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Declan McDermott Celebrates
After Scoring a First-Quarter TD
as Pleasantville Defeats Westlake
in the Class B Championship Game

‘We’re Number One’
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By Andy Jacobs
Near midfield, Westlake senior running 

back Joe Ferri knelt in disbelief and 
anguish late Saturday afternoon as the 
realization that his high school football 
career and the Wildcats’ pursuit of a 
second straight championship had just 
come to a disappointing end. 

Not far away, the entire Pleasantville 
football team was already on Cloud Nine, 
jumping for joy in celebration of a 28-21 
victory over the Wildcats in the Section 1, 
Class B title game before a packed house 
at Mahopac High School.  Sophomore 
quarterback Jack Howe threw three 
touchdown passes as the top-seeded 
Panthers remained unbeaten this season 
and advanced to a Friday night matchup 
against the Section 9 champion New Paltz 
Huguenots in the state playoffs. 

“I’m numb because all my energy and 
emotion was focused on wanting it so bad 
for the kids,” said Panthers head coach 
Tony Becerra amid all the hysteria of his 
team’s second sectional title in the past 
four years. “I just wanted it all day. I was 
turning upside down inside, I wanted it 
so bad for them. I just couldn’t imagine 
them not getting it. I’m so happy for these 
kids.”

In defeating No. 2-seeded Westlake for 
the second time in less than a month, the 
Panthers had to avoid exactly what had 
happened to the Wildcats when the teams 
met back in mid-October – losing a grip 
on a 14-point, first-half lead. Pleasantville 
scored a pair of touchdowns before the 
contest was even nine minutes old, but 
the Wildcats eventually evened the score 
and provided plenty of drama in the 
fourth quarter. 

“I couldn’t be more proud of them,” said 
Westlake coach John Castellano about his 
crestfallen players, whose one-year reign 
as Section 1 champions ended in the 
diminishing daylight of a perfect autumn 
afternoon. “There were about five times 
in the game that they could’ve said, ‘You 
know what, it’s over.’ And they fought and 
they fought and they fought. And I think, 
more than anything, that’s the thing I’m 

most proud of.  When the opportunity 
presented itself, to just run and hide, we 
didn’t do it. We played ‘til the end, right to 
that last play there.”

Just three weeks after Howe had decided 
the regular-season showdown between 
the two neighboring schools with a last-
second field goal, it was Pleasantville that 
quickly gained the upper hand by taking  
advantage of a Wildcat fumble a couple of 
minutes after the opening kickoff. From 
the Westlake 32-yard line, it took them 
just three plays to find the end zone. Howe 
connected with Declan McDermott along 
the left sideline for a 26-yard touchdown 
on a third-and-four play. Howe’s point-
after gave P’ville a 7-0 lead with 8:35 
remaining in the first quarter. 

The Panthers soon added to their 
lead by moving the football 94 yards 

in a 10-play drive that lasted less than 
three minutes. A 23-yard run by Charlie 
McPhee on third and one was eventually 
followed by a fourth and five 20-yard 
touchdown pass from Howe to Jack 
Minerva in the left side of the end zone. 
The Howe PAT stretched the Pleasantville 
lead to 14-0 with 3:41 still to play in the 
opening period. 

Westlake, held without a single first 
down until early in the second quarter, 
would have left the field at halftime still 
scoreless if not for a Panther turnover on 
a dropped punt with a minute to go in the 
second quarter. The Wildcats got the ball 
at their own 42-yard line and quarterback 
Rob DiNota, who finished the day with 
165 yards on the 
ground, promptly 

Panthers Dethrone Westlake to Win the Class B Championship

pleasantville senior captains, left to right, doug crocitto, Greg driscoll, Ryan 
drillock and Ian Esliker display the championship plaque to their teammates 
after the panthers defeated Westlake 28-21.

Westlake quarterback Rob dinota searches for 
a receiver in the fourth quarter of  the class b 
championship game vs. pleasantville.

the panthers’ charlie Mcphee runs with the 
football in saturday afternoon’s section 1, class 
b championship game.

declan Mcdermott of  pleasantville turns near the 
back of  the end zone after scoring the game’s 
first touchdown.

