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By Neal Rentz
For the third time in as many 

years, Mount Pleasant School District 
residents will vote on a multimillion 
dollar capital projects bond.

The vote on the $39.6 million 
referendum next Tuesday, Oct. 18 
follows overwhelming defeats of larger 
bond issues in November 2014 and 
March 2015.

Despite the previous defeats, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Susan 
Guiney said she is optimistic voters 
will approve the latest version. District 
officials have trimmed a number of 
projects, reducing the size of the bond 
from more than $55 million in the first 
vote and a combined $42.5 million in a 
three-proposition referendum.

“My sense is a more positive one 
at this point,” she said of community 
reaction.

Unlike the two previous proposals, 
next week’s vote is limited to health and 
safety items and infrastructure work, 
Guiney said. Projects such as a new turf 
field or auditorium renovations, except 
for HVAC systems, have been scrapped 
since the first vote nearly two years ago.

If approved, district residents with 
homes of market values of $500,000 
would pay a maximum of $319 to $367 
additional a year from 2020 to 2025 
depending on whether they are enrolled 
in one of two STAR programs. During 
those years, residents eligible for the 
Senior STAR property tax program 
would pay up to $319 more a year while 

By Andrew Vitelli
In her 26 years with the Pleasantville 

School District, Assistant Superintendent 
for Educational Services Dr. Carolyn 
McGuffog has used her experience as 
a neuropsychologist and educator to 
work with a range of students, finding 
ways to communicate with children with 
developmental disabilities. 

Now, McGuffog will have the chance 
to lead a district after the Greenburgh-
North Castle Union Free School District 
announced last week she will be its next 
superintendent. 

“I feel like it’s a wonderful challenge and 
one that I’m really up for,” said McGuffog 
about her new position. “I look forward 
to the opportunity to take my skill set and 
apply it in a broader setting.”

By Andrew Vitelli
A town judge rejected a plea 

arrangement for former Horace Greeley 
High School drama teacher Christopher 
Schraufnagel over concerns that the 
deal would not require Schraufnagel to 
register as a New York State sex offender. 

“After carefully considering the 
arguments advanced by the People in 
support of the proposed plea agreement, 
I am unable to approve it in its current 
form,” Town Justice Douglas Kraus wrote 
in his 12-page decision on Oct. 5.

Kraus said he was troubled that 
the deal, under which Schraufnagel 
admitted to sexual contact with two 
students, would have resulted in three 
years’ probation and surrendering his 
teacher’s license. However, it did not 
require the ex-teacher to register under 
the state Sex Offender Registration Act 
(SORA). Having to register under SORA 
would maintain that designation for at 
least 20 years. 

Instead, the plea deal would have 
required Schraufnagel to comply with 
the Probation Department’s sex offender 
conditions.

“I have been, and remain, troubled by 
the fact that the present case involves 
multiple SORA-defined sex offenses by a 
teacher against his minor students, that 
occurred over a period of four years, and 
yet the proposed disposition does not 
involve a plea to even one violation of 
a statute that would require registration 
under SORA,” Kraus wrote in his 
decision. 

Accused of abusing students, 
Schraufnagel pleaded guilty in August 
to three misdemeanor counts of 
endangering the welfare of a child.

Originally, the Westchester County 
district attorney’s office charged him 
with one felony – criminal sexual act 
in the third degree – along with six  
misdemeanor charges. 

Assistant District Attorney Mary 

Clark-DiRusso and Schraufnagel’s 
attorney, Stacey Richman, appeared in 
court last Thursday night. The parties are 
scheduled to meet again on Nov. 10. 

Clark-DiRusso said the prosecution 
has submitted an amended plea offer, 
while the defendant’s attorney asked 
Kraus for a reconsideration of the plea 
deal. Schraufnagel, who is reportedly 
receiving cancer treatment, did not 
appear in court, with Richman telling 
the judge her client could not attend due 
to his illness. 

In his decision, Kraus said he was 
concerned that Schraufnagel would 
be “completely free of all supervision 
and restrictions” after three years of 
probation.

“There may well be circumstances in 
which an alternative to SORA’s long-term 
registration approach is appropriate, but 
on the record before me, I am unable to 
conclude that this is such a case,” Kraus 
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David Englesher, the attorney for seven former 
Horace Greeley High School students who are 
suing ex-drama teacher Christopher Schraufnagel 
for sexually abusing them. Schraufnagel’s plea 
deal in the criminal matter was rejected last week.

Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services 
Dr. Carolyn McGuffog will be leaving Pleasantville 
after 26 years.
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wrote.
Kraus went on to say that the defense 

could not name any cases in which a 
person in a position of authority was 
charged with multiple SORA-designated 
offenses but was offered a plea deal 
without one. 

“In light of the serious allegations in 
this case, I am not persuaded that it is an 
appropriate case in which to break such 
new ground,” Kraus stated. 

Kraus raised a couple drawbacks to 
rejecting the plea deal – Schraufnagel’s 
accusers may have to testify against him 
in court and there is the risk of acquittal 
should the case move to trial and the 
benefits of the plea deal would be lost. The 
judge said even if the victims testify, their 
anonymity can be protected. 

Regarding the risk of acquittal, he 
wrote that he has “not been made aware 
of any potential defenses that would 
appear to present an insurmountable bar 
to prosecution of the offenses in this case.”

In addition to the criminal charges 
against Schraufnagel, the former teacher 
also faces civil suits brought by several 
former students. David Engelsher, an 
attorney representing four of the seven 
former students suing Schraufnagel, said 

his clients supported Kraus rejecting the 
plea deal.

“They’re pleased with the judge’s 
decision,” Engelsher said following the 
brief Oct. 6 court proceedings. “They’re 
pleased that the judge did not just 
rubberstamp this and say, ‘Okay, I’ll 
accept this plea. Let’s move on to the next 
case.’”

The proposed plea deal had also drawn 
criticism in the community, with several 
residents writing letters to Kraus asking 
him to reject the deal. 

By Martin Wilbur
A harsh critic of the Chappaqua 

School District’s handling of the 
Christopher Schraufnagel scandal 
blasted school officials last week after 
police officers visited his home on a 
complaint that he made a threat at a 
recent school meeting.

Chappaqua resident Will Wedge, 
who has called for the resignation 
of Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Lyn McKay and Board of Education 
President Alyson Gardner, said two 
New Castle cops came to his door in 
the early evening on Oct. 4.

Wedge said the officers informed 
him that he had made a “pistol gesture” 
at a Sept. 27 meeting. He denied 
making any threatening gestures or 
comments and placed responsibility 
on administrators and the board for 
the toxic environment in the district.

“I think it’s fair to say that the 
atmosphere at that public event was 
emotionally charged,” said Wedge, a 
district parent who will have a child 
in the high school next year. “Many 
residents are at their wits end because 
the district and board have egregiously 
blundered the Schraufnagel scandal 

and are aloof from, and irresponsive to 
the needs of students, teachers and the 
community at large.”

Police Chief Charles Ferry said last 
Friday that the district had received 
two anonymous complaints reported 
to the district via the new Report It 
feature on its website. Ferry said the 
district reached out to the department 
after receiving the complaints.

The chief said he met with Wedge 
last Friday morning and was confident 
the issue had been resolved.

“Nothing will come of it,” Ferry said.
A the special Oct. 6 board of 

education meeting, it was revealed that 
the forum in question was not the Sept. 
27 board meeting but a Westorchard 
Elementary School coffee the same day 
attended by about 70 people as well as 
McKay and other school personnel to 
discuss district safety issues.

Wedge apologized if anything he 
said or did was misconstrued.

“I’m a big guy with a big voice and 
big gestures and when I’m making a 
point I make the point and nobody 
forgets it,” he said. “If you’re threatened 
by me, I’m sorry. It’s the environment 
that’s causing you to be threatened.”

Cops Visit Chap School District Critic 
After Anonymous Complaints

No Deal: New Castle Judge Rejects 
Schraufnagel Plea
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
The Chappaqua Board of Education 

last week approved forming an advisory 
committee that will develop a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) to hire a qualified 
professional to review the district’s 
policies and procedures regarding sexual 
abuse.

At a special meeting on Oct. 6, Board 
President Alyson Gardner announced 
that the expert would also provide 
training to staff and students and advise 
on best practices to prevent sexual abuse 
in an educational setting. Trustees voted 
4-0 to move forward with the action.

“We feel an RFP is the best way to 
ensure that we cast a broad net and find 
the best possible person or organization,” 
Gardner said.

Under the plan, at least one 
representative from recognized 
organizations within the community 
that work with children and/or on school 
issues will be part of the committee, 
Gardner said. Among the groups to be 
represented are the PTA, sports boosters, 
the town recreation department, the 
police department, the Coalition for 
Youth and the district’s R21K Committee, 
she said.

It was not known last week how many 
members will serve on the committee, 
trustees said.

The announcement came as the district 

continues to fend off a torrent of criticism 
for its handling of the case of Christopher 
Schraufnagel, the former Horace Greeley 
High School drama teacher who was 
brought up on charges last year for sexually 
and emotionally abusing students. 

Last Thursday afternoon’s hastily called 
meeting attracted community members, 
including those who complimented 
district officials for forming the 
committee. However, various concerns 
were also raised, ranging from having 
a manageable number of committee 
members, to improving district 
communication to whether the current 
board and administration are capable of 
implementing needed changes.

One skeptical resident was Jules 
Buxbaum, who commended the board for 
the action but questioned how effective 
that step would be. He said what’s more 
important is learning why the system 
broke down, permitting Schraufnagel to 
apparently go undetected for so long.

“The critical thing should be what 
went wrong, how was this allowed to 
happen,” Buxbaum said.

Resident Jane Shepardson said the 
community needs to have a better 
understanding of the type of guidelines 
that will be used in developing the RFP.

She also said communication between 
the district and the community has been 
lacking during her 18 years living in 

Chappaqua. 
“I think the district has not gotten 

out in front of things, and for whatever 
reason we don’t seem to have anyone in 
the district in charge of communication, 
letting the community know that 
you’re doing this, letting people have 
comments, letting people know what’s 
being taken care of, and I’m hopeful the 
board can move forward and make that 
more of a priority,” Shepardson said.

Another resident questioned whether 
meaningful progress can occur 
without change on the board or the 
administration.

Lynne Lambert said she was hoping 
to have come to last week’s meeting to 
see resignations submitted. While the 
committee is a necessary step forward, 

she said there needs to be a shakeup 
because the current group of school 
officials failed the students and the 
community.

“You’re taking some steps forward but 
in my mind you don’t have the crew that 
you need to make change,” Lambert said. 

Board Vice President Victoria Tipp 
said the committee will be formed and 
the RFP will be drawn up as quickly as 
possible. She expressed confidence the 
group will assist the district to properly 
address the matter.

“We are putting our trust in 
community-based organizations to 
do what’s right for the district, and we 
believe they will do that, and we believe 
in complete transparency as to the 
process,” Tipp said.

New Chappaqua Committee to Seek Expert on District Policy Review
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those in the regular STAR program 
would pay a maximum of $345 annually. 
Those not enrolled in either would pay 
up to an additional $367 annually.

Payments would decrease by nearly 
half starting in 2026 for the 20-year 
bond, according to the district.

Guiney said debt service from this 
bond would not be included in the 
annual operating budget until 2018, 
when debt from several previously 
approved bonds would be close to 

expiring, she said. 
If the bond fails, funding for the most 

needed work would have to be funded 
through the annual budget, Guiney 
said. 

At Westlake High School, some of 
the projects proposed include roof 
and boiler replacements; new HVAC 
systems in the auditorium, music 
rooms and administration offices; 
upgrading HVAC controls; replacing 
the gym ventilation system; renovating 
restrooms; upgrading the fire alarm 
system; and replacing doors, electrical 

panels, ceilings, lighting and flooring.
Work at Westlake Middle School 

includes roof, window and boiler 
replacement; new HVAC controls; 
new HVAC systems in the library and 
administrative office; replacing gym 
ventilation; improved handicapped 
access; upgrading emergency lighting; 
renovating restrooms; improving the 
fire alarm system; replacing certain 
interior and exterior doors and electrical 
panels; rebuilding the masonry 
chimney; and replacing sanitary sewer 
piping, ceilings, lighting, flooring and 

carpeting in the music room. 
Middle school/high school campus 

work includes repaving the basketball 
courts; installing a sidewalk on 
Westlake Drive; replacing concrete 
walks; replacing tennis courts; repaving 
asphalt drives and parking lots; 
replacing catch basins; and providing a 
new entry drive and parking lot.

Similar infrastructure and HVAC 
work is also slated for Columbus and 
Hawthorne elementary schools.

The work was recommended in the 
district’s Buildings Condition Survey 
from last year. 

If the proposition is passed by voters, 
the state Education Department (SED)  
would have to approve the project. 
Bidding would begin by next May, with 
construction scheduled to start next 
summer. Most work would be done 
during summer recesses and is expected 
to be completed by 2020.

Voting next Tuesday is scheduled 
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. at the Westlake 
High School gymnasium. The school 
is located at 825 West Lake Drive in 
Thornwood.

More bond information can be 
obtained by visiting the district’s website 
at www.mtplcsd.org.

Mt. Pleasant School Officials Hope $39.6M Bond Vote’s the Charm
continued from page 1
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Valhalla’s $9.9M Facilities Bond Easily Approved By Voters
Valhalla School District voters approved 

the $9.9 million capital bond referendum 
by a nearly 2-1 margin last Thursday 
paving the way for school officials to start 
improvements districtwide.

The bond passed 373-192, according to 
totals from the district.

“The Board of Education would like 
to thank the community for supporting 
the projects included in this bond,” said 
Board of Education President Robert 
Ierace. “When you put all of the projects 
together, this is about the community 
supporting the district’s goals of 21st 
century learning, whole child education 
and placing children first.”

The goal of the bond is to heighten 
educational experiences for all students. 
It transforms the Valhalla Middle/High 
School science labs into a state-of-the-
art environment. It will also renovate the 
Valhalla Middle/High School auditorium, 
providing better acoustics, stage 
expansion and HVAC installation. 

The athletic fields will be reoriented, 
giving the district’s sports teams optimal 
playing time. The bond will also move and 
update Virginia Road School’s playground 
to focus on physical education and health. 
An additional 60 parking spaces will be 
added at Virginia Road.

Of the $9.9 million, $6.6 million will 

be borrowed with the remainder coming 
from the district’s capital reserve fund. The 
estimated annual cost to a homeowner 
with an average assessed home value of 
$500,000 is $122.43 per year for the 15-
year bond.

District officials expect approval from 
the state Education Department (SED) 
by November 2017. Construction is 
expected to begin in May 2018, with the 
exception of the Virginia Road projects, 
which will start next summer due to early 
authorization from the school board. All 
construction is expected to be completed 
by September 2018.

—Martin Wilbur
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant Town Board members 

last week expressed support for a proposal 
to have Pleasantville Community Television 
(PCTV) tape feature programs and 
broadcast various events in the municipality.

The suggestion to consider having the 
station produce programming for the 
town came from Thornwood-Hawthorne 
Chamber of Commerce President Aimee 
Nichols at the Oct. 4 town board work 
session.

Nichols said her business, Berger 
Hardware, was the subject of a PCTV 
“Around the Town” series episode, which 
highlights small, independent merchants. 
Nichols said the feature was helpful in 
publicizing her store, which also has a 
location in Port Chester. 

“I could not believe the response,” she 
said. “I want this for the businesses in our 
town.” 

Nichols also said PCTV broadcasts could 
be used to help promote other aspects of 
Mount Pleasant life, which would be great 
for the town.

