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Upset-Minded

Kevin Downes Scores Two Touchdowns
in Fox Lane’s 24-18 Homecoming Loss
to the Undefeated Arlington Admirals
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By Andrew Vitelli
For a moment in the third quarter 

of Friday night’s showdown between 
Valhalla and Ardsley, it appeared the host 
Vikings’ offensive troubles might not end 
up costing them their second loss of the 
season. 

After driving to Valhalla’s 1-yard line 
with the game tied, the Panthers fumbled 
on the edge of the goal line, and Valhalla’s 
Evan Parker recovered. The momentum 
of the game seemed to shift towards the 
Vikings. 

But the swing was short-lived. After 
taking the ball to their 36-yard line, the 
Vikings fumbled, giving the ball back to 
Ardsley. The Panthers took advantage of 
the field position, scoring two possessions 
later to take the lead and then held on for 
a 14-7 victory. 

“It was a physical game on both sides 
of the ball,” Valhalla coach Stephen Boyer 
said after the loss. “That’s a big, physical 
team. But we went toe to toe with them 

from the beginning to the end.”
Valhalla nearly evened the score on 

its next possession, taking the ball to the 
Panther 9-yard line. The Ardsley defense 
tightened up, however, sacking Vikings 
quarterback Ralph Gonzalez and forcing 
a turnover on downs with 2:36 remaining 
in the game. The Vikings got the ball back 
with about a minute and a half on the 
clock, but Gonzalez’s Hail Mary attempt 
landed short of the end zone as time 
expired.

“We weren’t able to run the ball,” Boyer 
said. “Give [the Panthers] credit, they 
forced us to throw the ball. And we’re 
good at it, but we need to be better.”

Valhalla got on the scoreboard first, 
with Gonzalez capping a four-minute 
opening drive with a one-yard touchdown 
run. Gonzalez, who completed 13 of 22 
passes for 167 yards, hit Erick Pasqualone 
and Luke Ursillo on long passes to get the 
Vikings into the red zone. 

The Panthers tied the game 7-7 on their 
last possession of the first 
half. From the 15-yard 
line, Panthers quarterback 
Julian McGarvey launched 
a pass towards the back of 
the end zone for receiver 
Ricky Chenard. Chenard 
made the catch and he 
landed beyond the back 
of the end zone. After 
conferring, the officials 
ruled the play an Ardsley 
touchdown. 

Valhalla struggled to 
run the ball in the second 
half, and its first three 
drives of the half ended 
in a punt, a fumble and 
another punt. Ardsley 
broke the stalemate with a 
9-yard touchdown run by 
Brett Loccisano with 7:24 
remaining in the fourth 
quarter. The Panthers 
had started the drive on 
Valhalla’s 31-yard line. 

Michael Ferrara led the 

Vikings with 49 rushing 
yards, while Evan Parker 
added 27 yards on the 
ground. Pasqualone rushed 
for 30 yards and added 86 
yards receiving. Ursillo had 
five catches for 54 yards. 
Kevin Williams returned 
after missing the previous 
game with an ankle injury. 

With the loss, the Vikings 
dropped to 4-2, while 
Ardsley improved its record 
to 3-3 on the season. Valhalla 
is now in a five-way tie for 
third place in Class B, behind 
undefeated Pleasantville and 
Westlake. The Vikings host 
Irvington (2-4) on Friday 
evening.

Valhalla Struggles on the Ground in a Loss to Ardsley

the Vikings’ Michael Ferrara carries the football in 
Friday night’s game vs. Ardsley.

Ardsley’s Rickey chenard hauls in a pass near the back of  the end zone for a touchdown that tied the 
game vs. host Valhalla.

Quarterback Ralph Gonzalez looks for a receiver as he runs out of  
the pocket in Friday’s Valhalla home loss to Ardsley.

Valhalla junior Luke Ursillo carries the ball after 
making a catch in Friday’s home game.

Valhalla’s Kevin Williams tries to break a tackle 
after fielding a punt in the 14-7 loss to Ardsley.

Valhalla’s Max cavallo is about to sack Ardsley quarterback Julian 
McGarvey during Friday’s home game.

Erick pasqualone runs with the football in the first 
half  of  Friday’s game vs. the visiting panthers.
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By Andy Jacobs
A huge Homecoming crowd showed 

up at Memorial Stadium on Saturday 
afternoon to see if the Fox Lane football 
team could provide a challenge for the 
undefeated Arlington Admirals. 

Right up until the final moments, the 
Foxes gave their fans reason to believe 
they could send the visitors from Dutchess 
County back home with their first loss 
of the season. But the Admirals’ Elijah 
Greene intercepted a Jacob Payson pass 
with just under two minutes remaining, 
putting an end to a Fox Lane comeback 
bid and sealing a 24-18 Arlington victory 
in the regular-season finale for both 
teams. 

“Yeah, big plays,” said Fox coach Bill 
Broggy afterwards, contemplating why 
his team’s near-upset fell just a little short. 
“But we played well. I’m proud of the kids. 
It was a good game.”