A dejected Joe Ferri, who played the second half  on what his coach called “pure 
guts” after getting hurt in the second quarter, reflects on his final varsity game 
after Westlake fell in the title game.

the Wildcats’ daniel Grossman starts to run with 
the ball after fielding a kick during saturday’s 
sectional final.

pleasantville quarterback Jack howe prepares to 
throw long in saturday’s title game. he tossed 
three touchdown passes in the panthers’ win.
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picked up 18 of them on first down. 
Two plays later, DiNota found senior 

wide receiver Haseeb Azhar along the 
left sideline for a big gain to the Panthers’ 
4-yard line. After a four-yard loss, DiNota 
again connneted with Azhar, this time 
on a square-in right in the middle of 
the end zone. Kicker Kyle Donnery 
added the extra point and the Wildcats 
were suddenly within seven points as 
intermission arrived.

“Yeah, it would’ve helped,” said Becerra 
about the prospect of not turning the ball 
over just before halftime. “But we had a 
chance to stop ‘em, too. We gave up some 
passes that we don’t usually give up. All 
that did was give ‘em momentum going 
into halftime. Our theme going in was to 
be more mentally tough than anything. 
The guys showed that out here.”

“Well, I thought that was critical,” said 
the Wildcats’ Castellano about the last-
minute touchdown by his team. “We 
needed to get on the board. Once we got 
on the board, we knew that we could do 
some things. In the second half, we made 
an adjustment, ran that play and we 
scored. We had a little bit of momentum.”

Both teams went three-and-out to start 
the second half, but the Wildcats quickly 
changed the complexion of the game on 
their second possession. Starting at their 
own 44, DiNota scampered 56 yards on 
first down. When Donnery followed with 
the extra point, the teams were suddenly 
tied with 8:51 remaining in the third 
quarter. 

The Wildcats seemed to have all the 
momentum, but it didn’t last very long 
because Pleasantville’s Thomas Browne 
soon blocked a punt, giving the Panthers 
the ball at the Westlake 5-yard line. On 

third and goal from the 9-yard line, Howe 
rolled to his right, then threw to Brian 
Reda in the end zone for a touchdown. 
The Panthers missed the PAT, but still had 
a 20-14 lead with four and a half minutes 
left in the third quarter.

“It was huge,” said Becerra about 
regaining control so quickly after 
Westlake had tied the game. “But with 
an asterisk because we missed the extra 
point. So right there, we needed another 
(score).”

It came early in the fourth quarter as 
the Panthers marched 66 yards in a dozen 
plays, getting their fourth touchdown 
when McDermott ran around left end for 
a four-yard touchdown. They faked an 
extra point and Howe hit Cullen Dell with 
a pass over the middle for a two-point 
conversion that restored P’ville’s 14-point 
cushion with just 7:17 left on the clock.

But the Wildcats, 8-1 coming in, were 
hardly finished. They answered with 
their own 75-yard drive that ended with 
DiNota running 20 yards for his second 
touchdown. Donnery’s point-after kick 
narrowed the Westlake deficit to 28-21 
with 3:49 remaining.

Castellano decided against an onside 
kick, trusting his defense to get the ball 
back again. But on third and two, McPhee 
plowed into the line and just barely picked 
up the first down that all but clinched a 
championship for the Panthers. Westlake 
had only one timeout left and the Panthers 
were soon able to run out the clock. 

“Hey, listen, that third and one, I’ve got 
to look at the film,” said Castellano. “It 
sure looked short to me. I’m not gonna 
blame anyone. I thought maybe if we got 
that stop, he had to punt on that third and 
one. And now we’re gonna get the ball 
around the 40, 35, and that kid (DiNota) 
can make things happen. I thought we 
had a shot right to the end.”

Instead, time was soon running out on 
the Wildcats and the Panthers’ Becerra 
could start to celebrate his second 
sectional championship.

“It’s similar to the first time,” he said. “I 
was numb and I had to be reminded that 

they have no more timeouts. 
We don’t have to run a play. It 
really didn’t hit me until it was 
all zeroes (on the scoreboard 
clock) that we won the section.”

While the Panthers now 
prepare for their regional 
playoff game against New Paltz 
on Friday night at Kingston’s 
Dietz Stadium, the Wildcats 
can start planning to regain 
their crown a year from now.

“I don’t think people thought 
we’d be here,” said Castellano. 
“We graduated 17 kids and I 
don’t think they thought that 
we would be here. The bottom 
line is we got here. I thought it 
was a helluva accomplishment. 
I told ‘em, ‘Remember this 
feeling. You don’t want it to 
happen again. And now it’s 
something to drive you in the 
offseason.’”

Panthers Dethrone Westlake to Win the Class B Championship

pleasantville running back Ian Esliker carries the 
ball during the first half  of  the class b title game.

Westlake wide receiver haseeb Azhar holds the 
football after making a catch that set up the 
Wildcats’ first touchdown.