PCTV Station Manager Shane McGaffey 
provided town board members with a 
list of potential programming options, 
including shows that could be taped in the 
station’s Pleasantville studio, on-location 
taping of holiday celebrations and town 
recreation department events and short 
documentaries, such as the history of a 

business. 
McGaffey said PCTV could interview 

the supervisor and other town officials on 
various topics to provide information to 
residents. The station could also edit the 
programs upon request from the town. 
PCTV does more than 90 shows a year for 
Pleasantville, he said. 

Mount Pleasant would continue 
broadcasts on its public access Channel 

78, which includes the airing of municipal 
meetings.  

McGaffey said programs could be 
presented in variety of formats, including 
on the town’s public access channel or on 
the town’s website. Programming could be 
funded through fees paid to Mount Pleasant 
from Cablevision, he said.

Though the board made no commitment 
to PCTV, town officials were receptive to 

the idea. Councilwoman Laurie Smalley 
said having another vehicle to provide 
information to the public would be helpful. 
Councilman Mark Rubeo said additional 
television coverage was needed in Mount 
Pleasant. 

“We don’t do a good job promoting the 
good things in town,” he said.

Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said if the town 
partners with PCTV it should begin slowly 
and determine which program formats 
were appropriate.

McGaffey offered the town board a tour 
of the PCTV studios, located on Jackson 
Alley.

Mt. Pleasant Mulls Plan to Retain PCTV for Town Programming

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Pleasantville Community Television Station Manager Shane McGaffey and Thornwood-Hawthorne Chamber 
of Commerce President Aimee Nichols discussed the possibility of PCTV tape and broadcast programming 
for the Town of Mount Pleasant before the town board last week.
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Greenburgh-North Castle, a special act 
school district with four alternative junior 
high and high schools in the region for 
students with developmental disabilities, 
conducted a lengthy interview process 
with Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES, said its board President Dr. 
Robert Maher. An original field of 40 
applicants was narrowed to five. 

The district was looking for someone 
with a strong education background, 
experience working with and having 
empathy for children with disabilities, 

was a leader in the field and demonstrated 
an ability to bring students into the 
program.

“She hit all five,” Maher said, 
explaining that while there were several 
other qualified candidates there was a 
significant difference between McGuffog 
and the runner up. “You want to create 
quality programing for children in 
their immediate vicinity, and we believe 
Carolyn will be a good magnet for that.”

McGuffog, who holds doctorates from 
Teachers College at Columbia University 

in psychology and education, worked 
as a school psychologist at Pleasantville 
for 13 years before moving to the 
administrative side in 2004. 

“It’s very difficult to leave,” McGuffog 
said. “But I am leaving a wonderful staff 
behind in Pleasantville who I am sure 
will carry on the kinds of programs that 
I have established there.”

McGuffog, who begins her new 
position Feb. 1, said she has used her 
background in neurological psychology 
and her experience in education to reach 

children. 
“I just find it absolutely fascinating 

to use that knowledge and to connect 
it with evidence-based programs or 
interventions,” McGuffog said. “I get 
a lot of tremendous positive feedback 
from parents, students and staff.”

McGuffog is excited to use her 
experience to lead a district. 

“Greenburgh-North Castle already has 
a very good reputation and has had a lot 
of success,” she said. “My goal would be 
to bring in a strong clinical piece, and in 
doing so hopefully have the opportunity 
to improve opportunities for students 
who are already there as well as attract 
additional students.”

McGuffog will be replacing 
Superintendent Dr. Edward Placke, who 
will be retiring from the position after 
eight years. Placke will begin a new 
role as the executive director of Green 
Chimneys in Brewster.

“He’s just been one of the greatest 
educational leaders,” Maher said. “He 
really put us on the map and achieved 
and maintained an 80 percent high 
school graduation rate.”

The Greenburgh-North Castle district 
is comprised of Greenburgh Academy in 
Yonkers, Kenneth B. Clark Academy in 
Dobbs Ferry, Kaplan Career Academy in 
New Windsor and REACH Academy in 
West Harrison. 

McGuffog Named to Head Greenburgh-North Castle School District
continued from page 1

Mount Kisco Village Board Candidates Forum 
to Be Held Oct. 18 

The League of Women Voters of 
North East Westchester is holding 
a forum for the candidates running 
for Mount Kisco Village Board on 
Tuesday, Oct. 18, in the Mount 
Kisco Public Library Community 
Room located at 100 E. Main St. The 
evening begins at 7 p.m. 

The program features the three 
candidates running for two seats on 
the board: incumbents Jean Farber 
and Karen Schleimer and challenger 
Patric Kilkenny. The forum is free 
and open to the public. Candidates 

will take questions from Mount 
Kisco residents. The League eserves 
the right to ask questions as well.  

The moderator for the evening is 
Alice McNamara, from the League 
of Women Voters of New Rochelle. 

“We take nonpartisanship very 
seriously,” said League of Women 
Voters of North East Westchester 
Co-president Susan Auslander. 
“Using a moderator from outside 
the voting district is one way to 
demonstrate this to voters and 
candidates. The forum will be run by 

someone who has no vested interest 
in the outcome of the Mount Kisco 
election.” 

The League is a nonpartisan 
organization; while it does take 
positions on issues, it does not 
endorse candidates. 

For more information, contact 
the League of Women Voters of 
North East Westchester at lwv.blns@
gmail.com or visit https://sites.
google.com/site/lwvblns/. Election 
information can be found at www.
Vote411.org.
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By Martin Wilbur
Site plan approval is expected to be 

granted next week for the New Castle Fire 
District No. 1 expansion project, clearing 
the way for the district to move ahead 
with its $15.3 million two-proposition 
referendum on Oct. 25.

The town’s planning board wrapped 
up discussions last Wednesday but held 
open the public hearing until its Oct. 18 
meeting to give the public a final chance to 
comment. Some residents were attending 
a fire district informational hearing on 
the project at the same time the planning 
board convened.

The first proposition is to borrow up 
to $2,674,644 to buy the neighboring 
Chappaqua Animal Hospital property. 
That sum will also include demolition and 
mitigation needed to decontaminate the 
site. The second proposition seeks approval 
to expend $12,703,335 for construction of 
the roughly 16,500 square feet of additional 
space.

If both propositions are approved, the 
average homeowner will see a $215.56 
increase in their fire district taxes for the 
first 16 years. For the final 10 years, taxes 
would likely be about $40 lower, according 
to fire district estimates.

Fire district representatives have 
contended since earlier this year that the 
original 1954 building, enlarged in the 
1970s, is antiquated and cannot house 

today’s modern firetrucks.
There is also a lack of space for volunteers 

to train and for the firefighters’ equipment 
to be decontaminated, Board of Fire 
Commissioners Chairman Christopher 
Weddle said during the district’s Sept. 18 
informational meeting.

The project would also include bunks 
in case volunteers need to stay over in 
emergency situations or if the department 
were to hire professionals; expanded office 
and meeting space, a storage mezzanine 
and a firefighter training area. The building 
would also be more accessible to the public 
and ADA compliant.

Space would be made for the antique 
fire trucks now being stored at the district’s 
Senter Street firehouse. The district would 
likely attempt to sell the Senter Street 
property to offset some of the project’s costs.

However, last week a former Chappaqua 
Fire Department volunteer criticized 
the bond proposal for being excessive 
and unnecessary while two speakers at 
the planning board meeting said the 
district has failed to conduct proper 
public outreach to inform residents of the 
project’s details.

Charlie Bloom, a volunteer for more 
than six years who left the Chappaqua Fire 
Department in 2015 after failing to respond 
to the requisite number of calls while away 
at college, said in his estimation there isn’t 
a need for expansion, particularly the 

bunks, enlarged offices and kitchen.
While a smaller expansion could be 

justified, Bloom said the current facility 
allows the department to handle all the 
emergencies it needs to respond to.

Bloom said it is also to the fire district’s 
advantage to make sure there is as small a 
turnout as possible, he said, and that there 
should be more than three hours of voting, 
the minimum allowed by law.

“Because they don’t advertise their votes, 
they know they can put together a plan 
with all these amenities and they know it 
will get passed because no one will show 
up to vote,” Bloom said.

Attempts to reach Weddle to respond to 
the comments last week were unsuccessful.

Meanwhile, a couple of speakers at the 
Oct. 5 planning board meeting successfully 

urged the board to postpone the vote on 
site plan approval because of the conflict 

Resident Annette Clearwaters said she 
is typically conscientious about staying 
abreast of town issues and only recently 
heard about the expansion proposal.

“Many people are only just now 
becoming aware of this project and are 
kind of appalled at the size of it, quite 
frankly,” Clearwaters said,

The vote will take place at the firehouse 
location at 495 King St. in Chappaqua 
on Tuesday, Oct. 25 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Applications for absentee ballots can 
be obtained from the fire district. If the 
absentee ballot is mailed back it needs 
to arrive seven days before the vote; if 
returned in person it can be delivered until 
Oct. 24.

The current firehouse on King Street and Route 117 in Chappaqua that would be expanded if  a $15.3 
million referendum is approved Oct. 25.

Oct. 25 New Castle Firehouse Vote Looms Amid Criticisms
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                                  MAGNET RECOGNITION PROGRAM® — SITE VISIT

 Northern Westchester Hospital was designated as a Magnet organization in 2012 by the ANCC

Magnet Recognition Program®. This prestigious designation recognizes excellence in nursing

services.  In November 2016, Northern Westchester Hospital is applying for re-designation.

 Patients, family members, staff, and interested parties who would like to provide comments are 

encouraged to do so. Anyone may send comments via e-mail, and direct mail. All comments 
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Address: AMERICAN NURSES CREDENTIALING CENTER (ANCC)

MAGNET RECOGNITION PROGRAM OFFICE

8515 Georgia Ave., Suite 400

Silver Spring, MD  20910-3492

E-Mail: magnet@ana.org

Phone: 866-588-3301 (toll free)
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By Martin Wilbur
A 24-year old Armonk man faces up 

to 25 years in jail after pleading guilty to 
three felony charges last Thursday in the 
December 2015 wrong-way driving death 
of a woman on I-684 in Bedford.

Zachary Tokson, of 9 Seymour Lane, 
pleaded guilty to one count each of 
aggravated vehicular homicide, second-
degree manslaughter and second-degree 
vehicular manslaughter in the death of 
Elena Lopez, according to the Westchester 
County district attorney’s office. Tokson 
was found to be drunk, his blood-alcohol 
level having exceeded .08.

The defendant faces a maximum of eight 
and one-third to 25 years in state prison. 

On Dec. 13, 2015, at 5:49 a.m., 
Tokson was driving a white Lexus 

SUV northbound in the 
southbound lanes. At mile 
marker 16.8, the SUV 
collided head on with the 
victim who was driving a 
gray Ford Focus station 
wagon. The victim died 
instantly on impact from 
multiple blunt force trauma 
injuries.

The defendant suffered a 
laceration over his right eye. 
His female suffered passenger serious 
injuries that required hospitalization 
including broken ribs, a dislocated femur 
and lacerations of the liver and spleen. 
The passenger survived.

A subsequent investigation revealed 
that the defendant had been drinking 

hours earlier at a Brewster 
bar. After leaving the bar 
and having stopped for some 
food, the defendant and his 
passenger drove south on 
I-684, before stopping at the 
Bedford Rest area to take a 
nap. 

The defendant woke up 
and began driving the wrong 
way on I-684 for about 1.1 

miles prior to the collision. 
A search of Tokson’s vehicle revealed 

a closed empty bottle of whiskey and a 
mixed alcohol drink inside a closed soda 
bottle. He was arrested by state police 
following the crash.

Tokson remains out on bail until his 
sentencing scheduled for Jan. 12, 2017.
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Police Blotter
PCounty Police/Mount Kisco

Oct. 2: A 27-year-old Somers man was 
arrested at 6:16 p.m. at his home by county 
police and charged with second-degree 
aggravated harassment and third-degree 
stalking, both misdemeanors. He is accused 
of sending threatening text messages to a 
woman in Mount Kisco. 

Oct. 5: A village resident arrived at the 
Green Street precinct at 1:21 p.m. to report 
that he was the victim of an attempted 
identity theft. The man stated that his bank 
had contacted him in connection with an 

attempt to open a credit card in his name. 
The case was turned over to detectives for 
investigation.

Oct. 5: Police responded to Radio Circle 
5:42 p.m. on a report that a man in his fifties 
was having chest pains. The Mount Kisco 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps responded 
and transported the man to Northern 
Westchester Hospital.

Oct. 5: Report of a loud dispute between 
two people on Amuso Drive at 7:51 p.m. 
The parties were separated and advised to 

stay away from each other.
Oct. 6: Police responded to the Mount 

Kisco Public Library on Main Street at 10:06 
a.m. after staff observed an unattended 
backpack. The bag was checked by an officer 
and found not to be suspicious.

Oct. 6: Report of a gas odor at a Carpenter 
Avenue building at 11:36 p.m. Officers 
determined that the pilot light on a stove 
had gone out.

Oct. 7: A motorist locked her keys in 
her car with the engine running on South 

Moger Avenue at 11:03 a.m. A parking 
authority employee was able to help the 
women gain entry to her car. 

Oct. 7: Police responded to Staples on 
North Bedford Road at 1:12 p.m. after 
employees reported that a woman in her 
thirties or fourties tried to steal $600 worth 
of ink cartridges. The woman fled after she 
was observed by store personnel. The case 
was turned over to detectives for continued 
investigation.

Armonk Man Pleads Guilty in I-684 Wrong-Way Driving Death

Zachary Tokson
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Plans start as low as

$0/ month

The annual election period for MVP Health Care Medicare Advantage health plans is Oct. 15–Dec. 7, 2016. MVP Health Plan, Inc. is an HMO-POS/PPO/MSA 
organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MVP Health Plan depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of 
benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/ 
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium.  Y0051_3110 Accepted 09/2016

From lower rates to hearing aid discounts and a SilverSneakers® Fitness Program membership, 
MVP Health Care® has something for everyone. 

See for yourself at a FREE informational meeting. 
Our no-pressure, no-obligation meetings are a great opportunity to get answers to your questions 
from an experienced MVP Medicare Products Advisor.

A salesperson will be present with information and applications. For accommodations of persons with 
special needs at sales meetings, call 1-888-713-5536.

Reserve a seat or arrange for a one-on-one consultation.

MVP has exciting 
Medicare plan 
options for you.

 Call 1-888-713-5536 
Monday – Friday, 8 am – 8 pm ET. From 
October 1 – February 14, call seven days a 
week, 8 am – 8 pm. TTY: 1-800-662-1220

Visit MVPcanhelp.com

Date Location Time
10/17 Mt. Kisco Library 12:00–1:00 pm  
10/18 Riverfront Public Library–Yonkers 1:00–2:00 pm
10/18 Riverfront Public Library–Yonkers–SmartFund (MSA) Meeting 2:30–3:30 pm 
10/19 Grinton I. Will Public Library–Yonkers 12:30–1:30 pm
10/20 303 South Broadway, 3rd Floor–Tarrytown 12:00–1:00 pm
10/25 303 South Broadway, 3rd Floor –Tarrytown 3:00–4:00 pm
10/26 Mt. Kisco Library 2:00–3:00 pm

Date TimeLocation
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Patricia Caponera
Patricia (Patti) Caponera of Valhalla 

passed away on Oct. 9. 
She was 55.
Caponera was a longtime Valhalla 

resident with her loving husband of 
36 years, Jeff Caponera. She leaves 
behind four daughters, Janice (Michael) 
Vuoso of Yorktown Heights, Jamie 
(Christopher) Sutton of Kendall Park, 
N.J., Jody Caponera of East Windsor, N.J. 
and Clarissa Caponera of Philadelphia; 
her parents, Vincent Palmiotto and 
Brenda (Patrick) Beadnell; siblings 
Margo (John) Markowitz and Raymond 
(Christine) Palmiotto; and many nieces 

and nephews. 
A teacher at Rye Middle School, 

Caponera will be remembered by her 
friends and family as a kind and generous 
woman who loved a competitive game 
of Scrabble and a good math joke.  

