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Much More at Fox Lane

Tanner More Scores Six Touchdowns
as the Host Foxes Overwhelm Ossining
Under the Lights at Memorial Stadium
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By Andrew Vitelli
The Briarcliff/Hamilton football 

team lost both the game and its starting 
quarterback Saturday, as junior Henry 
Anderson left with a wrist injury in the 
first quarter of a 20-0 loss to Valhalla.

Anderson was taken to the hospital for 
x-rays after coming out of the game in the 
first half, and Bears coach John Consorti 
feared Anderson might have broken his 
wrist. 

“It’s not good, whatever it is,” Consorti 
said after the game, adding that defensive 
back Will Kukowski also left the game 
with a concussion. “They’re two big 
players on our team, so obviously we’re at 
a disadvantage.”

Valhalla, which improved to 3-1 with 
the road win, bounced back from a 
crushing loss to Westlake the week before. 

“We came out and just tried to play,” 
said running back Erick Pasqualone, who 
ran for 106 yards and a touchdown. “It 
was good for the team, to pick our spirits 
up.”

The Vikings jumped out to a 6-0 lead 
early as quarterback Ralph Gonzalez hit receiver Kevin Williams on a 15-yard 

touchdown pass. The Bears (2-2) had a 
couple of opportunities to get on the board 
in the opening quarter. Briarcliff had a 
field goal blocked after nearly scoring on 
a potential long touchdown pass with just 
under seven minutes remaining in the 
quarter. 

When the Vikings drove to the Bears’ 
5-yard line, Kukowski intercepted a 
Gonzalez pass and returned it 67 yards. 
But the Bears couldn’t make the most 
of the excellent field position, quickly 
losing yardage, going three-and-out and 
punting. 

The Vikings scored again on their first 
drive of the second quarter, with Gonzalez 
capping an 82-yard drive with a one-yard 
touchdown run to give Valhalla a 12-0 
lead. Pasqualone set up the score with a 
39-yard run to get Valhalla into the red 

zone and a 10-
yard run to bring 
the Vikings 
to the 1-yard 

line. The Bears turned the ball over on a 
botched handoff on their first play of the 
next possession, but the Vikings failed to 
capitalize on the favorable field position. 

After a few missed opportunities, 
Valhalla finally put some distance 
between themselves and the Bears with 
9:48 remaining in the third quarter. 
Starting deep in Briarcliff territory, 
Pasqualone ran 20 yards for a touchdown 
on the Vikings’ first play of the drive. 
Gonzalez hit Pasqualone for the two-
point conversion. The score allowed 
Valhalla coach Stephen Boyer to breath a 
sigh of relief; the Vikings had let a 17-0 
halftime lead get away the week before 
against Westlake. 

“I was worried about the letdown 
factor,” Boyer said. “I wasn’t sure who 
would show up: the team who showed 
up against Westlake, or a team feeling 
sorry for themselves. 
I think our kids felt 
the Westlake game 
was over and it was 
time to move on.”

For the Vikings, 
the game was still 
closer than it could 
have been. Valhalla 
was penalized 16 
times, a problem 
which Boyer said 
has been a trend this 
season.

“We tried to 
be a little more 
disciplined during 
the week. I guess 
on Saturday things 
just go amuck 
sometimes,” Boyer 
said. “I thought we 
worked on that this 

week, and you saw the result today. Flags 
were thrown all over.”

After Anderson left the game, the 
Bears turned to freshman Nick Reish 
at quarterback. After a slow start, Reish 
settled down in the second half. The Bears 
were able to move the ball, but couldn’t 
finish their drives.

“We feel positive with him in there,” 
said Consorti. “We’ll give him a week of 
practice, and I’m sure we’ll come up with 
a game plan that suits him a little better. 
It’s great to have a kid of his ability, but 
he’s a ninth grader so it’s asking a lot. 
Ninety percent of the offense is based 
around Henry.”

