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Beware of Bear

Star Sophomore Maddie Plank
Helps Lead Briarcliff Over Hunter
in the Bears’ Booster Club Tourney



December 13 - December 19, 2016 The ExaminerS-2

By Andy Jacobs
It’s been a few years since the Briarcliff 

boys’ basketball team was forced to sit 
and watch while a visiting team collected 
the winner’s trophy at the Bears’ annual 
holiday tournament. 

But that’s just what happened on 
Saturday night as Section Nine’s 
Spackenkill Spartans put an end to the 
Bears’ two-year reign as champions of 
the Briarcliff Booster Club Basketball 
Tournament with a thrilling 64-63 
overtime victory in the title game. Senior 
guard Camron Abalos scored a game-
high 24 points and earned most valuable 
player honors as the Spartans from 
Dutchess County edged the defending 
Section One, Class B champions.  

“We want to play teams that we feel 
are very competitive and we knew 
Spackenkill was a very competitive team,” 
said Bears head coach Cody Moffett 
afterwards. “That’s why we invited them. 
You see a great game like that. We just 
came up short today and what would be 
a beautiful thing is if we see them again.”

That would be in the state playoffs in 
March, of course. For now, Bears fans 
will have to be content with what they 
witnessed at this past weekend’s battle 
between two evenly-matched teams that 
were tied at halftime and then exchanged 
the lead half a dozen times in the third 
quarter. 

The Bears went to the fourth quarter 
trailing by one point, then had to 
overcome a six-point deficit in the final 
couple of minutes to force the four-minute 
overtime session. Junior guard Jack 
Ryan, who led Briarcliff with 16 points, 
connected on a 3-pointer out of the right 
corner with 12 seconds remaining to tie 
the contest. 

When the Spartans’ Abalos misfired 
on a fallaway jumper at the buzzer, the 
game headed to overtime. Unfortunately 
for the Bears, they never regained the 

lead. A 3-pointer 
by Tucker Lee 
45 seconds 
into the extra 
session was soon 
followed by the 
bouncy Abalos’ 
scoop to the 
hoop that gave 
the Spartans a 
quick five-point 
advantage that 
Briarcliff never 
recovered from.  

Briarcliff 
junior forward 
Jackson 
Gonseth, who 
finished with 15 
points, scored 
on a put-back 
with 5.9 seconds 
remaining, 
moving the 
Bears within 63-
60. But Spackenkill’s Andrew Moreira, 
after badly missing the first of two free 
throws with 4.7 seconds to go, then sank 
the second one to give the Spartans a 
four-point lead. 

That was just enough because the 
Bears’ Ryan drilled another 3-point shot, 
this time from the left corner, as the 
buzzer sounded. Briarcliff was left with 
a disappointing one-point loss in a game 
they had led by nine points late in the first 
quarter. The Bears scored 22 points in the 
opening period, but managed just 10 in 
the second and eight in the fourth.

“I think we settled for the threes way 
too many times,” said Moffett. “And then 
what was frustrating more so was we 
weren’t able to execute things we said in 
the huddle going out onto the court. But 
I put that on myself. I always put it on 
me that I’ve got to prepare us a little bit 
better than that. It’s just frustrating for 
our seniors that they can’t get a chance to 
win the Booster Club Tournament their 

senior year.”
The Spartans, despite their big front line 

and a standout playmaking guard, only 
led once the entire first half – on an Abalos 
3-pointer soon after the opening tip. The 
game was tied seven different times before 
halftime even though Spackenkill’s burly 
forward, Kyiev Bennermon, who wound 
up with 17 points, was whistled for his 
third foul early in the second quarter.

Jack Reish, who, along with sophomore 
Miles Jones, was named to the all-tourney 
team, led the Bears with seven points 
before intermission, but added just two 
more the rest of the way. Reish had scored 
17 of his game-high 22 points in the first 
half of Friday night’s 55-45 Briarcliff 
victory over Hastings in the tourney’s 
opening round. The Bears, who also got 
10 points from Ryan and nine from Jones, 
only led the Yellow Jackets by a 36-34 
margin after three quarters before finally 
taking command.

