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By Andy Jacobs
The path to a state championship 

brought the Pleasantville football team 
back up to Kingston for a second straight 
week on Saturday afternoon. This time, 
though, the Panthers ran into quite a 
roadblock – the Glens Falls Indians.

Scoring early and often, the Section 
2 champions wound up overwhelming 
the previously unbeaten Panthers 49-
14 in a Class B state semifinal. Glens 
Falls sophomore quarterback Joseph 
Girard threw five touchdown passes 
and the Indians kept the high-powered 
Panthers off the scoreboard until the third 
quarter, bringing a disappointing end to 
Pleasantville’s dream season.

“We knew going in,” said Panthers 
coach Tony Becerra afterwards, “the 
two things we couldn’t do against this 
team were, one, give them a short field 
and, two, give up the big play. And then 
sprinkle a little bad luck on top of that 
and there you go.”

On a spectacular mid-autumn day 
at Dietz Stadium, with the setting sun 
casting long shadows across the turf field, 
the Panthers’ prospects of advancing to 
next week’s title tilt at Syracuse’s Carrier 
Dome began to diminish soon after the 
opening kickoff. Quarterback Jack Howe 
had his first pass of the game batted down 
at the line of scrimmage and then, two 
downs later, stood staring straight into 
the blinding sun as he waited for the snap 
so he could punt the football away. 

When the ball dropped out of his hands 
and onto the ground, Howe was left with 
no time to get a kick away. He was quickly 
tackled at the Panthers’ 16-yard line. Just 
two plays later, Girard, better known as 
the hoops prodigy expected to spend the 
next three winters eclipsing all of Jimmer 
Fredette’s school scoring records, tossed 
his first touchdown pass of the day, an 

18-yarder to Andrew Murphy. The point-
after by Andrew Stamatel left P’ville 
facing a 7-0 deficit just 94 seconds into 
the contest.  

The Panthers could muster only two 
yards on their next possession and 
Howe’s punt rolled out of bounds at the 
Glens Falls 46-yard line. Five plays later, 
facing second and 15 from the P’ville 44, 
the Indians’ Quinn Girard ran to the left 
sideline and was on his way to a big gain 
when the ball popped out of his grasp. It 
was grabbed out of the air by teammate 
Aaron Sampson, who raced the final 32 
yards for another touchdown. 

Not even halfway through the opening 
quarter, Pleasantville found itself trailing 
by 14 points. The Panthers did manage 
to pick up their initial two first downs on 
their next possession, but eventually had 
to punt again. Glens Falls proceeded to 
march 85 yards in just five plays, scoring 
once more when Sampson bolted 40 
yards along the sideline and spun his way 
into the end zone on the final play of the 
period. 

With a 21-point advantage, the Indians 
threatened again on their first possession 
of the second quarter. But their drive 
ended at the P’ville 29-yard line when 
Murphy couldn’t hang onto Girard’s 
rollout pass into the end zone. 

Pleasantville was soon forced to punt 
for a fifth straight time and the Indians 
kept the ball for the next five minutes, 
going 91 yards in 11 plays. Girard’s pass 
over the middle to a wide open Tony 
Green for a 29-yard touchdown came 
with 38 seconds left and enabled Glens 
Falls to stretch its lead to 28-0 at halftime.

“I reminded the kids at halftime, ‘How 
many points did you put up in the second 
half last week when you were up here?’” 
said Becerra, well aware the answer was 
34. “So even though it was a hole, it wasn’t 

a hole we couldn’t have gotten out of.”
After the Indians’ Sampson returned 

the kickoff to start the third quarter all 
the way to the P’ville 20-yard line, the 
Panthers got a break when Quinn Girard 
couldn’t hold onto a pass near the end 
zone. Pleasantville took over at its own 
31 and went 69 yards in four plays. Nick 
Salzarulo ran the final 34 yards along the 
right sideline to finally get the Panthers 
on the board. Howe’s PAT narrowed the 
Glens Falls lead to 28-7. 

“We were looking for any spark, any 
momentum we could get, and we didn’t 
care where it came from,” said Becerra. 
“It didn’t necessarily have to come from 
points on offense. It could’ve been a big 
play on special teams or defense. We were 
just looking for something to spark us.”

Unfortunately for the Panthers, Glens 
Falls recovered the ensuing onside kick 
at midfield and used up the next four 
minutes going 50 yards in eight plays to 

Glens Falls Overwhelms the Panthers in the State Semifinal

Pleasantville junior Jack Minerva runs with the 
football early in Saturday’s state semifinal playoff  
game.

The Panthers’ Ian Esliker carries the ball in 
Saturday afternoon’s showdown with Section 2 
champion Glens Falls.

ExaminerSports

Brian Reda sits dejectedly shortly after time 
had run out on the Panthers in Saturday’s state 
semifinal at Dietz Stadium in Kingston.