The Vikings were without running 
back Michael Ferrara, who suffered a 
concussion in Valhalla’s loss to Westlake. 
Pasqualone and sophomore running 
back Evan Parker, who ran for 68 yards, 
stepped up in Ferrara’s absence. 

Next week, Valhalla hosts Edgemont 
(3-1), while the Bears visit Blind Brook 
(1-2). 

Valhalla Bounces Back by Blanking the Bears

briarcliff  sophomore danny huegel finds some 
running room in saturday’s home game.

the briarcliff  defense converges to tackle Valhalla’s Evan parker during 
saturday’s 20-0 Viking victory.

Valhalla’s Evan parker tries to break away from the tackle attempt of  
briarcliff’s Will Kukowski.

Valhalla quarterback Ralph Gonzalez throws a 
pass in saturday’s 20-0 win at briarcliff.

Freshman quarterback nick Reish of  briarcliff  
runs with the ball in saturday’s game vs. Valhalla.

Erick pasqualone of  Valhalla carries the football along the right sideline vs. 
the host briarcliff  bears.
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By Andy Jacobs
Fox Lane football fans got an early 

glimpse of what running back Tanner 
More is capable of when he scored four 
touchdowns in the Foxes’ opening game 
of the 2015 season. But just three weeks 
later, a knee injury brought an abrupt halt 
to More’s junior-year contributions.

Last Friday night, though, under 
the lights of Memorial Stadium, More 
sure seemed to make up for lost time. 
Almost exactly one year since tearing 
his ACL, he rushed for nearly 300 yards 
and an astounding six touchdowns in a 
remarkable performance that lifted the 
Foxes to a convincing 41-22 victory over 
the visiting Ossining Pride. 

“Tanner was just a beast today,” said 
Fox Lane coach Bill Broggy after watching 
him carry the ball 35 times for 287 yards. 
“It took him a couple of games to get that 
power-run game. But he’s doing a great 
job. The kid, he’s tough. He’s tough. When 
he puts his mind to something, he’s gonna 
drive for it.”

That was never more evident than 
when More dove head first into the end 

zone with just over two and a half minutes 
remaining to complete a 47-yard romp 
for his final touchdown of the memorable 
evening. Despite wearing a bulky knee 
brace to protect his rebuilt left knee, 
More still tormented the Pride defense 
by scoring four times in the second half 
as the Foxes overcame a 14-13 halftime 
deficit.

“You know, my ‘O’ line is just insane,” 
said More afterwards, spreading credit 
to the Foxes’ offensive line. “They make 
holes and they’re just incredible.”

More’s first touchdown of the evening 
came on a 60-yard run late in the opening 
quarter just 23 seconds after Ossining had 
concluded an 11-play, 67-yard drive to 
grab an early lead. But the Foxes couldn’t 
match the Pride’s point-after following 
the long TD run by More and ended the 
first period trailing 7-6. 

The Foxes took the lead midway through 
the second quarter as they went 44 yards 
in six plays, all of them runs by More, who 
eventually wound up in the end zone with 
a nine-yard touchdown. The point-after 
kick gave Fox Lane a 13-7 advantage with 
6:09 remaining in the half. But Ossining 
soon responded with Shamar Holebrook 
scoring his second TD of the game on a 
one-yard run that capped a 10-play, 77-
yard drive. The PAT enabled the Pride to 
regain their one-point edge. 

Fox Lane threatened again shortly 
before halftime, using a serendipitous 
long pass from Jacob Payson intended 
for Kevin Downes that deflected into the 
waiting hands of a trailing Seth Sullo for a 
24-yard gain to the Ossining 36-yard line. 
But two plays later, a screen pass to More 
was ruled a lateral and recovered by the 
Pride.  The Foxes walked off the field at 
halftime still trailing by a point.

