
By Neal Rentz
Extra precautions were taken by the 

Mount Pleasant School District last week 
after a Westlake High School student 
allegedly made a threat in class.

Mount Pleasant Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Susan Guiney said she could 
not provide many details about the male 
freshman student, citing confidentiality 
requirements. According to one report, 
the student warned classmates not to 
come to school last Friday, Dec. 16. 

The in-school threat, reported by 
several classmates to school personnel, 
came on Dec. 12, two days before 
the fourth anniversary of the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School massacre of 
20 students and six teachers and staff 
members. 

There were also conflicting comments 
whether the Westlake student may have 
also made threatening comments on 
social media, but district officials could 
not verify if that occurred.

Mount Pleasant police, who are a 
consistent presence at the school, were 
asked to be more visible on the campus 
last week, Guiney said. It was determined 
students and staff were not in danger, she 
said. 

In a Dec. 13 newsLINK e-mail to 
residents, Guiney wrote that the day 
before the anniversary of the Newtown, 
Conn. tragedy, “parents have a heightened 
sense of worry. Numerous parents have 
expressed many concerns and have 
relayed many inaccurate statements 
regarding a student at Westlake High 

By Martin Wilbur
A California-based teen treatment 

center hoping to move into a residential 
Armonk neighborhood has agreed to a 
new timetable for North Castle officials 
to formally support or object to the 
proposed facility.

Paradigm Treatment Centers, LLC, 
which is looking to operate a residential 
program for teen depression, anxiety and 
addiction in an eight-bedroom house at 
14-16 Cole Drive, was unable to submit 
all the information requested by the 
town last week stemming from a public 
discussion of the issue at the Nov. 30 
town board meeting. It is now scheduled 
to make the submission today (Tuesday), 
Town Attorney Roland Baroni told the 
board last week.

As a result, attorneys for the center, 
headquartered in Malibu, Calif., have 
agreed to wait until the Jan. 25 town 
board meeting for the board to make its 
determination on the issue. 

Under state law, while the Office of 

By Martin Wilbur
New Castle will once again have a 

supermarket by the end of the month.
DeCicco & Sons is scheduled to open 

in Millwood Plaza on Dec. 30 in the 
space that had long been occupied by the 
now bankrupt A&P. 

While crews worked inside the roughly 
20,000-square-foot store last Thursday 
afternoon, company President John 
DeCicco said if there are no delays the 
store will open just before New Year’s. He 
said town Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
and Councilman Adam Brodsky along 
with Dodd Farber, owner of Dodd’s 
Liquor City, which is next door to the 
supermarket, appealed to him to move 
into the shopping center.

“I was getting a tour of the area, 
showing me around and seeing how badly 
the community wanted a supermarket,” 
DeCicco said of why he decided to open 
what will be the company’s seventh 
location. 

Last December, DeCicco launched 
a store in Larchmont and several years 
earlier opened the Armonk location that 
has been the centerpiece of the Armonk 
Square development. New Castle has 
been without a supermarket since A&P 
closed for good at Millwood Plaza on 
Nov. 30, 2015.

Recently, the DeCicco & Sons sign 
was affixed to the facing of the store and 
some of the shelves have been stocked 
with nonperishable items.

Greenstein said the town is “thrilled” 
with the imminent opening of the store 
because it will provide a much-needed 
quality supermarket. DeCicco & Sons 
also has a history of contributing to the 
communities where they open.

“They’ve already really shown a real 
commitment to the community,” he said. 
“They’re sponsoring 2,000 reusable bags, 
they work with the schools where they 
give back a portion of their sales to the 
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If  there are no unanticipated delays, the DeCicco & Sons supermarket will open in Millwood Plaza on 
Friday, Dec. 30.

The house at 14-16 Cole Drive in Armonk that a 
California treatment center is looking to move into.

D’Errico
J E W E L R Y

 
We make 

wedding bands 
that fit.

...and a dilemma finding the perfectly matched wedding band?  
We have the solution! Stop by, visit us in our Log Cabin Jewelry Store, 

Our artist and expert craftsmen will make a custom band that is a perfect fit.

For more than 25 years the D’Errico Brothers have been creating 
exceptional unique jewelry in their Log Cabin Jewelry Factories.  

Do you already have a wonderful engagement ring? 

...they fit your engagement ring,
they fit your lifestyle,
they fit your budget,
they fit your finger...

What may look like a Log Cabin Jewelry Store 
is really our Log Cabin Jewelry Factory. 

Scarsdale  |  Mount Kisco 

For more than 25 years 
the D’Errico Brothers have been creating exceptional unique jewelry in their Log Cabin Jewelry Factories.  

Do you already have
a wonderful

engagement ring? 

...and a dilemma finding 
the perfectly matched 
wedding band?  

We have the solution! 
Stop by, visit us in our 
Log  Cab in  Jewe l ry 
Store, 

Our artist and expert 
craftsmen will make a 
custom band that is a 
perfect fit.

Engaged?

...and a dilemma finding the 
perfectly matched wedding band?  

We have the solution! Our artist 
and expert craftsmen will make a 
custom band that is a perfect fit.

Do you already have
a wonderful engagement ring?

 1-800-325-3935 Scarsdale  |  Mount Kisco 

ErricoJ E W E L R Y.comD  914-864-2688 

...and a dilemma finding the perfectly 
matched wedding band?  

We have the solution! Our artist and 
expert craftsmen will make a custom 
band that is a perfect fit.

Do you already have
a wonderful engagement ring?

ErricoJ E W E L R Y.comD  914-864-2688 

D’Errico

...the best way
   to make Mom happy...

Natural Fancy Colored Diamonds

Combining 
100 year old 

craftsmanship 
with 

CAD design 
and 

3d Printing

This Holiday, Make Her Happy...

With Genuine Intense Fancy Colored Sapphires, 
Surrounded by Brilliant Diamonds, Set in Gold

The D’Errico Engagement Ring
Starting at $3,500 up to $105,000

BEST PLACE IN 
WESTCHESTER TO GET 
YOUR WEDDING RINGS

2015 Westchester Magazine

The D’Errico MultiBand Ring Multi Band Ring set with Brilliant Diamonds

 
We make the wedding bands that fit.

...they fit your engagement ring, they fit your lifestyle, 
they fit your budget, they fit your finger...

Happy 
Holidays!



December 20 - December 26, 2016 The Examiner2

Millwood DeCicco’s Supermarket Scheduled for Dec. 30 Opening
schools and they’re sponsoring some 
beds over at the Millwood Community 
Garden that’s under construction. They 
have a reputation for being real members 
of the community and they’re going to be 
(here).”

The supermarket will have a craft beer 
section in the upstairs area that is being 
built, Greenstein said. 

Councilwoman Hala Makowska, a 
Millwood resident, said the community 
is excited to have a supermarket of 
DeCicco’s caliber in that location. She said 

it will be the first step in rejuvenating the 
shopping center and the hamlet. During 
the past year, she said merchants in the 
center reported a roughly 10 to 15 percent 
reduction in sales.

“We couldn’t be happier to find a 
better partner than John DeCicco,” said 
Makowska, who credited Farber with 
convincing DeCicco to move into the site.

Farber, an Armonk resident who 
has been a frequent customer at that 
DeCicco’s since it opened, said he spoke 
to the family and asked them to consider 

the Millwood Plaza space. While DeCicco 
was initially hesitant, he agreed to explore 
the possibility with him and town officials, 
Farber said.

Millwood Plaza is a prime location off 
the Taconic Parkway’s Route 133/Route 
100 exit, he said. He expects the store to 
draw customers throughout New Castle, 
Briarcliff Manor, Ossining and Croton-
on-Hudson and will be popular because 
of its high-end quality and specialty items 
and relatively reasonable prices.

“This is a rejuvenation of Millwood. It’s 

going to work,” Farber said. “Millwood’s 
going to be the premiere shopping area of 
northern Westchester. People are going to 
come.”

Jill Park, owner of Paradise Nails a few 
doors down for 19 years, said there’s been 
a noticeable drop in foot traffic during the 
past year. 

It also hasn’t helped that once A&P 
stopped paying for electric, the shopping 
center has been dark, particularly when 
the sun sets earlier.

“Everybody is looking forward to this 
and very excited and counting the days 
until they open,” Park said. 

Millwood-Chappaqua Chamber of 
Commerce President Dawn Dankner-
Rosen said she expects DeCicco’s to 
revitalize the Millwood commercial 
hamlet.

“The whole town and its businesses are 
buzzing about the opening of DeCicco’s 
and we’re all looking forward to it,” she 
said. “It has always been our goal to boost 
the shopping experience here. We believe 
that as a high-quality supermarket, 
DeCicco’s will become a magnet and, 
therefore, can be a help in establishing 
Millwood as a destination shopping hub 
and a more happening place.”

Westlake Student Threat Forces District to Take Precautions

continued from page 1

Q: I’ve been experiencing discomfort when I lift my 
arm over my head, most often brushing my hair and 
putting dishes in the cupboard. What could be wrong?   
A: Shoulder pain is often because of tendon 
inflammation or tear, dislocation, arthritis or a broken 
bone. If you feel pain when you put on your coat or 
reach into the back seat of the car from the front, 
you may have a rotator cuff injury. The rotator cuff is 
a cradle of muscles and tendons that lets you rotate 
your arm in a full arc. This intricate structure makes it 
possible for you to do everyday activities like reaching 
and lifting; you also rely on your rotator cuff while 
swinging a tennis racquet or golf club or throwing a 
ball. Injury can result from a fall or lifting something 
heavy – or it might just be overuse. I often see rotator 
cuff problems in patients older than 35, as tendons 
lose elasticity with age.

Q: What should I do?
A: If you’re experiencing pain, it’s important to see a 
doctor. A thorough examination is needed to determine 
the cause of your pain. An orthopedist will check for 
symptoms such as swelling, weakness, tenderness and 
any deformities. Additionally, imaging with MRI and 
X-ray will assist in a diagnosis. Treatment options will 

vary. Most often rest, modified activities, and physical 
therapy will be needed. To reduce inflammation and 
pain, medication or injections, such as cortisone shots, 
may be used. Surgery will be required to resolve some 
shoulder problems.
 
Q: What can I expect if I need surgery?    
A:  If there is a tear, I’ll recommend surgery to repair it. Using 
a minimally invasive arthroscopic technique, I’m able to 
repair a rotator cuff as an outpatient procedure and patients 
can expect to be home within a few hours. For more serious 
problems such as severe arthritis, degenerative joint disease, 
or chronic rotator cuff deficiency, shoulder replacement 
surgery is often necessary. Patients can expect to leave 
the hospital after one or two days. Arm movement is 
limited for about six weeks while the tissue around the 
new joint heals. Most patients return to normal activities 
after three months, and shoulder replacements typically 
last a lifetime.

Taking Care of Shoulder Pain
What you should know about symptoms and 
treatment options... 

Evan H. Karas, MD, FAAOS
Co-Chief, Orthopedic Surgery 
Co-Director, Orthopedic & 
Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital
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400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Each year, approximately 600,000 
Americans have rotator cuff surgery.*
* American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons

Watch Dr. Karas discuss 
Advanced Shoulder Surgery at 
www.nwhorthoandspine.org/DrKaras

School who made potentially threatening 
verbal comments in school and on social 
media.”

Following the alleged threat, school 
administrators immediately met with the 
student and the student’s parents and the 
Mount Pleasant Police Department were 
notified, Guiney said.

There were multiple meetings with 
students, staff and police to ensure that 
accurate and appropriate information 
was shared, Guiney said. Parents of 
high school students received a letter 
and a newsLINK that was sent to the 

community informing the public of the 
situation, Guiney stated.

The district was unable to reveal the 
extent of any disciplinary action it may 
have taken against the student.

“Due to (Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act) regulations, neither 
the district, nor its employees, are able 
to discuss the particulars regarding 
students and student discipline, but rest 
assured that each and any potentially 
threatening comment or action by 
anyone in our schools is taken extremely 
seriously,” Guiney said in her e-mail to the 
community at large. 

She said that the district does not have 
access to students’ social media accounts 
and relies on the school community to 
keep a vigilant eye on suspicious and 
threatening behavior.

“Our high school students acted with 
maturity and with responsibility regarding 
(last) Monday’s particular concern,” 
Guiney’s message stated. “At no time 
during the high school’s investigation of 
the alleged event was anyone in danger. 
No weapons or any other students were 
involved.”

continued from page 1
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Mt. Pleasant Adds Five Officers in $46.1M Budget, Exceeds Tax Cap
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant’s $46.1 million 2017 

budget was approved last week with 
the addition of five new police officers 
that pushes the spending plan over the 
property tax cap.

The board voted 4-1 to approve the 
budget on Dec. 13. Councilman Denis 
McCarthy, who expressed concerns 
about the spending plan, was the 
dissenting vote. McCarthy also opposed 
overriding the cap.

Town officials added $251,000 over 
Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi’s preliminary 
budget.

Next year’s budget includes a tax 
rate increase of 3.5 percent. The town’s 
allowable tax levy increase to stay within 
the cap was 1.02 percent.

Property taxes will increase $93.82 for 
residents whose homes are assessed at 
the town average of $9,000. That figure 
does not include special district taxes.

After several years of keeping spending 
in check, Fulgenzi said the final budget 
meets the town’s needs. The town will 
hire five new police officers, two more 
than what Fulgenzi proposed in the 
preliminary budget. In 2017, there will 
be 41 officers with two others on injury 
leave.

Police Chief Paul Oliva had asked the 

board to approve the hiring of six officers, 
in part due to increased development in 
town. 

Fulgenzi, who said Oliva was 
“comfortable” with five additional 
officers, said public safety is at top 
priority.

“Our town is growing, the demand on 
our police force and ambulance services 
is ever increasing,” Fulgenzi said. “Public 
safety is one of our priorities, police 
presence is imperative to maintain the 
safety of our communities and something 
I will not cut short.”

Next year’s budget will also include 
the purchase of three police cars to add 
to the current fleet of 10. Oliva had 
originally sought two new cars. Eight 
of the department’s cars have more than 
100,000 miles, Fulgenzi said.

The 2017 budget also includes the 
hiring of a new part-time employee for 
the engineering department and another 
part-timer to assist in the planning and 
zoning department, Fulgenzi said. 

Other projects for next year include 
the purchase of new signs to improve 
pedestrian safety; contract renewal 
with Westchester Emergency Services 
to provide advanced life support for 
the three volunteer ambulance corps; 
replacement of town computers that can 

no longer be upgraded; new computer 
software to accept credit payments for 
some town departments; the purchase 
of tablets for town board members to 
reduce paper; solar panel installation on 
the town hall and highway department 
roofs to cut energy costs; changing all 
street lights to LED lighting; and adding 
card access to all doors to control entry 
to town buildings and offices.

There will also be town hall roof 
replacement; new driveway, curbing 
and handicapped access and adding 
an emergency exit on the north side 
of town hall; a series of infrastructure 
improvements related to water service; 
sidewalk, road and drainage repairs; 
and sidewalk repairs at the town pool 
complex. 

Last week, resident Ken Noonan 
questioned why officials were increasing 
spending and going over the tax cap. 
Fulgenzi responded that the board has 
been holding down spending over the 
past decade and the services and projects 
for 2017 are needed.

By increasing spending next year, it 
would provide a larger base for 2018 
when bonding payments kick in, the 
supervisor said. Raising the tax base 
will put the town in a better position 
to absorb those additional costs while 

controlling taxes.
Noonan also inquired about the need 

to give all town employees an across-the-
board 2 percent raise. Councilman Mark 
Rubeo said officials wanted to raise wages 
because town employees were among the 
lowest paid in Westchester. 

“All our employees are doing their 
jobs,” Fulgenzi added. 

Parking fee increases
The town board voted unanimously 

to increase fees at the town’s Hawthorne 
and Valhalla Metro-North parking lots. 

In 2017, the cost of the annual parking 
pass will rise from the current $295 to 
$350; the weekly fee will jump from $30 
to $40; the daily senior rate for residents 
55 and older will rise from $5 to $10 and 
from $10 to $15 for those under 55 years 
old; and the annual student pass will 
increase from $100 to $125. 