Pleasantville quarterback Jack Howe gets set 
to throw a pass in the fourth quarter at Dietz 
Stadium.

Pleasantville’s Jake Farrelly runs past Quinn Girard of  Glens Falls as he 
returns a kick during the Class B state semifinal.

Glens Falls wide receiver Andrew Murphy leaves Pleasantville’s Ryan Drillock 
behind after catching a pass in Saturday’s state semifinal game.
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By Andy Jacobs
It’s been three years since the Pace 

women’s basketball team finished with a 
winning record, but as head coach Carrie 
Seymour begins her 25th season at the 
helm she is cautiously optimistic the 
2016-17 squad has what it takes to reverse 
last year’s 11-17 record. 

“Well, I think we’re still trying to find 
our identity,” Seymour admitted last 
Wednesday evening, even after having 
just watched her team defeat visiting 
Dominican College 73-61 for its third 
straight win to start the new season. “We 
know that there’s a lot of things we’ve got 
to do better. We made a lot of defensive-
assignment mistakes today in the zone. 
Fortunately, we made a lot of mistakes 
and we came out on the winning side.”

Jaclyn Oskam finished with 14 points, 
10 rebounds and five steals, all game-
highs, while Gabby Rubin and Geena 
Rosalbo each added 12 points as the 
Setters remained unbeaten with the 
victory in their home opener at the 
Goldstein Fitness Center. A Rubin jump 
shot early in the second quarter put Pace 
in front for good and the Setters opened 
up a lead as large as 21 points by the 
middle of the fourth quarter.

“I think this game was kind of like a trap 
game for us,” said Seymour, noting that it 
came immediately after emotional wins 
over annual rivals LIU Post and New York 
Institute of Technology and just before 
the start of the Setters’ Northeast-10 
Conference schedule. “This is somebody 
we haven’t played in a couple of years 
and it’s a non-league game. I think the 
intensity did drop down a little bit.”

The Setters never trailed again after 
Rosalbo converted on a fast-break 
layup that gave them a 10-9 lead with 
5:25 remaining in the opening quarter.  
Dominican managed to tie the game on 
a Sara Ismail layup 40 seconds into the 

second period, but 
Rubin’s pullup jumper 
sent the Setters ahead 
to stay and began a 
9-0 spurt that was 
capped by an Oskam 
3-pointer from the left 
corner.  

Pace limited the 
Chargers to eight 
points in the second 
quarter and built a 
32-26 halftime lead. 
A pair of layups by 
center Kirsten Dodge 
and then a 15-foot 
jumper from freshman 
Italee Brown-Smikle 
stretched the Setters’ 
advantage to 40-
29 nearly midway 
through the third 
period. Dominican 
was still within six 
points, though, before 
the Setters used a 16-1 burst that bridged 
the third and fourth quarters to build 
their largest lead of the night. 

Rubin, saddled with foul trouble, 
scored the first two baskets of the fourth 
quarter, then was whistled for her 
fourth foul with 8:57 left in the game. 
But it hardly mattered as the big Pace 
run continued with a long jumper from 
Oskam, a straightaway 3-pointer by Allie 
Monteleone and a drive along the left 
baseline by Rosalbo.

A late 14-3 run by Dominican sliced the 
big Setter lead to nine points with just over 
a minute to go, but a pair of free throws by 
Monteleone and then three others from 
newcomer Aurellia Cammock, an Iona 
transfer, sealed the outcome.

“I knew Dominican wasn’t gonna go 
away,” said Seymour. “They have too 
much pride, they’re too aggressive, they’re 

too emotional. We told our 
team they’re not going to 
come in here and expect to 
lose.”

The Setters only made 
four of their 18 shots from beyond the 
3-point line, but that should change once 
senior guard Christina Rubin finally 
returns from a knee injury. She was 
limited to just three games last year, but 
will soon be joining her teammates in 
full-contact practices.

“She’s an unbelievable shooter,” Seymour 
said. “She brings a lot of confidence when 
she does come back. But right now, what 
I like, is that we’re playing like we’re not 
counting on her coming back. Last year, 
we played deflated because she wasn’t 
coming back. This year, we’re playing 
like we’re not looking over our shoulders 

feeling sorry for ourselves that Chris is 
hurt. I think that’s a big difference.”

Another big difference could be the 
added production the Setters get near 
the basket from the frontcourt players 
-- Dodge, Cammock and Heather Kiczek 
– who only managed a combined four 
points and four rebounds in the opening 
half aganst Dominican.

“I think a big emphasis for us this year 
is that we need to be stronger in the post,” 
said Seymour, who predicts fans will also 
see a more versatile team defensively this 
season.

“We have three kids that are big and 
can score,” she added. “We haven’t had 
them show up for a whole game yet. They 
have to be a reason why we win. We’ve 
been saying from the very beginning of 
the year there shouldn’t be another team 
that can match up with three posts like 
that. Maybe one of ‘em, maybe two of ‘em, 
not three of ‘em.”

