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Alex Olsen Soars to the Hoop
as Fox Lane Wins Once Again
With a Rout Over the Indians

Taking
Flight
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By Andy Jacobs
The Pleasantville boys’ basketball team 

took some lumps over the first half of the 
season, but the Panthers might be starting 
to pick up a bit of momentum with the 
sectional playoffs around the corner. 

They made the short ride to Westlake 
last Wednesday afternoon and came away 
with their second league victory in just 48 
hours. With Mike Manley scoring a game-

high 13 points and both Patrick McPhee 
and Jon Carlo Angiolillo chipping in eight 
apiece, the Panthers defeated the Wildcats 
49-40 in a game that wasn’t decided until 
Jack Minerva’s key steal and layup in the 
final 35 seconds. 

“It was just a concerted effort to play real 
good defense, and we did,” said Panthers 
coach Chris Welsh in the aftermath of his 
team’s fifth win in 12 games this season. 
“I was very happy with the defense 
throughout. You know, they have two 
certainly all-league-caliber players (Jesse 

Boyce and Will Snyder), and they finished 
with eight and five points. That’s definitely 
the key to the game right there.”

The Panthers held Westlake to just six 
points in the opening quarter, taking 
an eight-point lead after the first eight 
minutes. At halftime, the Wildcats had 
only 13 points, trailed by seven and had 
their coach, Sam Honig, as frustrated as 
could be. 

“Well, we didn’t play our game tonight 
at all,” he said. “We didn’t show up again. 
The kids just didn’t move. We played very 
bad defense. We knew they were ready 
for our defense, our zone play. Everybody 
watches the same tapes. Unfortunately, 
our guys did not adjust and we weren’t 
moving. We came out very sluggish. We 
weren’t ready.”

The pace of the game picked up 
significantly in the third quarter as the 
Panthers outscored Westlake 19-16 to 
build a 10-point lead heading to the final 
period. A fast-break toss off the glass and 
through the rim midway through the 
third by Angiolillo as he was falling out 
of bounds at full speed gave the Panthers 
an 11-point cushion. Soon after, McPhee 
scored on a runner in the lane that restored 
the 11-point Pleasantville advantage. 

But the Panthers didn’t score their first 
points of the fourth quarter for nearly five 
minutes. By then, Westlake had closed 
to within 39-36 after a put-back bucket 
from Snyder, a 3-pointer from Joseph 
Ferri and then another trey from Boyce, 
made possible by an offensive rebound 
by Nicholas Sirena, called by his coach “a 
monster” after dominating on the glass in 
the final period. 

The two free throws by Manley that 
ended the Pleasantville drought with 
3:07 to go were soon followed by a put-
back from Sirena.  With 2:15 on the clock, 
Angiolillo hit both ends of a one-and-one 
to give the Panthers a 43-38 edge. Just 15 
seconds later, though, Snyder fed Ryan 
Power inside to cut the Wildcat deficit to 
three points again. 

The Panthers came out of a timeout 
with eight seconds left on the shot clock 
and got a big layup from Nick Salzarulo 
with 1:28 remaining on a play Welsh 
claimed he “stole from my brother that he 
ran at Blind Brook for many years.”

Nearly a minute later, they clinched 
the victory when Minerva ripped the ball 
out of the hands of Ferri in the backcourt 
and raced the length of the court for a 

layup. Two free throws by Minerva with 
23 seconds left gave Pleasantville its final 
margin. 

The Wildcats, still looking for their 10th 
victory of the season after closing the week 
with a loss at Briarcliff, were forced to play 
without Snyder for a lot of the first half 
after he was whistled for two quick fouls. 
In the second half, they were called for 
nine fouls to just three on Pleasantville.

“It’s a killer,” said Honig about the 
disparity in the foul calls. “You know, I 
can’t talk about the refs because we both 
have the same situation. It’s not about the 
refs. It’s about us. I can’t fault referees. 
They’re doing their job as best as they can. 
The problem is we didn’t execute.”

Meanwhile, the Panthers, forced to 
overcome the loss of top rebounder Jack 
Drillock, who broke his hand a couple of 
weeks ago against Sleepy Hollow, walked 
away with their second road win of a 
productive week. Their ability to make 
free throws helped them hold off the 
Wildcats down the stretch.