Replacing a lost annual parking pass 
will increase from $25 to $30 and the 
cost of an annual merchant parking pass 
will rise from $50 to $55. 

The new fees will go into effect March 
1.

Fulgenzi said about 15 percent of the 
parking lot revenues will be used to pay 
for maintenance of the train station 
parking lots. 

Advertise in The Examiner   •   914-864-0878
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By Martin Wilbur
A write-in candidate who jumped into 

the race for the New Castle Fire District No. 
1 Board of Commissioners less than a week 
before the election, won one of two seats on 
the board last Tuesday night.

Danna Goldman Schoenberg, who 
announced her write-in plans Dec. 7 
via social media, defeated incumbent 
Nancy Zezze, 211-175, for the three years 
remaining on the unexpired term of the late 
Gerry Golub. Zezze, the district’s longtime 
secretary, had been appointed last January 
to temporarily fill the seat until this election.

Former New Castle councilman John 
Buckley ran unopposed for the seat carrying 
the full five-year term, collecting 321 votes.

Schoenberg said she was surprised at 
last week’s result but believed that enough 
people were striving for someone to help 
promote greater communication and 
transparency.

“I think that people just felt a need to be 
involved and keeping with that I’m hoping 
to keep them in the loop, she said.

Similar to many other district residents, 
Schoenberg had become interested in fire 
district issues leading up to the controversial 
$15.3 million firehouse expansion 
referendum in October. 

Many voters, some of whom said they 
didn’t learn about the proposal until shortly 
before the referendum, were infuriated. 
Also, polls were open for three hours on 

the night of that vote, causing long lines and 
many people to leave in frustration before 
voting.

Once another fire district resident 
decided against submitting a petition after 
allegedly being harassed, Schoenberg said 
she did not want there to be an uncontested 
election.

Zezze said she was disappointed in 
last week’s outcome but happy that more 
people have become involved in fire district 
issues. She called her service on the board 
an honor. It will be up to the new board 
whether she will continue serving as the 
board of commissioners’ secretary, Zezze 
said.

However, Zezze, an EMT with the 
Pleasantville Ambulance Corps, mentioned 
that she objected to the negative tone that 
has taken over the discussion of district 
issues with the proliferation of rumors and 
incorrect information being spread through 
social media.

“I just find it incredibly frustrating 
when you have educated people in this 
community who don’t go out and learn the 
facts,” she said.

Posts on social media questioned whether 
Zezze’s role as secretary and board member 
represented a conflict of interest. There was 
also a slew of disparaging comments about 
her and other volunteers.

Zezze’s daughter, Kaitlyn, defended her 
mother in a post-election response on 

the New Castle Community Discussions 
Facebook page. At a time when emergency 
service volunteers are harder to find, the 
volunteers should be praised, not criticized.

“She put herself out there and rose above 
the slanderous comments and anonymous 
emails that attempted to defame her 
character,” Kaitlyn Zezze wrote. “She may 
not have won the election, but she did not 
fail. The ones who failed were those who sat 
behind a computer taking to social media, 
email, and phone to cast aspersions on my 

mother without even knowing her.”
District residents will soon be confronted 

once again with the issue of future expansion 
and whether to acquire additional land. A 
referendum asking voters to buy the former 
Chappaqua Animal Hospital parcel that is 
adjacent to the firehouse will be up for a 
Feb. 7 vote. 

A similar proposition for more than $2.6 
million failed by about 100 votes in October, 
the same night the $12.7 million firehouse 
expansion was badly defeated.

Write-in Candidate Wins New Castle Fire Commissioner Seat

Spreading Holiday Joy
Santa Claus made a 
grand entrance by 
helicopter last Friday 
with a group of  his 
elves to bring gifts to 
youngsters at Maria 
Fareri Children’s 
Hospital in Valhalla. The 
J.I.M.M.Y. Foundation, 
created by Gina Arena, 
sponsors the annual 
helicopter ride, along 
with Life Net and Cross 
County Locksmith. 
Arena’s son, Jimmy, was 
diagnosed with a brain 
tumor and was cared for at Westchester Medical Center before the children’s hospital was built 
and was one of  its first patients before passing away at six years old in 2005.
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Mental Health (OMH) is the licensing 
agency, the host municipality has up 
to 40 days to support or object to a 
facility. If a local government objects to 
a plan, a hearing before the state health 
commissioner is scheduled.

There is limited justification for a 
municipality to lodge an objection, 
mainly overconcentration of these types 
of residences in the area.

A special town board meeting 
tentatively scheduled for Jan. 9, which was 
the 40th day from Paradigm’s previous 
notification, has been canceled, said town 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro.

As part of the requested information, 
Baroni said that on Dec. 9, Paradigm 
submitted an updated list of similar 
residential facilities in Westchester that 
fall under OMH’s jurisdiction. It showed 
that there were four facilities within 
roughly a three-mile radius of the Cole 
Drive location – three in Bedford and one 
in Windmill Farm, Baroni said.

However, Paradigm’s attorneys 
requested that the town waive some of its 
rights in determining whether that list is 
complete, he said. 

“We never had that conversation,” 
Baroni said. “I never had that conversation 

with Paradigm’s lawyers.”
He said counsel for the neighbors will 

have standing on all correspondences.
Residents in proximity to the Cole Drive 

house, which is owned by New York Life 
CEO Ted Mathas, came out in force for 
the board’s Nov. 30 meeting, denouncing 
the plan. They argued that Paradigm’s four 
existing locations in Malibu are drug and 
substance abuse treatments centers and 
suspect they would be similarly treating 
teens with drug problems in Armonk.

Such a facility would negatively 
impact their quality of life, including the 
likelihood of increased traffic and strain 

on sewer and water, neighbors argued. 
In their correspondences with the town, 

Paradigm representatives have stated 
that the Armonk location would serve 
youngsters 12 to 17 years old suffering 
from various addictions as well as anxiety 
and depression. Some teens could also 
have co-occurring substance abuse issues, 
although that would not be the primary 
cause for treatment.

There could be up to eight teen patients 
and 10 employees at the site at any time.

While only a handful of neighborhood 
residents came out for last week’s board 
meeting, the ones that spoke remained 
ardently against the proposal.

“We are firmly objecting to this and 
will be objecting, and we are appreciative, 
and if the town chooses to turn down 
this application or object to it, speaking 
for myself and others similarly situated, 
we thank you for giving us the standing 
for allowing us to carry the cudgel,” said 
resident Robert Rattet.
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North Castle Determination on Treatment Center Moved to Jan. 25
continued from page 1

A Select Crew

The Briarcliff Toy Store donated $2,500 
worth of toys to last week’s Select Human 
Services Cares Toy Wrap Project. Owner 
D.D. Weldon, Denise Edwards and 
Chrissy Fiore volunteered their time 
to deliver gifts and help members of 
Select Human Services, a Pleasantville 
nonprofit organization that works with 
people with developmental disabilities, 
wrap gifts for Make-A-Wish children.

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
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By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board 

unanimously adopted the municipality’s 
$32 million budget for 2017 last week with 
minor revisions but anticipates $500,000 in 
savings from this year and added insurance 
coverage at a lower cost.

The most significant change made before 
the Dec. 14 vote was Town Administrator 
Joan Goldberg’s announcement that the 
town’s switch of insurance companies 
will provide an additional $30 million in 
umbrella coverage – from $20 million to 
$50 million – at a 20 percent cost reduction. 

Goldberg said that the town is switching 
from the New York Municipal Insurance 
Reciprocal (NYMIR) to U.S. Specialty. If 
the town had stayed with NYMIR it would 
have seen a $30,000 savings for 2017; with 
U.S. Specialty, there was a total of $64,000 
in savings, she said.

Most of the $34,000 in additional savings 
will be used to pay the $20,000 increase 
in contractual refuse collection costs for 
next year, Goldberg said. Nearly $4,000 
will be applied toward a slight reduction 
in the tax rate increase from 1.71 percent 
to 1.69 percent. The reduction will amount 
to pennies in savings on the $53 property 
tax hike, for the average home in town, she 
said. 

Another $1,000 will be used for the 
planning department’s professional 
education and seminars.

The balance of the savings will go toward 

fund balance.
An estimated $500,000 combined 

savings in various lines this year will 
also provide money for other expenses, 
including the likely acceleration of road 
repaving that town officials have been 
opting to do in recent years.

Board members said they were pleased 
to hold taxes in check and continue to 
provide services at a reasonable cost. The 
town was also able to stay within the tax 
cap. Being able to maintain services, limit 
taxes and stay within the cap requires 
successful multiyear planning, said 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro.

Officials have reduced staff by more than 
20 percent over the past decade and made 
the town more efficient, he said.

“We’re always looking to do more with 
less and I believe truly it’s a sound budget,” 
Schiliro said. “The town is much more 
efficient than it used to be, we’ve got much 
better reserves than there used to be, so we 
still have work to do but we’re on the right 
track.”

Councilman Jose Berra said the hard 
work and sound planning by the board and 
the department heads has put the town in a 
solid fiscal position. 

“It’s great to be able to come in under the 
cap and just have some leftover money,” 
Berra said. “Half a million dollars is a lot 
of money, so we can apply that to roads.”

The fund balance for the budget’s 
general fund is nearly $5.3 million, about 

29 percent of the total, Goldberg said. Last 
year the fund balance was about $8 million 
but the town used money to settle the 
police union’s contract, she said.

Total fund balance on the entire $32 
million budget, including special districts, 

is over $12 million.
While the budget gets attention from the 

public in the fall, town officials diligently 
monitor the expenses and revenues 
throughout the year, added Councilman 
Stephen D’Angelo.

Holiday Giving 

North Castle Approves 2017 Budget With Savings, More Insurance

Have Your Holiday Parties at

 Lucy's
446 Bedford Road

Pleasantville , N.Y. 10570
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Christmas Eve December 24
5.00 pm - Sung Holy Eucharist
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10.30 pm – Blessing of the 

Christmas crèche 
and sung festival Holy Eucharist

Christmas Day December 25
9.00 am – Holy Eucharist 
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T. 914- 238-8751 • www.smtv.org
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The Springvale Inn  
 Assisted Living Residence 
 All the support one needs  
 at an affordable price   

The Pines at Narragansett 
 Enhanced, Independent Senior Living 
 Apartments starting at $1000 
        
               Call 
 914-739-6700 x1250 

ACCESS TO A FULL CONTINUUM OF CARE : 
ADULT DAY SERVICES – REHABILITATION—SKILLED NURSING – RESPITE 

 Affordable  
Senior Housing  

Is Closer  
Than You Think! 

Ask About Our Move-In Special  
 - Third Month Is Free! - 

    At the Heart of Senior Living 
Ossining & Croton-on Hudson 

bethelwell.org 

MIKE BOCKLET PHOTO
Local lacrosse organization Team 91 Tristate held its second annual donation drive for the 
Pleasantville Cottage School on Dec. 13. The Cottage School is home to more than 200 
emotionally troubled children, half  of  whom will remain on campus through the holidays. Team 
91 Tristate players and families showed support as they donated clothes, toys, games and 
other items to be opened on Christmas Day. Pictured are players who volunteered to help drop 
everything off.
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By Martin Wilbur
A group opposed to Conifer Realty’s 

Chappaqua affordable housing project 
urged the New Castle Town Board last 
week to press the MTA for a safety report 
on whether the building could withstand 
impact from a derailed Metro-North 
train.

The appeal from members of 
Chappaqua For Responsible Affordable 
Housing (CFRAH) came last Tuesday 
evening at the same meeting the board 
granted Conifer another 18-month 
extension on its special use permit.

Conifer, which is in the final stages of 
clearing its vast number of regulatory 
hurdles, had asked the town in October for 
the 18-month extension before the Nov. 
26 expiration of the last permit because it 
would not be able to complete the project 
in less time once begins construction, 
said Town Attorney Edward Phillips.

Phillips said construction of the 28-
unit apartment building at 54 Hunts Place 
could last up to two years. 

However, CFRAH members, frustrated 
because they have been unable to obtain 
a safety report despite filing Freedom of 
Information Law requests. They view 
with suspicion about whether a safety 
inspection was done to address the 
derailment concern.

“It is inconceivable in this day and age 
that the MTA would approve something 

like that without, at minimum, a written 
report, especially after Valhalla,” said 
Chappaqua resident and CHRAH 
member Jim McCauley. 

In October, the group expressed 
“grave concerns” in a letter to the town 
board about whether the building could 
withstand being struck in the event of a 
derailment. Plans call for the structure to 
be about 15 feet from the closest Metro-
North track.

“CFRAH was shocked to learn that 
MTA upper management directed the 
safety inspection team not to do an on-
site analysis and evaluation of risk in the 
event of derailment or other accident,” 
the group’s October letter stated. 
“Historically there have been derailments 
in Chappaqua. CFRAH reminded the 
Town of the unpredictability of railroad 
accidents and the example of the horrible 
grade crossing collision in (Valhalla) that 
took the lives of six commuters, two of 
whom were from Chappaqua.”

All of the current town board members 
are currently opposed to the Conifer 
project based on a variety of safety 
concerns. Last week Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein said the town would follow up 
with a letter to the MTA on the issue.

“Because of the accident in Valhalla 
and because of the improvements done 
at Roaring Brook Road, we have been 
in contact with various MTA people 

and they did express opinions about 
the Conifer site,” Greenstein said. 
“Ultimately, the decision that was reached 
was not consistent with opinions that 
were provided to us regarding safety, at 
least provided to me.”

The 18-month extension is retroactive 
to the permit’s Nov. 26 expiration.

CFRAH members asked the board 
whether it could deny the extension or 
shorten the duration of the extension. 
However, Phillips responded that there 
have been no changes in circumstances 
with the project. County planner have 
also recommended the extension.

“We’ve taken a very hard look at this,” 
Phillips said. “Your points about the 
MTA and the safety concerns are well-
taken. But I don’t think that giving a 
shorter extension and trying to tie it to 
information that we may or may not 
receive within that time period from the 
MTA is advisable.”

Project opponents have also raised 
concerns about a connection between 
Conifer and the ongoing corruption 
probe being conducted by U.S. Attorney 
Preet Baharara of Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
administration.

New Castle Extends Conifer Permit; Opponents Urge MTA Report
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North Castle Selects Planning 
Firm for Comp Plan Update

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Last Tuesday the New Castle Town Board honored eight members of  the town’s police 
department with special commendations for their efforts in apprehending a gunman outside 
Lange’s Little Store on King Street on the morning of  Aug. 29. One person was wounded in 
the attack. Recognized for their bravery were Detective Sgt. Eduardo Pazmino, Detective Mel 
Vargas, Sgt. Robert Chiappone and officers Craig Davenport, Edison Gramajo, Frank Hrotko, 
Anthony Rotolo and Richard Tolliver.

Honoring New Castle’s Finest

By Martin Wilbur
North Castle last week retained a 

Manhattan-based planning firm that 
has been used by multiple Westchester 
municipalities to lead the town’s 
Comprehensive Plan update.

On the recommendation of the 
Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee, 
the town board approved the hiring of BFJ 
Planning to do the work. The committee 
devised a scoring system to grade the 
three firms that submitted proposals and 
concluded BFJ was the most qualified.

Under the terms of the agreement, BFJ 
Planning will be paid $149,950 for the 
work, said Supervisor Michael Schiliro. 
If the town determines there are enough 
significant zoning changes to require an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), 
the company has estimated an additional 

$75,000 in expenses.
Otherwise, the town could declare a 

negative declaration and bypass an EIS, 
said Director of Planning Adam Kaufman. 
He said an EIS should cost on average 
about $50,000 extra.

Changes will be proposed through public 
feedback on the special website the town 
has created, www.northcastleforward.com, 
and conventional Comprehensive Plan 
meetings, he said. Residents will also be 
asked to participate in a townwide survey.

“We’re going to use all the tools at our 
disposal to get the input of the town,” 
Kaufman said.

Schiliro estimated that the process 
should take another 16 to 18 months to 
complete. If an EIS needs to be done, it 
would likely take an additional six months, 
Kaufman said.
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By Neal Rentz
The Mount Pleasant Town Board 

unanimously approved tighter regulations 
last week on businesses in town that offer 
massages. 