Rob dinota points to the Westlake football fans 
watching at Mahopac high school after scoring 
a touchdown early in the third quarter of  the 
section 1, class b title game.

panther running back nick salzarulo tries to elude Westlake’s 
daniel Grossman as he carries the ball in the class b title game.

pleasantville’s declan Mcdermott (left) and 
Jack Minerva go airborne to celebrate the first 
touchdown of  saturday’s championship game vs. 
Westlake.

pleasantville’s charlie Mcphee is met by Westlake’s haseeb Azhar in the second half  of  saturday’s 
sectional final at Mahopac high school.

continued from previous page
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Greeley’s Wesley Ford heads down a hill a mile 
from the finish line at bowdoin park.

horace Greeley’s claire hotchkin runs in 
the class A race during saturday’s section 
one championships.

briarcliff’ senior saroja Rao finished in fifth 
place in class c.

Eighth-grader Jennifer Mui was 
the top finisher for byram hills, 
taking 11th place in class b.

briarcliff’s Ryan Gallagher is on his way to 
winning the class c race.

pleasantville’s Robert Feeney, who finished fourth in class 
c, runs nearly side by side with putnam Valley’s conor Van 
Riper.

Fox Lane’s shane Rooney finished in seventh 
place in the class A race at bowdoin park.

pleasantville junior Leonie Mohrs reaches the 
top of  a steep hill during saturday’s sectional 
championship meet.

Fox Lane’s cameron stafford is followed closely by a pair of  Arlington runners in the class A race. he 
finished in eighth place.
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Maeve McArdle of  briarcliff/pleasantville/
Westlake/Valhalla competes in the 200 yard 
individual medley.

horace Greeley senior Kasia Malendowicz swims in the 500 yard freestyle race last thursday at Felix 
Festa Middle school. she finished in third place.

Jamie Lee of  Fox Lane is on her way to a third-place finish in the 100 yard butterfly.

Fox Lane’s Julia Ruggiero heads toward the finish as she swims the 100 yard butterfly last thursday 
evening.

Amanda Mchugh of  Greeley swims in the 100 yard butterfly during last week’s sectional championships.

Ava Franks of  Greeley competes in the 100 yard freestyle last thursday night.noelle Kaufmann of  Fox Lane is on her way to victory in the 100 yard butterfly.

Fox Lane freshman noelle Kaufmann relaxes in 
the water after winning the 100 yard butterfly at 
last thursday’s sectional championships.

claire Goldstein of  briarcliff/pleasantville/
Westlake/Valhalla competes during the 100 
yard backstroke in last thursday’s section one 
championships.

Fox Lane senior Jamie Lee finished second in the 
100 yard backstroke and third in the 100 yard 
butterfly.

carly schwab of  the combo team briarcliff/
pleasantville/Westlake/Valhalla competes in the 
100 yard breaststroke.
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By Andy Jacobs
With the start of the 2016 fall sports 

season just days away, Briarcliff girls’ 
tennis coach Don Hamlin received quite 
a jolt. Actually, it was a double dose of 
welcome news – two of the most talented 
players in all of Section One, senior Loren 
Haukova and freshman Rebecca Lim, had 
decided they wanted to join his roster.

“I was in South Carolina a week before 
the season and Loren called me and said 
her coach agreed to let her play high 
school this year,” recalled Hamlin. “So 
I was like, ‘that’s awesome.’ And then, I 
don’t know, maybe a day later, two days 
later, I get an email from Mrs. Lim asking 
me if it would be OK if Rebecca played. 
It took me about a tenth of a second to 
reply, ‘yes.’”

With Haukova and Lim suddenly 
aboard, Briarcliff instantly turned into 
perhaps the most formidable tennis team 
in the region and the Bears’ home court 
became a destination few foes looked 
forward to visiting.  By the time the 
regular season came to an end, the Bears 
had conquered 14 consecutive opponents 
without anyone in their lineup dropping 
even a single set. 

“I knew once Loren and Rebecca 
decided that they’re gonna play high 
school tennis this year, we would be very 
strong,” said Hamlin. “I didn’t think we 
would be this strong where we would 
go through the season undefeated. Both 
of them were a surprise. We had no idea 
going into the summer if either one of 
them were going to play.”

Astoundingly, Briarcliff singles and 
doubles players combined to win all 66 
sets they played, from their opening-day 
home victory over Solomon Schecter to 
their closing triumph over Dobbs Ferry 

at Mercy College a month later. Perhaps 
not surprising, the Bears then proceeded 
to overwhelm three straight teams – 
Pelham, White Plains and Rye Neck – on 
successive days to capture the Section 
One team championship.

