy Laurence of  Greeley takes the puck up the 
left wing as a trio of  Mahopac players give chase 
during sunday’s game at brewster Ice Arena.

horace Greeley’s tyler Kay moves the puck up the ice in sunday night’s game vs. Mahopac. sam Whitehouse skates in for a shot on goal in the second period of  Greeley’s game vs. the Mahopac 
Indians.

Greeley head coach Zach dargaty looks on as his 
team skates in the first period at brewster Ice 
Arena.

Alex Milne of  Greeley tries to gather in a pass that 
came from the other side of  the crease in the third 
period vs. host Mahopac on sunday.
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By Andy Jacobs
A year ago, the Fox Lane boys’ basketball 

team took its fans for a magical ride that 
provided one highlight after another and 
culminated with a storybook finish at the 
Westchester County Center. 

But after toppling the Mt. Vernon 
dynasty and capturing a most improbable 
of sectional championships, there was a 
stiff price to pay – all five starters from that 
memorable team were lost to graduation.

So as head coach Mike Tomassi recently 
began his third season at the Foxes’ helm, 
a lot of new and unfamiliar players 
greeted him, along with some very large 
challenges. 

“I don’t like the word ‘rebuilding,’” he 
was saying on Friday evening, shortly 
after watching his young team play its 
fifth game of the new season. “I think 
maybe ‘reloading on the fly.’ We’ve got a 
couple guys on the team from last year 
and a lot of new faces. But they’re talented, 
so I wouldn’t say we’re in a complete 
rebuilding mode.”

That was at times apparent as the Foxes 
found a way to defeat visiting Clarkstown 
South despite far more turnovers than 
Tomassi would care to see. Will Meyers 
scored 13 points and Nick Rosati added 
10, leading Fox Lane to a 51-49 victory 
over the Vikings in a game the Foxes led 
by nine points with 77 seconds to go. 

“We make a lot of errors that are from 
not being experienced,” said Tomassi. 
“But we’re happy. We’re 3-2 and any win 
is a good win. We’ve obviously got to keep 
getting better. I’ve said it before. We’ve got 
a lot of deficiencies and we’ve just got to 
keep getting better every practice, every 
game.”

Just 24 hours after squandering a 
late two-point lead before losing in 
double overtime at Spring Valley, the 
Foxes returned to the court, this time in 

Bedford, to face a Viking squad that won 
15 games last year before losing in the 
playoffs to the mighty Mt. Vernon team 
the Foxes later stunned. Just 20 seconds 
into the game, Rosati, who had scored 
22 points in the loss to Spring Valley, 
connected on a 3-pointer from the right 
corner to get Fox Lane on the board first. 

The Vikings closed the opening quarter 
on a 9-2 run to take a 13-10 lead, but they 
only managed to score four points in the 
second period. A Meyers 3-pointer gave 
the Foxes a 16-13 advantage, and even 
though they went scoreless for nearly the 
last four minutes of the half still left the 
court with an 18-17 edge.

A free throw by the Vikings’ Angel 
Martinez early in the third quarter tied 
the game, but a foul shot by Daniel 
Watson soon after gave the Foxes a lead 
they held the rest of the period. Fox Lane 
closed the quarter on an 8-0 run, getting a 
short baseline flip from Worrell Richards, 
a right elbow trey from Meyers and then 
a left elbow 3-point shot from Richards. 

Clarkstown started the fourth quarter 
trailing 37-28 and seemed all but finished 
when Meyers rose in the lane for an easy 
bucket that provided the Foxes with a 47-
38 cushion with just 1:17 remaining on 
the clock. But a 7-1 Viking spurt over the 
next minute left Rosati needing to make 
important free throws with 12 seconds 
to go. He calmly made both of them, 
stretching the Fox Lane lead to 50-45.

The Vikings closed to within three 
points again, then intentionally fouled 
Devin Hunter with four seconds left. His 
first try fell well short, but he swished 
the second. That should have sealed the 
outcome, but Clarkstown’s Tony Hastings, 
who finished with a game-high 17 points, 
was fouled on a 3-point attempt with a 
second to go. He made the first two shots 
to bring the Vikings within two, then 
intentionally missed the third, hoping 
for a put-back to tie the game. But the 
Vikings couldn’t convert and the Foxes 
escaped with the narrow victory.

“We’ll learn as we go,” said Tomassi. 
“We’re playing a bunch of juniors, a bunch 
of sophomores, and we’re trying to make 
it work as quickly as possible. It’s just a lot 
more teaching, a lot more emphasizing 
execution and the little things. You know, 
last year’s team, I could kind of take a step 
back because we had such great leadership 
and they knew what needed to happen for 
them to be successful. This team doesn’t.”

The win over the Vikings was the Foxes’ 
second this week after absorbing a one-

sided defeat at Mt. Vernon. The Foxes 
never had a chance that day, losing by 
nearly 40 points, and if the Knights were 
looking for some payback they got it. But 
Tomassi isn’t the least bit worried about 
any lingering effect the rout could have 
on his young team.