Officials sought the legislation because 
the town was recently forced to close 
several spas and massage parlors for 
various types of illegal activity, said 
Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi. Police Chief 
Paul Oliva and Building and Fire 
Inspector Salvatore Pennelle helped the 
board craft the legislation.

The measure is designed to protect the 

public from unlicensed massage providers 
and establishments engaging in illegal 
activities. The law states that the goal is 
to prevent patrons from being exposed 
to “unclean, unhealthy and possibly 
contaminated conditions from businesses 
involved in sex trafficking.”

Fulgenzi said the legislation should 
eliminate ambiguities.

“Our building codes were too open for 
interpretation leaving the opportunity 
for those looking to twist the laws,” he 
said. “The new code will clearly outline 
the restrictions and requirements to 

legitimately open a massage parlor and 
spa in Mount Pleasant.”

Under the new law, any establishment 
offering massages must apply for a special 
use permit from the zoning board of 
appeals and require a public hearing. 
Special permit applications will also be 
reviewed by Oliva and Pennelle. 

The law imposes various restrictions 
such as limiting operating hours to 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. unless the ZBA provides 
an exemption; prices shall be posted 
or provided in a brochure that is easily 
accessible to customers; laundry and table 

covers shall be changed and washed on a 
daily basis; rooms, tables, equipment and 
the hands of those giving massages must 
be sanitized; massages must be provided 
in unlocked rooms; those under 18 years 
old must have written permission from 
a parent or guardian; and no alcohol is 
permitted to be used or sold. 

Massage parlors will only be allowed 
to operate in certain commercial zones. 
Existing establishments providing 
massages will have six months to obtain 
a special permit. 

Prior to the vote, no residents 
commented on the law during last week’s 
public hearing.

Mt. Pleasant Approves New Law Regulating Massage Parlors

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Pleasant Police Chief  Paul Oliva and 
Building and Fire Inspector Sal Pennelle discuss 
aspects of  the new law regulating massage 
parlors in town at a recent meeting.Epochal Water Main Break Floods Pleasantville Street

By Anna Young
What started off as a small water main 

break turned into what Pleasantville 
Mayor Peter Scherer called “a rendition 
of old faithful” last Monday. 

A water main break was reported 
about 5 p.m. on Tompkins Avenue in 
Pleasantville near the corner of Martling 
Avenue, shooting water high into the air 
until the Department of Public Works 
(DPW) and police and fire departments 
were able to shut down that section of 
the pipe.

Before the scene was contained, 
water arced directly at the storefront 

of Kapatid Martial Arts Academy at 
175 Tompkins Ave., causing significant 
damage to the inside of the studio as well 
as the academy’s glass awning. 

Properties on Tompkins between 
Martling Avenue and Vermilyea Street 
were without water until the DPW 
repaired the main by late Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Patrick Consing, owner of Kapatid 
Martial Arts Academy, was forced to 
close the remainder of Monday and 
Tuesday due to the flooding. Despite the 
work his maintenance team did to dry 
the studio out, his floors needed to be 

torn out and replaced. 
Since the incident considered an “act 

of God” by his insurance company, 
Consing is unsure if the village will be 
held responsible for the damage or if 
he’s going to have to pay for the repairs 
himself. 

“I hope someone helps out in this 
situation,” Consing said. “I don’t really 
know what’s going to happen, but getting 
things back to normal for my students is 
the most important thing for me.”

DPW Superintendent Jeff Econom 
said the insurance companies are 
handling the problem. 
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North Castle Police Department

Dec. 10: Report of a malfunctioning 
traffic signal at Route 22 and Old Post 
Road at 3:11 p.m. The caller stated the 
turn arrow is green for four seconds 
then stays red for five minutes. The 
responding officers reported that the 
signal is cycling properly.

Dec. 11: Report of multiple disabled 
vehicles along Banksville Road west of 
Valley Lane at 7:25 p.m. While assisting 
the disabled vehicles, the responding 
officer witnessed a three-car accident. 
One passenger in Vehicle 1 requested 
medical attention. The Armonk Fire 
Department responded to the scene to 
tend to that passenger. Armonk Garage 
was called to tow the disabled vehicles 
as well as the vehicles involved in the 
accident.

Dec. 11: Another motor vehicle 
accident on Banksville Road was 
reported at 8:28 p.m. The responding 
officer reported there is icing on the 
roadway. There were no injuries reported 
with this incident.

Dec. 12: Anonymous callers reported 
a vehicle, a white Mercedes, is off the 
roadway on North Broadway at 3:33 a.m. 
The operator was charged with DWAI.

Dec. 14: Report of a larceny on Carolyn 
Place at 1:16 p.m. The complainant stated 
that cameras are missing from a job site. 

Dec. 15: Report of a possible suicidal 
male party that may be at the Stop & 
Shop on North Broadway at 4:32 p.m. 
Police were informed by the caller that 
his son had made suicidal threats and 
left in his vehicle from Massachusetts 
this date operating a white Honda 
CRV with Massachusetts plate 51AJ81 
and was possibly at the location. The 
responding officers found the individual 
and brought him to Westchester Medical 
Center.

Pleasantville Police Department

Dec 14: Report of an AWOL student 
causing a disturbance on Broadway in 
front of the Cottage School at 8:10 p.m. 
Staff was able to retrieve the student. 

 Dec 14: A 35-year-old intoxicated 
patron refused to leave the 7-Eleven 
on Bedford Road at 11:34 p.m. When 
police arrived to the scene, the patron 
was passed out inside the business and 
a medic was called for assistance. The 
patron was later taken to Westchester 
Medical Center.

Mt. Kisco Man Arrested in Sexual Abuse Attack
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Marie Carroll
Marie J. Carroll of Hawthorne died on 

Dec. 17. 
She was 87.
Carroll was born on Mar. 24, 1929, to 

the late John and Julia DeGirolamo in 
Yonkers. She retired from AT&T in White 
Plains. 

Carroll is survived by her devoted 
husband, John (Jack) Carroll, of 
Hawthorne; her loving sisters, Jean 
Bulanchuk of St. George, Me., Dorothy 
Brenchak of Manchester, Conn. and 
Gloria Krebser of Hawthorne; her beloved 
nieces and nephews, Donald, John, Nancy 

and Deborah; and 10 great-nieces and 
great-nephews. She was predeceased by 
her niece, Linda. 

Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home today (Tuesday) from 4 to 8 
p.m. Funeral services will be held at 
the Hawthorne Reformed Church on 
Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 10 a.m. followed 
by interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery 
in Hawthorne. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
Hawthorne Reformed Church, 65 
Broadway, Hawthorne, N.Y. 10532 would 
be appreciated.

Obituaries
Fay Mahony

Fay Mahony of Valhalla died on Dec. 
17. 

She was 85.
Mahony was born on Sept. 6, 1931, 

to the late Walter and Edna Weiss in 
North Branch, N.Y. She was raised on 
a dairy farm in Callicoon Center in 
Sullivan County where she worked the 
farm including driving the tractor at 
eight years old. After graduating from 
Jeffersonville Central High School in 
1948, Mahony was employed by the New 
York Telephone Co. and later married and 
became a homemaker. She had a passion 
for dancing and took lessons at Rose’s 
School of Dance into her seventies and 
performed at yearly recitals. 

Mahony was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Thomas Mahony, 
in 2010, one sister, Joan Redington, 
and her daughter-in-law, Rosemarie. 

She is survived by her loving children, 
Michael Mahony, of Katonah and 
Naples, Fla., Sharon (Michael) Mahony 
Davidson of Hornell, N.Y. and Kathleen 
(Charles) Mahony Brunke of Putnam 
Valley; seven cherished grandchildren, 
Thomas A. Mahony, Kelley (Bryan) 
Mahony Romanowicz, Sandi Fay, Laura 
(Dave) Mebs, Eric Davidson, William 
Brunke (and fiancee Christina Walsh) 
and Christopher Brunke; and three 
great-grandchildren, Colin and Sean 
Romanowicz and Reagan Mebs. 

Visitation will be at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Wednesday, Dec. 21 from 4 
to 8 p.m. A funeral Mass will be held at 
Holy Name of Jesus Church in Valhalla 
on Thursday, Dec. 22 at 10 a.m. Interment 
will be private.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
Salvation Army would be appreciated.

Thomas Listman
Thomas F. Listman, formerly of 

Hawthorne and most recently of Ossining, 
died on Dec. 9. 

He was 83.
Listman was born on Apr. 24, 1933, to 

the late Frederick and Rose Listman in 
Valhalla. He worked for the New York 
State Department of Corrections and was 
a member of the Mount Pleasant Seniors.

Listman was predeceased by his 
devoted wife, Geraldine Listman, in 2015. 
He is survived by his loving daughters, 
RoseMarie (Joseph) Cocchiarella, of 
Frankford, N.J. and Patricia Gumbs 

of Ossining, and four cherished 
grandchildren, Vincent and Madeline 
Cocchiarella and David and Gwenneth 
Gumbs. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Dec. 16. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Saturday, Dec. 17 followed by interment 
at Gate of Heaven Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
Parkinson’s Disease Foundation, 1359 
Broadway, Suite 509, N.Y., N.Y. 10018 
would be appreciated.

A 19-year-old Mount Kisco man was 
charged with burglary and sexual abuse 
after he entered a woman’s apartment 
Sunday morning in the village and sexually 
abused her while she was sleeping.

Milton Herrera-Umana of Grove Street 
was arrested at 6:11 p.m., about 12 hours 
after the attack. He was charged with 
second-degree burglary and first-degree 

sexual abuse, both felonies, following an 
investigation by county police. 

The victim reported that at about 5:30 
a.m. she awoke to find a man removing her 
sweatpants and climbing on top of her at her 
High Street residence. She screamed and 
the man fled when a family member heard 
the commotion and came to the room.

--Martin Wilbur
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P’ville Lab School’s First Semester at WCC a Winner for All
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By Anna Young
Change can be an unnerving experience, 

but for the Pleasantville Lab School a move 
that was made this year has proven to be a 
winner.

Last Wednesday, the Pleasantville Lab 
School hosted an open house reception 
to celebrate its successful transition to 
Westchester Community College (WCC) 
this year. 

The Pleasantville Lab School, operated 
by the Pleasantville School District, 
provides social, educational and vocational 
opportunities for students 18 to 21 years 
old with developmental disabilities, giving 
them a college campus experience with 
their peers. 

After spending three years trying to 
expand his vision at the lab school’s original 
home at Pace University, Michael Voron, 
the program coordinator, said the program 
will grow to its full potential at WCC.

“We had a rough go our first three 
years and to come here and have the 
responsiveness from the college is a blessing 
for students and their families,” Voron said 
at the Dec. 14 open house.

The program is designed to help the 
students transition into the adult world 
by providing work readiness instruction, 
travel training, community habilitation 
classes, campus internships and inclusion 
on campus where they can take two college-
credit courses per semester. 

Among the courses the nine lab school 
students who participated this semester 
were able to take included marketing, 
business, physical education, human 
services and culinary arts. The students also 
work at internships at the library, cafeteria, 
security office, bookstore and radio station 
on the WCC campus.

Voron said WCC is a strong supporter 
of the program’s mission to provide young 

adults who want to improve their lives and 
have an opportunity to grow. 

Dr. Peggy Bradford, WCC’s vice president 
of academic affairs, said after meeting 
Voron and Pleasantville Superintendent 
of Schools Mary Fox-Alter last February, 
it was important for the college to live up 
to its goal to help every person reach their 
potential. 

“Our mission is to provide open access 

to every individual and expose students 
to higher education and opportunities,” 
Bradford said. “We give these students a 
chance to be as mainstream as possible.”

The lab school also partners with the 
college’s pre-social work program where 
this past semester 11 interns had the chance 
to learn what it was like to work with 
students with disabilities.

Kevonna Laidley, a pre-social work 
program intern, said she found inspiration, 
growth and a new career path during her 
three-month internship with the lab school. 

“After meeting this group of people, 
they’ve inspired me to want more,” Laidley 
said. “I didn’t think coming into this 
program I would want to take this on as 
a career. It was amazing, humbling and 
beyond what I could have expected from an 
internship.” 

Lab school students take on a rigorous 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. schedule Monday to 
Friday. Voron said they are provided 
better employment opportunities and the 
independence to have a better quality of life.  

Bradford is also looking to develop a 
special certificate for students who complete 
the lab school and display mastery of skills 
they learned. 

“We are always trying to find ways to take 
care of these kids, but the reality is we need 
to find ways to help them learn how to take 
care of themselves at whatever level they’re 
cable of doing,” Voron said. 

ANNA YOUNG PHOTO
Pleasantville Lab School Program Coordinator Michael Voron, second from left, and Pleasantville 
Superintendent of  Schools Mary Fox-Alter are joined by faculty last week at Westchester Community 
College. The college hosted the lab school for the first time during the fall semester.
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Food Bank for Westchester, the leading 
organization providing programs for the 
200,000 county residents who are food 
insecure, announced last Wednesday the 
appointment of Leslie B. Gordon as its 
new president and CEO effective Jan. 17.

Gordon, who has extensive experience 
at City Harvest developing initiatives 
to serve the hungry in New York City, 
succeeds Ellen Lynch who announced in 
September that she was stepping down 
from the dual roles.

“Leslie Gordon brings to Food Bank 
for Westchester a wealth of leadership 
experience and expertise to help us in our 
ongoing efforts to eradicate hunger in the 

county,” said Maria Bronzi, board chair of 
Food Bank for Westchester. “Leslie has a 
proven record of success at City Harvest 
where she developed and implemented 
innovative programs to help feed people 
who face hunger. We are thrilled to have 
her on board as our new president and 
CEO.”

“I am truly honored to have the 
opportunity to lead one of the region’s 
most admired organizations fighting 
hunger,” Gordon said. “I look forward 
to working with everyone on the Food 
Bank team – from our outstanding board 
and dedicated staff and volunteers to 
our community agencies and donors 

– to continue the mission of creating a 
hunger-free environment in Westchester.”

As senior director, program strategy 
and operations for City Harvest, Gordon 
served as a key executive leading its 
“Healthy Neighborhoods” plan to improve 
food access and nutritional behaviors for 
a half-million low-income residents and 
pioneering a new strategy that doubled 
the food distributed annually from 30 
to 60 million pounds in five years. City 
Harvest collects nutritious food that 
would otherwise go to waste and delivers 
it free of charge to soup kitchens, food 
pantries and other community food 
programs across the five boroughs.

Before joining City Harvest in 2007, 
Gordon was under Anthony Kennedy 
Shriver the state director of Best Buddies 
Pennsylvania, an organization that creates 
opportunities for one-to-one friendships, 
integrated employment and leadership 
development for people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. Prior to 
that, she served as founding director of 
Made in Hudson Valley, which promoted 
products manufactured in the Hudson 
Valley, and served under Gen. Colin 
Powell as national director of America’s 
Promise-The Alliance for Youth, a 
foundation dedicated to improving the 
lives of children and youth from all 
socioeconomic sectors.

A lifetime Westchester resident and 

fourth-generation resident of Tarrytown, 
Gordon is a SUNY New Paltz graduate 
where she majored in sociology. She 
is a frequent guest speaker at various 
organizations addressing issues of hunger 
including the National Conference on 
Emergency Feeding and the National 
Academy of Sciences, Institute of Medicine 
on Seniors & Hunger. She is also a guest 
lecturer of Fordham University’s Non-
Profit Leadership Graduate Program.  

Food Bank Names Tarrytown Resident New President, CEO

Leslie B. Gordon, the Food Bank for Westchester’s 
new president and CEO.

Registration Open for Fall 2017 
Enrollment at Bet Torah Nursery School

Registration for Bet Torah Nursery 
School is underway for families wishing 
to enroll their children in preschool 
programs for fall 2017. Two-, three- or 
five-day morning classes are offered for 
two-year-olds from 9:30 to 11:45 a.m. 
Children in the 3s and 4s program meet 
Monday through Friday from 9:15 a.m. 
until noon.          