“I love the resiliency of my team to 
make six out of six free throws in the 
fourth quarter, 10 for 10 from the free-
throw line in the second half,” said Welsh. 
“That’s a winning recipe. And so was the 
balance. If you go up and down the lineup, 
we had six guys really contribute on the 
offensive end.” 

Welsh is convinced that his team’s 
troubles at the start of the season had a 
silver lining. 

“To win two games in three days on 
the road in our league is never an easy 
task,” he said. “So we’ve got something 
going now and we’re certainly gonna look 
to keep it going. We played an awfully 
tough schedule early on and lost a lot 
of nail biters, a lot of tight games. And I 
think those experiences are what helped 
us tonight.”

Panthers Get Defensive in a Road Win Over Westlake

Westlake guard Will Snyder handles the ball in 
the fourth quarter as Pleasantville’s Mike Manley 
defends. 

Pleasantville’s Nick Salzarulo and Westlake’s 
Ryan Power await a rebound under the basket in 
last Wednesday’s game.

Mike Manley of  Pleasantville shoots the ball from 
the left corner against Westlake in last week’s 
Panther win.

Pleasantville’s Jon Carlo Angiolillo fires a 3-pointer 
during the Panthers’ road victory over Westlake.

Westlake’s Nicholas Sirena finds himself  
surrounded by Panthers after grabbing an 
offensive rebound in last Wednesday’s game.

Jesse Boyce of  Westlake shoots the ball from 
the top of  the key in the second half  vs. visiting 
Pleasantville.
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 By Justin Thomas
If you’re looking for the textbook 

example of how to close out a basketball 

game, look no further than Fox Lane’s 
effort against John Jay Friday night. The 
Foxes outscored the Indians 15-1 in the 
fourth quarter on their way to a dominant 
64-37 win in front of a rowdy whiteout 
crowd at home.

It wasn’t all Fox Lane early in the game, 
however, as the Indians kept the Foxes in 
check early in the game. Fox Lane senior 
Matt Redhead got into foul trouble early, 
picking up two personals in the game’s 
opening minutes, which took a huge 
presence inside off the court for the Foxes. 

The Indians were able to use their 
scrappy style of play to hang with the Foxes 
in the first quarter. When Jake Murphy 
drove to the basket with a strong finish, 
Jay grabbed a 10-8 lead after one quarter 
of play.

“We came out a little flat,” Fox Lane 
coach Mike Tomassi said. “We weren’t 
playing as a cohesive unit in the first half, 
and I think it showed. But they play hard. 
They’re missing one of their better players, 
which is always tough for them, but they 
made it tough. Credit to them.”

The Foxes really started to get their 
offense going in the second quarter, thanks 
in large part to Alex Olsen getting all 
aspects of his game going. Even though 
Fox Lane still wasn’t moving the ball too 
well in the second quarter, Olsen was 
able to push his team, scoring 11 points 
and grabbing a handful of boards in the 
quarter. Olsen’s individual efforts and the 
Foxes’ team efforts crashing the boards 

propelled them to a 31-21 
lead at halftime.

The game was nowhere 
near over, though, as both 
teams came flying out 
of the gates in the third 
quarter. The Foxes and 
Indians both came out in 
the second half running 
a full-court press and 
looking to push the tempo 
as much as possible. 

John Jay was starting to 
make up ground, but after 
an Indians’ steal, Olsen 
stepped up and made a 
huge play, blocking the 
fast-break layup off the 
backboard and stopping 
their run.

That seemed to be the 
spark the Foxes needed 
because that’s when the 
game completely flipped in 
Fox Lane’s favor. Everyone 
started to get involved on 
both sides of the ball and 
make a huge difference. 
Sean New got his outside shot 
going with a couple of deep 3s; 
Jamal Jackson-Blake made a 
couple of strong drives to the 

hoop; Redhead and Olsen had a huge 
impact and, just like that, the Foxes found 
themselves up 49-36 after three quarters.

“We started playing Fox Lane basketball,” 
Tomassi said. “I think we were coasting 
and we weren’t playing, in the sense that 
we share the ball, we pass the ball, we look 
for, not the good shot, we want the great 
shot. When we made our runs, we were 
playing unselfish basketball, getting to our 
spots and doing what we were supposed to 
do and what we practiced.”