“It’s a good stepping stone,” he said. 
“We know what level we need to get to 
now and that’s all we used it as, just a place 
to see where we’re at. Obviously we want 
to be a little more competitive. We want 
to win every game and there’s really no 
moral victories with me. But you watch 
the film. You get better. And I think we’ve 
done that.”

‘Reloading’ Foxes Hang On to Edge Clarkstown South

the Foxes’ nick Rosati hits a big free throw with 
12 seconds remaining in the win over the visiting 
Vikings.

Fox Lane senior Will Meyers rises in the lane for a 
bucket in the Foxes’ 51-49 victory on Friday night.

Worrell Richards of  Fox Lane sails to the basket in 
the first half  vs. visiting clarkstown south.

Fox Lane forward Josh olsen drives the right 
baseline in the first half  of  Friday’s home game.

devin hunter dribbles the ball just beyond the 
3-point arc in Fox Lane’s win over clarkstown 
south.

Fox Lane sophomore guard Xander Alvarado 
dribbles past tony hastings of  clarkstown south 
in Friday’s game.
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briarcliff  freshman Rebecca Lim, who won the 2016 sectional singles title, hits a forehand during a bears’ home match.

briarcliff  senior standout Loren haukova moves 
forward as she prepares to hit a forehand return.horace Greeley’s carly Levitz, playing first singles, 

gets set to slice a backhand return.

chloe Zilkha of  Greeley follows through after 
walloping a backhand during a Quaker home 
match.

pleasantville’s olivia Ashton hits a serve during a 
panther home match.

Elaina bruck of  Fox Lane smacks a backhand 
return during the section one tournament in 
White plains.

byram hills’ Ellie Margolin lines up a backhand at a bobcat home match early 
in the season.

Andie shapiro of  byram hills, playing first singles, concentrates on a 
forehand return.

Fox Lane first-singles player taylor cutroneo goes airborne as she hits a 
forehand.

GIRLS’ 
TENNIS

2 0 1 6
A Look Back
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devon Wolfe of  byram hills keeps her eyes on the 
ball during a bobcat home match.

Valhalla’s Amani stovall hits a forehand during a 
singles match on the Vikings’ home court.

olivia Eng of  Westlake smacks a backhand return 
in a singles match midway through the season.

Anisha chandy of  pleasantville lines up a backhand 
in her match at second singles.

Fox Lane’s Leah tuluca concentrates on a 
backhand during the sectional tournament.

Westlake’s Lauren Unger leans forward to reach a short ball in a 
road match vs. Valhalla. catherine Ramos of  Valhalla hits a backhand in a home 

match vs. Westlake.

claire Weiss of  Greeley quickly scampers to her left to hit a backhand in a home 
match early in the season.

briarcliff’s sam simpson gets set to hit a backhand from just inside 
the baseline.

Maxine Zaretsky was undefeated playing third 
singles this season for briarcliff.
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Greeley
Loses
to RCK

Rachel Janis of  Greeley sends up a shot in the lane 
in the fourth quarter of  last week’s game at Roy 
c. Ketcham.

Greeley guard Lea calhoun tries to split a pair 
of  Ketcham defenders as she moves toward the 
basket in last tuesday night’s game.

Greeley’s Michaela santelia shoots the ball in the 
second half  vs. the host Ketcham Indians last 
week.

Maria Violante gets set to shoot the ball vs. host 
John Jay last tuesday. she had 15 points and 20 
rebounds in the Fox win.

caitlyn Lane dribbles near midcourt in Fox Lane’s 
road win over John Jay of  East Fishkill.

the Foxes’ tori danton launches a jump shot from 
the left corner in last tuesday’s win.

Fox Lane guard Katie Morales dribbles near 
the left baseline in the second half  vs. the host 
patriots.

Lucy crerend drives the baseline in the third 
quarter of  last tuesday’s win over John Jay.
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Foxes 
Defeat

John Jay

focus on
G I R LS ’  H O O P S
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Sports Wrap

Filled to Capacity

Like
our 

SportS 
photoS? 

to purchase a digital file, 
email us at 

photos@
theexaminernews.com. 
Just include the name of  

the student athlete  
featured in the picture  

or pictures you’re  
interested in buying, the tuesday 

publication date in which  
the image or images appeared  

and the page number or numbers.  
photos are $25 each.

Andy JAcobs photo
Fox Lane students take a momentary break from cheering for the home team during halftime festivities at last Friday night’s game vs. clarkstown south. the Foxes emerged with a 51-49 win. 
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H O L I D AY  H O O P S

Greeley’s Justin Abrams Briarcliff’s Jack Reish

Fox Lane’s Nick Rosati

Greeley’s Lea Calhoun

Fox Lane’s Katie Morales