The curriculum includes regularly 
scheduled visits by music and movement 

specialists. Special events throughout 
the year include monthly Gan Shabbat 
Saturday morning services, several 
Shabbatini Friday night services with 
dinner, schoolwide assemblies and 
celebration of the Jewish holidays.

Bet Torah Nursery School is located at 
60 Smith Ave. in Mount Kisco. Parents 
wishing to arrange a tour or receive 
information about the program can call 
914-666-7595.
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By Martin Wilbur
The creation of one of Mount Kisco’s 

longest family-owned businesses can at 
least partially be attributed to bowling.

George Arco started Arco Cleaning in 
1946 as a part-time venture with his wife, 
Jean, shortly after finishing his service in 
the U.S. Army. Arco hoped to make some 
extra money on the side while working 
full-time at General Motors in Tarrytown.

One of his brothers had been waxing 
floors, and since cleaning commercial 
office space was done mostly in the 
evening, Arco was able to continue his day 
job and supplement his income at night.

“The story that my mother always 
told me was my father enjoyed bowling 
and wanted to bowl at night. He said 
if I continue doing this part-time floor 
waxing I can go bowling,” said their son 
George, the company’s current president. 
“He waxed floors to have a little bit extra 
spending money for his sport or hobby 
and that’s how he got started.”

Within a decade, Arco Cleaning became 
much more than a source of bowling 
money. The business became busy enough 
for his father that he quit his job at GM and 
Arco Cleaning become the couple’s full-
time endeavor – and a fixture in the village. 
This year it celebrated its 70th anniversary 
in business, all of that time based in Mount 
Kisco.

Their son took over the operation in 

the early to mid-1980s, expanding Arco 
Cleaning’s client base to about 1,000 
commercial and residential locations 
throughout Westchester and Putnam 
counties. 

George Arco, 64, recalled going to work 
with his father as a child, starting at about 
10 or 12 years old, and working during 
summers. He earned a business degree at 
Pace University, but he pretty much knew 
what he wanted to do. 

“I definitely enjoyed working with my 
father,” said Arco, who lives in Mount 
Kisco with his wife. “When you earn the 
respect of your father or the admiration of 
your father, it’s worth more than its weight 
in gold, so working side by side with my 
father for many years was very rewarding.”

Today, Arco employs about 125 people, 
nearly 100 more than when his dad 
retired. During the past 30-plus years, he’s 
expanded the business from floor waxing, 
carpet cleaning and residential accounts. 
Arco recognized that commercial office 
cleaning was the company’s future and he 
made a big push for those clients. 

Now about 85 percent of Arco’s work is 
commercial, although the company still 
maintains a certain number of residential 
customers. It is also capable of restoring 
properties damaged by fire, smoke or 
water.

“A lobby tells a lot about a building,” Arco 
said, “so if you’re walking into a very clean, 

polished lobby, and a prospective tenant or 
a perspective client of someone walks in 
the building, it’ll be a good impression on 
that landlord or business owner.”

Arco said many of his customers are 
second- or third-generation clients. He 
credits several business and property 
owners with giving his father a chance to 
succeed, particularly Larry Abel, owner of 
the old Abel Department Store, and Dan 
Ford. The elder Arco passed away about 20 
years ago.

Arco still has Joe Amodio working for 
him, 62 years after his father hired him as 
his first employee.

“He’s a very loyal and dependable 
employee,” Arco said. “He was my father’s 
right hand man for many years.”

Arco said he hopes to make the 

company’s 80th anniversary, but without 
children there won’t be a third generation.

“I hope to keep going for another 10 
years,” he said. “I’d like to be able to take 
some more time, and I’m working with my 
staff to allow me to take time away from 
the business. That’s been working out well. 
I’m a worker, just like my dad, just like Joe, 
so, I have no intention of retiring.”

Arco Cleaning is located at 2 Cottage 
Place. It is open Monday to Friday 6 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Saturday from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
For more information, call 914-666-7229 
or visit www.arcocleaning.com.

Mt. Kisco Company Continues to Clean Up After 70 Years

George Arco, the current president of  Arco 
Cleanering in Mount Kisco, which celebrated 70 
years in business this year.

Shirts: ..................... $1.60 Each
Pants: ...................... $5.50 Each
Suit ........................$11.00 Each
Sweater ................... $5.50 Each
Blouse ..................... $5.50 Each

49 Wheeler Ave. • Pleasantville, NY 10570
914-769-5143

50% OFF ON DRY CLEANING 
Exp. 12/31/16 • New Customers Only

Best Qualites in Town:
Eco Dry clean ( By Hydro Carbon Solvent)

More then 50% Cleaning Done by Aqua 
O�  cal Cleaners for Trump Buildings • Specializes in Tough Stains

Free Pickup & Delivery Service Center
Best Prices in Town

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

George Arco, Sr., the founder of  Arco Cleanering, 
in his Army uniform. He started the business 
shortly after he came out of  the service in 1946 
as a part-time venture.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

By Sandy Galef
Many New Yorkers felt forgotten in 

the presidential election. And for good 
reason: we, like 24 other states, found 
that major presidential candidates had 
very limited campaign efforts in our state 
after the July conventions.

We provide donations of time and 
money, but we are told to call or visit 
other states, and 94 percent of campaign 
funding is spent in only 12 states. These 
swing states, showing up purple on our 
computers and televisions, seem to be the 
only places that matter in our elections.

But the problem does not end 
when the election is concluded. The 
battleground states receive 7 percent 

more federal grant aid than the states 
that consistently lean toward the same 
party. Our states face the same problems: 
mass transportation, inadequate 
affordable housing, aging infrastructure 
and support for public schools are issues 
in New York, too. I become concerned, 
as I watch maps dotted with red, blue 
and purple, that so much discussion goes 
into unemployment in “real America” 
and swing states, while the topic of 
retaining jobs in upstate New York never 
comes up.

The presidential election is over but I 
have heard from many of my constituents 
about their interest in changing from an 
electoral college to the national popular 

vote. In order to have a community 
discussion on such a change, I will be 
sponsoring a meeting on Thursday, Jan. 
12 at 6:30 p.m. at the Croton Public 
Library with several speakers to discuss 
the various options for electing a 
president.

As our nation is changing, the choices 
before us are to continue the electoral 
college as it is or to look toward amending 
the constitution or adopting the national 
popular vote. Please come and express 
your views.

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef 
(D-Ossining) represents the 95th Assembly 
District.

Guest Column
How New York Is Short-changed in Presidential Elections 

To advertise in The Examiner, 
call 914-864-0878
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advertising@theexaminernews.com

To inquire about paid 
subscriptions, email

subscriptions@theexaminernews.com
for pricing and other details.
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Mount Kisco

NY 10549
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Editor-in-Chief

 We invite readers to share 
their thoughts by sending 
letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print 
all letters, but are limited by 
space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that 
all letter writers provide their 
name, address and contact 
information.

Letters Policy

We take pleasure in answering thus 
prominently the communication below, 
expressing at the same time our great 
gratification that its faithful author is 
numbered among the friends of The Sun:

Dear Editor—
I am 8 years old. Some of my little 

friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa 
says, “If you see it in The Sun, it’s so.” 
Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety Fifth Street

Virginia, your little friends are 
wrong. They have been affected by 
the skepticism of a skeptical age. They 
do not believe except they see. They 
think that nothing can be which is not 
comprehensible by their little minds. All 
minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s 
or children’s, are little. In this great 
universe of ours, man is a mere insect, 
an ant, in his intellect as compared 
with the boundless world about him, 
as measured by the intelligence capable 
of grasping the whole of truth and 
knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. 
He exists as certainly as love and 

generosity and devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound and give to your 
life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! 
how dreary would be the world if there 
were no Santa Claus! It would be as 
dreary as if there were no 
Virginias. There would 
be no childlike faith then, 
no poetry, no romance 
to make tolerable this 
existence.

We should have no 
enjoyment, except in 
sense and sight. The 
external light with which 
childhood fills the world 
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa 
Claus! You might as well 
not believe in fairies. You 
might get your papa to hire men to watch 
in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to 
catch Santa Claus, but even if you did 
not see Santa Claus coming down, what 
would that prove? Nobody sees Santa 
Claus, but that is no sign that there is no 
Santa Claus. The most real things in the 
world are those that neither children 
nor men can see. Did you ever see 
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course 

not, but that’s no proof that they are not 
there. Nobody can conceive or imagine 
all the wonders there are unseen and 
unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and 
see what makes the 
noise inside, but there 
is a veil covering the 
unseen world which not 
the strongest man, nor 
even the united strength 
of all the strongest men 
that ever lived could tear 
apart. Only faith, poetry, 
love, romance, can push 
aside that curtain and 
view and picture the 
supernal beauty and 
glory beyond. Is it all 
real? Ah, Virginia, in all 

this world there is nothing else real and 
abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He lives 
and lives forever. A thousand years from 
now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years 
from now, he will continue to make glad 
the heart of childhood.

“Is There a Santa Claus?” was 
published in the Sept. 21, 1897, issue of 
The New York Sun.

Yes Virginia, There Really is a Santa Claus 

Everyone has had to scurry around to 
find a last-minute holiday gift at some 
point, whether you procrastinated, you 
were searching for the perfect gift or 
you forgot to add someone to your gift 
list, but don’t let these scenarios cause 
you stress.

Here are a few helpful hints to help 
you find something for everyone this 
holiday season.
Those Who Have Everything…

For the family and friends who have 
everything, consider purchasing small 
decorative items for them to use around 

their homes. Blankets, candles, picture 
frames and even holiday decorations 
are great last-minute items recipients 
will enjoy. Food baskets with delicious 
snacks and holiday candy placed in 
a decorative canning jar are simple, 
affordable and useful items that are sure 
to make loved ones smile this season. 
Great Go-To Gift Items

For recipients who are hard to shop 
for, gift cards and technology items are 
great go-to gifts. Consider headphones, 
DVD players and TracFones. Gift cards 
to favorite restaurants, retail stores and 

coffee shops are always a great choice, 
giving them freedom to choose exactly 
what they want.
Gifts for Mom and Dad

Don’t forget about mom and dad 
this holiday season. For Dad, save 
on Emerson men’s gifts like outdoor 
lanterns, portable tools for camping 
and winter clothing. You can also find 
sleepwear, scarves and handbags that are 
sure to make Mom happy this holiday.

Happy holidays and happy shopping!
Reprinted by permission of statepoint.

net.

Holiday Gift-Giving Suggestions for Those Still Searching
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St. John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Sunnyside Avenue, Pleasantville. NY 10570                         stjohnpleasantville.org 
 
Christmas Eve   Christmas Day   
4.oo pm Pageant and Holy Eucharist  10.00 am Holy Eucharist  
10.00 pm Carol Service     
10.30 pm Candlelight Choral Eucharist     
      
St. John’s is handicap accessible.  For more information:   Rev. Mary Gregorius (914) 769-0053 
   

 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 50 Bedford Road, Armonk. NY 10504                        ststephensarmonk.org 
 
Sunday, December 18th   Christmas Eve   
10.00 am Pageant and Parish Eucharist  5.00 pm Eucharist of Christmas  
5.00 pm Candlelight Lessons and Carols     
      
      
St. Stephen’s is partially handicap accessible.  For more information:   Rev. Nils Chittenden (914) 273-3812 
   

 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, 39 Granite Springs Rd, Granite Springs. NY 10527                         goodshepherdny.org 
 
Christmas Eve   Christmas Day   
5.oo pm Family Service  10.00 am Christmas Day service  
10.30 pm Christmas music     
11.00 pm Christmas Eve service     
      
Good Shepherd is handicap accessible.  For more information:   Rev. Hal Roark (914) 248-5631 
   

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 85 E. Main Street, Mt. Kisco. NY 10549 stmarksmtkisco.org 
 
Christmas Eve   Christmas Day   
5.3o pm Community Carol Service  8.00 am Christmas Eucharist  
10.30 pm Christmas music  10.00 am Christmas Eucharist  
11.00 pm Christmas Eucharist     
      
St. Mark’s is partially handicap accessible.  For more information:   Rev. Bill Doubleday (914) 666-8058 
   

 
Your local Episcopal parishes wish you a Merry Christmas! 

The Episcopal Church welcomes everyone – no exceptions! 
 

stjohnspleasantville.org. 
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Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday Dec. 19th Open 10:00-9:00

475 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504
914-273-5222

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat-8am-5:30pm • Sun. Closed

Holiday Orders now being taken for 
Hanukkah and Christmas!

VILLAGE PRIME MEATS
OF ARMONK

Providing Employment Law Solution to Workplace Problems
Proudly Serving Westchester County

Christopher J. Berlingieri, Esq.
Attorney at Law

Managing Member

Berlingieri Law, PLLC
244 Fifth Avenue, Suite F276
New York, New York 10001

www.nyctlaw.com
347.766.5185

cjb@nyctlaw.com
Free Consultations
Se Habla Español

BLHappy 
Holidays!

A Very Healthy 
& Happy Holiday Season to 

all our Customers

59 S. Greeley Ave • Chappaqua, NY 10514
914.861.2777 •Fax: 914.861.2775

www.ChappaquaPandH.com

From 
Key Chains 

to Big Green Eggs 
We Have Plenty 

of Gift Items 
This Holiday 

Season!

Merry 
Christmas

Happy 
Hanukkah

Miracle on 
2010 Albany Post Road!

Merry Christmas!

WC-104115H99 • PC-1817 • H-12519-07-23-00 (Rockland County)

2010 Albany Post Road!2010 Albany Post Road!

& Happy Holiday Season to 

Providing Employment Law Solution to Workplace Problems

Christopher J. Berlingieri, Esq.

Providing Employment Law Solution to Workplace Problems

Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah 
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from the staff at Examiner Media

Rated one of the Top 20 Wine Shops
by Westchester Magazine

65 King Street • Chappaqua, NY
914-238-3114

www.chappaquawine.com

Rated one of the Top 20 Wine Shops
by Westchester Magazine

65 King Street • Chappaqua, NY

Rated one of the Top 20 Wine Shops
by Westchester Magazine

65 King Street • Chappaqua, NY

by Westchester Magazine

65 King Street • Chappaqua, NY
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FRESH GRILLED WILD ALASKAN HALIBUT FILET  


12 Oz. STUFFED-BROILED LOBSTER TAIL  


SLOW ROASTED CHATEAUBRIAND STEAK 


FLORIDA RED SNAPPER BOUILLABAISSE STYLE 











   





3 Seatings: From 5 to 6, 7 to 8 and 9:30 to 10:30


Happy Holidays from 
Flour & Sun Bakery!

Visit our website for our full 
Hanukkah and 

Christmas menus
 Place an order for a Decorate Your 

Own Gingerbread House Kit
 We also have Cake Pop and 

Gingerbread house Mug Gift Sets

Call us at (914) 495-3232
Visit our website at www.� ourandsunbakery.com

19 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville
fl ourandsunbakery.com • 914.495.3232
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest & Instagram

The

Lil’ Chocolate Shoppe
The Season is Here 

to Celebrate
Two Wonderful Holidays!

Belgian Chocolates & Truffl es
Unique Packaging, 

Holiday Boxes and Baskets, 
Molding Wafers in Milk, Dark & White 

and much, much, more!

Call or Fax: 914-769-0771

RETRO
CANDY & 
BOXES

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

Lilchocolateshop@gmail.com

BOXES

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈ ≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈       

19 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville
fl ourandsunbakery.com • 914.495.3232
19 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville
fl ourandsunbakery.com • 914.495.3232

Bistro 146
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Oh, how the years of repeated 
ritual can produce a strong 
desire to create a shorthand 
to achieving final results. That 
certainly has been the case for 
me after almost a half century 
of assisting my wife in creating 
a festive atmosphere in our 
home around the holiday 
season.

Our first year of marriage, 
we spent weeks in preparation 
for the wintry holidays. This 
year, we decorated in little 
more than an hour.

We married in late 
September during the dark 
ages and almost immediately 
upon returning from our honeymoon, 
we engaged in our first crafts project, 
more like a marathon, to create all of 
our own ornaments for our inaugural 
tree. I guess that’s what a young couple 
with not much money and a lot of time 
on their hands can do.