The Foxes put on a clinic in the fourth 
quarter, starting with back-to-back 

3-pointers from Olsen, and never looked 
back as they outscored the Indians 15-1 
in the quarter. A large part of the Foxes’ 
defensive success in the quarter could be 
attributed to their efforts on the boards.

 Fox Lane finished the game with 11 
different players having grabbed at least 
one rebound. Redhead and Olsen both 
wound up posting double-doubles, with 
Redhead finishing with 17 points and 13 
rebounds, while Olsen finished with 25 
points and 10 rebounds.

“That’s always one of our goals,” Tomassi 
said. “We’re a big team, and we want to get 
those extra possessions. We have guys that 
can offensive rebound, so that’s one thing 
that we always try to practice, and today it 
ended up working out pretty good for us.”

Even though 
Fox Lane closed 
the game in strong 
fashion, Tomassi 
knows there are 
still some things to 
fix and fine-tune.

“The foundation 
has been laid,” 
Tomassi said. “And 
if we continue to 
play the way we’re 
supposed to play, 
with sharing the 
ball, playing good, 
hard, fundamental, 
m a n - t o - m a n 
defense, and just 
running the stuff, 
being patient 
and trusting each 
other, and trusting 
the system, we’ll be 
fine any game that 
we play.”

Foxes Finish With a Flourish to Trounce John Jay

Fox Lane’s Jamal Jackson-Blake dribbles past the 
midcourt line in the Foxes’ win vs. John Jay. 

Point guard Emmett Robin takes the ball to the basket in Fox 
Lane’s rout of  visiting John Jay.

Daniel Watson of  Fox Lane battles for rebound position late in Friday’s victory 
vs. the John Jay Indians.    

Julian Francisco drives the right baseline in the 
fourth quarter of  Fox Lane’s win over John Jay.
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Fox Lane’s Matt Redhead (left) and Alex Olsen 
pursue a rebound in the Foxes’ lopsided win over 
the Indians on Friday evening.

Fox Lane forward Matt Redhead shoots the ball 
in the lane during the second half  of  Friday’s win 
over John Jay.
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By Andy Jacobs
At first glance, it might be easy for 

opponents to underestimate Horace 
Greeley hockey player Ryan Renzulli. 
After all, the Quakers’ freshman forward 
is always the smallest player on the ice, 
can’t weigh much more than 110 pounds 
and seems the likeliest of targets to be 
checked into the boards. 

But on Saturday afternoon, it was 
Renzulli who provided the first two goals 
of the game, including one with just a 
second remaining in the first period, as 
Greeley defeated visiting Newtown 4-2 at 
the Brewster Ice Arena. 

“He has been a real breath of fresh air,” 
said Quakers coach Zach Dargaty shortly 
after his team had withstood a third-
period comeback bid by the Nighthawks. 
“His size is not a factor. He’s a tough kid 
and he’s so smart.”

Renzulli’s two goals in the opening 
period and 28 saves by goalie Nick 
Bright enabled the Quakers to withstand 
Newtown’s attempt to overcome a 3-0 

deficit.  Greeley grabbed an early lead 
when Renzulli, standing just left of the 
crease, poked the puck past Nighthawk 
goalie Kyle Murphy less than three and 
a half minutes into the contest. Sam 
Whitehouse and Ryan Katchis assisted.

The Quakers had a chance to increase 
their lead midway through the opening 
period when Jacob Greenberg nearly one-
timed a shot in front of the goal following 
a faceoff. In the waning moments of 

the period, Renzulli, from behind the 
net, passed the puck in front to Liam 
Whitehouse, whose shot was stopped. 

Just when it seemed Greeley would 
have to settle for a one-goal lead 
heading to the second period, Renzulli 
pounced on a rebound right of the 
goal and stuffed the puck past Murphy 
an instant before the buzzer sounded. 
Suddenly the Quakers had a 2-0 
advantage.

“He’s just so opportunistic,” said 
Dargaty about Renzulli. “He knows 
where to be on the ice. He knows where 
to go. He anticipates where the play’s 
gonna end up. It turned out to be real 
important. It’s been tough for us to put 
the puck in the net, but we’ll take it. 
Four seconds left, two seconds left, we 
definitely needed something there.”