A memorial celebration of her life will 
be held at Hawthorne Funeral Home 
on Thursday, Oct. 13 from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Funeral services will be held there on 
Friday, Oct. 14 at 10:30 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her 
name can be made to Rosary Hill Home 
in Hawthorne.

Louis Armanini
Louis Armanini of Pleasantville died 

on Sept. 27. 
He was 86. 
Armanini was born on Feb. 11, 

1930, in New York City to Angelo 
and Catherine Armanini. He attended 
Cardinal Hayes High School and 
Manhattan College and served in the 
U.S. Army during the Korean War.

Armanini was hired in 1959 by the 
Mearl Corp. of Ossining as a research 
chemist, and worked there for 35 
years, becoming a vice president and 
director of research. He was a member 
of the American Chemical Society, the 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science, the Cosmetic Toiletries and 
Fragrances Association and the Society 
of Cosmetic Chemists.

Prior to his work at the Mearl Corp., 
Armanini worked for five years at a 
nuclear research facility for the Curtis 
Wright Corp.

He is the inventor of 10 patents and 
is cited in hundreds more with the 
United States Patent Office for his work 

in physical optics of interference and 
pearlescent pigments. He had written 
many papers and delivered lectures on 
the optics of pigments in the U.S. and 
throughout the world.  

Armanini married Catherine Regan 
in 1958 at Holy Name Church in New 
York City. They were Pleasantville 
residents for 45 years, later retiring to 
their home in Jupiter, Fla. He enjoyed 
tennis, golf, the New York Mets and 
entertaining friends and family.

Along with his wife, Armanini is 
survived by his four children, Lawrence 
Armanini of Northborough, Mass., 
Claire Maino of White Plains, Karen 
Clark of Jupiter, Fla. and Stephen 
Armanini of Antioch, Calif. He is also 
survived by six loving grandchildren. 

The family received friends on Oct. 
1 at the Beecher Flooks Funeral Home 
in Pleasantville. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated that day at Holy 
Innocents Roman Catholic Church 
followed by burial at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne.

Obituary
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Thomas DeVesta
Thomas R. DeVesta of White Plains 

died on Oct. 8. 
He was 66.
DeVesta was born on Nov. 20, 1949, 

to the late Rocco and Joanne (nee Futia) 
DeVesta in White Plains. He worked 
for the North Castle Water and Sewer 
Department in Armonk. 

DeVesta is survived by his devoted 
wife, Sheryl (nee Capone) DeVesta, of 
White Plains and his loving sister, Roxane 
(Michael) Katzenberger, of White Plains. 
He was predeceased by his brother, 
Joseph DeVesta, in 2011. 

Visitation will be at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Wednesday, Oct. 12 from 2 to 
4 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. Funeral services 
will be held there on Thursday, Oct. 
13 at 10 a.m. followed by interment at 
Mount Calvary Cemetery in Greenburgh. 
Memorial services will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 15 at 1 p.m. at Hillside 
Church, located at 448 Bedford Rd. in 
Armonk. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to 
Westchester Medical Center in Valhalla 
would be appreciated.

Barry Matthews
Barry W. Matthews of White Plains 

and formerly of Greenburgh died on 
Oct. 8. 

He was 63.
Matthews was born on Feb. 24, 1953, 

to the late William and Mary Matthews 
in White Plains. He was a retired 
deputy chief with the Fairview Fire 
District, retiring in 2009 after 29 years 
of service. He was a proud member of 
the Westchester County Firefighters 
Emerald Society Pipes and Drums. 

Matthews is survived by his devoted 
wife, Bernadette (nee Voelkel) 
Matthews, of White Plains; his loving 
children, Brian (Elizabeth) Matthews 
of Yorktown and Megan Matthews of 

Valhalla; one brother, James (Debi) 
Matthews, of Yorktown; and three 
cherished grandchildren, Tara, Fiona 
and Brendan. He was predeceased by 
his brother, William Matthews. 

Visitation was scheduled for 
Hawthorne Funeral Home on Monday, 
Oct. 10 and Tuesday, Oct. 11 from 2 to 4 
p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. A funeral Mass will 
be held at Holy Name of Jesus Church 
in Valhalla on Wednesday, Oct. 12 at 10 
a.m. followed by interment at Mount 
Calvary Cemetery in Greenburgh. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
New York Police and Fire Widows’ and 
Children’s Benefit Fund P.O. Box 26837 
N.Y., N.Y. 10087 would be appreciated.

Joseph LoCarro
Joseph LoCarro of Yonkers died on 

Oct. 8. 
He was 94.
LoCarro was born on March 30, 1922, 

to the late Rocco and Sadie LoCarro in 
the Bronx. He proudly served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II. LoCarro 
was a retired owner/manager of various 
restaurants in Westchester and New York 
City. 

LoCarro is survived by his devoted 
wife, Marion (nee Squadrito) LoCarro, of 
Bronxville; his loving daughters, Susan 

(Dominick) Balsamo, of Bronxville and 
Donna (Ronald) Ciriclio of Valhalla; his 
four cherished grandchildren, Michael 
(Nina), Amanda, Evan and Dylan; and 
one great-granddaughter, Liliana. He 
was predeceased by his daughter, Linda 
Murtha, in 1975. 

There are no visiting hours. A funeral 
Mass will be held at Our Lady Queen 
of Peace Chapel at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery on Wednesday, Oct. 12 at 11 
a.m. Interment to follow.
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By Martin Wilbur
For the people who founded Armonk’s 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in 1842, 
launching a brand new congregation in 
a sparsely populated community was an 
enormous leap of faith.

“They placed trust in God that enabled 
them to do something…that was actually 
far beyond the reasonable expectation 
of the day,” said Bishop Andrew 
M.L Dietsche, who leads New York’s 
Episcopalian diocese. 

“They did something here that was an 
investment in the future they could have 
little confidence in. They were taking a 
step into the unknown and the trust in 
God that made that possible is the kind 
of trust and the quality of character that 
the church requires of everybody of every 
age.”

On Sunday afternoon, St. Stephen’s 
parishioners and community members 
gathered at the Bedford Road church to 
celebrate what their forbearers established 
by kicking off the congregation’s 175th 
anniversary year with a special afternoon 
service. It simultaneously commemorated 
the rededication of the church’s recently 
renovated sanctuary, which was 
completed late this summer.

The service featured prayer and song 
as well as Dietsche’s guest sermon, where 
he stressed how when community leaders 
arrived in locales such as Armonk, they 

established churches, many of which have 
endured for generations.

“St. Stephen’s Church was not simply 
a project for the people who lived in this 
community, it was part of a movement, 
a movement that carried the Episcopal 
church out of New York City, upstate and 
ultimately in the areas that they’re in still 
today,” Dietsche said.

In fact, St. Stephen’s is credited with 
being a driving force in helping to 
establish Armonk as a community, said 
congregant Paul Lashmet, who served 
as an usher for Sunday’s event. Much of 
the church’s land was subdivided in the 
mid-19th century for houses, when what 
is today’s hamlet was referred to as Miles 
Square, he said.

Lashmet said the names of the church’s 
leaders throughout its history are the 
same as streets in town while others made 
major contributions such as helping to 
create the North Castle Public Library.

“It’s not just about St. Stephen’s and it’s 
175th, but it’s where’s our space within 
the community and helping to name 
Armonk,” Lashmet said.

St. Stephen’s Rev. Nils Chittenden, the 
church’s religious leader, said that last 
month the congregation resumed holding 
its Sunday services in the sanctuary. For 
much of the past year services were held 
in the parish house on the grounds with 
holidays celebrated at St. Mary’s, another 

historic church, on East Middle Patent 
Road.

Chittenden said he was thrilled that 
Dietsche, who oversees about 200 
congregations in the diocese, could 
accommodate the church’s special 
occasion into his schedule. He was equally 
pleased with how the refurbishment 
project progressed and that it was 
completed by the end of the summer.

“I think people are very happy with 
the way it’s turned out and I, personally 
speaking, couldn’t be happier,” Chittenden 
said. “It looks so wonderful.”

By the end of the year, the final piece will 
be in place – installation of the church’s 
upgraded organ, he said. It is scheduled to 

be re-installed along the sanctuary’s back 
wall in time for Christmas. A portable 
organ placed toward the front near the 
choir is being used until then.

Another $40,000 needs to be raised to 
finish paying for the improved organ, said 
parishioner Neal Baumann.

Throughout the next year, there will be 
various programs to celebrate the 175th 
year, Chittenden said, including concerts, 
a Valentine’s Day tea, a pancake supper 
and events connected to Christmas and 
Easter. 

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS
Above: St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Rev. Nils 
Chittenden, left, finishes the service with Bishop 
Andrew M.L. Dietsche commemorating the start 
of  the congregation’s 175th anniversary year. 
Right: St. Stephen’s Church was founded in 1842.

St. Stephen’s in Armonk Kicks Off Milestone Anniversary Year

Sunday, October 16  1 - 3 pm
Sunday, October 30  1 - 3 pm

Sunday, November 13  1 - 3 pm
DROP-BY DAY

Monday, October 31  9:30 - 11:30 am

Soundview 
Preparatory School

370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 
914 962-2780  •  soundviewprep.org

FALL OPEN HOUSES

FALL IN LOVE 
with

SOUNDVIEW PREP!

Co-ed day school for grades 6–12  •  Picturesque campus  • 4-to-1 student-faculty ratio  •  Excellent college placement  •  Rolling admissions 

At Soundview Prep, we provide small classes, individual attention 
and an atmosphere of encouragement unlike any other school. Join
us for a Fall Open House or Drop-By Day, tour our beautiful campus 
during foliage season, and see what makes a Soundview education so
unique. Call (914) 962-2780, ext. 112 to register or just stop by.



October 11 - October 17, 2016 The Examiner12

By Martin Wilbur
Four Westchester cities will collaborate 

on a $750 million program to bring 
gigabit broadband to their municipalities 
within three to five years to attract new 
businesses and create jobs making the 
county more economically competitive.

Representatives of the Westchester 
County Association (WCA) and other 
business leaders joined the mayors of 
White Plains, Yonkers, New Rochelle and 
Mount Vernon on Oct. 6 to announce 
Smart City ComPACT, a public-private 
partnership that will pool resources to 
undertake the ambitious initiative.

While a modest but growing number 
of small and medium-sized cities have 
already connected to gigabit broadband, 
which is 200 times faster than today’s 
typical connections, this effort is believed 
to be the first time multiple jurisdictions 
in the United States are partnering to 
bring the coveted technology to their 
areas.

“We need the right infrastructure with 
the capacity to make us competitive in 
the new economy. This is nothing short 
of revolutionary for our county,” said Bill 
Moody, president and CEO of the WCA.

“We’re going to be closing the digital 
divide, sparking innovation and making 
our county competitive again, creating 
jobs and realizing municipal efficiencies,” 
he added.

The county’s four largest cities, with 
roughly 500,000 residents combined, 
about half of Westchester’s population, 
would be able to aggressively entice 
businesses by offering a service that 
companies would have to relocate to 
obtain.

White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach said 
he frequently meets with entrepreneurs 
and representatives of companies looking 
to operate within a reasonable commute 
of Manhattan but who don’t want to pay 
the exorbitant New York City rent or real 
estate prices. Those business people have 
often inquired about services such as 

mass transit, the reliability of electrical 
service, and more recently, access to the 
type of high-speed Internet that gigabit 
broadband provides, he said.

The high-grade technology can 
help provide wider telemedicine and 
population health initiatives; improve 
communications for first responders 
who need to share large amounts of data 
more rapidly and securely; bring more 
online education to the public; and enable 
businesses to download large files and 
videos in second.

“This is an opportunity to work 
together to get the best package for our 
communities, our region, and it can be a 
real game changer,” Roach said.

To achieve its goals, the organization 
and the four cities will collaborate to seek 
joint funding, develop state and federal 
legislative agendas and develop best 
practices, Moody said.

Joan McDonald, the former state 
Department of Transportation 
commissioner who was hired in late 
August as a strategic adviser for the WCAs 
Blueprint for Smart Growth, said one of 
the first steps will be to identify each city’s 
technology infrastructure needs. Since 
there is an intermunicipal component, the 
WCA and its partners will also research 
what regulations or laws would have to be 
created or refined, McDonald said. 

Chattanooga was one of the first cities 

in the U.S. to get gigabit broadband, 
having been joined by Kansas City, Seattle 
and Huntsville, Ala., but New York is in 
the midst of creating its own program, she 
said.

“We don’t want to be viewed as the 
sixth borough (of New York City), but 
we want to make sure that these startups 
have a place to go, and these four cities are 
natural options for them, McDonald said.

Funding to bring in gigabit broadband 
would have to come from a variety of 
sources. Moody said. That would be 
achieved through private donations, 
grants and state and federal money. Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo has also set aside money 
to spread high-speed Internet access 
throughout the state, although much of 
those funds have been focused on rural 
areas.

Business leaders and officials also hope 
that the promise of a lucrative contract 
proposal to technology providers will 
slash the cost through competition.

“This is going to be a sought after 
piece of business,” said WCA Chairman 
Bill Harrington. “An investment of $750 
million is a huge amount of money, of 
course it is… (but) they’re going to want 
to have a piece of that business.”

“We can’t shrink back because there’s 
a cost to it,” said Mount Vernon Mayor 
Richard Thomas. “We can’t afford to keep 
things the same.”

New Partnership Formed to Bring Gigabit Broadband to Westchester

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Westchester County Association President and 
CEO Bill Moody is surrounded by county business 
leaders and the mayors from White Plains, 
Yonkers, New Rochelle and Mount Vernon last 
Thursday. It was announced that the four cities 
and the WCA are partnering to bring high-speed 
gigabit broadband to the county within five years.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

By Salvatore DiCostanzo
The Medicaid look-back period is 

very different from the penalty period 
and as always the rules are different 
depending on whether you are seeking 
Medicaid to cover the cost of home care 
or nursing home care.  

Conceptually, the look-back period 
is the period where asset transfers may 
impact your eligibility for Medicaid. 
The penalty period is the consequence 
of transferring such assets. First, I will 
discuss the rules pertaining to nursing 
home eligibility followed by the less 
stringent rules for home care.

For nursing home eligibility, the 
look-back period is the 60-month 
period preceding the date that you 
enter a nursing home and apply for 
Medicaid. For instance, if you enter a 
nursing home on Nov. 1, 2016, and seek 
Medicaid eligibility beginning on that 
date, the look-back period is the period 
beginning Nov. 1, 2011.

From a practical perspective, this 
means that the local Medicaid office 
will require that you submit financial 
records for this entire period for review. 
Generally, the local Medicaid office 
will review all transactions in excess of 
$3,000.  

While outside the scope of this 
writing, it is important to note that for 

purposes of determining the aggregate 
value of transfers during the look-back 
period, not all transfers are subject 
to the calculation of a penalty.  For 
instance, transfers to spouses are exempt 
transfers as well as transfers to or for 
the benefit of a disabled child.  There 
are also certain exempt transfers that 
can be made when transferring your 
homestead. If transfers are discovered, 
they will be aggregated and subjected to 
the calculation of a penalty period.