“Yeah, that’s tough,” said Broggy about 
the turnover with 1:22 left in the first half. 
“And he was wide open. It’s a play we have 
to work on. I’ll take responsibility for that. 
We haven’t really worked that much on it.”

When the second half began, Fox Lane 
promptly drove 85 yards in 
10 plays. Payson completed 
a pair of passes to Downes 
and one to Sullo to set 
up More’s third rushing 
touchdown of the contest. 
The PAT by Downes gave 
the Foxes a 20-14 lead they 
never relinquished. 

On the final play of the 
third quarter, Downes 
made the first of his two 
interceptions, picking off a 
pass at midfield and racing 
down the right sideline to 
the Ossining 4-yard line. It 
took just one play for More, 
running off right tackle, to 
find the end zone again. 
Isiah Prat-Wade provided 
the extra point this time, 
increasing Fox Lane’s lead 

to 27-14.
Just past the midway point of the final 

quarter, the Foxes punted the ball away 
and were able to pin Ossining on its own 
1-yard line. On first down, Downes, who 
had 81 yards rushing and another 41 
receiving, deflected a rollout pass and 
grabbed the ball at the Pride 13. On the 
next play, More cut back twice and crossed 
the goal line for his fifth touchdown. 

Ossining cut its deficit to 34-22 just two 
minutes later on a 53-yard pass play, but 
More ended any doubt about the outcome 
less than 40 seconds after that with the 
47-yard jaunt for his sixth touchdown on 
an evening he won’t soon forget. 

“I’m so happy right now,” he said shortly 
after time had run out. “I’m sorry, I can’t 
get the smile off my face. Just amazing.”

As impressed as he was with his senior 
running back, Broggy heaped special 
praise on the teammates who helped 
make his big night happen. 

“Tanner did a great job, but you know 
what, the big thing was the offensive line,” 
he said. “I’m the offensive line coach 
and on Monday, after the Greeley game, 
I challenged them. They hadn’t been 
playing well as a group. I challenged ‘em. 
I said, ‘You’ve gotta do it. You have to step 
up.’ We talked about it before the game 
and I think they did a really good job 
today.”

For his part, More never doubted he 
and his teammates would rise to the 
challenge.

“You know, we just had to dig deep and 
pound it, pound it, pound it,” he said. “I 
knew we were gonna break away. It’s just 
a matter of executing. I felt like we had 
the momentum all game because of our 
intensity and our physicality.”

Asked what goes through his mind 
when he’s carrying the football on a night 
like this, More answered, “I can’t really 
think when I’m running. I’m just thinking 
‘end zone, end zone, end zone.’”

Much too often for Ossining, that’s 
exactly where he wound up. 

More’s Six Touchdowns Lead the Foxes Past Ossining

Wyatt singer of  Fox Lane moves toward the 
bouncing football after an ossining punt in Friday 
night’s game.

Fox Lane’s Joshua olsen tackles ossining running 
back shamar holebrook in the 41-22 home win 
by the Foxes.

Fox Lane junior quarterback Jacob payson throws 
a pass during Friday’s win vs. ossining.

Kevin downes leaves ossining’s diego orellana behind as he runs 
with the football at Memorial stadium.

Fox Lane’s tanner More runs for one of  his six touchdowns in Friday night’s 41-22 victory over visiting 
ossining.
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Amani stovall of  Valhalla hits a forehand from 
the baseline in her second-singles match against 
visiting Westlake.

Westlake’s olivia Eng hits a backhand return in 
her straight-sets win in singles last tuesday at 
Valhalla.

Valhalla’s catherine Ramos hits a backhand in her first-
singles match last week vs. Westlake.

nolan McAndrew of  pleasantville turns on the speed as he chases the 
ball in the second half  of  the panthers’ win over Westlake.

Jonathon Kyriakidis of  pleasantville sends a shot into the back of  
the net for a panther goal in the win over visiting Westlake last 
thursday.

pleasantville’s Marc Kyriakidis controls the ball in last 
thursday’s home win over Westlake.