Greeley stretched its lead 
to 3-0 nearly five minutes 
into the second period when 
Whitehouse, biding his time 
from the right wing, spun 
and shot the puck by Murphy 
with 22 seconds left on a 
power play. But the Quakers 
would spend most of the 
remainder of the period 
playing shorthanded. After 
picking up just one penalty 
in the first period, Greeley 
was whistled for seven in the 
second.

“I think what happens is 
we just get a little too amped 
up and we’re just trying a little 

too hard to make plays and not letting the 
game come to us,” said Dargaty. “So guys 
are reaching, they’re stretching, they’re 
diving, they’re slashing. They’re doing 
everything to stop the guys rather than 
just playing the game. I told ‘em we’ve just 
gotta be in control because when we’re 
five on five we’re not too bad.”

Bright made a sparkling glove save on 
a wrist shot from Matt Pelisson halfway 
through the period and then the Quakers 

almost scored a shorthanded goal as 
Whitehouse scooped up an errant 
Newtown pass and skated in all alone on 
a breakaway. But his shot was stopped by 
Murphy and the Nighthawks eventually 
were able to take advantage of their 
numerous power-play opportunities. 

With a two-man advantage, Newtown 
finally got on the board with a goal by 
Ryan Bepko with 1:36 left in the second 
period. Still up a man 30 seconds later, 
the Nighthawks’ Scott McLean nearly 
narrowed the Greeley lead to just one 
goal when he found himself with the 
puck left of the crease with a wide open 
net. But Bright somehow managed to 
stop his shot, enabling the Quakers to 

take a 3-1 lead into the final period. 
“Oh, he just made an unbelievable 

diving save across the crease,” said Dargaty 
about the huge stop by Bright. “If it was an 
NHL game, that would be the number one 
highlight on SportsCenter. It was really 
unbelievable. You know, he played great 
for us today and it was really good to see. 
We haven’t been able to provide him a lot 
of help. I thought tonight he was just great. 
Nick made a couple of highlight saves.”

In the third period, a shorthanded goal 
by the Nighthawks’ David Brestovansky 
with 9:07 remaining sliced the Quakers’ 

lead to 3-2. Newtown could 
have tied the game with just 
under five minutes to go, but 
Bright made a glove save of 
Devin Marsh’s backhander. 
A minute and a half later, 
McLean sent a shot sailing 
right over the top of the 
crossbar.

Newtown, again down a 
man, almost tied the game 
in the final two minutes on 
a backhander from Dom 
Cartelli. The Nighthawks 
were finally able to pull 
their goalie in the final 30 
seconds, but Greeley’s Nick 

Sloan got possession of the 
puck just past mid ice and 

left several Newtown players behind as 
he skated in for an empty-netter with 
14 seconds to go to clinch the Quakers’ 
fourth victory of the season.

“I thought we did a great job just 
fighting through the game and getting the 
win we needed,” said Dargaty, whose team 
was outshot by a 30-23 margin, mostly 
because of playing shorthanded so much. 
“Listen, we’re not one of the best teams in 
the section. We know that. But we want to 
give ourselves a chance and you’ve got to 
get to eight (wins) to make the playoffs. So 
this was an important step on that.”

The Quakers host John 
Jay on Friday afternoon 
in Brewster and Dargaty 
will be looking for more 
signs of progress from his 
players.

“We’re a much better 
team now than we were in 
the beginning of the year,” 
he said. “And I think we’re 
getting better. I think we’re 
starting to understand 
how we need to play to 
be successful. Like I told 
‘em, ‘We’re not the most 
talented team, but if we 
play within our capabilities 
we’ll be fine. We’ll give 
ourselves a chance to win 
games.’”

Horace Greeley Hangs On to Defeat the Nighthawks

Greeley freshman Ryan Renzulli celebrates after 
scoring the first of  his two goals in Saturday’s 4-2 
win.

The Quakers’ Nick Sloan gets set to deposit the puck in Newtown’s 
empty net with 14 seconds remaining in Saturday’s game.

Sam Whitehouse of  Greeley shoots the puck during the 
Quakers’ 4-2 victory over the Newtown Nighthawks.

Greeley goalie Nick Bright makes one of  his 28 saves in the win 
over visiting Newtown.