The penalty period is calculated by 
dividing the total amount of transfers by 
a regional rate and is always represented 
in months. The regional rate differs 
by county. By way of example, if you 
transfer an aggregate of $100,000 during 
the look-back period and the regional 
rate in your county is about $10,000, 
the penalty period will be 10 months 
($100,000 divided by $10,000). This 
means that Medicaid will not pay for 
your nursing home for the 10-month 
period beginning on Nov. 1, 2016, and 
ending on Aug. 31, 2017.

Contrary to what you may hear, 
Medicaid does not make you retrieve 
the assets you transferred. Quite frankly, 
it’s not their problem. They will simply 
deny coverage for the penalty period. 
This means that you need to figure out 
how to pay privately for the nursing 

home during the penalty period. 
This could potentially cause a serious 
financial issue if those assets cannot be 
made available for your care.

For homecare purposes, there is no 
look-back period, and likewise, no 
penalty for transferring assets.  Assume 
you seek caregivers to assist with your 
activities of daily living beginning Nov. 
1, 2016. If you transfer your assets in 
the month of October, leaving you with 
no more than $14,850 in assets, you 
will be eligible for home care services 
beginning Nov. 1, 2016. 

While the penalty period is somewhat 
unavoidable, the look-back period must 
be contemplated in advance. Many of 
the planning techniques we implement 
as elder law attorneys involve the 
transfer of assets, usually to a Medicaid 
trust. If you wait too long, you will be 
caught by the wide net of the look-back 
period ultimately resulting in spending 
your assets for the cost of care.

Salvatore DiCostanzo, a partner with 
Maker, Fragale & Di Costanzo, LLP in Rye 
and Yorktown Heights, is an attorney and 
accountant whose main area of practice 
is elder law and special needs planning. 
For more information, call 914-245-
2440, visit www.plantodayfortomorrow.
com or e-mail smd@mfd-law.com.    

Anyone who lives in Westchester 
is keenly aware that property taxes 
are high and many families are under 
increasing pressure to make ends meet 
because of those tax bills.

As a result, it’s understandable why 
voters, many of whom are already 
overextended, decided each of the past 
two years to oppose the capital projects 
bonds presented by the Mount Pleasant 
School District. Those votes, a single-
proposition $55.8 million bond in 2014 
and a three-part referendum for more 
than $42 million in 2015, were large and 
would have cost the taxpayers plenty. 

It could also be argued that there were 
likely some items that weren’t absolutely 
necessary.

Next Tuesday’s referendum for $39.6 
million is still quite significant and 
won’t come cheaply for homeowners, 
at least not in the years 2020 to 2025, 
before decreasing markedly for the 
remainder of the 20-year bond. Even 
with those enrolled in the regular or 
senior STAR programs, it will cost in 

excess of more than $300 a year during 
that period.

However, if anyone were to review 
the list of projects that would be funded 
through approval of next Tuesday’s 
bond vote, there is no fluff, nothing 
that could be considered a luxury item 
– unless your idea of luxury is having 
boilers, HVAC systems and fire alarms 
that work, roofs that don’t leak and 
parking lots and walkways that aren’t 
riddled with potholes.

While none of these items are directly 
related to education, maintaining a 
proper and comfortable environment 
has everything to do with learning. It’s 
hard for teachers and students to be 
at their best if the heat is broken or if 
there’s a leak over their head.

The bottom line is that the work 
needs to get done. Two years have been 
lost with the previous two bond defeats 
and there are just too many projects for 
this work to be completed piecemeal 
with funding coming from the annual 
budget.

An important factor for voters 
who may be pondering a no vote: 
since capital projects funded through 
bonds are exempt from the tax cap for 
school districts, these funds will not 
limit the district’s ability to address its 
educational needs by hampering its 
ability to raise money through taxes. If 
money is diverted from elsewhere in the 
budget – unless it’s coming from fund 
balance – to pay for new lights or a leaky 
roof, that will count toward the district’s 
flexibility in navigating the cap.

With the Consumer Price Index still 
at fractional levels of increase, at least 
for municipalities now working on their 
2017 budgets, it would mean little to 
nothing would be left for programs.

The cost is a hefty sum for a segment 
of the population, particularly for 
seniors on fixed incomes. However, it’s 
time to get the work done and protect 
the schools for this generation of 
students and beyond.
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By Martin Wilbur
For the past few weeks Tracy Burtz 

has been faced with exceedingly difficult 
decisions.

The oil painter, who also has created 
a large collection of pastel and charcoal 
drawings, has endured the agonizing 
process of choosing roughly 30 works 
that will fit into the space at the Katonah 
Art Center’s Anderson Chase Gallery in 
Goldens Bridge.

On Saturday, Burtz will open her 
latest show, “Eye Candy,” a retrospective 
exhibit encompassing works from the 
past 15 years of her career, a broad span 
that she is unaccustomed to.

“It’s going to take a long time to hang 
a show like this because how do you do 
it?” Burtz commented last week while 
still touching up some of her pieces. “Do 
you do it by genre? Do you do it by year? 
I have to kind of leave it to (the gallery). 
I’ve never done anything like this.”

What Burtz, 59, has done is display 
her work in a wide range of venues in a 

career that has spanned four decades. She 
has shown in galleries from Manhattan 
to Paris, including 10 solo exhibitions, 
featuring a constantly evolving style.

Much of her work that adorns the 
walls of her Pleasantville house, and also 
in various stages of completion in the 
converted garage that serves as her home 
studio, are of women, sometimes with 
inquisitive or mysterious expressions. 
She uses a broad range of colors while 
painting, but then there are the charcoal 
drawings, completely void of color.

For the most part, she has abandoned 
the still life paintings, a major part of her 
early career.

Rather than try to explain her work, 
Burtz prefers to leave it to the viewing 
public to interpret.

“Now I try to say as little as I can, but 
be as specific as I can,” said Burtz, who 
has a grown daughter, an actress. “I think 
I try to leave as much open so anybody 
can put their own story to it.”

Burtz, who moved to Pleasantville 

from South Salem four years ago to be 
close to the Jacob Burns Film Center 
and other cultural venues, discovered 
her future career when taking a junior 
high school art class. She soon began 
commuting by train on Saturdays to the 
Bronx Art Students League.

She concentrated on art at New 
Rochelle High School, then headed off 
to Boston University School for the 
Arts where Burtz earned her bachelor’s 
and later her master’s in fine arts from 
Queens College. She also studied at the 
New York Studio School.

While a working artist, Burtz has also 
taught on a consistent basis in schools 
around the county, from young children 
to graduate students. For the past five 
years, she has been at the Katonah Art 
Center, where she enjoys teaching young 
children.

“They’ll do anything. 
There’s no right or wrong, 
so they’re free,” said Burtz, 
who loves to read and hike 
in her spare time and is 
now learning to play the 
flute. “It’s very hard to 
be free, and I see it a lot 
with my students. It’s very 
different. You know when 
I’m free? When a painting 
is not good and I don’t care, 
and then I just attack, and 
that’s when I do my good 
stuff.”

After a five- or six-year 
hiatus from doing solo shows, Burtz 
returned with two exhibits last year. 

Burtz has a room adjacent to her 
studio that has hundreds of her works, 
then another site with at least as much 
volume.

“There was a lot going on in my 
life, personal stuff, and then I stopped 
showing, galleries closed,” she said. “I 
had a gallery that I showed in at Madison 
and 65th. They closed. I stopped working 
with another gallery I went to for years. I 
just worked. I didn’t show.”

Her exhibit at the opens this Saturday, 
Oct. 15 at the Anderson Chase Gallery, 
located at 65 Old Bedford Rd. in Goldens 
Bridge with a reception from 3 to 5 p.m. 
The exhibit continues through Nov. 12, 
open weekdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

know your
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Tracy Burtz, Artist
Pleasantville
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By Andrew Vitelli
Pace University marked the opening 

of the newly-constructed Elm Hall 
residence last Thursday, completing 
its three-year $100 million project 
to enhance the school’s facilities and 
merge its Briarcliff and Pleasantville 
campuses. 

“The story of Elm Hall began with 
a commitment to create a new and 
modern campus on this wonderful site 
focused around a strong, integrated 
student life and a living and learning 
community,” Pace President Stephen 
Friedman said at an Oct. 6 ribbon-
cutting ceremony held outside the new 
residence. “The dream was a collective 
one, a single vibrant campus where Pace 
students work together, play together, 
learn together and succeed together. 
And what a really beautiful ending  
this is.”

The multiyear plan moved student 
housing from the Briarcliff campus, 
which is just over three miles away, to 
the main campus in Pleasantville. This 
allows students to walk from their 
dorms to class rather than taking a bus 
to the Pleasantville campus. 

“It’s about breathing new life into 
this campus, and I, for one, can feel 
the new energy and enthusiasm when 
I walk around campus,” said Resident 
Hall Association President Kevin 
Capobianco. “It is awesome when you 
walk around campus day or night and 
see people hanging out in the new 
quad or all the amazing lounges we  
now offer.”

Construction of the 272-bed Elm 
Hall cost $23 million and features 
both partial and full suites along with 
study lounges, classroom space and the 
university’s IT Data Center. 

“Westchester County’s lynchpin 
is intellectual capital,” said Deputy 
County Executive Kevin Plunkett. 
“What we have in Westchester Country 
is the educational foundation to create 
students, to create leaders of the future, 
and Pace University is at the forefront of 
that success.”

Last year, Pace opened its first new 
residence hall on campus, the four-
story 125,000-square-foot Alumni Hall. 
That residence includes lounges, study 
rooms and First Year Interest Groups, 
themed communities aimed at bringing 
students with similar interests together.

“You really do start to look around and 
see these projects as if they were your 
children,” said Mark Besca, chairman of 
the university’s board of trustees. “You 
watch them begin life as a glimmer 
in an architect’s eye, and watch them 
grow into structures that will define the 
university’s future.”

As part of its transformation, Pace 
has built a new Environmental Center 
Complex and expanded the Jeanette 
and Morris Kessel Student Center. The 
university has also upgraded its athletic 
facilities, spending $13.5 million on 
new baseball, softball and multipurpose 
fields and on the 14,000-square foot 
Ianniello Field House.

“Our vision was to increase the 
critical mass of students and residents, 
to enhance their experience here and by 
enriching the co-curricular programing 
through the living and learning 
communities,” noted Associate Vice 
President and Dean for Students Lisa 
Bardill Moscaritolo. “I can proudly say 
that we are doing this now.”

Pace Opens New Residence Hall 
Completing Campus Merger 

ANDREW VITELLI PHOTOS
Pace University President Stephen Friedman speaks at last Thursday’s ceremony to open Elm Hall.

Officials from Pace University cut the ribbon 
to mark the opening of  the new Elm Hall 
residence, marking the completion of  the school’s 
transformation.
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This has always been my 
favorite time of year to weed 
because when I yank those 
nasty invaders, they all stay 
weeded and I don’t have to 
worry about the chore again 
until next spring. 

But I speak out of both 
sides of my mouth because 
I actually enjoy weeding. 
To me it’s therapy, and it’s a 
compulsive activity.  

It never fails. I’ll be in 
a rush to meet a client, 
dashing to my garage across 
my parking area, covered 
with crushed bluestone, and 
I’ll spy a tiny fleck of green 
peeking through the gravel. I 
must stop to pull it out.  

When I bend over, I drop my car keys, 
my glasses fall out of my shirt pocket 
and, if the weed is deep-rooted, like a 
dandelion, my hands get dirty, requiring 
that I return to the house to wash them 
after the deed is done.

Or I’m coming home very late, dead 
tired and I notice that, almost like 
spontaneous combustion, that nasty 
grout weed has all but consumed a 
clump of perennial geraniums. It’s 
getting dark but there I am, stooped over 

again, releasing those delicate 
flowers from the clutches of 
that hostile invader.

Worse yet, we might be 
entertaining guests on our 
patio and, in my peripheral 
vision, I detect another 
unwelcome visitor in a nearby 
flower bed. Nonchalantly, I’ll 
push myself out of my glider, 
perhaps in the middle of a 
sentence and conduct an 
enemy attack without missing 
a beat. Annoyed, my wife later 
tells me that I must not have 
been giving full attention to 
our guests.

Yes, I confess. I’m a 
compulsive weeder.

When I first discovered the joys of 
gardening as a youngster, it was all 
about planting annuals and seeing 
quick results. But by the time I was in 
high school, perhaps in dealing with my 
impetuous nature, I found that I equally 
enjoyed pulling weeds to help ease those 
first bouts of post-adolescent anxiety.

My weeding addiction became full 
blown as an adult when I moved to 
Westchester from the city and my 
responsibilities were upgraded from a 
small square patch of earth in front of 

my house, where a sickly gingko tree 
sprang from the concrete sidewalk, to 
a verdant acre-and-a-half of lawn and 
garden. 

At the same time, I had started a new 
job and commuted a long distance every 
weekday to report to a boss who was 
the “Mr. Hyde” personality of all time. 
My weeding activity was especially 
intense during that period. Every time 
I yanked a weed, it was as though I was 
vicariously yanking his head bald, even 
though he was already bald.

Lest one think that I need 
intervention, I would say that there are 
good compulsive habits and this might 
be one of them.

Considering that a single weed can 
produce as many as 250,000 seeds, 
and that those seeds arrive through 
a multilevel attack from the air, rain 
runoff and bird droppings, weeding 
would seem to be a losing battle. But 
there are preventative measures that can 
help diminish sprouting weeds.

Just keep up with the following:
• Uproot the offenders and place them 

in the compost pile before they go to 
seed. 

• Mulch, mulch, mulch. A three- to 
four-inch layer of mulch applied 
between plants or garden rows can 

slow down or in many cases prevent 
the re-growth of weeds. 

• In the spring, after preparing the 
soil for planting, let it set for seven 
to 10 days. Then work the surface of 
the soil with a hoe. This will slice off 
the newly emerged weed seedlings. 
If you have time before planting, let 
the soil rest another week or so and 
hoe again.

• Cover the soil for a short while with 
black plastic, but don’t leave it on 
for more than a couple of months 
because the soil needs air and water 
to remain healthy.

• Use those vertical barriers, such as 
wood, metal or heavy plastic edging 
to prevent grass and weeds from 
encroaching from lawn to garden.

 And be mindful of what William 
Shakespeare wrote: “Sweet flowers are 
slow and weeds make haste.” 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Joy of Weeding When it Stays Weeded
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By Colette Connolly
When you think of dance schools, 

children’s ballet, tap or hip-hop classes 
usually come to mind. But at Josie’s 
International School of Dance, there’s a 
lot more movement to discover.  

Originally established in Ossining 
in 2004, artistic director and founder 
Josie LaRiccia is excited to come 
to Pleasantville, where she recently 
relocated, and hopes to add to the 
village’s lively cultural arts scene. 

“We’re delighted to be in this new 
community,” LaRiccia said. “Our 
instructors are enthusiastic to share 
their knowledge and passion of their 
dance experiences with everyone.”

A Boston University graduate with a 
bachelor’s degree in anthropology and 
an avocational degree in archaeology 
from Norwalk Community College, 
LaRiccia pursued her passion for dance 
after college. 

Combining her ballet studies with an 
interest in ethnic dance and percussion, 
LaRiccia studied flamenco and escuela 
bolera, a balletic Spanish folk dance, 
also known for using castanets. She 
then performed for 10 years in the 
tristate area.

Her interest in world dance grew to 
include Argentine tango, belly dancing, 
salsa, bachata, cumbia and merengue 
and Hawaiian hula, all of which she 
offers at the studio.

LaRiccia’s talented and dedicated 
staff of eight teachers, who have been 
with her for over 14 years, share their 
extensive knowledge of the dances as 
well as the stories behind them, she said.