Valeria Venturini of  Westlake gets set to hit a forehand during 
her match at second singles last tuesday afternoon.

pleasantville’s Liam perrine dribbles the ball near midfield in thursday’s 
home game vs. Westlake.

Westlake’s Lauren Unger reaches for a forehand return during her match at first singles vs. Valhalla 
last tuesday.

An
dy

 JA
co

bs
 p

ho
to

s

SPORTS 
SCENE



October 4 - October 10, 2016www.TheExaminerNews.com S-5

Jesi oswald of  Westlake sets her sights on the 
ball in last tuesday afternoon’s game vs. north 
salem.

pleasantville’s Melissa oliveira brings the 
ball up the field in a 3-0 home win over 
Irvington last tuesday.

caroline Kovatch of  pleasantville charges up the middle 
of  the field with the ball during last tuesday’s game vs. 
the Irvington bulldogs.

Westlake’s Keira donnelly moves the soccer ball 
across the field against the visiting north salem 
tigers.

samantha castellano of  Westlake settles the ball 
in the Wildcats’ home game against north salem 
last week.

Westlake senior Julia Gontijo controls the ball 
during the Wildcats’ game vs. north salem.

pleasantville’s Katie Keane races for the ball in the second half  of  last tuesday’s 3-0 victory over 
Irvington.

bridget bonanni of  pleasantville (right) tries to move past Irvington’s heather stack in last week’s 
panther home game.

briarcliff  doubles player Abbigail hentel hits a forehand volley as partner Kacey hamlin looks on from 
the baseline in a home match vs. hastings on Friday afternoon.
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Westlake’s philip Iacono tries to settle the ball in 
the Wildcats’ game at pleasantville last week.

steven buglione of  Westlake has a step on 
pleasantville’s Ryan onuma as they pursue the 
ball in last thursday’s game, won by the host 
panthers.

briarcliff  players, left to right, Amelia Leahy, cynthia 
constaninou, sierra celaj and Kelly o’donnell, 
form a defensive wall in last Wednesday’s home 
game vs. Valhalla. Amelia Leahy of  host briarcliff  settles the ball 

in front of  Valhalla’s Raphaela dasilva last 
Wednesday afternoon. Westlake’s brian Kelly and briarcliff’s Matt cohen 

go airborne near midfield as they battle for 
possession during last Wednesday’s game.

briarcliff’s Jonah Kamen races up the field with 
the ball in the bears’ 3-0 home win over Westlake.

Valhalla’s olivia bespolka races toward the ball in the second half  of  last week’s game at briarcliff.

briarcliff’s Jackie contento and Valhalla’s sarah Adams fight for possession in the bears’ 2-0 home win 
over the Vikings.

Alex Leahy of  briarcliff  moves past Westlake’s Kyle dearborn down the right sideline in last Wednesday’s 
game.
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Bobcats Fall  on a Late TD at Beacon

Sports Wrap

By Tony Pinciaro
Through its first three games this 

season, the Pleasantville football team 
manhandled its opponents without much 
resistance.

Even though the Panthers were 3-0, 
they knew their next three games — 
Nanuet, Ardsley and Westlake — would 
decide their playoff seeding.

On Saturday, Pleasantville traveled 
to Nanuet, also 3-0, and when the final 
whistle blew the Panthers had delivered a 
decisive 34-0 victory making the bus ride 
home a celebratory one.

“After coming off of a big win against 
Putnam Valley last week, we knew we had 
another big one with Nanuet,” said senior 
and two-way starter Doug Crocitto. “We 
had a great week of practice for it and it 
showed on the field today.”

Crocitto could not have been more on 
point. The Panthers dominated both lines 
of scrimmage as they amassed 309 yards 
rushing and 234 yards via the arm of 
quarterback Jack Howe. The sophomore 
finished 13 of 18, including a 66-yard 
scoring strike to Jack Minerva. Junior 
halfback Charlie McPhee led the ground 
game with 120 yards, on 15 carries, and 
three touchdowns.