Dillon Ruseicki controls the puck along the right 
wing in Greeley’s home win over the Nighthawks.
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Josh Fu of  Greeley moves the puck past center ice in Saturday’s 
game at the Brewster Ice Arena.
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By Andy Jacobs
Westlake girls’ basketball coach Sean 

Mayer had seen and heard enough to 
know his Wildcats had a tough task ahead 
of them facing the young, emerging 
Briarcliff Bears on Friday afternoon. 

Sure enough, the Bears proved to 
be every bit the challenge he feared.  
They used a 15-2 run in the first half to 

overcome a six-point deficit and a 13-2 
spurt in the second to overturn a three-
point deficit,  emerging with a 71-56 
victory over the host Wildcats.

“They’re extremely talented, and it’s not 
hyped talent,” said Mayer after watching 
the Bears erupt for 25 points in the fourth 
quarter. “They are very good basketball 
players. They might be 14 or 13 or 15, but 
they know what they’re doing out there.”

The Bears, now 11-4 after starting the 
season with a pair of losses, were led by 
freshman Maddie Plank, who finished 
with a game-high 24 points, 17 of them 
coming in the second half. Eighth-grader 
Alana Lombardi added 22 and junior 
forward Jackie Contento chipped in with 
18, including five baskets in the second 
quarter. 

“It’s kind of like a two-headed coin,” 
said Bears coach Don Hamlin, “because 
we got tested twice and kept fighting 
through it. But I’d rather not have to go 
through that all the time.”

Back-to-back baskets by Angelina 
Guarnieri at the end of the first quarter 
had moved Westlake to within 15-13. 
The Wildcats then proceeded to score the 
first eight points of the second quarter 
as Natalie Alfieri made a layup and both 
Angela Mangione and Jamie Perfito 

followed with 3-pointers. Unfortunately 
for the Wildcats, that’s when the Bears, 
sparked by Contento, went on their first 
big run. 

They came out of a timeout and 
Contento, in a hint of things to come, 
scored on a layup. Plank made a jumper 
from the foul line and then a Lombardi 
3-pointer from the left corner gave the 
Bears a 22-21 lead. Contento wound up 
scoring the last four Briarcliff baskets, 
three layups and a 15-foot jumper, to 
provide the Bears with a 30-23 halftime 
advantage. 

The second half began with a pair 
of baskets by Plank, who has quickly 
stepped up her offensive production 
since returning from an injury a few 
weeks ago. Asked afterwards if the Bears 
could have beaten Westlake without her, 
Hamlin responded, “Honestly, we just 
need everybody in a game like this. Yeah, 
it was great to have her. But I thought all 

five of them that started the game played 
really well.”

Suddenly trailing by 11 points, 
Westlake got back in the game with a 20-6 
run over the next four and a half minutes 
that was highlighted by six 3-pointers, 
three of them by Alfieri, the standout 
junior guard who led the Wildcats with 
22 points and was, in Mayer’s words, 
“absolutely terrific.” Three consecutive 
treys within one minute, one by Jesi 
Oswald and then two from Perlito, gave 
the Wildcats a 43-40 edge.

“We got like an 11-point lead at one 
point and then they came back,” said 
Hamlin. “And then we built another lead 
and they came back. Both times when we 

got a lead, they made shots. I thought we 
were slow recovering to people that were 
shooting the ball.”

“Sometimes the third quarter has been 
a little unfriendly to us this year,” said 
Mayer, whose team dropped to 6-6 with 
a loss at Maria Regina the next day. “So to 
come out and score 20 points in the third 
quarter is phenomenal for us. Very proud 
of them.”

But the third quarter ended with three 
successive fast-break layups by Plank 
and Briarcliff took a three-point lead 
heading to the final period. The Bears’ 
lead quickly doubled as, just 10 seconds 
into the fourth quarter, Plank connected 
on a right-corner 3-pointer. A 3-point 
shot by Mangione with 6:36 to go ended 
the Briacliff 13-2 blitz and moved the 
Wildcats within five points, but that was 
as close as they would get.

Plank and Lombardi combined for 
19 fourth-quarter points and the Bears 
wound up outscoring the Wildcats 25-
11 over the final eight minutes. After a 
bucket by Guarnieri with 4:35 on the 
clock cut the Westlake deficit to eight 
points, a 9-0 Briarcliff spurt sealed the 
outcome. 