The Foxes, now 3-3, had grabbed a two-
point lead late in the second quarter on 
Payson’s second touchdown pass of the 
half to Kevin Downes. But Arlington’s 
Ricardo Yolas ran eight yards for his 
second of three touchdowns with 1:39 
remaining before intermission and the 

Admirals never trailed again. They built a 
12-point lead midway through the third 
quarter, then barely held on the rest of the 
way to improve to 6-0.

“We’re getting better. We’re improving,” 
said Broggy. “So that’s the most important 
thing. This is the No. 1 team and we 
could’ve won today. So we can beat 
anybody.”

Under an overcast, threatening sky, the 
Foxes quickly found themselves facing an 
early 7-0 deficit as Arlington quarterback 
Austin Heck wasted no time connecting 
on a long pass play to Andrew Biasotti 
that set the stage for a 25-yard touchdown 
run by Yolas just over two minutes into 
the contest.

“Jitters,” said Broggy about the Foxes’ 
shaky beginning on the game’s opening 
possession. “You don’t want to give up 
a touchdown, but obviously it didn’t 
unsettle us. We played a good game.”

Fox Lane answered right back, moving 
the football 82 yards in eight plays to 
get on the scoreboard. On their fourth 
play from scrimmage, Andrew Brown 
burst through the line and ran 66 yards 
before he was caught from behind at the 
Admirals’ 4-yard line. On fourth-and-
goal, Payson rolled to his right and threw 
a pass into the end zone where Downes 
made a sliding catch for the touchdown. 
But the point-after attempt was foiled by a 
fumbled snap, enabling Arlington to stay 
in front.

A 25-yard field goal by the Admirals’ 
outstanding kicker, Alex Maier, exactly 
halfway through the second quarter 
stretched the Arlington advantage to 10-6. 
An impressive interception by the Foxes’ 
Seth Sullo of a long pass by Heck with just 
under four minutes left in the half paved 
the way for a 60-yard touchdown toss 
from Payson to Downes just two plays 
later. Even though the PAT was blocked, 
the big home crowd could still cheer a 12-
10 Fox Lane lead.

But the Admirals needed less than two 
minutes to retake the lead. They went 65 
yards in four plays, highlighted by a 42-
yard pass to Jacob Pfeifer and an eight-yard 
run by Yolas for his second touchdown of 
the day on the next snap. Maier provided 
the extra point and the teams left the field 
at halftime with Arlington ahead 17-12. 

“I know, that was tough,” said Broggy 
about the Foxes’ inability to maintain 
the lead for even a couple of minutes. 
“What can you do? The kids tried. They’re 
certainly working hard, they’re trying 
hard. And it showed. We’ve improved a 
lot.”

The second half began with the Foxes 
advancing the football 43 yards in nine 
plays to the Admirals’ 37-yard line. But 
on third and 11, Payson floated a pass that 
was picked off by EJ Escoto, who took the 
ball all the way to the Fox Lane 10-yard 
line. Two plays later, Yolas scampered 
five yards for his third touchdown and 
Arlington’s cushion was suddenly 24-12 

midway through the third quarter. 
The resilient Foxes responded with an 

eight-play, 80-yard drive that ended in the 
end zone with Sullo grabbing a pass out of 
the air that had been deflected straight up. 
The nine-yard touchdown pass by Payson 
was his third of the game and came just 
three plays after he returned to the field 
after being shaken up earlier in the drive. 
The point-after kick sailed wide to the 
right, but the Foxes were still within six 
points with more than 15 minutes left in 
the game.

Another Fox Lane drive early in the 
fourth quarter that lasted more than four 
minutes came to a halt at the Admirals’ 
39-yard line as Brown was stopped on a 
fourth-and-two play. But the Foxes forced 
an Arlington punt with just under four 
minutes on the clock, raising the hopes of 
their large student cheering section. 

They soon faced a fourth-and-three 
crisis at their own 27-yard line. With the 
outcome on the line, Payson connected 

with Downes on a six-yard pass play to 
maintain possession. But after a 10-yard 
pass to Nathan Lee, the Foxes’ upset bid 
was suddenly halted as a Payson pass over 
the middle was intercepted by Greene 
with two minutes to go. 

“Yeah, you talk about not throwing the 
ball late over the middle,” said Broggy. 
“But it’s his (Payson’s) competitiveness. 
He wants to win. So I’m not upset with 
the kid because he wants to win.”

Broggy had seen enough watching 
Arlington on film that he knew his team 
would be facing an uphill battle with field 
position all day because of the booming 
left foot of the Admirals’ Maier. 

“We started on the 20 on every single 
one of our possessions,” he said. “That 
kid, such a weapon, kicking it in the end 
zone. And we moved the ball on them. 
We were able to move the ball. So I’m 
proud of the kids.”

Next for the Foxes is Saturday evening’s 
Class AA playoff qualifier against Spring 
Valley at the Torne Valley Sports Complex 
in Rockland. Despite two straight losses, 
both with star running back Tanner More 
battling illness, Broggy is looking forward 
to the task ahead. 

“It’s playoff time,” he said. “We’ll see 
what happens.”

Foxes’ Upset Bit Falls Short Against Unbeaten Arlington

seth sullo of  Fox Lane returns a kick during 
saturday’s home game vs. unbeaten Arlington.