“These kids work, they’re fun, they 
love each other and, honestly, it’s been 
great to coach them,” said Hamlin. “We 
feel very fortunate that we had this team 
tournament this year. They couldn’t wait 
to play more tennis.”

Just a couple of days before the 
team tourney began, Lim provided 
the individual highlight of the Bears’ 
remarkable season. Despite being 
unseeded, she emerged as the 2016 
Section One singles champion, defeating 
Yorktown’s Caitlyn Ferrante 6-1, 6-3 in 
the title match at Sound Shore Indoor 
Tennis in Port Chester. En route to 
reaching the sectional final, she also 
avenged a surprising loss to Pleasantville 
standout Olivia Ashton in the conference 
tournament a week earlier. 

“I just played my best because I knew 
I wasn’t seeded,” said Lim. “I knew 
everybody was gonna be really hard. But 
then I just played my best and I ended 
up doing pretty well. I was so happy and 
excited and surprised how well I played. It 
was just really fun.”

“Her level of play was unreal,” said 
Hamlin. “I mean, she plays against Loren 
every day. So I know how good she is. But 
to see her play the second, third, and then 
really the girl (Ferrante) that should’ve 
been the No. 1 seed was the fourth seed 
because she was upset in her conference 
tournament, to play as well as she did 
against those kids was amazing. She was 
SO good. I was amazed how well she 
played.”

Lim, who admires pro superstars Roger 
Federer and Serena Williams because 
“they’re really good and they’re really 
smart on the court,” doesn’t have to look 
very far for inspiration. Her older sister, 
Rachel, is a Briarcliff junior ranked near 
the very top of the USTA Eastern’s junior 
rankings in two age classes and once was 
featured in Sports Illustrated’s ‘Faces in the 
Crowd’ section after winning the Longines 
Future Aces Tennis Tournament. 

“She’s really a big role model,” said Lim 
about her sister, two and a half years her 
elder. “I try to do everything that she does 
because she’s really good. I play every day 
and I practice a lot and I hope to get way 
better.”

So too does Haukova, a smooth-
hitting southpaw whose own quest for 
improvement brought her to the John 
McEnroe Tennis Academy on Randall’s 
Island for intensive training starting six 
years ago. 

“He watches us and gives us tips,” she 
said of the tennis legend known as much 
for his frequent on-court theatrics as his 
Grand Slam titles. “Yeah, I’ve gotten to 
play with him, and he’s really nice. I like 

him and he’s really supportive. He tells us 
not to do what he did.”

Haukova, a five-star recruit who will 
play next year for Boston College, had 
been a part of the Briarcliff team as a 
sophomore, but had to miss her junior 
season because of schedule conflicts 
with her training at McEnroe’s Academy. 
But she jumped at the chance to rejoin 
her classmates for her final year of high 
school. 

“My junior year, I couldn’t play because 
I was training at, like, 1 o’clock,” she said. 
“So I didn’t have time to come back to 
school and then come to high school 
practice and matches. But then my senior 
year, I wanted to play for my last year 
because I love Don. I love being on the 
team, too, and I like the girls. I knew that 
I’d enjoy it a lot. So I decided to play.”

That decision, and the similar one by 
Lim, turned junior Maxine Zaretsky, who 
played the lion’s share of matches a year 
ago at first singles, into the Bears’ No. 
3 singles player this time around. Last 
season’s other singles players, senior Sam 
Simpson and sophomore Katya Didonato, 
wound up undefeated playing second 
doubles. 

If those girls hadn’t accepted their new 
roles, the incredible success the Bears had 
this season might never have happened.

“I thought that might be an issue,” 
conceded Hamlin. “But when the girls 
found out that these two were playing, 
they couldn’t have been happier. They 

knew that we would be a much better 
team with them and they were more than 
accepting. They love ‘em to death. It had 
nothing but positive impact.”

As a result, there’ll soon be the need for 
some space on the school’s gymnasium 
walls.

“Yeah, we’ll put up a banner,” said 
Hamlin. “We had a celebration in school 
to congratulate Rebecca for making it to 
States. And it gave me an opportunity to 
talk about the rest of the team’s undefeated 
season and that we were playing in the 
(team) finals. So the rest of the school 
now knows who plays and the kind of 
season they’ve had. It’s pretty cool.”

Even though Haukova will be in college 
next year and Lim is not ready to commit 
to another season with the Bears, Hamlin, 
for one, can savor what 2016 has brought 
to Briarcliff.

“I mean,” he said, “every coach should 
have an opportunity to coach a team like 
this.”