In the days before A.C. Moore and 
Michael’s, the place to get the wildest 
stuff for ornamental projects was in 
Manhattan’s hat district, west of Fifth 
Avenue on 38th Street. On my way home 
from work each day, I’d pass through 
and buy interesting hat decorations 
from the time when women still wore 
hats.

Then, immediately 
following dinner, my wife and 
I would sit in the living room, 
spread out my finds on our 
large coffee table and get to 
work decorating various sizes 
of Styrofoam balls. 

We came up with the idea 
of each making one elaborate 
tree ornament every year 
throughout our marriage, 
but we got so much into our 
new hobby that it became an 
obsession the first year. The 
balls became increasingly 
more elaborate as we practiced 
our skills, and many were 
themed with their own names. 

One ball, completely covered in 
pink ribbon, gathered and pinned, was 
named our Baby Girl ball, even though 
we didn’t have a baby yet.   There was 
the Grace Kelly ball with pale blue and 
yellow ribbons and pearls; the Swan 
Lake ball with white ribbons, white 
feathers and crystals; the Can-Can Girl 
ball with black and red ribbons, beads 
and a black feather plume on top; and 
our real piéce de resistance, a large 
Faberge ball with semiprecious gems all 
over it, taken from old pieces of jewelry.

The tips of our thumbs had developed 
calluses from pushing in the pins until 
we got smart and used thimbles. 

We decided it would be safer to buy a 
large artificial tree so that there would 
be no threat of sap staining the balls, 
and we kept producing our little gems 
until we ran out of space on the tree. We 
had become tree ornament addicted.

The bottom line, however, is that 
we must have OD’d on our first year’s 
attempt because we haven’t made a 
single ball since then. We did, however, 
add antique and specialty ornaments 
over the years, as presents to each other. 

As we have gotten older, our tree 
has become smaller, and our daughter, 
who was predated by that pink ribbon 
ball in her honor, is now 
the recipient, one by one, 
of our early Christmas 
ornament binge.  

Today, it’s just a matter of 
unwrapping each ornament 
from its tissue and hanging 
it on our artificial tree, 
already strung with lights 
from the manufacturer. 
While the whole decorating 
process took less than 
an hour this year, I have 
known speed demons who beat our 
record. There are those who simply 
place their tree stand on wheels and 
when the holiday is over, drape it with 
a sheet, fully decorated, and roll it into 
storage until next year.

As for outside decoration, whenever I 
see a home with its lawn highly decked 
out for the holidays, I get the urge to 
pull up, knock on the door and meet the 
owner. I’m sure he or she loves kids and 
probably is still wondrous as a child.

For many years, we were specialists 
in lighting Christmas wreaths and 
hanging them at strategic points 
along our outside fence, connected 
with garlands of lighted pine garlands 
looping from one wreath to the next. If 
I were to attempt any kind of outside 
display today, I would simply invest 
in that highly advertised Star Shower 

Laser Light projector where 
you just plug in the device 
and let it do its thing.

Have I grown lazy about 
holiday decorating over the 
years? As I see it, it’s more 
a matter of efficiency to be 
enjoyed.  

Bill Primavera is a 
Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate 
and Founder of Primavera 
Public Relations, Inc. (www.

PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru 
to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

Holiday Decorations: From Labor of Love to Instant Gratification

The Big Finish Sale!

RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

LATITUDE PACKAGE, 
AUTOMATIC, 4X4, 
REMOTE START, COLD 
WEATHER GROUP
STK#16403J

LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH $2995 
DOWN

MSRP $29,525

NEW 2017 JEEP

CHEROKEE LATITUDE 4X4

$199

BIG HORN PACKAGE 
AUTOMATIC, 4X4, 
LEATHER, REMOTE 
START, 26S 
PACKAGE, 
NAVIGATION, HEATED 
SEATS, STK#1679T

LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH $2995 
DOWN

MSRP $47,950

NEW 2016 RAM

1500 CREW CAB BIG HORN

$249

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, 
AUTOMATIC, SXT, 
ALL WHEEL DRIVE, 
RALLY GROUP, 
STK#14001

LEASE FOR 
39 MONTHS
WITH $2995 
DOWN

MSRP $35,680

NEW 2017 DODGE

CHARGER SXT ALL WHEEL DRIVE

$269
ONLY

ONE AT 
THIS 

PRICE

ONLY
ONE AT 
THIS 

PRICE

ONLY
ONE AT 
THIS 

PRICE

 *39 MONTHS  MONTH LEASE WITH $2995 DOWN PLUS FIRST PAYMENT & $795 BANK FEE  DUE AT SIGNING. SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER.  TOTAL PAYMENTS MONTHLY PAYMENT = Payment X Months. OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT, CHEROKEE $14762, RAM $23995, CHARGER $19624, 10K   MILE 
ALLOWANCE. UP TO 25¢ MILE OVERAGE, TAX TITLE, TAGS ADDITIONAL. LESSEE RESP.  FOR WEAR AND MAINTENANCE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES INCLUDE INCENTIVES INCLUDES ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES. NOT EVERYONE QUALIFIES FOR ALL REBATES.   ALL LEASE 
VEHICLE LISTED -$1000 CONQUEST LEASE OR CFC RETURN LEASE MUST EXPIRE PRIOR TO 12/5/17 NO TURN IN REQUIRED FOR CONQUEST RETURN LEASE.  SEE US FOR DETAILS .  MUST BE CREDIT QUALIFIED A+ TIER MUST PRESENT AD FOR SALE PRICE. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 12/31/16

LAST
THREE 

AT 
THIS 

PRICE!

Yes!  Brand New 
2015 Chrysler 200’s MSRP $34,410

$25,510
SAVE $8,900

NEW 2015 CHRYSLER 
200 C All Wheel Drive
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 Bobby Epstein, proprietor of the            
legendary Muscoot Tavern in Katonah,            

invites you to come celebrate the            
holidays at his newest restaurant—

Kisco River Eatery
Experience our fresh raw bar and                    

impressive variety of steak, chicken,          
seafood and pasta selections in our warm 

and cozy atmosphere.                

Gather • Eat • Drink
Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week

Sunday Brunch 11-3                                                            
Happy Hour Daily from 3-6

 
914 • 218 • 3877 

222 E Main Street •  Mt Kisco, NY 10549
    info@Kiscoriver.com         www.kiscoriver.com

Free Parking Around Back
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By Martin Wilbur
When Hope Wolfe and her family learned 

that her father had Stage 4 pancreatic cancer 
it turned their lives upside down.

There had been some stomach discomfort 
and loss of appetite, but the south Florida 
entrepreneur and real estate developer was 
an otherwise active, successful and healthy 
68-year-old. 

“Most people have very strong feelings 
for their father but my father was amazing. 
We were exceptionally close,” Wolfe said. 
“He was a great, larger than life, charismatic 
guy, just a sweetheart of a guy, fun-loving 
and just full of life and just fun to be around.

In 2007, it would turn out that he would 
be one of the roughly 50,000 Americans 
each year who are diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer. He died in 2009.

“It was a very, very rough loss for us,” 
said Wolfe, whose children, now a college 
freshman and a high school junior, had 
difficulty comprehending the loss at the 
time. “Just heartbreaking and hard to 
imagine and just really difficult to feel like 
we couldn’t fight.”

For a family that was never affected by 

cancer to any extent, the diagnosis was a 
shock. More unsettling is the grim reality 
that so many with pancreatic cancer have 
had little chance to wage a successful battle 
against the disease.

But through the efforts of Wolfe, her 
husband Gavin, son Garrett and daughter 
Devon and many other dedicated volunteers 
they are hoping significant progress is being 
forged.

Wolfe and her family have been involved 
in the spring walkathons at Rye Playland. 
Two years ago, they partnered with several 
other families from northern Westchester 
and Fairfield County, Conn. who have 
also been touched by pancreatic cancer to 
organize the Race 4 A Cure fundraiser at 
Grand Prix New York, a night of go-kart 
racing, bowling, video games, food and fun 
at the Mount Kisco entertainment complex.

The inaugural event in 2015 and last 
winter’s renewal attracted about 450 and 500 
guests, respectively, and raised more than 
$300,000 for the Lustgarten Foundation, 
the largest private foundation dedicated to 
funding pancreatic cancer research. All of 
the proceeds raised by volunteers go directly 

toward research, which appealed to Wolfe.
“I just felt, one, I wanted to honor my 

dad’s memory,” said Wolfe, a 10-year 
Armonk resident who grew up in Miami 
and worked on Wall Street after graduating 
from school in California. “Just the thought 
this could hit somebody else I really care 
about, somebody in my family, had impact. 
I’m not just sitting back and not doing 
anything. I really wanted to attempt to make 
a difference because you never know when 
you’re on the breaking point (for a cure). 
I don’t know. I continue to have hope that 
we’re getting close to something.”

Since its inception in 1998, the Lustgarten 
Foundation has raised about $125 million 
for research, said Kerri Kaplan, the 
executive director of the Long Island-base 
organization. In that time, researchers 
have been making progress toward earlier 
detection, which would give patients better 
treatment options and improved survival 
rates.

Kaplan said that symptoms – such as 
fatigue, diminished appetite, stomach 

discomfort – are common aches and pains 
that most people don’t associate with a life-
threatening illness. The pancreas is also in a 
difficult to reach area behind the stomach, 
she said.

Research is progressing to detect pre-
cancer cysts on the pancreas and determine 
whether they pose a problem as well as 
developing an accurate blood test. 

That’s why the efforts by Wolfe and 
her family and others to raise money for 
research are so crucial.

“We are so grateful to people like Hope 
and her husband Gavin and her children,” 
Kaplan said. “The foundation relies on 
volunteers. They are the backbone of this 
foundation. She came up with this idea to do 
this event, put together a whole community 
of all her friends and colleagues in the area 
and contacted some other people we know 
in the area. She’s amazing, her whole family’s 
amazing.”

Being touched by pancreatic cancer 
has inspired Wolfe and her family to raise 
money for research, but her son, Garrett, a 
freshman at Duke, is strongly considering a 
career in scientific research.

Through all the volunteers’ efforts, Wolfe 
is optimistic of a research breakthrough.

“You can’t just do nothing,” she said. “If 
everybody does that really nothing’s going 
to happen.”

The third annual Race 4 A Cure is 
scheduled for Friday, Feb. 10 at Grand Prix 
New York. For more information about 
the event, the Lustgarten Foundation and 
pancreatic cancer, visit www.lustgarten.org.

know your
Neighbor

Hope Wolfe
Lustgarten Foundation Volunteer, Armonk

NEW YORK IS STRONGER
WITH INDIAN POINT  ON
AS WE DEBATE OUR ENERGY VISION FOR TOMORROW, 
WE SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE BENEFITS OF 
THOSE PLANTS SUPPORTING US TODAY.

STRONGER ON
Indian Point Energy Center

Indian Point generates about 25% of the electricity we use in the City and Westchester. 
The facility also contributes $1.6 billion in economic benefits each year, and a total tax 
benefit of $340 million to local, state and federal governments.

Indian Point generates all this power with virtually no greenhouse gas emissions, and 
is the largest single source of clean energy in our region. If we want to achieve our 
state’s ambitious climate goals, our plans must start with Indian Point.

The more you know about the facts, the more you’ll agree that New York is stronger  
with Indian Point on.

Learn more at www.RightForNewYork.com/StrongerOn

BEN ASEN PHOTO
Hope Wolfe, right, with her family.
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By David DiBari 
Here is my recipe for fried Brussel 

sprouts with Rice Krispies and chili 
honey, a favorite dish offered at The 
Parlor in Dobbs Ferry. It serves two.

 
Ingredients

1 tablespoon, Sriracha sauce 
3 tablespoons, honey
2 cups, Brussels sprouts, quartered 
1 teaspoon, lemon juice 
3 tablespoons, Rice Krispies 
1 tablespoon, parmigiano cheese 

Directions
Whisk the honey and Sriracha sauce 

together and set aside. Deep fry (or pan 
fry) Brussel sprouts in vegetable oil until 
golden brown and crispy. Drain Brussel 
sprouts on paper towel to absorb the 
excess oil. 

Transfer Brussel sprouts to a 
bowl. Toss the Brussel sprouts with 
prepared Sriracha honey (reserving 
one tablespoon to drizzle on top of 
completed dish), lemon juice, salt and 
pepper. Transfer Brussel sprouts to a 
serving bowl. Add Rice Krispies and 

parmigiano and toss together. Drizzle 
the reserved chili honey on top.

David DiBari is the chef at The Parlor, 
located at 14 Cedar St. in Dobbs Ferry. 

For more information, call 914-478-
8200 or visit www.theparlordf.com.

The Parlor’s Recipe for Scrumptious Fried Brussel Sprouts

Moderne Barn Chef ’s Recipe for Egg Nog Crème Brûlée 

By Jerry Eimbinder
MP Taverna in Irvington will offer a 

Grecian-influenced Feast of the Seven 
Fishes on Christmas Eve. 

The Feast of the Seven Fishes is a 
centuries-old, meatless, Christmas Eve 
tradition observed at some restaurants 
in the metropolitan area, especially in 
the Italian-American community. 

Executive Chef Michael Psilakis’s 
seven-course, seafood tasting dinner is 
served one dish at a time, and each item 
is accompanied by different side dishes. 
The cost is $65 per person; beverages, 
tax and gratuity are additional.

The menu features:
1. Malpeque oysters with black walnut 

mignonette
2. Smoked trout rillette with tzatziki, 

toast points and chive
3. Santa Barbara uni with toasted 

brioche, and Meyer lemon foam
4. Fried calamari with cauliflower, 

chickpea, tzatziki and spicy tomato
5. Scallop crudo with preserved tomato, 

lemon puree and squid ink gel
6. Grilled octopus with chickpea salad 

and black olive
7. Grilled branzino with roasted olives, 

tomatoes and garlic
MP Taverna’s Feast of the Seven Fishes 

will be offered from 12 to 11 p.m. The 
regular menu will also be available. 

MP Taverna is open for lunch Monday 
through Friday, for brunch on Saturday 
and Sunday and for dinner daily. It will 
be closed on Christmas Day.

MP Taverna is located at 1 Bridge St., 
across from the west side of the Metro-
North train station, in Irvington. For 
more information, call 914-231-7854.

MP Taverna 
to Serve Up 
Special Feast on 
Christmas Eve

By Jerry Eimbinder
One of Executive Chef Ethan Kostbar’s 

favorite after-dinner treats this time of 
year at Armonk’s Moderne Barn is egg 
nog crème brûlée. 

Kostbar was introduced to cooking 
at an early age by his father, a cook at 
the Jerusalem Sheraton. A few years 
later, his family moved to America and 
settled in Washington, D.C. He was 
only 14 but his training paid off; he was 
hired by a local Holiday Inn to work 
nights after school and on weekends in 
the prep kitchen.  

Kostbar cooked at Peacock Alley 
in New York’s Waldorf Astoria and at 
Gramercy Tavern in lower Manhattan. 

He was chef de cuisine at the Dressing 
Room restaurant, an eatery behind 
the Westport County Playhouse. The 
restaurant was co-founded in 2006 by 
Paul Newman, two years before the 
actor’s death, and Michel Nischan. It 
closed in 2014. 

Most recently, Kostbar, a graduate of 
The Culinary Institute of America in 
Hyde Park, was executive chef at Bin 
100 in Milford, Conn.

Below are the ingredients and 
directions for Kostbar’s creation.

Ingredients
1 cup, eggnog
1 cup, heavy cream
3 egg yolks
¼ teaspoon, nutmeg, grated
¼ cup, sugar
1 tablespoon, cognac 

Directions
Heat the eggnog, heavy cream, sugar, 

nutmeg and cognac and bring to a boil. 
Whisk egg yolks into the mixture and 
cool immediately. Place the mixture 
into large ramekins over a water bath. 
Bake ramekins with aluminum foil at 
325 degrees for 25 to 35 minutes or 
until set.