Pace Women’s Team Defeats Dominican in Home Opener

Glens Falls Overwhelms the 
Panthers in the State Semifinal

The Setters’ Gabby Rubin lines up a shot in 
the first half  of  last Wednesday’s win over 
Dominican.

Pace point guard Geena Rosalbo dribbles 
near midcourt as Dominican’s Kyla 
Ramseur applies backcourt pressure in 
last week’s game.

Freshman Italee Brown-Smikle searches for an 
open teammate in Pace’s home opener last week.

Pace University’s Jaclyn Oskam 
shoots the ball in last Wednesday’s 
73-61 win over Dominican.

Aurellia Cammock of  Pace takes the ball to the 
basket in the first half  against visiting Dominican 
College.

regain its 28-point cushion. Quarterback 
Girard completed a key fourth-and-
eight pass to keep the drive going, then 
connected with Sampson two plays later 
for a 13-yard touchdown. 

A Panther fumble with just under three 
minutes left in the quarter set the stage for 
a perfectly thrown 72-yard touchdown 
pass on first down from Girard to Murphy. 
Even though Charlie McPhee ran 17 yards 
around right end for a touchdown a little 
more than a minute later, the Panthers 
began the fourth quarter trailing by a 
whopping 42-14 margin. 

“Even though we responded well 
coming out of the half,” said Becerra, 
“they’re just too dynamic. They have too 
many weapons. When it seemed like we 

were getting a little bit going, they always 
answered.”

Girard, who completed 17 of his 22 
passes, threw his fifth and final touchdown 
pass of the day on the first play of the 
fourth quarter. By then, it was obvious 
that the best season in Pleasantville 
football history was soon coming to an 
end.

“They’re hurting right now,” said 
Becerra as his dejected players departed 
the field. “But I’ll remind them on the 
bus to just reflect about all the good that 
they’ve done this year. It’s just a special 
group and not because of what they 
accomplished, but just the way they went 
about their business and they looked out 
for one another and they genuinely cared 
for one another.”
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Westlake’s Philip Iacono tries to settle the ball 
near midfield during a game at Pleasantville.

Jonah Kamen of  Briarcliff  moves the ball down the 
field in a home game vs. Westlake.

Horace Greeley’s Max Furman chases down the ball in the Quakers’ road game vs. Fox Lane.

Briarcliff’s Eric Koenig heads the ball vs. Valhalla 
in the Mt. Pleasant Cup title game back in 
September.

Michael Gelb of  Byram Hills settles the ball during 
a home playoff  game.

Byram Hills goalkeeper Matt Groll sets his sights 
on the ball during a Bobcat home game early in 
the season.

Sebastian Giner of  Fox Lane gets set to boot the 
ball in the Foxes’ home game vs. Greeley under 
the lights.

Pleasantville’s Nolan McAndrew races after the 
ball during the Panthers’ home game against 
Westlake.

Ryan Noel of  Byram Hills tries to win a race for the ball with Lakeland’s Arben Hoxhaj.

B O Y S ’ 
S O C C E R 

2016
A Look Back
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Sports Wrap

Sam Resnick of  Greeley searches for an open 
teammate as he moves the ball up the field.

Briarcliff  goalkeeper Harrison Singer races over 
to make a save during the annual Mt. Pleasant 
Cup.

Ricky Thomas of  Valhalla moves toward the ball 
in the Vikings’ win in the title game of  the Mt. 
Pleasant Cup.

Westlake’s Brian Kelly and Briarcliff’s Matt Cohen 
fight for the ball in midair.

Fox Lane’s Alexander Clinton (5) and Justin 
Reeves go airborne battling for the ball in a game 
at Greeley.

Valhalla goalie Lorenzo Luciano celebrates 
after making a stop vs. Briarcliff  in the overtime 
shootout at the Mt. Pleasant Cup.

Steven Buglione of  Westlake wins a race for the 
ball in a midseason road game.

Byram Hills standout Jack Beer takes the ball 
down the left sideline in the Bobcats’ playoff  game 
vs. eventual state champ Somers.

Jonathon Kiriakidis of  Pleasantville scores one of  his three goals in a playoff  
victory vs. visiting Albertus Magnus.

Briarcliff’s Alex Leahy (left) takes the ball past Westlake’s Kyle Dearborn 
along the right sideline in a game won by the host Bears.

Horace Greeley players, left to right, Matt Lafortezza, Daniel Cannon, William Seidman, Ryan Sullivan and 
Max Furman celebrate after the Quakers scored in a playoff  win over North Rockland.
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• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

   �D�r�e�a�m� �K�i�t�c�h�e�n�s� �&� �B�a�t�h�s

Dome
Dream
Denied
at Dietz

The Quest for a State Championship
Ends for Jake Farrelly and Pleasantville
With a Lopsided Defeat to Glens Falls
in the Class B Semifinals in Kingston