They include Nahara, who teaches the 
belly dancing class; Eddie Q, the salsa 
instructor; Rebeca Tomas, a flamenco 
instructor; Juan Manuel Alessandrini 
and Laxmi Parida, both Argentine tango 
teachers; Kiana Davalos, who leads the 

hip-hop class; Maria Lavandier, who 
teaches bachata, cumbia and merengue, 
and Bina Bora, an instructor in the 
Hawaiian hula.

“Dance is more than just learning 
steps, said LaRiccia, who teaches 
castanets. “It’s learning about the 
culture, the music, the props, the 

instruments, the costuming and the 
technique, which is what clearly defines 
the culture and brings out the flavor of 
each dance.”

LaRiccia explained that belly dancers 
learn choreographies with the cane and 
veil and also take a Middle Eastern drum 
or Zil workshop. Flamenco students 
learn to play the castanets or take a 
Cajon workshop, which accompanies 
dancers at live performances.

Students can continue to learn beyond 
the classroom, accompanying their 
instructors to professional dance shows, 
participating in social dances or being 
on stage themselves and performing at 
local establishments. 

With a growing number of adults and 
teenagers from throughout Westchester, 
Rockland and Putnam counties 
attending the school, LaRiccia said she 
is happy to introduce all of them to the 
colorful new world of dance. A children’s 
program is also being developed.

A Dec. 3 holiday party is being 
planned by LaRiccia at her studio, 
which will serve as a showcase of what 
the school offers.

Josie’s International School of Dance 
is located at 42 Memorial Plaza, Lower 
Level B, in Pleasantville. For a full 
schedule of classes, call 914-332-8670 
or visit www.josiedance.com.
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Josie’s International School of Dance, 
Pleasantville

Josie La Riccia, the founder of  Josie’s International 
School of  Dance, cuts the ribbon at her recent 
grand opening.
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By Andrew Vitelli 
The Rotary Club of Pleasantville 

will hold its annual Pancake Breakfast 
on Saturday morning, with funds 
raised going toward the Pleasantville 
Community Scholarship Fund.

“It’s a fun event. All of our neighbors 
and friends turn out,” said Rotary Club 
Chair Michael Brooks. “We always have 
a great time.”

The breakfast will be held from 8 a.m. to 
noon at the Pleasantville Middle School 
cafeteria located at 40 Romer Ave. The 
all-you-can-eat breakfast will cost $8 for 
adults and $5 for children and students 
through 12th grade. 

“It’s a good opportunity for family and 
friends to stop in before they go to their 
sporting events,” said Brooks. 

The Pleasantville Rotary, founded 
in 1924, has been hosting the pancake 
breakfast for about 50 years, he said. The 
Pleasantville Community Scholarship 
Fund distributes money to high school 
seniors who live within the school 
district’s boundaries.

“Education has always been at the 
forefront of what we do,” Brooks said. 
“That’s one of the Rotary’s main tenets, 
spreading understanding and peace 
throughout the world through education.”

Most of the money raised at the event 
comes from selling advertising space on 
a placemat printed out for the breakfast. 
Businesses can purchase a box on the 
placemat for $50, or pay $75 for a double 
box. 

For more information, contact Brooks 
at 203-364-0145 or at michaelb0830@
gmail.com. 

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS
The bakers of  the best apple pies in the area were on hand last Saturday morning for the 
Pleasantville Farmers Market’s annual Apple Pie Baking Contest. There were 18 contestants 
who entered the competition and when the crusts settled the winners were, above, Sara 
Cetron of  Scarsdale in the two-crust category; Paul Von Esshe, right, of  Sleepy Hollow in the 
tar t, crisp and crumb category; and Sam Selesnick of  Pleasantville, far right, in the junior 
division (18 and under). After the pies were judged they were cut into slices and sold to  
market patrons.

Pleasantville Rotary Club Chairman Michael Brooks 
will join other club members and community 
volunteers to put on the apron and cook for this 
Saturday’s pancake breakfast at Pleasantville 
Middle School.

Big Winners at P’ville Farmers Market’s Apple Pie Contest

P’ville Rotary to Hold Annual 
Pancake Breakfast This Saturday

Tastes of Northern Westchester to Benefit 
Richmond Community Services

Local residents will have the 
opportunity this week to sample a 
variety of food and wine and help a 
worthy cause.

This year’s annual Tastes of 
Northern Westchester will be held 
this Thursday from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the Mount Kisco Country Club. The 
event presented by the Mount Kisco 
Rotary Club, will salute Richmond 
Community Services Foundation, 
which has operated in the village 
for 10 years. Proceeds will go to 
the foundation and to fund Rotary 
philanthropic programs.  

The evening will feature live 
music, selections from local wine 
purveyors and food prepared by 

local restaurants. There will also be 
live and silent auctions for sporting 
events, theater tickets, restaurants, 
vacation packages and store and 
service gift certificates.

As the honoree at the event, 
Richmond Community Services 
will have a chance to introduce itself 
to more people, said its President 
and CEO Cr. Paca Lipovac. It is a 
leader in supporting people with 
developmental disabilities and 
complex health issues.

Tickets are $125 each or $200 for 
two and can be purchased at the 
door. For more information visit 
http://portal.clubrunner.ca/6488.

—Neal Rentz
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By Martin Wilbur
Steer into the long driveway at 16 

Bedford-Banksville Rd. and there’s an 
impressive, well-kempt property with 
three white houses.

There are no visible markings on the 
structures set back a few hundred feet 
from the road, but behind the walls is 
the story of a special man. 

The Banksville property is home to 
the Malcolm Pray Achievement Center, 
a nonprofit organization established by 
Pray, a highly successful Greenwich, 
Conn. car dealership owner, after he 
retired in 1999. In its two garages, Pray’s 
collection of roughly 40 classic cars are 
housed and the center can easily pass 
for an automotive museum. There’s a 
1909 Model T Ford, a 1934 Packard and 
a 1945 Lincoln Continental, among the 
several dozen cars, along with extensive 
memorabilia.

Of greater importance is the center’s 
mission: inspire young people to set 
goals and pursue their dreams through 
timeless core principles of honesty, 
integrity and reputation, said Marikay 
Satryano, the center’s executive director. 
It is how Pray lived his life and achieved 
much of his success.

“I think there’s this fundamental 
thing about your community, about 
your country that says somebody’s 
got to inspire them,” Satryano said. 
“Somebody did it for me, I want to do 
it for someone else. You’ve got a guy 
like Malcolm who swept the showroom 
floor and then put his name over the 
door.”

Although Pray died in 2013 at 84 years 
old after complications from a stroke, 
the work that he started at the center 
mentoring young people continues. 
Satryano said since its opening in 2001, 
when Pray would personally greet many 
of the students, and members of youth 
groups and other organizations who 
arrived at the site, an estimated 7,000 to 
8,000 students have taken the tour.

The center is operated by the Pray 
Family Foundation, which includes his 
three daughters. Visitors arrive in the 
main house, with a classic MG parked 
in the living room, and are introduced 
to Pray through a short video. Above 
the flat screen television hangs a phrase 
that highlights his philosophy: “Luck is 
where preparation meets opportunity.”

Satryano said that when Pray would 
meet with the students, typically 
children starting at about nine years old 
through high school, he would approach 
them with firm handshakes and expect 
that if they want to be treated like adults, 
they needed to act appropriately. Pray’s 
12 Steps to Success are discussed, which 
are mainly a set of principles and habits 
he found successful throughout his life.

“It’s about you and you making a 

career for yourself, respecting people, 
respecting your body,” she said. “A lot of 
these are scouting values from the Boy 
Scouts.”

Pray found his life’s calling working 
in the automotive industry when he was 
10 years old. His parents brought him to 
the 1939 World’s Fair in Queens, where 
he set his eyes on a 1937 Delahaye and 
immediately fell in love with cars.

However, Pray had challenges to 
overcome throughout his life, most 
notably being a weak student. After 
his parents moved from the city to 
the Greenwich area at the end of 
the Depression, he attended several 
different high schools, then went to the 
University of Virginia.

Similar to the Boy Scouts, which Pray 
enjoyed growing up, Satryano said, 
he discovered the necessary direction 
when he enlisted in the Air Force, and 
studied accounting.

But cars was in Pray’s blood. When 
he came home in 1955, he saw a 
help wanted sign for a salesman on 
a local dealership, Morlee Motors, 
in Greenwich. Although his parents 
weren’t enamored with his choice, it 
would be the first and last job he ever 
had, Satryano said.

“His parents really had envisioned 
for him the ‘Mad Men’ of Madison 
Avenue,” she said. “His father worked in 
Manhattan. The thought of that made 
him cringe.”

A few years later when the dealership’s 
owner died, Pray approached the widow 
with a plan to buy the business. In time, 
his business became the most successful 
Volkswagen dealership in the United 
States, Satryano said. After acquiring 
Audi, Pray became the top dealer in 
that line as well. Over time, he added 
Porsche, Saab, Mitsubishi, Nissan and 
Infiniti and his business grew from a 
single showroom to a sizeable stretch of 
West Putnam Avenue in Greenwich.

Another challenge Pray was forced to 
overcome was the death of his 17-year-

old son in 1986, who died in a car 
accident with a friend on nearby North 
Street. In one of the garages there is a 
large photo of his son as a child.

A short time after retiring, Pray 
searched for something to do that was 
meaningful and came up with the idea 
to put his car collection in one place 
while also trying to help young people, 
Satryano said. Although a Connecticut 
resident for decades, Pray found the 
property in Banksville, which is only a 
few miles from where he lived and had 
worked.

“He conceived this place and spent 
the last 13 years of his life welcoming 
students and showing them around,” 
she said.

Satryano, a former social studies 
teacher who served in the U.S. Army 
during the Iraq War, stressed that the 
center isn’t a shrine to Pray but rather 
demonstrates to students how through 
hard work and strong values, one can 
achieve a successful life.

Near the end of the tour, visitors are 
given a card to keep. On that card, they 
jot down their dream and put it away 
until a time when they need a shot of 
inspiration.

“Whenever you need some help, it’s 
here for you to pull out and fall back 
on,” Satryano tells visitors. “I can tell 
you, (Mr. Pray) wouldn’t have done any 

of this if he didn’t have a dream.”
Visitors, including school groups and 

various youth and church organizations 
and adults, are encouraged to visit the 
Malcolm Pray Achievement Center. 
Visits are free but by appointment only. 
It is open Monday through Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday visits can 
also be arranged.

For more information, contact 
Marikay Satryano at 914-234-2579 or 
visit www.prayachievementcenter.org.

Banksville’s Pray Achievement Center Inspires Students Toward Success

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS
Marikay Satryano, executive director of  the 
Malcolm Pray Achievement Center, stands with a 
classic MG inside the center’s main house.

A photo of  Malcolm Pray on the biographical wall 
of  one of  the two garages.

Some of  the estimated 40 classic cars on display at the Malcolm Pray Achievement Center in Banksville.
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Tuesday, Oct. 11
Drop-in Tech Help. Drop in for help 

with any of your technology devices. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrry.org. 

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also Oct. 18 and 25. Info: 914-
273-3887

Wednesday, Oct 12
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body jam session that combines 
cardio, Pilates, plyometrics and isometric 
movements and poses with the excitement 
and euphoria of drumming. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix, you’ll 
rock your entire body into beautiful shape 
while torching calories, isolating core 
muscles and strengthening coordination 
and balance. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greely 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Also Saturdays at 11:15 a.m. 
RSVP required. Info and registration: 

Contact Peggy at 914-960-4097.
Adult Coloring Club. A relaxing, 

analog stress-reducer that can offer a 
sense of accomplishment. Coloring also 
provides a creative outlet to people who 
may not be trained artists. Colored pencils 
and intricate mandala patterns provided, 
just bring your creativity. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Also Oct. 
19 and 26. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Storytime. For children 18 months to 
five years old. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 11:15 to 
11:45 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Info: Visit 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Also Oct. 19 and 26. Info: 914-273-
3887. 

The Explorers Club. A new literacy/
activity program this fall. Join Miss Debbie 
to explore a new theme each week (science, 
art and more) through literacy and hands-
on activities. Come read, discover and 
create. For children five to seven years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:15 

p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Lego Club. We provide the Legos, you 
bring your imagination. A fun-building 
club for students in grades 2-6. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4 to 6 p.m. Free. Meets the second 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-864-
8041.

Yom Kippur and Break the Fast 
Service. The Westchester Community for 
Humanistic Judaism invites the community 
to share a humanist inspired service. 
Rabbi Frank Tamburello will conduct the 
service with the assistance of musicians 
David and Sam Nadiff and Professor Ruth 
Levy-Schudroff. Community Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, 468 Rosedale 
Ave. White Plains. 5 p.m. Non-members: 
$20. At the door: $25. Ages 10-12: $10. 
RSVP required. RSVP: 914-713-8828. 
Info: Visit www.wchj.org.

Zumba Toning With Amy. Sculpt and 
tone muscle groups while dancing and 
shaking toning sticks to the sassy sizzling 
rhythms of the Zumba. Toning sticks 
provided. PFX Fitness, 10 Castleton Rd., 
Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Drop-in fee: 
$12. Every Wednesday Info: E-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Art Series: Bernini. Bernini was one 
of the most important artists responsible 
for the transition from the Renaissance 
to the Baroque period. This Neapolitan 
painter and sculptor created large-scale 
compositions with an intimate and 
personable vibe. His remarkable style and 
vision changed the world. Discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Native Beeology Lecture. Come for a 
lecture that will increase your appreciation 
for our native bees and learn how you can 
make your yard an oasis for these vitally 
critical insects. Discussion led by Timothy 
J. Stanley, assistant director at the Fresh 
Air Fund’s Sharpe Reservation in Fishkill 
and president of the New York State 
Outdoor Education Association  Katonah 
Village Library, 26 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. (Please bring 
a reusable mug.) Program at 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-232-1999 or visit www.
bedfordaudubon.org.

Thursday, Oct. 13
The Breakfast Club. Includes breakfast, 

a presentation on a topic of interest to 
seniors and a light exercise program. 
Phelps Hospital cafeteria (G Level), 701 

N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 8:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Breakfast With the Hawks. Scheduled 
to take advantage of peak Broad-winged 
Hawk migration. Complementary 
breakfast offered. Co-sponsored by 
Westmoreland Sanctuary. Hawkwatch 
platform at Arthur Butler Sanctuary, 265 
Chestnut Ridge Rd., Bedford Corners. 9 
a.m. to noon. Free. Registration required. 
Info and registration: Contact Stephen 
Sciame at 914-666-8448 or e-mail 
ssciame@westmorelandsanctuary.org.

Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Osteoporosis Support and Education. 
For individuals with osteoporosis. Includes 
education on nutrition, exercise (weight-
bearing, strengthening and balance) and 
activities of daily living. Endocrinologist 
Dr. James Hellerman will be the guest 
speaker. Boardroom (C Level) Phelps 
Hospital boardroom (C Level), 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-2270.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 

continued on page 24
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event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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By Andrew Vitelli
Bill Becker has firsthand experience 

about the importance of organ donations. 
Eight-and-a-half years ago the Brewster 
resident was told he had eight months to 
live. 

But two months later, Becker received 
a kidney transplant and the gift of life.

Last Thursday Becker sat outside 
Starbucks on South Moger Avenue in 
Mount Kisco urging residents to sign up 
as donors.

“Without an organ donor, I’d be dead,” 
Becker said. “People become heroes 
when they become an organ donor. I 
don’t even know who my organ donor 
is, but every day I think of her and just 
smile.”

The location where Becker sat was one 
of eight sites in northern Westchester 
where new donors were signed up 
as Northern Westchester Hospital 
teamed up with LiveOnNY for a donor 
registration drive on Oct. 6. The goal 
is to have more New Yorkers register, 
as the state ranks last in the country 
in the percentage of residents who are 
registered donors. 