Moderne Barn celebrated its sixth 
anniversary in June. It is a member of 
the Livanos Restaurant Group, which 
also includes Abboccato (Manhattan), 
City Limits (White Plains and 
Stamford), Molyvos (Manhattan) and 
Oceana (Manhattan).

Moderne Barn is located at 430 
Bedford Rd. (Route 22) in Armonk. For 
more information, call 914-730-0001 or 
visit modernebarn.com.

Armonk’s Moderne Barn serves the egg nog 
crème brûlée, a specialty beverage for the holiday 
season.

The Parlor’s fried Brussel sprouts with Rice 
Krispies and chili honey.

Executive Chef  Michael Psilakis, of  MP Taverna, 
will be serving a Feast of  the Seven Fishes on 
Christmas Eve at his restaurant in Irvington. 

Executive Chef  David DiBari at The Parlor in 
Dobbs Ferry.

Advertise in The Examiner  •  914-864-0878
advertising@theexaminernews.com
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The Chappaqua PTA, the 
Chappaqua Central School District, 
the New Castle PBA and other 
members of the Coalition for Youth 
Subcommittee for Community 
Healing has been working since 
September. We have worked to 
identify ways to help the Chappaqua 
community heal from the abuse that 
occurred at Horace Greeley High 
School and provide the community 
with knowledge about sexual and 
other abuses. 

We are beginning our healing 
with three upcoming opportunities 
for our community called A Time 
to Heal: A Series of Sessions for the 
Chappaqua Community to Talk and 
to Learn Skills for Identifying and 
Dealing with Sexual Abuse. 

A community may best move 
forward following a trauma by shared 
review of memories, stories and 
feelings, followed by the development 
of action plans that give hope. To 
help the Chappaqua community 
move through this process, on 
Sunday afternoon, Jan. 8, from 3 to 
5 p.m., there will be a guided session, 
during which the community will 
be given an opportunity to discuss 

what happened at Horace Greeley 
High School and reflect on their 
individual thoughts, feelings and 
experiences. 

The session will be led by 
Dr. Daniel Gensler, a clinical 
psychologist specializing in 
psychotherapy, supervision and 
psychoeducational evaluations in 
Manhattan and Great Neck, N.Y. It 
may be simultaneously emotional 
and revelatory as we connect as a 
community around a shared and 
deeply painful experience. Former 
and current students are invited to 
attend along with any community 
members and/or parents who wish 
to participate. The purpose is not to 
cause harm by opening old wounds. 
People who do not wish to speak of 
their experience and want only to 
listen are welcome.  

No press, recording or 
photography will be permitted in 
this session, which will be held at 
the First Congregational Church 
of Chappaqua’s Centennial Hall, 
located at 210 Orchard Ridge Rd. 
From 5 to 6 p.m., Gensler will meet 
with any Greeley students and 
alumni who wish to talk to him. 

This session is co-sponsored by 
the Chappaqua PTA, through its 
R21K Committee, and the Coalition 
for Youth.  

The Chappaqua Central School 
District, the Chappaqua PTA and 
the New Castle PBA will be co-
sponsoring two in-depth learning 
sessions (covering different topics) 
that will be held on Monday, Jan. 23 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m., and Monday, 
Jan. 30 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 
Seven Bridges Middle School. 

These sessions will address topics 
that include: signs for early detection 
that someone may be crossing 
boundaries and becoming abusive 
and why people do this; signs that 
a young person is being abused; 
and what creates vulnerabilities and 
community barriers to recognizing 
signs of abuse, including desires 
for social connections, belonging, 
identity, status and fears of negative 
consequences. There will also be 
discussion of action plans for the 
ongoing healing and moving forward 
of the community.  

Gensler is director of training 
of the Child Adolescent 
Psychotherapy Training Program 

at the William Alanson White 
Institute in Manhattan, a training 
and supervising analyst there and 
a longstanding member of White’s 
Sexual Abuse Services. 

He is also co-author of “Relational 
Child Psychotherapy” (2002), 
has numerous publications in 
professional literature and has made 
many presentations to the general and 
professional community. Relevant 
for his presentation to this group, 
he spoke about community trauma 
and its effects at a school conference 
on risk signs for violence in high 
school in 1999; worked with dozens 
of surviving spouses and children 
after the September 11 attacks; spoke 
about sexual abuse in the priesthood 
at a professional conference in 2004; 
and about sexual abuse within the 
Orthodox Jewish community with a 
group of rabbis and Jewish educators 
in 2011. 

Coalition for Youth Subcommittee 
for Community Healing 

Rev. Dr. Martha Jacobs, Chair Lea 
Barth, Lisa Bisceglia, Beth Dalrymple, 
Haley Ferraro, Victoria Goodman, 
Leslie Kuhn, Kusum Sinha and Amy 
Valentin.

Three January Events Scheduled to Help With Healing in Chappaqua

By Neal Rentz
Neighbors Link, the Mount Kisco 

organization that helps integrate 
immigrants into the local community, 
was one of three nonprofit organizations 
to receive a special award by the 
Nonprofit Coordinating Committee 
(NPCC) of New York on Dec. 2.

Neighbors Link was recognized 
with the 2016 New York Community 
Trust Nonprofit Excellence Award, 
receiving $20,000 for general operating 
support and a scholarship for Columbia 
Business School executive education 
programs in social enterprise. Winners 
were announced earlier this month at a 
presentation at the New York Academy 
of Medicine.

The competition was open to any 
nonprofit organization in New York City 
and Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester 
counties.

“We are so grateful to be recognized 
for our management practices that 
support the mission of Neighbors Link,” 
said Neighbors Link Executive Director 
Carola Bracco. “It is a privilege to be a 
part of this team and we are humbled 
by this award. We also congratulate our 
co-winners.”  

The organization is a model for 

the National Council of Workforce 
Educators, as one of only eight pairs 
of organizations in the United States 
to bring workforce development to the 
immigrant community of Westchester. 
Neighbors Link, which has expanded 
its programming to Ossining, partners 
with Westchester Community College.

The Nonprofit Excellence Awards 
program is guided by Eight Key Areas 
of Nonprofit Excellence, nationally 
recognized management areas critical 
to an organization’s success. Winners 
are typically from organizations with 
excellent management practices in a 
majority of these eight areas. 

Awards are designed to identify 
and promote excellent management 
practices that provide useful examples 
of best practices for other nonprofits, 
according to the NPCC. 

The other two winning organizations 
were the Jewish Board for Family and 
Children’s Service in Manhattan, which 
strengthens families and communities 
throughout New York City by helping 
individuals of all backgrounds to 
live as independently as possible, 
and the Brooklyn-based Per Scholas, 
which provides technology access and 
education in poor communities. 

“These organizations exemplify 
innovative nonprofit management 
practices with great results,” NPCC 
President Sharon Stapel said. “We are 
pleased to recognize their hard work, 
especially during this milestone year of 
the program and to share their strategies 
with the sector.”        

NPCC created the Nonprofit 

Excellence Awards in 2007, attracting 
750 applications. The program is 
produced in collaboration with The 
New York Community Trust and 
Philanthropy New York. WNYC Radio 
and JPMorgan Chase sponsor the 
program. 

Neighbors Link Among Three Nonprofits to Receive Excellence Award

The Mount Kisco-based Neighbors Link recently received a New York Community Trust Nonprofit 
Excellence Award by the Nonprofit Coordinating Committee of  New York. Shown above, from left, are 
Lorie A. Slutsky, president of  New York Community Trust, Neighbors Link Executive Director Carola 
Bracco and Cynthia Brill, board chair at Neighbors Link.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 122016
ADOPTION
Fun Crazy Loving Couple Seeking to 
Adopt Baby. Husband Chef Wife Teach-
er. Top US Schools. Dogs Beach Sun Flip 
Flops. 631-432-5591 or www.debraand-
jeffreyadopt.com

Loving family hoping to grow through 
adoption. We promise to always be lov-
ing, supportive and caring. Please call/
text Annie & Mike at 315-289-6724.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records, Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CA$H BUYER, Old Comic Books 10c 
to 35c covers, also Guns, Gold Coins. I 
travel to you and Buy EVERYTHING 
YOU have! Call Brian 1-800-617-3551

FOR RENT
4BR, 2.5BTH House in Chappaqua 
Schools. Fully renovated with new 
kitchen, appliances, bathrooms. - $3200. 
Also fully renovated 3 BR Apartment 
in Chappaqua Schools - $2,500.   4 Car 
GARAGES, open bays - $1,000 (or $250 
each). - 917-328-2420

HELP WANTED
STYLIST WANTED, MAN OR WOM-
AN, Following preferred, for a growing 
salon in Katonah.  914-232-5201

WAITRESS WANTED for White Plains 
Bar & Resturant Lunch 11am-3pm Mon. 
- Fr. Call 914-421-1451

BUNGE GLOBAL MARKETS, INC. 
seeks a full-time Manager, Strategic Plan-
ning and Business Analysis (Resource 
Allocation) in White Plains, New York to 
be responsible for assisting in developing 
and driving the company’s management 
and value chain reporting in order to 
facilitate operational optimization deci-
sions.  Duties include: assisting with the 
creation, maintenance, and distribution 
of Bunge Global Agribusiness’s (“BGA”) 
internal financial reports, including fore-
casts (EBIT, capex, OPWC/gross debt) 
and monthly and annual reporting pack-
ages; reporting and reconciling the com-
mercial results for grains and oilseeds 
commodities; coordinating with and 
supporting all parties regarding the Hy-
perion Financial Management (HFM) 

hierarchies; working with the company’s 
Finance, Operations, Risk, and Product 
lines to establish performance metrics, 
generate, analyze and report on metrics, 
and meet the automating and integrat-
ing information needs of the company; 
preparing presentations and other analy-
sis for business and commercial review, 
AG Directors, ExCo and Board meet-
ings; drafting a monthly Segment letter 
from the CEO; supporting the strategic 
plan process by coordinating the plan 
development of BGA’s various product 
lines and managing the capex prioritiza-
tion process; support the periodic review 
of risk capital limits and participating 
in the review of the company’s capital 
projects and Mergers and Acquisitions.  
The position requires a Master’s degree 
in Business Administration, Finance or 
Economics or closely related field and 2 
years of experience as a Business Analyst 
or in a Financial Planning and Analy-
sis role in the Agribusiness industry to 
include 2 years of experience with con-
solidating strategic and business plans; 
ensuring capital investments are in com-
pliance with policies and regulations; 
analyzing monthly forecast  including 
P&L, capex, balance sheets, and cash 
flow forecasts and familiarity with finan-
cial systems such as HFM. Apply online 
at http://www2.apply2jobs.com/bunge, 
requisition code: 16-3606.

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EX-
ECUCARE SOLUTIONS, LLC.  Arts 
of Org filed with the Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/14/2016.  Office loc: West-
chester.  SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process against 
the LLC to: LEGALINC CORPORATE 
SERVICES INC., 1967 Wehrle Drive, 
Suite1-086, Buffalo, NY 14221.  Pur-
pose:  Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PE-
TER SONNENBERG , LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 08/08/16. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Peter Sonnenberg 1133 
Pleasantville Road Briarcliff Manor 
NY 10510. Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). NAME: 
THERAQUEST LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion were filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 10/25/2016. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of the process to: The LLC, 444 
E Boston Post Road, Mamaroneck, New 
York 10543, principle business location 
of the LLC. Purpose: any lawful business 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF DI-
ABETIC SWEETS OR SYDELLES 
SWEETS. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on October 24, 2016. Office lo-
cation: Westchester County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent upon whom process may 
be served and shall mail process to:16 
Scenic Drive, South Salem, NY 10590. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC). 
NAME: SKYHOOK PRODUCTIONS 
LLC. Articles of Organization were filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/01/2016.  Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: The LLC, 
215 Loring Avenue, Pelham, New York 
10803, principal business location of 
the LLC. Purpose: any lawful business 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BUSI-
NESS CONCIERGE UNLIMITED, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on October 21, 2016.  Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to:  600 Mamaroneck 
Avenue, Harrison, NY 10528.  Purpose:  
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MOST 
AND CO PRODUCTIONS LLC. Arts 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 11/17/16. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to principal business address: 
Michael Wong, 2 Pell Place, Pelham, 
New York 10803. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF T.C. 
INVESTIGATIONS, LLC, Articles of 
Organization filed with the SSNY on 
October 17, 2016. Office location: West-
chester County, New York. The SSNY 
is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The SSNY shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess accepted on behalf of the LLC 
served upon him or her to: 103 Skyview 
Lane, New Rochelle, N.Y. 10804. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF UN-
DERSTORY BREWING LLC filed Arts. 
of Org. with Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on November 22, 2016, pursuant 
to Sec. 203 of the NY LLC Law.  Office 
Location: Westchester County.  Principal 
Business Location:  Understory Brewing 
LLC, 13 Rick Lane, Cortlandt Manor, 
NY 10567.  Secretary of State is desig-
nated as agent of the LLC upon whom 

process may be served and the SSNY 
shall forward process to Understory 
Brewing LLC, c/o Corporate Filings of 
New York, 90 State Street, Suite 700, 
Office 40, Albany, NY  12207.  Purpose: 
any lawful business purpose for which 
LLCs may be organized under the law.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEEK-
SKILL HOLDINGS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on July 26, 2016. 
Office in Westchester County.  SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process to: 
Brendon Fitzgerald, 741 Shenandoah 
Ave., Peekskill, NY 10566. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LE-
ONE LLC. Art.of Org. filed with NY 
Secy of State (SSNY) on 11/30/16. Office  
location : Westchester County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to :  9 Cedar St. Tuck-
ahoe. NY 10707. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HARD-
BALL CONSULTING LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/01/2016. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
15 Bank St. #102A, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Kids 
in Sports II LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with SSNY on 07/11/16.  Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
1420 Second Avenue, New York, New  
York, 10021. Purpose:  Any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SIL-
VER RUSH PRODUCTIONS, LLC. 
ARTS Of ORG filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/05/2016. Office 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ANDY 
ROBLES LLC/A ROBLES LLC RE-
CENTLY WITH IRS. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on September 8th, 
2016. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 

continued on next pagecontinued on page 26
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Resulting from a variety of societal 
factors, the odds of a marriage ending in 
divorce have increased over the years, and 
today, are commonly believed to be at about 
50 percent. 

Divorce can have wide implications not 
just for couples but also for their children, 
and, of course, those involved in the 
dissolution of one union and the formation 
of another. 

I am referring to blended families – 
families where one or both spouses who 
have been married previously have children 
from earlier marriages, and may well have 
additional children from the new marriage. 
The “yours, mine and ours” blend of 
children and spouses can have important 
financial ramifications that go far beyond 
weekly grocery shopping and back-to-
school clothing purchases.

More than 50 percent of U.S. parents are 
remarried or re-coupled and about 1,300 
new stepfamilies form each day, 
according to data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau.  In nearly half 
of all stepfamilies, each parent 
brings one or more children to 
the marriage, and many may go on to have 
kids together. 

The Census Bureau data also shows that 

half of the nation’s 60 million children under 
the age of 13 now live with one biological 
parent and that parent’s current partner.

Besides the emotional and logistical 
challenges that blended families face, 
every financial step also needs careful 
consideration. For example, as with any 
marriage, it may be wise for the couple to 
consider a prenuptial agreement.

I realize that for many people the mere 
mention of a legal arrangement prior 
to marriage vows can take much of the 
romance out of the situation. However, 
particularly for blended families, there may 
be additional considerations on several 
fronts, including financial.

A prenuptial agreement clearly lists all the 
assets and property with which each partner 
enters the union. It also affords each spouse 
an opportunity to specify that a savings 
account or family business is bequeathed to 
a child rather than automatically going to 

the surviving spouse.
There also are other matters 

to take into account in blended 
families. For instance, based 
on the above Census Bureau 

statistics, millions of households include 
children who travel between their primary 
residences on weekends and vacations to 

visit another parent as a result of 
custody arrangements. 

Thus, careful consideration 
and planning may be necessary. 
Where will holidays be spent? 
Who is picking up whom 
from which activity? Not only 
does this require a masterful 
understanding of logistics, but all 
of the traveling takes time – and 
time is money – not to mention 
gasoline. 