Bears’ Section One Team Title Caps a Season to Remember

briarcliff  senior Loren haukova serves the ball 
during a bears’ home match.

Freshman phenom Rebecca Lim, who recently won 
the section one singles title, lines up a backhand 
return.

briarcliff  sophomore Kacey hamlin glides over to 
hit a forehand return during one of  her matches 
at first doubles.

Maxine Zaretsky, the bears’ third-singles player, 
reaches to hit a forehand volley in a home win 
over hastings.

second-doubles player Katya didonato and her 
briarcliff  teammates had plenty to smile about 
this season.
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By David Propper 
With their championship aspirations 

within grasp, the Westlake Wildcats did 
what winners do -- they closed out the 
decisive game smoothly, efficiently and 
with uncanny calmness.

In a five-set thriller Saturday afternoon 
inside a thundering John Jay Cross River 
High School gymnasium, second-seeded 
Westlake took down top-seeded Our 
Lady of Lourdes 26-24, 23-25, 25-19, 
15-25, 25-18 to win the Section 1, Class 
B volleyball title in a match where the 
Wildcats displayed a calm and determined 
demeanor throughout. 

Westlake struck first in that fifth and 
deciding set and never relinquished a 
lead for a wire-to-wire finish. Pressure to 
maintain an edge over a talented Lourdes 
squad didn’t seem to bother a single 
Wildcat.

“We’re usually a slow starting team, 
so it’s nice to have a lead in the final set,” 
captain and senior setter Caleigh Carr 
said. “It really helped us out.”

The Wildcats quickly jumped out 
to a 3-0 advantage, and kept Lourdes 
scrambling the rest of the set. With 
Westlake ahead 24-18, the match 
ended and the celebration began once 

sophomore outside hitter Sydney Roell 
spiked her final kill of the afternoon. 
From there, Wildcat players converged 
and coaches, including head coach 
Carmen Bates and assistant coach Gina 
Perino, jumped into a dog pile.

Bates admitted she was nervous going 
into the decisive final set, especially after a 
fourth set dominated by the Warriors. But 
her players seemed cool and collected, 
even if their coach was sweating.

“They know that they have a lot of 
weapons and they just have to use them,” 
she said. 

Carr said the players on the court 
weren’t nervous “because we just wanted 
to win so bad.”

While the Wildcats had a quick start 
in the final set, they had to come from 

behind in both their first-set and third-
set wins. In the first set, Westlake was 
up against two Lourdes match points, 
but the Warriors squandered away both 
opportunities and then  committed 
another unforced error to give Westlake 
the set. 

In the third set, the Wildcats were again 
trailing much of the time until they went 
on a 9-2 run at the end and put themselves 
in position to take the Section 1 crown. 
Ahead or behind, the Westlake players’ 
coolness never seemed to disappear. 

“I’ve been preaching grit to them all 
year and they definitely have grit,” Bates 
said. 

Westlake got major contributions from 
junior outside hitter Laine Peterson, who 
notched 22 kills, and Roell, who had 20 

kills. Carr set up teammates all match 
long, with 40 assists, and fellow senior 
captain Kelly Martin came though with 
five aces to lead the Wildcats. 

During the 2014 season, the Wildcats 
also reached the section finals, but failed to 
succeed the way they did Saturday. Some 
of the players, including Carr and Martin, 
were there for the disappointment, which 
made this victory all the more sweet to 
savor.

In fact, the celebration, which included 
wearing gold-beaded necklaces with 
a chicken anchor (a rubber chicken 
became the team’s good luck charm with 
about a month left in the season), was the 
only time the Wildcats didn’t keep their 
emotions in check.  

“I’m just so overwhelmed right now,” 
Carr said. “We wanted this for two years.”

Sports Wrap

Westlake Volleyball Team Beats Lourdes in Sectional Final

Westlake’s Kelly Martin gets set to slam the ball 
over the net in the Wildcats’ quarterfinal playoff  
win over briarcliff  last week.

the Wildcats’ high-jumping sydney Roell bumps 
the ball during the section one volleyball playoffs.

Westlake junior Laine peterson tips the ball over 
the net in the Wildcats’ three-games-to-none 
victory vs. briarcliff.

caleigh carr of  Westlake sets the ball in the quarterfinal match vs. the visiting briarcliff  bears last 
tuesday.

dAVId pRoppER photo
the 2016 section one champion Westlake Wildcats pose with the winner’s plaque after defeating 
Lourdes in the title match on saturday afternoon. 
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R u n n i n ’
R y a n

Briarcliff Standout Ryan Gallagher
Finishes First in the Class C Race
at the Sectional Championships