“Our population in this state remains 
poorly informed, or worse, misinformed, 
about organ donation,” explained 
Joel Seligman, president and CEO of 
Northern Westchester Hospital. “There 
are many more people in need than there 

are organs available because of the lack 
of organ donation.”

One frequent misconception is that 
people with certain medical histories 
cannot be organ donors, Seligman said. 
Another is that some religions prohibit 
organ donation.

“The overwhelming majority of clergy 
across all religions is overwhelmingly 
supportive of this,” Seligman said.

“There’s a saying in fundraising that 

the number one reason people don’t 
donate is because nobody asks them,” 
he continued. “I think New York lags 
behind the country in educating their 
population.”

Whether it’s education or some other 
reason, it certainly lags in results. Just 
27 percent of New Yorkers are registered 
organ donors, compared with 50 percent 
nationwide. As a result, about 10,000 
people in the state are on waiting lists 

for organs, and every 18 hours someone 
dies while waiting for a donor, according 
to LiveOnNY, a nonprofit organ 
procurement organization established in 
1978 dedicated to the recovery of organs 
and tissue for transplant in the New York 
metropolitan area. 

“One person can save eight lives,” said 
Mount Kisco resident Marie Pitasi, who 
volunteered alongside Becker. 

Pitasi, who received a kidney 
transplant two-and-a-half years ago, 
believes sharing her story will inspire 
more people to sign up. 

“If you’re out there and showing 
people how important this is and how 
well you feel after the donation, that 
really inspires people to want to donate,” 
she said.

Registration drives were also held in 
Armonk, Bedford, Chappaqua, Pound 
Ridge and Somers. 

Seligman said the event could be 
continued and expanded in the future. 

“Wherever I went, there was a good 
conversation going on,” Seligman said. 
“I’m sure we stimulated a lot of people to 
go back to their families and speak about 
it.”

For more information on organ 
donation, visit www.liveonny.org or 
call the New York State Department of 
Health at 866-693-6667.

NWH Organ Donation Drive Looks to Boost Registration Numbers

ANDREW VITELLI PHOTO
Left to right, Northern Westchester Hospital nurse Pamela Werner, Brewster resident Bill Becker and 
Mount Kisco resident Marie Pitasi helped register organ donors last Thursday outside the Mount Kisco 
Starbucks.
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Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

New Castle Community Media 
Center Organization Meeting. This 
meeting will cover scheduled NCCMC 
business and election of officers, followed 
by a presentation and discussion of the 
annual activities and financial reports. All 
NCCMC meetings are open to the public. 
Chappaqua Public Library auditorium, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. 

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Tastes of Northern Westchester. Mount 
Kisco Rotary holds this elegant evening of 
food, wine and music to benefit Richmond 
Community Services Foundation and 
other Rotary philanthropic programs. 
Mount Kisco Country Club, 10 Taylor Rd., 
Mount Kisco. 6 to 8 p.m. $125. Two tickets 
for $200. Info and registration: http://
portal.clubrunner.ca/6488/Event/tnw-
2016---tastes-of-northern-westchester.

Ossining Documentary and 
Discussion Series: “Dream On.” From 
Bernie Sanders to Donald Trump, each 
2016 presidential candidate had one 
thing in common: a conviction that he 
or she could revitalize the American 
Dream. Pinned between shocking income 
inequality, stagnant wages and the soaring 
costs of housing, education and healthcare, 
millions of Americans are struggling to 
make ends meet. This new award-winning 
film. Followed by a panel discussion. 
Ossining Public Library’s Budarz Theater, 
53 Croton Ave., Ossining. 6:30 p.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.ossiningdocumentaries.
org.

“The Basics: Memory Loss, Dementia 
and Alzheimer’s Disease.” This program 
offers information on detection, causes and 
risk factors, stages of the disease, treatment 
and more. Briarcliff Manor Public Library, 
1 Library Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Free. RSVP required. Info and RSVP: 
914-941-7072.

The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze. See 
more than 7,000 individually hand-carved, 
illuminated jack o’ lanterns in this elaborate 
walk-through experience. Meander 
through an historic 18th-century riverside 
landscape and discover a breathtaking 
display. Van Cortlandt Manor, 525 S. 

Riverside Ave., Croton-on-Hudson. First 
entry at 7 p.m. Adults (Saturdays): $25: 
Adults (all other days): $20. Children (3-
17): $16. Children (under 3) and Historic 
Hudson Valley members: Free. Continues 
Thursday through Sunday until Oct. 16 
and in November through Nov. 13. Also 
daily Oct. 19-31. Info and tickets: 914-366-
6900 or visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

Friday, Oct. 14 
What’s the Buzz About Pollinators? 

Honeybees aren’t the only insect 
responsible for pollination Learn more 
with Westchester Land Trusts’ Dr. 
Shaun McCoshum. Pace University’s 
Kessel Student Center, 861 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 8:30 to 10:30 am. 
Free. Info: 914-234-6992 or visit www.
westchesterlandtrust.org.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support 
Group. Receive the emotional, educational 
and social support needed to successfully 
care for someone with dementia. 
Phelps Hospital, Room 545, 755 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 10 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 
for the older active adult or beginner. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday. Also 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. Info: 914-643-6162 or 
e-mail olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Hope’s Door 2016 Annual Fall 
Luncheon: “Harvesting Hope.” With 
support from corporations, foundations 
and individuals we have invested in 
programs and services that have helped 
victims of domestic violence. Now we want 
to find ways to harvest that investment 
and foster their economic empowerment. 
The program includes a panel discussion 
on women’s economic empowerment 
and how women can become financially 
independent. Event emcee is Dyllan 
McGee, Emmy Award-winning executive 
producer of “MAKERS.” Elmwood 
Country Club, 850 Dobbs Ferry Rd., White 
Plains. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Individual ticket: 
$150. Info, tickets or sponsorships: Visit 
HopesDoorNY.org/events/2016-annual-
fall-luncheon.

Evening Howl for Adults Only. Enjoy 
visiting the wolves during their favorite 
hour – dusk. Learn about the mythology, 
biology and ecology of wolves in North 
America while enjoying a lovely spread of 
wine and cheese. Guests will take a short 
sunset hike to howl with ambassador 
wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and 
behold the center’s critically endangered 
red wolves and Mexican wolves. For adults 
21 years old and up. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 6 p.m. $20 Pre-
registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

St. John’s Pumpkin Patch. Pumpkins 

of all sizes for sale. St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
6 to 9 p.m. Sale continues until Halloween 
on Fridays from 6 to 9 p.m., Saturdays 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sundays 12 to 6 p.m. 
Info: 914-769-0053.

Friday Night Cinema: “Welcome to 
the South.” Starring Angela Finocchiara, 
this 2010 Italian comedy follows an Italian 
postal service employee hoping for a 
transfer to the nearby Milan office. Instead, 
Alberto, played hilariously by Claudio 
Bisio, is sent to a fate worse than war for 
a northerner – Naples. In Italian. English 
subtitles. Post-screening discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

WCC Friday Night Film Series: “With 
a Friend Like Harry.” In this French 
thriller, Harry makes people antsy with his 
creepy smile, too much disposable income 
and an extreme desire to solve other 
people’s problems. The second in a series 
of six contemporary films. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. Refreshments at 7:20 p.m. 
Screening at 7:45 p.m. $11. Seniors: $10. 
Info and tickets: 914-723-3186.

“Music Like a Curve of Gold…” An 
evening of song, vocal duets and opera 
that highlights music from contemporary 
women composers. Featuring Alla 
Borzova, soprano and composer, Anna 
Tonna, mezzosoprano, and Olga Gurevich, 
piano. Followed by a post-concert 
discussion with the artists. St. Mary the 
Virgin Episcopal Church, 191 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7:30 p.m. Tickets: $20. 
Seniors and students: $15 (in advance). 
$25. Seniors and students: $20 (at the 
door). Info: 914-738-5847 or 917-680-
1582. Tickets: Visit http://bpt.me/2952954.

“You Will Remember Me.” Hudson 
Stage Company’s newest production. 
Edouard’s world is slowly changing. 
The highly respected professor, political 
figure and ladies’ man can recite famous 
historical dates but can’t remember what 
he ate for breakfast. When a suppressed 
memory springs to life in the form of a cell 
phone-obsessed young girl he confuses 
for a lost family member, he gets a chance 
to reinvent the past and heal old wounds. 
A touching and refreshingly funny story 
about family, memory and connection. 
Whippoorwill Hall, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 8 p.m. $40 (plus service fee). 
Seniors (65 and up) and students: $35 (plus 
service fee). Also Oct. 15, 21, 22, 28 and 29 
at 8 p.m. Oct. 16, 23 and 29 at 3 p.m. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.hudsonstage.com.

Justin Veatch Fund Presents: Live 
at The Fillmore. The pageantry of the 
legendary Allman Brothers Band lives 
on with one of the best tribute shows in 
the business.  Live at The Fillmore pays 
homage to their inspirational predecessors 

with the utmost respect. All proceeds will 
go to the Justin Veatch Fund scholarships 
and other programs with a mission of 
advising teens and young adults of the 
perils of substance abuse. Hudson Valley 
Paramount, 1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 8 
p.m. $35. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or 
visit www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Saturday, Oct. 15
Pancake Breakfast. The Rotary Club 

of Pleasantville resents its annual all-
you-can-eat pancake breakfast to benefit 
the Community Scholarship Fund of the 
Pleasantville School District. Pleasantville 
Middle School cafeteria, 40 Romer Ave., 
Pleasantville. 8 a.m. to noon. Adults: $8 
Children/students (through 12th grade): 
$5. 

Pleasantville Farmers Market. 
Experience the largest, year-round farmers 
market in Westchester, and the one voted 
“Best of Westchester” in 2014, 2015 
and 2016 by the readers of Westchester 
Magazine. With 56 vendors and seven 
nearby parking lots, the market is a delicious 
good time. This week, hammered dulcimer 
player Paul Mueller returns for the music 
series, The Nemecs host the kids event with 
an arts and crafts project, watch a pumpkin 
carving demo with Jessica Manfro and 
meet the market’s lead sponsor Phelps 
Hospital Northwell Health. Rain or shine. 
The market is a dog-free environment. 
Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Bringing 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating 
a connection between shoppers and 
small-scale food producers in the region. 
Chappaqua train station. Chappaqua. 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit 
www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Third Saturday Bird Seed Sale. The sale 
supports the local conservation work of the 
Saw Mill River Audubon. Pruyn Sanctuary, 
275 Millwood Rd., Chappaqua. 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Third Saturday of each month. 
Info (including bird seed descriptions and 
prices): Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.
org/seedsale.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Also Oct. 22 and 29. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Creative Coloring for Adults. If you’re 
an adult looking for a relaxing, fresh and 
new activity that will help bring stress relief 

continued from page 22

continued on page 26
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You’re having a 
baby! 

The excitement 
is palpable, with 
everyone looking 
forward to throwing 
showers, shopping 
for baby furniture 
and adorable layettes 
and being on the 
brink of an emerging 
life.

Along with the excitement, perhaps 
comes a bit of trepidation: how to pay for all 
of the costs associated with babydom, both 
before the big arrival and after.

Naturally, the mother will be the one 
going on leave during the pregnancy. Then 
she may take a couple of months post-
partum leave before going back to work, 
while the father looks on from the sidelines. 
Or not.

Perhaps one of the biggest considerations 
will be who goes on leave and for how long. 
How will lost income be replaced during 
that period?

While far more women take maternity 
leave, the concept of paternity leave is 
growing in the United States. But the U.S. 
lags far behind other developed countries in 
government support for dads who wish to 

stay home with their newborn.
For instance, Norway offers 70 days of 

dedicated paternity leave, plus the option 
of an additional 26 fully paid weeks off, or 
36 weeks off with 80 percent pay. Sweden 
offers 60 days of leave, plus an additional 
420 days to be shared by both parents.

The U.S. Department of Labor agrees 
that paternity leave is vital to the newborn 
and the parents and is essential for parental 
bonding and improved gender equity at 
home and on the job. Policies that give 
fathers the support they need to meet the 
demands of work and family will ultimately 
prove to be a major advantage for personal 
and economic well-being, according to the 
Department of Labor.

But simply supporting paternity leave 
is insufficient to fully grasp the financial 
impacts on families and society. There are 
myriad financial issues that affect the family, 
and each spouse should become familiar 
with the resultant financial responsibilities 
they will face.

Currently, there are only three states – 
New Jersey, California and Rhode Island 
– that offer state-sponsored leave for both 
spouses, all funded by payroll deductions. 
While there is no comprehensive national 
database of information on the costs and 
benefits of these programs, a glimpse of 

paternity leave costs is possible. Since 
California’s Paid Family Leave program is 
10 years old and New Jersey’s program was 
instituted in 2009, there is a fairly extensive 
amount of data in those states. (Rhode 
Island’s legislation was introduced in 2013.)

But even with three states on board and 
several others considering paternity leave 
– or having passed their own versions that 
have not yet gone into effect – much of the 
financial information available relates to the 
costs to states, or the amount of funding 
provided to families, but not necessarily 
how families handle the financial burdens.

For instance, in New 
Jersey, family leave is 
completely financed by 
worker payroll deductions. 
Each eligible employee can 
take up to six weeks paid leave. During 
this period, you can receive weekly benefit 
rates amounting to two-thirds of the father’s 
average weekly wages, up to $595. 

In California, workers who opt for 
paternity leave are eligible for six weeks off 
at about 55 percent of their average wages, 
up to $1,067 per week in 2013, and an 
overall average of $526 per week.

But what does that mean to the typical 
household when preparing for a new child? 
Have sufficient funds been saved to offset 

the lost wages? Has the cost of extras, such 
as diapers, clothing, baby formula and food, 
insurance and co-pays, equipment and 
furniture, been included in cost projections?

Spouses who are considering leave time 
should take time before the baby arrives 
to review their entire financial picture, 
including their assets and locations and 
types of their accounts. They should also 
check in with professionals for advice 
on financial, health, legal and insurance 
issues. They should keep a current list of 
account numbers and passwords, Social 
Security numbers and other identifications, 

including important 
websites and access codes.

In short, a full and 
comprehensive portfolio 
of all relevant matters that 

could arise in what already is going to be 
a very hectic and exhausting time should 
be created. Caring for a new addition to 
the family will be a full-time job for both 
parents, and it makes sense to prepare 
for that addition financially as well as 
emotionally.

Kevin Peters is a financial adviser with 
the Global Wealth Management Division 
of Morgan Stanley in Purchase. He can be 
reached at 914-225-6680. 
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to your busy life, try this new coloring 
class. Drop in anytime. Materials provided. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

The Tempest and the Sword in the 
Stone. The Hudson Valley Shakespeare 
Festival’s Fall Classics Tour presents this 
production. Written by Mona Z. Smith 
and directed by Emily Lyon. Paramount 
Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 
11 a.m. Adults: $15. Children: $10. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. 
Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-215-1720 
or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday and Sunday (except Oct. 29 and 
30). Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why it’s a special 
time for packs in North America. Whether 
the wolves are living on the Arctic tundra 
or the high desert of the southwest, wolf 
families are out searching for prey as their 
pups prepare for their first winter season. 
Includes a visit to ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. Noon. Adults: $14 Children (under 
12): $11. Also Oct. 23 and 29 at 11 a.m. and 
Oct. 22 at 2 p.m. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Visit www.
nywolf.org.