Joint custody arrangements can impose a 
financial burden on a new couple, especially 
if former spouses have moved out of state, 
yet still maintain regular contact with their 
children.

Even, or perhaps especially, after the 
children have reached the age of majority 
there can be complicated financial 
considerations. The prenuptial agreement 
can help in this regard if, when looking into 
college financial aid for instance, the college 
may agree to remove one spouse’s assets 
from the equation. Even so, the nature of a 
divorce agreement could result in additional 
paperwork requirements – or snafus.

For some couples who have children 
living primarily at another parent’s house, 
or are away at college, consideration may 

be given to the nature of the 
financial support each spouse 
will provide. Parents who decide 
to separate the expenses of some 
members of their blended family 
may consider creating separate 
accounts to keep track of each 
individual, a challenge even 
in small families. There also 
should be emergency funds for 
unexpected costs. 

Estate planning should also 
be part of any financial arrangement. And 
there always are taxes, which can be offset to 
some degree by deductions for dependents 
– another potentially complicated matter, 
and one that may be worth a consultation 
with a reliable accountant or tax attorney.

A second marriage can be a terrific 
opportunity for a second chance in life. 
But like any successful venture, it will take 
work, planning and knowledge. Love is a 
“many splendored thing” as the song says, 
but it has a better shot of working out if the 
financial issues are settled before the couple 
says “I Do.”

Peter Chieco is a financial adviser with 
the Global Wealth Management Division of 
Morgan Stanley in Greenwich, Conn. He can 
be reached at 203-625-4897. 

FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER
    In the Matter of a Proceeding Under Article 10 
                       of the Family Court Act 

                                                                   
NORIEK MONTGOMERY (CIN#              )                       

Docket No. NN-12210-16
F/U No. 148105 

A Child Under Eighteen Years of  Age                             
Alleged to be Neglected by                                                                 

SUMMONS ZENAIDA DIAZ, 
(Child Neglect Case) Respondent.

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR 
CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER CARE MAY RESULT 
IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO YOUR 
CHILD(REN).  IF YOUR CHILD(REN) STAYS 
IN FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST RE-
CENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGENCY MAY BE 
REQUIRED BY LAW TO FILE A PETITION(S) 
TO TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS 
AND TO COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND 
CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) TO THE 
AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOP-
TION.  IN SOME CASES, THE AGENCY MAY 
FILE BEFORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH 
PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR REPEATED CHILD 
ABUSE IS PROVEN BY CLEAR AND CON-
VINCING EVIDENCE, THIS FINDING MAY 
CONSTITUTE THE BASIS TO TERMINATE 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COM-
MIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTODY OF 
YOUR CHILD(REN) TO THE AGENCY FOR 
THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION.  
UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT MAY 
ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETER-
MINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 
PARENT(s) SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A 
RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT DETERMINES 
THE CHILD(REN) SHOULD BE REMOVED 
FROM HIS/HER HOME, THE COURT MAY 
ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DETER-
MINE WHETHER THE NON-RESPONDENT 

PARENT(s) SHOULD BE SUITABLE CUS-
TODIANS FOR THE CHILD(REN); IF THE 
CHILD(REN) IS PLACED AND REMAINS 
IN FOSTER CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE 
MOST RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS, 
THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE 
A PETITION(S) FOR TERMINATION OF PA-
RENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PARENT(s) AND 
COMMITMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND 
CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN) FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF ADOPTION, EVEN IF THE 
PARENT(s) WERE NOT NAMED AS  
RESPONDENTS IN THE CHILD NEGLECT 
OR ABUSE PROCEEDING. 
A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS THE 
RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPORARY OR  
PERMANENT CUSTODY OF THE 
CHILD(REN) AND TO SEEK  
ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION RIGHTS  
WITH THE CHILD(REN).
BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT(S) 
WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS FOUND AT 
and to [specify name(s) and address(es) and 
relationship to child(ren)]:  
A Petition under Article 10 of the Family Court 
Act having been filed with this Court, and 
annexed hereto
YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY 
SUMMONED to appear before this Court at 111 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., 3rd Floor 
Annex, White Plains, New York 10601, on  
February 3, 2017, at 3:00 pm o’clock in the 
morning afternoon of that day to answer the 
petition and to be dealt with in accordance with 
Article 10 of the Family Court Act.
Upon your failure to appear as herein directed 
a warrant may be issued for your arrest and/or 
the Court may proceed to Inquest and hear and 
determine the petition as provided by law. 
Dated:  December 2, 2016.

__/s/______

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored investment advice. 
The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of  a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and 

objectives. Investing involves risks and there is always the potential of  losing money when you invest. Morgan Stanley and its Financial Advisors do not provide tax or legal advice. The views expressed herein 
are those of  the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of  Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, member SIPC. 

By Peter Chieco

The Prudent 
Portfolio

Blended Families Ought to Address Myriad Financial Issues
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Tuesday, Dec. 20
Point Insurance Reduction Program 

Defensive Driving Course. This state-
approved six-hour course saves drivers 10 
percent on liability and collision portions 
of their auto insurance premium for three 
years and removes up to four point from 
the insurance. Will be offered once or 
twice a month throughout 2016. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 3 to 9 p.m. $55. Seniors 
and military personnel (active or retired): 
$25. Info and registration: 646-413-3295 
or visit www.drivercourse.net. 

Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 
with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

Westchester’s Winter Wonderland. 
A gala celebration of the season with a 
spectacular light show, visits with Santa, 
rides, vendors, food and ice skating. 
Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla. 5 to 9 p.m. 
$15 per person. Children (5 and under): 
Free. Daily through Jan. 2 (except Dec. 24 
and 25). Sunday through Thursday 5 to 9 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays 5 to 10 p.m. 
Info: Visit www.winterwonderland.com.

Candlelight House Tours. Tour the 
1820s retirement home of Founding Father 
John Jay and discover what the winter 
holiday season would have been like for Jay 
and his family. Period decorations, historic 
foods and candlelight help celebrate the 
season. In the gallery, a specially curated 
exhibition will feature holiday-themed 
artifacts used by multiple generations 
of the Jay family. John Jay Homestead, 
400 Jay St. (Route 22), Katonah. Tours 
at 5, 5:30, 6, 6:30 and 7 p.m. Adults: $15. 
Seniors, students and Friends of John 
Jay Homestead members: $12. Children: 
$5. Also Dec. 21 and 22. Reservations 
required. Info and reservations: Visit www.
johnjayhomestead.org/events.

Chappaqua Library Board of Trustees 
Meeting. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave, Chappaqua. 7:45 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-238-4779.

Wednesday, Dec. 21
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-oriented 
entrepreneurs and business leaders. Come 
be a guest any Wednesday to learn more 
about this world-class business training 
and referral program. Mount Kisco Coach 

Diner, 252 E. Main St., Mount. 7:30 to 
8:30 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. RSVP 
suggested. Info and RSVP: Contact Julie 
Genovesi at 303-929-7203 or e-mail julie@
eurobella.net or just drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one exciting 
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, 
awe-inspiring movements meant to engage 
and captivate for life. For all fitness levels. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. Every Monday and Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. Drop in 
or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 
Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-up. Whether you 

just gave birth to your first or fourth child, 
join us and enjoy time to meet and chat 
with other new moms in the Romperee 
Indoor Playground. This is not a structured 
class, but rather an opportunity to hang out 
with your new baby. We also invite guest 
speakers to come and share their expertise 
about various topics that interest parents of 
new babies. World Cup Schools, 160 Hunts 
Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday through June 21, 2017. 
Info: 914-238-9267.

Adult Coloring Club. It’s a relaxing, 
analog stress-reducer that can give you a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. The library 
provides colored pencils and intricate 
mandala patterns, just bring your 
creativity. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 

continued on page 28

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 122016
continued from previous page

be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 17 
Limerick St., Stamford, CT 06902. Pur-
pose: Landscaping and hardscaping.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

ACTIVE ADULTS (AGES 55+):  Tired 
of living alone? Want to share your house 
(or someone else’s) in upper Westches-
ter? Join the Cohousing Exchange: 
www.cohousingexchange.com.  Home-
owners and housemates welcome. Credit 
& background checks req’d.

REAL ESTATE
ABANDONED FARM! 26 acres! 
$49,900 Gorgeous acreage with views, 
nice pond, in a Perfect country setting! 
Quiet town road with utilities! EZ terms! 
888-905-8847

LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acres 
assessed value- $95,700 Available now 
for $89,900! Catskill Mountain views, 
woods, fields, apple trees, great hunting! 
3 hrs NY City! Owner terms! 888-479-
3394

SCHOOLS/TRAINING
O.S.H.A. 10 Hr. Outreach COMPLI-
ANCE SAFETY TRAINING CON-
STRUCTION (IN ENGLISH) HELD 
AT THE ELKS LODGE #2101 RT. 
22 Brewster or company facility’s Put-
nam, Westchester, Duchess, CT Must 
pre- Register 845-743-5324 EMAIL-
macarcich@gmail.com Authorized Out-
reached trainer #1285-C0100219

TUTORING
WHY HIRE TWO TUTORS? Algebra, 
Chem., Bio, Earth Science. 15 years of 
experience in multi schools req. West-
chester Community College Senior Tu-
tor. Your home or mine (914) 525-8966.

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AAR-
ON AT 914-654-1683

To Place a Classified Ad Call 
914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next week’s publication

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

 continued from page 24
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By Martin Wilbur
Second careers are commonplace today. 

Grace Gibbons and Francesca Carter are 
proving that pursuing something you 
enjoy can provide gratification and success.

The emergence of their company, 
Gracefully Done, blended their love of 
gardening, flowers and creative design 
while being able to work for themselves 
close to home. 

Gibbons, who formerly worked at 
Montefiore Hospital, started the venture 
on her own in 2012, first as Grace’s Garden 
& Landscape Design.

Meanwhile, Carter, who spent her career 
commuting to the city to marketing and 
design jobs, joined Gibbons in business the 
following year. The two women, friends 
since their children went to preschool 
together at the Friends Meeting House 
in Chappaqua, over the past few years 
have morphed most of the business from 
outdoor floral and landscape design to 
creating floral arrangements for special 
events, including weddings, anniversaries, 
Bar and Bat Mitvahs, corporate events and 
retirement parties throughout the tristate 
area.

“I always wanted to do this,” Carter 
said. “I’ve been in design most of my life, 
marking and design, all kinds of things, so 
I think that it just felt like it was something 
that I always wanted to do.”

In preparation, Gibbons and Carter took 
floral design courses.

“We always loved doing flowers and 
arrangements at our church,” said Gibbons, 
who still lives in Chappaqua while Carter 
has moved to Pound Ridge. “So, we took 
the courses at the American Institute of 
Floral Designers and from there we kept 
going on.”

What now sets apart their business 
apart are special events. A lot of their jobs 
are theme-based, particularly weddings 
where today’s brides want personalized 
arrangements that are meaningful to 
them and is a form of self-expression. One 
wedding featured a farm theme, while 
another bride wanted cherry blossoms, 
even though it was October, which forced 
Carter and Gibbons to improvise.

“You can put flowers anywhere but if 
you put it around a theme or a feeling, an 
environment, it’s so much more interesting 
and more fun to do,” Carter said.

Licensed out of Chappaqua, Gracefully 
Done now does much of its preparation at 
their Pound Ridge studio.

Despite their love for flower arranging, 
Gibbons and Carter still do some outdoor 
work. After all, many local residents 
learned about their beautiful designs when 
they did work for Aura Salon on King 
Street in Chappaqua. Through the salon’s 
customers, referrals and word of mouth, 
they quickly gained clients.

In fact, Gracefully Done contribute their 
talents to one or two properties a year for 

the annual Castles of New Castle tours.
They’re returning to their roots for 

something special in 2017. Fans of 
HGTV’s popular Property Brothers’ show 
“Buying & Selling,” will be able to take 
in Gibbons’ and Carter’s talents for the 
upcoming spring season. They created and 
staged more than 100 arrangements for six 
different houses in Eastchester, Ossining, 
Scarsdale, Suffern, White Plains and 
Yorktown Heights for the six shows that 
will begin airing in April. 

Gibbons said after sending off an inquiry 
to the Property Brothers, they were thrilled 
to be selected, even more so when they 
were retained for all of next season’s shows. 
They’re optimistic that the exposure will 
further publicize their talents.

“The liked us so much they gave us a 
budget for the next five episodes and we 
did the whole season,” Gibbons said. 

While sometimes being in business 
together can test a friendship, that isn’t the 
case with Gibbons and Carter. Carter said 
the best part is that when they’re working 
on the creative side of the job, it’s an equal 
collaboration.

“We bring different skills and I think that 
helps us a lot,” she said. “Sometimes Grace 
takes the lead, sometimes I take the lead. 
But when it comes to actually creating, we 
do that together.”

To learn more about Gracefully Done 
and the work Gibbons and Carter do, call 
914-523-8766 or visit www.gracefullydone-
ny.com.

Bu
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Week
Gracefully Done

Chappaqua

Grace Gibbons, left, and Francesca Carter of  
Gracefully Done, an event floral and landscape 
design business.
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and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Separation/Divorce Support Group. 
A new group for men and women 
separated, in the process of separating 
or post-divorce. Establishes a safe place 
where attendees can deal with the pain 
and loneliness brought about by the 
ending of a significant relationship. This 
nondenominational group will use the 
12 Steps to focus on its members and 
the choices made to cope and adjust. 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, 15 
S. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. $10. Every 
Wednesday. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Ilene Amiel at 914-980-0898 or e-mail 
12stepdivorcegroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.meetup.com/Mount-Kisco-12-step-
Separation-Divorce-Support-Meetup. 

“The Beatles: Eight Days a Week – 
The Touring Years.” A return screening 
for a very special evening with two-time 
Academy Award-winning filmmaker 
– and Jacob Burns Film Center board 
member – Ron Howard. Working with 
Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr, Yoko Ono 
Lennon and Olivia Harrison, Howard 
created this fascinating behind-the-scenes 
documentary look at the early years of 
The Beatles (1962–66). Jacob Burns Film 
Center, 364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 
7:30 p.m. Members: $20. Non-members: 
$25. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Thursday, Dec. 22
Knitting Circle. This group is open to 

everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday (except 
Dec. 26 and Jan. 2). Info: 914-273-3887.

John Jay Homestead Historic Site 
Holiday Tour. Tour the 1820s retirement 
home of Founding Father John Jay and 
discover what the winter holiday season 
would have been like for Jay and his family. 
Period decorations, historic foods and 
candlelight help celebrate the season. In 
the gallery, a specially curated exhibition 

will feature holiday-themed artifacts 
used by multiple generations of the Jay 
family. John Jay Homestead, 400 Jay St., 
(Route 22), Katonah. Tours at 1, 2 and 3 
p.m. Adults: $7. Seniors and students: $5. 
Children (under 12) and Friends of John 
Jay Homestead members: Free. Also, Dec, 
23, 24, 29, 30 and 31. Info: Visit www.
johnjayhomestead.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

“Fences.” Adapted from August Wilson’s 
Pulitzer Prize- and Tony Award-winning 
play and directed by Denzel Washington. 
Washington and Viola Davis reprise their 
stage roles, for which they both received 
Tony awards, and also starring Stephen 
McKinley Henderson, who received a 
best supporting actor nomination for 
the Broadway production. Wilson wrote 
“Fences” as one of 10 plays in a seminal series 
that charts the black American experience 
throughout the 20th century. Followed by 
a post-screening Q&A with Henderson. 
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Members: $15. Non-
members: $20. Info and tickets: Visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

“The Gift of the Magi.” An adaptation 
of O. Henry’s classic, adapted and directed 
by Bram Lewis. The intermission will 
consist of a singing session replete with 
cookies and carols. The Schoolhouse 
Theater, 3 Owens Rd., Croton Falls. 8 p.m. 
Adults: $38. Seniors: $35. Also Dec. 23, 29, 
30 and 31 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 25 and Jan. 1 
at 3 p.m. Info and tickets: 914-277-8477 or 
visit www.schoolhousetheater.org. 