The Panthers’ defensive performance 
was even more impressive as they limited 
Nanuet to just 85 total yards, including 

64 yards rushing (29 carries) and four 
first downs. Nanuet’s 6-foot-2, 225-pound 
bruising halfback, Connor Breit, had just 
12 yards on six carries. Nanuet only ran 
35 offensive plays, with 10 coming on its 
final possession.

“We feel we have a great defense,” 
Crocitto said. “We play with a lot of heart 
and we take pride in our defense. We call 
ourselves the ‘Swarming Hoard.’ That’s 
our motto.”

Pleasantville’s offense might also need 
a nickname after its performance against 
the Golden Knights. The Panthers were 
able to do whatever they wanted, thanks to 
Crocitto and his fellow offensive linemen. 
Realizing this on their first possession, 
Howe and the skilled-position players 
went to work.

Pleasantville took the opening kickoff 
and marched 80 yards on eight plays, 
capped by a Jack Fitzgerald 1-yard run. 
Howe completed two passes for 22 yards 
and had a 25-yard run to set up the score.

“The offensive line was great,” said 
Howe, who also booted a 32-yard field 
goal. “They gave me time and gave the 
running backs the lanes.”

Howe threw for 228 yards in the first 
half, consistently connecting with his 
receivers on perfectly-executed routes.

“We have so many outside guys who 
have speed and we make plays for each 

other because we have that chemistry,” 
Howe said.

Pleasantville did not punt in the game 
and the only time its offense was stopped 
was because of a fumble.

On the first play of the second quarter, 
Howe hit Minerva over the middle. He 
broke out of a tackle at the Nanuet 40-
yard line and raced into the end zone for 
a 12-0 lead.

After Nanuet registered its only first 
down of the half before eventually 
punting, Pleasantville embarked on a 10-
play, 71-yard drive. McPhee punctuated 
the drive with a 1-yard run. On the drive, 
Howe went 4-for-4 for 49 yards. On a key 
third-and-eight play, Howe rolled right 
and Brian Reda made a sliding catch at 
the 1-yard line.

“Jack has really grown up and matured 
this season,” Crocitto said. “He is doing a 
great job for us.”

Howe said he felt comfortable in 
the offense in large part because of his 
offensive line and coaching staff.

“The line definitely gave me time to 
throw with this being one of our biggest 
games of the year,” Howe said. “We have a 
lot of seniors on the line and they pumped 
us up and had us ready to go.

“Our coaches gave us the right calls 
and we went out and executed. It was 
definitely a lot of fun to play.”

The shutout was especially gratifying 
for Crocitto, who said he had been winless 
in five games against Nanuet.

“To shut them out makes the team and 
I happy,” Crocitto said. “Now we want to 
ride it into our next game.”

Panthers Remain Unbeaten With a Rout of Nanuet

byram hills quarterback Jay bancone drops back 
to pass in the fourth quarter vs. beacon.

byram hills back colin Grimm runs with the football 
in the second half  of  saturday’s game, won by 
the host beacon bulldogs with a pair of  late 
touchdowns.

Quarterback Jack howe

byram hills junior lineman Luke simon takes 
a break in the fourth quarter of  saturday’s 
disappointing 26-21 loss to host beacon.

Junior running back daniel Friedman of  
byram hills tries to turn upfield in saturday’s 
game at beacon.

Jack Frischman of  byram hills celebrates after beacon 
missed a point-after kick in the fourth quarter that 
would’ve tied saturday’s game.  but the host bulldogs 
found a way to win anyway.
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Bobcat-Bulldog Battle in Beacon

QB Jay Bancone Carries the Football
as Byram Hills Tries to Hold the Lead
in the Second Half of Saturday’s Game