“I don’t know what it says to them,” 

said Hamlin, asked if his team had sent a 
message to the rest of the league. “It just 
says to us when we’re playing well we’re 
difficult to deal with, and when we’re not 
playing defense we’re easier to deal with.”

“On our end,” said Mayer, “there’s 
losses like we had the other night (at 
Pleasantville) and then there’s losses like 
this. We played so well to lose by 15 points, 
whatever it is. We worked hard. 56 points 
for us is a lot. I think we hit nine 3s. The 
things we worked on yesterday to prepare 
ourselves for Briarcliff, we executed them 
in the game. We made Briarcliff work and 
earn this victory.”

Bears Use a Couple of Big Runs to Win at Westlake

Briarcliff  guard KC Hamlin sends up a runner in 
the fourth quarter of  the Bears’ road win over 
Westlake on Friday. 

Jamie Perfito of  Westlake hauls in a rebound 
during Friday afternoon’s game.

Westlake’s Jesi Oswald drives toward the lane in 
the Wildcats’ home game against Briarcliff.

Briarcliff  eighth-grader Alana Lombardi gets set to 
shoot from the left baseline as Westlake’s Natalie 
Alfieri tries to stop her.

Westlake point guard Natalie Alfieri dribbles past 
the 3-point arc in Friday’s home game against 
the Bears.

 Briarcliff’s Maddie Plank shoots a jump shot in 
Friday’s win over Westlake.
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By Tony Pinciaro
Matt Grippi has become quite 

accustomed to making the trip to Sullivan 
Community College for the annual 
Eastern States Wrestling Classic.

First, he was the designated camera 
man, videotaping his older brothers, Joey, 
Peter and Tommy. Joey Grippi, the former 
Fox Lane two-time sectional champion 
and current Byram Hills coach, wrestled 
in it his senior year. He was followed 
by Peter, Tommy, also twice a sectional 
champion, and now Matt, who made his 
fourth appearance last weekend.

Matt joined his older brothers as 
place-finishers, following his runner-up 
showing in the 138-pound weight class. 
Joey also placed second, while Tommy 
finished fourth and Peter was fifth.

After watching his brothers wrestle 
in the prestigious tournament, Matt 
Grippi was chomping at the bit for his 
opportunity. It came to him when he was 
a seventh-grader.

“My brothers all knew that it was 
a grind to place and it was not easy, so 
they kept telling me to take it one match 
at a time and don’t take anyone lightly 
because each wrestler is good and there 
for a reason,” Grippi said. “Every wrestler 
wants to compete in this tournament 
because, besides the state championships, 
this is the best tournament you’ll compete 
in all season.

“Also, unlike the state tournament, 
everyone gets the opportunity to wrestle 
in this tournament. There are always 
studs at this tournament.”

Grippi registered two major decisions 
and a seven-point win en route to the 
quarterfinals. He received a forfeit, then 

decisioned Penfield’s Parker Kropman in 
the semifinals. Yianni Diakomihalis of 
Hilton defeated Grippi in the final.

“Each match I felt that I wrestled 
great,” Grippi said. “I always kept in  
good position and put myself in the place 
that I wanted to be in, as far as the score 
and time of the match. I felt comfortable 
because I got off to an early lead and had 
to make my opponent attack me and 
force attacks that I could counter off of.

 “I came into the tournament expecting 
to win, but I do have a bunch of positives 
that I took away from my performance. 
First of all, I managed my weight great 
this week and made weight easily which 
made me feel great. Secondly, I wrestled 
a handful of state-caliber wrestlers and 

came out on top on all 
of them. Finally, going 
into the postseason I 
have a lot of confidence 
knowing that I am one 
of the top guys around 
the state and I could 
use that confidence to 
help me perform at my 
maximum potential. 
I feel great going into 
the final weeks of the 
season.”

While Matt Grippi 
was on his was to 
second place, older 
brother Joey had 
two Bobcat wrestlers 
– Luca Errico and 
Anthony Alexandrou – 
competing.

Errico lost his first 
match, but wrestled 
back with four wins 

before being eliminated one match prior 
to the placing round. Joey Grippi said 
after Alexandrou lost a tough first match, 
3-1, his wrestler was banged up so he felt 
it was wise to rest him and get him ready 
for sectionals.

Even though Joey Grippi only received 
his chance to wrestle at Eastern States 
his senior year, it is one he will always 
remember.