Kevin downes puts on the brakes while running 
with the ball during Fox Lane’s homecoming game 
vs. the Admirals.

the Foxes’ Andrew brown runs through the 
Arlington defense for a 66-yard gain in the first 
quarter of  saturday’s game.

Fox Lane quarterback Jacob payson throws a first-
half  touchdown pass to Kevin downes in saturday’s 
homecoming game at Memorial stadium.

Fox Lane’s Joshua olsen is unable to catch a pass after it was knocked away by Arlington’s EJ Escoto in 
saturday afternoon’s game at Memorial stadium.
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Greeley’s Emily Mason sends the ball over the net 
in the Quaker’s road win over Fox Lane.

briarcliff’s Karina Zelinzki controls the ball 
near midfield in the bears’ overtime win vs. 
pleasantville.

pleasantville’s Erin Egan controls the ball as she’s flanked by teammate 
sydney Levine during last Wednesday’s home game vs. briarcliff.

Fox Lane’s Eric discua settles the ball in front of  Greeley’s sam 
Resnick during Friday’s game.

sam Resnick of  Greeley moves the ball up the field in the first 
half  of  Friday evening’s game at Fox Lane. Greeley’s Miles bomback gets set to boot the ball during Friday’s game vs. 

host Fox Lane.

Fox Lane’s Milo Feldman tries to smack the ball 
past Greeley’s Emily Mason during thursday’s 
match.horace Greeley’s Max Furman chases after the ball in the opening half  of  Friday night’s Quaker victory 

at Fox Lane high school.
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chiara Fontaine of  Greeley tries to boot the ball 
to a teammate up the field in last Wednesday’s 
home game.

Fox Lane’s brooke shepherd serves the ball in 
last week’s home match against Greeley.

Fox Lane’s Isabella pansini (left) and Juliette Miranda 
rise together for a block attempt in thursday’s home 
match vs. the Quakers.

Greeley’s olivia bonadies (left) and Allesandra Ahlmen set their sights on the soccer ball in last week’s 
2-1 victory over visiting tappan Zee.

horace Greeley’s stella schwartz gets ready to settle the ball during the Quakers’ home game vs. 
tappan Zee last Wednesday.

Greeley’s Andie steiner bumps the ball back as teammate Katie thorsberg 
looks on during thursday’s three-games-to-none road victory over Fox 
Lane.

Vivian Zymeck of  Greeley slams the ball over the net as Fox Lane’s 
Milo Feldman tries for the block in thursday’s match, won by the 
visiting Quakers.

piper Krase of  Greeley of  Greeley is about to boot the ball 
near midfield during last Wednesday’s home win vs. tappan 
Zee.

Fox Lane’s caroline scanlan tries to tip the ball 
past horace Greeley’s Lizzie Evanko in thursday’s 
volleyball match.
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pleasantville’s Lily Rosenbaum sends the ball over 
the net as Westlake’s caleigh carr tries to stop her 
in Friday’s volleyball match.

bpVW swimmer carly schwab is on her way to victory in the 500 freestyle in 
last thursday’s home meet at pace University.

pleasantville’s Riley Kennedy (9) and Kate stargiotti try to get control of  the 
ball in the panthers’ home game vs. rival briarcliff  last Wednesday.

Maeve McArdle of  the combo team of  briarcliff, pleasantville, Valhalla and 
Westlake competes in the 200 individual medley at last thursday’s swim 
meet vs. Woodlands. briarcliff’s bridget Richer tries to move past 

pleasantville’s bianca balducci during last week’s 
game, won by the bears in overtime.

Jayne Levy of  the briarcliff, pleasantville, Valhalla and 
Westlake combo swim team competes in the diving 
portion of  last week’s meet vs. Woodlands.

Jessica Woods of  Westlake places the ball over the net as pleasantville’s 
Lily Rosenbaum rises to block her during Friday’s match, won by the 
visiting Wildcats.

briarcliff’s Amelia Leahy sprints after the ball in 
last Wednesday’s game at pleasantville.

Westlake’s Allie Iannucci powers the ball past pleasantville’s divya Ramakrishnan and Adrianna depolito 
in Friday’s Wildcat road victory over the panthers.

SPORTS SCENE
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F o x  L a n e  H o m e c o m i n g  2 0 1 6

Sports Wrap

Fox Lane athletic director chris coughlin (left) stands with the latest inductees into the Fox Lane hall of  
Fame, left to right, david Roach (’96), Max Mauro (’04), Kim holden (’09) and Lindsay toppe (’11). the 
four former Fox Lane standouts were honored at halftime of  saturday’s game.

Fox Lane quarterback Jacob payson is chased by a pair of  Arlington defensive players as he scrambles 
in saturday’s game.
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the large Fox Lane homecoming crowd at saturday afternoon’s game at Memorial stadium  looks on from the bleachers as the Foxes battle undefeated Arlington down to the final moments.
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Andy JAcobs photos
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Soccer Under the Stars

Greeley’s Ryan Sullivan and Fox Lane’s Eric Discua
Battle During Friday Evening’s Game in Bedford