Friday, Dec. 23
Zumba. Low-impact Zumba with Amy. 

A great dance fitness workout for those who 
like to sweat, sizzle and tone while moving 
to the beat of exhilarating rhythms with 
a low impact/high intensity approach. A 
perfect class for those who need to protect 
vulnerable body parts such as knees, 
shoulders and back. Try a free trial class. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to 
noon. Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. Info: Call or 

text the instructor at 914-643-6162.
“It’s a Wonderful Life.” The screening 

of Frank Capra’s holiday classic for the 
entire family. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. Noon. 
Members: $8. Non-members: $13. 
Students (with valid I.D.): $9. Children (13 
and under): $7.50. Shown daily through 
Dec. 29 at noon. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org. 

Christmas Tree Sale. The North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 will again be 
selling Christmas trees this holiday season. 
Trees are priced according to size and 
type. Proceeds to benefit the North White 
Plains Fire Co. No. 1. North White Plains 
Firehouse, 621 N. Broadway, North White 
Plains. 4 to 8 p.m. Free parking. Also Dec. 
24 from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. (unless sold out) 
Info: 914-949-3575 or e-mail ncsfd1@
optonline.net.

Saturday, Dec. 24
Christmas Tree Sale. Wreaths and roping 

will also be available. First Congregational 
Church of Chappaqua, 210 Orchard Ridge 
Rd., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Every 
Saturday and Sunday until Christmas. 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Info: 914-238-4411 or visit 
www.fcc-chappaqua.org.

Christmas Eve Services. There will 
be two services, the first for families, the 
second a candlelight service of lessons 
and carols. All welcome. Pleasantville 
Presbyterian Church, 400 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. Family service at 7 p.m. 
Candlelight service at 11 p.m. Info: 914-
769-0458 or visit www.pvillepresby.org

Tuesday, Dec. 27
Music & Movement. Shake, shimmy 

and dance. For children two to five years 
old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 11:45 a.m. 
Free. Every Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Wednesday, Dec. 28
Support Group for Alzheimer’s 

Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide a 
place for caregivers to discuss their feelings, 
share their experiences and support one 
another. A specialist from the Alzheimer’s 
Association will lead the group and provide 
educational materials and information. All 
welcome. Temple Shaaray Tefila’s Youth 
Lounge, 89 Baldwin Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact the 
Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-3900 or 
visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley. 

Thursday, Dec. 29
Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 

story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 

share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Saturday, Dec. 31
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

Pleasantville Farmers Market is the 
largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester and the one voted “Best 
of Westchester” in 2014 to 2016 by the 
readers of Westchester Magazine. With 
over 40 vendors participating in the indoor 
market, the delicious good time continues. 
Pleasantville Middle School, 40 Romer 
Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday through Mar. 25. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

New Year’s Eve Celebration. A 
gala celebration is in store for revelers 
here. Come for a culinary feast, see the 
sensational musical “Saturday Night Fever” 
live on stage, dance into the night with the 
Tuxedo Parc Orchestra, and at the stroke 
of midnight, raise a glass of bubbly to the 
new year. Westchester Broadway Theatre, 1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
$370 per couple (tax, gratuity and parking 
included). Info and reservations: 914-592-
2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Shadows of the Sixties: A Tribute to 
Motown’s Super Groups. A show that 
pays tribute to the tremendous legacy 
of Motown’s Super Groups, including 
The Supremes, The Four Tops and the 
Temptations. A highly interactive and 
visually stunning production featuring top 
industry musicians and singers dressed 
in exquisitely designed costumes and 
dazzling choreography. The evening is 
capped off with a jaw-dropping grand 
finale featuring the music of Smokey 
Robinson, Marvin Gaye, The Marvelettes, 
Junior Walker & The All Stars, Stevie 
Wonder, Gladys Knight & The Pips, The 
Contours and more. Paramount Hudson 
Valley, 1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 7 and 
10 p.m. $45.75, $57.19 and $74.34. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Monday, Jan. 2
Telephone Support Group for Women 

With Metastatic Breast Cancer. This 
Support Connection group offers the 
opportunity to share information and 
experiences with women across the 
country who are living with breast cancer. 
Share information and experiences. 
Confidentially discuss concerns and gain 
support from others who understand 
from the comfort of home. Open to 
women nationwide living with recurrent, 
advanced stage or metastatic breast cancer. 
8 p.m. Free. First Monday of each month. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Contact Support Connection 
at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

continued from page 26
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

The New York State Department 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and the 
New York State Department of Health 
(DOH) are encouraging eligible New 
York residents to consider giving the 
gift of life by enrolling in the New York 
State Donate Life Registry this holiday 
season. 

As a registered organ donor, New York 
residents have the option to provide 
organ, eye and tissue donations through 
the statewide registry. Tissue donated 
by one person can positively impact the 
lives of more than 50 other people and 
each organ donor can save as many as 
eight lives.

“As the holidays approach, one of 
the most selfless things that we as New 
Yorkers can do is give the gift of life to 
someone in need,” said DMV Executive 
Deputy Commissioner Terri Egan. 
“At DMV, we directly interact with 
thousands of New Yorkers every day and 
the opportunities to make a difference 
are endless. The New York State Donate 

Life Registry is a critical resource that 
allows New Yorkers to have a positive 
impact on someone else’s life.”

“The holidays are a perfect time 
to remind New Yorkers to consider 
making an organ donation that could 
one day save someone’s life,” said Health 
Commissioner Dr. Howard A. Zucker. 
“Being a registered organ donor can 
have a huge impact on many people who 
may be dealing with devastating injuries 
or illness. We are so grateful to the 4.3 
million New Yorkers already enrolled to 
become donors and encourage others to 
consider doing the same.”

According to data provided by 
OrganDonor.gov, about 119,000 people 
are currently waiting for a lifesaving 
transplant, including 10,000 New 
Yorkers. On average, 22 people die 
every day in the United States from 
causes that could have been treated 
with a donated organ. Without donor 
registration, families are left to make 
the decision about donation in what is 

often the worst moment of their lives 
– the sudden and unexpected loss of a 
loved one.

In 2012, DMV and DOH announced 
a new way to enroll in the state’s Organ 
and Tissue Donor Registry online 
through MyDMV. During the online 
signup process, prospective donors will 
be required to provide basic information 
found on their license or non-driver ID 
including date of birth, zip code and the 
last four digits of their Social Security 
number. Procedures and controls built 
into this process ensure authenticity, 
integrity, security and confidentiality.

The New York State Donate Life 
Registry is a confidential, computerized 
system that maintains a list of an 
individual’s consent to donate his or 
her organs upon death. Under state 
law, the registry can only be accessed 
to determine an individual’s donation 
status after death and only by a 
federally approved organ procurement 
organization or licensed eye and tissue 

bank. Enrolling to be an organ donor 
will not affect one’s medical care and/
or funeral arrangements, and there is no 
cost to the donor’s family.

To become a registered donor in 
New York State, residents must be 
18 years old. In 2017, legislation will 
go into effect authorizing 16- and 
17-year-olds to become organ donors. 
Applicants can register when obtaining 
or renewing a driver license or non-
driver identification card by signing the 
donor box that appears on DMV forms. 
Prospective donors can also register 
through DMV by completing an online 
registration form at my.dmv.gov.

In addition, New Yorkers can register 
through the New York State Health 
Department’s website, http://www.
health.ny.gov/donatelife, or on your 
voter registration form.

For more information on organ 
donation, visit www.health.ny.gov/
professionals/patients/donation/organ/

How New Yorkers Can Register for Organ Donation This Holiday Season

By Janine Kampinga Berlin
The holiday season is an important time to 

reflect on one thing that’s easy to take for granted 
when you’re caring for an elderly loved one – 
yourself.

An AARP and National Alliance for Caregiving 
study estimates that family caregivers spend 
nearly 25 hours per week providing care, with 
one in four caregivers spending at least 41 
hours per week. Caregivers who live with the 
person they care for, the study shows, also tally 
more than 40 hours per week of care. For many 
Americans, family caregiving has become a full-
time job, often on top of other employment and 
parenting responsibilities. 

As a registered home care nurse, with 
the Visiting Nurse Service of New York in 
Westchester, I often work with frail, elderly 
patients who depend on family caregivers to 
provide at least some of their care or assistance 
with the activities of daily living. That means 
that helping family caregivers practice good self-
care sometimes becomes a part of my job, too, 
because if a caregiver doesn’t take care of herself 
or himself, he or she can’t be there to care for 
someone else. 

Here are a few guidelines to keep in mind if the 
description above sounds familiar to you.
Take Care of Your Own Health

Try to get some exercise every day, even if it 
means just a few short walks or doing a yoga video 
in your living room. Keep your own doctor’s 
appointments. Many caregivers are so busy taking 
their family members to appointments that they 
don’t take care of their own health. Remember 
to get a flu shot, a cholesterol screening, blood 
pressure check and other annual exams. 

Seek Training and Resources 
When caring for an elderly loved one with 

multiple chronic conditions, you may need 
to develop new skills such as learning how to 
change dressings on wounds, 
assisting with mobility 
issues or managing multiple 
medications. Consult your 
physician or a licensed home 
health care professional to 
learn how to move your 
family member safely and 
avoid injury. Grab bars, raised 
toilet seats and other assistive 
devices may be helpful and 
covered by insurance as well.  
Remember: You are Part of 
Your Family Member’s Care 
Team 

Particularly if you have 
professional home care 
services in place, clinicians want 
to hear your feedback, since you are the one who 
knows what’s going on when they’re not there. If 
you have a concern, raise it. More often than not, 
your instincts are correct and your health care 
providers can help improve the situation. 
Don’t Try to Go It Alone

Daily caregiving can be demanding, 
overwhelming, and isolating.  If someone offers 
to help, take it. CaringBridge and SharetheCare.
org are models that help people pool efforts to 
ease the burden on family caregivers and help 
those without family nearby.   
Join a Caregiver Support Group

Connecting with others in similar situations 
can be one of the best ways to manage your own 

emotions and prevent burnout and depression. 
If you can’t leave your family member at home, 
there may be online or telephone support groups 
available that will provide helpful connections 

to other caregivers who 
understand what you’re 
going through and can share 
resources and insights from 
their own experience.
Give Yourself a Break

This can be a hard one 
for many family caregivers. 
But most communities have 
resources through home 
health care agencies, or even 
churches and community 
groups, that can help you take 
short breaks for “you time.” 
It’s important to try to make 
time at least once a week to 
meet a friend for bowling or 

a movie, take an exercise class, 
go for a long walk or just enjoy a few minutes 
of quiet time. Your local agency on aging may 
have resources to bring in home health services, 
or you may be able to place your family member 
in an adult day care program for a few hours. 

This holiday season, take a few minutes to 
reflect and consider whether or not you’re doing 
enough to tend to your own needs. 

For more information about the Visiting Nurse 
Service of New York, call 1-866-632-2557 or visit 
www.VNSNY.org.

Janine Kampinga Berlin is a registered nurse for 
the nonprofit Visiting Nurse Service of New York 
who cares for patients throughout Westchester.

A Nurse’s Checklist for Family Caregivers During the Holidays
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In pondering 
a theme for this 
week’s column, 
I concluded this 
would be a good 
juncture to offer 
choice tidbits to 
help navigate the 
wide world of wine. 

No travelogue, 
no tasting notes, 

no recounting of the latest wine fraud. 
No post-truth revelations or fake wine 
news headlines. Just the facts to help you 
make better wine choices and to better 
understand the underlying logic behind 
the art and science of wine. 

So here are 10 random factoids, choice 
nuggets to elevate your game or to 
supplement your memory banks. Some of 
you will consider these to be revelatory; 
others may have a tell-me-something-I-
don’t-already-know reaction. 
1. Always clear your palate before you 

taste a wine. Previous foods in your 
mouth will influence your experience 
with a wine. You will not enjoy a 
Cabernet Sauvignon if you just 
finished off a bag of salty chips.

2. Wine is best experienced when paired 
with food. Together in your mouth, 
a “new” flavor is created. Remember 
that regional wines evolved over 

the centuries as accompaniments 
to regional foods, not as stand-
alone expressions of a grape. I have 
changed my opinion of a wine once 
it interplayed with the flavors and 
aromas of a food dish.

3. How many times has sparkling wine 
foamed out of the glass as you are 
pouring? Tricks: tilt the glass and pour 
down the side or pour a small amount 
first and let it settle, then fill the glass. 

4. Aromas dominate your appreciation 
of a wine. Our physiology has five 
elements of taste and over 10,000 
elements of aroma. 

5. Corollary to number 4 above: swirling 
the wine in your glass releases the 
aromas and bouquet more quickly. 
Always swirl; it’s functional, not 
snobbery. 

6. Sub corollary to number 4: Don’t fill 
your glass more than a third of the way. 
It allows the aromas to concentrate in 
the other two-thirds. Swirl a glass that 
has curved sides and rim. It funnels 
and therefore concentrates the aromas 
toward your nose as you sip the wine. 

7. Don’t swallow too soon. Hold the wine 
in your mouth for a few seconds and 
“chew” it. This will allow the wine to 
coat the sensory areas of your tongue 
and mouth, enhancing your ability to 
appreciate the many nuances of the 

wine. 
8. Red wine is healthier than white wine. 

The red grape skins that ferment with 
the juice contain compounds that are 
powerful antioxidants. One of these, 
resveratrol, has been proven to be a 
key to our overall health.

9. All grape juice is white (with one or 
two minor exceptions). Red wines 
derive their color from the grape skins, 
which are fermented with the juice 
and thereby impart the familiar color 
to the wine. Corollary: Red grapes 
can produce a white 
wine; just remove 
the skins before 
fermentation begins. 
A classic example 
is sparkling wine, 
which invariably is 
produced from some 
or all red grapes. 
Brut Champagne 
is part Chardonnay and part Pinot 
Noir and/or Pinot Meunier; Blanc 
de Noir (White from Black) on the 
label signifies only red grapes were 
vinified in the production of the 
wine; Blanc de Blanc – you’ve got it – 
only Chardonnay was vinified. Rosé 
Champagne signifies that the skins 
of the red grapes used in production 
were allowed to sit with the fermenting 

juice for a very short period, just long 
enough to infuse a light red/pink color 
to the wine.

10. Need to chill a bottle of wine quickly? 
Don’t put it in the fridge or the freezer. 
Rather, place it in an ice bucket filled 
one-quarter with water and the 
remainder with ice. Fill as high as 
possible in order to surround the neck 
of the bottle. Add a hearty pinch of 
kosher salt, wait 10 minutes, open and 
pour. 

Feel free to refer to these facts 
whenever you wish to 
impress friends with 
your wine knowledge, 
but most importantly to 
better understand the 
fundamental precepts 
and practical wisdom of 
wine appreciation. 

Nick Antonaccio is 
a 40-year Pleasantville 

resident. For over 20 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a 
member of the Wine Media Guild of wine 
writers. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

For The Special Person(s) 
In Your Life

A Holiday Gift
A Customized 

Wine Appreciation Class 
In The Comfort Of Your Home
We Bring The Knowledge, The Wine, The Food 

And The Tasting Glasses

Learn From A Hands-On Educator With In-Depth Experience 
In Instructional Seminars, 

Private Tastings And Wine-Related Travel
Your Choice: Select The Scope Of The Class To Suit Individual 

Preferences or We Will Help Design The Class. 

Available For Single Classes of Three Hours.
If You’re Interested In A More Extensive Experience, 

A Package Of Five Evening Classes Is Available

We Also Conduct GROUP Wine Tastings, 
and Customized WINE TRIPS To All Major Wine Regions  

Have Corkscrew, Will Travel 
Contact: Nick Antonaccio: 914.769.2345 

or NickA@WineAdventuresLLC.com

Sharing Nuggets of Wine Truths, Tasting Axioms and Useful Corollaries



December 20 - December 26, 2016 The Examiner32

ED
 E

LL
IO

TT
 P

HO
TO

S

Pleasantville High School 
Honors Chorus Camerata and 
the Chamber of Commerce’s 
Holiday Instrumental Ensemble 
play during the Dec. 10 Music in 
the Village event.

Sounds of the Season

   

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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