“You know, it’s still early,” said Moffett. 

“We’ve still got to work on some things 
as a group. But we’ll get better. We’ve 
got another quality team coming up in 
Woodlands. So, two very good teams 
back to back. We’ll have a nice week of 
practice and we’ll see how we respond on 
Friday.” 

Spackenkill Defeats the Bears in an Overtime Thriller

briarcliff’s Miles Jones, named to the all-
tourney team, dribbles across midcourt on 
saturday as spackenkill’s Andrew Moreira 
applies pressure.

bears sophomore guard Miles Jones guards 
tourney MVp camron Abalos of  spackenkill 
as coach cody Moffett looks on during the 
visiting spartans’ 64-63 overtime win.

briarcliff  senior guard Jack Reish rises 
for a corner jump shot in the 2016 
booster club tournament.

the bears’ Jack Ryan drives past spackenkill’s 
tucker Lee during saturday night’s tournament 
final.

briarcliff  forward spencer Mccann is surrounded by spackenkill’s Ezequiel de La cruz (left) and Andrew 
Moreira in saturday’s tournament title game.

the bears’ tucker Wexler searches for an open 
teammate in the first half  of  saturday’s booster 
club tournament championship game.
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By Andy Jacobs
The 2016-17 sectional playoffs are still a 

couple of months away, so Briarcliff girls’ 
basketball coach Don Hamlin is a bit 
reluctant to predict what his young and 
talented team might be able to accomplish 
once the regular season comes to an end. 

“Honestly, I don’t like talking about 
that,” he conceded early Saturday evening 
shortly after watching his Bears cruise to 
a fifth straight victory to start the new 
season. “I just want us to get better, and 
if we’re playing our best we’ll like our 
outcome.”

Hamlin wasn’t so sure the Bears had just 
played their best, but it was still more than 
enough to overwhelm the Hunter College 
Hawks 67-39 in the championship game 
of the 17th annual Briarcliff Booster Club 
Basketball Tournament. Alana Lombardi, 
Maddie Plank and Kacey Hamlin, the 
Bears’ trio of emerging young stars, 
combined for 43 points and a 14-0 spurt 
bridging the first and second quarters 
quickly turned the contest into a rout.

“They’ve all taken a big jump forward,” 
said Hamlin of the three girls leading 
the Briarcliff youth brigade. “They’re all 
much more mature players and they’re 
much stronger than they were. They work 
at it, so they should get better.”

The Bears only trailed Hunter once 
all afternoon, when Isabel Corpus, who 
finished with a game-high 18 points and 
had all seven of the Hawks’ points in the 
first quarter, connected on a 3-pointer to 
begin the day’s scoring. Briarcliff took the 
lead for good when senior forward Jackie 
Contento made a 15-foot jumper with 
four and a half minutes left in the opening 
period.

Two free throws by Lombardi, just a 
freshman but already with a full season 
of varsity basketball under her belt, in 
the final minute of the quarter began the 

Bears’ big blitz. A steal near midcourt and 
then a 35-foot heave that banked in as the 
buzzer sounded by another freshman, 
Julia Barbalato, gave Briarcliff a 16-7 lead 
after the first eight minutes. 

“I was watching the play,” said Hamlin, 
“and I was hoping we were attentive 
because they were trying to roll the ball 
in. We stepped in front and made a nice 
play. How often do you hit a 35, 40-footer? 
So it was pretty cool.”