Bully Prevention Workshop. For Bully 
Prevention Month, Tiger Schulmann’s 
Martial Arts Center is holding this 
90-minute workshop for children seven 
to 12 years old. The seminar is designed 
to help the bullied and the bully through a 
non-violent approach to the various stages 
of bullying and what to do to stop bullying 
before it escalates. This longstanding 
program is a non-aggression solution to 
bullying, which continues to resurface, 
often with frightening consequences. Tiger 
Schulmann’s Martial Arts Center, 350 
Lexington Ave., Mount Kisco. Noon. Free. 
Info: 914-666-2506 or visit www.tsk.com.

The FARE Walk for Food Allergy. One 
of the Food Allergy Research & Education’s 
flagship fundraising, awareness and 

community-building programs. Its goal 
is to raise critically needed funds that 
will make a difference in the lives of 
15 million Americans living with food 
allergies. Glen Island Park, Weyman 
Avenue, New Rochelle. 1 to 4 p.m. Info and 
registration: Visit www.foodallergywalk.
org/westchester2016. 

Afternoon Lawn Party. The Briarcliff 
Manor-Scarborogh Historical Society 
presents this program at the historic Dow 
School on Pace University’s Briarcliff 
campus, featuring wine, hors d’oeuvres, 
canapes, desserts, music, merriment and 
raffle baskets. 235 Elm Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 
2 to 4 p.m. $60. Info and reservations: 914-
941-4393 or e-mail mail@BriarcliffHistory.
org.

Faith, Food and Friends. A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. Every 
Saturday. Info: Visit www.emanuelelc.org.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. $16. Also the first Sunday of 
each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Sunday, Oct. 16
Coffee With Wolves. Bring a newspaper 

and spend a relaxing morning with the 
center’s ambassador and red wolves. 
We’ll provide the coffee and the wolves. 
The wolves can be very active in the early 
morning so we ask that visitors remain 
quiet. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 8 to 9 a.m. $12. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Yoga for Beginners. A perfect way to 
refresh your body and mind. Move, stretch, 
breathe and renew. All bodies and minds are 
welcome in this class. Expect Natural, 774 
Bedford Rd., Bedford Hills. 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
$15 per class. Every Sunday. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Contact 
Marta at 914-242-4685.

Wings and Wolves. Guests will meet 
beautiful feathered ambassadors – the 
European Owl, the Barred Owl, the 
Barn Owl, the Lanner Falcon, the Ring 
Necked Raven and Harris’s Hawk – during 
the educational and interactive Bird of 
Prey experience. “Talons!” Also enjoy 
visiting the ambassador wolves and the 
critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican wolves, too. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Adults: $20: Children (under 12): $15. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Fall Festival. Come for a wonderful 
day chock full of fall activities, including 

scarecrow building, pumpkin carving 
and painting, cider making, scavenger 
hunts, tractor rides and more. Rain 
or shine. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Registration (before Oct 16): 
Members--$5. Non-members--$10. Day of 
event: Members--$8. Non-members--$15. 
Info and registration: Visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Global Harmonies Music from 
Around the World Concert: The Music 
of Ireland. This annual event will feature 
Hoff-Barthelson alumnus and fiddling 
competition winner Finbar Kantor. A 
wide range of traditional Irish music 
will be performed accompanied by brief 
explanations and stories about the music. 
Hoff-Barthelson Music School, 25 School 
Lane, Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-
1169, visit www.hbms.org or e-mail hb@
hbms.org.

“Denial.” Academy Award winner 
Rachel Weisz and Timothy Spall star in 
this riveting, true-life drama about the 
courtroom showdown between historian 
Deborah Lipstadt and notorious Holocaust 
denier David Irving. Directed by Mick 
Jackson and adapted for the screen from 
Lipstadt’s book, “History on Trial: My 
Day in Court with a Holocaust Denier” by 
award-winning screenwriter David Hare, 
this powerful film chronicles Lipstadt’s 
fight for truth after being sued for libel by 
Irving, a military historian who cited the 
pseudoscientific Leuchter report as proof 
that the Holocaust was a hoax. Followed by 
a Q&A with Lipstadt, professor of Modem 
Jewish and Holocaust Studies at Emory 
University and Holocaust expert, who will 
be interviewed by Todd Gitlin, Columbia 
University professor of journalism and 
sociology. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 2 p.m. 
Members: $15. Non-members:$25. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

Ballroom Dancing and Dinner. 
Dancing followed by a complete dinner. 
All proceeds to go to the scholarship fund 
at Fox Lane High School and New York 
Boys’ State. Third Sunday of every month. 
Moses Taylor American Legion Post 136, 
1 Legion Way, Mount Kisco. 2:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $18 per person. Info: 914-241-0136 or 
contact Commander John A. Graziano at 
914-248-7134. 

“Regeneration.” Irvington Town Hall 
Theater launches the third season of 
its Stage Door Reading Series with an 
incredible reading of this daring one-
woman show by Dr. Nancy Rappaport. 
Rappaport, a psychiatrist and Harvard 
Medical School associate professor, is used 
to tending wounds – just not her own. 
Diagnosed with breast cancer in August 
2015 at age 55, Rappaport began writing 
because she believes “creating a narrative of 
our trauma is a necessary part of healing.” 

Irvington Town Hall Theater, 85 Main St., 
Irvington. 3 p.m. $10. Info and tickets: 
Visit www.irvingtontheater.com.

WCC Chamber Music Show: “Going 
for Baroque.” Musical masterpieces 
from the Baroque Period, including 
compositions by Bach, Telemann, Vivaldi 
and others. Westchester Community 
College’s Classroom Building, Room 200, 
75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 3 p.m. $20. 
Seniors: $18. Students: $14. This show 
and the Apr. 2, 2017, show: $37. Info 
and tickets: 914-606-6262 or visit www.
sunywcc.edu. 

Full Moon Wolf Walk. Celebrate the 
October full moon while enjoying nature’s 
autumn chatter by the outdoor fire pit. 
Guests will enjoy seasonal treats and 
the symphony of howls while learning 
about the history of wolves in the United 
States, the importance of wolves in a 
healthy ecosystem, and the efforts to save 
these magnificent creatures for future 
generations. Take a short moonlit walk 
to visit ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, 
Zephyr and Nikai. Please bring a flashlight. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
6 p.m. $20. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Monday, Oct. 17
Italian American Artists and Their 

Contributions. Italian American artists 
arrive in the U.S. with the mission of 
embellishing new cities and government 
buildings. This presentation highlights the 
Italian-American role in the creation of 
major works of art. Featuring guest speaker 
Professor Carlo Sclafani. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis, Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-606-6790.

Young Explorers Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

“A Revolution in Four Seasons.” The 
story of secular journalist Emna and 
Islamist Parliament member Jawhara, 
two women with opposing political views 
who fight for their different versions of a 
democratic future for Tunisia, the country 
that kicked off the Arab Spring revolutions. 
Followed by a Q&A with filmmaker 
Jessie Dieter. Jacob Burns Film Center, 
364 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. 
Members: $10. Non-members: $15. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

continued from page 24
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Prix fixe costs will once again be 

unchanged for three-course lunches and 
din-ners when this fall’s Hudson Valley 
Restaurant Week returns Nov. 1-13. 

Prices from 2013 are still in effect – 
$20.95 for a three-course lunch (appetizer, 
main course and dessert) and $29.95 for a 
three-course dinner (not including tax, 
gratuity, and in most cases, beverages).

Caffe Regatta in Pelham, a late 
registrant, became the 204th restaurant to 
regis-ter for the special promotion this fall 
in the seven-county area. There are 114 
participating restaurants in Westchester, 
23 in Rockland and 12 in Putnam. 

Held twice a year, a record-setting 231 
eateries joined the spring program earli-
er this year. 

As Hudson Valley Restaurant Week 
approaches, some restaurants add selec-
tions on the restaurant-week website.

I had lunch years ago at the French 
Shack, a restaurant on West 55 St. in 
Manhattan, with Gordon L. Jones, 
publisher of a magazine called Electron-
ics at the time. He would later become 
president of McGraw-Hill Publications 
and would lead Books and Business 
Publishing at Hearst. I was an editor at 
Electronics covering the unprecedented 
growth of technology in the semicon-
ductor industry.

On the French Shack menu, the listings 
for a few dishes were accompanied by 
the following notification: “Especially 
recommended. This dish is one of the 
chef ’s best.”

Did that Influence ordering by 
customers? The recommended dishes 
were by far the most ordered selections, 
our waiter said. Many regular customers 
only ordered a recommended meal – 
convinced they were getting the chef ’s 
best work.

Most customers have no such illusions 
when they order a three-course, prix fixe 
dinner during Hudson Valley Restaurant 
Week. Signature and chef ’s pre-mium 
dishes are not widely available. Patrons 
are more likely to see items that cost the 
restaurant less in the marketplace than 
its most outstanding food. But they do 
get the opportunity to eat inexpensively 
at some of the area’s finest and priciest 
dining establishments. A few will offer 
optional premium items with surcharges.

Here are some examples of appetizers 
and main courses being offered during 
the program:

251 Lex, Mount Kisco. Appetizers 
include six shucked oysters and a four-
seafood plate. Entrées include Spanish 
octopus, mackerel, lamb tenderloin and 
“fish of the moment.”

Aquario, West Harrison. Appetizers 
include soup with sausage or salad. 
The three entrées are brook trout filet, 

scaloppine and Portuguese style pasta 
primavera.

Benjamin Steakhouse, White Plains. 
Appetizers include lobster bisque. The 
four entrées are sirloin steak, salmon, 
chicken with penne alla vodka and filet 
mignon ($7 extra).

Carlo’s, New Rochelle. Eggplant and 
stuffed mushroom are among the appe-
tizers. Entrées: shell steak, sole, risotto/
lamb chops, salmon, chicken, ziti, ravi-
oli and chicken scarpariello.

Cellar 49, Tarrytown. Appetizers 
include mushrooms with goat cheese and 
Caesar salad. Entrées include pork chop, 
short rib, stew with cod, chorizo, mussels 
and shrimp and giant white beans.

Delfino’s, Harrison. Appetizers 
include beef and veal ravioli. Entrées: 
lamb chop Arrabbiata, double-cut pork 
chop, salmon and filet mignon ($9 extra).

La Lanterna, Yonkers. Appetizers 
include Cherrystone clams and chopped 
salad. Entrées: fusilli, pork chop, half 
rack of lamb, schnitzel, rigatoni and fish 
of the day.

La Panetiere, Rye. Appetizers include 
sautéed prawns with Shiitake mush-
rooms. Entrées: boneless Mediterranean 
snapper with orzo pasta, leg of lamb and 
breast of chicken.

La Riserva, Larchmont. Appetizers 
include steamed mussels. Entrées: 
salm-on, spaghetti caprese, filet of sole, 
chicken breast, ravioli and orecchiette 
pugliese.

Mima Vinoteca, Irvington. Appetizers 
include cauliflower fritti. Entrées: hanger 
steak, chicken scarpariello and short rib 
($8 extra). A wine pairing costs $17.

Primavera, Croton Falls. Appetizers 
include calamari and littleneck clams. 

Entrées: salmon, tilapia, pappardelle, 
ravioli, breast of chicken (two versions) 
and filet mignon. Coffee or tea included.

Ramiro’s 954, Mahopac. Appetizers 
include empanadas and sweet plantain 
stuffed with smoked chicken. Entrées: 
tilapia, chicken breast, risotto, pork 
shank and shredded skirt steak.

Risotto, Thornwood. Appetizers 
include shrimp croquette. Entrées: 
artichoke cacciatore, salmon, chicken 
breast in brandy wine sauce, cavatelli 
and osso bu-co over risotto.

Sam’s of Gedney Way, White Plains. 
Appetizers include falafel and roasted 
cauliflower. Entrées: gnocchi, salmon, 
Murray’s chicken, meatloaf, eggplant 
and petit filet of beef.

The Olde Stone Mill, Tuckahoe. 
Assorted appetizers and 11 entrées are 
of-fered, including salmon, penne alla 
vodka, linguine and clams, rigatoni with 

meatballs, tilapia and pork chop.
Toscana Ristorante, Eastchester. 

Appetizers include calamari and mussels. 
Entrées: quail with risotto, short ribs, 
chicken breast, branzino and ravioli with 
salmon and shrimp in lobster sauce.

Trevi Ristorante, West Harrison. 
Appetizers include chopped salad and 
beef short rib bruschetta. Entrées: ravioli 
filled with shrimp, spaghetti carbonara, 
sole and skirt steak.

Winston, Mount Kisco. Appetizers 
include crab cake and beef Yaki dump-
lings. Entrées: cod, hanger steak and 
mushroom pasta. 

Most restaurateurs hope that 
Restaurant Week participation will be at 
least a tradeoff. Still better for them is to 
attract enough repeat customers to make 
their participation profitable.

Some restaurants do not offer the prix 
fixe menus every day of the week. Some 
sign up to serve dinner but not lunch, 
and many are closed on Mondays. At all 
restaurants, diners can opt to order from 
the regular menu instead of the prix fixe 
menu. 

Go to the Hudson Valley Restaurant 
Week website, www.valleytable.com, for 
information about menu availability and 
restaurant hours. On the website, res-
taurants can be sorted for each county in 
alphabetical order, by town or by town 
for a specific cuisine (such as French, 
Italian, Japanese, Mediterranean, etc.). 

The program debuted in 2006 with 70 
restaurants and became a semi-annual 
event in 2012. 

For more information, call 845-561-
2022 or visit www.valleytable.com/hvrw.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
Aquario in West Harrison, one of  114 Westchester 
restaurants scheduled to participate in this 
fall’s Hudson Valley Restaurant Week, which is 
scheduled to begin Nov. 1.

Attention Foodies: Hudson Valley Restaurant Week Returns Nov. 1

PleasantvilleRecycles’ Spooktacular 
Halloween Costume Swap will help 
families save money, reduce waste, 
save on transportation and get rid of 
clutter. 

Bring all those old, gently used 
Halloween costumes the kids 
have outgrown and go home with 
something new to them. The swap 
also includes adult costumes, 
decorations, and other Halloween 
paraphernalia. 

This year it is scheduled for two 
Saturdays, Oct. 15 and 22, from 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Memorial Plaza 
gazebo.

To ensure an ample selection of 

costumes when the swap begins, 
PleasantvilleRecycles is asking 
for costumes to be dropped off in 
advance, now through Friday, Oct. 14. 
The drop-off point is the Pleasantville 
Recreation Center located at 48 
Marble Ave. It is open weekdays from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Leftover costumes will be donated 
to Blythedale Children’s Hospital.

The swap is free and open to all. 
Participants are asked to take only 
one costume per child, and to bring 
their own reusable shopping bags. 

For more information, visit www.
PleasantvilleRecycles.org and like 
them on Facebook.

Pleasantville Halloween Costume 
Swap Set for Oct. 15, 22

JOE SASSO PHOTO
Beef  with creamed spinach, fingerling potatoes 
and Bordelaise sauce at Sam’s of  Gedney Way 
in White Plains, a participant in the upcoming 
Hudson Valley Restaurant Week. 
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 101116
ADOPTION
A happily married childless couple 
would love to adopt. We will provide love, 
laughter, security &  bright future. Expens-
es paid. Kimberly & Steve. 1-888-966-6266

Unplanned Pregnancy? Need help? 
FREE assistance: caring staff, counseling 
and financial help. You choose the lov-
ing, pre-approved adoptive parents. Joy 
1-866-922-3678 www.ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org. Hablamos Espanõl.