“It was a great experience,” he said. 
“You won’t find better competition at 
any other tournament during the season, 
besides states, like this one. It prepares 
you for the state tournament because 
there are no easy matches and you have 
to be ready to wrestle from the start. It 

also is a very prestigious tournament 
with many D1 all-Americans having won 
the tournament, so that makes it a pretty 
cool experience.”

Joey Grippi knew that once he became 
a varsity wrestling coach, Eastern States 
was a priority.

“I already knew we had a couple of 
spots from talking to last year’s coach, Jim 
Ardizone, but it was definitely something 
I wanted to do,” Joey Grippi said. “Having 
as much tough competition as possible 
is helpful to any wrestler, so I wanted 
to get my guys into one of the toughest 
tournaments out there.

“Luca lost a tough first match, but 
after that he wrestled great and won four 
straight to get to the placing rounds and 
got beat by a Wyoming-Seminary kid. He 
wrestled really great though and showed 
a lot of heart wrestling all the way back 
after losing his first match. He has a very 
bright future.”

While the Eastern States drew a lot 
of attention, Pleasantville and Westlake 
competed in the 26-team Sailor Classic at 
Hendrick Hudson this past weekend.

Pleasantville finished fifth and 
Westlake placed 17th.

Len Balducci continued his outstanding 
wrestling for the Panthers. The eighth-
grader registered an 11-0 major decision 
over John Jay-Cross River’s Chris Cook 
to win the 99-pound title.

Teammates Victor Perlleshi (106 
pounds) and Sebastian Senande (113 
pounds) each finished second and Greg 
May (152 pounds) placed fifth.

Westlake’s Robert DiNota was the 
runner-up at 138 pounds and Ryan Duffy 
took fifth at 145 pounds.

Fox Lane’s Grippi Reaches the Finals at Eastern States

Fox Lane’s Matt Grippi finished second at the Eastern States Wrestling 
Classic.

Brendan Birkelbach has the advantage en route to an 11-8 win as he 
wrestles at 160 pounds during last Thursday’s match vs. Sleepy Hollow. 

 Westlake’s Brian Eng looks for a takedown in last 
Thursday’s match vs. Sleepy Hollow at 132 

WESTLAKE
WRESTLING

Westlake’s Ryan Duffy wins with a pin in just 34 seconds in his 
match at 145 pounds last Thursday afternoon.

 Rob DiNota of  Westlake is in total control on his way to a 15-0 major 
decision at 138 pounds in last week’s home match vs. Sleepy Hollow.
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SPORTS SCENE

Lucy Benack of  Greeley takes the ball along 
the left baseline in the Quakers’ home loss to 
Yorktown.

Greeley’s Justin Abrams dribbles the ball up 
the court during last Wednesday’s game at 
Yorktown.

Greeley’s Kelsey Genda shoots the ball in the 
second quarter vs. visiting Yorktown last week.

Brandon Spiegel of  Greeley tries to work his way 
to the basket along the right baseline vs. Yorktown.
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Horace Greeley point guard Ben Wolfensohn moves 
the ball across midcourt in the fourth quarter of  
last Wednesday’s road game vs. Yorktown.

Ryder Beitzel of  Fox Lane gets set to shoot the puck in 
the Foxes’ 4-0 loss to the host Sabers.

Fox Lane’s Thomas Tenney moves the puck up 
the ice during Saturday evening’s game against  
Somers/North Salem.

Fox Lane goalie Abbie Ives keeps her eyes on the 
puck in front of  the net in the second period of  
Saturday’s game at Brewster Ice Arena.

Mt. Pleasant’s Liam McGrinder swims the anchor 
leg of  the 200 free relay last week at Pace 
University.

Austin You of  the Thunder Cats swims in 
the 500 freestyle during last Wednesday’s 
home meet vs. Ossining.

Brian Glat of  the Mt. Pleasant Thunder 
Cats is on his way to victory last 
Thursday in the 200 individual medley.

Matthew Tu of  the combo team Briarcliff/Pleasantville/Valhalla/
Westlake swims the breaststroke portion of  the 200 IM at last 
week’s meet vs. Ossining.
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LANE  CLOSURE

Kelly Monaghan Looks to Pass
After Being Doubled in the Lane
During Briarcliff’s Road Victory
Against the Westlake Wildcats