Briarcliff used the momentum of 
Barbalato’s dazzling shot to then score 
the first nine points of the second quarter, 
getting a pair of buckets from Plank, later 
named the tournament’s most valuable 
player, and Hamlin, who along with 
Lombardi made the all-tourney team. 
The Bears’ lead stretched to 35-17 by 
halftime, coincidentally the same score 
at intermission 24 hours earlier in the 

opening round against Hastings. 
Lombardi scored eight of her team-high 

15 points in the third quarter, including 
an off-balance put-back basket with 5:35 
remaining that dropped through as she 
fell to the floor and gave the Bears’ their 
first 20-point lead of the game. Plank 
and Hamlin, who each wound up with 
14 points, both had four in the period, 
which ended with the Bears holding a 53-
28 cushion. 

In the fourth quarter, a steal and coast-
to-coast layup from Maya Celaj with 45 
seconds left on the clock gave the Bears 
a 30-point advantage for the first time. 
The youngest player on the Bears’ roster, 
Jordan Smith, provided four baskets and 
several blocked shots in the 
final period. She’s still in 
middle school. 

“Jordan’s an eighth grader,” 
said Hamlin about his lanky 
frontcourt newcomer. “She 
improves every day in 
practice. So we’re hoping by 
February she’s a real force.”

By then, the Bears should 
also have senior star Carly 
Fanelli back on the court 
after last season’s knee injury. 
Hamlin can only guess when 
she’ll make her return, but 
certainly is aware of what she 
brings to the team.

“I have no idea when she’ll 
be back,” he said. “I just know 
she’s a dynamic player and 
she’ll just make everybody 
else even that much better.”

So far, the Bears have 
managed just fine without 
her. In Friday afternoon’s first 
round of the tournament, 
they built a 30-point lead by 
the end of the third quarter 
en route to a 65-36 victory 

over Hastings. Plank scored 14 of her 
game-high 22 points in the third quarter. 
Lombardi finished with 18 points and 
Hamlin added 11, all of them coming 
in the opening quarter when Briarcliff 
outscored the Yellow Jackets 21-8.

“Our aspirations are really just to be as 
good as we can be,” said coach Hamlin, 
“and play the best we can in February. 
I thought that we were like a step slow 
today. But they found a way to grind it out. 
Last night (vs. Hastings) was probably the 
best we’ve played in a while. We were able 
to play really hard for four quarters. Just 
want to be able to do that all the time.”

Briarcliff Girls Breeze Past Hunter in Tournament Final

briarcliff  eighth-grader Jordan smith sets her 
sights on the rim as she awaits a rebound vs. 
visiting hunter college high school.

the bears’ Maya celaj heads to the hoop for an 
easy bucket in the fourth quarter of  saturday’s 
booster club tournament title game.

sophomore guard Kacey hamlin dribbles the 
ball during briarcliff’s lopsided tourney win over 
hunter late saturday afternoon.

briarcliff  senior Jackie contento tries to score inside during the 
first half  of  saturday’s tournament final.

the bears’ Alana Lombardi drives the right 
baseline in the second half  of  saturday’s 67-39 
victory over hunter in the annual booster club 
tournament.

briarcliff  sophomore guard Maddie plank sets up 
the bears’ offense in saturday’s tourney final vs. 
hunter college high school.
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briarcliff’s Maria capasso bumps the ball during a 
match early in the season.

byram hills’ Michaela Milano rises in an effort to 
block the ball.

Lizzie Evanko of  Greeley rises to hit the ball past 
Fox Lane’s Juliette Miranda during a match in 
bedford.

Kyra Aronne of  byram hills smacks the ball during 
a late-season home match.

Fox Lane’s Isabella pansini (left) and Juliette 
Miranda rise together trying to block the ball vs. 
the visiting Greeley Quakers.

Fox Lane’s brooke shepherd get set to serve 
during a Fox home match.

Valhalla’s sam Morillo battles above the top of  the 
net with Westlake’s Allie Iannucci during a Vikings’ 
home match.

Rachel brody of  pleasantville stays ready as she 
awaits a serve.

Greeley’s Katie thorsberg gets set to bump the 
ball.

horace Greeley’s Vivian Zymeck slams the ball 
past Fox Lane’s Milo Feldman.