Caring married couple looking to 
adopt. Stable employment and a loving 
and happy home awaits your child. Please 
call Blair and John at 1-888-753-9328
A happily married childless couple 
would love to adopt. We will provide 
love, laughter, security &  bright future. 
Expenses paid. Kimberly & Steve. 1-888-
966-6266

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free tow-
ing and your donation is 100% tax deduct-
ible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free tow-

ing and your donation is 100% tax deduct-
ible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

HELP WANTED
$5,000 Sign-On Bonus. Class A CDL De-
livery Contract Carriers Needed Imme-
diately! Flat Bed abd moffett experience 
a plus! Call Today! Donna 203-676-6967 
Victor 315-857-6102

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home will 
be their home! 24/7 one on one love! We only 
take a small group of dogs. For quality care.  
Warm, cozy, relaxing no stress atmosphere.  
Large yard to play in! We look forward to 
having them be part of our family. Boarding: 
Daycare: Dog walker available to come to 
your home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414  
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LAND FOR SALE
LAKEFRONT LAND LIQUIDATION! 
OCT 22ND & 23RD! FINGER LAKES 
REGION 5 acres Lake Access- $24,900 

5 acresñ Lakefront- $99,900 28 parcels! 
Lowest lakefront land prices ever offered! 
Terms available! Call 888-905-8847 to 
register or go to NewYorkLandandLakes.
com for video

LAWN AND GARDEN
Privacy Hedges, LIMITED SUPPLY, 6ft 
Arborvitae, Fast Growing, Reg $129 Now 
$69, Beautiful, Bushy, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Other 
Trees Available! 844-592-3327, www.low-
costtreefarm.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION of WAD-
SWORTH GLOBAL LLC.  Art. of Org. 
filed with  the Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on January 24, 2016. Off. Loc.:134 Alta Av-
enue, Yonkers, NY, Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The address to which the SSNY shall mail 
a copy to is: WADSWORTH GLOBAL 
LLC, 134 ALTA AVENUE, YONKERS, 
NY 10701.  Purpose: Any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: TECH-
FINANCE VENTURES LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with NYS Dept. of State 
on 08/03/2016. Office location: Westches-

ter County. Secretary of State designated as 
agent upon whom process may be served 
and shall mail process to the principal 
business address: 14 Harwood Ct, Suite 
220, Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GHOST 
PAPER GOODS, LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/25/2016. Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail process to the 
principal business address: 209 RIVER-
DALE AVE 2ND FLOOR, YONKERS, 
NY 10705. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WALK-
SPAN, LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/13/2016. Office loc: Westchester. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 221 
Hunter Ave., Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PEARL 
OF ANTILLES, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 08/25/2016. Office in Westchester 
County. SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 630 East Lincoln Ave., Apt. 2H, 
Mount Vernon, NY, 10552. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CRAFT 
HOSPITALITY GROUP, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 08/30/2016. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 630 East Lincoln Ave., Apt. 2H, 
Mount Vernon, NY, 10552. Purpose: Any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Ben 
Gelinas Design, LLC Articles of Organi-
zation filed with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 9/01/2016.  Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against 
it may be served.  The Post Office address 
to which the SSNY shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served upon him/
her is: 18 Orchard Street, Pleasantville, 
NY 10570.  Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF OLI 
PLUS LLC, Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 06/10/2016.  Office in West-
chester County SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process to 
Beverly Walker, 16 N Broadway 3f White 
Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity. continued on next page

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

• Competitive, fixed-rate mortgages for first-time homebuyers
• Downpayment assistance available up to $15,000
• Special program for veterans, active-duty military, 
 National Guard and reservists
• Funds available for renovation

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:

We make homeownership a dream come true!

continued on page 30
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By Martin Wilbur
Marian Hamilton knows as well as 

anyone how caring for a seriously ill loved 
one turns the world of everyone in a 
family upside down.

In 2004, her late husband Ken was 
battling an aggressive form of cancer, and 
during the course of his illness Hamilton 
shuttled between four or five hospitals. 
Overwhelmed and forced to keep her 
family going under dire circumstances, 
she landed in the unfamiliar role of 
caregiver ill-equipped to handle the task 
emotionally or otherwise.

“When you become a caregiver for a 
seriously ill loved one, it is not a job you 
apply for, it is not a job you dream for, 
it’s not a job you’re skilled at and it’s not 
a job you want,” said Hamilton, a 28-
year Armonk resident. “So to suddenly 
be thrust in this role of having to care 
for a loved one who’s seriously ill and 
overlaying on that the whole extra 
component as far as how devastating it is 
to you emotionally, it is really challenging 
for families.”

In 2005, the year following her 
husband’s death, Hamilton approached 
Northern Westchester Hospital to propose 
a caregiver’s center, staffed primarily by 
volunteers to provide families guidance, 
emotional support and help answer their 
questions in time of need.

This year, not only has the Ken 

Hamilton Caregivers Center reached 
its 10th anniversary, but in that time 
Hamilton has helped 12 other hospitals 
throughout the United States develop and 
open their own independently-operated 
centers.

Hamilton’s work was recognized by 
NWH staff, which nominated her for 
the L’Oreal Paris 2016 Women of Worth 
award. During the summer, Hamilton 
learned that she was one of this year’s 
10 honorees among women across the 
United States who are recognized for 
volunteering and having a major impact 
on their community.

As an honoree, the Ken Hamilton 
Caregivers Center receives $10,000 from 
L’Oreal Paris. If Hamilton finishes first in 
online voting that opened Monday and 
continues through Oct. 28 among the 
10 women, the center would receive an 
additional $25,000.

“I was truly elated to have this honor 
because to me it really is validating 
the important work we do with family 
caregivers and recognizing that caregiver,” 
Hamilton said. “They’re like the invisible 
patient. They’re going to get a voice now, a 
greater voice for hospitals.”

Northern Westchester Hospital 
President and CEO Joel Seligman said 
Hamilton was precise and persistent 
when she came to the hospital with her 
plans.

“Marian knew a lot about how she 
wanted this to work and to feel and 
her instincts on these things have been 
outstanding,” Seligman said.

She has also built extensive community 
support, which has raised crucial funds 
to keep the center self-sufficient, he said.

Since opening, the Ken Hamilton 
Caregivers Center went from having 
500 family interactions the first year to 
more than 8,000 annually, Hamilton 
said. It opened with three volunteers; 
today there are about 35, plus two social 
workers and a full-time administrator, 
who helps Hamilton with many of the 
key tasks.

The program at NWH has also 
been expanded to include follow-ups 
with families after their loved one is 
discharged and to help with health care 
proxies, living wills and the execution of 
other key decisions.

With an estimated 64 million 
Americans spending at least 20 hours a 
week as a caregiver for a loved one, the 
role – and the need to look after the 
caregiver – will only expand.

“This has been the most meaningful 
and important work I have done in my 
life,” Hamilton said. 

To vote for Hamilton and to learn more 
about the L’Oreal Paris Women of Worth 
award, visit http://www.lorealparisusa.
com/women-of-worth/2016-honoree.
aspx?profile=Marian-Hamilton. There 
can be one vote per day per e-mail 
address. Voting ends on Friday, Oct. 28 
at 11:59 p.m.

Armonk’s Hamilton Recognized for NWH Caregiver Center
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Marian Hamilton, an Armonk resident, has been 
recognized as one of  10 “Women of  Worth” 
for helping her community. A decade ago, she 
developed the Ken Hamilton Caregivers Center 
at Northern Westchester Hospital in Mount Kisco.
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The Food Bank for Westchester recently 
provided valuable tools and information 
to nearly 200 volunteers and staff from 
member agencies as well as community 
partners across Westchester County 
during its first Hunger Impact Summit at 
the DoubleTree by Hilton in Tarrytown. 

During the Sept. 29 event, the nonprofit 
organization worked to help its member 
agencies find solutions to the hunger 
problem in Westchester. As part of this 
effort, they formed an impact group who 
led discussions with attendees. 

The Food Bank distributes more than 
8.4 million pounds of food to 300 frontline 
hunger-relief programs each year, 
including food pantries, soup kitchens, 
and residential programs serving the 
estimated 200,000 Westchester residents 
who are hungry or at risk of being hungry.

“The Hunger Impact Summit is a 
platform that brings people together 
to brainstorm and explore solutions to 
alleviate hunger in Westchester,” said 
Ellen Lynch, president and CEO of the 
Food Bank for Westchester. “We believe 
that by collaborating with our member 
agencies and community partners, we can 
positively impact the quality of life for our 
neighbors in need.” 

Rev. Diane Berke, founder and spiritual 
director of One Spirit Learning Alliance, 

used her expertise as a leading figure 
in interfaith ministry to encourage 
the feeding network. She did this with 
inspiring stories that gave the audience 
hope and strength to continue their fight 
to end hunger in Westchester, a task that 

takes time and perseverance.
She was followed by keynote speaker Liz 

Sheehan Castro, director of advocacy at 
Worcester County Food Bank, which has 
successfully engaged in local collective and 
impact initiatives that support sustainable 

and systemic solutions to hunger. The 
Food Bank established the Worcester Food 
Policy Council, which represents members 
in agriculture, business, education, 
healthcare, government and youth.

The Hunger Impact Summit was one of 
many activities led by the Food Bank for 
Westchester during Hunger Action Month, 
a nationwide campaign in September that 
mobilizes the public to take action to fight 
hunger. Organized by the Feeding America 
nationwide network of food banks, the 
campaign brings greater attention to the 
issue of hunger in America and promotes 
ways for individuals everywhere to get 
involved with the movement to solve it. 

Throughout the year, the Food Bank 
leads various programs to help feed the 
hungry in the county. During its last 
fiscal year, it distributed more than 1.5 
million pounds of fresh food to 155,669 
people through its Mobile Food Pantry. 
Additionally, it distributed 354,268 pounds 
of fresh food to seniors through its Senior 
Grocery Program. 

For more information about the Food 
Bank for Westchester, visit www.fb4w.
org or follow on Facebook at facebook.
com/foodbankforwestchester, Twitter 
@FB4Westchester and Instagram at 
FoodBankforWestchester. 

Food Bank for Westchester Holds First Hunger Impact Summit 

From left, Deputy Westchester County Executive Kevin J. Plunkett; Food Bank for Westchester Board 
Chair Maria Bronzi; Director of  Advocacy at Worcester County Food Bank Liz Sheehan Castro; Food 
Bank for Westchester President and CEO Ellen Lynch; and Rev. Diane Berke, Ph.D., founder and spiritual 
director of  One Spirit Learning Alliance at Sept. 29 Hunger Impact Summit in Tarrytown.

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 101116
continued from previous page
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ROAD 
G CONSULTING, LLC. Articles  of Orga-
nization filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) 
on 08/01/2016. Office location: Westches-
ter County.  SSNY is designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 8 
Park Hill Lane, Larchmont, NY 10538. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FOUR 
STALEYS HOLDING LLC. ARTS OF 
ORG Filed with Sec’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 7/20/2016. Office loc: West-
chester. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served and shall 
mail process to the principal business 
address: 65 Longdale Avenue, White 
Plains, NY 10607. Purpose: any lawful 
acts.

LOTS & ACREAGE
ABANDONED FARM LAND SALE! 16 
acres - $29,900 Gorgeous upstate NY set-
ting! Woods, meadows, nice views, apple 
trees, country road frontage just west of-
Cooperstown Lakes! Terms avail! Call 888-
701-7509 or NewYorkLandandLakes.com

MISCELLANEOUS
CNA (NYS CERTIFICATION) – SEEKS 
EMPLOYMENT I’m an experienced 
Certified Nursing Assistant Will care for 
elderly in their private residence or Sitter 
in a hospital/Nursing Home Availability: 
11pm – 7am Mon – Friday &/or 7pm – 
7am Fri, Sat, Sun (negotiable) References 
available Valid Driver license  Call 866-
673-5505 or 914-843-8853

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

TUTORING
WHY HIRE TWO TUTORS? Algebra, 
Chem., Bio, Earth Science. 15 years 
of experience in multi schools req. 
Westchester Community College Senior 
Tutor. Your home or mine (914) 525-
8966.

WANTED TO BUY
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jew-
elry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  

sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON 
AT 914-654-1683

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified 
Ad Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail 
classifieds@

theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm 
for the next week’s 

publication

continuedfrom page 28
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The burgeoning 
Chinese economy 
of the last decade, 
notwithstanding 
the recent 
slowdown, has 
afforded millions 
of citizens the 
opportunity to rise 
above their agrarian 
poverty. 

Moving into new government-created, 
and subsidized, urban centers, they 
have landed jobs and careers unheard 
of in prior generations. This new-found 
good fortune has given rise to an ever-
increasing standard of living for skilled 
workers, and, as a byproduct of this 
prosperity, wallets filled with disposable 
income and a voracious appetite for status 
symbols.

And the Chinese are indulging 
themselves. From new cars to first-time 
vacation homes, they are emulating – and 
spending – like Westerners in the heyday 
of the last decade. Personal-consumption 
spending has also been rising. The 
Chinese have developed an affinity – 
some might say an insatiable appetite – 
for that Western hallmark of good living: 
fine wine.

Over the last decade, more Chinese have 
begun to consume wine than ever before. 
From inexpensive Western imports to 

mediocre (at best) domestically produced 
wines, sales have increased exponentially. 

The Chinese have developed a palate, 
and a proclivity, for red wines. A 
significant influence on this preference 
is attributable to a centuries-old belief in 
the power of the color red as a symbol of 
good luck. 

And not just the red wine in a bottle; 
also the red color of the label on a bottle. 
Sales of high-end French red wines, 
notably Bordeaux, especially those with 
red labels, such as Petrus and Chateau 
Lafite, are booming as status symbols to 
impress fellow countrymen.

To meet the overall demand of red 
wine, Chinese entrepreneurs are jumping 
on the bandwagon, investing in start-up 
vineyards and wineries. This effort has 
had but a modicum of success to date. 
Chinese weather, soil and climate are 
generally not conducive to producing 
successful and marketable wines. Just 
as the rest of the wine-producing world 
long ago realized, terroir is all-important 
to providing the environment for good 
wines. Most Chinese wine regions seem 
challenged by these qualities, although 
the vast majority of wine consumed in 

China is produced in China – at a retail 
price in the $1 range.

Reluctant to rely on imports for quality 
wines, a major effort is underway to 
understand the terroir of Chinese wine 
regions and to create a rootstock uniquely 
suitable for stellar grapevines. Much to 
the chagrin of Chinese entrepreneurs and 
the government, these 
efforts have been slow and 
generally unsuccessful.

As the Chinese have 
proven time and again, 
their bent is toward 
utilizing technology as a 
springboard to economic 
and social success. 
Recently, they’ve taken this technological 
prowess to the vineyard. The opportunity 
is of massive proportions. Over 1.3 
billion citizens enamored with red color, 
red wine and alcohol, yet nary a decent 
domestic wine available today. However, 
change may be in the works. 

I read last week that China has just 
launched a “space palace,” which will 
eventually be manned, carrying a cargo 
of grapevines. The experiment: to expose 
these Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and 

Pinot Noir plants to space radiation. The 
goal: to develop mutated vines that can 
withstand the harsh winters, drought 
and viruses in China’s northern regions. 
After 30 days in space, the returning vines 
will be compared to a control group to 
determine if any desirable mutations have 
developed.

In past columns, I’ve also reported 
on man’s endless effort to improve on 
nature, to utilize modern techniques and 
technology to achieve enhanced yields 
and quality in the vineyard and the winery. 

Is this latest attempt man’s 
manipulation of nature 
or is it science once again 
attempting to alter and 
dominate nature? In the 
future, we may not need to 
worry about GMOs; you 
may need to consider the 
consequences of “METOs” 
– mutant extraterrestrial 

organisms.
Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 

Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

The Chinese Go to Extreme Heights to Produce Better Wine
‘China has just launched a space palace, 

which will eventually be manned, carrying a 
cargo of grapevines.’

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Briarcliff’s Ava Greco Races for the Ball
as the Bears Defeat Rival Pleasantville
in Overtime Last Wednesday Afternoon

Full  Speed Ahead

   

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services
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