V O L L E Y B A L L
2 0 1 6

A Look Back
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Kelli Kinlen of  Westlake reaches to bump the ball during the state 
regional match vs. section 9 champ spackenkill.

pleasantville’s Lily Rosenbaum sends the ball over 
the net as Westlake’s caleigh carr tries to stop her 
during a panther home match.

Fox Lane’s caroline scanlan tries to put the ball 
past Greeley’s Lizzie Evanko during a midseason 
match.

Grace Aldrich of  briarcliff  sends the ball over the net during a 
bears home match.

Milo Feldman of  Fox Lane is determined to slam 
the ball over the net in a home match vs. Greeley.

Kelly Martin of  Westlake concentrates on the ball 
during a home match vs. briarcliff.

Westlake’s sydney Roell rises high over the net to 
put the ball away in the Wildcats’ state regional 
victory over spackenkill.

celeste Alimonte of  byram hills returns the ball as 
teammate siobhan Lowe looks on during a bobcat 
home match.

Karoline nascimento of  Valhalla, flanked by teammate 
Jillian Ramalho, kneels to hit a return.

Andie steiner of  Greeley bumps the ball while teammate Katie 
thorsberg looks on during a Quaker road match.

Mia persico of  briarcliff  goes airborne as 
she serves the ball.
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Fox Lane’s Jared Goldstein gets set to blast a 
shot on goal in the first period of  saturday night’s 
game vs. Mt. pleasant.

Fox Lane eighth-grader charlie della penna 
sends a shot on goal in the opening period vs. 
Mt. pleasant.

Robert Lunder of  byram hills moves the puck up 
the right wing in Friday’s 5-0 win over Guilderland.

byram hills’ nicholas salandra has his eye on the 
goal as he carries the puck in Friday afternoon’s 
win over visiting Guilderland.

Will cohen of  byram hills prepares to pass the 
puck in Friday’s home win for the bobcats at the 
brewster Ice Arena.

Max pushkin of  Mt. pleasant and Michael bueti 
of  Fox Lane battle for possession in the second 
period at the Westchester skating Academy.

Kyle dearborn of  the Mt. pleasant Ice cats 
searches for a teammate to pass the puck to vs. 
Fox Lane.

Mt. pleasant’s Joseph Raphael shoots the puck from the right point in saturday’s come-from-behind 5-4 
win over Fox Lane.

Eric Maiorano of  Fox Lane races after the puck during saturday’s road game vs. the Ice cats at the 
Westchester skating Academy.

Mt. pleasant’s Vincent spaziante skates past Fox Lane’s charlie della penna in saturday night’s 5-4 Ice 
cat victory.
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Pace Edged 
in Home Loss 

to Adelphi

Sports Wrap

Quakers 
Lose to 

Visiting 
Rams

the Quakers’ brian Unger fires a 3-point shot in 
the second quarter vs. visiting clarkstown north.

Justin Abrams of  Greeley rises for a shot in the 
lane during the Quakers’ loss to clarkstown north, 
only their first of  the season.

Ryan sullivan takes the ball to the basket in the 
first half  of  Friday night’s game.

horace Greeley senior Jack baron sends up a shot 
along the right baseline in Friday’s home game vs. 
clarkstown north.

Greeley freshman guard chris Melis dribbles 
toward midcourt in Friday’s 80-72 loss to the 
clarkstown north Rams.

peyton Wejnert scores inside during 
pace’s 93-85 home loss to the Adelphi 
panthers at the Goldstein Fitness center.

pace sophomore Luke 
McLaughlin fires a jump shot in 
the first half  of  saturday’s game.

pace freshman guard Ray Montilus drives to the basket in 
saturday’s nE-10 game vs. Adelphi.

pace forward Austin Mofunanya, who scored a career-high 32 points, drives around Adelphi’s Manny 
suarez in saturday afternoon’s game.
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FL ASHY
DRIVE

Pace University’s Christian White
Takes the Ball Towards the Basket
During Saturday’s Game vs. Adelphi


